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TO MOM, DAD, RE, SCOTT, AND PATRICK






SEPTEMBER
vesga
First of all, let me get Some‘ﬂ-\ihs s+rai3\-\+: This
is a JOURNAL, not a diary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her to
get one that didnt so?' "diaryn onh it.

Great. All T need is for some Jer‘k to catch me
car‘r‘yihs +his book around and 3e+ +he wrohg idea.

.

The other ‘H\ihs T want to clear up ris}ﬁ away
is that this was MOM’s idea, not mine.

But if she thinks T'm going to write down r-?'
ufeelihss" in here or whatever, she's crazy. So
Just don+t expect me to be all “Dear Diaryn this
and “Dear Piary" that.



The oh|7 reason 1. asreed to do this at all is
becavse T fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, Tl have better ‘H\ihss 4o do than
answer ‘)eo‘)le's s+u‘>id questions all Ja7 long. So
+his book is gonha come in }\ahdy.

HERE'S MY
JOURNAL.

GREGORY!
TELL US

WERE YOU

ALWAYS NOW

@B&L,’RT SO SMART SHOO,

CHILDHOOD! AND SHOO.
HANDSOME?

Like T said, T be famous one day , but for now
T'm stuck in mddle school with a bunch of morons.

MORONS ~

l/ =V




Let me just say for the record that T think
middle school is the dumbest idea ever invented.
You got kids like me who havent hit their
srowﬂ-\ spurt 7e+ mixed in with these gerillas who
heed to shave twice a do?'.

And then ‘H\e)' wonhder w}-\y bu||7ih3 is such a bis
‘)r‘ob|em n midd|e SC"\OOL

Tf it was vp to me, sr‘ade levels would be based
on }-\eis}ﬁ, not age. But ‘H\eh asm'h ) T guess
+that would mean kids like C}-\iras Gu‘)‘hx would
still be in the first sr‘ade.




Toclay iS +¥\e first clay of sd-\ool ) and n'sh‘l' now
were Just waiting around for the teacher +o }wrry
up and finish +he seating chart. So T fisurecl T
might as well write in this book +o pass +he time.

B}/ ‘H’xe way, let+ me siVe 7/ou Some soocl advice. On
the first clay of school, you got to be real careful
where you sit. You walk into +he classroom and Just
P|uhk your stuff down on any old desk and +he
next ‘l’"\ihs 7’ou know the teacher is sayihs—-

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hosey in
front of me and Lionel James in back of me.

L}



Jason Prill came in late and almost sat to m
ris\-rl’, but |ucki|7' T s+oPPeJ +hat from }xa\a?ehihs
at ‘H’xe last second.

Nex+ Perio&, T s\'\oulJ Jus-l’ sit i +¥\e middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess i T do that, it Jus+ proves
T didn* learn ahyﬂ-\ihs from las+ year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS
NOTE TO
SHELLY?



Man, T dont know WHAT is up with girls +hese
Jays. T+ used o be a whole lot sim\aler back in
e|emeh+ar7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all +he grls.

Ah& n 'H-\e fnf‘ﬂ'\ sraJe, ‘H’xe fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

AN
e 4

Nowa&ays, its a whole lot more com?lica'l’ecl. Now
it's about the kind of clothes you wear or how
rich 7/ou are or if 7/ou have a cute butt or whatever.
And kids like Ronnie McCoy are Scra'ths +heir
heads wohJerihs what the heck \-\a??ehecl.

The most ?o?ular bo7/ n my sraJe is Bryce
Anderson. The ‘H-\ihs +hat rea||7' stinks is +hat
T "\dVe ALWAYS been into sirls, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7/ come around in the las+ couPle
of years.



I remember "\ow Bryce used 1o act back in
e|emeh+ar7/ school.

I DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY GIRLS ARE
POOS! STINKY POOS!

?F‘%%

But of course how I Joh‘l’ 3e+ ah credit for
S'thlhs WI'H'\ ‘H’\e 3|r|$ d” ‘H'\IS ‘hme

Like T sad, Bryce is the most popular kid in our
sraJe, so that leaves all the rest of us avys
5cram{>|m3 for ‘H’xe oﬂ-\er s?o‘l's

T‘ne bes+ I can fisure 13 +¥m+ I’m 50mew¥\ere
around 52nd or 53rd most popular this year.
But +he sooJ hews is that T'm about +o move
up one spot becavse Charlie Davies is above me,
and he's getting his braces next week.




T +r7/ to ex\alaih all this PoPularH?' stuff 4o my
friend Rowley (who is Probably "\oVerihs riSH
around +the 150 mark, |>7' +he way), bt T think
it just goes in one ear and out the other with him.

We hesga

TOde we }m& P‘V/s EJ, so +¥\e first +Hh3 T
did when T got outside was sneak off 4o +he
basketball court +o see if the Cheese was sHill
+¥\ere. Ah& sure ehous"\, it was.

L
i
> W

b S, ST

| e 8

7
&
/



‘n\crl' ?iece of C‘-\eese ‘ms been sH‘-h'hs on ‘H’\e
|>|ack+0\> since las+ sPrihs. T guess 1t must Ve
JroPPeJ out of someone’s sandwich or 50me+¥\ih3.
A\C'I’er a couPle of Jays, ‘H’xe C‘-\eeSe started se‘Hihs
all '“°H7' and has’z. Nobo&y would ?l“}' baske+ball on
the court where the Cheese was, even ‘H\ous‘-\ +hat
was the oh|7/ court that had a "\OOP with a ret.

Then one Jay, +his kid named Darren Walsh
touched +he Cheese with his fihser, and +hat's
what started +his +Hh3 called +he Cheese Touch.
T+'s basically like +he Cooties. Tf you get +he
Cheese Touc(

pass + on to someone else.

) 7/ou’re stuck wH’"\ it until 7/ou

The oh|7’ way to protect 7'our5e|1[ from the
Cheese Touch is to cross your fihsers.



But i+s not that eas7' rememberihs to kee\) 7/our
fihsers crossed eVery moment of the Jay. T ended
up taping mine together so +¥\e!’cl stay crossed
all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it
was totally worth .

This one kid named Abe Hall got +he Cheese
Touch in APril, and hobo&y would even come nhear
him for +he rest of +he year. This summer Abe
moved away +o California and +ook +he Cheese
Touc‘-\ wH’"\ "\im.

T Jus+ ‘-\oPe someone doesn+ star+ ‘H’\e C"\eese
Toud-\ up asm'h, becavse T dont need ‘H-m‘l’ kih&

of stress in my life anymore.

ursga
I’m ‘mvihs a Seriously ‘mr& +ime 3e++ih3 u$eJ
+o +¥\e fact 'H-xcrl’ summer is over and I ‘-mVe +o
get out of bed eVer7' morhing to go o school.

M7' summer did not exac+|7' get off 40 a great
start, thanks 4o my older brother Rodrick.

10



A couP|e of Jays into Summer Vacation, Rodrick
woke me up in the middle of the his‘-rl'. He +old
me I $|e‘3‘|’ ‘H’\rous"\ ‘l’}\e w"\o|e Summer, but ‘l’}m‘l’
|ucki|7/ T woke up Just in Fime for +he first
Ja7/ of school.

|

You mis"rl’ think T was Pre++7 dumb for fa”ihs
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed vp in his
school clothes and he set my alarm clock ahead 4o
make it look like it was the morhing. Plus, ke
closed my curtains so T couldnt see that it was
s+ill Jarl out.

After Rodrick woke me up, T Just got dressed and
went downstairs o make myself some break{ash

like T do eVer7/ morhing oh a school Jay.

11



Bt T guess T must have made a Pre‘H'}/ bis
racket because the next +Hh3 T knew , Dad was
downs+tairs, yellihs at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morhing.

T+ took me a minute to 1[i3ure out w"\d‘l’ +¥\e }xeck
was soihs on.

After T did, T +old Dad +hat Rodrick had
Playe& a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting yelleJ at.

Dad walked down to the basement +o chew
Rodrick out, and T +a33eJ alohs. T couldn
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ w‘-\crl' was comihs to Hm.

12



But Rodrick covered up his tracks ?re++7 sooJ.
And to this Jay, T'm sure Dad thinks T've

got a screw loose or Someﬂ\ihs.

Frida¥
To&ay at school we got assishecl to reaclihs groups.

ﬂey dont come ris‘-rl' out and tell you if
you’re n +¥\e Gifted group or +¥\e Elsy group,
but you can fisure it out rish'l’ away 57' |ookih3
at the covers of +he books ‘H'\ey hand out.

EINSTEIN Bink
AS A SAYS
CHILD ROO

2‘_:\/ DA
Yarr )
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T was \)re‘H?/ clisa\)\)oih'tecl to find ovt T 30+
\)u-i' in the Gifted group, because that Jus-i' means
a lot of extra work.

When +\we7' did the screening ot the end of last
ear, T did my best to make sure T aqot put in

) 4 got p

the Edsy group +his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

BEE ...
THE “BOOK.”

Mom is real 'h's\ﬁ with our \)rihci\)al , so LIl bet
she s+e\>\>ed in and made sure 1 30+ Pu‘i’ in the
Gifted group asau'h.

Mom is always sayihs T'm a smart kid, but that
T Jus+ dont "a\avlyn myself.

14



But if there’s one +\\ih3 T learned from Rodrick,
s 4o set \Deovle’s expectations real low so you
end up surprising them {)71 \)rac+icall7/ Joihs
ho+\\ih3 at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.




Ac+uall7/, T'm kind of slad my \)lah to get put
in the Easy group didn* work.

T saw a couvle of the “Bink Says Boo" kids
holding their books vpside down, and T dont
+hink -ﬂ\ey were Jokihs.

Sa+urda¥
Well, the first week of school is -ﬁhnlly over, So
+ocla7' T sle\)-i' in.

Most kids wake up early on Sa+urcla7/ +o watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The oh|7/ reason
T get out of bed at all on weekends is because
eVeh+ua||7/ , T cant stand the taste of my owh

{)rea-ﬂ\ ahymore.

16



Uhfor-i'uha-i'ely , Dad wakes vp at 6:00 in the
morhing ho matter WHAT dd}' of the week it
is, and he is not real considerate of the fact
that T am +r7lih3 1o en Joy ry Sa+urda7l like

a hormal person.

T didn*t have ahyﬂwihs to do +ocla7l so T Jus+
headed vp o Rowle/s house.

Rowley is +ec\\hica||7/ my best friend, but that is
Je-ﬁ'hﬁely sub ject o c\mhse.

Tve been aVoidihs Rowley since the first dd}' of
school, when he did 50me+\\ih3 +hat really
ahhoyed me.



We were getting our stuff from our lockers at
the end of +he clo?' , and Rowley came up to me

and said—

WANT TO COME OVER
TO MY HOUSE AND

PLAAYYY?

'
—
.

T have +old Rowley at least a billion +imes +hat
how that were in middle sc\\ool, you're SU\)\)oseJ

to say "\mhs ouvt, not "\)lay." But no matter
Now mahy hoogjes T give him, he always for3e+s
the next time.

Tve been +r7'ih3 to be a lot more careful about

my image ever since T got to middle school. But
\mvihs Rowley around is Je-ﬁhﬁely nhot \wel\)ihs.

18



T met Rowley a few years ago when he moved
into m7' heis\\bor\\ood.

His mom {)ous\ﬁ him this book called “How to
Make Friends in New Places,” and he came o

m7' \\ouse +r7'ih3 all ‘ﬂ\ese Jumb simmicks.

Q(NOCK KNOCK!)

( THERMOS! )

EXCUSE ME?

THERMOS BE SOME D';| '
WAY TO TICKLE WSA\% —
YOUR FUNNY BONE! / hWHAT: _
’f//\\\ e
[ —
[ —
& B
WAt WA, —

- AN N

T guess T kind of fel+ sorry for Rowley, and T
decided to +ake him under m7' wihs.

T+'s been great \mvihs him around, mos+|7' because
T get to use all the ricks Rodrick \)ulls on ME.

19
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DID YOU KNOW THAT IF YOUR HAND
IS BIGGER THAN YOUR FACE ITS A
SIGN OF “LOW INTELLIGENCE"?

)

-

BUT DO I



Monda

You know how T said T \)lay all sorts of pranks
on Rowley? Well, T have a li+tle brother named
Mahhy , and T could NEVER get away with

\)u“ihs ahy of that stuff on him.

Mom and Dad protect Mahhy like he's a prince or
50me+\\ih3. And he never gets in trovble, even if
he rea“y deserves it.

Yes-i'erday , Mahhy drew a sel-(—\)or'i'rai'i' on m
bedroom door in \)ermaheh-i' marker. T +\\ou3{+
Mom and Dad were really going o let him have
it, but as usval, T was wrong.

21



But the +\\ih3 that {)uss me +the most about
Mahhy is the nickname he has for me. When he
was a baby, he couldn+t prohounce “brother,”
so he started calling me "Bubby." And he
STILL calls me +hat now, even +\\ou3\\ T kee\)
+r7fih3 to get Mom and Dad to make him stop.

Luckily nohe of m7' friends have found out 7le+,
but believe me, T have had some really close calls.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, GREG

HEY, THIS ONE
SAYS IT'S TO

22



Mom makes me \\el\a Mahhy get reacly for school in
+he morhihs. A-Her T make Mahhy his {)reak-(ast
Ne carries his cereal bowl into the -Family room and

sits on his Plasﬁc \)o++7'.

“C" IS FOR COOKIE
AND COOKIE IS

Ahd when its time for him o 90 to clay care, he
3e+s vp and clurn\)s whatever he didnt eat ris\ﬁ n
the +oilet.

Mom is always getting on me about not fihis\\ihs
m7' breakfast. But if she had +o scrape corn
flakes out of the bottom of a \)lasﬁc \)o++7'
eVery morhing, she wouldnt have much of an
a\)\)e+i+e either.

23



vesga

I dont know if I mentioned +)nis before, but I
am SUPER soocl at video games. Thbet T

could beat anyone n my sracle head-to-head.

Uhfor+uha+e|7l, Dad does not exac+|7' appreciate
my skills. He's alwa?/s getting on me about going
out and c}oihs someﬂ\ihs “active.”

So +oh.'3)n+ after dinner when Dad started
)nasslihs me about going outside, T 4ried +o
exPIaih how with video games, you can ‘:lay sports
like foothall and soccer, and you dont even get all
hot and swea+7'.

But as usval, Dad didnt see my |osic.

24



Dad is a Pre++7l smart avy n 3ehera| but when
it comes to common sense, sometimes I wonder
about )nim.

o\ AM

T'm sure Dad would dismantle my game s7fs+em
f Ke could fisure out how to do it. But |ucki|7',
+he people who make these +)nih3$ make them
‘)areh+-‘>roo1[.

DAG NAB
THESE FANCY
GADGETS!



EVery time Dad kicks me out of the house to do
someﬂ\ihs sPor+7', T Just go vp to Rowley's and
Pl"?’ my video games +here.

Uhfor‘ruha'rel)/, +he oh|7/ games T can ‘:la?' at
Rowley's dre car-racing games and stuff like that.

Because whenever T brihs a game up to Rowle/s
house, his dad looks it up on some Pareh'rs' Web
site. And if my game has ANY kind of fighting

or Violence in i+, he wont let us Pla?/.

Tm getting a little sick of Pla?/ihs Formula One
Rdcihs with Rowley, because he's not a serious
gamer like me. All +hat you have to do +o beat
Rowley IS Name your car someﬂ\ihs ridiculous at

+he besihhihs of the game.

26



And +hen when you pass Rowley's car, he Just

falls to pieces.

BAD
FART
AHERD:! BWAAHAHAHA!
/
A

Ah wa7', after I 30+ done moPPihs +)ne floor
wi+( Rowley +oc}a7f, T headed home. T ran
+)nrou3)n +he heis)nbor‘s sPrihkler a couple times to
make it look like T was all swea+7', and that
seemed o do the trick for Dad.

Cii WHEW!




But m7' trick kind of backfirecl, because as soon
as Mom saw me, she made me go upstairs and

take a s)nower.

Wednesda

I guess Dad must )naVe been Pre++7l )naﬂ))/ wi+)n
himself for mdkihs me 9o outside 7Ies+erc}a7/,
because he did i+ again +ocla7/.

T+'s getting really ahhoyihs +o have +o go vp to
Rowleyjs every time T want +o Pla?/ a Video game.
There’s this weird kid named Fre&"")’ who lives
)nalfway between my house and Rowle/s, and
Fresley s always )nahsihs out in his front yard.
So it’s Pre++7' hard +o avoid him.

WANNA SEE
MY “SECRET

28



FreS"")’ IS in my P)nys Ed class at school, and he
has this whole macle-u‘) |ah3ua3e. Like when he
needs +o g0 to +he ba‘f)nroom, he sa7/s—

Us kids have Pre++7/ much f.’surec} Fresley out b)/
now, but T dont think +he teachers have really
caus)n‘r on 7/e+.

/Eclay, T Probably would have gone up to Rowle/s
on my owh dh)’Wd?’: because m7' bro+)ner Rodrick

ahc} iS bahc} were Pracﬁcihs c}owh n +)ne basement.

29



Rodrick’s band is REALLY awful, and T cant
stand beihs )nome w)neh +)ne7"re )navihs re)nearsals.

His band is called “Loaded Dia‘)er," oh|7/ it's
sPellec} “Laded DiPer“ on Rodrick’s van.

You m;3h+ +hink he sPelleJ it that way to make it
look cooler, but T bet if you told Rodrick how
“Loaded D.‘a‘:er" is really sPelled, i+ would be news
+o )nim.

Dad was asm'hs+ +)ne idea of Rodrick s+ar‘h'h3 a
band, but Mom was all for it.

She’s the one who bous)n‘f Rodrick his first

Jrum set.

30



T think Mom has this idea that we're all going
1o learn 4o Play instruments and then become one

of those fam.'l)/ bands like you see on TV.

Dad really hates )neavy metal, and that's the
kind of music Rodrick and his band ‘)la?'. T dont
+think Mom really cares what Rodrick Pla?/s or listens
to, because to her, all music is the same. Tn
fact, earlier today, Rodrick was |is+ehih3 1o one
of his CDs in the fam.'l)/ room, and Mom came in
and started c}ahcihs.

31



That really bussecl Rodrick, so he drove off +o
the store and came back fifteen minutes later
with some )neacl‘))nohes. And +hat Pre++7/ much
+ook care of the Problem.

ursda
Yes+erc}a7/ Rodrick 30+ a hew )neavy metal CD,
and it had one of those “Parental Warhihs"
stickers on it.

T have never gotten o listen to one of +hose
Parentdl Warhihs CDs, because Mom and Dad never
let me buy them at the mall. So T realized the oh|7/
way T was gonna get o chance o listen +o

Rodrick’s CD was if T snuck it out of the house.

This morning, after Rodrick left, T called up Rowley
and told him to brihs his CD ‘)la?/er to school.

32



T}neh I went down to Rodrick’s room and took
+)ne CD off )nis rack.

QT ey A

)

You're not allowed +o brihs Persohad ruSIC ‘7|a7/ers
+o school, so we had o wait to use it until after
lunch when +he teachers let us outside. As soon
as we got the chance, me and Row|e7' snuck
around the back of the school and loaded up
Rodrick’s CD.

But Row|e7' 'For30+ to put batteries in his CD
‘)la?'er, so it was Pre‘H'y much worthless.

T}neh I came up wi+)n +)nis 3rea+ idea for a game.
The obJec+ was to PU+ +he }\ead‘:)nohes on 7/our
head and then +r7' to shake them off without
using your hands.

33



ﬂw winner was whoever could shake the \'\eqcl‘)kohes
off in ‘H’\e s"\or+es+ amount of time.

1 i | .
!
U Ly

T had the record with seven and a half seconds,
but T +hink T mis}rf have shook some of m7'
fi"ihss loose with that one.

Ri\g‘ﬁ in the middle of our game, Mrs. Crais came
around the corner and caus)n‘f us red-handed. She
took +he music \)layer away from me and started
c\'\ewihs us out.
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But T +hink she had +he wronhg idea about what
we were Joihs back there. She started +e||ih3 uS
how rock and roll is “evil” and how it’s going o

ruin our brains.

T was going to ell her +hat there werent even
aY batteries in the CD ‘>la7/er, bt T could tell she
didnt want o be ih+erru‘>+ecl. So T Just waited
until she was done, and then T said, “Yes, maam.”

But ri3¥\+ when Mrs. eris was about to let us

90, Rowley started blubben’ha about how he doesnt

want rock th} roll 4o run \'u's “brains.”

i

1 | {

I

]
I L i B
(R
;Y\

Honestly, sometimes T dont know about that boy.
4 4

|1
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Frida%
Well, now T've gone and done it.
Last night, after everyone was in bed, T snuck

downstairs to listen to Rodrick’s CD on the

stereo in ‘H\e fqmﬂy room.

T ‘>u+ Rodrick’s new \'\eqcl‘)}\ohes on and cranked
up +he volume REALLY \m's}\. Then T hit "‘>|q7'."

TRLL
C)
= -
ARy

First, let me Just say T can Jeﬁhﬁely understand
w\'\y +\'\e7/ put that “Parental Wdrhihsn sticker
on the CD.

But T ohly 3o+ to hear about ‘H’xir‘l?/ seconds of
-H'\e first song before I 3o+ ih+erru‘>+ecl.

36



T+ 4ums ovt T didnt have the )neqcl‘))nohes ?lu%ecl
into the stereo. So the music was qc+ua|l7/ coming

+’nrou3)n +he SPEAKERS, not the )neacl‘))nohes.

TR

Dad marched me vp to m7' room and shut the
Joor be’nihcl )m'm, thl +’neh )ne sau'cl—-

LET'S YOU AND
ME HAVE A TALK,

o

o

(o]

|




Whenever Dad sa7's “friend” that wqy, 7'ou know
oure in 4rouble. The first 4ime Dad ever said
“friend” like that o me, T didn+ aet +hat he was
beihs sarcastic. So T kind of let m7' 3uarcl down.

FRIEND = GOOD )™ l\
o —. * b7
o

I Joh"f make ‘H’\cﬁ mistake qhymore.

Tohis\ﬁ, Dad yellecl at me for about ten minutes,
and then T guess he decided hed rather be in bed
+han s+ahclih3 n m7' room in his underwear. He
told me T was 3rouhclecl from ‘>|a7'ih3 video games
for two weeks, which is about what T ex?edecl.
1 guess 1 s’nouH be 3|qd +)nq+,s all "\e Jncl

ﬂm 3oocl -Hm'hs about Dad is that when he 3e+s
chl, )ne cools off real quick, and ‘H\eh s over.
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Uswlly, if you mess up in front of Dad, he Just
throws whatever he's 3o+ in his hands at 7'ou.

GOOD TIME TO SCREW UP:

Mom has a TOTALLY different $+7/|e when it

comes o ?uhisx'\meh‘h Tf you mess up and Mom
catches you, the first ‘H’\ihs she does is to +take

a few Jays to fisure out what 7'our ?uhis"\meh‘f
should be.
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And while 7/ou’re waiting, you do all these nice
‘Hnihss to +r7' o 3e+ off easier.

I JUST DUSTED HOW

THE DINING THOUGHTFUL
ROOM FOR THE OF YOU!
HECK OF IT!

But then after a few Jays, r.'3¥\+ when YOU
forget 7/ou're in trouble, thats when she |a7fs i+
on 7’0Uo

NO VIDEO
GAMES FOR
A WEEK!
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Monda

This video game ban is a whole lot +ou3)ner +han
T +’nou3)n+ it would be. But at least T'm not the
oh|7' one in the family who's in trouble.

Rodrick’s in some )no+ water wi+)n Mom ris)n‘f now,
+oo. Mahh7' got ahold of one of Rodrick's )neav7'
me+tal magazines, and one of the pages had a
picture of a woman in a bikini |7'ih3 across the
)noocl of a car. Ahcl +’neh Mahhy brous)(ﬁ it into
qu care for show-and-+ell.

VLN

~
-

feg &
Ahyway, T dont think Mom was +oo ha‘)‘vy about
getting +hat ?hohe call.

T saw the masqzihe myself, and it )noheS‘Hy wasn+
ah7'+’nih3 to 3e+ worked up over. But Mom doesnt
allow that kind of stuff in the house.
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Roclrick’s ?uhishmeh‘f was ‘H’\ﬁ "\e \mcl to0 answer
a bunch of questions Mom wrote out for him.

Tm sorry women.
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Wednesda

Tm still 3rouhclecl from \7"‘7""‘3 video games, o
Mahhy has been using my $7f$+em. Mom went out and
bous’n‘f a w’nole buhc)n of eclucq‘h'ohal Vicleo games,
and wa+c)nih3 Mahh7' ‘>|q7/ them is like torture.

WHAT NUMBER
COMES AFTER
TWO AND RHYMES
WITH “TREE"?

The 3oocl news is that T fihally ﬁsurecl out how
to get some of my games past Row|e7"s dad. T
Just put one of m7' discs in Mahhy's "DiscoVerihs
the Alv’nabe-r" case, and thats all it takes.

Ve da
. L]

43



ursga
A+ s&\ool +oda7l, ‘H\ey annhounced ‘H\a‘r student
government elections are coming vp. To be honest
wiﬂ\ you, I'Ve never }\ad ahy interest in student
government. But when T started ‘H‘\ihkiha about

i, T realized getting elected Treasurer could
TOTALLY c}\ahge my situation at school.

WE CHEERLEADERS
ARE TIRED OF RIDING
TO GAMES IN THE
SAME BUS AS THE
NERDS IN THE BAND!

HMM...LET
ME SEE
WHAT 1




Ahd even better ...

WE JOCKS JUST
NEED AN AIR PUMP
TO INFLATE OUR
ONLY FOOTBALL.

YEAHHHH ...
SORRY. CAN'T
HELP YOU

\\\obody ever ‘H\ihks about ruhhih3 for Treasw‘er,
because all anyone ever cares about are the 553-
+icket positions ke President and Vice President.
So I -figure if I s£3h vp ‘+omorrow, ‘H\e
Treasurer Job iS Pre++7/ much mine for the +a,<ih3.

%day, T went and put my name on the list to

ron for Treasurer. Uh{or-ruha-rely, this kid named
Marty Porter is running for Treasurer, too, and
he’s real brm’hy at math. So +his mi3¥\+ hot be as
eas7/ as T ‘H\ou\g}\‘h
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T +old Dad that T was runhing for student
30Verhmeh+, and he seemed Pre++7/ excited. 1’+
turns out he ran for student government when
he was my age, and he ac+ua||7/ won.

Dad du3 -H\rous}\ some old boxes in the basement

ah& -Fouh& onhe of Hs camPaish Pos+ers.

INTEGRITY
HONESTY
KNOW-HOW

. b
"

VOT

Frank Heff |e7

FOR

SECRETARY

T +¥\ou3¥\+ the Pos+er idea was Pre++7/ Sood, so
T asked Dad 4o drive me 4o the store +o get
some SUPP"ES. T loaded up on poster board and
markers, and T sPeh-r +he rest of the h63¥\+
makihg all my campaigh stuff. So lets Just }\oPe
these posters work.
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MLhdg;

T brou3¥\+ my posters in o school today, and T
Rave o sa7/, ‘H\e}/ came out Pre++7/ 300!./

o o

Do You Wan+t

MARTY PORTER
+o be your

TREASURER?

HEY, YOU'RE
DROPPING ALL

OUR MONEY, |3
YOU FOOL!

o
Remember in second Srode how

Mar+7/ Porter had head lice?

Do you rea||7/ want him
+ouchin3 YOUR money?

o
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T started hanging my posters up as soon as T
got in. But ﬂ\e}/ were oh|7/ up for about three
minutes before Vice Prihci?dl Roy s?oﬁed them.

?

. . -
(T?""
—
T

Mr. Roy said you weren+t allowed 4o write

“fabrications” about the other candidates. So T
+old Mr. Roy that the +Hh3 about the head lice
was true, and how it ?rac‘h'cally closed down the

whole school when i+ havvehed.

But he took down dll my posters “h)'W"‘}'- So +oda7/,
Mar+7/ Porter was g0ing around }\ahdihs out lollipops
to buy himself votes while my posters were sitting at
the bottom of Mr. Roy’s trash can. T guess +his

meahs my political career is o-mcially over.
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OCTOBER
Mongda
Well, it's -fihally October, and there are oh|7/
+Hr+7/ da?/s lef+ until Halloween. Halloween is
my FAVORITE holiday, even +hou3¥\ Mom says
Izm getting oo old +o 90 +rick-or-+rea+ih3
anymore.

Halloween is Dad’s favorite }\olida?/, too, but for
a different reason. On Halloween h53¥\+, while
all the other parents are hahdihs out candy,
Dad is hiding in the bushes with a big +ras{:

can full of water.

Ahd i dh7/ +eeha3ers pass 57/ our driVewa?/, he
drehc}\es ‘H\em.
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T'm not sure Dad rea||7/ understands +he concept
of Halloween. But T'm not gonha be the one who
sPoils his fun.

%hig*ﬁ was the oPehihS h.'3¥\+ of the Crossland

HES}\ School haunted house, and T got Mom +o
agree to take me and Rowley.

Rowley showed vp at my house wearing his Halloween
costume from last year. When T called him earlier
T told him to Just wear re3u|ar clothes, but of
course }\e di&h"f listen.

J

77NN
(] L]
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T tried not to let it bother me to0 much, ‘H\ough
Tve never been allowed o go to the Crossland
haunted house before, and T wasnt going to le+
Rowley ruin i+ for me. Rodrick has told me all
about i+, and TVve been |oo,<ih3 forward +o this
for about three 7/ears.

Ah7’Wd7’; w}\eh we 30+ ‘o ‘H\e entrance, T
started }\aviha second ‘H\ous}ﬁs about 305h3 in.

GOOD
EEEVENINGGG.

But Mom seemed like she was in a }\urry to get +his
over with, and she moved us alohs. Once we were
ﬂ\rouah ‘H\e 3a+e, it was ohe scare after ahoﬂ\er.
There were Vam\)ires Jurn\)ihg out at 7/ou and PeoPle
without heads and all sorts of crazy stuff.
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But the wors+ part was this area called Chainsaw
A||e7/. There was this bi3 vy n a hockey mask
and he had a REAL chainsaw. Rodrick told me
the chainsaw has a rubber blade, but T wasnt
+akih3 dh7' chances.

Ri3¥\+ when it looked like the chainsaw vy
was going to catch us, Mom s+eﬂ>ed in and
bailed us out.

I'M SORRY,
MAAM!




Mom made the chainsaw avy show us where the
exit was, and ‘H\a‘f was ‘H\e end of our }\auh‘red
house ex\)eriehce ri3¥\+ there. T guess 1t was a
li+tHe embarrassih3 when Mom did that, but T'm
willing o let it go this one ime.

Saturda

The Crossland haunted house really got me ‘H\ihkihs.
ﬂ\ose 3u>/s were charsihg five bucks a pop, and
the line stretched hal{way around the school.

T decided to make a haunted house of my own.
Ac+ua||7l, T had +o brih3 Rowley in on the deal,
because Mom wouldnt let me convert our first
floor into a full-out haunted mansion.

T krew Rowleyjs dad wouldnt be crazy about the
idea, either, so we decided to build the haunted
house in his basement and Just not mention it to
his Pareh‘rs.

Me and Rowley spent most of the da coming up
with an awesome Plah for our haunted house.
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Here was our final P|ah-‘

HALL OF LAKE OF
SCREAMS BLOOD BOTTOM-
njss PIT
ll
=) G&?éj T “ I

@@ -

' % ’ "‘ RAT TUNNEL
’ ’ \MAZE OF

1,000  DEATH
KNIFE SKULLS SLIDE

ACID
LAKE

T don*t mean o brns or ah7f+\-\ih3, but what
we came up with was WAY better than the
Crossland His\'\ School haunted house.

We realized we were gonna need o aet +he word
out that we were cloihs +his ‘H’\ihs , SO we 3o+
Some paper and made up a bunch of fl)fers.
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TN admit maybe we stretched the truth a litte
in our aclVer'h'Semeh'f, but we \wc} to make sure

PeoPle nc+ua||7f showed up-

HAUNTED
U%]Q@SE

wITH LIVE

’"" SHARKS!
ol &&

32 SURREY STREET

ADMISSION : 50¢
300 F.rn.

B7, the time we finished Pu‘H’ihs +he ﬂyers vp
around the heia\'\bor\'\ooc} and got back +o
Row|e7's basement, i+ was a|read7f 2:30, and we
hadn*t even started putting the actual haunted
house +03e+\'\er 7'e+

So we \'\acl to cut some corners from our

orisihal Plnh.
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When 3:00 rolled around, we looked outside o
see if ahyohe \'\ac} s\'\owec} vp- Ahc} sure ehous\'\,
there were about +weh+7 heis\'\bor\'\oocl kids waiting
in line outside Rowley's basement.

Now, T know our ﬂyers said admission was f.‘Hy
cents, but T could see that we had a chance +o
make a ki“ihs \'\ere.

So T told the kids that admission was two bucks,
and the fifty-cent thing was just a typo.

ﬂ\e first kid +o cous\'\ vp his two bucks was
Shane Snella. He Pm'cl his mohez and we let him

inside, and me and Row|e7' +o0
the Hall of Screams.

our Posi‘ﬁohs n
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The Hall of Screams was basica“y a bed with me
and Row|e7' on either side of it.

T guess may{)e we made the Hall of Screams a
li+te oo seary, because \-\alfway +\-\rou3\-\, Shane
curled vp in a ball underneath the bed. We +ried
+o 3e+ \'\im 4o crawl out from under 'H'\ere, but
he wouldnt budae.

T started ‘H’\ihkihs about all the mohe7' we were
|osih3 with this kid c|oseih3 up +he Hall of Screams,
and T knew we had +o 3e+ him out of there, quick.

EVeh+uca||7f, Row|e7',s dad came downstairs. A+
first I was \-\aPP to see \-\im, because I +\'\ou3\'\+
\'\e could \-\e|P uS drag S\whe out from under 'H'\e
bed and get our haunted house crahkihs again.



But Row|e7',$ dad wasn+ rea||7' n a \-\e|P-Fu| mood.

Row|e7f's dad wanted to know what we were

Joihs, and w\-\7' Shane Snella was curled up under
+he bed.

We told him that +he basement was a haunted
house, and that Shane Snella ac+ua||7f PAID
for us to do this to him. But Row|e7',$ dad didgn+t

be|ieVe uS.

I admit that if 7'ou looked arouhc}, it didnt
rea||7f look like a haunted house. All we had time
to put +03e+\'\er was the Hall of Screams and the
Lake of Blood, which was Jus+ Row|e7',$ old
baby pool with half a bottle of ke+c\'\uP mn it.
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T +ried to show Rowley’s dad our original plan
+o prove +hat we rea||7' were runhing o |e3i'h'mca+e
oPera'h'oh , but he still didnt seem convinced.

771NN
. .

And to make a |oh3 $+or7' short, that was the
end of our \'muh'fecl \'\ou5e.

ﬂ\e 300& news IS, Since Rowley,s dad didn+t
believe us, he didnt make us refund Shane's
mohe7'. So at least we cleared two bucks +ocla7'.
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Sunda
Row|e7' ended vp getting 3rouhc}ec} for that whole

haunted house mess 7'es+erc}a7'. He's not allowed +o
watch TV for a week, AND he's not allowed o
have me over at his house clurihs +hat time.

That last part really isnt fair, because thats
Puhis\-\ihs me, and I didnt even do ah7'+\'\ih3
wrong. And now where am T SUPPOSeJ to P|a7'
m7' video 3ames?

Ahyway, T felt kind of bad for Row|e7'. So
tonight, T tried 4o make i+ vp to him. T 4urned
onh one of Rowley’s favorite TV shows, and T
did o P|a7'—b7'-P|a7f over the P\'\ohe so he could
kind of exPeriehce it that wa7'.

WOW! LOOK AT THE SIZE
\ OF THAT FLAMETHROWER!
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T did m7' best +o keeP vp with what was 3oih3 on
on the screen, but to be honest with 7’ou, Tm
not sure if Row|e7' was 3e‘H’ih3 the full effect.

I BET THIS
PART IS
GONNA BE
FUNNY.

“\“ )

771NN\ ‘
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WHUP! HA HA!
I WAS RIGHT!
IT WAS

FUNNY.

/-

[ues§a§

Well, owley's grounding is f.‘hall)f over, and just
in +ime for Halloween, too. T went vp to his
house to check out his costume ) and T have +o
admit, Tm a litHe Jealous.

Row|e7',$ Mom 3o+ \'\im 'H'\is khis\'\‘f costume ‘H’\n‘f,s
WAY cooler than his costume from last 7'ear.
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His khis\'\-f outfit came with a helmet and a shield
and a real sword and EVERYTHING.

I,Ve never \wc} a s+ore—bou3\'\+ costume before.
I s+ill \'\nVeh,-f fisurec} out w\'\n'f I,m gonhha go as
‘omorrow his"\‘f, so T Proba{ﬂ)’ Ju$+ +hrow
50me+\'\ih3 +03e+\'\er at the last minute. T fisure
maybe T bn’hs back the Toilet PaPer Mummy again.

But I ﬂ\ihk it's SUPPosec} +o ran tomorrow
his\'\'f, So 'H'\crf mis\'\'f not be 'H'\e smartest c\'\oice.
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Th +he past few years, +he grown-ups in my
heis\'\bor\'\ooc} have been getting crahk7' abou+t

m7' lame costumes, and Tm starting o think it's
ac+ua||7f \-\avihs an effect on the amount of cah&y
T'm bringing in.

WHAT'RE
YOU

SUPPOSED
TO BE?

A COWBOY.

DOUBLE
BASEBALL

AN
O D

But T dont rea||7f have time to put +03e+\-\er a
300& costume, becavse T'm in c\-\arse of Plahhihs
out the best route for me and Row|e7f to +ake
tomorrow his\'\'f.

This year TVve come vp with a P|cm +hat'll aet us
at least twice the cahcb' we scored last 7'ear.

63



Halloween

About an hour before we were SUPPosed to start
+rick-or-+rea+ih3, T still didnt have a costume.
At that point T was seriously thinking about

going as a cowboy for +he second year in a row.

But +hen Mom knocked at my door and handed
me a Pira‘re costume, wi‘ﬂ\ an eye Pa+c¥\ and a

‘\ook and eVery‘H\ihs.

Row|e7/ showed up around 6:30 wedring his
khis‘ﬁ' costume, but it didnt look ANYTHING
like i+ looked 7/es+erddy.

Rowley’s mom made all these sm[e+7/ improvements
to i, and you couldnt even tell what he was
su‘)?ose& to be ahymore.
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She cut out a bis Nole in the front of +the helmet
so he could see better, and covered him up in all
‘H\is reflective +d\)e. She made Hm wear Hs winter
coat underneath eVery‘H\ihs, and she re‘)|aced his
sword with a 3|ow stick.

J

T sra{)beJ my Pillowcase, and me and Row|e7
started to head out. But Mom s+o‘>‘>ed us before
we could aet out +he door.

I WANT YOU TO
TAKE MANNY

WITH You!

65



Man, T should have known there was a catch
when Mom gave me +hat costume.

T +old Mom +here was no WAY we were +akih3
Mdhh)’ with us, because we were going to hit 152
houses in three hours. And Plus, we were going
to be on Snake Roa&, w‘xid\ 13 wa7/ “oo thser‘ous
for a little kid like Mdhhy.

T should never have mentioned that last part,
because the next ‘H\ihs T knew, Mom was +e||ih3
Dad he had +o go along with us to make sure we
didn+ S+eP foot outside our heishborhoo&. Dad
tried to sc‘uirm out of i, but once Mom makes vp
}\er mihd, ‘H\ere’s no way 7/ou can c}whse it.
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Before we even 30‘!’ out of our own drivewa , we
ran into our heisH)or‘ Mr. Mitchell and his kid
Jer‘emy. So of course THEY +433ed along with us.

Mahh)l and Jeremy wouldnt trick-or-treat at dh)’
)\ouses wi‘H\ s‘)ooky decorations on ‘ﬂ\em, so +¥w+
ruled out Pre++7' much eVery Nouse on our block.

Dad and Mr. Mitchell started +d|kih3 about
football or Some‘H\ihs, and every +ime one of them
wanted to make a point, ‘H\ey’d stop wa”(ihs.

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH
BLAH BLAH

So we were HHihs oh|7 about one house eVery
+weh+7/ minutes.
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After a cou‘)|e of hours, Dad and Mr. Mitchell
took the little kids home.

T was 3|ad, because that meant me and Row|e7
could take off. My Pi||owcase was almost em‘)+7/,
so T wanted o make up as much time as PossiHe.

A little while later, Row|e7 told me he needed a
"Po++7/ break.” T made him hold off for another
-For+7/--ﬁVe minutes. But {)7 +he time we got to m
sramma’s house, i+ was Pre‘Hy clear that f T didnt
e+ Rowley use the bathroom, i+ was gonna get messy.

So T +old Row|e7 if he wasnt back outside in
one mnute, 1 was gonha start }\el‘)ihs m)lse|-( to
Hs cahdy.

-

I

1

|




A-Her ‘H-\crl', we headed back out on +he road.
But i+ was a|read>l 10:30, and T guess +hat's
when mos+ grown-ups decide Halloween is over.

You can kind of tell becavse that's when ‘H-\ey
start comihs to the door in their PaJamas and
giving you the evil eye.

We decided o head home. We made vp a lot of
time after Dad and Mahhy lef+, so T was Pre++7/
satisfied with how much cahdy we took in.

When we were }m|fw47 home, +his Pickuv truck
came roan'hs down the street with a bunch of

Hs}x school kids in it.
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The kid in the back was ‘\oHihs a fire ex‘h’hsuis}\er,
and w*xeh ‘H\e truck Passed {)7 usS, }\e ovehed fire.

T have 4o give Row|e7 credit, because he blocked
about 95% of +he water with his shield. And if
he hadnt done that, all our cahdy would have

gotten soaked.

When +he truck drove away, T 7e||ed ovt SOme‘H\ihs
that T resreH'eJ about two seconds later.




The driver slammed on +he brakes and he turned
his 4ruck around. Me and Row|e7 started runhing,
but +hose 3“}'5 were n'3¥\+ on our heels.

The oh|7 P|ace T could think of +hat was safe
was Gramma's house, so we cut ‘H\rous‘\ a couP|e
{)ackyards +o 3e+ ‘H\ere. Gramma was in bed
a|rea&7, but T knew she keevs a key under the
mat on }\er front Pord\.

Once we got inside, T looked out +he window o see
f ‘ﬂ\ose 3“75 ‘w& fo"owe& s, dhd sure ehous‘x )
‘ﬂ\ey did. T 4ried 4o trick ‘H\em into |eavih3, but
‘H\e)l wouldn+t {)udse.

WELL, I GUESS NOW
THAT WE'RE SAFE IN
OUR OWN HOUSE,
YOU CAN'T GET US!

n



After a while, we realized +he teenagers were
3057\3 Yo wait us out, so we decided we were Jus+
gonha have o sPehd +he his\\‘l' at Grammas.
)ﬂ\cﬂ"s w\'\eh we started 3e+h'h3 cocky, makihs
mohkey noises at the teenagers and whatnot.

Well, at least T was makihs mohkey noises.
Row|e7 was kind of makihs owl noises, but T

guess it was +he same sehercﬂ idea.

OOH OOH!

T called Mom to +ell her we were going to crash
at Gramma's for the his\\‘l'. But Mom sounded
rea||7 mad on +he P\\ohe.

She said it was a school his\'\‘l', and that we had
o get home right that instant. So that meant
we were gohna \'\aVe to make a run for it.



I looked out ‘H\e wih&ow, and ‘H\is +ime, I A;Jn’+
see 'H\e truck. But T knew ‘H\ose 3“}'5 were Hdihs
SOmewhere and were Jus+ +r75h3 to draw us out.

So we snuck out the back door, hoﬂ)ed over
Gramma’s fence, and ran all the way to Snake
Road. T -Fisured our chances were better +here
because there arent ah)l s+ree+|.'3¥\+s.

Snake Road is scary ehoush on its ownh without
}\avihs a truckload of teenagers }wh‘h'hs you
Jowh. EVery +ime we saw a car comihs, we JoVe
into the bushes. T+ mustve taken us a half
Nour 4o 90 100 ydrds.




But believe it or not, we made it all the wa
\'\ome wi+\'\ou+ se‘H'ihs caus\'rh \\\eiﬂ'\er one of us
le+ our suarcl down until we got to my JriVewa?f.

But riSH then, there was this awful scream, and

we Saw a bis wave of water comihs +owarc} us.
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Man, T for30+ ALL about Dad, and we +o+a||7f

Paic} ‘H’\e Price for it.
WHOOPS!
HEH, HEH.

When me and Row|e7' got inside, we laid out all
our cahcly on the kitchen +table.

The oh|7f ‘H’\ihss we could sannse were o cou‘)le of
mints that were wra‘)‘)ec} n ce“o‘)\'\nhe, and the
toothbrushes Dr. Garrison gave us.

I ‘H’\ihk next Ha“oweeh I’“ JuS‘l' S‘l‘d?' \'\ome dhc}
mooch some Bu‘H’erfihsers from the bowl Mom
kee‘as on +°P of the refrisera‘for.



NOVEMBER

ursda
On the bus ride into school +oc}a7f we Passec} |>7'
Gramma’s \'\ouse I‘!‘ 30‘!‘ ro||ec} er'\ +oilet+ paper
las+ h.SH which T guess was ho big surprise.

]IT

T do feel a little bad, because it looked like i+ was
gonha +ake o long time to clean up- But on the
brisH side, Gramma is retired, so she Prabably
didnt have ah7'+\'\ih3 Plahhec} for +oJa7 ahywa?'.

\o\le hesga

Tn third period, Mr. Underwood, our Phys Ed
teacher, announced that the boys will be c}oihs a
wres+|ih3 unit for the next six weeks.
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If ‘H’\ere’s one ‘H'\ihs most 507'5 n m7' sc\'\ool are
into, its Professiohal wres+|ih3. So Mr.
Underwood mis\'rf as well have set off a bomb.

Lunch comes ris\ﬁ after P\'\ys Ed, and the

cafeteria was a comple‘fe madhouse.

T don+t know what the school is ‘H'\ihkihs \'\avihs

a wres+|ih3 uhit.

But T decided if T dont want to get twisted
into o Pre'h.el for the next month and a half, T
better do my homework on this wrestling business.



So T rented o cou‘)le of video games o learn
some moves. And you know what? After a while,
T was rea||7' starting to get +he \'mhs of .

DOES THIS
FEEL RIGHT?

Th fact, the other kids in my class had better
look out, because if T kee‘) +{:is up, T could be a
real threat. .
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ﬂ\eh asaih, I better make sure I dont do
TOO sooc}. This kid named Preston Mudd got
named Athlete of the Month for beihs the best
P|a7'er in the basketball unit, so ‘H’\e)' put his
picture vp in +he \'m”wo?'.

* PMudd °
Athlete of the
o Month o

T+ +ook Peovle about five seconds +o realize how
“P. Muc}c}" Souhc}ec} w\'\eh 7'ou Sdic} it out |ouc},
and after that, i+ was all over for Preston.

@




ursda
Well, T found out +oc}a7' +hat the kind of wres+|ih3
Mr. Underwood is +enc\'\ih3 is COMPLETELY
different from the kind +\'\e7f do on TV.

First of all, we have to wear these +\'\ih35 called
“sih3|e+s," which look like +hose ba‘ﬂ'\u'hs suits
+\'\e7' used to wear in the 1800s.

And second of all, there are no Pile drivers or
\'\E‘H'ihs Peovle over the heads with chairs or
anything like that.

ﬂwere’s not even a rihs with ropes around it.

T+ Just bas.‘cally a swea+7 mat that smells like
its never been washed before.
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Mr. Underwood started asking for volunteers so
he could demonstrate some wres+|ih3 holds, but
there was no way T was going to raise my hand.

Me and Rowley tried 4o hide out in the back of
‘H\e 37'm near ‘H\e curtamn, but +\'m+’s w\'\ere ‘H\e
girls were doing their gymhastics unit.

7N
" .

We 30+ out of there in a \wrry, and we went
back to w\'\ere +\'\e rest of +\'\e 3u7's were.

Mr. Underwood sihslecl me out, \arobably because
T'm the lightest kid in the class, and he could
toss me around without straining himself. He
showed evarybocly how 4o do all these +\'\ih35
called o “half nelson” and a “reversal” and a
“takedown” and stuff like that.



When he was Joihs +his one move called the
“fireman'’s carry,” T felt a breeze down below,
and T could +ell my singlet wash+ Joihs a sood
Job kee‘)ihs me covered up-

That's when T +hanked my l“ckf stars the
sirls were on the other side of the gy

Mr. Underwood divided us up nto weish-r groups.
T was Pre'Hy \'\aﬂ)y about that at firs+,
because i+ meant T wasn+ going to have +o
wrestle kids like Behh7' Wells, who can behc\'\-‘)ress
250 Pouhds.
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But then T found ot who T DID have +o wrestle,

and T would have traded for Behh7' Wells in a
\'\ear‘l'{)en‘h

GREG, YOU'LL BE
PAIRED UP WITH
FREGLEY HERE.

. N\

Fre3|e7' was +he oh|7' kid ||'3\'\+ ehous\'\ to be in my
weis\ﬁ class. And a‘)‘)arehﬂ)f Fre3|e7f was Payihs

attention when Mr. Underwood was giving

instructions, because \'\e Pihhed me eVer7' w\'\ic\'\ wa?'
7'ou couH imasihe. I SPeh‘i' m7' SeVeh‘H’\ Period
getting WAY more familiar with Fre3|e7' than T

ever wah+ecl to be.
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vesga

This wres+|ih3 unit has +o+a||7 turned our school
u‘aside down. Now kids are wres+|ih3 in the \mllways,
in the classrooms, you hame it. But the fifteen
minutes after lunch where ‘H\ey let us outside is
+he wors+.

You cant walk five feet without +ri‘7‘aih3 over a
cou‘ale of kids going at it. T Just +r7 to kee‘)

my distance. Ahd mark my words, one of these
fools is going to roll r£3¥\+ onto the Cheese and
start the Cheese Touch all over again.
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M}/ other 553 ‘aroblem is that T have to wrestle
Fregley every single day. But +his morhing T
realized someﬂ\ih\g. Tf T can move out of
'Fregley’s weis\ﬁ class, T won+t have to wrestle
him ahymore.

So +oda7, T stuffed my clothes with a bunch of
socks and shirts o 3e+ mySel'f into the next
wei\g\ﬁ class.

But T was still 4oo |a'3\\+ to0 move up-

N e
* Zas°

| —

T realized T was gonnha have +o gain wei\g‘ﬁ for
real. At first T +hou3\\+ T should Just start
|oadih3 up oh Juhk food, but +then T had a much
better idea.
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I decided +o saih my we@ﬁ n MUSCLE, not fat.

TVe never been all that interested in getting in
sha‘)e before, but this wres+|ih3 unit has made me
rethink +hings.

T figure f T bk up how, it could ac+ua||7 come
n \mhdy down the road.

The football unit is coming in +he spring, and
‘H\ey split the teams up into shirts and skins.
Ahd I ALWAYS 3e+ ‘7U+ on skins.

T +hink +¥\e7/ do that to make all the oﬂ-o{-s‘wa‘ae
kids feel ashamed of +themselves.
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TfT can ‘mck on some muscle now, i1l be a
whole different s+or7/ next A‘an'l.

GREG HEFFLEY,
YOURE ON

Tohig}ﬁ, after dinner, T got Mom and Dad
+03e+¥\er and told them my ‘alah. T told them T
was going +o need some serious exercise equi‘ameh-h

and some we£3¥\+-3aih ‘aowder, too.

T showed them some muscle magazines T got at
the store so +¥\e7 could see how ri‘a‘)ed T was
3oih3 to be.
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Mom didnt really say ahyﬂwiha at first, but Dad
was Pre++7 enthusiastic. T +hink he was Just
Slad T had a c‘mhae of heart from how T used
to be when T was a kid—

IF YOU WORK
OUT REGULARLY,
YOU CAN GET

BIG MUSCLES!

MUSCLES
ARE

GROSS!

But Mom said if T wanted a wei\g}ﬁ set, T was
going to have o prove that T could stick with
an exercise regimen. She said T could do that b)/
Joihg si+-u‘as and Jum‘aihg Jacks for two weeks.

T had 4o ex‘alaih that the ohly way to get
+o+a||7 bulked vp is to get the kind of high-‘fec\-\
machines +¥\e7 Nave at the aym but Mom didnt
want to hear it.
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Then Dad said if T wanted a bench press, T
should kee‘: my fingers crossed for Christmas.

But Christmas is a month and a half away. And
T 3e+ ‘aihhed 57/ Fregley one more time, T

gonna have a nervous break down.

So it looks like Mom and Dad arent going to be
any }\el‘). And that means T'm going to have o

take matters into my owh hands, as usual.

Scrh/rda%

T couldnt wait to start my we53¥\+-+raihih3
program +oda7/. Even +¥\ou3¥\ Mom wouldnt let
me 3e+ the ec‘ui‘)meh‘r I heeded, I wash+ 3oih3
to let that hold me back.
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So T went into the fridge and emptied out the
milk and orange juice and filled the Jvgs with
sand. ﬂ\eh I +a‘7ed them 4o a broomS‘h'ck, and
T had myself a ‘are++7 decent barbell.

A'Her +\m+, I made a bench press out of an
irohiha board and some boxes. Once T had +hat
all set, T was ready to do some serious |i'f+ih3.

T needed o spotting parther, so T called

Rowley. And when he showed vp ot my door
wearing some ridiculous getup, T knew T made

AN

a mistake inviting Kim.
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T made Rowley use the bench press first, mostl
because T wanted o see if the broomstick was
going to hold up-

He did about five reps, and he was ready o
quit, but T wouldnt let him. That's what a
3005 +raihih3 ‘mr+her is for, 4o ‘aush you
beyohd your limits.

FIFTEEN MORE!

T knew Rowley wash + going o be as serious
about we63¥\+ |i'f+ih3 as T was, so 1 decided o
+r7 out ah ex‘aerimeh‘r to test his dedication.

Tn the middle of Rowley's set, T went and got
+his P}\ohy nose and mustache Rodrick has in his

Juhk drawer.
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And r@ﬁ when Rowley had +he barbell in the

“down’ position, T leaned over and looked at him.

Sure ehough, Rowley TOTALLY lost his
concentration. He couldnt even get the barbell
off Nis chest. T ‘H\oug\ﬁ about \\el‘)ihg him out,
but then T realized that if Rowley didn't get
serious about workihg out, he was never going ‘o
get to my level.

T eVeh+ua||7 Nad to rescue him, because he started
bi‘h'hg the milk Jus to let the sand leak out.
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After Rowley got off the bench press, it was
+ime for my set. But Rowley said he didnt feel

like workihg out ahymore, ahd }\e went }\ome.

You khow, I 'figured he'd ‘aull some‘ﬂ\ihg like +that.
But T guess you cant ex‘aec+ eVeryohe +o have
the same kih!’ of dedication as 7lou.

Wednesda

Today in Geosra‘aky we \'\ad a quiz, ahd I \’\dVe
to say, Tve been |ook£h3 forward +o this one for
a long time.

The quiz was on state ca‘>£+a|s, and T sit in
the back of the room, n'3¥\+ next to this Siah‘f
map of the United States. All the ca‘)i‘hls are
written in 553 red ‘an'h+, so I knew I had +his
one in the bag.

73



But risH' before the test 30+ s+ar+ed, Pa++7l
Farrell PiPeJ up from +he front of +he room.

Pa++7/ told Mr. Tra that he should cover up +he
United States map before we 30+ started.

So thanks o Pa++7f, T ended vp ﬂuhkihs +he

quiz. And T will JefihH-ely be |ookih3 for a way
to Pdf her back for that one.
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ursga
Tohis}ﬁ' Mom came vp +o m7/ room, and she had a

ﬂyer in her hand. As soon as T saw it, T knew
EXACTLY what it was.

T+ was an announcement that the school is }\avihs
+ryou+s for a winter P|a7. Man, T should have
thrown that +Hh3 out when T saw i+ on the
kitchen +able.

T BEGGED her not o make me sigh up- Those
school P|a75 are a|wa75 musicals, and the last
+¥\ih3 T need is 4o have +o sihg a solo in front
of +he whole school.

But all my besaihs seemed to do was make Mom
more sure L should do it.
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Mom said the oh|7/ way T was going to be
“well-rounded” was by trying different things.

Dad came in my room to see what was going on.
1 +o|d Dad +¥~m+ Mom was makihs me sish vp for
+he school P|a7, and that if T had 4o start
going to P|a7 practices, it would +o+a||7 mess up
my wei3¥\+—|i1(+ih3 schedule.

T knew that would make Dad +take my side. Dad
and Mom arsued for a few minutes ) but Dad was

no ma+c¥\ for Mom.

So +¥\a+ means tomorrow I,Ve 30+ +to auJH'ioh

for +he school P|a7.

Frida¥

The P""f +¥\e7’re Joihs +his year is “The Wizard
of 0z." A lot of kids came wearing costumes for
+he Par+s ﬂ\ey were +r7|'h3 out for.
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TVe never even seen the movie, So for me, it
was like wa”(ihs into a freak show.

Mrs. Norton, the music director, made eVeryohe
sing "P’\y Couh+r7 "Tis of Thee" so she could hear
our singihg Voices. T did my singing +You+s with
a bunch of other boys whose moms made them
come, too. 1 tried to sing as quie+|7 as Possible,
but of course T 30+ sih3|ed out, qhywqy.
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:[ }mVe ho idea w}wcﬁ' a "SOPraho" S, but from
+he way Some of the 3ir|s were 3‘33““3’ T knew
it wasnt a good thing.

Tryouts went on forever. The srahd finale came
with auditions for Doroﬂ\y, who T guess is +he
lead character in the P|a7.

T +¥\ou3¥\+ about +r7ih3 out for the Par+ of the
Witch, becavse T heard that in the P|a7, +he
Witch does all sorts of mean +Hh35 to Doroﬂ\y.

But then SOrnebon told me theres a Good Witch
ahd a Bad WH'C}'\, ahd wiﬂ\ m |uc’<, :[’J ehd vp
3e++ih3 Picked 1o be the 300]

one.
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Monda

T was }\opihs Mrs. Norton would Just cut me from
the P'df’ but +oda7 she said that eVeryohe who
tried out is going to get a Par'i'. So |uc’<7/ me.

Mrs. Nor'i'oh showed "ﬂwe Wizard of Oz" movie
So everyohe would know the s+or7. T was +r7ih3
to fisure out what part T should ?""7’ but
Pre++7l muc}w eVery c}mrad'er }ms to sihs or Jahce
at one point or another. But about halfwa
ﬂ\rous}\ 'ﬂ\e moVie, 1 fisured out w}wri' Par'i' 1
wanted o sigh vp for. T'm going o sigh vp to
be a Tree, because l) -ﬂ\ey dont have o sih3
and 2) -ﬂ\ey get to bean Doro-ﬂ\y with aﬂﬂes.
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Ge++ih3 +to Peg Pa++7l Farrell with qﬂﬂes n
front of a live avdience would be my dream come
tree. T may qc+uq||7 have o thank Mom for
mqkihs me do this P|q7 once its all over.

Aﬁ'er +he movie ended ) T sished vp to be a Tree.
Uhfor+uhq+e|7, a bunch of other guys had +he
same idea as me, so 1 guess there are a lot of

auys who have a bone +o Pick with Pa++7/ Farrell.

Wedhesda%

Well, like Mom always says, be careful w}mﬁgou
wis}w for. 1 30+ Picked to be a Tree, but
dont know if that's such a soocl +¥\ih3. The
Tree costumes don+ qc+uq||7 Nave arm holes, so

T guess +hat rules out “hf avvle—ﬂwrowihs.




T should Proba{>|7/ feel |uck7/ that T got a
sPeakihs part at all. ﬂ-\ey had too mahy kids
+r7ih3 out, and not ehoush roles, so +¥\e7 had
to start makihs vp charad'ers.

Rodhey James +tried ouvt to be the Tin Man, but
he 30+ stuck with beihs +he Shrub.

Frida

RJe;njnber how T said T was |uck7/ Yo get a
sPeakihs Par+? Well, +oda7 T found ovt T oh|7
have one line in +he whole P|a7. T sa{ it when
Doroﬂ\)/ Picks an aﬂﬂe off m7/ branch.
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ﬂ'\cﬁ' means :[ }mVe +o 90 1o a ‘hn/o—}\our Prad’ice
eVer7/ Ja?/ Jus+ so :[ can sa7/ one s+uPiJ word.

Tm starting to think Rodhey James got a better
deal as the Shrub. He found a way to sheak a
video game into his costume, and Tl bet +hat
rea||7 makes +he time 90 by

So now :[’m +r7|'h3 o +¥\ih’< of Wa7/s +to 3e+ Mrs.
Norton +o kick me out of the P|a7. But when
you oh|7/ have one word +o say, +'s rea||7/ hard +o

mess up 7our lines.
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DECEMBER

ursga

The P|a7 is oh|7/ a couP|e of Jays away, and T
have no idea how were going to PU“ +his +¥~uh3 off.

First of all, hobody has bothered +o learn +heir
lines, and thats all Mrs. Norton's faul+.

Dunhs rehearsal, Mrs. Norton whspers eVeryohes
lines 4o +hem from +he side of the stage.

I GET THAT

————— YOU RE PRETTY!
’ ILL GET ™
. YOU, MY !
\ PRETTY' /

- Tl

:[ wonder }\ow s 30ih3 +o 9o nex+t Tuesday
w}weh Mrs. Norton is si++ih3 at }\er Piaho +Hr+7
feet away.
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Ahoﬂ\er +Hh3 +¥\a+’s screwihs eVeryﬂxihs vp IS
+hat Mrs. Norton kee?s addihg hew scehes and

new c}mrac'l'ers.

Yes+erda7/ ) she broua}ﬁ in ﬂ\is {irs+—3rader +to
?|°7 Doro+\\7/'s dos, Toto. But +oda7/, +he kid's
mom came in and said she wanted her child 4o
walk around on two legs, because crawlihs around
on all fours would be +oo “desradihs.“

(s

So how we Ve got a dos that's gonna be walkihs
around on his hind |e3$ for the whole show.

But the worst c}mhse is +that Mrs. Norton ac+ua||7/
wrote a sohg +¥\a+ vs TREES *\aVe o sihg.
S\'\e said eVeryohe “deSerVes“ a c\'\ahce +to sihs

in the ?lay.
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So +oda7l we spent an hour |earhih3 +he worst
sohg ﬂ'\tﬁ”s ever been written.

ﬂmhk God Rodrick won+t be in ﬂ\e avdience to
see me humiliate myself. Mrs. Norton said the
?lay IS going o be a “semiformal occasion,” and
I know ﬂ\ere’s no way Rodrick 1S soihg to wear
a tie for a middle school Play.

But +oda7/ wasn+ all bad. Toward the end of
Pracﬁce , Archie Ke"y +ri?‘>ed over Rodhey James
and chi‘)?ed his tooth because he couldnt stick
Nis arms out to break his fall.
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A W

So the sood news is, ﬂ\ey,re |e++£h3 us Trees

carve out arm *\oles for ﬂ\e \)er{ormahce.

vesda
'\Bhis}ﬁ' was the bis school Produd'{oh of “The Wizard
of 0z." The first Sish +hat ‘H\Ehss were not soihs +o
a0 well *\a\)\)ehed before the \)lay even started.

T was Peekihs ﬂ\rous*\
the curtain to check out
how mahy Peovle showed
up to see +he \)lay, and
guess who was s+ahdih3
r.'sH' up front? My
broﬂ\er Rodn’ck, wearihs

a cliP-oh +e.
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He must BGVe found out I was sihsihs, and he
couldnt resist the chance to see me embarrass mySel{.

The ?lay was SUPPoSed 1o start at 8:00, but it aot
delayed because Rodhey James had stage 'fris\'d'.

Youd {isure +that someone whose Job it was to sit
on the stage and do ho+\'\ih3 could Just suck i+ up
for one ?er{ormahce. But Rodhey wouldn+ budse,
and eVeh+ua“7l, his mom had o carry him off.

(-

The ?lay {iha“y got started around 8:30.
Nobody could remember +heir lines, Just like T
predicted, but Mrs. Norton kept +hings moving
alohs with her piaho.
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The kid who ?layed Toto brousH' a stool and a
?ile of comic books onto the stage, and that
+o+a||7/ rvined the whole “503" effect.

W}xeh it was time for 'ﬂ\e forest scene, me and
ﬂ\e oﬂ\er Trees }\o?‘)ed ihto our PosH’iohs. ﬂ\e
curtains rose, and when ﬂ\ey did, T heard

Mahhyjs Voice.
BUBBY! 1
' 2

S,
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Great. T have been able +o kee? +hat hickname
quiet for five years, and now all of the sudden
the whole town knew it. T could feel about 300
pairs of eyeballs ?oih+ed my way.

So T did some c‘uick ad-libbihs and T was able +o
deflect the embarrassment over o Archie Ke“y.

I THINK YOU
DROPPED AN

But the ma jor embarrassment was still on the
way. When T Keard Mrs. Norton Playihs +he

first few bars of “We Three Trees,” T felt my
stomach Jum?.

T looked out at +the auvdience, and T noticed
Rodrick was }\oldihs a Video camera.
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T knew that if T sahg +he song and Rodrick
recorded i+, he would kee? +he tape forever and
vse 1t to hum.’licﬁ'e me for ﬂ\e rest of m7l life.

T didnt know what 1o do, so when the time
came to start singhg, T Jus+ ke\ﬁ' m7/ mouth shut.

WE THREE TREES
13 "FROM YONDER  ¢/J
GLEN...
» DN

For a few seconds +¥\ere, +Hhss went OK, I
{isured that if T didnt +ec¥\hica||7/ sing +he
song, +hen Rodrick wouldnt have ahyﬂxihs +o
Nold over my head. But after a few seconds, the
oﬂ\er Trees ho+iced I wash+ sihs.'hs.
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I guess ﬂ\ey must Ve ﬂ\ous}ﬁ' I knew Someﬂ\ihs
+¥\a+ +¥\e7/ didh’i', So +¥\e7/ s+0\>\>ed sihsihs, +oo.

DO SPY A MAIDEN
§0  FAIR AND swee; .

Now ﬂ\e ﬂ\ree of us were Jus+ S+ahdih3 ﬂ\ere )
nhot sayihs a word. Mrs. Norton must have
ﬂ\ous*ﬂ' we {orsoi' ﬂ\e words o ﬂ\e sohg,
because she came over to the side of the stage
and whis‘)ered the rest of +he |7lrics to us.

21 WHILST WE ARE
-+ ROOTED TO OUR
. SPOTS, SHE )
' DOTH MOVE ON
 LIGHTER FEET ... /

I~ <

|l | 'JI '

NN N

|



The song is oh|7l about +three minutes |oh3 , but
to me i+ fel+ like an hour and a half. T was Just
?rayihs +he curtains would g0 down so we could

*\o? off ﬂ\e s+a3e.

ﬂmi"s wheh I hoticed PcrH'}/ Farrell S+ahdih3 in
+he wings. And if looks could kill, us Trees would
be dead. She ?robably ﬂ\ous}ﬁ' we were ruhing her
c\'\ahces of makihs it to Broadway or Someﬂ\.'hs.

Seeih3 Pd‘H7/ S+ahdih3 ﬂ\ere remihded me w}\y I
Sished vp 1o be a Tree in ﬂ\e first Place.




Pre:Hy sooh, ﬂ\e rest of 'ﬂ\e Trees started
'ﬂ\rowihg a?‘ales, too. T think Toto even got in
onh ﬂ\e act.

Somebody knocked the glasses off of PcrH'y’s
head, and one of the lenses broke. Mrs. Norton
had to shut down the ?lay after that, because
Pa++7/ cant see two feet in front of her
without her glasses.

After the ?lay was over, my fum.’ly went home
+03e+}\er. Mom had brous\'d' a bouquei‘ of flowers,
and T guess ﬂ\ey were SUPPOSeJ to be for me.
But s}xe ehded vp +ossih3 ﬂ\em n ﬂ\e +ras¥\ can
on the way out the door.

T Jus+ *\o?e +hat eVeryohe who came 1o see the
?lay was as entertained as T was.
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Wednesda
Well, if one sood +)nih3 came out of the P‘d}l' it's
that T dont have o worry about the “Bubbyn

hickhame ahymore.

T saw Archie Kelly getting hassled in the )nallway
after fifth Pen'ocl +ocld7f, so it looks like T can
fihally start 4o breathe a little easier.

“BUBBY™
A ]

a5
|

Sunga

With all this stuff going on at school, T
haven® even had 4ime o think about Christmas.
And it's less than ten Jays away.
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Ih fact ) +)ne oh|>f +)nih3 ‘H’\cﬁ' +i‘7\>ecl me off
t+hat Christmas was comihs was when Rodrick PU+
his wish list up on +he refriserﬁor.

" Rodricks Wish )
Lis+

1. NeW ClFUrnS
2. New van

3' S’nrunken Jneacl
N b

N <

T uswlly make a bis wish list every year, but
this Christmas, all T really want is this video
game called Twisted Wizard.

’\Bn.'sm Mahhy was going +)nrou3)n the Christmas
ca+a|03, Pickihs out all the stuff he wants with
a bis red marker. Mahhy was circling every single
+o7f in the ca+d|03. He was even circlihs really
expensive +)nih35 like o giant motorized car and

stuff like +hat.
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So I decided o s+e\7 in and siVe )nim some soocl
{)is—{)ro+)r\er|7 advice.

T told him 4+hat if he circled stuff that was
‘oo exPehsiVe, )ne was soihs to end vp wH')n a
{)uhc)n of c|o+)nes for Onris+mas. I said )ne
s)nouH Jus+ Pick +)nree or four meclium—‘aricecl
siﬁ's SO )ne would end up wH')n a couP|e of
+)nih35 he ac+ua||7f wanted.

But of course Mahhy Just went back o circ|ih3
eVer7f+)nih3 asaih. So T guess he'll Jus+ have 4o
learn the hard way.

When T was seven, +he oh|7 +)nih3 T rea”y
wanted for C)(\ris+mds was a Darbie Dream House.
And NOT becauvse T like sirls' +o7fs, like
Rodrick said.
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T Jus+ +)nou3)n+ it would be a rea”y awesome fort
for my +o>l soldiers.

When Mom and Dad saw my wish list that year,
+)ne7f 30+ n a bis ﬁs)rﬁ' over it. Dad said there was
ho way he was getting me a dolthouse, but Mom
said it was )neaH)ny for me to "ex\aerimehﬁ'" wH')n
whatever kind of +o7fs T wanted 4o \7“‘7 with.

Believe it or not, Dad ac+ua||7f won that argument.
Dad told me to start my wish list over and Pick
Some +o7fs +)na+ were more “aﬂ)m\)riﬁe" for {)oys.

But I )ndWe a secret weapon w)neh it comes to
Christmas. My Uncle Charlie always gets me whatever
I want. I told )nim I wan+ted +)ne Barbie Dream
House, dhcl )ne sau'cl )ne’cl )nook me up.



On Christmas, when Uncle Charlie gave me my
3.‘1[-!', it was NOT what T asked for. He mustve
walked into the +o7f store and Pickecl vp the first
+)nih3 he saw that had the word “Barbie”

on it.

So if you ever see a Pid‘ure of me w)nere I’m
)no|clih3 a Beach Fun Barbie, now at least you
kinow +)ne w)nole s+or>f.

Dad wasnt real )naﬂay when he saw what Uncle
Charlie got me. He told me to either throw it
out or SEVe it away to c)nari+7'.

Bt T ke\rl' it anyway. And OK, T admit maybe
T +took # out and \7|d>fecl with it once or twice.
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/n\cﬁ"s how I ended up in the emersehcy room
two weeks later with a Pihk Barbie shoe stuck up
my nose. Ahcl believe me, Rodrick has never let

me hear the end of THAT.

ursga
Tohis‘-d' me and Mom went out o 3e+ a 351[+ for
+he Givihs Tree at church. /ﬂ\e Givihs Tree 1S
basically a Secret Santa kind of +¥\ih3 where you
get a SEH for someone who is heecly.

Mom Pickecl out a red wool sweater for our

Givihs Tree 3“7'

T tried 4o talk Mom into getting SOmeﬂ'\ihs a
lot cooler, like a TV or a slushie machine or
someﬂ'\ihs like +hat.
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Because imagine if all you got on Christmas was

a wool sweater.

Tm sure our Givihs Tree vy will throw his sweater
in the trash, alohs with the ten cans of yams we
sent his way Jurihs the ’ﬂwhkssivihs Food Drive.

Christmas
When T woke vp +his morhihs and went clowhshirs,

there were about a million 3[1[+s under the Christmas
tree. But wheh I s+dr+ecl Ji&sihs drouhcl, -H\ere
were harc“y any 3:'1[+s with my hame on them.
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But Mahhy made out like a bandit. He got EVERY
sih3|e +)nih3 )ne circled in +)ne Cd+d|03, ho lie. So
T bet he's 3|acl he didn't listen to me.

I Jucl find a couP|e +)nih3$ wH')n my hame on

‘l')nem, but +)ne>l were mos+|7 books and socks and
stuff like +that.

I oPeheJ my siﬁ's n +)ne corner be)nihcl +)ne
couch, because T dont like opehing siﬁ's hear
Dad. Whenever someone opens a 3:'1[+, Dad SWOoopS
ris)n+ in and cleans up after them.

) TGO C

QP /\'
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T gave Mahhy a +o7f )ne|ic0\>+er and T gave
Rodrick a book about rock bands. Rodrick gave
me a {)ook, too0, but of course )ne didn’t wrap it.
/n\e book )ne 30+ me was Dest of Ll Cutie.”
“LA Cutie” is +)ne worst comic in +)ne newspaper,
and Rodrick knows how much T hate it. T +hink
this is the fourth yedr in a row 1 ve gotten a
‘LY Cutie” book from him.

T gave Mom and Dad their 3:'1[+s. T get +hem
+)ne same kind of +)nih3 eVery year, but Pareh+s
eat that stuff up-
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The rest of the relatives started s)nowihs up
around 11:00, and Uncle Charlie came at noon.

Uncle Charlie brous)(ﬁ' a {763 trash bas full of
351(+s, and he ?ullecl my present out of the top
of the bas.

ﬂ'\e ?ackase was the exact ris)rﬁ' size and s)na‘)e
to be a Twisted Wizard game, So T knew Uncle
Charlie came +)nrou3)n for me. Mom got the camera
reacly and T 4ore open my 361[+.




But it was Just an 8 x 10 picture of Uncle Charlie.

T guess T didnt do a soocl Job of Hclihs rn7/
clisa??oih'l'meh'l', and Mom got mad. All T can say
is, T'm slacl T'm still a kid, becavse if T had

to act ha??y about the kinds of 351[+s growh-ups
se‘h T dont think T could ?u“ it off.

I KNOW THE
PERFECT

124



T went vp to rn7/ room +to take a break for a
while. A cou?le minutes later, Dad knocked on my
door. He told me he had my SEH for me out in
+he garage, and the reason it was out there was

because i+ was +oo bis o wrap.

And when T walked down to the garage, +here
was a brand-new we.'3¥~\+ se+t.




That thing must have cost a fortune. T didn+
have +he heart 4o tell Dad that T kind of lost
interest in the whole weight-lifting thing when
+he wres+|ih3 unit ended last week. So T Just
said “-Hnahks" instead.

I -H\ihk Dad was ex?ech'hs me o clro? down and
start cloihs some reps or someﬂwihs, bt T Jus+
excused m7/se|1[ and went back inside.

At about 6:00, all the relatives cleared out.

T was sitting on the couch wa+cHh3 Mahhy ?lay
with his +o7/s, feelihs ?re++7 sorry for myself.
Then Mom came vp to me and said that she
found a gift behind the piano with my Name on
it, and i+ said, “From Santa.”
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‘ﬂwe box was wa7/ oo bis for Twis-recl \Alizarcl, but
Mom ?ullecl the same "553 box" trick on me last
7/ear when she got me a rnernory card for rn7/
video game S7IS+ern.

So T ri??ecl open +he ?ackase and ?u“ecl out my
present. Oh|7/ this wasnt Twisted Wizard,
either. T+ was a giant red wool sweater.

A‘l’ first I ‘H\ous‘\'l' Mom was ?layihs some
kind of ?rach'cal Joke on me, because this
sweater was -H\e same kind we bous\ﬁ for our

Givihs Tree 3u7/.

But Mom seemed ?re++7 confused, too. She said
s‘we DID bu7/ me a Video game, and 'H\orl' s\\e \\acl

ho idea w‘worl' 'H\e sweater was cloihs n rn7’ box.



Ahcl ‘H\eh 1 fisurecl it out. I told Mom ‘H\ere
must \naVe been some kind of rm'x-u?, and I 3°+
'H\e Givihs Tree 3u7/’s 351[+, and ‘\e 3°+ mine.

Mom said she used the same kind of wrapping
paper for {)oﬂ\ of our 351[+S, so s‘we mustVe
written +\~\e wrong hames oh 'H\e +a35.

But then Mom said that this was really a soocl
-Hwihs, because the Givihs Tree guy was ?robably
rea||7/ ‘\a??y he got such a great 351[+.

IT'S A
CHRISTMAS
MIRACLE!
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T had +o ex?laih +hat you heed a game S7’S+ern
and a TV 4o ?lay Twisted Wizard, so the game

was +o+a||7/ useless o him.

-
#

EVeh 'H\ous‘\ rn7/ C‘\riS'l'mas was hot soihs 'H\orl'
great, T'm sure it was going a whole lot worse

for 'H\e Givihs Tree 3u7/.

T kind of decided +o +hrow in the towel for +his
Christmas, and T headed vp o Rowley’s Nouse.
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T 1[or30+ to 3e+ a 351[+ for Rowley, so T Jus+
sla??ed a bow on the “L’il Cutie” book
Rodrick gave me.

And that seemed to do the trick.

Rowley's parents have a lot of rnohey, so T can
alwo?/s count on them for a soocl 3i1[+.

But Rowley said that this year he ?icked out my
351[1' Hrnsew. ﬂ'\eh ‘\e brous‘w‘l' me ou‘l’sicle +to S‘\ow

me w\w-f it was.
From the way Rowley was “7’?"“3 his present, T

‘H\ous‘\‘l' ‘\e must ‘\aVe soHeh me a {)is-screeh
TV or a mo+orc7/c|e or Sorne‘l"\ihs.
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But once again, T let my ‘\o?es get Yoo “‘3“'

v

FVINN

Rowley got me a Bis Wheel. T guess T would
have +\~\ou3¥~\+ this was a cool 3.‘1[+ when T was in

'H\e 'H\ircl sracle, but 1 HaVe ho idea w‘wa+ lﬂrn
SU??osed to do w.'-H\ ohe nhow.

Rowley was so enthusiastic about i+ that T +tried
my best o act like T was ‘\a??y ahywo?/.

//./ (] \\.\ . IE
j q%’: &
|

We went back inside, and Rowley showed me his
Q\riS‘l'maS loot.



He sure so+ a lot more stuff ‘H‘mh I did. He
even got Twisted Wizard, so at least T can ?lo?/
it when T come vp to his house. That is, until
Rowley’s dad finds ovt how violent it is.

Ahcl {307/ ) 7/ou ‘\oNe hever seen Someone as ‘\a?? as
Row|e7/ wi‘ﬂw HS “L Cutie” book. His mom Sou'] it
was the oh|7/ thing on his list that he didnt get.

Well, T'm slacl SOMEONE got what 'H\ey
wanted +ocla7/.

ITS A
CHRISTMAS




New YEQF,S EVe

Ih case 7/ou,re wohclerihs w‘worl' lﬂrn cloihs n rn7/ room
at 4:00 p-m. on New Years Eve, let me {ill you in.

Earlier +ocla7/, me and Mahh7/ were horsihs around in
+he basement. T found a +ih7/ black ball of +thread
on the carpet, and T +old Mahhy i+ was a s?icler.

Then T held i+ over him ?re+ehclih3 like T was
soihs to make Hrn eat 1.

SCREAM!
SQUEALY

R.’sh'r when T was about +o let Mahhy 90, he
sla??ed my hand and made me clro? the +hread.
And guess what? That fool swallowed it.

GULP
\

o



Well, Mahhy comple‘l’el)/ lost his mind. He ran
vpstairs to where Mom was, and T knew T was
n bis trouble.

||
- s

Mahhy told Mom T made him eat a sPiJer. T
told her there was no sPiJer, and that it was
Just o ‘h'h)/ ball of thread.

SNIFF

Mom brous}ﬂ' Mahhy over to the kitchen table.
ﬂ\eh s"\e Pu+ a seeJ, a rasin, and a grape oh a
Pla‘fe and told Mahhy to point to +he ‘H‘\ihs
that was the closest in size o the prece of
thread he swallowed.
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Mahhy took a while to look over the ‘H\ihss on
+he Pla‘fe.

Then he walked over 4o the refrisera‘for and
Pulle& out an orange.

Wier
il

So thats why T got sent to bed at 7:00 and
I'm hot downstairs wa+chih3 ‘H\e New Year's
Eve s?eciad on V.

And that’s also why my ohly New Year's

resolution is to never ?ld)l wi‘ﬂ'\ Mahhy asdu'h.

135



JANUARY
Wedhesda
T found a wa)l to have some fun with the Bis Wheel
Row|e>l got me for Christmas. T came up with this
game where one vy rides down the hill and the
other vy tries to knock him off with a football.

Row|ez was the first one down the hill, and T

was the ‘H‘\rOWer.

T+s a lot harder 40 hit a moVing target than T
‘H\ous}ﬁ'. Plus, T didnt aet a lot of practice. T+
+ook Row|e>l ke ten mnutes to walk the Bis Wheel
back up the hill after every trip down.
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Rowle)l keP‘!’ askihs to switch Places and have me
be the one who rides the Bi3 Wheel, bt T'm no
fool. That ‘H‘\ihs was H‘Hihs ﬂ'\ir‘i'y-fiVe miles an
hour, and it didnt have dh}' brakes.

DO YOU WANT NO THANKS...
TO HAVE A I'™M NOT AS
TURN NOW? GOOD AS YOU!
(PANT, PANT)

Ah)lway , T never did knock Rowle)l off the Bi3
Wheel +oc}a>l. But T guess T have SOme‘H\ihs +to

work at over ﬂ\e rest of C‘\n'sﬁ'mas vacation.

ursda
T was ‘\eac}ihs vp o Rowley,s +oc}a>l to Pla our
Bis Wheel game again, but Mom said T had +o
'Fihis"\ my C"\n'sﬁ’mas ‘H\ahk-yous before I went

out ahyw"\ere.



T ‘H‘\ous"ﬂ' T could Just crank out my ‘H\ahk-you
cards in a half hour, but when it came to ac+ua||7
writing them, my mind went blank.

&= D\ 1S

Let me +ell you, its not easy writing ‘H‘mhk-you
notes for stuff 7Iou didnt want in the first ?lace.

T started with the nonclothes items, becavse T
‘H‘\OUS"\+ ‘H\ey'd be easiest. But after 4wo or
three cards, T realized T was ?rac‘h'call)l writing
‘H\e Same ‘H‘\ihs eVery +ime.

So T wrote up a Seheral form on the comPU‘fer
with blanks for the ‘H\ihss +hat needed o c‘\ahse.
\rJrH’ihs ‘H\e casz from ‘H\ere was a breeze.
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Dear Aunt L)/d ia,

Thank you so much for the awesome ehc7c|oPediq !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the ehcyclo])ecl ia looksonmy shelf !

All my friends will be so jealous that [ have my very own

encyclovediq :
Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gres

My sys+em worked out ?re++7' well for the first
couple of 35{‘!’5, but after that, not so much.

Dear Aun+ Lorettd,

Thank you so much for the awesome \)oh‘i's !
How did you know I wanted that for Christmas?

I love the way the \)on‘l's looks on my le35 !

All my friends will be so jealous that I have my very own

Pan'i's

Thank you for making this the best Christmas ever!

Sincerely, Gre&
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Frida

ﬁi_hi"y knocked Row|e>l off the Bis Wheel +oda)l,
but i+ didnt hm‘)\aeh +he way T exi‘)ed'ed. T was
‘h’)fihs to hit him in +he shoulder, but I missed,

and the football went under the front tire.

Rowle)l tried to break his fall b)f S‘Hckihs out his
arms, but he landed Pre++7' hard on his left
hand. T 'Fisured he'd Just shake it off and get
right back on the bike, but he didnt.

T +ried to cheer him vp, but all the Jokes +hat
usually crack him vp weren+ WOrkihs.
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So T knew he must be hurt Pre++7' bad.

HEY, LOOK AT ME!
I'™M YOUR DAD!
DARR DARR DARR.

(SNIFF)
HEH, HEH.
\

Chrisi'mas vVacation s over, ahd how were back
at school. And 7Iou remember Rowley's Bis Wheel
accident? Well, he broke his hand, and now he has
to wear a cast. AhJ +oda>/, eVeryohe was crowdihs
around him like he was a hero or someﬂ'\ihs.

11



T +tried to cash in on some of Row|e>l’s new
PopularH'y, but it +o+a||>l back fired.

I'™M THE ONE

wHO BROKE
HIS HAND!

At lunch a bunch of 3ir|s invited Rowley over o
their table so ‘H-\ey could FEED him.

What really ticks me off about that is that
Row|e>l is rish‘!’-hahc}ec} , and its his LEFT hand
that's broken. So he can feed himself Jus+ fine.

®

VAN

D %, .:).
S ﬁ—@

@
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vesda
T realized Rowley's thury ‘H\ihs IS a ?re‘Hy
Sood racke+, so I decided i+ was time for me o
have an thury of my own.

T took some gavze from home, and T wrm‘)PeJ
up my hand to make it look like it was hurt.

IT'S A RAGING
INFECTION CAUSED BY
A SPLINTER THAT WAS
LEFT UNTREATED!

T couldnt 'Fisure ouvt why +he sirls weren+
swarming me like ‘Hwe)/ swarmed Rowley, but then
T realized what the Problem was.

See, the cast is a srea‘!’ simmick because eVeryohe

wants fo sign their name on it. But its not exactly
easy to sish gavze wiﬂ'\ a pen.
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So T came up with a solution that T +)nou3)n+
was Jus+ as 300&.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
BE THE FIRST ONE
TO SIGN MY
SYMPATHY SHEET?

F &

That idea was a total bust, +oo. M)/ bah&age did
end up attracting attention from a couvle of
\>e0\>|e, but believe me, +)ne7/ were hot the +7/\>e
of \>e0\>|e T was going for.

CAN I PEEK
AT YOUR

INFECTION?




Monda

Last week we started the third quarter at
school, so now T have a whole bunch of new
classes. One of the classes T signed vp for is
some+)nih3 called Ih&e\)ehéehi' S+u&7/.

T WANTED +o sigh vp for Home Economics 2,
becavse T was \>re++7/ 300& at Home Ec 1.

But {)eihg 300& at sewing does not exac+|7/ bu7/
you \)0\)u|ari+7/ points at school.

ACTUALLY,

HEY, LOOK, IT'S AN
GREG HAS A EMBROIDERED

PURSE! BOOKBAG.

£3

Ahywa?/, +his Ih&e\)ehclehi' S+u&7/ +)nih3 iS an
ex\Derimeh-f +)ne7/’re +r7/ih3 out at our SC)noo| for
the first time.




The idea is that the class gets assighe& a project,
and +)neh 7/ou )naVe to work on it +03e+)ner wHJn ho
teacher in the room for the whole quarter.

ﬂ\e ca+c)n 1S +¥m+ w)neh 7/ou're Johe, eVeryohe
n 7/our grovp gets the same Sraée. T found ouvt
+hat Ricky Fisher is in my class, which could be
a big Problem.

Rickfs big claim to fame is that he'll \)ick +he
gum off the bottom of a desk and chew it if 7'ou
pay him -frHy cents. So T dont rea||7/ have )nia)n
hopes for our final sraée.

vesdga
To&a?f we got our Ih&e\)ehéerﬁ S+u&7/ assighment,
and guess w)ncﬁ' it is? We )naVe 1o buld a robot.

A+ first eVeryboéy kind of freaked out, because
we +)nou3)n+ we were going to have 4o build +he
robot from scratch.
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But Mr. Darnell told vs we dont have +o build
ah actual robot. We Just heed +o come up with
ideas for what our robot mig}ﬁ- look like and
what kinds of +)nih35 it would be able +o do.

Then he left+ the room, and we were on our own.

We started braihs+ormih3 ri3¥\+ awa?/. I wrote
down a bunch of ideas on the blackboard.

EVeryboéy was \>re++7/ imPresseJ wi+)n m7' i&eas,
but it was eas7f to come vp with them. All T
did was write down all the +)nih35 T hate
Joihg m7'se|1[.

But a couvle of the 3ir|s got vp to the front of
+)ne room, and +)ne7f )naJ some ideas of +¥\eir own.
/ﬂ\ey erased my list and drew up +heir own \)lah.
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ﬂ\ey wanted to invent a robot that would give
you Ja+ih3 advice and have ten +7I\>es of |i\> 3|oss
on its -fihaer-ﬁ\)s.

s‘ H . L]
S ,)/'s-’ () —
A A
)

All uvs avys +)nou3)n+ this was the $+U\>|'Jes+ idea
we ever heard. So we ended up S\>|i++ih3 into two
9roups, Sirls and {)oys. ﬂ\e {)oys wenht to +)ne
other side of +he room while the girls stood
around talking.

Now that we had all +he serious workers in one
\>|ace, we got to work. Someone had the idea
that 7/ou can sa7/ 7/our hame +to the robot and i+
can sa7/ it back +o 7/ou.

HiBOB it i=
VERS R1CE Lo
mEEt. oy BOB.
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But then someone else Poih‘feJ out that 7'ou
shouldnt be able 4o use bad words for your
hame, because the robot shouldnt be able to
curse. So we decided we should come vp with a
list of all the bad words the robot shouldn+ be
able +o say.

We came up with all the regular bad words, but
then Rick7/ Fisher came vp with +weh+7/ more the
rest of us )naé hever even )nearé before.

So Rick7' ended vp {)eihg one of the most valuable
contributors on +this \DroJed'.

Rig)n‘f before the bell rang, Mr. Darnell came
back in the room to check on our progress. He
\)ickeJ vp +)ne \)iece of paper we were wri+ih3 on
and read it over.
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To make a |oh3 s+or7/ short, ]:hée\)ehéeh-f S+u&7/
is canceled for the rest of the year.

Z7IN

Well, at least it is for us boys. So if the robots
in the future are going around with cherr |i\>
3|oss for fihgers, at least now you know (ow it

all got started.

ursda
Thn school +o&a7/ +)ne7/ had a Seheral assembly and
showed the movie “T+s Great to Be Me,” which
+¥\e7/ show us eVery 7/ear.

The movie is all about how you should be )(\a\)w/
with who 7/ou are and not c)nahge ah7/+)nih3
about 7/ourse|1[.
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To be honest with you, T think that's a rea||7/
dumb message to be +e||ih3 kids, esPeciaH)/ the
ohes at my school.

IT'S GREAT
TO BE ME!

Later on, +)ne7/ made an announcement +)na+
there are some opehings on +he Sm[e+7/ Patrols,
and +)na+ 3o+ me +)nihkih3.

TH£ someone \)icks on a Sa-fe-l'y Patrol, it can get
+)nem susPehdeJ. ﬂ\e wa7/ T -figure it T can use
ah7/ extra \)ro+ec+ioh T can 3e+.

Plus, T realized +hat ma?/{)e {)eiha n a \>osi+ioh
of au+’nori+7/ could be Sood for me.



CAN WE PLEASE
CROSS THE
STREET NOW?

BUT wWE'VE
BEEN STANDING
HER

ﬁ\\f\\\'

T went down 4o Mr. W.‘hsk)/'s office and sighed
mysel £ vp, and T got Rowle)/ to sigh v
17/+l\ou3h+ Mr. Wihsk)/ would make us do a

bunch of cl\.’h-ups or J'umpihg J'qcks or someth
to Prove we were vp for the J'ob, but e Jus
handed us our belts and quges on +he spot.

P too.

ih3
+




Mr. Wihsk7' said the opehings were for a sPecial
assignment. Our school is right next to the
e|emeh+ar7/ school, and +)ne7/'Ve got a )nal-f—éay
kih&eraar-feh there.

He wants us to walk +)ne morhihg session kids )nome
in the middle of the Ja?/. T realized that meant
we would miss +weh+7/ minutes of Pre—Algebra.
Row|e7/ must have figureé that out, too, because
he started +o sPeak vp- But T gave him a wicked
\)ihc)n underneath the desk before he could finish

)nis sentence.

BUT WE
WOULD MISS

T couldnt believe my luck. T was getting instant bul
protection and a free pass from half of Pre—Algebra,
and T didn+ even have to lift a -fihaer.



vesda
’\Bday was our first day as Smfe*ry Patrols. Me and
Row|e7/ dont +ec\-mica||>/ have stations like all the
other Patrols, so that means we dont have to stand
out in the freezihs cold for an hour before school.

But +¥'\a+ didn+ $+o‘> us from comihs to H\e
cafeteria for the free hot chocolate +\-\e>/ hand
out to the other Patrols before homeroom.

Ahoﬂ'\er srecﬁ ‘)erk 1S ﬂm’r you se+ to s\'\ow vp
ten minutes late for first ?er.'od.




T +e||ih3 you, The got it made with this
Sm[e*ry Patrol +\'\ih3.

At 12:15, me and Row|e>/ left school and walked
the kihdersaﬁhers home. The whole trip ate vp
forty-five minutes, and there were oh|7/ twen
minutes of Pre-A|3e’Drn lef+ when we got back.

\Alalkihs the kids home was no sweat. But one of
+he kihdersar‘fhers started to smell a litte fuhhy,
and T think maybe he Kad an accident in his Pah’rs.

He tried 4o let me know about it, but T just
stared s+ra53\'\+ ahead and kev’r wn|kih3. Al
+ake these kids home, but believe me, T didn+

sish up for nhy Ain?er du*ry
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FEBRUARY
Wednesda
Todny it snowed for the first time this winter,
and school was canceled. We were SUPPosed 1o
have a test in Pre-A|3e{>ra, and T Ve kind of
slacked off ever since T became o Snfe*ry Patrol.
So T was Psyc\-\ed.

T called Row|e>/ and told him to come over. Me and
him Kave been +a|kih3 about ’DuiHihs the world’s
’Di&ges’r snowman for the past couP|e of yenrs now.

And when T sayl the world’s ’Di&geer Sshowmah,
Th not kiddihs. Our 30a| is to get into +he
“Guinness Book of World Records.”
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But eVery +ime weve gotten serious about going
for the record, all the snow has melted, and
weve missed our window of oPPorJruhH7'. So this
yenr, I wanted to 3e+ started n's\-\’r nway.

When Row|e>/ came over, we started ro||ih3 +he
first snowball to make the base. T fisured the
base was going o have to be at least eis\-ﬁr feet
tall on its own if we wanted to have a shot at
breakihs the record. But +he snowball got real
\-\eav7/, and we \-\nd to take a bunch of breaks in
between rolls so we could catch our breath.



Dun’hs one of our breaks, Mom came outside +o g
+o the srocer7/ store, but our snowball was b|ockih3
her car in. So we got a litHe free labor out of her.

After our break, me and Rowley Pus\-\ed +hat
snowball until we couldn+ Pus\'\ it any farther.
But when we looked behind us, we saw the mess

we "\dd made.
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The snowball had gotten so \-\eaVY that i+ tore
up all the sod Dad had Just laid down this fall.

T was \-\ovihs i+ would snow a few more inches
and cover up our tracks, but Just like that, i+

s+o?Ped snowihs.

Our th to build the world’s bisaeer showman
was starting to fall nPnrJr. So T came up with a
better iclea for our showball.

EVery time it shows, the kids from \Al\-\ir|e7/
Street use our hill for s|eddih3, even +\'\ou3\-\ +his
isnt their heis‘x’ooﬂ'\ood.
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So tomorrow morhing, when the \An-\.'rley Street
kids come marc\-\ihs up our K, me and Rowley are
going o teach those guys a lesson.

H:ursd‘a.%
When T woke up +his morning, the snow was

n|rend>/ starting to melt. So T told Row|e>/ to
\-\urry vp and seJr down +o my/ house.

While T was waiting for Row|e7/ to show up, T
watched l"\ahhy +r7/ih3 to build a snowman out of
+he Pic{dly crumbs of snow that were left over

from our smowball.
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T+ was ac+ua||7/ kind of ?aﬂ-\eﬁc.

T ren||>/ couldn+ \\dv doihs what T did next.
Uhfoﬂruhd’rdy for me R ris\'ﬁr at +\'\d+ moment,
Dad was at the front window.




Dad was ALREADY mad at me for tearing vp
the sod, so T knew T was in for it. T heard the
garage door open and T saw Dad coming outside.
He marched n's\'\’r out cnrryihs a snow shovel, and T
ﬂ-\ous\ﬁ T was going to have 4o make a run for it.

But Dad was \-\eadihs for my showball, not me.
And in less than a minute, he reduced all our
hard work o ho+\'\ih3.




Row|e>/ came b}/ a few minutes later. T +\'\ou3\'\+ he
mis‘ﬁ ac+ua||>/ get a kick out of what \'m??ehed.

@
S

° o=} ) o s
0°0 Jo°0O°FO P o°
) °
But T guess he had his heart set on rolling
+hat snowball down the hill, and he was reall
mad. Dut get this: Rowley was mad at ME for
w\-m’r DAD did.

T +old Rowley he was ’Deihs a bis baby, and we
got in a shoving match. Right when it looked like
we were going to get in an all-out f.’s\ﬁ, we got
ambushed from the street.
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T+ was a hit-and-run 57/ +he Whirley Street kids.

LR 2

And if Mrs. Levine, my Ehslish teacher, was
there, T'm sure she would have said +he whole

. . ‘", .o
situation was ronic.

Wednesda

T)Jay at school +¥\e7/ announced there’s an opening
for the cartoonist Job in +the school paper. There’s
only one comic slot, and vp until now this kid named

Bryah LitHe has been \-\oasihs A all to himself.
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Bryah Nas this comic called "Wacky Dawa," and
when it started off, it was ac+ua||7/ ?reH7/ 'Fuhhy.

But |a+el7/, Bryah's been using his strip to Nandle
his Per$ohd| business. T guess +hat's w¥\7/ +¥\e7/
gave \-\im ‘H-\e axe.

Wacky Dawg Bryan Little
Hey, Actually, Susan Lim, if you are reading this,
Wacky I have Bryan is very sorry he kissed your
Dawg, say Something best friend Rachel behind the
somethin' serious on |[ lockers. He hopes you can find it in
FUNNy!l  my mind your heart to forgive him.
) ' today. /
o d ;\
P.S. Barry Palmer,
you still owe Bryan
- five dollars, you
BUM!

As soon as T heard +he news, T knew T had +o
+r7/ out. "Wacky Daws" made Bryah Litte a
celebri+7/ at our school, and T wanted +o aet in
on some of that kind of fame.

]: \-\ad a taste of w\-\a‘l' s like to be famous at
my school when T won hororable mention in this
antismoking contest +¥\e7 had.
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Al T did was trace a picture from one of
Rodrick’s \-\ea\:{ me+tal magazines, but |ucl<i|7/ , ho

one ever found out.

DON'T SMOKE OR
YOU'LL LOOK LIKE ME,

The kid who won first ?lace is named Chris
Carhey. And what kind of ticks me off is that
Chris smokes at least a ?ack of cigarettes a Jay.
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ursga
Me and Rowley decided o team vp and do o
cartoon +03e+(er. So after sc\-\ool +oda7/ \-\e came
over o m7/ Nouse ) and we 30+ to work.

We bahsed out a bunch of characters real
quick, but +that turned out to be +he eas7/
?ar-l*. W\'\eh we tried o think up some Jokes,
we kind of hit a wall.

T -ﬁhally came vp with a 3004 solution.

T made up & cartoon where +he ?uhc‘-\ line of
every strip is “Zoo-Wee Mama!”

That way we wouldn+ aet bo&ged down with \'\avihs

Yo write actual Jokes , and we could concentrate on

‘H’\e ?ic+ures.
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For the first couPIe of strips, T did the writing
and drew the characters, and Rowley drew the

boxes arouhd +\-\e ?ic‘l*ures.

S+ep on a crack,

break ~our
e s back?

Rowley started com\alaihihs that he didnt have
ehous\-\ 1o do, so T let him write o few of the strips.
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But +o be honest with 7/ou ) there was a ?re+<|7/
obvious dro? in qua|i+7/ once Rowley started doing
+he wri+ih3.

T have been
waiting +hree
hours to get
d \\amburger-

Fiho“\/! One

N amburge r,

T sorry, Sir,
we are ‘all
sold out.

EVeh+ua||7/ T got kind of sick of the “Zoo-Wee
Mama" idea and T Pre++7/ much let Row|e7/ take

over the whole operation.
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And believe i+ or not, Rowley's Jrawihs skills

are worse than his writing skills.

A+ least 's
not ,an
d

aci Puddle.

s

A‘/'GY'GY!
T+ is an aci

puddle!

T +old Rowley may’oe we should come up with
some new ideas ) but ke Jus+ wanted to kee\)
writing “Zoo-Wee Mamas.” Then he \)acked vp
his comics and went home ) w\-\ic\-\ was fine 57/ me.
T dont rea||7/ want 4o be ?ar‘fhered vp with a
kid who doesnt draw noses, dh)’Wf’?’-



Frida;
After Rowley lef+ 7Ies+erdd7', T reall{ got Yo work

on Some comics. 1. came up with this character called
CreisHoh the Cretin, and T get on a roll.

CREIGHTON THE CRETIN b)l Gres Hefr |e7/
HI, MY NO IT ISN'T.
NAME IS YOUR NAME IS
CREIGHTON. “STEWART PID."
J
/
OOPS. HI, I'M
STEW PID.
)

HAR HAR HAR HAR!

AN



T mustve banged out twenty strips, and T
Jidh"f even break a sweat.

1 WONDER WHAT THAT'S NOT A BOX, IT'S A
1S IN THIS CUTE BRICK, YOU DUMB MORON!
LITTLE BOX?

\

OOPS. 1 HAVE BEEN TRYING
TO OPEN IT ALL DAY.

-

| DOCTOR, COULD 1 CREIGHTON, I TOLD
HAVE A NEW BUTT? YOU A MILLION TIMES,
MY OLD ONE HAS A EVERYONE'S BUTT HAS
CRACK IN IT. A CRACK IN IT!
N AN \
OH YEAH,I
FORGOT.

%e 3rea+ +\'\ih3 about +\'\ese "Creis\-\‘l’oh +\-\e Cretin'

comics is that with all the idiots runhing around my
school, T will NEVER run out of new material.



When T got to school +oda7/ , T +ook my comics
to Mr. Tra’s office. He's the teacher who runs
the school newspaper.

But when T went 4o turmn m7/ s+ri?s n, T saw
that +here was a ?ile of comics from other kids
who were +r7/ih3 out for the Job.

Most of them were ?re+'|7/ bad, so T wasnt +oo
worried about the competition.

’ 4 rdon'-it walk near eah, youre
GWLS our lunch table, 9hOJC gven

| +ul ! cutel
P\ULEO yler green s . .

bg tabitha
cutter and
lisa russel

hha ha ha ha ha

ha ha ha ha!l 9Tr|5 P\ULEL
\ /

) ///
&v% L




Tm 5onn6\ 4 Yo c\uJe watch
do #his 1% ) out for +hat
Jump- +e|eP|\one
S 0 wire
L&A

o DARNY,

o | P
R THE END

One of the comics was called “Dumb Teachers,”
and it was written by this kid named Bill Tritt.

Bill is nlwnys in detention, so T quess he has a
bone +o ?ick with Jus+ about eVer7' teacher in the
school, ihcludihs Mr. Tra.
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So 'rm hot +oo worried about 'H\e c\mhces of
Bill's comic se‘Hihs in, either.

////
0O
@@
T

\S-h nk %
lines
(from the FOOP-)

There were nc+un||7f ohe or +wo decent comics in
'H\e bin. But 1 sli??ed -H\em under a ?ile of
?n?erwork on Mr. Tra's desk.

Heu1, Mr. Irq,

ou OOPed

your Pgn+5
again.

—

)

Ho‘)e-(ully, +hose ones wont turn up ontil T'm
in Hs\\ school.

SuP



ursda
Toclny ) Jurihs morhihs anhouncements, T 30+
the news T was ‘\o?ihs for.

AND THE NEW
CARTOONIST FOR THE
SCHOOL PAPER IS...
GREG HEFFLEY!

The paper came out +ocln7' at lunch +ime, and
eVeryohe was renclihs it.

T renlly wanted to ?ick up a copy to see my
hame in print, but T decided +o Just ?lny i+ cool
for a while instead.
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T sat at the end of the lunch +able so there
would be plen of room for me +o start sighing
nu’rosrn‘)‘\s for m7' new fans. But hobocly was comihs
over to tell me ‘\ow srecﬂ' m7' comic was, nhd 1
started to get +he -feelihs SOmeﬂwihs was wrohg.

T srnbbed a paper and went into the bathroom
to c\\eck it out. Ahd w\\eh 1 Saw m7' comic, 1
?rnc-h'cnlly had a heart attack.

Mr. Irn told me ‘\e \md made some " minor
edits” +o m7' comic. 1 'H\ous\\'!' ‘\e Jus-i' meant ‘\e
fixed spelling mistakes and stuff like +hat, but
he +o+n||7' butchered i+.

ﬂ\e comic ‘\e ruihecl was one of my {favorite ones )
too. T the original, Creighton the Cretin is taking
a math test, and he nccicleh-hll)' eats it. And then
+he teacher 7'e||s at him for beihs such a moron.



B)/ the time Mr. Tra was done with it, 7'ou
?rnc-h'cnll)' couldnt recoghize it as the same strip.

Creighton the Curious Student by Gregory Heffley

Teacher, if x + 43 = 89, Creighton, x would be 46!
then what would x be?

Thanks. Kids, if you want to learn
more about math, be sure to visit
Mr. Humphrey during his office

~_~ hours. Or visit the library and
check out the newly expanded
Math and Science section!

So T'm ?re++7/ sure L won+t be sighing nu+osrn‘>\~\s

nh7"h'me soon.
TEACHER'S
PET!
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MARCH
Wednesda
Me and Rowley were ehJoyihs our hot chocolate
in the cafeteria with the rest of the Patrols
+an7f , and there was an announcement on the

|oucls‘7enker.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY'S OFFICE

IMMEDIATELY.

Rowley went down to Mr. Wihskfs otfice, and
when Rowley came back fifteen minutes later, he
look ed ?re++7/ shaken up-

A??nreh-ﬂy Mr. Wihsky got a call from o parent
w}\o said ﬂ\ey withessed Rowley "+errori7.ih3“
+he kihdersnr-!'hers when he was su??oSeJ to be

wnlkihs +hem home from school. And Mr. Wihsky
was renlly mad about it.
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Rowley said Mr. Wihsky yelled at him for about

+en minutes th Sm'J \\is actions “Jisres?ec-!'ecl

+he bndse."

You know, T think T might just know what +his
is all about. Last week, Rowley had to take a
quiz Jurihs fourth ?eriod, so I walked the

kihdersnr'!'hers ‘\ome on m7' own.

I‘i’ \md rained 'H\cﬁ' morhihs, and 'H\ere were a
lot of worms on 'H\e sidewalk. So 1 Jecided o
Rave some fun with +he kids.
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But some heis‘wbor‘wood |ncl7' saw what T was
Joihs, and she yelled at me from her front ?orc\w.

T+ was Mrs. Trvine, who is friends with Rowley's
mom. S‘\e must ‘mVe 'H\ous‘\‘i' 1 was Rowley,
becavse T was borrowihs his coat. And T wasnt
about to correct \\er, either.

ROWLEY JEFFERSON,
THE PRINCIPAL IS
GOING TO HEAR

ABOUT THIS!

T forsoi' about the whole incident until +ocln7'.

Ahywny , Mr. \/Jihsky +told Rowley Ke's going to
\mVe to n?olosize to -H\e kihdersnr‘l'hers ‘omorrow
mornhing, and that he's sus?ehded from Patrols

for o week.
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1 knew 1 s‘\oulcl robably just tell Mr. Winsky i+
provadiy’ J 4

was me who chased +the kids with the worms. But
T wasnt ready to set +the record straight just

y ght
7'e+. 1 knew if 1 confessed ) 1:& lose m7' \\o+
chocolate ?rivileses. And that ra'3¥\+ there was
ehousk +o make me kee? quie'!' for the +ime beihs.

A+ dinner +oha'3¥\+, Mom could ell 50me+\\ih3
was bo-ﬂwerihs me, So s‘\e came up to m7' room
afterward +o talk.

T 1old her T was in o +ou3¥\ situation, and T
didnt know what 4o do.

T got to give Mom credit for how she handled
it. She didnt try 4o pry and get all the detalls.
All she said was that T should try to do the
"ris\ﬂ +\\ih3," because it's our c\\oices +\m+ make

us W“\O we are.

|

[
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T fisure +hat's ‘Dre++7/ decent advice. But T'm still
hot L00% sure what LTm going to do tomorrow.

ursda
Well, T was up all his\ﬂ tossing and turning
over this Rowley sitvation, but T fihnlly made
up m7' mind. T decided the ris\ﬂ 'H\ihs +o do
was to just let Rowley +ake one for the team
this +ime around.

I'™M SORRY I
TERRORIZED
YOU CHILDREN.
%

~

% o 35 @

On the way home from school, T came clean with
Rowley and told him +he whole 4ruth about what
\\n??ehed, and \\ow 4+t was me w\\o c\mSeJ -H\e
kids with +he worms.
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Then T +old him there were lessons we could
both learn from this. T 4old him T learned +o be
more careful about what T do in front of Mrs.
Trvines house, and that he learned a valuable
lesson, too, which is +his: Be careful about who
you lend your coat to.

I GUESS THIS HAS
BEEN A LEARNING
EXPERIENCE FOR

BOTH orF us!

To be honest with 7'ou, m7' message didn* seem
to be getting +\-\rou3\\ +o Rowley.

We were suPPosecl to \-mha out after school
+ocla7', but Ke said he was Jus+ 305h3 to g0 Nome
and take a hap.

T couldn®t rea||7f blame him. Because if T didn+t
have my Kot chocolate this morning, T wouldnt

\-mVe \-\acl muc\\ ehersy, ei+\-\er.
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When T got Nome, Mom was waiting for me at
the front door.

DID YOU DO
THE RIGHT
THING?

¥

Mom took me out o get some ice cream as a sPecial
treat. And what this whole ePisode has +au3\-\+ me
is that eVer7f once in a while, i+s not such a bad

idea to listen o 7'our mother.
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‘UCde¥

There was another announcement on the louds‘)eaker
+oda7', and 1o be honest with 7'ou, T kind of

ﬁsured -H-\is one was comihs.

GREG HEFFLEY, PLEASE
REPORT TO MR.
WINSKY’S OFFICE.

S\PPPP...

T knew it was Jus+ a matter of time before T
got busted for what \-\a‘p‘)ehed last week.

When T got o Mr. Wihsky’s office, he was
really mad. Mr. Wihsky told me +hat an
"ahohymous source’ had informed him that T
was the real cul‘>ri+ in the worm-c\-\asihs incident.

Then he told me T was relieved of "7’ Sa-l:e+7'
Patrol duties “effective immediﬁely.'
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Well, i+ doesnt take a detective +o -l:iaure out
+hat +he ahohymous source was Rowley.

T coant believe Rowley went and backstabbed
me like that. While T was sitting there getting
chewed out by Mr. \A]ihsky, T was +\\ihkih3, T

need to remember to give m7/ friend a lecture

about |o7/a|+7'.

Later on +oda7, Rowley got reinstated as a Patrol.
And get +his: He ac+ua||7 got a PROMOTION.
Mr. Wihsky said Rowley had “exhibited Jishi-ry

under false suspicion.
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T ‘H\ousH' about rea||7f |e++ih3 Row|e7' Rave i+
for ratting me out like that, but then T
realized someﬂ-\ihs.

Thn June, all the officers in the Sm[e+7' Patrols
gooh a +ri‘> to Six Flass, and ‘H\ey 3e+ Yo +take
along one friend. T need to make sure Rowley
knows LT'm his 3u7'.

LET ME GET
THIS FOR YOU,

AL

vesda

Like T said before, the worst part of getting
kicked off Sm[e+7f Patrols is losihs your hot
chocolate Privileses.

EVery morhiha, ]: 90 o +\\e back door of 'H\e

cafeteria so Rowley can hook me vp-

188



But either my friend has gohe deaf or he's oo
busy leths the other officers’ butts to notice me

at +he window. PSST!
PSST!

Th fact, now that T think of i, Rowley Nas been
TOTALLY giving me the cold shoulder |a+e|7' And
+hats really lame, because if T recall correc+l7/
HE’ S +he one that sold ME out.

Even ‘H\ous\\ Rowley has been a total Jerk |a+e|7/
T 4ried to break the ice with him +oJa7' ahyway
But even THAT didnt seem to work.
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APRIL
Frig} %
E ver since the worm incident, Rowley has been
\-\ahanha out with Collin Lee every Ja?' after school.

What really stinks is that Collin is su‘>‘>ose& to
be MY backU\) friend.

Those guys are acting +o+a|l7f ridiculous. To&ay
Rowley and Collin were wearing +hese ma‘h:\-uhs
T- shirts, and it made me Jus+ about want to vomit.

]EUL""J}E@

AN

After dinner +ohi3\-\+, T saw Rowley and Collin
walkih3 up +he hill +03e+\-\er, c\wmmiha it up.
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Collin had Nis oVerhis\-rl' baa, so I knew +\-\e7

were going to do a sleePoVer at Rowle/s.

And T +houaht, Well, 4wo can play at+ THAT
9 play

game. The best way to get back at Rowley was

+o 3e+ a new best friend of '"7 own. But

uhfor‘l'uha'l'ely, +he ohly person who came to mind

ria\-rl' at that moment was Fresley.

T went vp to Fresle/s with m oVerhis\-rl' bas so
Rowley could see T had other z’iehc{ options, +oo.

When T got +here, 'Fresley was in his front
7ard s+abbih3 a kite with a stick. Thats when
T started o think maybe +his wasnt the best
idea after all.

PANT
PANT




But Row|e7' was in his front yard, and he was
wa+c\\ih3 me. So T knew there was no turning back.

T invited myself into Fresley’s house. His mom said
she was excited to see Fresle7f with a "\)layma-l-e,"
which was a term T was not too enthusiastic about.

Me and Fre3|e7' went vpstairs to Nis room.
'Fresley tried o get me to ‘>|a7' Twister with
Hrn, so 1T made sure T s+a7'ed ten feet awa7'
from him at all times.

T decided +hat T should Just ‘>u|| +he ‘>|u3 on
+his s+u‘>id idea and 90 home. But eVer7' +ime T
looked out +he window, Rowley and Collin were
still in Rowley's front yard.
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T didnt want 1o leave until those auys went back
inside. But +Hh35 started 4o get out of hand with
'Fresley Pre-Hy c‘uickly. When T was |ookih3 out the
window, 'Frealey broke into my back\)ack and ate the
whole ba3 of Jelly beans T had in there.

'Fresley’s one of these kids who's not su‘>‘>osed
1o eat ah7' sugar, so two minutes later, he was
bouhcihs off the walls.

gl

D
Fresley started acting like a total maniac, and
he chased me all around his upstairs.

T ke\>+ +\-\ihkih3 he was going +o come down off
of his sugar Hs\-\, but he didn+. EVeh+uall7f, T
locked m7'se|-l: in his bathroom +o wait him out.
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Around 11:30, i+ got quiet ovt in +he }mllwny.
ﬂm-f's w}\eh Fresley sliPPed a Piece of paper
under the door.

T Picked it vp and read it.

Dear Gregory,
T'm very sorry 1
chased you wi+h a
booﬂer on m7(. ('\l'nger‘.
Here, T Fu-l- 1+ on
+his aper 50 Yoy
can 9e+ me back .

=
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That's the last thing T remember before T
blacked out.

T came +o my senses a few hours later. After T
woke vp, I cracked the door open, and I }\enrd
shoring coming from Fre3|e7"s room. So T decided

to make a run for it.

Mom and Dad were not }MPP}' with me for getting
them out of bed at 2:00 in the morhing. But ’07'
+hat point, T could ren||7' care less.




Monda

Well, me and Rowley have o”icinlly been ex-friends
for about a month now, and to be honest with
7'ou, I’m better off without him.

T slnd T can Just do whatever T want without
}\nvihs +o worr7/ about cnrryihs all that dead
weis}vf around.

Ln+e|7/ Tve been }mhsihs out in Rodrick’s room
after school and going +}\rou3}\ his stuff. The other
Jny, T found one of his middle school yenr’oooks.

Rodrick wrote on eVery’Oody’s Pic+ure in his
yenr’oook, So you can tell how he felt about all

the kids in his grade.
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EVery once in a while, T see Rodrick’s old classmates
around townh. Ahcl 1 have o remember to -H\ahk
Rodrick for making church a lot more interesting

But the page in Rodrick’s yenr’oook +hat's
ren||7/ interesting is the Class Favorites page.

ﬂm-f’s where +}\e7' ?“+ Pic+ures of the kids who
aet voted Most PoPuhr and Most Talented and
all that.
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Rodrick wrote on his Class Favorites page, too.

MOST LIKELY TO SUCCEED

|-
Bill Watson Kathy Nguyen

You know, this Class Favorites +}\ih3 has renlly
30+ m7' gears +urhih3.

Tf you can get yourselﬂf voted onto the Class
Favorites page, you’re Prnc-h'cnll ah immor+al.
Even if you dont live vp to w(orf you got
Picked for, it doesnt renlly matter, because it's
on Permnheh-f record.

Peovle still treat Bill Watson like he's Some'ﬂ\ihs

sPecinl, even +}\ou3}\ he ended up JroPPihs out of
}\63}\ sc}\ool.
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We still run into him at the Food Barn eVery

once in a while.

WILL THAT BE
PAPER OR
PLASTIC, MAAM?

So here's what T'm +}\ihkih3: This school year
has been kind of a bus+, but if T can 3e+ voted
as a Class Favorite, Tl go out on a }\53}\ note.

Tve been +r7lih3 to think of a cn+e30r7' T have
a shot at. Most PoPulnr and Most Athletic are
Je'fihi-fely out, so Th soihs 1o have o find
SOme-H\ihs that's a li+tle bit more in reach.

At first T +}\ou3}\+ mny’oe T should wear ren||7'
hice clothes for the rest of the year so T w@n
3e+ Best Dressed.
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But that would mean T would have +o get my
picture taken with Jenna Stewart, and she
dresses like a Pilsrim.

Wednesda
Last night T was |7/.'n3 in bed, and i+ hit me: T
should g0 for Class Clown.

T+s not like T'm known for being real {uhhy at
school or nhy-ﬁ\ihs, but if T can Pull off one bis
Prnhk ris}vf before Voting, that could do it.




MAY
ursda
Toclo?' 1 was +r7'ih3 to 'fisure out how T was
soihs Yo sneak a +}wm’0+ack onto Mr. \fJor‘H\'s
chair in His+or7/ when he said SOme-ﬁ\ihs that
made me rethink my P|nh.

Mr. Worth 4old us he has a dentists appointment
tomorrow, Sso were soihs to have a substitute.
Subs are like comic soH. You can say Just about
nh7'+\'\ih3 you want, and you cant get in trouble.

GREG HEFFLEY,
WILL YOU PLEASE
DO THIS PROBLEM?

( EXCUSE ME?)

WELL, I HARDLY
THINK THATS...

YOUR BIG
FANNY GRANNY!

YOUR SLAP-
HAPPY
GRANDPAPPY!
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T walked into my H.’s+or7/ class +oda7/, ready
to execute m7/ P|ah. But when T got o the
door, guess who +¥\e substitute +eac‘\er was?

HI, HONEY
BUNCHES!

;

Of all the PeoP|e in the world to be our sub
+oda7/, it was Mom. T +\\ou3¥\+ Moms Jays of
3e+h'h3 involved at m7/ Sc‘\oo| were over.

She used o be one of those parents who came
n to \\elP out in the classroom. But that all
c"\ahsed after Mom volunteered to be a
c‘\a‘)erohe for our field +riP to +he zoo when
T was in third srade.



Mom had PrePnreJ all sorts of material to helP us
kids nPPrecin-fe the different exhibi+s, but all
anyone wanted 4o do was watch +the animals g0
to the bathroom.

@E HEE HEE u@
CT T

M ELEPHANTS

\ r/A N ap—ab)l L
=<
(W CIONSC NN\ N w7
’\IQ/\O,-Q\/\OQ/\OAAOL/O‘B\O;\%&\O

Ahywo?', Mom +o+n||7' {foiled my Plnh 1o win Class
Clown. T'm Just |uck7' +here’s not a categor
called Bisses-f Mama's Boy, becavse after +odn7',
T'd win that one in a landslide.

YOU FORGOT
YOUR LUNCH
AT HOME!
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\exleglhesda;[

The school paper came out again +oJa7'. T quit
m7' Job as school cartoonist after “Creis}ﬁ'oh +he
Curious Student” came out, and T didn+ rea||7l
care who +}\e7l Picked to re‘>|ace me.

But eVeryohe was |au3hih3 at the comics page at
lunch, so T Picked up a copy to see what was so
fuhhy. And when T opened it up, T couldnt

believe my eyes.

SN e

T+ was “Zoo-Wee Mama.” And of ourse Mr. Tra
didnt chahse a sih3|e WORD of Rowley’s strip.

Z00-Wee Mama by Rowley Jefferson

1T amnot a
\dds/ T omjus+
one o{‘-l-"\ose cjo S
with \ons |'\¢:|'r'\j ZOO‘ WEE

50 no +hanks MAMA!
+o +hat date.




So now Rowley’s getting all the fame that was
stPoseJ to be mine.

WILL YOU PUT
US IN YOUR

Even the teachers are k.ss.hs Row|e7's bott. T
almost lost my lunch when Mr. Worth dropped his
chalk in H.s+or7' class—
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Monda

This “Zoo-Wee Mama” +Hh3 has rea||7' got me
worked vp- Row|e7' is getting all the credit for a
comic that we came vp with +03e+}\er. T -Fisureci
the least he could do was put my hame oh the

s+ri‘> as +he co-creator.

So T went vp to Row|e7' after school and +old
him +hat's what he was gohna have o do. But
Rowley said “Zoo-Wee Mama” was all HIS idea
and +(a+ T didn't have anything to do with it.

T guess we mustVve been +a|kih3 ‘>re++7/ loud,
because the next +Hh3 7'ou khew, we attracted

a CFOWJ.




The kids at my school are ALWAYS i+chih3 to
see a -fis}ﬁ. Me and Row|e7' tried 4o walk away,
but +hose 3u7'$ weren+ going o let us g0 until

+}\e7' saw us throw some ‘Duhc}\es.

Tve never been in a real 1[53}\+ before, so T didnt
know how T was suPPoseJ +o stand or hold my
fists or dhyﬂwihs. And you could +ell Rowley
didn+ know wha+ he was Joihs ei+}\er, because he
Just started prancing around like a |e‘>rechduh.

T was Pre'Hy sure T could take Rowley in a
fis}ﬁ’, but +}\e +Hh3 +}\d+ made me nhervous was
the fact that Rowley takes karate. T dont know
what kind of hocus—‘)ocus +he7' teach in Rowley's
karate classes, but the last +Hh3 T needed was
for him +o |a7/ me out r53h+ there on the black+o‘>.
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Before me or Row|e7' made a move, there was a
screechihs sound in the school Parkihs lot. A
bunch of teenagers had s+o‘>‘>eci their Pickuv
truck, and +he7 started piling out.

1 was Jus+ }mﬂ))/ +}m+ eVeryohe’s attention was

on the teenagers instead of me and Row|e7/. But
all +the other kids took off when the teenagers
started }\eadihs our wa7/.

And then T realized that these teenagers
looked dwfu“)/ familiar.

ﬂ\cﬁ"s w}\eh it H+ me. ﬂ\ese were H\e same
avys who chased me and Rowley around on
Halloween his}ﬁ', and +}\e7/ }m]

-fiha||7/ caus}ﬁ' vp
with us.
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But before we could make a run for it, we had our

arms Pihheci behind our backs.

Those auys wanted to teach us a lesson for
taunting them on Halloween h53h+, and +he7'
started arsuihs over what +he7' should do with us.

But 4o be honest with 7'ou, I was more conhcerned
about someﬂ\ihs else. The Cheese was only a few
feet from where we were S+dhdih3 on the aac’ﬁo‘),
and i+ was |ookih3 hastier than ever.
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ﬂ\e bis +eeha3er must have caus}ﬁ' m7' e7'e,
because the next +Hh3 1 khew, he was |ookih3
at the Cheese, +oo. /-\hci 1 guess +hat gave him
the idea he was |ookih3 for.

Row|e7' 30+ sih3|eci out first. ﬂ\e bis kid srdbbed
Row|e7' and Jrasseci him over 4o the Cheese.

Now, T dont want +o say exac+|7' what haPPeheJ
hext. Because if Row|e7' ever +ries to run for
President and someone finds out what +these auys
made him do, he wont have a chance.

So TN put i+ to you +his wa7l-‘ ﬂ\ey made Row|e7'
L the Cheese.




T knew +he7' were gohha make me do i+, “oo. T

started o Pahic, because 1 knew 1 wash+ soihs
1o be able o fight my way out of Hhis situation.

I WOULD, BuUT

So T did some fast talking instead.
I'™M ALLERGIC
TO DAIRY!

(730

And believe it or not, it ac+ua||7' worked.

H
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T guess +he teenagers were satisfied +he7' had
made their Poih+, becavse after +he7' made
Rowley finish off the rest of the Cheese, +he7'
let us go. ’ﬂ\ey got back in their truck and
+ook off down the road.

Me and Row|e7' walked home +03e+her. But neither
one of us rea||7' said ah7f+}\ih3 on the way back.

T +}\ou3}\+ about mentioning o Row|e7' +hat
maybe he could have Pulled out a cou‘>|e of his
karate moves back there, but someﬂ\ihs +old me
1o hold off on +hat +}\ou3}\+ for ris}ﬁ' now.

SHUDDER
SWUDDER




vesda
At school +ocia7', +he teachers let us outside
after lunch.

1+ took about five seconds for someone 4o
realize the Cheese was missihs from its s‘>o+ on

+he b|ack+o‘>.

Germm)

EVerybon crowded around to look at where the
Cheese used o be. Nobody could believe i+ was
ac+ua||7' gone.

Peo‘>|e started coming up with these crazy +heories
about what haPPeheJ 1o it. Somebody said that
maybe +he Cheese grew legs and walked awaly.



I‘f took all m7' self-control to kee‘) m7' mouﬂ'\
shut. And if Row|e7' wasnt standing right
there, T \-\ohes-H)' dont know if T could have
ke‘)-f quiet.

A cou‘>|e of the quys who were arguing over what

\-\a‘)PeheJ to the Cheese were the same ones who
were egging me and Row|e7' on 7'es+erda7' afternoon.
So T knew i+ wasn+ going to be long before
someohe ‘>u+ two and 4wo +03e+)ner and f.’sured out
that we must have had 50me+\-\ih3 to do with it.

Row|e7' was starting to panic, and T dont
blame him, either. T the truth ever came out
about how the Cheese Jisaweared, Rowley would
be fihis\-\ed. He’J \-\aVe to move out of -H-\e state,
and maybe even the couh+r7'.
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That's when T decided to sPeak vp-

T +old everyohe that T knew what \-\a‘)PeheJ to
the Cheese. T said T was sick of i+ beihs on the
black-fo‘), and T Just decided o get rid of it once
and for all.

For a second there, eVeryohe Jus+ froze. T
+¥'\ou3¥'\+ ‘)CO‘)‘C were going to start 'H'mhkihs me
for w}m-f T JEJ, but bo7', was 1 wrong.

T really wish T had worded my story a lit+e
Ji#erem‘ly. Because if T threw away the Cheese,
guess what that meant? T+ meant that T have
'H'\e C\-\eese Touc\-\.




JUNE
Frida;
Well, if Row|e7' a?Precia-feJ what T did for him
last week, he hasnt said it. But weve started
‘mh&ih& out after Sc\'\oo| asaih , So I guess 'H'\a'f
means me and him are back to normal.

CEREn (BWAAHAHAHA!
AHERD!

/

T can \-\ohes-H)' say that so far, \-\aviha +he
Cheese Touch hasnt been all that bad.

T+ got me out of Joiha +he Square Dance unit
in P)nys Ed, because no one would partner up

with me. And Tve had the whole lunch table to
myself eVery Jay.

T"J“f was the last J“}' of school, and +)ne7f
handed out yearbooks after eia}vﬂ-\ ?eriod.
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T ﬂi‘)‘DeJ +o the Class Favorites page, and
\'\ere,s -H'\e ‘m'c-fure -H'm-f was wai-h’hS for me.

CLASS CLOWN

Rowley Jefferson

Al T can say is, if ahyohe wants a free yearbook,
+\-\e7' can 553 one out of the trash can in the
back of the cafeteria.

You know, Row|e7' can have Class Clown for all T
care. But if he ever gets +oo bi3 for his britches,
T Just remind him that he was the vy who ate
+he
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Tl be famous one day, but for now T'm stuck
in middle school with a bunch of morons.

3 MORONS

N

Being a kid can really stink. And no one knows this better
than Greg Heffley, who finds himself thrust into middle
school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways
with kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving.

In Diary of a Wimpy Kid, author and illustrator Jeff Kinney
introduces us to an unlikely hero. As Greg says in his diary:

Just dont expect me to be all “Dear Did!‘)’“
this and “Dear Dinry“ +hat.

Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won’t do and
what he actually does are two very different things.

www.wimpykid.com
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