Part 5:
Risk Assessment



Emotions in Risk Assessment

How do emotions affect

your beliefs regarding

the risk of death?




The tragedies most

recently shown in
movies and the press
are more salient in
our minds, and we

overestimate their risk.

Paul Slovic
University of Oregon




The death toll from car crashes

in developed countries is almost
400 times greater than the number
of deaths caused by international

terrorism.

(Injury Prevention 2005; 11:332-3)
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intentional and beyond
a higher emotional response.
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Our perception of risk
is higher when:

1) the event is salient
in memory

2) we have an
emotional response




Emotions:

1) are a basic part of
human nature

2) can overtake cognition

3) can work for or against us




