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Model Example

http://blog.kaggle.com/2016/04/08/homesite-quote-conversion-winners-write-up-1st-place-kazanova-faron-clobber
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Submission

Usually you are asked to submit only predictions.



Submission

Usually you are asked to submit only predictions.

Sample submission usually looks like:

Screenshot kaggle.com
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Evaluation function

You need to know how good is your model.

The quality of the model is defined by evaluation function:
(predictions, right answers) -> score



Evaluation function

Examples:

• Accuracy

• Logistic loss

• AUC 

• RMSE

• MAE
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Leaderboard



This split is hidden from users

Public Test Private Test

You should submit predictions for a 
whole test set

Used during competition Used for final ranking

Public/Private Tests



Example of competition mechanics

Competition
deadline

Private 
Leaderboard 
revealed

Only public leaderboard is available at this stage

start
• analyze data
• fit model
• submit
• see public score

repeat

time



Competitions’ concepts

Data

Model

Submission

Evaluation

Leaderboard



Platforms:

• Kaggle

• DrivenData

• CrowdAnalityx

• CodaLab

• DataScienceChallenge.net

• Datascience.net

• Single-competition sites (like KDD, VizDooM)
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Why to participate?

• Great opportunity for learning and networking 

• Interesting non-trivial tasks and state-of-the-art 

approaches

• A way to get famous inside data science community

• A way to earn some money



Conclusion

• Main concepts:
- Data
- Model
- Submission
- Evaluation
- Leaderboard

• Competition platforms 

• Reasons for participating


