




P E N G U I N  B O O K S

T H E  VA N

Roddy Doyle is an internationally bestselling writer. His first
three novels—The Commitments, The Snapper, and 1991
Booker Prize finalist The Van—are available both singly and
in one volume as The Barrytown Trilogy, published by
Penguin. He is also the author of the novels Paddy Clarke Ha
Ha Ha (1993 Booker Prize winner), The Woman Who Walked
Into Doors, A Star Called Henry, and Oh, Play That Thing; the
short story collection The Deportees; and a nonfiction book
about his parents, Rory & Ita. Doyle has also written for the
stage and the screen: the plays Brownbread, War, Guess Who’s
Coming for the Dinner, The Woman Who Walked Into Doors,
and The Playboy of the Western World (as cowriter); the film
adaptations of The Commitments (as cowriter), The Snapper,
and The Van; When Brendan Met Trudy (an original screen-
play); the four-part television series Family for the BBC; and
the television play Hell for Leather. Roddy Doyle has also
written the children’s books The Giggler Treatment, Rover
Saves Christmas, and The Meanwhile Adventures; the young
adult novel Wilderness; and contributed to a variety of publi-
cations including The New Yorker and McSweeney’s, the
anthology Speaking with the Angel (edited by Nick Hornby),
the serial novel Yeats Is Dead! (edited by Joseph O’Conner),
and the young adult serial novel Click. He lives in Dublin.







P E N G U I N B O O K S
Published by the Penguin Group

Penguin Group (USA) Inc., 375 Hudson Street, New York, New York 10014, U.S.A.
Penguin Group (Canada), 90 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 700, Toronto, Ontario,

Canada M4P 2Y3 (a division of Pearson Penguin Canada Inc.)
Penguin Books Ltd, 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England

Penguin Ireland, 25 St Stephen’s Green, Dublin 2, Ireland 
(a division of Penguin Books Ltd)

Penguin Group (Australia), 250 Camberwell Road, Camberwell, Victoria 3124,
Australia (a division of Pearson Australia Group Pty Ltd)

Penguin Books India Pvt Ltd, 11 Community Centre, Panchsheel Park, 
New Delhi – 110 017, India

Penguin Group (NZ), 67 Apollo Drive, Mairangi Bay, 
Auckland 1311, New Zealand (a division of Pearson New Zealand Ltd)
Penguin Books (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd, 24 Sturdee Avenue, Rosebank,

Johannesburg 2196, South Africa

Penguin Books Ltd, Registered Offices: 80 Strand, London WC2R 0RL, England

First published in Great Britain by Martin Secker & Warburg 1991
First published in the United States of America by Viking Penguin,

a division of Penguin Books USA Inc., 1992
Published in Penguin Books 1993

Copyright © Roddy Doyle, 1991
All rights reserved

Let’s Twist Again (Mann/Appell) used by permission of Kal Mann Music. Bar-
bara Ann (Fassert) © Cousins Music. Hippy Hippy Shake (Chan Romero) ©
1959, Jonware Music Corp, Desert Pack Songs, Not My Music. California Girls
(Brian Wilson) © Irving Music Inc. Used by permission of Rondor Music (Lon-
don) Ltd. Give It A Lash, Jack used by permission of GOAL.

PUBLISHER’S NOTE
This is a work of fiction. Names, characters, places, and incidents either are the
product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously, and any resem-

blance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is
entirely coincidental.

THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS HAS CATALOGUED THE HARDCOVER AS FOLLOWS:
Doyle, Roddy, 1958–

The van/Roddy Doyle.—1st American ed.
p. cm.

I. Title.
PR6054.O95V36 1992

823'.914—dc20 92-19539

Set in Sabon

The scanning, uploading and distribution of this book via the Internet or via any
other means without the permission of the publisher is illegal and punishable by
law. Please purchase only authorized electronic editions, and do not participate
in or encourage electronic piracy of copyrighted materials. Your support of the

author’s rights is appreciated.

ISBN: 1-4362-7885-6
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































	Cover Page
	About the Author
	Title Page
	Copyright Page
	Dedication Page
	Acknowledgments
	Begin Reading

