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BART AND

“FACT OR
AFFLICTION"

©g

HEY DAD
HOMER IF A MAN GOT EXPOSED
IN TO RADIATION IN REAL

UFE. WOULD HE GET
SUPER POWERS?

THAT DEPENDS. DO
YOU CONSIDER BALDNESS
A SUPER POWER?

MAYSBE. IS IT POSSIBLE FOR
A MAN TO GET A JAGGED
SHARD OF METAL STUCK IN
HIS HEAD AND SURVIVE?

LET ME SEE 1
KNEW A GUY WHO MAD
THAT HAPPEN TO HIM
ONCE. NQ WAIT IT WAS
A HOT GOOEY MARSH-
MALLOW STUCK TO THE
ROOF OF WIS MOUTH HE
DIONT DIE. 8UT IT DID
MAKE WM TALX FUNNY
USTEN 80Y THAT STUFF
YOU READ IN COMIC
BOOKS IS JUST A BUNCH
OF PHONY BALONEY
CREAMED UP 8Y SOME
LOW-UFE WRITER

WHAT YOU NEED IS A GOOU
HEALTHY DOSE OF REALITY
AND FOR THAT WE TURN TO
OUR GOOD AND FAITHFUL
FRIEND THE TV SET!

TONIGHT ON

MYSTERY ISLAND——
THREE VUGLY DUCKLINGS
ARE TURNED INTO SEXY

BIKINI MODELS!




principal skinne
and bart

it seems al
to rehabilit

e you
been in vain!

kind of makes you

wonder which one of
us is being punishe;
huh, seymour?




LOOK, BART! THE
NEW ISSVE OF
RADIOACTIVE MAN

MILHOUSE
AND BART
N

“Missing

BEEN WAITING ALL
MONTH FOR THIS!

HEY! THS ISSVE ; g HE DIONT EVEN DRAW ANY BACK-
ISNT 8Y THE REGULAR s GROUNDS UNTIL PAGE FOURTEEN WHERE
ARTIST! THE ART IS ARE THE ESTABLISHING SHOTS? AND

HORRIBLE! BN THESE PANELS MAVE SO MANY INK LINES
1 CANT TELL WHAT'S HAPPENING!

YOURE RIGHT! LET'S SEND A
MESSAGE TO THE PUBLISHER
BY REFUSING TO 8UY IT

LEAVE A HOLE IN
MY COLLECTION?!




“BOOK
S(HNOOK™

IT CAN OFFER YOU
GUIDANCE AND
INSPIRATION IN
TIMES OF ANGER

AND FRUSTRATION.

HOMER, YOU OUGHT
TO CONSICER READING
THE GOOD BOOK!

Y'RNOW n_A - IN FACT 1 THINK I'L l
FOR ONCE 1 AGREE } GO IN AND READ IT
WITH you p ‘ RIGHT NOW.

FLANDERS IS RIGHT! FOR
GUIDANCE AND INSPIRATION
THERE'S NOTHING LIKE THE




GRAMPA AND BART
N

“THE HIGH COST
OF GIVING”

HEY GRAMPA.
CAN I HAVE FIVE

WHAT? FIVE DOLLARS
FOR A COMIC BOOK?
WHY WHEN 1 WAS A
KID COMICS ONLY
COST A PENNY!

G

N

THE DAY I PAY FIVE

BUCKS FOR A COMIC IS
THE DAY I'LL PAY A
THOUSAND DOLLARS
FOR A NEW CAR!

OKAY HOW
ABOUT GIVING ME




DO RESPOND TO PERSONAL ADS IN THE
CLASSIFIED SECTION OF THE LOCAL NEWSPAPER

WHY DONT You
MIND YOUR OWN
BUSINESS?

DO DRESS TO KILL DONT CAUSE ACTUAL HEART FAILURE.




DO ASK HIM TO RUB
SUNTAN LOTION ON
YOUR BACK.

DON'T

ASK HIM TO

RUB OINTMENT
ON YOUR BUNION.

OW you HIS APPENDIX SCAR

DON'T LET HIM SH

DO WAIT BY THE PHONE. DON'T HOLD YOUR BREATH







ITCHY AND
SCRATCHY
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SO, BART, 1 SEE YOURE STILL READING YOUR
SUPERHERO COMIC BOOKS! YOU KNOW, THOSE

THINGS ARE FILLED WITH NOTHING BUT
ADOLESCENT MALE POWER FANTASIES!

AND YOUR
POINT IS

MARTIN AND
BART
IN

“MOGR | S

0

Launeh”| [~

COMIC BOOKS ARE NOT LITERATURE!
NO COMIC BOOK COULD EVER COM=~
PARE TO A GREAT SCIENCE FICTION
NOVEL, SUCH AS BESTER'S "THE
STARS MY DESTINATION® OR THE
BRADBURY CLASSIC “SOMETHING
WICKED THIS WAY g

HERE, MARTIN! YOU LOOK LIKE You
COULD USE A GOOD ADOLESCENT
MALE POWER FANTASY!
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"TURNING COMICS M@ GIONES WITH TROY MCcCLURE
HI! I'M TROY MCcCLURE! PERHAPS YOU REMEMBER \ I'M HERE TO SHOW You
ME FROM SUCH SUPERHERO FILMS AS “THE HO:WNHGOL;Z‘:J"QOC;EVSZxZOS
PULVERIZER” AND “RADIOACTIVE MAN II: BRING COMIC BOOK. HEROES TO
ON THE SEQUEL! 0 THE BIG SCREEN
S
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FIRST, WE CAST AN ACTOR
WITH ENORMOUS BOX-OFFICE
POTENTIAL IN THE LEADING ROLE.

SOMETIMES BUSY HOLLYWOOD SCHEDULES CAN PREVENT AN
ACTOR FROM GETTING TO THE GYM AS OFTEN AS YOUR
AVERAGE SUPERHERO. THE ANSWER: LOTS OF CHEAP PLASTIC
BODY ARMOR AND A REALLY TALENTED LIGHTING GUY!

THE NEXT THING WE DO IS

CHANGE THE HERO'S ORIGIN,

COSTUME, POWER, AND SUP-
PORTING CHARACTERS.

SINCE THEY NOW BEAR LITTLE RESEMBLANCE TO

THE WAY THEY ARE PORTRAYED IN THE ORIGINAL

COMICS, THE STUDIO CAN REAP THE LION'S SHARE
OF PROFITS FROM THE FILMS MERCHANDISE

NEXT ISSUE:
DISSATIS~

FIED COMIC
BOOK FANS: |




CHICK-A-B80OM, CHICK=~
A S OO BTN Seer

AND NOW, THE

WEATHER. TODAY'S
FORECAST CALLS FOR
OVERCAST SKIES AND

HIGHS IN THE
SEVENTIES . .

j& ui

CAN'T STOP THE MUSIC!

L

o
|

MMMM . . . I WISH

WE HAD HIGHS IN THE
SEVENTIES MORE OFTEN!



THESTORY MUST BE TOLD!
=~ FROM THE LIPS OF BONGO BIGSHOT, JASON GRODE
COMES MORE STARTLING REVELATIONS THAN ONE IS

LIKELY TO READ IN A LIFETIME ...
(UH, ACTUALLY I'T’S WHAT’S UP IN THE
* SIMPSONS’ HOMETOWN AND A HOME OFFICE
CALLED BONGO COMICS ...)
BY DON “BRICK” BUTLER

he sixth season of The
Simpsons is on tap for
this fall on FOX. In the
meantime, Bongo Comics
has made some additions
to its comics series this
autumn, beginning with The
Simpsons family (kinda like the
Superman Family) and inuil

the numbering,” Grode says.

“We're already working on the
Radioactive Man series for next
year, and we're going to start filling
in the holes we've left wide open.”

But there’'s more on tap from the
“house that Bart built."...

« A monthly release schedule for
The Si inning in

with what the madmen at Bongo
hope will become an annual event.

Here's what lies ahead for the
rest of 1995:

* A three-part Bartman series
hitting in May, June and July.

« The return of Radioactive Man
in an 80-page colossal in July.

“It's going to be just like the old
80-page giants, with a bunch of dif-
ferent stories,” says Bongo's
Jason Grode. “It will have a
retelling of the classic ‘To Betroth
the Foe,” with Radioactive Man
marrying Larva Girl, we'll have
‘Gloria Grand, Radioactive
Woman,” where she gets radioac-
tive superpowers; ‘Radioactive
Man, Teen ldol;’ ‘Radioactive Ape’
and ‘Radioactive Man 1995, where
Radioactive Man of 1955 takes a
trip to the future and travels to
1995. We'll have some fun with
that.

“The whole thing is going to play
up that whole era of 80-page
giants. The ‘Radioactive Ape’ story,
for instance, has a bit of the Jimmy
Olsen adventures in which he turns
into a worm or a giant turtle and
Superman is turned into a puppet.
It's having fun with the comics
genre yet again.”

While Radioactive Man 80-Page
iR Colossal will probably be labeled
as #1, with future RM releases
Bongo will “continue to screw with

P 9 9
August.

« Another set of trading cards
from SkyBox in August or
September.

* Bart Simpson'’s Treehouse of
Horrors, a 48-page book with three
14- or 15-page stories coming out
in October. The three contributors:
Jeff Smith, James Robinson and
Mike Allred.

Alired is working on a Little Shop
of Horrors parody, Little Shop of
Homers; Robinson will work on a
Cat People parody and Smith's
story will be a cross between
“Moby Dick with a certain flavor of
Hound of the Baskervilles,” Grode
says.

“We have a feeling this could
become our annual,” Grode says.

The rest of the year is monthly
Simpsons comics. If Lisa Simpson
Comics takes off—and it received
positive notice in Entertai
Weekly, for starters—it could blos-
som into a semi-regular line of
comics as well.

“With The Simpsons line of
comics, we don't have any plans of
going beyond 18 comics a year,”
Grode says. “We think it's just the
right amount. We don’t want to do
more and turn the line into some-
thing that has nine different month-
ly titles and four a week. Taking
The Simpsons monthly means 12
issues a year and Treehouse of

il at

-
Horrors
is 13 out of the
18, which
leaves five
issues to
play with.
We'll do
Radio-
active Man
and we'll
trytogeta
feel for where Bartman is. We'd like
to keep on introducing things like
Krusty, spotlighting different
characters.

Bongo is also stepping outside
of the worlds creating in the mind
of Matt Groening with their upcom-
ing Zongo line. Zongo kicks in with
Gary Panter’s Jimbo.

“We're in serious negotiations
with a few other creators and hope-
fully by San Diego we'll have news
on those,” Grode says.

Ideally, the Zongo line would
produce 12 comics a year—one a
month. “It won't always be from the
same creator, but we hope to have
one a month, with the hope that
once people get a feel for what it
is, they'll pick up other titles and
give these creators a try,” Grode
says.

“The hope is to get three or four
people going, doing three or four
different quarterly books a year,”
he says. “It's the kind of material
that doesn't have the soap opera
superhero feel to it, so if it's not
out there monthly!'you're not dying
for it. There’s always a jumping-on
point. Like a lot of work with that
kind of tone to it, it will have a long
shelf life.” A






