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Building Blocks of Hopcroft-Ullman Analysis
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Quantifying Rank Gaps
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Good and Bad Objects
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Proof of Tarjan’s Bound
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Epilogue

“This is probably the first and maybe the only existing example
of a simple algorithm with a very complicated running time....I
conjecture that there is no linear-time method, and that the
algorithm considered here is optimal to within a constant
factor.”

-Tarjan, “Efficiency of a Good But Not Linear Set Union
Algorithm”, Journal of the ACM, 1975.
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