




Epigraph

They ,shall not grow old as we that grov,olcl;

Age shal/ not rr:eat'), t'hent nor' lhe );€ars condemn.

At the going dorutt o.f the sun,

Ancl in the rnorning,

[Te ,shull rememher them.

We shull rememher them.

(For the F-allen, Laurence Binyon.)

i\evrfitund{oncl }lt:ginttnt {.u7t Burlge - ,1,'W'}

I cunnot help ./beling that the rr;rk .ttratum has in this case a
,signilicance ancl a.fitnes,s peculiut' to the lonil v,e liv*e in. It i,s t_vpit:al
of the ruggednes,s, the harr{na,ss, tutrl the stretrgth o/'churactet" a/"the
people o.f'ottr Isl{tild Home. lt apptrrtTn'iutely represents the will o/'an
i rt do m it a b l e r a c' e w ho s e ./b re -b e ure r s, clu r i ng,E e v e r a l h unclre d ), nor' t,
strugglecl v,ith the.forces o.f-nutwre, ant{, nol w,ifhstanding u,ell nigh
insuperable diflicultie,s, overcoftte them, and gave to our oklest
colony, the prout{ distinction she holcls toda1, in the Imperia! cliadem.
These satne chttructerrslir.s kunded tdrnt,n trs succeeding generations
per"mitted our men trt ochieve those w-onderfu! deeds o.f'vulour and
heroism in the Great tr!'ar"... (Nervfounclland Governor - His
Excellency Sir Wil l iam Allardyce, K.C.l \ ' { .C. "The Veteran
Magctzin e." Janrwryt 1924: 54 - opening remarks at the 1923 official
Blasting at the constructicin site of Newfoundland's National War
Memorial or-r Water Street. )



Praise for Gary Browne's books:

"Forget-Me-Not: Fallen Boy Soldiel 's"... The problem with remembrance is that
society forgets. With generational skip, mernories of'our fallen are lost" As the
Commanding Officer of this famed unit, I am convinced most of our province is
on the precipice of forgetfulness. The antidote is an aggressive charge to educate
and incrcase awareness as \'/e approach thc centennial of the First World War. Our
geueratiou has at no-fail missiou: We rnust rernember, as their blood runs in our
veins. Gary Browne is leading that charge. As a historical re'searcher, his job is to
present facts so we clo not forget. His cletails would have caused a stir during those
war years. His heart-breaking facts regarding boy soldiers. added with his probing
open-ended questions, force a reader to drar,v out deductions. By the end gf the
book" a reader wil l have an insatiable hunger for more" The topics in his book are
gems lbr readers to discover. 

'I 
his book identifles those young men ancl their hearl-

wrenching stories. Best enf oyed r,vith time to yourself. this book will not let you
go unti l you have devoured the last page .

Alex Brennan, B.A. , CD
l,ieutenant Colonel Commanding Officer First Battalion

The Royal Nelvfoundland Regiment

Gary Bro',vne's book "To Serve and Protect" tells the little knou,n story of the
Newfoundland Constabulary during \\brlcl War II. The book provides a richly
documented and cngaging look at this pivotal moinent in Ncrn fbr,rnclland history.
With the passing o1'time. these stories of courage and sacrif ice were in ciangerof
being lost to us. cary Browne has therefore done us all a great service.

Dr. Steven High
canada Research chair in Public Historv. concordia universitv

"Soldier Priest in the Kil l ing Fields of" Europe." Gary Bror.vne and Darrin
McGrath's hook about Paclre Thorlras Nangle. chaplain to the Newfclundlancl
Regiment in WW1, is an accurate, complete and enthrall ing accctunt of'the l ife's
lvork of one rvho served his fcllow. Newfcxrndlanders .',vell.

The Honourable Edrvard l,I. Roberts, Ch,I. ONL, eC
Lieutenanf Governnr of Newfilundland and Labrador 20a2 to 2008

Honourary colonel, Royal Newfoundland Regiment 2003 to 2008



ffi Dedication ffi

This book is dedicated to the memory of the "Fallen Boy Soldiers"
of our beloved and famed Royal Newfoundland Regiment - wW1,
and to their families and loved ones, especially their mothers - war's
unsung heroines/casualties.

To my dear friend, the late Jerry O'Grady,, Chief Wanant Officer.
Royal Newfoundland Regiment (Retired) and Ceremonial and
Protocol Officer, Provincial Command, Royal Canadian Legion, who
wanted so much to read this book, but sickness took him from us in
2010. "Rest in peace, Jerry and your legacy, like that of your father's,
Captain J. O'Grady, will live on."



Beaumont-Hamel Caribou 1\{emorial

It w'us a magnificent displaj; s1'rrnined and clisciplined vulour, and
its usseult only.failed o{'xrc{.ess bec,ctuse dead men (:an udvance
no .forther: " (General de Lisle - 29 Division cornments on the
Newfoundland Regiment's Beerumont-Harnel advance on July I,
1 9 1 6 . )
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Message of Commendation
Brigadier General Edward P. Ring (Ret.) Canadian Forces

As a proud Newfoundlander and Labradorian
and34-year veteran of the Canadian Forces,, I
am very pleased to commend this book on
such an imporlant and deserving subject.
Having known the author for eighteen years, I
have witnessed firsthand the dedication and
passion that he brings to his work. These
qualities are clearly evident in "Frtrget-rne-
not: Fallen Boy Soldiers. " The accounts
contained in this volume are heaffrending. But
the stories of these young fighting men, and
the words and actions of their mothers. also
demonstrate the deep pride and devotion which Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians have always had for each other. Those described in this
work were children thrown into the infbrno of combat, but they
persevered through their profor"rnd love for their families at home, and
for their comrades in battle. [t has been said that a nation knows itself by
its deeds. I thank Gary for not only his enormous effort in producing this
book, but for preserving such an important part of our national historical
record. I see Newfoundland and Labrador today as a more prosperous
and successful place than ever befbre. Where we stand today is linked by
the invisible thread of history to the courage, loss, pain, and hope
described in these pages.

A regiment is a living entity, bound together by the deeds and
sacrifices of those who have gone before. Newfoundland and Labrador
has similarly been shaped by all those who have fought, and died, in our
wars. "Forget-me-not: Fallen Bol; $o1diers" tells the story of some of
these young heroes, who eamed the title - "Better Thsn the Best" while
they were but boys.



Foreword
Fred Hawkslev, Professor Facultv of Education

Memoriaiurriu.rritv of Newfoundland

In this book, Gary has presented us with the opporfunity to engage with
moments of great humanness through the true stories lived out by the
youngsters who served with the Royal Newfoundland Regiment in the
Great Wbr, a time when what it meant to be human was severely tested,
attested to, explored and expressed at the highest level. This is how
Gary's work engages us.

The title Gary has chosen for his work on the child soldiers of the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment in the Great War matches the
significance of his work. The forget-me-not flower resonates, through
the heavenly stars its petals represent, with the children of
Newfoundland who were given by their country in service to a Mother
Country from which their souls originated. In the continuing research
of Newfoundlanders in the Great War, these "kids", for the first time,
now take their special place as a result of Gary's work.

I met Gury, on an autumn afternoon some four years ago in the
Sfudent Cafe at Memorial University in St. John's when he was working
on the book "Soldier Priest." During our meeting I immediately knew
we both shared a passion for the Great War and the Royal
Newfoundland Regirnent.

Gary is the epitome of energy, determination and passion. It has
inspired ille ever since and we have become comrades through the
desire to understand, and share with others, the Great War and the
significance of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment's role in it. As we
have shared countless energized conversations, sometimes, in our
excitement having to rr-rute our voices in the quiet of The Rooms-
Provincial Archives, we ha'u'e been constantly reminded that there is no
end to the story or the need for the telling.



The legacy of the Regiment continues as members serve today in
foreign postings in Afghanistan and in so many other parts of the world.

For many, the act of remembrance is an end in itself, but not for
Gary. He knows that with each new discovery a new story emerges,
and he sets himself the task of working at the scene, seeking out the
clues, and so the way forward.

Newfoundlanders stand where those who went before them stood.
We all walk too in the shoes of those who gave themselves in the Great
War. Gary's work connects us with them and contributes dimension to
our understanding of their experience.

In his new work, Gary takes a bold step into a little known part of
the story of The Regiment as he takes us into the lives of children of
Newfoundland who were in various ways encouraged to go to war as
child soldiers. We have seen through various media reports stories of
child soldiers in other parts of the world in recent times, but know little
of our own child soldiers in the Great War until now.

Have you seen the skateboarders on the Memorial, and listened to
the debates about why "these kids" show little recognition of where
they are skating? As you watch them, or yollr own sons and daughters
playing basketball or soccer with their team mates,, put yourself back
in 1914, and see them marching down Water Street, proud as punch,
ready to do whatever ordered, to do the unimaginable things they were
asked to do and to witness.

Through Gary's painstaking and dedicated research he has invited
us into the lives of Newfoundland's child soldiers of the Great War.
And, when we get to the end of Gary's work, he asks us not only to
wonder at them, their bravery and courage, but to wonder also how a
country and so any country could have sent its youllg to such honor
and to give, as is here in Gary's work, all of their young lives in so
doing. Such giving was in equal dimension shown by the Mothers of
the young who serued.

As a young WW 1 soldier lay dying, he called, as did so many,, for
his Mother. The Voluntary Aids Detachment Nurse attending hirn said,
"I'll be your Mother tonight." But with all the courage and bravery of
these young VA.D.'s, some as young as the boy soldiers themselves,
as they attempted to bring comfofi and solace to the final moment, they
were painfully aware they could never take the place of the "Mother"
called out for.

The inclusion of Mothers' letters, desperate to seek information



about their beloved children. so far away {}om their Newfoundland
home, and the impact of the dreaded word "missing", is another
powerful dimension of Gary's work. He connects us to the voices of
Mothers and Fathers through the letters sent by them to the War
Departrnent, searching, tregging fbr infamration, anything, to help them
make sense of the catastrophe that had betallen their boy and so their
families.

During the difficult recruitment times of the Great War, Mothers
were targeted through the subtle. and not so subtle, propaganda
machinery of Government. Imagine the sheer forces under rvhich
Mothers faced propaganda letters in the Newspapers encouraging them
to repeat to their own chiiclren, "Go my Son", or, "I don't want you to
go, but if'I were you, I would go". Constructed with precision by writers
working for the deparlment of propaganda these fictitious Mothers'
letters where intended to encourage Mothers to give their children to
the Mother Country to bolster and encourage recruitment.

Gary has provided powerftrl nerv material that will make all of us
sit back as we engage with their stories, the sense of loss growing and
deepening as one moves through the pages, then the complete loss of
words in the moment r.vhen the faces of these boys, or as one old soldier
calls them these "kids", beam out at the reader in youth and innocence.
Soldiers of the Great War but ciriidren still, in need of the loving care
and saibty of a Father figure to look after thern and finding it amongst
the horror of the trenches in men like Private Howard L. Morry who
calls one young boy he takes care of "My little buddy." The young were
the ones the Army wanted. They followed orders easily, were easy to
condition, and they were of course immortal, like all teenagers. Gary
has made these foryotten children of Ner.vfoundland live again, and has
helped us to know them in the context of their teenage playground of
trenches, mud. blood and hon'or of the Great War. In our hearls and
minds now, as we near the centennial of'the Great War, they have
becorne, through Gary's careftrl research and poignant imagery the
heavenly stars of the fbrget-nre-not flower. They hacl no chance to
blossom into the tenacious Newftiundlanders they might ha'o,e become,
to retum and take their place, like tlie forget-me-not, to cling to the hard
and unforgiving rock of their beloved island home.

Through Gary's ner,v and sroundbreaking work, he has helped us
colrle to know them. and remernber them.



Introduction

For those who have read Soldier Priest in the Killing Fields of
Etn"ope I am sure you are wondering - r,vhat is the motivational fbrce
that is driving the author, in such a short period, to write a second
book, which also deals with war-related death and suffering'? What
causes the authoriresearcher to spend three years of his retirement
delving into war graves'repofts, death notices, obituaries, hundreds
of rnilitary personnel files, readin-e many heartbreaking letters from
soldiers' mothers, and so on, to tell the story of our heroic war dead
- World War One?

Well, the answer, in my rnind, is quite simple - it is my prolbund
pride of people and of place, and I continue to be awe-struck with
the heroic deeds of our brave soldiers, many of whom were only
boys, who left their North Atlantic home during World War One to
fight in "The War to End All Wars." The more I learn, the more I am
spell-bound by their heroism, bravery and total devotion to duty in
the f'ace of unimaginable enemy fire-power and overwhelming
strength. I am also amazed with the, often unheralded, relentless
suffering they endured. The "Boy Soldiers" of whom I write, were
those youthful warriors who were teenagers at the tirne of their death
during WWl.

I must strongly state that this book in no way attempts to diminish
the tremendous legacy of all those Newfoundlanders who fought
with the Allied Navy, Army. Flying Corps, Merchant Marine, and
those who so diligently served with the Newfoundland Forestry
Corps., Nursing Units, the Red Cross, and those on the Home Front
during WorldWar One (WWl). These groups all have a distinct and
illustrious history of trrarrery, commitment, and accomplishment,
well beyond the call of duty.

Throughout this book, I rviil profile a number of "Boy Soldiers"



whose stories I have reviewed through a process of "random
sampling." It wasn't feasible to profile all the "Boy Soldiers" who
fought in the Regirnent during WWI because there was a significant
number who had very little infonnation in their war personnel files,
and a considerable number of the stories are very similar. The
daunting task of attempting to identify all the fallen "Boy Soldiers"
was greatly challenged by the fact that they lied about their true ages.

I have also taken the liberty of including additional information
and related nuances concerning WWl, which, I am confident, will
interest and intrigue the reader. Now, come along with me, on this
untold story as I retrace "The Traii of the Caribou" taken by these
vouthful Newfloundland heroes of WW1.

Gary F. Browne, M.O.M.



"Forget-Me-Not"
Newfoundland's Remembrance Flower

Newfoundland became unique in the world when, in 1918, our Great
War Veterans Association offlcially made the beautiful little blue
"Forget-Me-Not" our "Remembrance Flower." To the best of my
knorvledge. the Newfoundland "Forget-Me-Not" was the first war
related comrnemorative flower to be formally adopted, years before
the poppy. The flower was worn every year on July 1,
Commemoration Duy, starting in 1917 rvhen Church and State
honoured the men who served and died in World War One. July 1
was, of course, the date of the infamous I 91 6 Battle of Beaumont-
Hamel where our Regiment was nearly annihilated. Following the
adoption of the "Poppy" as the Allied Remembrance Flower, the
"Forget-Me-Not" was worn on July 1, and the Poppy on November
1 1 .

In Newfoundland and Labrador, the Forget-Me-Not was worn on
July I up until about 2000. I believe our province should once again
make the "Forget-Me-Not" the July I - Remembrance Day Flower,
and bring back this great commemorative tradition in honour of the
Newfoundlanders who participated in "The War to End All Wars." I
think the Royal Canadian Legion., of which I am a long tirne proud
member, should seriously consider re-introducing the selling of this
srnall and appropriate floral tribute as a fundraiser for military
veterans and their farnilies, as was so faithfully done by the Ladies
Auxiliary of the Great War Veterans Association for many years.



This poem by an unknown author in Captain C. S. Frost's scrapbook
alburn in the Royal Newfoundland Regiment's museum expresses it
all in relation to the iconic little "Forset-me-not."

ffi A Mother Renternbers

"Please w,ear a "Jbrget-me-not" the lady said
And held one fortlt, but I shook rny head.

Then I stopped and w,atched as she of.fered them there,
And her Jace was old and lined with care,'
But beneath the scat"s the vears had made

There remained a smile that refused to fade.

A boy catne whistling dow,rt the street,
Bouncing along on care-.fi"ee /bet.
His smile was./ull o./-joy and.fun,

"LAdy, " said he, "may I have one? "
When she pinned it on he turned to say,

"Why do you wear aforget-me-not todals? "

The lady smiled in her wistfill way
And answered, "This is Memorial Day,

And the.forget-me-not there is the symbol.for
The gallant men who diecl in war.

And because they did, yotr and I are fi'e.e-
That is wh_r- we wear a forget-n1e-not, )tolt see. "

"I had a boy about your size,
Wth golden hair and big blue eyes.

He loved to plalt and.juntp and shout,
Free as a bird he would rece about.

As the.years went b.,- he learned and grew,
And became a man - as vou v;ill. too.

"He ryas.fine and strong, with a boyisfu sntile,
But he'd seemed with us such a little vthile



When v:ttr broke out and he wettt a\,-ay.
I still remember his -/ace that day

When he smiled at me and scicl, 'Goodbyg,

I'll be back soon nlotn, so please don't cry.'

But the w*artN€t1t ctn ancl he had to stay,
And all I could do was wait and pray.
His letters told me of the awful.fight,

(I c:an see it still in mv dreams at night),
With the tanks and gtuts and cruel barbed tvire,
And the mines and bullets, the bombs and fire.

"Till at last, at last, the war \y-a,s \uon -

And thatis w'h1; *-g wear aJbrget-me-not, son."
' The small boy, lYrrred as if to go,

Then said, 'Thanks, lady, I'm glad to know,.
That :iure did sound like an aufful./ight

But your son -- did he come back alright?'

A tear rolled dow,n each.fhded cheek,
She shook her head but didn't speak.

{ moved etv'ey in a sort of'shame
And iJ'you vlere me ))olt'd have rJone the sawte,'

For our thanks, in giving, is o/t dela.vecl,
Though our freedotn \v'es bought - and thousands paid.

Antl so when you ,see a.forget-me-not worn,
Let us reflect on the btu"den borne
By, lhose who gave their very- all

When asked to answer their country is call
That we at home in peace might live.

* See Appendix 2 .fbr.further inlbrmation on the Fnrget-Me-LIot



WWI Comntonweulth trlar Grrwes Cemeten, - France



"Bo-v Soldiers" pic'tured with other members o/'the
N'ev(bunc{lsnd Regiment r:irca III4 (C)ourtesl; ol'Mrtrry P-omilv)



"Boy Soldiers"
- He is a mere child " . Thornas Trask

Thomas Trask of Elliston was so upset about his 16-year-old son,
Nonnan, joining up to fight in the First World War, that he took it
upon himself to write a letter to Newfoundland's Colonial Secretury,
Richard Squires, asking him to send the underage boy home. He
noted that Nonnan had been attested into thu- \ r-'u'titundland
Regiment on October 24, l9l7 , by the local rnagistrate ar Grand
Fal1s.

As yoLt are awere, my son Norman Trask has
volunteered and he is only l6 ,vears oJ'age. I w-ant you to
please send him home, as he went against his.father and
mother, and be,sides he is too young./br thut. He is a mere
child, ,/'ht was older I w,ould not.fbel so bad over it, but I
can't stand to see so young a boy go out in the World.
Please do your best to trtut him hack and send hirn to Grand
Falls or home.

RespectJully ysur't,
Mr. Thontas Trask

On November 1, I9l7 . Major Montgomerie, District Officer
Commanding Newfoundland Regiment, replied to an earlier letter
that Reverend W. H. Dotchon. the Methodist minister at Elliston, had
written on behalf of Private Norman Trask's mother:



...1 am to sav that it is not the desire afthe Adjutant,
that any voLttrg man under the uge of-eighte€fi ye61yr, fis
enlisted, as sttch are not Jit.f'or the w,ork. It is noteutorthy,
how,ever to note that it is the bo1,s o/- this age, that are
shov,irtg the onl.1.- rectl spir"it that is being manifested to-
duy

There are numbers oJ'young men in your comnutnity,
and in evet)) contmuniQ' in this colony, who ltave not been
awakened to a sense of their re,sponsibility, and it is
necessarv that ever.v man of'British blood should realize
the responsibility that rests Ltpon him in this matter, and
show the men of their courttrT,thetr plain duty. ...1 sltall he
glad i/'yc,u w,ill, as Jhr as yott can, place befbre 1,our people
their responsibilities in this rnatter We do not want men
under eighteen years q/" age, but v,e do want every man
b etw, e en eighteen and .forty-zne.

The irony, in relation to the adjutant's statement of not wanting
young men under 18 years of age, is that those seeking enlistment
were not required to show official proof of age. "ApparentAge" was
the terminology used on all British Anny enlistment forms. This lack
of official proof of age allowed thousands of under-aged "Boy
Soldiers" to join the British Fighting Services during WW1.

"Tltere w,ere Mothers, coming dow,n to Headquarters (C.L.B.
Armoury, St. John's), sayiyg that tlteir sons, v,ho joined up, were
under ege." (A.J. Stacey, Memoirs o.f'a Blue Puttee)

As a result of the campaign carried on his behalf, Private Norman
Trask was discharged from the Regiment on November 1,, I9l7 ,
after just 17 days service. Other "Boy Soldiers" were not as fortunate.
ln just one battle, the infamous Battle of Beaumont-Hamel on July
7, 1916, a total of 39 "Boy Soidiers" fiom the Newfoundland
Regiment gave up their young lives. Twenty-one have no known
graves.



Private William Morgan, son of John and Sarah Morgan of St.
John's, gave the supreme sacrif ice on July 1. 1916' becoming the
first 16-year-old Newfoundlander to lay down his life in battle. This
plumber's apprentice-turned- soldier enlisted on January 2, l9I5
after lying about his age - stating he r.vas 19. Private Morgan,fair
complexioned, 5' 5" tall, and weighing 126 pounds, f-rrst fought and
was wounded at Gallipoli. At the time of his death he had served with
the Regiment for 181 days. To add to his parents'grief, his body was
never found.

Private Harold Flutchins, son of Philip and Louise Hutchins of
Greenspond, Bonavista Bay, was 17-years-old when he was killed
in act ion on Julv l .  1916.

Private Norman Coultas,, 17-year-old son of \1r 1r,-s and \laria
Coultas of St. John's, was kil led in action on July 1,1916. Norman
fought at Gallipoli in 191 5 and was evacuated to hospital suffering
from a bad case of frostbite following a vicious winter storm which
left many Allied soldiers dead. Norman was a clerk working in St.
John's before enlisting in the Regiment. Maria Coultas was widowed
prior to her son's death. This mother lrad to face the tragedy of death
and the agony of her son's body never being found.

Private Edward R. Winter, son of Thomas and Florence Winter
of St. John's, was 18-years-old when he was killed in action on July
l, 1916. A clerk, he joined the Regiment on December 15, 19l4.He
was one of the many Church Lads Brigade (C.L"B.) boys who
answered the call not long after the war began. He served in Gallipoli
before losing his life at Beaumont-Hamel. Private Winter is buried
inAncre British Cemetery. about 1-Il2 miles from Beaumont-Hamel.

Private George Graham C'rosbie of Bay Roberts was a l6-year-
old student when he enlisted ir-r the Regiment at St. John's on April
19, 1915. He was 17 when he died on July 3,  1916, f rom wounds
received at the July I Battle of Beaurnont-Hamel. This "Boy Soldier"
fiom Conception Bay Nor-th was the son of Walter and Mary Crosbie.



Private Louis Brown, 16-year-oid son of Henry and Hannah
Brown of Bishop's Harbour (Salvage) lost his life to artillery fire on
October 11,, 1916, at Gr-reudecourt. This youthful fisherman joined
the Regiment on Decernber 20, 1915, after lying about his age. He
laid down his life some 270 days later. Sadly, forhis farnily, his body
was never recovered.

Private Gordon Mullings, 18-year-old son of Joseph Mullings of
St. John's, became the first "Boy Soldier" to lose his life in battle in
1917 - January 20. He was l6 when he enlisted.

Private Alfred Cake was l6-years-old when he lost his life at
Monchy-le-Preux on April 74, l9l7 . A fonner clerk at Ayre & Sons
in St. John's, he was born in Tilt Cove, son of Manuel and Patience
Cake. He joined the Regiment at St. John's onApril 10, 1916, at the
age of fifteen, after falsely declaring he was 18.

Private James Cron, son of James and Emrna Cron of Harbour
Grace. rvas 18 when he was killed at Monchy-le-Preux onApril 14,
l9l7. He enlisted in the Newfbundland Regiment on June 4, 1915.
Private Cron fought at Beaumont-Hamel on July 1, 1916, and was
wounded in the hip.

Private Joseph Vaughan, son of Henry and Ellen Vaughan of St.
John's, was 15-years-old when he joined up and l7 when he was
killed at Monchy-le-Preux on April 14, I9I7 . Private Vaughan had
earlier fought in Gallipoli and at Beaumont-Hamel.

Private George Brinston of North Harbour, Placentia Bay, was
17-years-old when he was killed at Broembeek on October 9, 1917,
and his body was never found. He joined the Regiment on August 9,
1 9 1 5 .

Private Leo Christopher, son of Michael and Catherine
Christopher of St. Joseph's,, was l7-years-old when he was killed at
Broembeek on October 9, 1917. He joined up at age 15.



There were 1,305 soldiers of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment
rvho iost their lives in World War One, a number that includes several
members of the Neu.'foundland Forestry Corps. A significant number
of those who died in the war were "Boy Soldiers"- teenagers.
Through my research, I have identifie d 272 of these boys.

Platoort 2 l\,lev'fbuntlland Regirnent circa l9l4
(The Roonts - P rovinc ial Arc:h ives )



Plutoon 6lleyufoundland Regiment circa lgt4
(The Rooms -P rovincial Archives )
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I\ewfoundland Joins the War Effort
-The surly drwns beat terrihle qlsr

With all the dreadful music of'wor. . ....Broome

At 9:25 p.m. on August 4,  1914, Sir  Walter Davidson,
Newfoundland's British-appointed governor, received a telegram
from the Office of the Secretary of State fbr the Colonies advising
that Great Britain had officially declared war against Germany. The
brief message received at Government House in St. . lohn's u'ould
have a monumental effect on Ner,l fbundland and its people lbr many
years to come. Newfoundland. bein*u a Donrinion of the Brit ish
Empire, was automatically jettisoned into WWI the moment Great
Britain declared war on Germany.

August l9I4 was a typical slllllner's montir in Newfoundland.
In every harbour, cove and inlet fishermen were hard at w"ork from
dawn to dusk, attempting to catch as many fish as they could in order
to feed and clothe their families through the cold }r{orth Atlantic
winter. Other Newfoundland men were struggling to eam a living as
farmers,, miners and loggers.

Women - mothers, wives, and daughters - were busy salting cod-
fish and laying it out to dry on the flakes. tending gardens, picking
and preserving local wild berries, and toiling at home to ensure the
family was ready for the onset of rvinter. These loving. caring and
stalwart matriarchs, who contributcd so much to all things farnily,
were about to have their worlds artd hearts tom apart by the ravages
of war.



Religion, through Newfoundland's strong and distinct mixture
of Irish, West Country England and Scottish culture, would play a
major role in the lives of those afI'ected by war, both overseas and
on the home front. The people of Newfoundland would soon need
all the Goci-given help that could be mustered in order to get through
what was about to be savagely unleashed upon them.

ln July of 1914, the farnil ies, and especially the mothers, of
fifleen-year-old boys like Leo Christopher of St. Joseph's, Salomier;
Thornas Brinton of Burin; Louis Brown of Bishop's Harbour;Alfred
Cake of Tilt Cove; Williarn Morgan of St. John's; and Francis Thistle
of Gander Bay had no idea that these mere youngsters would, in the
near future, lie buried in the tar-off soil of France and Belgium.

With Newfoundland's automatic entry into WWI as part of the
British Empire, the gauntlet was dropped for citizens everywhere to
raise land and sea fighting units in support of the Mother Country's
battle against the well trained and aggressive Hun. The lead role in
raising fighting units from Newfoundland was taken by Govemor
Davidson in consultation with Prime Minister Edward Patrick Morris.

Neu'foundland had been without the services of an organrzed
defence unit since the withdrawal of the British garrison in 1870.
The only semblance of an armed force was a small colonial police
force, the Newfoundlanci Constabulary, and a volunteer Royal Naval
Reserve component.

On August 12, 1914, in an r"mprecedented move, Governor
Davidson called together a group of fifty or so influential private
citizens who quickly formed an organtzattan to be initially known as
the Newfoundland Patriotic Association (N.P.A). For the next three
years, the N.P.A. would be totally responsible fbr the operation and
administration of Newfoundland's wartime infantry establishment, the
I't Newfoundland Regiment. Davidson became Lieutenant-Colonel,
Commanding Officer of the Regirnent, a position and rank he held
until his depafture fi'om Newfoundland in 1917. The government of
Newfoundland fonned its own Department of Militia in 19 17 and it
eventuaily took over all responsibilities for the Newfoundland
Regiment. The N.PA. inrmediately took it upon itself to enlist and
equip a regiment of some 500 men for overseas duty.
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Recruitment Begins
Adventure beckoned to her c:hildren..........Capt. L.C. Murphy

On August 2 1 , 19 14, Govemor Davidson sent out a recruitment plea,
by public proclamation, for Newfbundlanders to come to the aid of
the "Mother Countrv" bv enlisting in the I ' t Newfoundland
Regiment:

Proclamation

Your King and Country Need You!
Will You Answer The Call?

At this very moment the Empire is engaged in the greatest war
in the history of the World.

In this crisis your Countrv calls on her young men to rally
round Her Flag and enlist in the ranks of her Army.

If every Patriotic young man answers Her call, Great Britain
and the Empire will emerge stronger and more united than ever.

...We want to send our best, and we tlel ieve that Britainos
oldest Colony will again gain greater honour and glory for Her
name.

If you are between l9 and 35 years old, will you answer your
Country's call? If you will, then go to the nearest Magistrate and
enroll your name for service in the fighting line...Tickets to St.
John's will be providecl by the Magistrate free of cost. The terms



of enlistment are: To serve abroad for the duration of the war,
but not exceeding one year.... Volunteers from outports will be
given free passage to St. John's.

Newfoundland promised tcl enlist, equip and dispatch 500
members of the Regirnent to England. The proclamation declared the
men would leave within one month of their enrollment, after
receiving a colrrse of instruction and training in St. John's. Each
private would receive a rate of pay of $ I per day and free rations
from the date of enrollment until date of return, with a portion paid
to dependents left behind, or allowed to accumulate. Rejected
applicants would get their way paid back home.

The governor's proclamation garnered immediate results, with
74 volunteers enlisting on the first night. Within a week, 27 5 had
enrolled. On August 25, the C.L.B. Armoury on Harvey Road in St.
John's. u'hich had been designated Regirnental Headquarters and
trarning facilitv, witnessed an emotional and patriotic show of
solidarity when 40 members of the Catholic Cadet Corps amived as
a unit and enlisted. By September 2, the number of volunteers had
climbed to 743, with more than 250havtng been officially attested.

In 1914, under British military law, it was legal to enlist in His
Majesty's Fighting Services at 1B years of age, but a serviceman had
to be 19 to go overseas. There were specific exceptions to the legal
age of 1B; for example, 16-year-olds could ioin the Regiment band
with the written consent of their parents.

Thanks to the efforts of vibrant local religious communities there
existed in Newfoundland, at the outbreak of war, cadet corps and
brigades. These cadet corps/brigades would prove to be an excellent
pool of military-minded young men and officers who would become
the foundation for our citizen-soldiers' Regiment - forever proudly
known as "The Fighting Newfoundlanders."

Those corps/brigades were as follows: The Church Lads Brigade
(Senior Corps formed in 1892); The Catholic Cadet Corps; The
Methodist Guards; and The Nern'foundland Highlanders (Scottish
Kirk). The Legion of Frontiersmen was the other brigade grollp
(adult) whose rnembership provided some 150 recruits to the



Regiment in 1914. The outstanding war record of these boys and men
from the respective corps/brigades will forever stand as a testimony
to the bravery commitment and sacrifice they so unselfishly gave in
The Great War:

The citjt brigctcles, composed mostly o.l' ),oung,
beautifully.fit ctthletes .fiom row,ing crews, Jctotball anc{
hockey teant,s, enlisted in a body. Every truin /iom the
interior brought lumbermen, .fresh .fiom the mills and
.fbre,st,s, hu,skv, steel-muscled, pugnacious ctt the nto,st
p e a c efitl of' tim e s, .fi" ankll,,s p o i I in g .fbr ex c i t eme nt. F' rom the
out-harbours and .fishing villctge,s c:onte callctus-hancled

.fishermen, with backs ct little bowed .fi om straining ctt the
oar, accltstomed to a li/b of danger. Every, day l1rrru came
to the (C.L"B.) ornlourv loo,se-jointed, eas.v-swinging
trapper,s and woodsrnen, .simple-spoken yoltng nren, u,ho
in olJbring their keenness of vi.sictn unrl rrtrener\ of
mork,gmanship, \ ;ere volunteerittg tlteit' ull. It trtt.s itlaul
materiul.for soldiers. (Gallishaw, Trenc'hirtg ttt Gullipoli)

The value af'the Boys' hrigade,g has heen more clearly
demonstrated in I{ev;fbundland than in anv other part of
the British Empire. Had it not heenJbr these Brigades and
the-/airly fficient militan; training of thetr memhers, it is
vetl) doubtful whether Newfoundland would have raised
its own distinctive Regiment.... All the original fficers
oJ- the Regiment and practicall"v all the original non-
commissioned officers were fficers and non-
commissioned fficers o.f the dffirent Boys'
Brigades.(1920 letter to Newfoundland's Prime Minister
Squires from Lt. Clol W. Rendell. (The Rooms Archives
MG 439)

Captain Leo C. Murphy of the Newfoundland Regiment offered
his thoughts on early recruitment, the war, and what lay ahead for
Newfoundland's sons r,vho so quickly and eagerly answered the call
to arms:



Adventure beckonecl to her children. A larger nobler
lifb seented to be about to open upon the world. But it was,
in .fact, only Death ! (Captain Leo C. Murphy's
unpublished manuscript - The Rooms Archives)

Why did so many Newfoundlanders offer themselves for war
duty'l This is a question that has reverberated since time in
memoriam,, has caused much debate, and always begs to be
considered when discussing Newfbundland's contribution in The
Great War. I believe it is important to look at this recruitment
phenomenon in relation to the "Boy Soldiers" for whom it was
surely much more complex than "For King and Country." In my
opinion,, there is no one correct answer as to why so many
Newfoundlanders enlisted,, but let us consider some possibilities and
speculate about others.

I believe there was a certain amount of community pressure created
by the recruitment proclamations and other advertisements. Firstly, the
proclamation appealed to Newfbundlanders' sense of patriotism -
" \ittrt' King and Countrv l{eed You - Wll you answer your Countlr-, s
c'all?" [f you don't answer the call, lrave you let your Country down
in its time of need and crisis? The statement "We want to send our
best" creates a certain amount of pressure. Then there were the
enticements: free transportation and meals and pay for soldiers at a
time when unemployment was high in Newfoundland. Needy families
were enticed by the promise that aportion of a soldier's pay would be
given to dependents. A further enticement was that the enlistment
period was only for a year, making everyone think the war would be
over in a year, when in fact, it lasted for four grueling years.

In T4enching at Gallipoli, John Gallishaw recalled a conversation
that occurred between several soldiers and an officer in a wartime
trench. The subiect was enlistment:

'When I enlisted, ' said a tnan with an ac:ce.nt
reminisce.nt af Placentia Boy, 'I thought there'd be lot,s o/'

.fun, but with vueather like this, and notlting to eat, there's
not much poettyt ot' t"otnance in war any tnore....' 'Son'te of
vou enlisted so /ull o.f love o/' countr.v that there was
patriotism runrting down vottr chin, ond some oJ'1,ou



enlisted hecattse voLt w,ere disappointed in love, hut the
most aJ'),ou enlisted.fbr lo,-e of'adventure, and .t,ou're
gettitrg il.' A yoLtng a-//icer interrupled 'Go to sleep yow

.fellows-there's none o.f you know v;hctt you are talking
about. Thereir only one reason env ef'us enlisted, and
that s pure, lou, dovn-n, unmitigatecl ignorance.'

Private Michael J. Ezekiei of our Regiment summed up his
feelings on why he enlisted in a poem f'eatured in the June 1922
Veteran's Magazine:

.,A POEM"
(Printecl as Received)

I alwal,s wished to see the world, I ad no chanst hef'ore,
Nor I clon't suppose Lshoukl ave if'there
utd t been no wer,
I used to read the tcturist books, the shitrtpin news al,so,
An I ad the chance o gain so I couldn t eltrt but go..."

I alv,avs ytished to see the world, I'rn!'ond
o liJb an change-
But cr bullet got me in the leg an this is
passin strange
That when )'ou see Old Englands shore all
wrapped in ntist an rain
Why, its worth the bloomin bundle to he
coming home again.

(From "Happy - Though Wounded")

Outside of the enticements put forth in proclamations and
advertisements, there were the general reasons why tnen joined the
war effort: the camaraderic, the pride and "esprit-de-corps" of being
part of a unique band of brothers; the attraction of the uniform. il
means by which a person could shine and show his individual r,vorth,
the longing for adventure and a chance to see the r,r,'orld; the
excitement created by pon.rp and ceremony of military life; fighting
for King and Country: fiuhting for the protection of peace and human



rights; dissatisfaction with work and conditions in the workplace;
community, peer anrj family pressure to join the others; not wanting
to be left behind etc.

The next point fbr consideration is why did the military want
teenagers for the very tough, demanding and dangerous job of
soldiering? British war historian Richard Van Emden, in his ground-
breaking book Boy Soldiers of- the Great War made some interesting
observations: teens were very susceptible to propaganda; they were
nlore willing to take orders; teens often believed in their
indestructibility; and they had a general incomprehension of risk or
danger.

I o.ften think w,hat v,onderJLtl kids thelt were. You take
a lot oJ'them \uere si-vteen, seventeen and eighteen !€ars
old. I yvas thirty l€ars old **hen I signed up in the
Regiment. I wus one o.f the old Jbllows and I o.ften
wonde.red at the hravery of them little kicls. No stopping
them of all, go v,herever the,v- were sent, do w-hatever thelt
were told and laugh about it. (Private Howard L. Morry
describing young soldiers he served with in the Great War)

o.f the Regintent circu l9l4
I believe that the many yoLrng Newfoundlanders who evenfually

enlisted were not easily scared or intimidated. They were physically
tough from the work demands of every day life: fishing, logging,
mining, seal hunting, and death' often brought on by the rigors of the
Norlh Atlantic, was no stranger to them. But in retrospect, nothing
could have prepared these youthful citizen-soldiers for the honors,

Private H. Morry (2nd row, 3rd.frorn right) with Boy Soldiers
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suffering and mass death which they would experience in WW 1 .
Renee White of Englee was among the young men who were

eager to join up. On August 21, 1914, he wrote to Newfoundland's
Colonial Secretary J. R. Bennett:

I)ear Sir,
I rectd lour Proclamation thot 7;o71 i,ssued a,sking.fbr

the 1t6v11g men of'thi,s Cot,urtr7t to volunteer toJight.fbr thetr
King and Country.

I would like verl, much to join tlte volunteer ranks. I
am willing to /ightJbr m1t King and Countr,- and give my
li/e if need be. The reason v;h.v I am v,riting to .vou i,s
becctuse I am I B .vears olcl instead o/' 19, and I w,ant to ask
you il I prove ,satisJactory in other aspects, w,ould m), age
malre any dilference. If it does not, please send me en
erts\uer and I will come to Sl. Johnls - the.first chunce I
get. Will vou plettse oblige me b,r- cutstvering nn' letter on
return mail'? I hope to be accepted, Sir - that I can be of"
some ttse to my [{;rrt and m.v Countty,.

White enlisted in the Newfoundland Regiment on January 26,
1915, in St. John's. Private White bravely served his country, and
twice received gunshot wounds to his face in France in 1916-17. He
was wounded in the hand and leg in Belgium in October of 1918,
and subsequently had to have a finger amputated at Wandsworth
Hospital in London. He married a girl fiom Glasgow, Scotland on
December 9, 1918. He was dernobil ized in St. John's February 14,
1919.

The overall rate of enlistment, regional patterns of enlistment,
casualties, casualty rates, and the impact of the war on St. John's
were addressed by Professor Christopher Sharpe, Department of
Geography, Memorial University of Newfoundland in a paper he
wrote for Newfoundland Studies (4, I - 1 9BB 082 3- I 7 3 7\:



...In l{ewJbundland, the initial (recruit) pool consisted
o.f Nev,foundland residents aged hetw,een I9 and 35 vears.
The populatiort of l''leryfouncllsnd and Lahrador in 191I
was 242,619, including 122,578 rnales. O.fthese,33,70B
h)ere age-eligible fbr active military service according tct
the original restrictions. How-ever, by 1916, it had heen
decided that the age oJ'30 should be establisltecl as the
upper limit, 'becLtuse it was c:onsidered appropriate to a
sparse fishing populatiort w,Itose existence depended ctn a
sfficient sttpplv of ahle-boclied )loung tnen' (O'Brien,
I2l).... In totul ll,9BB l{ewfbttndlander',s are knov,rt to
have enlisted in some militar.v or paratnilitart,.fbrce....
26.6% oJ'the eligible men in the colonv voluntarilv
presented themselves -fo, service in the Royq|
Alewfoundland Regiment alone. What is also striking, even
startling, is that nearll; half o/'the w,ould-be volunteers,...
were .fbuncl to be medicallv un/it ./br service ... It wos cleur,
however that the rate of' re.iection was very high in
Nev"fbundland es it v,as elsewhere... there i,s et,idence that
British recruiters .faced similttr problems ...

The Distaff, a 1916 womens' magazine, note d: Recruiting is
largely affected by the attitude o.f v,omen, and it is noticeahle that in
Nev;/bundland the largest numher o.f volunteers conle from homes
where the wonten have put selfishness aside and not placed obstacles
in the way oJ'their tnen, doing their puhlic cluty conscientiously.
(Centre For Newfoundland Studies-MIJN)

Pri v,ctte Jos iah Squi hb
Carbonear, killed in action in Gallipoli

Pri v'ot e .Iumes Joseph T-ibbo
Linrc Street, St. Johrtls

Killed in ur:tiott in (iullipoli
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Propaganda and Recruitment
-the politics oJ'grirJ. . Dr. Suzanne Evans

The following is a May 16, 7916, letter Colonial Secretary J.R.
Bennett sent to St. John's newspapers, The Evening Telegram and
The Daily lVews, concetning outrageous and barbaric treatment of
British prisoners of war by the Germans:

I beg to enclose herew-ith ct narrative received by His Excellenc.,-
the Governor.from the lBritishf Sec:retary oJ'State o.f outrageousl.r-
cruel ntal-treatment of pri,soners of'v,ar in the internment camp at
Wittenberg, which was prepared by Honourable Mr. Justice Younger,
one o.f the Ju.dges (t'the High Court of Justice in his copacitv as
Chairrnan o./'the Government Committee on the treatment b,r- the
enem)) aJ British prisoners oJ"war. It was notoriou,s that in this
particular camp the most revohing barharity had habitually heen
prac:ticed by the guards on the urfbrtunate prisoners, but this
accor.tnt, es summed up by an eminent.judge, show,s that the cruelty
practiced on these prisoners of v,ar yuas vile alntost beyond belieJ.
In spite of the cntel1t, insults, and neglect, lhe German Emperutr has
been pleased to confer a ,special honour on the arch-o./jender, Dr.
Ashenback, b1; bestott,ing on hirn the lron Cross and retaining hint
in his post. (The Rooms Archives)

Nonnally, I would not have questioned the Colonial Secretary's
motive in writing this letter. But after reading Suzanne Evans'2AA7
book Mothers of Heroes, .\{other of Mttrtvrs: World War I and the



Politics oJ'GrieJ, I had to contemplate his rationale. E,vans' book
explores the role of the mouming mother in war and how maternal
grief has been used for political gain. She says "Wer propaganda,
like mart,v-rologies, catne to re$t on atrocity stories...lf the enemy can
commit ultimate evil, itfollow,s that onlv an act o.f supreme sacrific-e
is pov;erful enough to de/bat them and acltieve ultimate .justice."
Bennett's public letter was guaranteed to bring forth outrage and
hatred for the enemy, and at the same time hopefully create an
"enlistment boom." The letter was also guaranteed to instill much
fear and anguish in the hearts and minds of the soldiers' families,
especially mothers, if and when their sons became prisoners of war.

A very aggressive and unsigned poem directed towards mothers,
wives, and sweethearts of prospective recruits was featured in the
July 15, 1916, edition of the St. John's Daily l,{ews'.

The Woman's Part

The boy-s in their khaki go ottt to theftont! What are the
Wonten to do?
The,r- sa-v-, 'Men must w,ork, and vt,omen ntust sweep.'Is that
all that's left.for you'?
Dnn't believe it! The hardest part to plav is the part oJ'
mothers and wives;
Tb give your ow,n life is a little thing! We give our men-

"folkis lives.
The baby you borned and suckled, and put in his ,shortened

.frocks -

The hoy that you often scolded when vou woshed him ancl
durnecl his socks,'
We bred them, and reared them, and loved thern - and novr)
it s the \,vomenb part
To send them to die ./br England - w,ith a smile ancl a
breaking heart!."..



Night passes! We'll welcome the morning w,ith a smile
Anrl a stead/tt,st will,'

{f'*u haven't olu'boys to t+,ork f'br, v,e'll work.fbr
our countr.v" still,'
Be glad that your men are.fighters -.fbr shame that surelt,
hurts
Is to have a cow*ard man-child, vt,ho hide,s behind wornen's
skirts.
Just clench your teeth when ))olt read the lists of the
wounded and the dead,
And if the natnes that yott love are there - he proud! Ancl
hold up yoLtr head,
DonT cr1,! For they've climbed the patlnrav thut heroe,s
and martvrs trod,'
They sleep in the rest o.f heay,en! Thev stand in the Slory o-/'
God!

This poem put a considerable amount of stress and pressure on
the women of Newfoundland, and on young males who were of
eiigible age for military enlistment. Just imagine the stigma of a man
being referred to as a coward in the war years. I now woncler who
was the author of the poem and was it a strategic implement of the
British War Propaganda Department?

J.R. Bennett sent another hard hitting recruitment appeal to all
newspapers in Newfoundland in 1917 .It clearly targeted the fomilies
and friends of potential soldiers who were needed to fill the critical
gap caLrsed by the death and dismemberment of fallen soldiers of the
Resiment:

An Appeal to the People of Newfoundland!

....ThereJbre, I confidentllt appeal to the ),oLutg men of'the
Country', who are o/' Militar,t age, to o/Jbr them,selves as
rec:ruits J'or a Regiment thut every ntan, tna.v he he
I,,lew,fbundlontlet' or otherwise, might w,ell Jbel proud o"l'.
Do.vour" dut.t ' :  plal ' the man's pttrt ,  and never let i t  lse.



throw,tt in yow Jaces or the.faces of your children that you

/ctiled in your duq, kt yctttr Cortntrv-, in her hour o,f-greatest
trial" I appeal to the mothers, to theJatlters, to the sisters
to help the holts realize their dufls, and spur them on, to
qttit themselv-es like men, so that they may participate in
the great virtory; that is surellt coming, and which cannot
be delay,ed much longer!

Your Brothers in Arms Are Calling! Your Duty is to Go!
(Newspaper article. Captain Sydney Frost Alburn - RNR
Museum)

While researching this book, I was struck by the lack of material
related to Nei.l'founclland "Boy Soldiers." As a frequent researcher
of things regimental, I now have to ask was the lack of pre-war and
post-war attention given to the "Boy Soldier" caused by design, or
was it because people were so caught up in patriotism that it was
blindly accepted, or did the government and military powers-to-be
deliberately want to camouflage the entire very delicate and
emotional matter? Maybe it was because the war-machine
desperately needed warm bodies to put in uniforms and they had little
choice but to enlist "Boy Soldiers," something they didn't want to
advertise? Government and senior policy makers said nothing about
"Boy Soldiers," but at the same time a significant number of these
people lost their young sons and teenaged relatives in battle. Due to
the high casualty rate the ongoing recruitment process was critical
in keeping the Regiment up to fighting strength:

The wastage of 1,oung men dnring the senseless
slaughter of-the First World War was enorntous on both
sides aJ'the conflict. The casualty rate, becctttse ofthe
nattrre o.f'the.fighting, w,as, tn manv instances, verv much
higher in the First than the Second War and was horne by
a smaller prspulation ha:;e.... In.f'act, the nurnber of'the
First War "f atalities in both the CEF (Canadian
Expeditionary Force) and the Rl/R (Royal Newfoundland



Reginrent) exce.ed,s the totsl nwnher ofall types of'Second
War casualties, both.fatal and non-fiztal.".. The statistics
on.fatalities are the rnast sobering, especictlly et they relate
to the. v:hole question q/ l{ewfoundland's post*war
development. In the case o.f'the .voungest age group, Jully
{.t qtrarter af the men yvho enlisted u,ere killed. This
repre,sentecl I4 Tsercent, or I in 7 of'the totul number of all
such.voung men in St. Johnk. A total o.f 48 percent oJ'the
enlistees o/'these ages were either killed or discharged as
medicalll, rutfit. This represertled 27 percent, more than l
in 4 af all the lB- ta 22-vear-old men in the capital.... In
the end, whether New,Jbttndland suJJbred the highest
fatali4t rate in the Ernpire, or only the second, third, or
.fburth, is immaterictl. What is intportunt is that ,slte suffered
heavill, as a result of' the war, and the /oss oJ' such
substantial percetttages of men in the printe of tlteir lives
could not but hinder lter dernographic, social, and
econoni c devel opment in later .veors. (Christopher Sharpe.
Newfoundland Studies 4, | (1988) 0823-1737\

Re.giment Rec'rttitirtg Centre trt/If l C'.L.8. Armourv St. John.r
{Courtesl, of'C.L.B.)
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lst Contingent - "'Blue Puttees" depart on ̂ SS Florizel Octoher 3, l9l4
(The Roo ms -Prov inc ial Arch ives )
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First Deaths and "Baptism by Fire"
Poor Little. Kids! ....Private Howsrd L. Mony/

On october 4,1911, a mere two months after Britain had declared
war on Germany, the first overseas contingent of some 538 members
of the newly forrned 1't Newfoundland Regiment set sail for the
United Kingdom.

This firmous contingent of Newfoundlanders became known as
The First Five Hundred or "Blue Puttees." This unique nickname,
turned "badge of distinction," calne about due to uniform shortages
which torced the Regiment to borrow blue coloured puttees from the
Church Lads Brigade in St. John's. Puttees, long strips of material.
nine feet long with two feet of cotton tie-ups at the end, were used to
wrap a soldier's leg from ankle to knee for protection and support.
When the Regiment reached the U.K. the blue puttees were replaced
by regular British military khaki uniforrn issue, but their "badge of
distinction" will forevermore be proudly and affectionately
remembered by Newfoundlanders and Labradorians.

(For the sake of historical accuracy, there is one point concerning
the First Five Hundred that, in rny opinion, needs further discussion.
Aller a long and very interesting conversatiort rvith local Regiment
and military historian Chris Butt, I feel confident in using 53tl as the
actual number of Newfoundland Regiment mernbers who were part
of the famous Blue Puttee contingent.)

Many of the soldiers of the Blue Puttees went on to distinguish
themselves on the battlefleld, and a signif icant number gave the
supretne sacrif ice at Gall ipoli, France and Belgium. More than one



quafter of the decorations ealned by the Regiment were awarded to
Blue Puttees - the actual number being 7J out of a total of 280. One
in every seven Blue Puttee men won a decoration. The total number
of decorations earned by the Regirnent worked out at one in every
eighteen:

"Blute Puttees" nlLt,\t be pardoned./br.fbeling u pride in
their rec'ord. When one considers that they wlere one ninth of'
the Regintent overseas, it mu,st be admitted tl'tat the1, hort tt
be proud of-their share in gaining clistinction.for themselves
and in ltelping to bring honow' on their Regiment and their
homeland. (The Veteran Magazine - W.F.R.)

The Evening Telegram of October 5, 1914, described the
departure of the Blue Puttees first contingent, land-force
volunteers, as they were led through the streets of St. John's to the
harbour by the Catholic Cadet Corps Band:

Thousands marched/rom the (Pleasantville) camp with
thent and as they moved through the line of'route, citizens

.joined the ranks utd stepped to the rnusic o/'the grantl
patriotic air rendered b.1,- the band. Very many people were
assentbled all along the line of rnarch, And cheered the
soldiers as they swLntg along to the strain o.f'rnartial music.
Wth huoyant step and cheer.ful .face they exchanged
gree.tings showered on them.fionx every side,.frorn ntothers
and fathers, t+,ives and syveethearts, old men and rvotnen,
and es,en sonte hubes in arnts, who v,avec{ yv,itlt their little
hands in Jorewell to the Jiiends v,ko used to spenk kindly
to them, and o/'v,hom their little children's hearts .t'blt
prottd.

The true ,spirit o.f'putriotism wes everywhere nnd at
intervals "from ottt the din o/'c:heering c{une a wealr v-oiced
"Goodbye m)' sott. God Bless You." It w-as perha;ss the

.farev,ell of'some mother v,ho had given all./ttr the de./enc'e
a/ the Empire. (Memoir,s oJ'a Blue Puttee. A.J. Stacey &
Jean E,dwards Stacey)



New Year's Day 1915, bror-rght much sadness
to the Regiment with the sudden death of teen
soldier, Private John Fieiding Chaplin - first
member of the Regiment to die in Er-rrope.

Private Chaplin, son of Mark and Amelia
Chaplin of Circular Road" St. John's, died from
a serious stomach i l lness while training in
Scotland.

This 5'9," 120 pound red-haired boy was 17 r,r,hen he enlisted.
The fbrmer student-turned-soldier was I B-years-old at the time of
his death, having served 102 days of military service.

Private Chaplin, who was very much liked by all members of the
Regirnent, was given a fuIl rnilitary funeral and buried in Ardersier
Parish Churchyard in Scot land. On Apri l  27,1915, Regi inent
Paymaster Capt. H. A. Timewell wrote to Regimental Headquarters
- St. John's in relation to pay-funds in Chaplin's zrccount:

I unt not aware. if'there was anv v,ill, but since he w,cts ttnder age,
assunxe that it t+'ill be quite in order to 1ta.v this omount to his parents.
(The Rooms Archives)

Private Chaplin's personnel f i le contained "Sale o{'Auction"
coffespondence, which stated that Company Sergeant Major Dicks
had bought Chaplin's C.L.B. brown belt for six cents, and Private A.
Stacey had pr"rrchased a number of his personal items. There was also
a letter dated October 19, 1988, from a Robert Shanks of Inverness.
Scotland to the Canadian Archives sayinE,"l am curious os to haw,
a lone soldier o.f the distinguished Regiment is huriecl in a ./airl.t,
remote highland cemeter.v in Scotland. "

On January 2, 1915, Private Chaplin's tbther wrote to Gorrenlor
Davidson to inquire if his son's body could be brought home. He was
advised it was not the policy of the British Military to repatriate the
bodies of soldiers who clied overseas during war.

* < * * *
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From October 1914 to late August 1915, the Regiment was put
through intensive hours of grueling training and physical fitness
endeavours at Salisbury Plain and Aldershot, England, and Fort
George and Stobs Camp in Scotland, in an attempt to get the soldiers
battle-ready. Long and arduous route marches, up to 21 miles in full
marching order, often greatly irritated the Newfoundlanders but it
was done for their battle-fitness.

Many Newfoundlanders of the 1" and 2"d Battalions fell in love
with Scotland and its people during the time the Regiment was
stationed there in WWl . The Nervfoundland Regirnent was the only
non-Scottish Unit to ever garrison Edinburgh Castle. During and
following the war, a significant number of Newfoundland soldiers
went on to many Scottish girls.

By early August, i915, the Regiment had been whipped into a
"lean-mean-fighting-machine," and its soldiers were very anxious to
get into battle. Following his inspection on August 12, 1915, Lord
Kitchener made the pronouncement: I am sending you to the
Dardanelles shrtrtlr,, ,so be prepared, and sharpen tho,se havonet,s./br
the Ttu"lcs,.fb, when the order comes, it will come sharply. He went
on to say that the Newfoundlanders were just the type of men needed
in Gall ipoli.

Regiment soldiers ,sightseeing in Egvpt September I9I5
( The Ro oms - Provin cial Archiv,es )
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On August 20' 1915, the 1s'Battalion Newfoundland Regiment
boarded the S.S. Megantic for Alexandria (Sept.1- Sept.13). From
Alexandria they went to Cairo by train, and then on to the Allied
Base at Mudros. From Mudros,, the Regiment would finally amive at
Suvla Bay on the evening of September 19, 1 91 5.

One can only imagine the culture shock and excitement that
members of the Regiment, especially the "Boy Soldiers,"
experienced in these sun-scorched lands of the Mediterranean.
However, even though sightseeing was interesting they were anxious
to get into battle. "The lrlewlbundlanders' contntent was always the
satne, 'lt'.s some place, but it isn't the.front. We cotne to.fight not./br
sightseeing. "' (Gallishaw,, Tr"enching at Gallipol i)

The time for fighting wasn't long in coming. The S.S. Prince
Abhas arrived in Suvla Bay in the late evening of September 19,
1915., and the l't Battalion started putting its troops ashore. It was a
perfect night for a surprise landing, with no moon to illuminate the
troop rllovement" Our Battalion literally crawled into history as they
physically becarne part of Sir Ian Hamilton's renowned Brit ish
"Incomparable 29'h Division."

From 8 to 9 a.m. on the moming they landed the Newfoundlanders
had their first taste of actual battle as they were shelled by Turkish
artillery from a distance of some eight to ten miles away.

On the Regiment's first day at Gallipoli, fifteen men were wounded
by shrapnel from Turkish arlillery. The shrapnel makes nasty, jagged
hideous wounds, the horrible rec:ollection of v;hich linger,s -fbr days iu
the ntinds of'those who see them. (Gallishaw.Trenclttng at Gallipoli)

The soldiers, in their black-war-humour, commonly referred to
the brutal and deadly Turkish artillery shelling as "Turkish Delight."
The soldiers joked but they knew Gallipoli was serious business:

...But what brought home to me most the seriousness
of our venture was the solitary sheet oJ'paper **ith its
envelope, that v:tts given to ever.v nlan, to be used "fbr a
parting letter home. For some poor chaps il was indeed
the last letter. (Gallishaw)



Try and imagine what was going thror-rgh the minds of those
young "Boy Soldiers" when they were given that one sheet of paper
to write a letter home. There and then, they rnust have wondered what
have I gotten myself into; was this why I joined; will I ever get back
to my beloved Newfoundland; will I ever again see the slln go down
on the beautiful salt-water beaches I left behind; will I ever again
have a moose or rabbit "boil-up" in the woods near my home; will I
ever again hold the hand of my sweetheart on a moonlit night in the
harbour? Is this where I am going to die, far from my loved ones?
How many people will rernember our sacrifice after the war is over?

Soldiers were pennitted to write letters once a week, but
Gallishaw noted these letters were censored by his platoon officer,
who sealed them and signed his name as a record of his passing them.
Sornetimes, the censor at the base would re-open letters fbr further
scrutiny. For military intelligence and security purposos, no mention
of military information, divisional identity, location and the like was
permitted to be divulged in the soldiers'personal letters.

On September 22, 1915, Private Hugh Walter
McWhirter, age 21 years, son of Hugh and Lottie
McWhirter of Humbermouth, Bay of Islands,
died after being hit by a Turkish shell, becoming
the first operational casualty of the
Newfoundland Regiment.

On May 5, 1918, Private McWhirter's sister,
Mrs. Jacob Smith of Heart's Delight, wrote a
very patriotic letter to Newfoundland's Colonial

I see b-,- the paper that there is a very ut"gent call Jbr
me.n.forwa4 hut I am sorcy we huvent got an.v fit.fbr war.
Our oldest son is onl.r- Jbur .vear,s old. But my husbancl
would hat,e been gone long ago hut he is not.fit...he has
bad legs. Mr- heart and his are with the soklier,s hecilu,se I
have two brothers out lhere. One t4)es killed at

Secretary:



I)ardanelle,s, L|/alter Mugh) and m.v other hrother George
is ct pt'isoner of'v;ot', ond I have one more vounget' hrother
w'ho tried to volunteer ls,sl ,sssring nnd v,as tuntecl doyr-tt.
(The Rooms Archives)

Mrs. Smith's letter tr\ias a testimony to the prevailing patriotism,
loyalty and lrravery of the women of this courageous little Dominion
during the r,var years. and their wiilingness to sacr"ifice for the greater
good, a characteristic instinctive to Newfoundlanders and
Labradorians to this vel dav.

On Septernber 26, 1q16, Private Michael J.
Blyde, age l9 years, son of Jolin and Mary tslyde
of 49 Flerning Street, St. John's became the first
"Boy Soldier" to give the suprerne sacrifice. He
died af{er serving for one year and two days. The
following letter, dated October 9, 1g 15, r,vas sent
to Private Blyde's father by Newfbundland's
Colonial Secretan,:

Dear Sir:

I beg to te.nr{er, on behu$ of tke Got,ernment, as u,ell
as ./br m1ryn7.1', sincere,gt s.v-nxpath"v on the death .fi'ont
tuounds, on tlte 26't' r1f-Septemher, o.f'\,our son Privute
Mir:hael Jokn Bly,de., ctf the l;ir,st !{ev.'fitttttcllunrl Regintertt.
Your sonis name v,ill stancl on the Honotrr Roll, he heing
the .first to.fall on the /ieltl rt'huttle, "vieltling up his lifb,
uttd, w,ith suc'h un,gelfi,slt devo{ion, stcutding in the brettc:lt
ut tke time of tlte nfttion's dunger.* He died.fbr his King
ancl C.'ounlrv, and itr the de.fbnce of the trtrinc:iples rt'
Righteous.r?es',r ntrt{ .fustice. It w,ill no doubt, be solut:e to
yott to reali:e thut ht: did this to the utmost, ond, his ttatne
w-i/l ever he kt'pt in memor"y- h), those v'hom he went./rtrth
to deJbnd, attt{ lbr v,hom he ultimutefi; gave up his lifb.



(The Rooms Archives) *Private Bl,vde was actually the 4,h
soldier to be killed in battle at Gallinoii.

It seems remiss that the Clolonial ,*.rrrury's letter was written
and directed to Mr. Blyde,, without any mention, in the address or in
the actual correspondence, of Private Blyde's mother. Unfortunately,
that was standard in those days, when, wrongly so, the mother
(women in generai) had little official status or entity. Lieutenant
Colonel Padre Thomas Nangle. Chaplain to the Regiment-Wwl, was
very much aware of the mother's pivotal role in the lives of soldiers
and worked tirelessly to ensure that the rnothers were not forgotten.
He went to the grave disturbed by the suffering endured by the
mothers of these brave heroes.

In Memory of'Privute Michuel John Blyde
By Dan Carroll

Tlte blue e1,ed clrummer of the corps
Lies dead in Suvlc BaS,."
Lsaw hint full o.f'l,ottthfltl grace,
[t ,ceems hLtt .ve,cterclay,.
A ./airhead boj, v,hose martial mien
Our admiratiott clrew,,
Whose drumbeat saicl "We go to oicl
The olc{ Recl, White oncl Blue!"

I w-stched them on thut Sahbath ntorn
Four hwtdred hrave ctnd y6677g,
!'lo heacl-dress ,eav-€ their sunnv loclrs
As clow'n the street the1, s\r-ung,
And there w,as lne w,lto leuding then,
As leading now he died,
The lslue-eyed dntnuner o.f the corps
Who rests bt,Suvlsis tide.

Git,e him etemal peace, O Lord!
The crotun ofw'arrior souls,
Tho'0'er his clay



By Suvlais Bal;
The tide oJ'battle rolls:
And tear/ul mother ltfi thy head,
He sleeps among the brave,
The first, the fairest o.f the sons,
That Terra Nova gave.

(Personal Album
Captain C. Sydney Frost, M.C. - RI{R Museurn)

Gallipoli marked the 1" Newfoundland Regiment's "Baptism of
Fire." Before the Regirnent left the Mediterranean it would
eventually lose 45 of its brave soldiers: twenty-two killed in action;
eight died of wounds; ten died from disease; and five more would
later die at other locations from wounds received at Gallipoli.

* * * *

War casualty "Death Notifications" for Newfoundland families
would become a much too often utilized procedure during WW I and,
like every procedure, mistakes would be made. Wrong families
would be notified, or parents would be told that their son had died
when indeed he was alive.

Newfoundland Constabulary Sergeant George Oliphant and his
wife, like so many other parents, would suffer much grief while
mourning the death of their son, and then, suddenly, be advised their
soldier boy was alive. The Oliphant family's ordeal was the subject
of an article which appeared in a local St. John's newspaper dated
March lJ  ,  l9 I7 :

Private Jack Oliphant Very Much Alive

It v,ill be remembered that o .few days ago Sergt.
Oliphant of tlte Polic:e Court, received tw,o letters, both
acqttainting him o/'the deuth o.f his sort, Private ,Iack
Oliphant. The. Ir,leu's ot the time disc:redited the ,story,
because ef no olJiciul ittformation, and it now turns out
that we v)ere corcec't. \'eslerdat,is cctsualn, list convevs the



inJbrmation that Pt. Jack Oliphant is at the 3,d Clearing
Station, sulfering Jiom muscular rheumatisnt, having been
admitterJ on Marc'h 3'd. Naturally, the news was jou.fully
received by Sergeant ancl Mrs. Oliphant, who had been
mourning their son as dectd.

Private Walter Andrews, 18, of St. John's was killed in action on
November 20, 1917, and the wrong "Death Notification" procedure
was carried out. Mrs. Doris Andrews received the official written
notification of her son's death on the battlefield in the mait. This was
contrary to written military policy which stated that the next-of-kin
be first notified by a clergy or close friend of the family prior to
offical written notification. Colonial Secretary Richard Squires sent
a sincere three page apology to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews on December
2 7 , l g l T :

...because of the errctr in the clJicial list received bv
this Department, Jiom the Headquar.ters, there shottld have
been proper attending on the notification of vour son's
death. The harshness o/'the new,s being received by-/brmal
notice rather than b.v the aclopted tnanner, namellt by o
clergl,-man or son'te intimate Jiiend or Jamill, member...
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Private George Rankin Clarke
Brigtts, died at the Front o.f'D.v,sentr.v-

Priyote Samuel Thomas Lodge
Cata lina, died of',,vounds

receivetl in GallipoIi
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"saving Private Ry an" - Brothers in 
'War

There areJbur al'us here nov) and vt,e may not
see each other again ...Private Herbert King

During my research on the "Boy Soldiers" of the Regiment I came
across a number of family stories that I feel rival Robert Rodat's
critically acclaimed and award winning story-tumed-movie entitled
Soving Private Ryan. One story I discovered through the efforts of
Roman Catholic Basilica archivist, Larry Dohey, was that of the
Carew family of St. John's.

David and Carrie Carew gave four of their sons in service to the
King in WW1: David and26- year-old John lost their lives; Z2-year-
old William was wounded four different times and had to be
invalided back to St. John's in 1918.

The youngest boy, Private Thomas Carew, 17-years-old upon
enlistment, was spared the rigors of overseas battle, thanks to the
efforts of his mother, Archbishop Edward Roche, and the compassion
of others.

Archbishop Roche, as senior church leader for the Roman Catholic
faith in Newfoundland during WW 1 , dealt with numerous requests
from mothers and other relatives trying to keep their boys from going
into battle. On March 22, 1918. he wrote a letter to Newfoundland's
Minister of Militia, J.R. Bennett, in support of Carrie Carew's request
to have Thomas, then 18, exempted from overseas serice:

I rnay say that I have been asked over and over again
to plea w*ith the Deportment oJ'Militia by mothers and
others interested to hot,e their relatives kept back, but I



huve fl.€v-e( done so Ltp to the ltresent time. I think, how-et,er,
that circumstance,s o.f'the presenl c'ose rnerit yor,tr vety hest
considerution. Mrs. Carew has given up.fow' sotls to the
Regiment. Tt,o ofthem have already been killed. Another
is ctt pre,sent w,ith the Regiment in F rance, ancl now it is
proposed to send atua.v the.fburth w,lra is married ond has
a child. I think if any case merits consideration and vr^ould
w,arrsnt an exception to be made; it is the cuse of this
\4;ontan, w,ho has sau'ificed so ntuch fbr the ernltire. "
(Lamy Dohey "Archival Moments" - March 22,2010)

Bennett responded to Archbishop Roche's request saying,
"there are a ruunber o.f'similar ceses in the Regiment and t/'any
actiort ottt oJ'tlte ordinarl v';sru taken, it would creote an au,ln+,ard
precedent. "

In the end, however, compassion did win out and Private Thomas
Carew was kept back at Regimental Headquafiers in St. John's. He
was demobilized at the end of the war on December 30, 1918.

Private David Carew, 18, joined the Regiment
on December 17, 1914. He landed with our
Regiment at SuvlaBay on the night of September
19-20, 1915. Less than three weeks later, on
October 7 , 1915, he was fatally shot in the head by
a Turkish sniper. The young combatant had served
with the Newfoundland Regiment fbr a total of 293
days prior to his death.

The story of the Carew's oldest son, sgt. william Carew, a Blue
Puttee, is one of great bravery and suff'ering. William f'ought in
Gallipoli with the Newfor"rndland Regiment. He was wounded in the
left side in a pre-battle raid at Beaumont-Hamel on June 28, 1916;
wounded again on october 9, lgrl; and then received a wound to
the head onApril 13,191 8, and had to be invalided back to St. John's.
Sgt. Carew was dernobilized on February 25, lgrg. He was never
able to work because of his war wolinds. Thankftilly, Sgt. Carew was
able to die with dignity and first class care at the Veterans' Pavilion
Hospital in St. John's in the company of his fellow comrades on July
22, 1964.

After David and John were killed in action, Carrie Carew wrote



several letters to the Regiment saying she was very upset at not
receiving any of- her sons' personal items. In 1920, she wrote again
inquiring about pensions. The Mil itary Pension Assistance Section,
Departrnent of Militia, subsequently turned down her request fbr a
pension because she had one son who was working. The rejection
came despite the fact that her" husband was Lurable to earn a living
because of a medic,al operation, the incapacity of another son fiom
war wounds, and the war deaths of two other sons.

Cctrew brother,s of St. Jolm is w,lto sen,ed with Regiruent WI,r'l'- 
Duvid" Itillictnt arul John

(Courtesv of' Rot'ul Cunoclion Legion-KeIIigrev,s, !,ilL

Young David C'arew was mentioned in Private lloward Morry's
diaries. (Thanks to Chris Morry fbr his permission to use his
grandfather's diaries, an archival treasure on the Morry Family
website):

My, little budd_v- [)ove"t, C'areu, v,a,s killed h), ct sttiper.
He.forgot aud stood up to straighten his gsack ttnd lost his
ldb b1, doing ,so. I{e v,as.jttst IB, snd only the night he./bre
he n,sked me if'he *tuk{ share his hlunket yv,ith me becau:;e
he ./blt lanel3,. { ,su1;1tose thut lseing older than him he



thought he was OK w,hen he was v,ith me. I missed hint a
lot. The next du),hi,t tw'o brother',s and I buried him under
a big osk tree....Fctur or'.five af the voLutg kids atwa_r-s htutg
arottnd me; I w,ns ten ar twelve )lears older than thent, and
use.d to knocking ctround, and they seemed to think I'd keep
them so/e. Poor little kicls" The7,v)ere Dove Carevt, Bill.,-
Short, Chan (lluchanan) F reehairn, and Harald Andrews.
Chart diecl oJ-some kind oJ-.fever on the Peninst la - only
lived one da1, c1/ter huvirtg heen taken out o/'the trenches.
(http : /lw eb " nc f. c a/fr3 0 7/hou,ard m orry. htm. Howarcl)

Private Morry of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment was
invalided to Wandsworth Hospital in England just after the Battle of
Beaumont-Hamel due to er variety of ailments related to trench
warfare, and he never saw active service again in WWl. He returned
home to Ferryland where he managed a lucrative family fishing
business. Motry has been described as a wonderful raconteur, a teller
of tall tales and a prodigious diarist.

Private Buchanan (Chan) Freebairn, who died at
Malta, was honoured in a Mernorial Book created
by St. Bonaventure's College for their former
students who paicl the "supreme sacrifice" in
W W l :

Rrtchanan Freebstrn, eldest sort oJ'Dr.
and Mrs. Freebair'n, Fenrylancl, \4)es e student
o.f the College./ivm l90l to 1909 "...He impressed all h1, his
v,inning di,sposition and refinernent oJ'monners u,hic:h made
him a model student and v,on .for himseU- a place in the
al/bctiotts rf-students and teachers alike. l,latm"alll,clever he
had little di//icttltl; irt winning a scholarship in lgAB.The
.fbllowing year he completetl his college course and lelt to
work in his -/ather',s a/Jice v,her"e he v,as giving proq/' q/'



becomi.ng a succes.sful businesstnan. He joined the First
NewJomdland Regiment and sailedJbr England with the first
Contingent. He wos un/brtunatel,v stricken down with
dysenteryt oJ'which he died at Malta on 23'd October, 1915...
(St. Bonaventure'Colleges Memorial Book - Compliments
of Father Stephen Boyd)

The King family of Newfoundland also had tour sons who fought
in WW1. Three of the boys served with the Canadian Expeditionary
Force, and a third son, Herbert, was with the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment.

William King, who served with the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles
and was manried to Elizabeth Lundrigan of Upper Island Cove,, was
kii led in action on October 26,1917. His body was never found and
his name appears on the Menin Gate Memorial in Belgium.

To the best of my knowledg., all four of the King boys were born
in Newfoundland. Their mother, Mary, moved to Prince Edward
Island after the loss of her husband.

Private Herb King was captured at the Battle of Monchy-le-Preux
on April 14, 7911 , after suffering a bayonet wound to his lower
stomach. He remained a German POW unti l his release in 1918.
Private King wrote a very powerful letter to his mother in 1916:

Somewhere in France,
September l2't', I9l6

Dear Mother.

I received vour welcome letter to-da1,, also the box, and
yolt can bet it w'AS a w'elcorne thing to get out here. Well
motlter dear you want me to tell yoLt some of the things I
atn seeing and [going] through; I v,ould tell ))on
evervthing, but i/'I do the censor w,ill take it out; so what
is the use of-wasting pencil and good paper? I had a letter

-/iom Art; he says he is not str.tck on England. He wottld
rather be ot,er here in the trenches, but v,hen he has ,seen
as much as I have, he me),not be so anxious to get here ,



and I have seen nothing compared to what John and Will
have seen, who have been here ,since tlte war has started...

Mother dear my mind is haff'on this letter and half'on
the German shells that areflying over our heads. I don t mind
the shells, but when they send over the gas it gets on mv
nerves. Ask Albert how- he would like to be trying to sleep in
a dttgout at night, v,hen a rat as large as a rabbit starts to
wolk over yoLtr. body. He v,ill sturt at your.feet, und when he
gets to your sltoulders and sees the badges, vou can hear hint
say to the rat going over the other chap next to vou: "Oh,
these.fellows are Newfoundland boys, let us beat it," and
away thev run. Then ))au get a chance to have a sleep.

Art said that thel) v)ere inspected by a general a -/bw
davs ago. The generctl said they were the/inest lot of men
he had ever seen. The 105't'has got to go some iJ'they are
better than the Ner+foundland hoys and fficers. You can
lead thern anywhere, but t-ou can't.fbrce them. The people
oJ'Newfoundland rnust be horuified at the loss o.f so man))
of her brave sons. Good old lVewfoundland, she is doing
her bit as w,ell as the best o.f them, dctn't you think so7 You
asked me d'vou cottld send sonte papers. Well, mother, iJ'
vou ccrn find a paper v;ith peace declared in it that will be
the most welcome one; hut b1, the look o.f'things I expect
the w-Ar will last another year. The Canadians are sending
over so mant' men that the1, ntttst be expecting it to last
sonle time yet. I am not wor"rying about my,sel./) mother it
is John and the rest oJ'them. There are.fbur oJ'us here now
and v,e nxav not see each other aguin. Dear ntother, do not
wort), too much; if I.f'all you will know I clid ru1t Sst|. yt
man can do an),more, but I trust Alrnighv God v,ill spare
tts to return to vou again. I remain vour loving soldier boy.
(Canadian Letters and Images Project - Dr. Stephen Davies)

On June 25,1918, Mary King wrote a letter to a Miss Knox,
whom I believe was the Red Cross Prisoner representative,
concerning the sending of parcels to her son, Herb, who was in a
German prisoner of war camp:



...1 am glad to hear that my poor bcty is getting his
parcels now and that he is well. I hacl a letter Ji"om htm last
w*€€k, and Miss Mamvell sent me his photo **hich he sent to
her to"/bru;ard to me; there i,s a big change in him, he loctkg
vet)) thin and so sad looking. Dear Miss Knox, will ),s1a
please intercede./or himwithtt,hoever is highest in authoriQ,
ancl try and get tny poor bov exchangecl or released in some
wav, that he may be able to come horne to me. You know
be.fore this that my dear Willie is dead since the 9tt' o_f April.
John and Arthur are still in Hospital in Hali/bx since
December and I am sick with trouble and worty, so please
try to get my poor Herhert horne to me as soon as possible
and Lghall be ever grateful to you... It seems thelt are alw,ays
moving him, whatever is the reason: this is the./ifth address
since he was taken prisoner Please fonuard his letter at once.

Eugene and Mary Taylor of 5 Maxse Street, St. John's had three
sons who laid down their lives in battle whiie serving with the
Newfoundland Regiment during WWI: George, Richard and Eugene
(Fred).

Lieutenant George Taylor joined the Regiment on September 2,
1914 and fought with the Newfoundlanders in Gallipoli. He was
kil led in action on July I, l9l6,atthe age af 22 years. The following
descriptive note was in his Regimental file:

Rats killed in trenches WWI (Courtesl, oJ'Rohert Ruggenburg)

"About 24, .fttir, clean shaven, meditnn size,./ive foot



seven or.five.foot eight, home St. John's, Newfoundlond,
t+,es e clerk in stores. At 9:I5 a.m. on July l',, 1916 at
Beaumont-Hamel the I" lrlew,foundland v,ent ov-€t-. Enernl,
about 350 yarcls olJ: l/ter attctck, Lt. Tavlor re.ported
missirtg. Ir'/ext morning Lt. Taylor s hrother, Private Taylor
o.f B Company, told tlte infbrmant tltat his brother had been
kille.d at the start of'the attack.

Private Richard Taylor and his brother, Private Eugene (Fred)
Taylor both lost their lives at the Battle of Monchy-le-Preux on April
14, ,  1917.

on November B, r9r7 , Newfoundland's Colonial Secretary
Richard Squires wrote a letter of condolence to Eugene Taylor
regarding the loss of his three brave sons:

Dear Sir,

ii i, 't itlt tltt' deepe,\t regret that I have tct intimate to ysy
:!t.ir d t'cpot't ltus been received .fiom the llew undland Pq,
and Records Of/ice, London, to the elJbct that those breve
men of the First lVev,fottndland Regiment who v;ere reported
missing on April l4't', l9I7 are now believed to have heen
killed in that,fateful action.

I./il\$,realize ull that thi,s means to v-ou. Your gallantson
George, one oJ'the bravest and mostfearless in the Regiment,
had already laid dotwt his life in defbnce of'the Empire, .vet
),ottr huo sons Richard and (Eugene) Frederick, did notJizlte4
but came forw*ard tt,ith quiet determination to carry; on the
work wltich their heroic brother had not been able to
complete.

Wile ow' hearts rnourn the loss o.f'our brat'est ancl ow"
best, yet one cannot but fbel proud that we have"fhrnilie,s that
are able to produce such noble nten, and that the quiet years
oJ'peace hat,e not stifled the sense oJ'honou4 the ,rpirit of
manhoocl or devotion to countm- tr-hich inspirecl our
ancestors. You as a.father, ancl l{ewformdland as a Colonv,
nxa), v;ell ./bel trtroud o.f the three splendid heroes u,ho
un,selfishly gave their lives in this ./ig/tt ctf'the oppressed



a guins t t h e rspp re,s,s rtr.
ln 1:oliv greut sot't'o\i, I desire to express to 1,1171 and to

vour.famil1,, s11 behalf'o/'the Goyegtment, ss v,ell. as .fbt'
m_r- s e lJ' p e r s onn I 1 1,, the n n s l s i nt: e re $; rnp g t h.v.

Let nre o,\xtre.vou thol the heart,s o/'the v,hole t:omrnunifit
go ottt lo y,ott nntl.wsut"s al this voLu" time r$'sorrou,. I dtm able
to ,s.vmpathize. v,ith vrm nll the tnore deepl1,, and.join ytith ),rnl
itt 7,11v, sotrt'o\+' the intimatel.t' , ltec'ttttse a nunther of'those
nearest anr{ cleures't to m.v ott,n lit'b ltave given their all ott the

Jield,r aJ'Frante anr{ Flanders.
Ma1, He v,hrL i,g the Lrtrd of the v,hole eorth, as \t,ell ils

the Great Ful l tet 'o.f-trs at l ,  give voLt, ut lhis t inte of '
bereavement, IIis c'omfrtrt und IIis {}eilce.

* * * { <

George Tunter, Deputy N{inister of Agriculture and N'lincs rvith
the Government of Nervfoundland, was the father of fi\'c solts u ho
served in His Majesty's Fighting Forces during WW I .

Alfred, Jack and George Turner fought rvith the Canacliarr
Expeditionary Force, while Frank and Donald Turner were with the
Royal Nei,vfoundland Regiment. Alfred rvas kil led in action on
September 5, 1916. The Tr-uners are mentioned in a ne\4/spaper article
in the papers of Captain Leo Murphy.

Mr. J. T. Morey. General Mining lnspector, of Boot l{arbour,
Halls Bay, was also the father of flve sons who served in the King's
Fighting Service during WW I .

The bravery of Nern foundland's fighting rlen didn't go unnoticed
England. and this was bome out in a London Time.s'arlicle on May
1 9 1 7 :

Praise for i\elvfoundlanders

There. is asmnl! communih; ver),remoteJi"om the vt,rtrld
hut the Island's lightins ffien in the British Arnry hat,e

in
1 ,



bluzed its nctme upon the intpt'r' i:huhle rec:ords o/-the
Empire !

British journalist Philip Gibbs was also very impressed with the
heroics of the Newfbundlanders, as reported in an article in the
British Dail\'l '{ev:,s in 1917:

Fought Like Heroes

lrlew'Jbundlqnd tfia1t have heen an unknov,n and
isolatecl island in the Atluntic tuv,o "vear",s ago: hut it is not
so no\+l, her i,golation has been dissipcted bv the heroisnt
at''her soldier sotts, w,hose valourous deeds have resounded
throughout the w-orld, und guined an enviecl place in the
ttrtrtul.s ol'Fttme.

C'aptain Stair Gil l ion, a WW1 veteran who wrote the history of
thc lt) ' i '  Brit ish Division. l iad this to say about the Newfoundlanders:
"Tlte.se nten .fi"ottr a.far land spent their blood like w,ater fbr their
tli.stctrtt kindred, their lor-e ol'Justice and the Pax-Brittannica."

t f'eel confident in stating there were a significant number of
native Newtbundlanclers i.vho died as "Boy Soldiers," but who are
unknown to us because they served with other non-Newfoundland
Fighting Services.

A totai of 3,296 Newfoundlanders served r,vith the Canadian
Expeditionary Force during WW l . One was Private John Cecil Pilot,
son of Edward and Barbara Cullen-Pilot, and grandson of the late
Cannon Pilot D.D" who had been Vice-Principal of Queen's College
in St. John's. Young Pilot was only 15 years of age when he joined
the Canadian Infantry (Quebec Regiment) in August of 1914. This
yotithfui combatant took part in several battles ancl was badly
n'ounded in April 1916. After recovering from his wonnds he went
back into the trenches and was killed in action on June 29.1917. Mr.
and Mrs. Pilot had three other sons - William. Edu'ard. and Robert
-wlio also served with t l ie King's F'ighting Senices in WWl. I don't
know their fate.
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Sickness Takes a Deadly Toll
- Their casualties hat,e been manv.fi"om hullels and sickness

Brigadier-General D. E. Caley

Dysentery enteric (disease of the intestines), jaundice and body lice
took a major toll on members of the Newfoundland Regiment at
Gallipoli.

By the middle of  October 1915 the Battal ion had l t ) : r  t rnc- ihir . i
of i ts strength through sickness. A signif icant r-rumbcr trithc :tr ldrcr:
who fought at Gallipoli, and returned home atter the war was o\er-,
suffered from life-long sickness originally contracted in 1915.

Dysentery ancl enteric spread with antazing rapidi4,
and pla.vecl havoc w,ith the forces. In Jiont af'the trenches
held by our men were the corpses of-hundreds o.f'enemv.
Clouds oJ'flies swarmed over these as the.\: decaysfl in the
sweltering heat of the doy.... The santeflies preyed on the

"food and drink, carry-ing disease and death in their trail.
Many o.f our tnen were invalided to hospitals, sonte goirtg
to England.(Cramm, The First Five Hundred)

The following "Boy Soldiers" lost their lives to sickness at Gallipoli:

Private George Clarke - son of .lohn and Lydia Clarke of Brigus,
Private Fred Ebsary - son of Nervman and Sarah Ebsary
of St. John's,
Private George Furey - son ol'Gcorge and Margaret Furey
of Harbour Main"



Private Walter Murphr. son of John and Alice Murphy
of St. John's,
Private John Mvrick - solt of Patrick and Marv Mvrick
of St. John's.

St. John's widow, E,llen Bewhey, felt that her
son, 18-year-old Private Edward Bewhey. who
lost his l i fe at Gall ipoll i  on November 30, 1915,
was truly a hero fighting for his country. On
January 23, 1920, she wrote Lt. Colonel Rendell:

Dear Sir:

Private John Myrick, a Blue Puttee, was 19
when he lost his life to diphtheria on December
10,1915, after he was evacuated from Gall ipoli.
This baker-turned-soidier son of Patrick and
Mary Myrick of St. John's was buried in Greece,
far away from home. The Colonial Secretary for
Newfoundland wrote a letter to the soldier's
father on December 1 6, 1 9 15:

Will you kindl"v accept m); sias.re thanks Jbr the very
beautifiil Memorial I received in connection with my dear
ho.t' wlto sere his li/b in the Great Wr. Altltough his loss to
me \Nas indee.d a very heav.v belott,, .t,et I.fbel that rnlt loss was
his Countryb gain, and this essurance helps to lessen our
sorr0w.

...Yottr gallant lad certainly did his best, ancl he was
amongst the Jirst w,ho so bravely re,sponded to the call of
King and Countr1,. He ha,s t{one his due nobl.v and bore
his part like a nratt, ond we are proud to have such brave



young Jbllow,s who so loyalb, responded to the call and
enlisted in the /ight.." Your boy never.flinched, and thouglt
he has nov' laid clou,n his earthly weapons, he w)ear,l
instead the soldiers crov,n oJ victory...and it will be, no
doubt, comfort to 1te74 to think he "did his bit"...

Private Frank "Ma\zo" Lind. \s",,. l i 'r i i t . i luntl 's unofficial war
colrespondent, spoke of overlooked brave deeds Regiment soldiers
carried out in Gallipoli in his May 19, 1916,letter to The Daily News:

Sergeanl (Gerald) Byrne w,as in charge oJ'a parb, of
tnen v,ho went out and took aver Caribou Hill (Gallipoli)
the night ofter it wcts taken b.v Captain Donnelbt snd ,orty.
Never a word have we seen in print about Gerald and his
men, a band oJ'as true heroes as ever did an,v-thing on the
Peninsula, but man)) things have been overlooked in the
excitement of'the ntornent, and onlv aJter it is all over and
we have time to sit dov;n and think, do the man-v brave
deeds per.formed by our hoys cotne to mind. (Lind. The
Letters o/'Mayo Lind)

Brigadier-General D. E. Caley, Commanding Off-rcer of the 8E"
Brigade, had high praise for the men of the Newfbundland Regiment
who served under him at Gallipoli:

...lt has heen tlte greatest honor and pleasure.for nte
to have these gallant .fellows in mt- brigade, yvho,se

traditions thelt have mo,st worthily upheld. Their "fellow-
countrvmen have everv reason to be proud of them on thetr
doings. Their c.asualties have heen ntany.fiom bullets and
sickness. (Cramm)

Gallipoli gave the soldiers of the Newfoundland Regiment their
first introduction to trench warfare, and the battalion won its first war
bravery decorations at Caribou Hill on the night of November 4-5,
1 9 1 5 .



Those recognized for bravery in the face of the enemy were:
Lieutenant James J. Donnelly of St. John's. who won the Military
Cross; Sergeant Walter Greene, Cape Broyle, and Private R.E.
F{ynes, Fogo, both of whorn won the Distinguished Conduct Medal
(D.C.M.). All three of these dedicated heroes lost their lives in later
battles. Lance Corporal Fred Snou' of'St. John's won a Mil itary
Medal for gallantry at Gallipoli. Private Williarn Gladney of Portugal
Cove won the D.C.M. fbr gallantry while serving in Gallipoli.

Sgt. Walter Greene, later to be promoted to lieutenant, was a
tnember of the Newfoundland Constabulary when he signed up for
the war effort. In 2006, I had the extreme honour, as chairman of the
Royal Newfoundland Regiment Advisory Council, and a retired
member of the Royal Nern'foundland Constabulary RNC), to kneel
i i t his srar csidc- in France. where he was kil led in action. Joining rne
\\ crr' thr.-c' othc-r rnernbers of the RNC who were also serving
members of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment.

Newfoundland lost 45 of its soldiers at Gall ipoli. They died,
n-rostly from gunshot wounds to the head, which were inflicted by
highly skilled Turkish snipers. Disease caused by the horrible
conditions at Gallipoli also took its toll. As well, a vicious November
stonn took the lives of some 200 Allied soldiers, and saw upwards
of 150 Newfoundland Regiment soldiers hospitaltzed fbr frostbite.

Gallitrtoli - roadless, yvaterles,g, brolien with gullies,
covered w,ith scrub: sandlt, loose and dilficult to walk on,'
miles o_/' sea coast - rough and steep; dominated at
intervals by three. hills, antl these entrenched; heaches
tangled with barbed wire. The men Jiom lVev;Jbundland,
night aJter night, dev qfter dry, shaken by Jiost at
midnight, w,eakened b7, disease, and broke hv pestilence.
Thus one.fleeting impres,siort of' the peninsula.(Captain Leo
M. Murphy, Newfoundland Regiment, The Rooms
Archives)

* * * *



The arvful effect of tr*nch-r,varfare on one boy solciier was
described by WW I poet;'soldier Siegfiied Sassoon:

Suicide in The "frenches

I know a simple soldier bot;
Who grinned at li/b in entpt,v.ja.v,
Slept sountlly through the lonesome durk,
And w*hi,stled enrll* t,-ith the lurk.
In wintet" trenches, co\+,e.d and glum,
With c:rumbs antl lice trnd luck of'nun,
He. put a hullet through his brain,
!r{o rsne spoke o.l'him aguin.
lbtt smug-Jhced crow,ds v,ith lcindling ej;e,
Who cheer v,hen soldier lads march b1,,
Sneak home uncl pt'uy ),ott' l l never knov,
The hell w,here ),outh and laughte.r go.

C-uribou f lil!, GslliS,tot'i vlt*:tz,: Reginte nl v,ort it,s.fir,st Wrl,'l Brot,er.v Au,ards



E u rl1, Ile gi ntenl l,N/ W I grtw e ( [N/ h i try, Alhum )
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Newfoundlanders Leave Gallipoli
- They have hecome our son,s a,g well.

Ttrkish Goventmetrt - Anzac Memoriul

Needing military strength to protect Serbia, Lord Kitchener ordered
the reluctant Sir Ian Hamilton to evacuate Suvla Bay on December
20,1915. This would be toliowed by a full evacuation fiom the
peninsula on January 9,191 6, marking the beginning of the end for
the Dardanelles Campaign. Both evacuations were finally completed
when the small Newfoundland Rear Guard under Lt. Owen Steele
boarded their landing vessel from Helles and headed for Mudros.

"The living dead" is a term often used by war historians when
referring to the physically and mentally wounded soldiers who came
home fiorn war. An example of such suffering, related to a returned
soldier who served in Gallipoli,, is the moving story of Private
Thomas Mouland of Bonavista which appeared in the The Lbterun
Magazine-June 1925:

What mutters now grieJ''s durkest duy?
The King has wiped those tears uway.

Thornas Moulancl, of' Bonavi,sta, late Private of'the
Roltal IlewJbundlancl Regiment (No. 448), has fought his
last battle, and nov' he is al peace. He passed Avte!, at the
age o.f' j5, ctn LIu.t' 29'k, leaving to mourn his los,s, hi,E
mother hi,s t't,ife, atttl child, and inntmerableJiiends.

His brave e-\untplu o.f bright heroism, in ffiiction,

€;q-fr
CJ
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brought lnzn"v tnournet"s to attend his passing, for he was
a general _/avourite, ever cheerful and resigned.

Private Mouland, ct member of the L.O.L. No.4, was a
"Bltte Puttee," and he crossed witlt tlteJirst.five hundred.
He served in Gallipoli and emergedfrom the cruel welter
oJ'the evacuation, on Januarl, l6't', with seventeen wounds,
living bttt blind.

St. Dunsterl's Training School for the Blind, founded
hy Sir A. Person, in London, next received him. All possible
wos done ./br him, but broken health.fbrbade recovery oJ'
sight, and so he came back to New,Jbundland, and reache.d
his honte in Bonavista, in May of 1921. Before leaving
Stobbb Camp (Scotland).for theJront, he met and becarne
engaged to Miss Jessie Walters... Mrs. Mouland's devotion
to lter ffiicted husband v)es e labour of love, which sen,ed
in a myriad o.f-w'u1,s to hrighten the dark days o.f his
declining lifb.... So pas,sed another soldier of'whom it may
be said as truly, that he gave his li/bJbr King snd CoLuttryt,
as though he had.fallen in Flanders' Field....

"Fare\4,ell! Brave Comrade! Thou hast borne thy part,
With./aith tmshrinking, nor witlt .faltering he.art. " - A.E.R.
(Bonavista, Jrne 5'h, 1925)

Newfoundland soldiers received their "Baptism of Fire" in
Gallipoli. The young and often times innocent "Boy Soldiers" were
quickly exposed to war and the hell that goes with it. They became
hardened in a f'ew short months, but Gallipoli could hardly prepare
them for what was to come in France and Belgium before war's end.

Before leaving "The Trail of the Caribou" in the Mediterranean,
there is, in my opinion, one more important matter which should be
accentuated,, and that is the need for people in this province, and all
of Canada, to remember our Regiment's great history and sacrifice
in Gallipoli. I know from many personal experiences over the years
that few people are aware that our Regiment served with distinction
in Gallipoli, as part of the 29th British Division.

Practically everyone knows of the infamous carnage that



occun'ed during the Battle of the Sornme - Beaumont Hamel on July
1,, 1916, but there are so many other irnportant WW1 battles where
our Regiment paid heavy personal losses, and also made considerable
contributions in the war effor1, Gallipoli being just one of them. The
Turkish government was very mindful of the great sacrifice given by
the mothers of those brave soldiers who fbught and died at Gallipoli,
putting the following verse on their memorial at Anzac Cove:

...You, the Mothers, u,lto sent vour sons _from .far
uway c:ottntrie,s wipe ow,ey.vour tears.
Your sons ere now living in otr basorn
And are in peace
AJter having lo,st their lives on this land
The1, have becorne our sons as well.

Turkis h Governnrent',s G {tl Lipoli Meruori crl
to the./itllen of'the Allied Forces f'f'WI



Ttp and Botlont picture,s of'Regiruent Bund entertnining
w,ounded and ,sick soldiers ot trYand,sv,orth Ho,spitul, Lottclon, England

(Th e Ro orns - Prov i nc iu I Arch iv'e.; t
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On the Road to Beaumont-Hamel
- Those who de,sired to live, v;ent out to death,
Dark underground their golden ),outh is lying

Abercomhie

Things were very busy back home in Newfoundland frorn late
November 19 1 5 and onward. The Newfoundland government
adopted a very aggressive recnritment strategy intended to address
future Regiment reinforcement and actual strength needs:
government and Patriotic Association officials were astounded at the
number of prospective new recruits offerin_q thernselr es to the
Regiment.

This enlistment boom was probably due to the very positive
feedback finally beginning to filter back from Gallipoli - good
operational reports and bravery awards highlights. Amongst the
candidates offering thernselves fbr enlistment were many under-aged
boys who were' as in the initial recruitment drive in August of 1914,
lying about their ages.

Meanwhiie, overseas, members of the I't Battalion Newfoundland
Regiment were getting their strength back from the ravages of Gallipoli,
and preparing for embarkation to France. During its two month stay in
Egypt the Regiment continued a very rigorous training and drilling
programs under the watchful eye of its commanding officer, Lt. Colonel
Hadow.

He was a strict disciplinarran who demanded a great deal from
his subordinates. His constant insistence on extremely long route
marches in the sweltering Mediterranean sun continr-red to grate on
his Newfoundland soldiers, until they actually booed him. There was



a dislikelguarded respect relationship betrn'een many of Hadow's
soldiers and the overl,v autocratic commanding officer.

Following the war', sorle survivors credited Hadorv with getting
the Regiment up to sctatch and battle-ready, albeit under very trying
and anxious circumstances. Newfoundlanders, long known for their
story telling ability thror"rgh song and verse created a ditty about
Hadow during WWI:

I'nt Hadow, ,rlme lucl-o,
Just ofJ'the stal/)
I command t he lt{et+,Jbundlan de rs,
And they know, it - not hof;
I'll rrtoke thent or hreuk them, I'll rnake the hlighters sv;eat,
For I'm Hado\l,, some lad-o,
I'll he General ,vet.
(N ichol s on. Th e F i gltt in g ltt ewfoun d I an d er.)

ln his diary, Private Howard Morry described an incident in
which Lt" Col" Hadow had the men marching around in full battle
order on a troop camier ship, soon to be bound fbr France from the
Mediterranean, causing them to get blisters on their feet. Morry said
the Regiment's doctor intervened and suggested to Hadow that the
marches stop immediately, and they did.

Regiment .soldier,s restirtg in Sc:otlancl circo I9 I 5
(Courtest, of the h,[orrv Familv)



Ow" Colonel v,as Hndow a son of a bitch w*ho',,+,as over
troops in Inclia ull his liJb. Thought comlnon soldiers \r,ere
clogs or something. Btfi we taught him di//brent. tr4/e had a
song about him"..We u,oulcl sing this on route murches,
when we got 'Marcl't €asy.' FIe sure hated aur guts, and
'twas mutual,'hut there yva,s not a thing he could do ahout
it. He gave us very long route marches over tlesert, ancl
we, heing vv-orn out from Gallipoli, yvere not able ta lcske
it. He \\,as vet]) LtlpoJlltltrr: the men did not like him like
other C.O.'s or General Cajtlej,, w,/to \No,\ ot{t' iclol.
(Howard L. Mony Diary. Mciruy Family)

On March 14, 1916, at I p.m. the l ' t  Newfbundland Reginrcnt
was on the rnove again, leaving Egypt for France's Western Front.
At approxirnately 7 a.m. on March 22. 1916, the Ner,vfbuncilanders
docked at Marseilles, France. The Regiment remained part of the
famous Brit ish 29ir ' Division which, in the spring of 1 9 16. w.as
preparing for a very significant engagement, the Battle of the
Somme.

From its aruival in Marseilles, until it reached the Front Line at
the Somme on June 15, 1916, the Regiment passed thr:ough the
French vil lages of Pont Remy, Buigny, Brucamps, Bonnevil le.
Louvencourt, Englebelmer, and Mailly-Maillet. While the Regiment
was in France its base depot was established in Rouen.

During late March, April and May of 1916, Lt. Col. I{adow
pushed his soldiers very hard, getting the I s' Neu'foundland
Regiment ready fbr the upcoming Battle of the Somme. There were
many long and physically demanding route marches, follolved by
gas and weapons lectures, numerous inspections, and personal
weapon maintenance.

On Easter Saturday, April22, 1916, the Regirnent moved into the
fir ing l ine just in f i 'ont of- the vil lage of Beaumont-l lamel. An
experienced, hardened and battle-savvy German regiment was a
couple of hundred yards fiom the British fiont-lines at Beaumont-
Hamel, making it a very dangerous place for all concemed.

For the nert tw'o months the Regiment would move betin'een the



front-lines and the resen'e at Englebelmer. Much tirne in the Reserve
was spent in dry-run-training for the "Big Push," which would soon
come at Beaumont-Hamel. and sadly bring with it disaster for our
Regiment.

Seventy-eight 'oBoy Soldiers" of our Regiment lost their lives
during 1916. Sixty-fwo were killed in action; eight died of wounds; and
eight died from sickness. Significant fighting took place at the French
vil lages of B eaumont-Hamel, Ypres, Gueudecourt, Lesboeufs.

The first "Boy Soldiers" to die in 1916, were:
Private Alphonsus Fitzpatrick, 18,, of Conche
who passed away from sickness on January 29
while serving with the 2"d Reserve Battalion in
Ayr, Scotland; and Private Patrick Holden, 19, of
St. Jolrn's, who died at Malta on January 29, as a
result of wounds previously received in Gallipoli.

There were a significant number of teenage
soldiers who died as a result of sickness while Private Holden

serving with the Newfoundland Regiment during WWl, both on
home soil and overseas. The most common diseases that took down
these youthful combatants were measles, meningitis and tuberculosis.
Did the desire to enlist as many soldiers as possible play a role in
accepting young men who normally would not have passed more
strict rnedical requirements? Or did other mitigating health
circumstances, that were the norrn at the time, become aggravated
by war conditions'?

* * * *

The archival files of the Colonial Secretary at The Rooms
Archives contain a letter dated June 22, 1918, which was written by
the grief stricken father of an l8-year-old "Boy Soldier" who had
recently died while home on leave.

Mr. John McGrath of Delby's cove, Trinity Bay, father of Private
William McGrath, Newfbundland Regiment, was extremely upset
with the doctors who had passed his son as being medically fit for
the Regiment, and for war duty.
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The father went on to tell how Wiiliam, a sickly boy, had been
suffering from consumption prior to enlistment. According to his
father, he had always been a sickly boy who had been given much
special care by his parents. Mr. McGrath said because of general poor
health and sickness his son fully expected to be found medically
unfit for service, but he still felt it was his duty to offer himself.

In early June of 1918, William was entitled to several days leave,
and he went home to Delby's Cove to see his father and mother
before he shipped out for Europe. Mr. McGrath stated that William
had only just arrived at home on June 9 when " he was taken verr- ill
to his hed. "

On his death bed, the boy advised his parents that beflore he left
St. John's he had told the doctor he was sick and had pain in his side.
William said the doctor never examined him and told an officer to
put him on duty.

Private William McGrath passed away at horne on June 11, 1916.
Mr. McGrath asked the Coloniai Secretary how it was this sickly boy
had been passed by doctors as being rnedically fit to serve. The father
believed those medically responsible for his son's health while in the
Regiment, shouid "hilve a penalty Jbr doing so." FIe said he himself
was not able to do any hard work anc{ " his bo1; was all the help he had. "

In closing, the grieving father wrote "l knou,that God w,ill jttdge the
Doctors accordtng to the,se deeds with a righteotts.iudgment. "

{ < * * *

Private Heber J. Miles, 18-year-old son of Dugald Miles of
Bonavista, died on March 16, 1 976, after being hospitalized in the
U.K. flor 146 days. This young student-turned-soldier had been
suffering from tubercular meningitis, originating from rheumatic
fever. He had been medically evacuated from Gallipoli in mid-
October  o f  1915.

Private Miles was given a full rnilitary burial at the Wandsworth
Hospital Cemetery in Erigland. One of those in attendance was Mr.
E.R. Morris, chairman of the Visiting Committee, Newfoundland
War Contingent Association, London, England, who subsequently



sent a letter to Newfbundland Govemor Dai icison. 
-fhe 

letter is dated
March 23, 1916:

Sir,

I -feel sure that y6y and others in liew,fbundland will
be very interested in gelting (itt accourtt of- the sad and
impressive ceremonv, at u,hic:h ,severul o"f'us, so closell;
interested in the brave men a..f'our oldest Colony, were
trtresent on Tuesdul, the 2l" instant w-hen w'e laid H.J. Miles
to rest in the plot of'grouncl at W'andsworth, that has been
purchased h)' the lleulbundland War Contingent
Associ{ttion. The Contingent wa,s represented by Lady
Morris, Sir Edgur Bow-ring, Mr. Fenn, myself and Sergeant
Bt'nnt't[ .lhottt ]0 rt-the men/i'om Broohland Convalescent
Honte vvere hrought to the Hospital in Mrs. Lock-King
motors. The Cctrtege w*cr,s then.formed nnd con,sisted q/' l6
nten of the Lctndon and Scottislr Regimenl, t+,ho led v,itlt
arnxs reversed, "fbllowed by, their Mottnted oflicer then tlte
colJin cot,ered vtith the (./nion Jack, in v;hich tri,ere luiclJbur
h e a wtifwl yr:re a th s ./io m th e N et+, fb un cl I a n d War C o nti n g e nt
Association, Sir Edgur Bowring, Comrades from the
Hospital ancl the Convalescent Home, Mrs. [,ocke*Ki.ng,
and a tribttte af'lilies.fi"om Lad1, Morris and myself .

lfter the co/Jin, .followed Sir Edw-ard Bowri.ng's cat'
with the mourners as aforesaid , then the three cars yt,i.llt
the men.fiom the Convalescent Home (w,here ))oLffig Miles
died), Mrs. Locke-King and two of'the llurses,.fbllov,ed by
a number of men./i'om the Wandsv,orth Hospital, unc{ lastlt,
the carriage with the Militarl; ('lronlain.

The Jirst part oJ'the servic:e \N'cts read in the Little
Chapel o./'the Cemetery,, then the cot'/in v)as borne to the
grave b1t B men ffutm the Londctn Scoltish.

The w,orcls o.f Comrnittal being sctid und the col/in
lovtered into the grave, the last po,st sounc{ed ond three
volleys .fired by the.firing Ttarty o/'the London Sc,otti.sh, ctncl
erms pre.senlec{.

Needless to say; there w'ere.fbv' dr.v eyes at thc /trrev'ell



to yourtg Miles,.for most o.f'us hacl got to know'him well in
Hospital unc{ he had endeared hirnself'to his nurses and
his visitingJriends by his ttncomplaining cheerfulness.

On May 7 , I916, Mrs. E. Locke-King of Brooklands, Weybridge,
England, wrote a very cornplimentary letter to Govefflor Davidson
in response to his praise of the British Red Cross Society. She also
spoke of Private Heber Miles, saying his life had been laid down,
not lost:

Dear Sir Walter.

I am exceedingly grateful to youJbr your letter o.f April
ll'h, which I receitted a.fbw day,s ago. No thanks are due
to Lts,.for all that v;e can do is less than our du$, to the men
who are upholding our honour and safegttarding our
homes.

In our own case, it is an unmixed joy to my husband
and me that our home shottld be suitable for a hospital
(Brooklands War Hospital) and that we should thus be able
to live in amongst the men uthom we are so proud.

The Newfoundland men are splendid. Though I now,
know- sotne of them so v;ell, I still marvel how they realized
the need o./'the Country- so quickly. The distctnce. befi+,een
the Old Colony and the Mother Cottntry is great and it
w*ould have been nattrral ha,d it taken some while for men
absorbed in interest of their otrtt lives to realize the
urgencv, but these tnen seetn to have sprung Jbrv'ard as
though they avtaited the call.

I kto** how much they,have stffired, but I am certsirt
that such sacrifice is not wasted, and that even.for y6vs77f
Miles, his liJb was laid down not lost. His death was bitter
grief to us. He was such a bonrt), brave boy, and I longed
so to send him healed bac:k to the mother he loved. His
chee(ulness ond patienc'e v)ere beautifLtl. I never heard
hint complain, save o/'the sore disappointment that he had
never actually been ahle to.fight The King'.s enemies.



They are indeed a lot o.f'ruen to be prouc{ o/; a straight
clean-hearted set.

I knov, they have not had all the recognition given to
some o.f'the overseas nren, but they have.fought w,ith und
been c:ounted as though they helonged to the Mother
Countr.v-, and perhaps the,v will be the better tnen afler the
war.for not hat,ing heen selected for prai,se beyond the rest
rt'tho,se w,ho ore ,terving so brctvel.v.

Sergeant Bennett, w,ha I believe i,s the son oJ'volu"
Colonial Minister", and Corporal Christopher arrived here

),estercla"r-: but i,s rtcst ctnll,the toyvnsmen ctncl more cultured
l{ev,fttundlctnder,\ we apprec'ictte so much. Some oJ'those
who have spent their lives at sea and linovv-n the rougher
side ure so courteous gentlemen as I w,ant to meet....

Nev,fbundland Regiment gravesite./br soldiers who died at
Wandsw,rtrth Hospital, England, WWI (Capt. G. trlthitty Album)

While researching the boys who died in 1 91 6 I came across a
situation that must have been heart-breaking for the parents involved.
Private George R. Curnew, 19 or possibly younger, was killed by
sniper on April 24, 1976, at Beaumont-Hamel.

George was a slight ( 1 10 pound) lumberman from Bay of lslands
(originally from Flower's Cove). His parents died when he and his
brother Charles were very young boys. The boys were adopted by



John and Sarah Legge of Curling when George was seven years of
age.

When a soldier died. the government, as policy dictated, lvould
forward an official Memorial Scroll and King's Message to the next
of kin. The Legges were sent both items lirllowing George's death.
A short while later John Legge received a letter frorn the Regiment's
chief of staff:

I have to infbrm.vou that the Memoricrl Scroll and the
Kingis Message w*hich t,ou receiy,ed.fr"orn this Department
some time ego, in respec't to No.l5B7 Curnev,, cleceased,
was fbrtvarded to rott itt error. lt .should have gone to his
brother Cltarles Curnew.

It is unclerstood that you are his Jbster-_ftrther, and that
Charles is hi.s nahtrctl brother. The regulution,s gtn,erning
the issue of these Scrolls rule that they, should be sent to
rtext oJ'kin of the man concerned, and as Charles ('urnen'

is thenext of kin of'this soldier, the Scroll.g have to he,sent
to him.

I shottld there.fbre be gra.teJLtl, tJ..1'-ou u'ill return it to
this Department at your earliest convenience. (The Rooms
Archives)

As a former Canadian Armed Forces soldier I understand military
regulations, but as a father of three I also understand the ernotional
side of this requirement flor his parents. Fred Robefis of Herrnitage
showed how important these memorial scroils were to parents when
he wrote Lt. Coionel Rendell of the depafiment of militia in February
of 1920, saying: "It is hardl-v' nece,\saty ./'ot' me to reminc{ von w,hut
such tokens (scrolls) tneon to a parent w,ho has lost his ortlt; ,sot7. '

* * * *

In May and June of 1916, the Newfoundland Regiment, as part
of the 88'h Brigade and the 29'h Division, worked hard preparing
themselves for the upcoming Battle of Beaumont-Hamel by



constantly practicing carefully planned attacks, and meticulously
studying topographical maps of the proposed battle-field.

Good reliable military intelligence is a must during war and, with
that in mind, there were eight pre-battle raids conducted by the 29'h
Division in the last week of June 1916. Two of the raids were
executed by the Newfoundland Regiment on the nights of June 26
and27 respectively. Besides the gathering of intelligence, the raiding
parties were expected to bring back prisoners for unit identification
and for interrogation purposes. The first Newfoundland raid was
unsuccessful and had to be aborted; the June 27th raid saw two
Germans taken prisoner and enemy casualties inflicted. The
Regimemt raiding party suffered: 4 killed in action; 2l wounded; 3
missing in action and2 taken prisoners of war. There were no "Boy
Soldier" deaths docurnented durins the raids.

* * * *

In April of 1916, Marmaduke winter of St. John's notified the
commanding officer of the Regirnent that Private Edward Winter's
mother was critically ill and dying and wished to see her son.
Govemor Davidson forwarded the request to Regiment authorities
in Britain. on April I 9, I 9 | 6, he was advised that at present all leave
was cancelled for members of the Newfoundland Regiment. Private
Winter was therefore not granted leave and his mother passed a way
a short tirne later. The Winter farnily of St. John's was a very well
respected family of means and with strong political ties, but not even
connected people could break through the military's wartime policy.

A young boy's heartfelt prayers for his father, who was fighting
in Europe in wwl, was the subject of a poern by Newfbundland
writer Charles W" Qr"rinton:



Dear Saviour gttard m1; ffsr\t1r,
'Cctuse heis all the u,orlcl to me,
Bnt his cornrades callecl him 'or-er there'
fo./ighr Jbr liberry,,
I onl,v got ruv Daddv, Lord,
M), Mctmmy, slte is tlead,'
Please - dont let them shoot ntt, l)oddv,
Send hint back to little Ted.

You know* I lie awake eaclt night,'
In clarkne.r.s - wrapt in pra1,sr,
'Cause I knov,mv Dudcll, thinks o.f'me,
When fighting 

'over there.'
I ./bel ayt,fitl lonely sometitnes,
And I try hard to.forget,
But the lo,gt kis,s Dadd1, glve me
Is burning my lips 1t91.

You know, I love mt, Dadd1,, Lord,
And if he ,shoulcl he dead,
The birds and bees and butterflies
Would w€€p tttith little kd.
And Gran'ntA too slteis lonel"r-,
'Cctuse I o.ft-times hear her moan:
"I w,ish the v,ar v;as ov-€tn,
And m1t f,lr\ing boY, sc,/b h'nte. "

I know, Lord, ,rr,ou'll protect him,
And from the hullets shield,
Cause Gran'n1o se.vs ),ott're. mercifhl,
You'll hear mv sud appeal"
You knov, he's iln onb, Daddl;,
And he lov,es tne, s0 he said,
Plea,se let tlte v'ur be lver,
And settd trtt' hock m1,- Ducl.



(Epitaph)
Came the dav - v,hen on the horizon,
Appeared the dsw,rt of'Peace,
The migltty cannon {'eesed to roar,
The noise of battle ceused.
Thou,gands ./rom these '"hktod washed.fields "
Tb their loved ones sped.
And one hero a/-hattle was gr"eeted
B), his little hoy sr71td "Ted."
(The V'bteran Magazine - May., 1931)

Doctors cud Arm1, fuIedits attending v,ounded soldiet"s ol temporarT,
Field Dressirtg Station, France circa I 9l 6.

(Courtesl,of'Robert Ruggenhurg - Heritage o./'The Great War)
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Massacre - The Battle of Beaumont-Flamel
- The Jioltt w*as like a butcher shop in hell...

.....Private Howard L. Monry

At approximately 2:00 a.m. on July l, 1916, the Newfoundland
Regiment reached the St. John's Road support trench. At 6:25 a.m.
on that fatal day an intense British artillery bombardment began
against the front-line enemy trenches. This bombardment began the
Battle of Beaumont-Hamel which forevermore would remain etched
in the psyche of Newfoundlanders and Labradorians. The
Newfoundlanders went over the top at approximately 9:15 a.m. and
walked into one of the darkest times in British military history,
forever known as a colossal disaster. Within a half hour it was all
over for our Regiment. The first day of the Battle of the Somme saw
more than 57,000 members of the British Expeditionary Force killed,
wounded or missing, making it the worst single day of casualties ever
experienced by the British Army in its long history.

Of the 790 officers and men of the Newfoundland Regirnent who
went over the top on July 1, 1916 there were only 68 who answered
the roll call on the following day.

Killed/Missing/Died of Wounds

Kil led in Action . ..12 Officers
Kil led in Action ...92 Men
Missing and Presumed Dead* .. . 139 Men
Died of Wounds. . . ..2 Officers
D iedo fWounds . . .  . . . . . . . 27Men
Total  Ki l led.. . . . . .  . . . . . .272 Al l  Ranks



Wounded
Wounded no Death .. ...1 1 Ofllccrs
Wor"rnded no Death . . . ..421 Men
Total  Wounded no Death . . . . . . . .438 Al l  Ranks

Total Casualties Julv I ' t . 1916 .........710 All Ranks
d J

*WW I military policy dictated that betore a soldier is officially
"Missing and Presurned Dead" thirty days must elapse from the date
"gone rnissing""

Colonel Nicholson wrote about the Battle of Beaumont Harnel
rn Th e F'i.qhtin g lV ew,fo undlan der :

One o/' the tragic ironies of the lr/sv;foundlunders'
purticiyscttion in the battle that was./'ought on the opening
day oJ'the Somme offbnsive wa,g that the task w,hich vtas
sudclenlv thrust Lpon the BB't' Brigade on that fateful dat-
was not the role./br which it had trained, nor could it be
t,i i ' i ' i t ' t l  ()rtt ()r ' t ' t 'ground made.fanti l iar by three weeks of
tt.>.:itltrrtur .\tud)' and c'crrefully-practised attacks. It was not
long be.fore all rank,s had u goctd working knowledge of'the
ground av*€r which their assattlt was planned. The brunt
oJ'these rehearsals fell on the |t{gv1;foundlanders and the
Es^se.x (Regiment)...

Captain Syd Frost, M.C., a highly successful banker by
profession and an extremely respected and decorated officer of the
Regiment - WW 1, was an eyewitness to the July 1 battle, and he
pulled no punches in a 1916 interview with the St. John's Evening
Telegram:

"They Marched Till They Dropped
- The Generals Must Be Blamed"

IIe su1,s the Generals in churge o.f'the baltle must be
blumed.fitr the huge Ias,s o/ li/b on a('coltnt of'their heing



'misinfbrmed 
or uninformed.'It w,us a terrible tragedt," It

wa,s har"d to thinli that thousands o.f'lives depencled on
Generals w,ho had no infbrmation bttt vtho.ittst hotrted./br
the best. 'The decisions oJ'the Corps (.omntander, the
Divisional Cornmander ancl et,en the Brigude Commender
hlere unwise. The1, were not made on infbnnatiott that had
been confirmed. The1, trere guessirtg. Our Battalion wes
w,iped ctut heftire rue got to our otrv,n./ront line. 

'(Captain

Syd Frost Scrap Book, RN R Museum)

Private Howard Mony wrote a compelling account of what he
observed at  the July  1,7916,  massacre of  the Newfoundland
Regiment during the Battle of Beaumont-I{amel, and its after-effect
on some of the "Boy Soldiers:"

It w,as a grand thing thgt rnothers couldn't see hou,
their sons died the way tltat thev did. Bot,! That w)a,\ {rtl
ary/ul site: the.front line v,as like a butc:her-shop in hell,
w,ith our u)oLtnded dragging thern,selves in and .fulling
dovt,tt in the trenches. All day long we u;ere w-att:hing
through glasses, and an.,- of aur c:haps ruoviup; .frorn
anywhere they \4lere l-ving, the Gerntans trr.loLtld ,shoot them.
The big piece,s oJ'tin on their backs that was meont to spcrre
life cost the lives of"many of our chups that dav"

Ahout 2 pm (July 2"'t) Martin Kent and I w,ere ,gent
ottt to headquarters to bring in a draft ,tf I3 men that
had just arrived. And w,hat a sight it tt,as Jbr these poor
devils of kids .fi'esh .from horne (lrlewfoundland). fVhen
we cante to the..first tlead b,ing arottnd and then the /ield
hospital, v,ith huttdrec{s lJ,ing uround, and the dot.tors
and the Red Cros.s jitl_1'.i w,ith their w,hite suits hloocl sll
over, some o.f the kid.s got sick, others began to sweat und
one kid turned antl ran ewa)t. W'e let him go (tnd never
reported him, etc't,1tt lo ,sa7, he was missing, he ccme
hack three da)'s uftenrard, and rvas e real good soldier.
Poor kid. (Prr i  atc Howard L. Morry Diary. Morrv
Fami ly)



On July I 1, I 916, Private William Wiseman, wrote his aunt in
St. John's about the horrors of the tragic engagement of July I :

Somewltere in FrAnce:

Just a v,ord to tell you I am O.K. Onl.1,- that I am in hospital
with a bullet w-ound in rny.fctrtt. That s nothing, Dear Aunt, I
canT tell you ntuch about the charge of Sanu"dal,, July 1". We
got over" the parapet about 9 in the morning. I with a few
others were going along until within a .fetu yards of the
German wire entanglements when bangs ,she goes. I lay.fbr
several hours in the grass, and u,hen the opportuni4t came I
managed to get hack to the trenches. It was brutal to see the
German,g hilling our woLntded when they were craw,ling back,
uttcl it lookecl so rotten that I did not care f'the1, killed myseff.
I have the Gennan bttllet as a souvenir, and I hope some da1,
to gel the savage Hun that.fired it. I will prcbab$, be some
time. in hospital, but don t \ryort), I am being well treated.

Our Regiment's dead at Beaumont-Hamel included fourteen sets
of brothers and four officers from the Ayre family of St. John's who
were all killed on July 1, I916. Thirty-nine "Boy Soldiers" also died
on that ten ible day.

Private Francis (Frank) Galgay of 235 Water
Street, St. John's, son of Frank and Mary (Murphy)
Galgay, and stepson of Minnie (Eagan) Galgay
(second marriage), was 19-years-old when he gave
up his life in the July 1, 1916. Battle of Beaumont-
Hamel. The blond, biue-eyed, slight (117 pound)
young combatant had also fought with his fellow
Newfoundlanders at Gallipoli in 1915.

The grief suffered by the Galgay family was further complicated
by the fact that Frank's body was never recovered. His name
appears on the Beaumont-Hamel Memorial, which honours the
Newfoundland servicemen with no known graves.

On November 23, 1916, Newfoundland's Colonial Secretary



wrote the following letter to Private Galgay's stepmother, Minnie
Galgay:

Dear Madam.

Frtr some time past the Imperial Gctt,ernntenl has heen
making e.nquirie,s in relation to those men of the Fir,st
|lewfbundland Regiment w,ho have been reytortecl missing
since the action o.f- l" Jul1,(1916). I vet), much regret to
,stctte, how-ever', that fiom the correspondence w,hic'lt hu,s
talcen place, a copy of v,hich I ertclose, it is evident tltat
none oJ- them are prisoners o.f w'ar in Germany, and
authctrities ere, there.f ore, reluctctntl.v- fbrced to the
conclt sion that qll these gallant tnen, w,hose names are
given in the enclosed list, and one o.f-w-hom \t,as t)et), dear"
to yott, tuere killed in that.fatefhl action on the I" o.f' Jul.t'.
I desire to e.xpress to 1,ott on behalJ'of'the Goy,ernment, cts
w*ell as -for myselJ, the sincerest sympathy in this tinte oJ'
,tot,row-. We fbel the lctss of'our loved ones, hut it t+'ill, no
doubt, be some consolation lo )iou to thinli that he, fbr
whom you tlow moLu"tt, v,il l inglv ensv'aretl tlte t'ull ol'Krng
and Countr-v, did hi,s part nobl,,-, und.fbll,./itcing the /oe, in
deJbnce of'the principles o/' Righteousne,ss, Truth, and
Liberh-. Though he has laid dov,n the eurthllt w,eapons o.f
war/are, he now,wears the Saldier's Crov,rt a.f'Victory, and
his name will he inscribed upon the Glot'iotts Roll of'
Honout", and he held inJiagrant memoLy* b.v all his.fellov,*
countrvmen. When the victor): is tvon, and Pectce again
reigns Ltpott the earth, it v,ill be comfbrting thought to 1;s7t
that in this glorious ucltievement he bore no small part. I
trust that t,ou nlo.t' ltuve the Grace and c'on,solcttion of'the
Great.father ofu,s ttll ut this time.

Witk sinc'ere .\)mpulln', helieve rne tn be,
Your obedient serrunr, Coloniol Secretorv

Private Frank Galgar's older brother, Nicholas Augustus (Gus)



Galgay, was a member of the famous "Bluc Puttees," and was one
of the first to answer the call when he enlisted in the Regiment at the
C.L.B. Armoury in St. John's on September 7. 1914.

Gus served with distinction at Gall ipoli and France and was
wounded at the battles of Beaumont-l lamel and Monchy. He
survived the Great War and was dernobilized at St. John's on Ausust
1 5, 1 919, with the rank of regimental sergeant-major.

Gus named one of his sons "Francis" after his father and his
brave young brother.

Both Frank and Gus Galgay were members of-the Catholic Cadet
Corps at Holy Cross prior to WW1" Frank Galgay, retired educator,
author,, and long-time St. John's city councilor, is the proud nephew
of Frank and Gus Galeav.

* * * *

The November 23, 19 1 6, letter the Colonial Secr etary wrote Mrs.
Galgay, advising her that Frank was actually ki l led on July l, l9l6
and was not a German prisoner of war, was prompted by the fact that
there had been a tremendous amount of desperate false hope in
Newfbundland fbr the rnany soldiers who were missing in action
atter the Battle of Beaumont-Harnel.

Ser,,eral parents of rnissing soldiers published letters in local
papers saying the missing might still be alive as prisoners of the
German A*ry. Newfoundland Governor Davidson referred to these
letters in correspondence he had with Major H.A. Tirnewell of the
Regiment's Records and Pay Office in London:

I have the honour to acktowledge receipt of'vour letter
oJ' l1't' Janusr]; ort the sublect o.f"the publication oJ-the list
oJ-Missing on Jul-v l" u,ho were o,//icialllt reported through
tlte Foreign OlJice u,s not prisoner,s of'v,ar and therefrtre
presumablyt l;;11u6 in ttctiort.

The correspondence arose h), reason qf' a sudden
emergenc.l;. A Mr. Snov, qf Pleasant Street publishe.d u
statement based on c'orresponclence n,ith a Soc:iety in
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Switzerland which implied that o rutmber oJ'the Missirtg
on July l" were Prisoners oJ'War in Gerntary,-. Mr. Snow
read a wrong construction in the information which he
receivecl; but hi,s letter to tlte Mail and Advocate was
calculated to raise hopes on insecure.t'bundation and to
disturb the minds qf maq; households which had gradually
bec:ome rec:onciled to the belief that their sons had heen
killed in action, althongh the positive prooJ' by
identification u,as still wanting.

It was o.f the first importance that this .feeling of hope
shoulcl be gently remctved Jiom the public mind; so I
applied through the olJicial channels .for authority to
tranquillize the public mind.

It v,ill be some satisjhction.for Mr. Snow - who refused
to discuss this matter personally with me - to learn by your
Tblegram...that his son l{o 685 Lance Corporal F.E. Snow
whofell on the I't July and who was posted as missing, has
received the posthumoLrs honour o/'the Military Medal./br
conspicuous gallantry on the day of his death.* (* Lance
Corporal Fred Snow won the Military Medal for his gallant
actions at Caribou Hill in Gallipoli on the night of
November 4 15, 1915. His body was never recovered.)

Field Marshal Douglas Haig, Comrnander-in-Chief of the British
Army on the Western Front, paid high tribute to the Newfoundlanders
who fought in the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel on July 1, 1916: The
heroisnt and devotiott to duty they displayed on that occasion has
never been surpassed.

Those members of the Regiment who were fortunate enough to
survive the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel felt a great sense of loss for
the many close friends and comrades who were casualties on that
fateful day.

Private Victor Careu,. fiorn Shores Cove, Cape Broyle, wrote to
his mother followin-e the battle: It is quite lonesome here now. All my



buddies and c'hun'ts are gone. I sttppose it will be mt,htrn next. I don t
much care. I am sutisfied to die./br my Kittg ttncl Countr.v.

Private Carew did indeed give up his lil 'e for his King and
Country on November 20, 1917, at the tsattle of Marcoing. France,
and his body was never recovered.

Major R. H. Tait, M.C. who fbught with our Regiment in WWl,
summed up his feelings on the Battle of Beaumont-Hamel in his
1933 book of verse entitled The Trail oJ'the Ca.ribou: The Roval
hlew'found land Regi.ment I 9 I 4- I 9 I B:

O B eaumo nt Hante M{ ew'foundlttnd !
l,lotu mude tv,in soil hy heavl,hand
Of'cctrnage on that sLtmmer tnorn.
The one the land where \t)e \+,ere horn.
The other holding in it.s keep
Last resting pluce qf'thase v,ho sleep
Forever 'neath 

its sacred sod,
Whose souls have wingecl their.flight to God,
Our gallant conrrar{e,s! It h)ils .\;e
Who wrote a page oJ'histor1,
For Tbrra l{ova on thut c}ay,,'
Your Sloryt shall ne'er pass etruy.
Mo), w-e v,ho dicl not pay vour price
Be worthy ofvour sacrifice.
Your deed,g won gksr?.t'br oLu' rctce
Wich time ttar tide can e'er efJac:e.
You did notJulter" 'gainst the foe
Wltose withertng.fire laid .r-ou low,.
Yon,stroy,e to live, vou dared to die
'lrleath Beaumont fIamelig blackened slq,.
Yctur comrades all filll tribute git,e
To vott r,vho died that we might liv,e.

* * * *

Many young Newfoundlanders were working in Canada when

Ma.for R.H. Tait



war broke out and they subsequently joined the Clanadian
Expeditionary Force (Army), and fought with Canadian regiments
and other military units during WWl. One such young man was
Private Joshua Thornas from the sor"rth side of Carbonear. In July of
1916, as the Battle of the Somme raged in France, he wrote his
mother back home in Newfoundland outlining his personal feelings
on war, its devastation and its effect on soldiers:

Dear Mother

-. i t tst  a. fbv,  l ine.s to let  ) ,on know I  ant,gt i l l  a l ive."" .  I
suppose you heard that I wns tuounded.for the sec:ond time,
but I am still w,ith rnl,good old regintent.... I u;ent through
it all ond I got utottndecl in the artn hut took no ttotit:e of it,
and the next daV I got it in the knee and still stttck with m.t:
regiment. They wanted me to go to hospital, but I rqfisecl
to gn, at thut time I w,ouldn't letn;e iJ'l hud hall m,r-se$'
hlo**n aiuev. I w,ill atw,ays relitse lo run-from u Gerrnan. It
w,as the heuviest ffighting] that w-es evet" knov,n rsn the
British Front...Words canl expre,ss w,hat it w.as like... I can
tell 1,ou it w,as av,fLtl, but we all stuck to it like mefi; hell is
all I can c'ull it, and i/'hell is an.vthing like. thut, I never
want to,gee it....lt is hard to see oneis chums getting killed
by ones side... I v,onT tell yolt (u1):tnore uhoul the lsattle
now, as it brings lectrs to nrv eyes to think about it. When
a person thinks on v,hat he. ha,s gone through, it make.s hint
.feel bad, especially ,/ he has seen tv;o men./all, one on
either sicle oJ-hinr.... I snyv, lots o/'that hut I fi€v-€t" took an.r:
notice o/-it then. I have puid some of-them ftn^ it fGenlans],
and I am living in hope q/'pa.l,ing more oJ'them 7,et, s{t.vou
can imagine v,hot tltis tt,ur is like. W'ords cannat express
it.... I alu,a.vs !ike to get letters"flnm home but it is hard I'or'
me to ensv)er hecuu,se I haveu't gol night or dsv to
mvself.." (Dnily rVar'.r. St. John's July 15, 1916)

* * t < *



Private George Graham Crosbie was I 7-years-old when he died
on July 3, 1916, from wounds received at the July I Battle of
Beaumont-Hamei. Years later, his nephew. Bill Crosbie, wrote of a
strange occuffence which happened on the evening of George's death
in France. The article appeared in the November 7,2009, edition of
The Shoreline News:

His mother MatT'Rehecca (Bnbe), /aa.far away in Bay
Roberts, lVewfbundland Jblt anxiotts Jbr her beloved son,
and on the nigltt oJ July 3"t, I9I6 heard a knock on the
back door. She quickll; rose frorn her hed, in a bedroom.far
awa)) at the back of'the two ,storels house, and hastenecl to
the door calling his name as she vtent, 'Graham, I'nt on
tny wav, I'tn coming!'When she got to the door, there w,as
no one there. She belie.ved to her d),irtg da,v that had she
gottert to the door" ,sooner, her son would not have died.

The article also mentioned the photograph of the handsome
young soldier which still hangs near the fireplace in the old Crosbie
family home in Bay Roberls. Mrs. Crosbie, on hearing of her son's
death, placed the picture there and charged that it never be removed.

Military historian David Facey-Crowther told of another
premonition that a member of the Regiment and his rnother had about
his death in a 1999 lecture he save to the Newfoundland Museum
group:

...Private Lester Barhour died as a result oJ'wounds
sustained on March I0'h during the Battle of
Passchendaele. Less than a week hqfore he died, both he
and his rnother hod a sintilar dream that lte was home, in
his khaki tnifornt but it was dirQ and he wanted to put ort
his civilian clothes. His rnatherJbund his good clothes and
put them rsn him. When he came dov,n the stairs lte saw
pe.ople all dressed up and the tables spread with flowers
and food. He thought it was .for a w,edding bttt discot'erecl
it was ./br hinr. He was so glad that he aw,oke. It w,as
probably a premonitiort ol'his wake.



Captain Leo C. Murphy, decorated WWI Royal Newfoundland
Regiment veteran, wrote about stiil another death related token which
occurred at the bedside of a dying young Newfoundland soldier in
hospital in France:

More recentlv v,e heerd o/'the mother e/'a young
soldier v,ho came to him in a hostrtital w,ard in I9 I 7 v;hen
he v,as calling Jbr her. The **omun sutldenly appeared
sitting in a chair by her sonis bedside a.fev,minutes before
he died. He opened his €),es and recognized her, and she
lefi a,g mlt,steriou.sly 6,, she cante. The nurse v,ho had been
in qttendance, stated that three oJ'the orderlies in the
hospital saw the \uotnan sitting in the chair. (The Veteran
Magazine, December I I 40)

These type of prernonitions, ancl "death related tokens," although
unexplainable, are well known to Newfoundlanders and are a strong
part of our folklore. A considerable number of our people believe in
these death related phenomena.

ln August of 1916, Walter Crosbie wrote to the Regiment
requesting infonnation about the gravesite of his son, Private George
Graham Crosbie. Sgt. H.C. Janes wrote back to Major Timewell in
response to the enquiry:

Sir :
Re: Graves of'Crosbie and Wheeler

I write to ask i/'t-ou v,ill kindb,in-fbnn the relatives rl'the
above ntentiorted solcliers, now cleceased, that the grove
site of their sons has heen put in splendid.forun during the
past J?trtnigkt, al,so that .flot+,ers and.foliage planted u,ill
,stand the colcl treuther, and hloom again next r,ear. There
has alsa lseert ploced on each of these graves a nice
urti.fic:ial rrreotlt o/' white roses v,ith un inscription



"Dernier Devoir," a token.fi 'om sonte French Society.
These are the only tvlo of our brave /bllov's v,ho had been
buriecl in this torv-tr, and m.v only regret is that it is not
possible.fbr me to visit the other tott,rt,s... The cerneterv in
vuhich the h+,o men in qwestion are buried is known b1t the
natne St. Seve.r Cemeterlt, Rouen, ontl up tct the present it
contct ins some 3004 Brit ish soldier,s, each of 'w,hom is
allotted a separate grave site. Also, there is a small
wooden cro,s,s at the head o.f'eac,h, bearing the soldiers
Regintental ltlo., Rank, Nante, ancl nonte of'hi,s Regiment.

Padre Nangle had earlier written to Newfoundland's prime
minister outlining the procedure followed by his Graves Registration
Unit:

Il'hetteyer one ofour graves w,as.fbund it w-as tidied, a
cross erected and iJ'possible trthotographed, copies oJ'these
photographs w,ill he sent to you.fot ),ortr cli,strihution to the
next-of-kin. When the bodies hat,e. been inte.rrecl in proper
militar'.v cemeteries nncl the IWGC (Interuutional War
Graves Commission) hectclstone erected they will be
photographed again.

In 1920, Walter Crosbie wrote a letter to the commanding officer
of the Regiment asking to have the wooden cross witlr plate, which
was used as a temporary grave maker, sent back to the family in Bay
Roberts.

A few weeks later, he received a reply advising hirn that the
Newfoundland government had made a recommendation to the
Imperial War Graves Commission in the U.K. that the temporary
metal plates on the wooden crosses be sent back to the next-of-kin
in Newfoundland, but no decision had yet been made.

On November 9, 1922, Padre Nangle advised Newfoundland
Prime Minister Richard Squires that the first shipment of 16 wooden
crosses had been shipped on August 14, 1922. by Furness-Withy
Shipping Lines. To the best of my knowledge, the procedure of
sending crosses home to next-of-kin was discontinued shorlly after
the initial shipment.
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From Beaumont-Hamel to Gueudecourt
- only the request of"a mother to see her c:hilr{ .. Britlgt': lr11o.\

Due to its severe losses at Beaumont-Hamel, the Regiment needed
tirne to recuperate, rebuild its personnel strength:, reorganize, and
train new prospective officers, sergeants, and corporals. As a result,,
the Regiment basically spent severai montirs in rest camps re-
constructing trenches and transportation rontes, and integrating the
new drafts of Newfoundlanders from the 2"d Rcserve Battalion in
Scotland. The Battle of The Somme would relentlessly rage on until
the third week in November,, 1916"

The Regirnent sufl'ered some loss of lif'e during the late summer
and early fall of 1916, both in France and in Belgium, with three
"Boy Soldiers" dying of wounds, and two killed in action.

The Newfoundlanders were diligently w'orking. along with other
Btr'Army Corps lJnits reconstructing fire-trenches in the Menin Road
area in Belgium, when the enemy unleashed a deadly gas attack:

It w,os on the.final night o.f this ,stint, August B't', that the
GermansJbllov,ed up a hea\,r- bombardment bv latmching a
gas attack against the Eight C'orps. The fficts o/ the cleadly
pho,sgene \vere heaviest in the Potijze area, v;here ull the
transport horse.s o/ the Ro.val Inniskilltng Fusiliers died the
next da.v. It w'as the.firsl time that the l,lewfbundlanders hud
been subjected to t'loud gas...The .fact that the. Battalion
/T\er,r'foundlancl) did not sustcrin a sirtgle casuslt.v in thi,s
attctck speaks wt'll .lbr the quali\, oJ'lke unti-gas fraining.
(Ni cho I s on. T I t t' f i g I t t i n g l{ ev;fbtut d I ander)



,  i r ,  I , j , r i : :  I  l i l : ' i . r t j 1 , i i l l t : i

A signif icant number of Newloundlancl r cterans who survived
the First World War would sufTer much pain and even early death
fiom the after-ef1-ects of beins sassed"

Just prior to the Battle of- Gueudecourt, the Newfoundlanders
enjoyed a three day rest and relaxation respite at Poperinghe, Belgium,
fiequenting the very popular cafd, La Poupee, afTectionately known to
servicemen as "The Broken Doll." The small cafe was renowned for
its aftemoon teas ancl delicious dinners. There was an old piano in the
cafe, and the Newfoundlanders would often strike up a sing-song to
ease the pain of war. The Regiment officers held a pre-battle fbrewell
dinner at "The Broken Doll" on the evening of October 7,,1916. After
much fun and tnen'iment the Newfoundlarrders ended the special
evening with the midnight singing of "Auld Lang Syne." Their hearts
were likely filled with rnixed emotions ofjoy, apprehension and sadness
because they knew what lay ahead at Gueudecourt. It was general
knowledge at the tirne that mernbers of the Newfoundland Regiment
hl.ilr u antc.cl fc-\ r--n{e fclr comradesrbuddies who had been massacred
. i t  [ ]caunront-Harnel  on . lu ly I  ,7916.

Ln Poupee Restaurant (Whittt; Album)



Revernd G.H. iVlaidment, Newfbundland Re*{iment Clhurch of
England Padre, u,ho spent foufieen months overseas rvith our troops
during WW1. lvrote of a place that gave much enjoyment, peace and
solitude to weary soldiers serving in Belgiurn:

We had come huck.fi'om the line in Paschendale to ,spend
'a rest'in Popenuugh (,sic- Poperinghe), about 20 klms /iont
the trenc'hes. Protuling utound this ktwn I saw,the sign 'Tslbot

House' over a.fine old house in the Rue de hospitttl. The
Reverend PB. Clol;ton vttus in chat'ge, emd a ver.v v,onderfLtl
person he v,n,s... I speedily nwr{e it the heatlEnrters qf'myt
New,/oundland and Harnstshire regtmental activities. The
tnstitutiort itseff' w'as culle.tl'Talhot Hou,se,' iu mentor".t' ri' tltc
son of'tlte BishoTt rt.Wnchester It con,gi,sted, as Lsaid, ol u
vvhole house in the principal ,street o/' Popenatrgh (sic) Ort the
grotmd-floo( \'v-as a canleen, and opposite lhis vr'as a kitchen.
A music room lav to the hac:k o./ the kitchen. At the. rear rf the
room \ua,\ a c:ctncert rootn, nnd garde.n,s...

Many soldiers, including those of our Regiment, utilized Taibot
House as a restirig place fiorn all the terrible aspects o{'war, and as
a haven to write letters to family mernbers back in Ner.vfcundland.
There was a chapel in the loft rvhere soldiers coulcl make peace with
their rninds and their God, a place l ikely visited by some of the "Boy
Soldiers" while they rested in Poperirrghe. The r,vartitne founder
of Talbot House, Padre Clayton, referred to it 'ds "a place w,here

/iiendship,s could be con,secrated, ond ,s(td hearts renev,'ed ond
cheered, a place oJ light und.jol,ond brotherhood and pettce""

Soltl i t, i ' .s rclux al Tulbot f ' louse - l9l7

{ t 'rnt t ' I t 's.\ '  r t l  Dries-Talbot I louse, Belgiunr)
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The next significant battle and loss of life for the
Newfoundlanders would come with the Battle of the Transloy
Ridges, October 7-20, 1916. The Newfoundland Regirnent arrived
back on the Somme at Gueudecourt on October 10, 1916. The
following day there were many casualties suffered by our Regiment
as a result of heavy enemy artillery shelling. On October 12, the
Regiment won much praise for its gallant advance, for inflicting
enemy casualties, and for its capture of enemy prisoners and
trenches. When the successful operation finished on the evening of
October 12, the Regirnent had paid a considerable price for its
achievements - 239 casualties, a figure that included thirteen "Boy
Soldiers" ki l led in action.

Significant gallantry awards were won by the Newfoundlanders
at Gueudecourt on October 12. And, despite sorrow for the many
casualties, there must have been a strong feeling of pride, and a sense
of retribution on behalf of their fallen comrades and friends at
Bcaurnont-Harnel. For the Newfoundlanders, the Battle of
GLrc'Lldc-coLlrt \\.as their last major engagement in the Battle of The
St)Irlnt-'. But they remained in the area of Gueudecourt and Lesboeufs
unt i l  they were rel ieved on December 9,1916.

* * * *

On November 2, 191 6, Mrs. Bridget Knox (Roost) wrote
Regirnent Paymaster Capt. Timewell requesting that her son Private
William Roost be permitted to come home on furlough as she was
not well:

Dear Si4

I sincerellt trust you will excuse me Jbr troubling ),ou but I
v;Ant to lcnow iJ'it u,auld be sct good as I use your influe.nce
itt getting my sotl William Roost # 76 o.f the I't
|Veu,futudland Regiment, sent across to England **ith the
l" 500 nten, w,lto has not had aJurlough stnce... I arn sorrv
to trouble you hnt m.v health oJ-late is not good and I woulcl
like to see him just ot'tce again. You v,ill ever hav,e rny
gratitude iJ Vou would jttst trTt and grant rny request. I.fbel



I am intrttding too much on your valtrable time but vou
knov, it i,s onl"v the recluest of'a mother to see her child.
Again thanking .vou irt antic:ipation.

I am earnesllv,
Bridget Knox.

Unfortunately, Mrs. Knox never saw her son again. Private
William Roost was killed in action on March 2, 1917 , at Sailly-
Sail l isel, France.

On December 8, 1916, Corporal Herbert Wills, 1B-year-old son
of Frederick and Mary Wills of Grand Falls, was killed in action near
Lesboeufs, France. This brave young soldier's body was never
recovered and his name appears on the Beaumont-Hamel Memorial
honouring those Newfoundland servicemen with no known graves.
On February 27, 1920, the Regiment's chief staff officer wrote
Private Wills' father a rather terse letter:

Dear Sir:

I am returning herewith Cemeterr- Register Form, as ),ou
omitted to ./ill in space (A). This space is intended.fbr ct
Personctl In,scription or Text not exceeding sixtlt-,six letters,
less the nwnber oJ'spaces hefiiteen the w,orc{s. I.f .vott desire
to have a.n inscription engraved on the stone, I should be glad
t/'yo, would.fill in same, and retttrn Form to this Department.

As yet we have rece.ir-ed no infbrntation c:oncerning the
burial place of.your'sctn, the late 2IB5 Cpl. H. Wills, but
should \ue be ittformed by the Imperial War Grat,es
Commission o.f an.t'tltirtg in thi,s cortnection, it ,shall be
immediately ./brv,ardecl on to ))oLt.

Every family, or the imrnediate designated next-of-kin, was sent
the Cemetery Register Form which perrnitted loved ones to choose
an appropriate text to bc placed on the soldier's headstone. if the



body and burial place had been found. The text had to fit the space
allotments as dictated by the Graves Comntission. This allowed some
sense of personal closure for the families of the fallen, but sadly that
personal touch could not be granted to the families of the hundreds
of soldiers with no known sraves.

Newtbundland poet C.W. Quinton's poem, Some Mother's Boy,
appeared in The Veteran Magazine in December 1930. There is a
strong possibility that Quinton, rvho was from Bonavista Bay, was
related to one, or both, of the two young Quintons, Private Albert
Quinton and Private Augustus Quinton, both from Bonavista Bay,
who died with our Regiment in WWl.

Some Mother's Bov

Tlte .surt i.; r' i.sirtg gloriously,
.lrtcl .sltirtes on a virgin.field,
O/".fruit and herbs agr"ot+ting,
Presents a gorge.olts scene:
From each side ty,-o artnies cotne,
Arruyed .for buttle strife,
And the peaceful morn seenls mocked and scorned,
It's man Jbr man and liJb Jbr lfe ....

And in u dugout-a d),ing youth,
In vears quite )2oLtng-and /aia
Surrounded b1t dead cornrades,
Is wrapped in silent pruyer,'
The blood is .flowing.from his breast,
Drawn by steel so cruel and cold,
And a,s he takes a last glance on tlte Jield o.f-death,
He hears his d1,i77g comrade,s groan.
The moon u)enes down upon hint,
A light that s pale and cold,
He looks up./itr a ntoment,
And smiles so brave-so hold:



And like all gallant soldiers,
He lies calmlv back and dies,
Wa.v ottt-in Jar off'Flanders,
.htst szme poor mother is bo.y-.

* * * *

In December of 1916, members of the Regiment in Europe
celebrated their third Christmas overseas as best as they could under
war conditions. They thoroughly enjoyed a rnuch lovecl and sought
after feed of flsh-and-brewis sent fiom Newfoundland, follor,ved by
a feast of Christmas turkey, organrzed by Padre Thomas Nangle.
Again, one can only irnagine the rnixed emotions that must have
filled the hearts of these soldiers of Terra Nova, especially "the kids,"
who were so lrar away from home and loved ones. In my mind's eye,
I can envisage one of the many "Boy Soldiers" trying to sleep. As
ire lies quietly in a tent on Christmas Eve,1916, his mind is deeply
troubled and his young heart is rnuch saddened by the death and
carnage he has witnessed. For a fleeting moment his hearl frlls with
joy as he thinks of his family back home in Newfoundland, but he is
quickly jolted back to reality by the sudden scream of another young
soldier whose nightmare tears at his very soul. Tragically, because
of what was to follow on the battlefields of France and Beleiurn in
1977 , this would be the last Christmas for many of these young
combatants.

R,\'1t ;oldiers receivittg Christmas Gilis
/ i 'otrr hnrue - I)ec. 1916 (G.W.l, :4.)



Privqte Michael White

Private Ger,trge Cros h ie



Wry*r,%'6,

1917: A Time of Loss and Triumph
Pardon me if'todoy, .t'il$illing ffi1; Elrsr,,

I mttst make r:ou crv-. . Caotain Padre Pirot. CF
t

The Newfoundland Regiment was behind the lines in France fbr most
of January, 1917 .\t was a tirne of reconstruction, and preparation for
the numerous significant battles that would follow: Le Translov,,
Sai I ly- Sai I I i sel, M onchy-Le- Preux, Yser Canal, Steenbeek. Broembec-k.
and Marcoing-Masnieres.

1917 would be a tough but rewarding year for the Nervfoundland
Regiment as our brave soldier-heroes "Fought the Goocl Fight." This
new battle-year rvould see approximately 95 "Boy Soldiers" losing
their lives.

Private Samuel Reid of Heart's Delight, Trinity Bay, son of
Solomon andAlvina Reid, was the first "Boy Soldier" to die in 1917.
He passerJ away in Rouen, France on .fanuary 5. frotn bronchial
pneumonia, after serving only 282 days in the Anlry. This 16-year-
old f isherman joined the Regiment on March 30, 1916. after
declaring he was 21 years of age. He joined the Regirnent in the field
just after the Battle of Gueudecourt on October 14, 1916.

Private Gordon Mullings was I 6 r,vhen ht; erilisted and I 8 when
he lost his life in battle in January 20, l9l7 and his body was never
found. On February 9,1917, his brother. Private J. F. Muli ings, who
was serving with the Canadiari Expeditionary Force in Europe, wrote
the War Office in London requesting details on the death of his
younger sibling. He wondered too if 'his parents in St. John's irad
been not i f ied af  Gordon's death. On February 13, 1917, Maior
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Timewell advised Private Mullings that his brother had indeed been
kil led on January 20, 1917, but he had no further details on the
circumstances of his death. Timewell further advised that a telegram
had been sent to the Newfoundland government in relation to the
parents being notif ied. In closing his letter, Major Timewell
suggested that Private Mullings write Padre Nangle for more details
on his brother's death.

There was a fitting write-up for Private Mullings in the St.
Bonaventure's Collese tribute to fallen heroes of the First World War:

His bu,s ines s c areer w, as o.f' s h ort duratictn, how ev eri .for
though not seventeen vears old, he nobly responded to his
Countrlt is cull qnd volttnteered in tlte First lr,lew/bundland
Regiment. Amongst the gallant young soldiers was his
school chum, Jack Oliphant. The hoy attachment ripened
under associations of barrack, camp, trench and battle...
They /bught ,side by side in France and were wotmded
about the sante tirne...Gordon made the supreme sacriJice
of his life.for lhe c:ause oJ'the Empire... Death makes true
Jriend,s all the dearer to each other. (St. Bonaventure's
WW I Memorial Tribute)

By.lanuary 19,1917,, the Regirnent was back in the front-line at
Le Transloy, France, and for the next month and a half there would
be small engagements with the enemy near Sailly-Saillisel and
Lesboeufs.

* * * *

Private Gordon Campbell Lewis of St. John's died at Sailly-
Saillisel, along with six other members of the Regiment, on January
28, l91l .

A steward by trade, Gordon was 16, but falsely declared his age
to be I 8 years and 5 months when he joined the Regiment on March
25,7916, as a regimental band drummer. Like many of the "Boy
Soldiers" who lied about their ages in order to enlist, he kept his
original month and day of birth so that he would quickly remember
it, if asked.



Private Ler,vis had stowed awav on the troop carrier S.S. Sicilian
as i t  lef t  St.  John's for thc L.K. r i i r l i  I  tu l l  cont ingent of
Newfoundland soldiers. On July 29. l9 i b, Governor Davidson sent
a note to the Regiment's paymaster: "For ))onr information - Lewis
is, I understand, a drummer w'ho cotttrived to get on board and has
been missing since the S.S. Sicilian le.ft St Johttis. This message is
dated "Iul-v 2B't' hut kas been r/ela1,e(J in transmission. " Captain G.
Carty replied with a short note from England "Al! w*ell. Leyvis with
LIS. "

Young Lewis had iris mind set on getting over to Europe u'ith the
Regirnent, and indeed his youthful ingenuity u'on oLrt in thc cnd. brit
unfortunately, enemy shells do not discriminate when it comes to thc-
age of combatants.

Privnte Gordon C. Lev,i.s, Regimentnl Bruul Drutruner; t:entre fi'ont t'urt'
(Th e Roo tis - P ro vi n cia! A rchives )

The Lewis family lost two boys to the war effort. Private Gordon
Lewis'older brother, Charles, lost his life while seruing in the Royal
Navy. In 1918, his ship Calgarian was torpedoed and sunk off the
coast of lreland by a Gerrnan submarine.(Giles Muir's Family
History Paper.)

On Apri| 4, 1921, Annie Lewis, mother of Gordon and Charles,
wrote Lt. Col. Rendell of the Reeiment askins for some financial



assistance, through the military separation allowance process, until
her husband got back from the seal hunt:

Dear Sir:

Just a v;ord to ask );su if I ma!, huve a.fbvt, dollars as I have
rrot had am; wages this month, my husbend being to the
ice-/ield,s. As .vou w,ill remember he is on engineer on the
,S..1. Terra l,{ova, and v,e lost both of our elde,st boys
through the war, Charlie and Gor"don. I have six small
children under l5 years tlf'age. You rnentionecl to me sotne
time ago that I might put in a claim, Mrs. Patterson came
to see me on the death qf my last boy. 51ru thought the
same, when I w,ent to see her she was ont o.f tot-n, however
I woulcl be very grate/ulJbr any as,gistance vou may let me
have at the present ttme.

This letter, yet again, depicts the tough plight families had back
home in Nervfoundland during wWl, mainly due to the loss of their
breadu'inner sons. It aiso shows the critical leadership role women
took on as they tried to raise and feed their farnilies during a very
challenging time in Newfoundland history; they cannot be
commended enough for their extraordinary efforts.

* * * *

Not all young Newfoundlanders were interested in going to war,
and this was highlighted in the February 17, 1917, edit ion of the
Tfu illin gat e Sun newspaper:

It is reported that a ,v-out"tg man, a native of St. Johnis,
yvho leJt here.for Nev, York in September oJ'last year hus
been arrested Jbr a breech oJ' neutraliry,. The man itt
qnestiort was at no time over-flow,tng in his love.for King
and Countr7,, and gave his reasolt .for leaving honte was
that he /bared conscription.



<2f '--)rn
Y:.bdffet" ,alirfeen

J

Monchy-le-Preux
- t4,et' is like soNne dreadful nightmcrre

thatwe cunnot shake off  . . . . . . . .RC Archhishon E.P. Roche.

On March 28, 1917, the Ner,vfoundland Regiment was given its
marching orders to move on to Arras. Upcoming battles for the
Newfoundlanders would inch-rde the critical Battle of Monchy-le-
Preux, and the famous Battle of Virny Ridee fbr the Canadians.

On April 11, l9l7, Private Will iam Harris, 17, a former
fisherman and son of Job and Sarah Harris of Brooklyn, Bonavista
Bay was kil led at Monchy-le-Preux, and his body was never
recovered.

The Harris family was distraught as the,v looked tor an:u c-r:
conceming the whereabouts of their youthful dead hero. [n June of
1917, Mary Harris wrote a letter to Mr. Squires, Colonial Secretary.
inquiring about her brother's remains. Three years later, in July of
I92A, the Rev. E. Nicholas of Brooklyn, B.B. wrote another letter on
behalf of Private Harris' widowed father. He said Mr. Harris
wondered if the respective authorities would erect a headstone for
his son in Brooklyn, next to his mother's grave. In July of 1920, Rev.
Nicholas received a replv from the Reeirnent's chief of staff:

It is noted tltat the /uther of this soldier de,sires in the
event o/-the bod.t'rtot being recovered, that a headstone be
erected in the t:enreterl, et Brookl.y,rt. It is regrettecl that thi,s
w,ish cannol ba ut'cecled to, as in cases v,here seurch,for



ntissirtg body i,s unsuc'ces,sfill, a mw"al tublet w,ill be placed
in the cemeter.v registry, on whic'h v'ill be inscribed
particulnrs regarding each memher v'ho.ge rerynains willnot
have been locntect. (The Rooms Archives)

This was one clf many cases involving efTorts on behalf of the
families of'dead soldiers, families who were desperately seeking
closure" Job Flarris wanted a suitable marker in the cemetery at
Brooklyn, which would be placed next to the mother who had borne
and raised this brave "Boy Soldier." It would serve as a fitting place for
Job to pay tribute to his deceased rvife and soldier son but, as it was,
military regulations prohibited this request from being canied out.

On April 12, 1917,, the Ner.vfoundland and Essex Regiments, as
part of the larger 29'h Division, were ordered to relieve the troops at
thc' Frc-t.tch i'illage of Monchy-1e-Preux, and to continue attacking
(jc-nniln positions in an eftbrt to push the enemy farther back from
the village. The Newfounclland and Essex Regiments were the same
units who sufTered so many casualties at the Battle of Beaumont-
Hamel on July 1, 1916, and here they were again, about to f ight
shoulder- to-shouider" at the critical Battle of Monchy-le-Preux.

While the Neu'foundland Regiment w,as preparing for the Battle
of Monchy-le-Preux there were young Newfoundlanders in the same
area fighting with other components of the British Expeditionary
Force. The following is an excerpt fiom a letter Padre Pirot, Chaplain
to the Forces (CF)', wrote to a Mrs. Myler in Newfoundland
concerning the death of her son, who died of gunshot wounds in
hospital on April 12, l9l7 . The letter is in Captain Leo Murphy's
papers at The Rooms Archives:

I have seen ntam, bo-r-s dying, anr{ I love them all
dearly,.for the1, Qre so bruve! WZtr i,s a terrible thing.for
mothers and sisters. Pardon me iJ'to dar-,.fitlfiUing m7, dut.v,
I must make vou ctry.



Rev. Father Pirot told how Private M. Myler, Canadian Infantry
- Quebec Regiment, service number 488728 died at # 2 Stationary
Canadian Hospital in France. There was no intorrnation on Private
Myler's parents, his home address in St. John's, or his age at the time
of his death. IJut, I believe. from the context of'the letter that he lvas
a "Boy Soldier" w,ho had rnore than likely lied about his age upon
enlistment. Padre Pirot went on to say he had seen Rosary beads on
Private Myler's bed, and he had put a scapular (a Iloman Cathoiic
religious pendant made of cloth) over the young soldier's neck.

At 5:30 a.m. on April 14. 1917, the somervhat weak Brit ish
artillery creeping-barage began as the Newfoundlanders starled their
advance towards German posit ions, iust outside the vil lage of
Mor-rchy-le-Preux. Because of its strategic posit ion and high
elevation, Monchy was an extremely important riclge, which allclwed
a strong advantage for the occupiers of this rnost fought after piece
of geography.

The British attack hacl sCIon run into faiiure, rnainly because of
not having sufficient troop strength to push the Germans back. The
enemy sunounded the Newfoundlanders and inflicted 460 casualties
on our Regiment: seven of,t icers and 159 other ranks kil ledidieci of
wounds; 163 men wounded; 153 men taken prisoner and 28 of them
would die of wounds. The Battle of Monchy was costly for the
Newfoundlanders. There was much grief and confusion fbr the
families and loved ones back in Newfoundlancl due to the many
prisoners taken by the Cermans at Monchy. There were 33 "Boy

Soldiers" killed in action or died of'r,vounds in the Battle of Monchy-
le-Preux.

Newfbundland's Roman Catholic Archbishop Roche wrote a
public letter on the effects of rvar in 1917:

We here in luev'foundland huve.felt the e.ffbrt,s o{w-nr....
The dread/hl reulit.t,of'w,ar has come to tao many.farnilies
throughout lltt, luttd" And thet"e are fbw' disu'icts in the



Lsland which are not mourning... ,!orl,s' lo,st ort the.field o J'
battle. The war is an absorbing topic, it is never absent
.from our thoughts. It is like some dreadfill nightmare that
\ue cannot shake off . Our pra.vers and desires are Jbr a
speedl; end oJ'the war .fbr an early, peace, bttt./br a peace
at the sante time, which w,i.ll render impossiltle another
such u,orlcl calomit.v a,s that which we are sulJbring tto\,v.
@ohey. R.C. Basilica Archdiocesan Archives)

The story of Private Joseph vaughan, son of Henry and Ellen
Vaughan of St. John's, demonstrates the kind of suffering our "Boy
Soldiers" experienced during the war. Joseph was one of four
Vaughan sons who joined the Regiment and fought in WWl.

Joseph, age 15, borrowed his older brother's clothing when he
went to enlist at the C.L.B. Armoury on Harvey Road. But even then
he looked so young that Capt. Montgomerie sent him home to his
parents for their written consent. on December 20, 1914, Joseph's
father, Henry, wrote Capt. Montgomerie:

Sir.'

Joe tells me that ltou want to get the. cortsent oJ-his parents
beJbre you accept him.fbr" the Regiment. He seems to want
to go, under those circumstances, tf ,-o, rtrd htm Jit, his
mother" and I will be willing to let him go.

After his initial training in Scotland with the 2"d Battalion, Private
Vaughan was posted to the Regiment. He landed in Gallipoli with
the Newfoundlanders on the late evening and early morning of
September 19120, 1915. He was admitted to hospital on January 1,
1916, suffering from frostbite and invalided to Wandsworlh Hospital
in England. After some 31/zmonths of convalescence he re-joined his
Regiment in Rouen, France. Shortly afterwards, he suffered from a
glandular infection and ended up back in hospital for two more
months. He re-joined the Regiment on June 20,1976,, some ten days
before the July1 Beaumont-Hamel massacre.



Private Joseph Vaughan became one of the numerous casualties
of July l, ending up back in hospital suflbring frorn gunshot wounds
in both his legs. After spending several months in hospital,, he was
sent on leave to the 2"d Battalion in Scotland. He re-joined our
Regiment on March 6, l9l7 . On April 14, I9ll , the brave young
Newfoundlander went shoulder-to-shoulder into battle with his
comrades, and was killed at Monchy-le-Preux.

On her "Separation Allowance Form" application, Mrs. Vaughan
stated her son, Joseph, was 17-years-old when he was killed. How
can we not have total admiration for this young soldier who joined
our Regiment sorne three years under the legal age and finally paid
the supreme sacrifice'? Before the lvar was over'. the Vau_qhans rvould
lose three of their fbur sons who served with the Reeiment: Francis"
Oscar and Joseph.

Private James M. Cron, "Boy Soldier," was l8 when he died at
Monchy-le-Preux on April 14, 1917. James, 5'4" tall and weighing
just 115 pounds, was the son of James and Emma Cron of Harbour
Grace. He j oined the Regiment on June 4, 1 9 1 5 , after falsely
declaring his age to be i 9 years.

On May 19, 1916, James was admitted to hospital in England
sufTering from German ineasles. On July 1, 1916, at age 17, he was
wounded in the hip at Beaumont-Hamel. Some nine months after
Private Cron joined the Regiment, his sister, Frances, shipped out for
Europe with the Wornen's Patriotic Association as a graduate nurse.

OscurFrank Joseplt Herbert



Frances wanted to be near her young brother and to care for injured
soldiers. She went on to serve on a British military hospital ship
which ran between France and South Hampton.

The regimental files at The Rooms Archives show a significant
trail of letters and regimental memoranda concerning the Cron
family's inquiries and bewilderment about the whereabouts of their
son's body and personal effects. Private Cron's mother, Emma, wrote
a letter to Lieutenant Hugh Anderson of the Regiment on July 1,
I9I7:

Wll vou kindly give me all the particulars oJ'Private
James M. Cronis death on April l4,h - No. 1585, that yott
can. Et,er,v little (sic') l.r .To much to nle, - his Mother He
was so t-oung and yet so brave like many another Mothers
bo.r-. Tis hard to knov, that v,hen war has ceased, and the
littlt, l-turtd ofherute,s come:i marching back that ones loved
()tta\ will ttctt sv'ell the rank,g. Do please./ind out if'you can,
vltere lte lies, how- he v,as vvottnded and if-an1, little thing
remains to remind us o.f him. Yours very sincerely,

Signed.' Emma Cron

On August 2, 1917 , Regiment Paymaster Major H. Timewell
replied to Mrs. Cron's letter:

Madam: 1585. tlte late Private J.M. Cron_

In repll; to 1;61p'letter of the I/6/17 to Liettt. Anderson; I
beg to tell vou that I have submitted the enquir1,,regarding
yoLtr son to the authorities in France, hoping that the1, mu))
he in a position to.furnish sonte particttlars regarding his
death. Owing to the great activity v,hic:h prevniled on the
Jront at the time )tour Son ./bll, it is feared that little
in/brntation will be .forthcoming, as, unfortttnatellt, .s'o
nxan"v were killed on that dav.

I am also asktng Captain Tom l{angle, Chaplin, ,/'h"
knows or can find out anv details.



All Privale Cron's personal elfects (some letters and
c'ords) w,hich reuched this Of/it'e were sent to
lVe.v.'fbundland on 6/7117, and ,ghould an); sy/1"r,s come to
hancl in lhe course of time, they will qlso be.fiinuarded.

A fr"rrther letter was sent to Mrs. Cron from the Records Office
in London. Dated August 16, 1917, the letter stated there was little
information fbrthcoming regarding her son's death. It also stated that
Padre Nangle could not assist her in any way in regards to new
information, other than to say that Private Cron was last seen entering
the village of Monchy on the day of the attack with the rest of the
Battalion, and no one could say what became of him after that. His
company commander remembered seeing the young soldier in the
trenches before the attack, but he could not recollect seeing him after
that. The letter concluded:

I greatll, regret that the. result o./-my enquiries hut'e
been so..fiuitless, but it is .fbared that, on the dcty vour sotl
died, many other gcllant lVswfbundland soldiers ./bll,
pnrticulurs o.f w,hose glorious cleath ma)) never corne to
light.

On August 3 I , l9I7 , James Cron replied, on behalf of his wife,
to Lt. H. Anderson, Regiment Records Department. Mr. Cron's letter
expressed the family's dissatisfbction with the information they had
received:

It does not seem vet)) clear to us (and v;e v,ould like to
be satis/ie.d on this question) u,hether our hovis hodv w,as

.fbund or not? And v)e reason it out thi,s wal;" Surely sotneone
must have recorded his death, for we were notified on the
publication o.f the casual\, lists after" the L{onchy uttack that
Ite v,as missing, and 24 hotu".s after notilied he v,a,g lcilled in
action. Someone must have seen some proo.f'lhat he wes
killed /br the uuthrtritie,s to tranqfbr his nante.fiom Missing
tct Killed in Action List.

We do uol tvanl to be troublesome but ).ou tnust knovv



it is only nutural.fltr u,s to tv-ish to hove our mind set at rest
on th is  po in t . . .

James Cron went on to tell of the soiled and worn picture-
postcard and letter which youllg Jarnes had received from his mother
and that had been fbrwarded to the family by the Regiment's London
office. The parents wanted to know r,vhether the items were taken
off his body or taken itom elsewhere. James concluded his letter,
seemingly crying out fbr more definitive information:

It woulcl be a salisfnction to us if vve could only "fird
out hovt he died / I.f his hoc$, w,us .found'l If'he got Christian
burial? You see he is ver.v dear to us. He v,as vety ))outrg
and w,e could at ledst har-e kept him back.for eighteen
months, had w-e tried, and so are apt to blante ourselves.

As the months went by, there was still no peace for the Cron
family, as can be seen in a letter James Clron sent to the Regiment on
Jar-ruary 7 , 1919:

Huve you hectrd anytlting else since Private James M.
Cron's (l{o.I58S) disuppearonce at the Battle of Monchv?
Il onlv a slight relic of him fi'orn either the base in France,
Bectuntont-Home.l or Monch.v cauld be got .fbr me, how
v€r1; grate.fill I w,ould be, iJ'not too ntuch bother. His sister
lVtu'se Cron (Mrs. ,Jatnes Bevericlge) ma1, he in to see )tou
from Sulonica. You tn(qv contnlunicate with her as ,she
expects to be in Harbotrr Grace s'hortlt,.

On November 13, 1 917 , Major Timewell sent a tnemorandum to
J.R. Bennett, Newfoundland's Minister of Militia, quoting a response
from Lt" Coi. Hadow resardins Private Cron's death:

jt{o. 24Bg J. Multon states that Prit,(tte Cron t4,as
w,ouncled on April I4 and thttt while making his w,ay back
2 shells pitched quite close to hirn and he disttppeared. I



do nol know' through v,hal channel his Ssapers v,ere

.fbrv"-arded...

On December 1l, 1917, Lt. Col l{adorv sent a note to the Records
Office regretting no further inforrnation cor"rld be obtained owing to
the large number of casnalties since Cron's death. Because of heavy
fighting going on at the time, he said it was irnpossible to say if Cr:on
had been buried.

On March 21, 1919, a sti l l  grieving James Cron wrote a long
letter to Minister of Militia Bennett on behalf of a nrnnber of citizens
who had asked for his help in trying to get monies owed to the
farnilies from the estate af "the bot,s who had heen killed " in WW1.

Private James (-ron tuul his .Eister', j\'ltrse l;runces ("ron (Beveridge)

circu 19t5. (t'rott t'snilt,photo r:ourtes.v o{ C'hris Butt)



Regiment soldiers take time otrt to eat - France circa 1916.
(Wittt'Albunt)



'€'fysru, 
,6or/er,,

Steenbeek/Broembeek/Marcoin g-Masnieres
- I am going to meet Leo, I hope he v,ill be there to vtelcome me...

, ... Michael Christopher (dying "fother)

Private Will iarn C. Coish of Ladle Cove, Fogo District, son of
William and Maud Coish, was 19-years-old when he died in battle
in Belgium on September 28, 1917, after only 331 days of service.
This young fisherman joined the Regiment on November 2,7916, at
St. John's.

The war caused much sadness and grief for the Coish family.
Some fourteen months before Will iam's death. his older brother
Harold, age 24 and also with ourr Regiment, was killed on July 1 at
Beaumont-Hamel, and his body was never recovered.

William joined up nearly three months to the day of Harold's
death, and one has to wonder did he join to avenge the death of his
older brother, or did he want to help finish the job of defeating the
Germans in Harold's honour? The answer is forever lost to a
graveyard in far off Belgium.

On November 6, 1916, only four days after William Coish joined

the Regiment at St. John's,, his father sent a telegram to the
Newfoundland Minister of Justice and Defence stating: Mv son
Private (William) Clvde Coish has volunteered. Mother qttite sick.
Son killed in France (Harold). Cb,fls my son onll; support. Secure
release.

Unfortunately, the father was unable to get his son released and
William subsequentl-v r.vent on to fight and die in Europe. In an April



13, 1918, letter to the acting Colonial Secretary of Newfoundland, a
grieving but very proud mother, Mrs. Maud Coish, wrote:

Dear Sir.

ht,such times as the,se, v,hen our countr.v, t,e,\, u,hen ev-et))
person in this Island horne of'our,s, is being a,slied to do all
that is in his or her pow-er to stund upJbr the cause o.f Right
and Justice, I think it an honour, though a vet)) severe loss,
to be ahle tcs ,scty I had sons u,ho \4)ere u,illing to give np
their lives in order to "Keep the old FlagJrying." When I
read o.f'others wha have given their all, Ifeel that I am not
alone. I have indeed given mv all, being the mother of two
sons, who have made the suprente sacrifice.fbr King and
Countryt. Although its such a heav1, blow,, I feet proud of
them and know that they v,ill never.fill dishonottred graves.
For my dear boy "Privctte Harold Coish," tilhose name
was added to the Roll o.f Honour, as missing on that
memorlble Jul1, 1", I I I6,, I have received a certificate and
rnernorial card .fi'om the Putriotic A,ssoc:iation. I hctd
another dear boy, tvho rnade the ,supreme sacrifice on
September 2B't', 1917 "Private Wllium C. Coish." I v,ould
like to know, if a c'ert|fic:ate is given.fbr each soldier, i.f so I
,should v€t? ntuch lilie to have one in ntemorv o.f'my other
dear bov as yt,ell... (Trinity Historical Society - Virtual
Exhibit, 2007)

on February 16, 1925, Lt. colonel Thomas Nangle wrote a
memorandum to Mqor F{owley of the Regiment requesting that he
notify the Coish family that the grave of Private William Coish had
been located, and that the soldier's rernains had been exhumed and
re-interred in Artillery Cemetery, just north of Ypres, Belgiurn:

Will y,or,t ctl,yo acquaint the next-of:kin that the removal
is much r"egretted but yvas unuvoidahle on at:count of'an
agreement v,ith the French and Belgium Governrnenls to



have all scattered graves rernoved to a suitable place for
pernxanent retention. You may give the next-o.f-kin evetry
a,tsutunce that the v,ork of're-burial has been carried out
carefully and reverently.

Private Patrick Farrell, who was 19 when he died of pleurisy on
October l, 191 7, was honoured in a memorial book created by St.
Bonaventure's Colleqe:

During the.first v,eek of Octoher we were apprised of
the sad death of Private Patrick Farrell w'ho was gazetted
in the casualty List of October 1'", as having succumbed to
an attack oJ'pleurisy wltich he contracted in the trenches
in Flanders. We. have no particulars o/'the part he took in
the Regiment aJier going to the Front , nor his last illness
at Wandsworth Hospital but fr"om his previotts record we
htow that he acted his part noblv and died os o true and
brat,e Catholic soldier should. The deceased w*a,s born in
Ferrvland and entered the College as a boarding student
in I9I3 ... On leaving College he took charge of the school
at Cape Broyle and accctrding to reports .from the
authorities oJ'that place gave general satisfaction and did
much to raise the tone and standard of the school....His
patriotism, hoyt,ever, overcatne his enthusiasm for
teaching... His lette.rs home were ntost descriptive and
intere.sting, and always showed a spirit of courage and
self-sacrtfir, typical of a noble character.... (St.
Bonaventure's Memorial Book, Father Stephen Boyd)

* * * *

Private George Brinston , 77 , of North Harbour, Placentia Bay
was killed in action on October 9, 1917 , during the fighting at
Broembeek, and his body was never recovered. The young
lumberman-turned-soldier was the son of Robert and Amelia
Brinston.

Brinston joined tire Regiment at St. John's on August 9, 1915,



and, up until his death, had served for two years and 62 days. The
"Boy Soldier" was in hospital on several occasions suftbring from
severe cases of influenza and bronchitis. On Decemb er 20, I 916, his
father wrote a letter to the Re-eiment asking for his 16-year-old son's
medical discharge:

Dear kind Sir:

We received your telegratn on the I5'h o/' Decentber and
were v€\v- sorry to hear o.f'our boy heing sick. Will y,ou
kindly please send Private George Brinston home as soon
as his health recovers enough, as he is too ),oltng Jbr the
sentice.

From a legal perspective, Private Brinston, at 16 years of age,
was too youtlg to be in the Regiment and to be fighting in Europe.
However, his parents'request was never acted upon and he would
give the supreme sacrifice some ten months after his father's letter.

{ < * * *

Corporal Leo Christopher of St. Joseph's,
Salmonier, St. Mary's Bay was only fifteen
when he joined the Regiment in St. John's on
August 23, 19 1 5. The fisherman-turned-soldier
son of Michael and Catherine Christopher
joined the Regiment without his parents'
permission. He lost his life in battle on October
9 , 1 9 1 7 .

Leo's oldest brother, Thomas, had earlier
enlisted in the Canadian E,xpeditionary Force.
He fought with the 44Ih Canadian lnfantry
during WWl and distinguished himself for his
leadership, fitness and fighting prowess in
France.

Leo Christopher



Catherine Christopher wrote Governor Davidson several times
in 1917 (March and June) in an eflbrt to obtain a six month furlough
for Leo, who was still too young to be in the rnilitary. She had earlier
tried, unsllccessfully, to get leave for her older scln, Thomas. She
wrote the following letter conceming Leo on March 25, 1917:

Your Excellencv.

I am presttming to turite you usking vou to us€. 7t11v1v
influence to ohtain leave.t'br my son Luttce. Corporul Leo
Christopher. He enlisted tttto _\,ears ago vtithout his.fitther is
perntission or ntine, hut as oLir coutltrlt pu"4ed him we did
not oppose his going.
He enli,sted on August 23'd, l9l5 ond has been nine
months on active service in Frauce. He vtill not be I B ))€ars
old till next llovemher and I think a ho.,- o.f'his age i.r
entitled to ct./i,trlough of at least ,Eix months. Ll'e hut'a
another son in the Canadian Regimett t .  Ht ' t t f 'o i \  t i i
France on active service./or the ltast nine monlhs ilnd vt,e
ar€ v-€t'l anxiotts to 5;et six rnonth.s ./ilrlough.for our br.t.t,
Leo....Trusting to ha,-e a Jovor"able reply "f i 'om .votu'
Excellencl'.

Corporal Christopher's niece, Mary (White) Valencic, said every
November I 1, like clock-work, her mother would tell stories about
Leo. One was about how he had sulked for two full days after his
parents refused to give him permission to join the Nervfor-urdland
Regirnent. A short time later he packed up and lefl for St. Johtt's to
enlist.

Mary's mother also described arriving home from school and
being met at the door by her own mother rn,ho told her of Leo's death.
When the young girl went to Leo's room she saw her father kneeling
on the floor, with iris arms outstretched over his dead son's bed and
crying uncontrollably.

On his death bed in 19 19, Leo's father, Michael, told his daughter
Madeline, who had iust arrived home from Halifax to be r,vith him,



that he had waited until she came, and he also said, "I atn going to
meet Leo. I hope he will be there to w,elconte tne. " The Christopher
family feels that Leo's father died of a broken heart over the loss of
his soldier son. Adding to the family's grief was the fact that their
"Boy Soldier's" body was never recovered.

Averse in a poem entitled "In Memoriem" that was written by
Lieutenant Ewart A. Macintosh (a British officer who had just lost
two soldiers in a raid on German trenches in wwl and was 24when
he lost his own life at Arras on November 21, l917) speaks of the
type of grief experienced by Michael Christopher on the day he was
told of his son's death:

So 1;ou were David's /itther
And he was your onlv son,
,4ncl the new-cut peats are rotting
And the worlc is left undone,
Because oJ'an old man w,eeping,
Just an old tnan in pain,
For David, his son Davicl,
Who will not come again.

It was her brothers going off to fight that inspired Madeline
Christopher to get involved in the war effort:

Enlisted with Canadian Expeditionary Force

In a Halifax paper o/'recent date the Jbllowing is
pttblis hecl: - Miss Madeline Christopher oJ' St. Ma.,], s Bay,
Newfoundland, now residing in Halifax rec-eived news that
her brother Thomas Christopher', v,ho enlisted in a
Wnnipeg Battalion, and went overseus in April of 1916,
has been wounded in action and is now in a hospital in
Franc:e. Another hrother, Leo Christopher, enlisted when
he yn-a,s but 15 t-ears o/' age and he too is in a French
hospital.... Since learning of her brothers'w,ounds, Miss



Christopher has decided tct train as a ntffse and hopes she
will be given the opporttutitv to go overseas.

Mary Valencic's mother said her brothers, Thomas and Leo,
joined the war effort for adventure. She described Leo as a typrcal
light-hearted youth who dearly loved to go on trouting trips with his
father.

As the author of this book, I wanted to visit the home of one of
these "Boy Soldiers," and stand on the same ground where they lived,
worked and played as children. Joe Dobbin, retired teacher and local
comlnunity historian, was kind enough to show me exactly where
Corporal Leo Christopher lived in St. Joseph's, Salmonier. It was a
beautiful sunny day when Joe took me on a tour of the land where
the old Christopher homestead had been located. Joe left me alone
with my thoughts for a short while on that sunny day in 2009; I stood
gazrng at the spectacular view and looking out at St. Mary's Bay
where Leo fished with his father as a young boy. It saddened rne that
Corporal Leo Christopher, a brave young Newfoundlander, was
never able to return home. I then imagined how terrible it must have
been for his family, especially his mother who had given birth to him,
that they would never again see his youthful face or be able to visit
his gravesite.

The commitrnent to fi eedom and service to one's country
certainly has been past down through the generations in the
Christopher clan, with three direct descendants of Privates Leo and
Thomas Christopher having served and/or are presently serving with
the Canadian Armed Forces. Several relatives have also seled in
Bosnia and Afghanistan. I salute all of the Christophers who have
truly taken the torch fiom their descendants, and have held it high.
Thank you so much, and God bless you for attempting to make the
world a better place in which to live.

The Battle of Cambrai, November 20-December 7 , 1917, is a
significant event in the annals of Newfoundland history because it



was following this battle that the King u.'ould honour our proud and
brave fighting Regiment by bestowin_{ on it the prefix "Royal."

It was u signal ntark of the Ro.t'ul,fttvortr in rec'ognition
oJ'the splendid perfbrmance o./'the men o"f' lVev,fbwtdluncl
in the Ypres and Carnbrai hattles. This was a unique
honctur, .for no ather regintent o/-the British Armv yvas to
have ,such a distinction au,arded trs it during the First
World War while.fighting was still in progres,s. Indeed, in
the whole historlt o.f British Arms, only two previous
instances are recorded of-the prefix " Ro.vul" having been
c:onJbryed while the notion v)as still at wor- one in the .vear
I  I65 . . . ,  and in I885.. .  (Nicholson. The Fight ing
Nex'fourtdlander)

Undoubtedly, the "Boy Soldiers" of our Regiment played a
significant role during the Battles of Cambrai and Ypres, and in the
winning of the prefix "Royal." Approximately 20 or tltore "Boy
Soldiers" lost their lives during the Battie of Carnbrai, and significant
others were wounded.

Private George B. Lacey of St. John's, who joined the Regiment
on March28, 1916. after declarir ig he rvas l9 when indeed he was
oniy l7,had his heroic actions in Belgium described in the London
Gazette on October 18. l9l7:

For Bravery in the Field:

In the gttack on the enenl), neat" Langemarc'k on the I6'h
August I917, vthen his c::on1pafiy yltst helt{ up in /ront o.f-a
road by rrfle.fire, this man with two others went aut on
their initiative, crossingfrom shell hole to shell hole, and

.finally getting in the rear o/'the. road, bombed rntt smull
dugottts containing two and tltree ftten each. They killecl
about I9 oJ the enemv and signalecl to their Contpany to
advance on completiou a/'this ect."



The other two soldiers accompanying Lacey were Corporal
Harry Raynes and Private John Peddle, all hailing from St. John's.
For their heroism Raynes won the Distinguished Conduct Medal and
the French Croir de Guerre while Peddle and Lacey were awarded
the Military Medal. Lacey and Peddle both lost their lives in
November of  1918.

On November 2A, 19 I 8, Private George Lacey was killed during
the Battle of Marcoing in France. He died before he had the
opportunity to officially receive his Military Medal for bravery at
Langermarck in 1917 .

Private Lacey was buried in the British Cernetery at Marcoing
where he is interred near Lieutenant Walter Greene of Cape Broyle,
a former officer of the Newfoundland Constabulary and
Distinguished Conduct Medal winner at Gallipoli, who was also
kil led on November 2A, 1918.

Lacey, son of Martin and Catherine Lacey, embarked for the
United Kingdom on July 7 , 1916, and had only been there for a few
weeks when his father suddenly passed away, leaving behind a wife
and seven children. Private Lacey himself became very sick from
dysentery and was admitted to hospital on January 19, 1 917 , for a
considerable convalescence period. He finally rejoined the Regiment
on June l ,  1917.

On March B, 1918, the Acting Minister of Mil i t ia for
Newfoundland wrote the following letter to Private Lacev's mother.
Catherine.

Dear Madam:-
Re. # 2344 Private G.B. Lacqt

The Military Medal so gallantly w,on b), the above named
soldier has now' cotne to hand and I shall be glad to knotv
your wishes with regard to having this medal presented. If
you woLtld like this medal sent to you by registered post,
your wishes will be complied w-ith, but I should prefer to
have the medal presented publicly hy His Excellency., the
Governo4 be.fbre the troop,s ot"t parade. If yott will agree



to that arrangement, Lshall be glad to hear'.fi'om yott et an
early date, and I con then let you knov, the place and date
on w-hich the presentation will take place. There will be
one or fw,o other medals presented at the san'te time....

On Marc h 12,1918 , Catherine Lacey responded:

Dear Sir:

I beg to acknowledge with many thanks vour letter of the
Bth instant re. The pre,sentation oJ"tlte Militan- Medal w-otr
by my dear son, Ge,orge. I shall be glad to compl.r* with
),our request that the presentation be made publicly by His
Excellency the Governor. I remain yours faithlulb,.. .

One can only imagine the pride and sorrow Catherine Lacey felt
as she received the Military Medal her son had earned in Belgium.
She surely would have gladly exchanged the medal to have her "Boy
Soldier" back in Newfoundland with her and the family. but fate
would not have it as such.

Private Chesley Bennett of Lewisporte, son of James and Alice
Bennett, was l7 when he lost his life on November 20,7977. the first
day of the Battle of Cambrai. At the time of his death, the young
soldier had only 260 days military service, and just nine days of
actual field experience. He joined the Regiment at St. John's on
March 6, 1917, when he falsely declared his age to be lB years/8
months.

On November 1 1, 1918,, Armistice Day, Private Bennett 's
anguished father penned the following letter to J.R. Bennett,
Newfoundland's Minister of Militia:

Will ysy kindly give nte the necessarv inforntation
regarding my son Private Chesley Bennett, Regimentol No.



3519. I received ct message June I B'h, I 9l B ,stoting he w'rts
killed someu,here in France. Thi,s doesn't seem to satisfv
us, as he was missing l,{ovember 1917.

Our neighhrsurs who have had their sons killed, have
received.fulll; alJicial ,statement,s re. The death, burial etc",
and hecause oJ' this, we are an.rious to ascerluin ull
particulars regarding him" Atraitiug vour reply

Private James Croucher of Point Verde, Placentia Bay, son of
Thomas and Mary (Railey) Croucher was I 9 when he lost his life on
Novemb er 20, I9l7 , during the Battie of Cambrai. At the time of his
deatlr he had serued one year and 203 days with the Regiment.

On December 19, 1 917 , following an inquiry made by Private
Croucher's father, Padre Nangle and other members of the Regiment
said that they had not been successful in identifying his burial site:
"exhoustive enquiries v)ere made, but net result \r(r,t practicull.t' ttil ...
On Noventber 20, 1917, there w'es much heavy.fightittg ut tltL'tirrtt'
and no one seetns to remember the incident oJ'Croucher'-s death. "

Nangle's letter went on to say that Lance Corporal J. Lyons,
while going forward, saw Private Croucher getting hit in the arm
while he was carrying a Lewis glln. Lyons pic,ked up the gun and
carried on and didn't see Croucher again. Padre }rtrangle said the line
where Private Croucher was shot r,vas in enemy hands and no reporl
had been forwarded advising that the young soldier's remains had
been recovered. Nangie concluded: "I atn sorry I cannot sa.v
anything nlore, and regret lhere is so little.for Privute Croucher's

.f'ather af'a comfbrting netltre. "

ln February of 1922. the Regiment finaily sent the family a
picture of the gravesite where Private Croucher was buried. More
than l ikely, the remains had been discovered by Padre Nangle's
Graves and Registration Unit while carrying out its post-war
responsibilities.

Despite Thomas Croucher's grief at losing his own child he spent
time helping other farnilies in thtl Placentia area obtain infbrmation



relating to their sons'deaths. On April 9. 1919, he wrote Lt. Warren
of the Regiment Records Office on behalf of John Donohue of Point
verde who was looking for pension monies owed to his family as a
result of the death of his I B-year-old son. Private William Donohue.

* * x < *

Private Wilson Benson, l7 years of age, was kil led in action
during the Battle of Cambrai, on Decernber 3, 1917. He was a young
longshoreman when he joined the Regiment just days before
Chrishnas on December 22, 1916. Wilson was the son ofNewman and
Sarah Benson of St. John's and like so many of the "Boy Soldiers," he
lied about his age when he enlisted. On March 20, 1918, the young
soldier's mother wrote a letter to Regiment Paymaster Major Timewell.
She was still clinging to hope her son might be alive:

I received a message to the elfect that he was passed
cts missitrg on December 3'.t, I917 and since that time I
haven't received any Jurther inJbnnation concerning his
wherettbouts. I am his mothe.r and anxiously waiting.for
some news concerning him. Wll you please do your hest
to trlt and locate him /br me.

* *  * *

Following the intensive fighting on the first day of the Battle of
Cambrai, Padre Nangle had a burial party scour the area for remains.
The bodies of those found were removed to the edge of Marcoing
Copse where they were interred in temporary graves.

The King honoured the Newfoundland Regiment with the prefix
"Royal" for their brave actions and fighting ten acity during the
Battles of Cambrai and Ypres but' generally speaking, 19I7 had
turned out to be a bleak year for the Allied troops of the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF). The BEF saw approximately 38,,000 of
its troops killed and wounded, and 6,000 soldiers captured.



The fighting ability and effort of the 88'r'Brigade, which included
the "29'h Division" and our Regiment, at Cambrai in 19ll was noted
by Brigadier-General Nelson: 1 don't care what happens to me now;
I have commanded the most wonder.fitl troops tn the world, who have

fought the hest.fiSht any man can see and live. I Jbel my career has
been crowned.

Norm Christie, Canadian military historian, summed up the
commendable actions of our Regiment during the Battle of Cambrai
in his book For King and Countr,v:

For the valiant Newfottndlanders the battle had been
a costly one. Since the battle opened on |t{oventber 20't'
until they withdrew on December 3'd the Battalion had lost
462 men, including n'tore than 100 killed. Bafi Jbr the
Nevtfoundland Regiment the defbnce of Masnieres v,as
their greatest military feat oJ'arms in the entire yvar. In
recogrtition of their actions the King honoured the
Nev,foundland Reginrent, b), authorizing tlte prertx
"Royal" to their title. In the entire First World War the
Nev,fuundlunclers v)ere the onl.v unit to be so honoured.

Due to intensive fighting during the Battle of Cambrai, which
resulted in a significant amount of casualties suffered by the
Newfoundlanders, our Regiment was withdrawn from the front-lines
for a much needed period of rest and re-building.

In early December, as the Newfoundlanders were being
transported to the rest camp by rail, German artillery shells bombed
the Regiment as it was in the process of changing trains. The sad part
of this incident was that 5,000 Christmas cards were destroyed and
lost. The cards were ones which Padre Nangle had ordered for the
soldiers to send home in hopes it would help alleviate some of the
worry and loneliness of farnily and friends.

Despite this setback. the Regiment spent a fairly happy Christmas
in the small French village of Fressin, which included a special
Christmas dinner, fbllou'ed by a regimental mess dinner. Captain
Patterson said: "lt \re.s tlte ltappiest Christmas spent on active service
and the last for maw v'htt sctt at the table. "



Regiment s Temporary lrield Hospital, Pleassnh,ille, St. John's I 91 4
(Th e Ro oms - P rott inc ial Arc h i v-e s )

Regimentis Training Grounds et Pleesunh.,ille, St. John's 1914
(The Ronru,y-Provinciql Archives )
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"Boy Soldiers" - Prisoners of Var
- New,fbundland POWs - one of the silences in our" histor1,.

Jessie Chisholm

There were 180 soldiers of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment who
were taken as prisoners of war (POWs) by the enemy during WWl.
One third of these prisoners were captured on a single day at the
Battle of Monchy-le-Preux onApril 14,7917. Of the 180 POWs, 38
died while in enemy hands:

A signiJicant number of I'{ewJbundland prisoners were
sent to "reprisal camps" established to retaliate against
Allied mistreatment of German POWs behind Frenc:h lines.
New'Jbundland POWs were not interned together; they
were mixed w*ith French, Belgium and Russian prisoners,
as was the German policy, and thus i,solated b1t cultural
and linguistic di.fJbrences. Frequently, POWs existed on
neer starvation rations, supplentented by parcels Jiom the
New;/oundland War Contingent Association and the
International Red Cross. The POWs were moved

.frequentlv.... With the exception o-f ofiicers, POWs were
expected to work long hours in -factories, mines, railroad
y ards, and o n .f'at'ms, .fre quen tly under har s h s up €t" v- is i on . . .
(This quote is from an eyewitness account given by Private
Whitfield Bannister, Port Rexton. It was presented by
Jessie Chishohn of The Rooms Archives Division in a
collaborative presentation using archival records of The
Rooms and the Trinity Historical Society Archives -

Public Histct't' urtd Private Memor,.



Chisholm, Arrangement and Description Archivist at
The Rooms, feels very strongly about the untold history of
Newfoundland POWs in WWl. She says:

"The private stories of these lr{ew,/bundland POWs
have heen missing .fr"u* the o/ficial histories oJ' the
Regiruent ancl are one of the silences in our histoty. ")

Corporal Titus Small of Lewisporte, lumberman-turned-Boy
Soldier, joined the Regiment on April 9, Lgl 5. He serued in Gallipoli
and was later taken prisoner on ApriI14, 1917, during the Battle of
Monchy-1e-Preux. Corporal Small would remain in German hands
unti l December of 1918. On March 26, 1919, he dictated the
following Prisoner of War statement to Captain R. H. Tait, Royal
Newfoundland Regiment Officer-in-Charge of Discharge Depot:

= l-1,99. Cpl. Titus Small - Lev,isporte.

Enlisted - April, Proceeded oversees - April 19I5

Plsce qnd date of Capture - Mctnchlt-ls-preux - April I4,h, I917

Circumstances oJ'Cupture - We vtere scattered ahout in ht;os and
threes in shell-holes and when the Gerntans broke through the Essex
(Regiment) on our left w,e wlere completely surrounded. I w,as slightly
wounded in the leg, and all ntv ammttnition vvas gone, so I was taken
prisoner.

Details of LW & treatment under capture - After being in Douai
(France) for fiuo days and Fort McDonald, (Llfie, France), I v,as sent
to ,,*ork hehind the German lines at Marquion.for about two months
where we were under our own shell Jire. We had a very bad tinte o/'
it there, long hours of hard v,ork and practically noJbod, and w,e had
no blankets or greatcoals (heavy British Army issue). We had to
drinkwaterlt soup ottt o.f'our steel helmets or tins, or anything of'that
kind that vve could pick up, and we had one slice o.f blaclc bread to
do us.for awhole da1,'.s ratiott. Then I shffied to Desnctin for about



./iru weeks road making tt,here conditions were a little better. Then
t4te tnoved to Anish.for ctbout a.fortnight w,orking ctt hnrve,st. Then u,e
\+'ere shifted back nearer to Monch.v Court.for sbout tw,a month,s
working on dumps and unloading truclcs. 1.t''ound out corporals v)ere
not strpposed to do this kind oJ'v,ork and so I refused to do anvtnare.
I was sent to the "c:linlr" ./b, seven da.vs and./bd rsn hreud und v,ater
but I did not have to do anv mare w,ork as long os I w,as u 1:r'isrnter.
I then went to Bouschesnes.fbr a v,,eek, a/ier v,hich I v,as shirted to
Friedericksville in Gerntan.v.for three months. Then I yvas shifted to
Parchim.fbr h,vo months and then to Springhurst ahont 50 kilonteter,s

.fiom Hamburg v,here I v,as kept Jbr the remainder o/'(unintelligible
words) as a prisoner in Germany. I got parcels fi"om the Red Ci"o,ss
and my letter,s .fiom horne /airl1, regttlarllt ev€U) week I w'cts in
Germany, and v,hen the parcels arrived, conditions were much hetter.
Abottt.fow"davs hefore the Armistice wa-s signed fw,o Austrolians {)nd
mysel.f esccrped .firtm Camp and got to Hamhurg wher€ \t'e met a
German girl w,ho had livec{ in England.fbr l5 years. She hid us in the
cellar oJ'her house until the dav the Armistice u,as signecl, v'hett slrc
came and told us, ancl lel us go out. The Revoltttiou \uas on in Htmtbut'g
and so nobod.v took any notice qf'us in the streets. Ltr/e u'ertt irtttt tt
restaurant a couple o;f da1;s aJterv,arrl.t v;here r1'c got itttrt (t

conversation with a German snilor". He told us thut lte v'us ottc of tltc
crew qf-a German bottleslip thatvlas sniling the next day, 1r, he hancled
over to England. We then persuaded him to smuggle us on board and
so v)e sailed witlt the Germanfleet, and la.nded at Orlme.v Islonds. On
arrival there, \rye \t)ere takert hy the English pilot r1f our ship to the
" Revenge ", the .flag ship r1/'the (British) .fleet, w*here wte ttere ,rent ttTt
beJbre Admiral Madden. We tokl htm our story, and he made us his
guests on board the "Revenge" -fbr the night and did eventhing in his
power to giv-e us a good time. He. supplied us with mone1,, underc'lothe,s
and cigars and sent us ttshore at Sc'apa Flo, and put tts on the lrlaval
train to Ripon. We arrivecl in London on Decemher 8't', 1918.

A note by Corporal Srnall. dated November 16" 1917 , mentions that
when he was a POW there were seven other Newfouncllanders in the
camp with him: three serseants, two corporals, and two privates.



Through my research, I discovered the names of eight "Boy
Soldiers" who became prisoners of war during WWI and died in
enemy hands: Privates Thomas Rodgers - April 17, 1917; Harold
Jacobs - April 19, 1 917 ; Cecil Knott - May 2, I917; George Goudie
- Nov 6, 1918; Frank Simms - Dec 3, l9I7;Prlate Llewlyn Hil l ier
- December 3, 1917; Martin Dwyer Dec 30, 1917; and Job Gilley -

May 22, 191 8.

Private Thomas Rodgers was a young butcher boy from St.
John's, son of Stephen and Anastasia Rodgers, who joined the
Regiment on Aprll28, 1916, at the age of 17. He went missing at
the Battle of Monchy on April 14, l9l7 , and was captured by the
Germans and died of wounds on that same day. Private Rodgers had
served in the Regiment for only 355 days. Private Rodgers'personal
items included: two pairs of Rosary beads, two prayer books and two
medals,, ali of which were sent back to his parents in St. John's. For
many of the Newfoundlanders, especially the "Boy Soldiers," strong
religious beliefs served as a guiding light as they went through "The
Valley of Death" during WW 1 .

Private Harold Jacobs, 17, was the youngest "Boy Soldier" of
the Regiment to die as a prisoner of war. This young fisherman from
Bay de Verde, son of David and Evelyn Jacobs, joined the Regiment
on March 8, 1916. He was 16-years-old, but declared he was 18.
Private Jacobs was wounded and captured at the Battle of Monchy
on April 14, 1917. He died in enemy hands five days later fiom
wounds received in battle.

Private Cecil Knott joined the Regirnent on June 16, 1916. The
18-year-old former sailor, son of Robert and Mary Knott of Burgeo,
went missing at the Battle of Monchy on April 14, 1917. He was
captured that same day and died in enemy hands five days later. He
was buried in Germany. In January of 1924, Robert and Mary Knott
received a letter from Lt. Colonel Thomas Nangle, Newfoundland's
Director of War Graves Registration and Enquiries and former war-
time Padre of the Regiment, saying their son's body had been
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exhutned at the Cemetery at Mulheirn and re-interred at South
Cologne .

Private Job Gilley of Stanleyville, Bonne Bay was another "Boy
Soldier" who died in enemy hands after being wounded and captured
on April 14, l9l7 , during the Battle of Monchy. Private Gilley was
the son of John and Eliza Gil lev of Gull \{arsh. Bonne Bay.This 17-
year-old former lumbernran joinc-d thc Rcsinrent at St. John's on
April 16, 7917, after declaring he was l8 years of age. The young
soldier was shot in the back at Monchy, and spent over five weeks in
a German prisoner of war hospital where he died on May 22, 1917,
of complications from previous wounds. On May 2, 1917, he had
written to the Regiment pay office in London, asking for clothing,
cigarettes and parcels of food.

On July 2, 1920, Private N. Caravan, a "returned soldier" of the
Regiment, wrote a letter to Newfoundland's Minister of Militia,
trying to get pension benefits tor Private Job Gilley's widowed
rnother, who was then at home with a ten-year-old child.

Private Frank Simms, son of Frank and Rose Simms, was a 17-
year-old farmer of Kimberly Farm, Burin, when he joined the
Regiment at St. John's on July 14, 1916. He was first reported as
"Missing in Action" on December 3,, 1917, while f ighting in the
Battle of Cambrai. He was officially listed as "Killed in Action" on
December 3, 1917.

Private Simms' sister wrote a letter dated June 20, 1920, asking
for a photograph of her brother's grave. Lt. Col. Nangle replied
advising her that her request was fbrwarded to the Imperial War
Graves Commission for necessary action, but the photograph might
be a long time coming"

On July 9,192A, Frank Simms, sti l l  not having closure, wrote a
letter to the Regiment looking for information on the nature of his
son's death. The Regiment advised it f'elt the Germans had passed
along false information to the British Army concerning Private
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Simms' burial site. There was no German fle ld dressing station at
Sergenvillers, Cambria as was stated bv the enemy, nor was there
any trace of the burial ground they had mentioned. Frank Simms was
told the matter had been referred to the War Office for investigation.
Private Simms'body was never found ancl the status to this very day
is "having no known grave." One has to ask - what happened to
Private Simms'body, and did the German's actually lie, and if so for
what reason? There were very strong rumours throughout British
Regiments who fought in WW I purporting that the Gerrnans were
utilizing bodies for other reasons. Apparentiy, there was an
investigation done afterthe war but nothing could be proven. An item
rn The Veteran Magazine mentioned that Padre Nangle had alluded
to the missing bodies'phenomenon, and it seemed he was not totally
convinced it was all rumour. I am still researching this matter.

* * * *

Private Llewlyn Hil l ier, son of Edmund and Martha Hil l ier of
Point aux Gaul, Lamaline, joined the Regiment in St. John's on
August 18, 1916. The young fisherrnan falsely declared he was 18-
t/z 

leers of age, when indeed he was just 16. This "Boy Soldier"
joined the Regiment in the field on July 9, 1917, and went missing
on December 3, 1917, during the Battle of Marcoing, after one year
and 161 days of total seruice. The Regiment and farnily paper trail I
fol lowed showed that Private Hil l ier had been shot in the back
on the day he was reported missing, and had been brought to
hospital by the Germans. On March 4, I918, his mother wrote to
Newfoundland's Minister of' Militia:

As my son Llewl"vn Hillier has been missing sinc-e
Decemher 3"t, I9I 7, I u,ish to inform yol,t I received postal

Jiom him on March 2nr. He i,r' rt prisoner of war in
Germanli. I am enclosing a postcard tf'.vou can.find his
whereabouls as I vvish to be ahle to write him and send him
sonxe needs. You w,ill plectse ohlige to return the postal
agoin to me. He has been wouncled. Plect,se repl"t,...
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The postcard Mrs. Hillier received must have been delayed
because her son had died in hospital January 25, 1918, from a
gunshot wollnd to the lungs. The family continued to search for more
information, hoping against hope he was still alive. On April 1 I ,
1918, Private Hillier's married sister from St. Lawrence wrote the
Minister of Militia asking if it would be possible to write her brother
and send him a parcel.

On April 15, 1918, a telegram was sent to Private Hil l ier's
brother, Edgar: Regret to inJbrm you that Records Office reports
today that # 3034, Private Llewlyn Hillier died in hospital at La
Cateau on Jonuary, 25. Reported by Geneva Red Cross on April 14,
19 I B. - signed by Acting Minister of Militia.

Edgar replied on April 17, 191B:

As my mother is notfeeling veryt w*€ll over the nev,s she
received ahout ru1t $rrrrPer 3034 Private Llev,lyn Hillier o/-
his death, when she v;as expecting good news ftom him
eve? y day. I thought I would write you a Jbw lines to know
if you could get aryt further news .front the Red Cross
concerning how he died. Was it.from wounds or disease?
You know it would be a consolation to everyone if'they
could hear some account of this Poor Boy's sulJbrings,
especially when in the hands of the enemy. Please oblige
by doing w*hat yoLt can.for an anxiotts Mother.

Edgar wrote again on May 2, l9l8:

I wish to htov; tJ'),ott received any.fltrther particulars
about my brother who died at Le Cateau in hospital on
January 25'h, I9lB. Lf you c.ouldfind out anything tnore

.fi'om the Geneva Recl Cro,ss cctncerning his death, I w,ould
like to know' if'he died.fi'orn v,ottnds or not. We received a
postcard from him saving he was wounded in the le.ft leg,
and m1t sister receivecl u c:arcl flom him but he clid not write
it himself: If we knev' v'ho w,rate it and he could w'rite a



.fbv, lines to tell me about him, how nice it w-oukl be. If'you
have any of his kit or anylJling belong to him, mother
w,ould like to get it in remembrance of him. Kindly let me

ifyo, can get utr.v nev,s that nruy comfort a Mother in her
hour oJ.n"ial and sadness.

The family was still looking for closure on February 10, 1919,
when Private Hillier's sister wrote the Minister of Militia asking if
he could possibly manage to get a snapshot of her brother's grave at
Le Cateau.

On May 26, 1919, the chief statT officer of the Regiment wrote
back confirming that Private Hillier was buried at Le Cateau. He said
the Graves Registration Units were in that area and if they located
the grave the information would be sent to her at the "first possible
moment."

Private Hillier's mother stated in her "Separation Allowance
Form," completed on March 27 , 1919, that her son was 1 7-years-old
when he was kiiled. The paper trail on Private Hillier ended without
disclosing the final outcome for the farnily.

* * * *

Another 'oBoy Soldier" listed as a prisoner of war was Private
Martin Dwyer of Beach Hill, Bell Island, son of Thomas and Bridget
Dwyer. This young 17-year-old miner-turned-soldier joined the
Regiment at St. John's on April 11, 1916. On April 14, 7917 , while
fighting in the Battle of Monchy, and after receiving a gunshot wound
to the knee, he was captured by the Germans. Private Dwyer would
stay in enemy hands until his untimely death from pulmonary
tuberculosis at a German prisoner exchange station at Aachen,
Gennany.

Shortly after being notified that Private Dwyer was "Missing in
Action" at Monchy, his father, Thomas, sent photographs of his son
to the Regiment in Europe, hoping the pictures could be used to find
him if he had been wounded and was in hospital.

On June 21, 1917, the young soldier's father was notif ied
through the German Red Cross that his son was a prisoner of war



and in hospital at Mulhiem, Germany, sr"rffering frorn gunshot
wounds. Private Dwyer would later die in enemy hands at the
prisoner exchangc station.

Following the war, Bridget Dwyer wrote the Newfoundland
government concerning pension funds she hoped she rvould be
entitled to because of the loss of her son, and because her hrisband
was sick and the funds were badly needed by her family.

On January 7, t924, Mrs. Dwyer received a letter from the
Regirnent advising her that Lt. Colonel Nangle, rvho would have
personally known Private Dr.vyer and his family from his days as a
Roman Catholic priest stationed at Bell Island prior to the war years,
had exhumed the body of her son and the remains were re-intened
in a cemetery at Cologne, Germany. Thomas Dwyer replied to Padre
Nangle: I am glad lhat you.found w-here Martin's body is huried...
w-hatever vou t'r-ish to ptlt on Martinis totnhstone, pleu,se put it on...

* 8 * *

The final "Boy Soldier" I have as a prisoner of- war is Lancc-
Corporal George Goudie,, son of Elias and Mary-Jane Gor"rdie of
Grand Falls. Bom in Botwood, he joined the Regiment on March g.

1976, at St. John's. F{e was captured at the Battle of Monchy on April
14, 1917, after receiving gunshot wounds to his right leg and a
shrapnel wound to his hip. He died on Nor,'ember 6. 1918. t l 'orrr
pneumonia and meningi t is,  and his rernains were bur icd in St.
Maftin's Cemetery in Switzerland.

OnAugustZ3,7917, The Reverend W. Dunn, Methodist Pastor at
Grand Falls, wrote Major Timewell in London on behalf of Lance-
Corporal Goudie's parents concerning a considerable amount of money
owed to the estate of the young soldier. Apparently, the cheque fiom
the Regiment had been i.vritten but it was never delivered or c.ashecl.
Pastor Dunn also mentioned that George had written his parents
pleading for a shaving-kit, a towel antd "sonte eats and smolces." He
enclosed $5 his mother was sending along for her son.

On November 5. 1924, Mary-Jane Goudie u,rote a letter to
Newfbundland's N'linister of Militia concemins the r.vooden cross put
on her son's grave:



I received the photograph in duplicate a.f mv son b
gr(Ne - the late George Goudie. Allotr) me to thank you. I
must admit however that I was very) much surprised to.find
that nothing better than a wooden cross marked the place
where he la.v.

Especially as it is nearly tyvo vears ago since I
received, Jrom the Director of Graves and Enquiries, a
paper v,hich I had to ./ill in. I yvas infonned then that
something more permanent than a w,ooden cross w,ould
mark the graves of British Soldiers.

I was asked to give the verse that I should like to have
on the ,stone, and the $)mbol at the top, if I objected to the
caribou head, which they intended. May I ask iJ"this is all
that is being done. You understand the interest a mother
has in the grave of her boy.

From the many letters Regiment Paymaster Major Timewell
wrote to the families of dead and missing families, I truly feel he was
a very caring person who felt the pain of the survivors. The situation
r,vas difficult for Timewell, as well as for people like Padre Thomas
Nangle who, as Director of War Graves, Registration and Enquiries,
received enquiries throughout the war years, and for seven years
atterwards, as he and his teams arduously searched for, and exhumed
many graves from Gallipoli to Belgium. Nangle wrote
Newfoundland Governor Davidson concerning letters he received
following the July 1,, 1916, Battle of Beaumont-Hamel:

Your Excellenc.v,

Having received over tw,o hunclred letters of'enquir,r-.from
the relatives and.fi"iends oJ'our gallant lads w,ho died on
the I't of Jt,tl.1,-, it is intpossible for me to answer all, so I
thought it better to advise you o.f the graves I./bund....

Padre Nangle went on to describe the gravesites in and around



Beaumont-Hamel. One can imagine if there were over 200 letters
sent to the Regiment after July 1, there must have been many
hundreds rnore up until 1925 when Padre Nangle and his team
finished their work of registration, enquiry and commemoration.

Bodies of those killed in WW1 were still being found almost two
decades after the end of the war, as can be seen in this articie from
the July 1934 edition of The Veteran Magazine, referring to the
Imperiai War Graves Commission (now named the Commonwealth
War Graves Commission) :

- We Are Still Burying Our Dead -

We are ,still btul,ing our dead - dead oJ.the Great War.
Last )iear (1933) no fewer than 872 hodies of British
,soldiers vlere .found on the battle.fields qf France and
Flanders, and were buried b), the Imperial War Graves
Commission ....

Over 600 vvere cliscoverecl in tlte Somme area. It is lB
year,\ since the "great push " started there on one. Jul.1t day
in 1916" It makes one thinlr.

For years to c'onte the Commission will go ot1
recovering bodies and burying thern. But its burial work
is novt, only one oJ'its secondary activitie.s. Its main work
today is tending graves of wltich headstones are
me.llowirtg.

British Padre prLt.\'ins ttt't,t'desd saldiers in /ields o.f'Fronce, c'irca 1916
(Courtest' ol Iil th Rttgqenberg ̂- The Greut W'ar Heritage)



Earlj, grcn'e,\ite of'Private R. {-ittle
(Whi14, Alhum)



Wgtfr t*frru

"Boy Soldier" Sentenced to Death by Firing Squad
- I call thi.s War outrageous murder.from the heginning.
M.v poor c:hild's blood tnone.v........Deserter s ll,{other

To say I was sr-rrprised when I found infonnation on a "Boy Soldier"
of our Regiment r,vho was sentenc.ed to death by firing squad would
be an understatement. It was not because I hadn't heard of the
hundreds of incidents during WWl where soldiers of all ages were
shot for breaches of wartime military law. It r,vas because it vr,'as a
Newfoundland "Boy Soldier" who had suffered from "operational
fatigueipost-traumatic stress," or "shell-shock," as it was then called.
This yoLrng farmer-tumed-soldier joined the Regiment n'hen was he
was only 16-years-old. He was posted to the Regiment in France and
saw the effects of the tragic massacre at the Battle of Beaumont-
Hamel on July l, 1916, where so lnany Newfoundlanders were killed
and wounded.

It was strict disciplinarian Lt. Colonel l{adoq then commanding
officer of the Regirnent who, under the court rnartial general process,
sentenced the boy to death for deserting the trenches while under
shell fire. The penalty imposed by Hado\ / was death by firing squad.
This lethal sentence was later commuted by brigade level court
martial to ten years in prison. which was to be fiuther reviewed in
late I 917 . The very sad part of this "Boy Soldier" story is that the
young combatant wzrs sent back into the trenches, apparentiy still
suffering fiorn shell-shock. He was killed in battle just twenty-two
days before his court rnartial was to re-convene to review his ten year
prison sentence.
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Letters sent to the Ncwfoundland Department of Militia and the
Regiment by the mother of the deceased young soldier were gripping
and heart-wrenching. Her son had never learned to write and this
added to his mother's frustration during his terrible ordeal. Shortly
after his conviction fbr deserlion, his mother wrote a letter to Major
Timewell of the Regiment pleading with him to send her boy home
on leave:

For God's sake, if not.for mine... I hear"d he was sick...
I am a poor woman but I don T core whctt it costs as ktng
as I can hear a word.fi'om my paor bo1t. He is onl-1,- I7 and
he is too l,otutg to be out there, he should have been taken
out of'there... I am aJiaid he v,ill be the curse o./'m.v lifb,
.fietting and grie,-ing. I can't help it... I cannot see how
the.l, could send ont a poor bov that was so badly shell
shocked, as lots of the hoys that returned home told me he
lrya,\.

On January I 6, I 918, she wrote another letter to Major Timewell:

I call this War outrageous murder from the beginning.
I w,ould like you, if it is possible to try, and hunt the
hospitals as muclt os you can if it is t"-ithin your pov,er und
the Salvation Armlt Httts, as you knov, sotne v)ere back of
the./ighting line. My poor dear boy is not oble tct w,r'ite as

"vou know... I have been speaking to returned soldier,s that
have heen reported killed .for seven and eight months and
their -fi iends in mourning .for them and today the1, 61ys
walking the street,s oJ'St. John ls. So .vou see I cannot give
up hope until his bodv is.fowtd and the tokens that are on
him sent hack to me. The tokens I rneatt are his brother ig
picture, a girlis photo, also the girl's ring and his wrist
watch. My mind still tells nte that he is still alive
somew,here, he tv^a,\ a boy that had a u,oncler.fLtl roving
rnind ... ltlow, Major please trlt y,our hest "fbr a poor broken
hearted mother hy doing.ro...



Major Timewell replied, trying to explain rnatters from a war-
time military perspective:

So great is tke conlitsion vlrought in a hig battle irt
these times that months oJten elapse beJbre the bodies qf
the fallen soldiers cotr he rentovecl ftom the hattle-field.
The report 'missing after a hig battle'rneans that a man
can not be accotmtecl Jb4 ttncl ntav be either o prisoner or
killed or, in very rare cuses ma!- ogain htrn up. In due
cour,se it is hoped that Private (name)'s grave moy ugain
be brcvwt and a cross w,ill be erected...While it is hard, I
knotv, to ussuage a Mother's grief; will you allow' me to sa"v-
thi,s, Private (name) laid dow'n hi,s lifb in the noblest
manner, dying himse('that others ntight live in Freedont
and Lav;/ulness...

A burial party later discovered partially buriecl remains rvhich
they believed to be that of her son, but at the tirne it rvas rnuch too
dangerous for them to attempt burial as the battle was still raging. It
was decided to wait until the next day to give the youthful soldier a
decent burial. A different burial pafty returned the follou.ing da1. but
the ground had been greutl.v cut u1t and the body had completely
di,sappeared. To add to the poor mother's grief and frustration, the
burial party that first found what they believed was her son's remains
sent home the personal effects of another soldier. This made the
distraught mother continue to believe her son rnight be still aiive.
She wrote Major Timeweli advising that the belt and pay book she
had received were not those of her son and she further statecl:

lrlott, I v'ctrtf you fo tell rne il'),ot, got poor (,soldier's

name.) .field hook or c:or"t/d you tell me anything about it...
.This belt does not helong to the New'fitundland Regiment
(the pay-book had a ditlerent service number than her
son's) I clo not believe that Priv'ate (name) hodjt w'a,s piclred
up at all, so I um going h1' reltrrnecl soldiers v;ords v'ho
had been in compun.\' w-ith him up until Or:tober when he
l,r'as mis,gittg.
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On June 18, 1918, her son's kit-bag was tbund and sent home.
If losing her "Boy Soldier," who had beeri init ial ly arrested and
sentenced to death,', who had been sent back to the firing-line while
suffering from "shell-shock," ancl whose trody was never recovered
wasn't enough, this poor womall now ltaci to take on the system in
an effort to retrieve her son's military \,/ages. She again wrote the
Regirnent paymaster's office in London:

The Head authorities here are looking out for their
ctwn trotthle and not.for my, grie.f , nar tror"rble.s. My poor
dear son wottld have been a good help no\4, i/"he hacl been
leJi honte to me. A poor hay enlisted and he w,as only I6
and 6 months old, so vou see it tyas a terrihle thing to take
av,ay il poor chikl, fiwoy .fr-om his home. Dear friend,
please do .vour best "f'or me, #,r I arn vet), sick...lr'lo mone))
to pay the Dr. k hills...My paor childis hlood nloney.

L'tttlc-r toclar"s rnilitary standards and procedures. I firmly believe
that the Newfoundland "Boy Soldier" initially sentenced to death by
Hadow would have been treated for operzrtional fatigue or for post
traumatic stress disorder. For one thing, today's servicemenlwomen
would never be permitted to stay in the front-line for the long periods
of tirne that were the norm in WW 1 " lt would be wrong, though, to
try and judge rvhat happened in the 1914-1918 war by today's
societal values, beliefs, and advances in mental health strategies.
There was little research done at that time into battle fatigue and
mental sickness reiated to operational stress.

The question of why the young Nervfoundlander was sent back
into the trenches while sti l l  suffering fiorn shell-shock begs to be
answered. Durin_g my research, I came across British Army General
OrderNo.2384,  dated June 7 ,1917.  and issued in  France,  which
caused tne to conternplate on tlie motives of the military and the
British Governrnent as it related to shell-shock:

In no circumstailces .,thatsoever v,ill the expt'e,ssion
'slrell-shoclt' he used verballv or he rec:rtrclecl in any



regimentnl or other casttaltr- report, or in any hospital o,
other medical c{ocumen /. (Rob Ruggenberg. The Heritage
of The Great War)

Did the rnilitary and the British government try to hide and
suppress a terrible wartime mental condition they then had no
answers or treatment for because it would spell catastrophe for an
Anny which desperately needed soldiers for combat? Was it this fear
that kept the Allies using the firing-squad as the only means they
believed they could control so called cowardice and desertion? Did
the authorities go to extreme lengths to hide the problem from
families and the general public on the home fiont because they feared
possible challenges for recruiting?

Sending physically and mentally unhealthy soldiers back to the
trenches was not an anomaly in WW 1 . Magistrate Frederick
Somefton and his wife Caroline of Trinity, Trinity Bay had four sons
who joined the Regiment and who fought in WW I . In the fall of 1 91 8
Magistrate Somerton wrote Newfoundland's Minister of Militia in
disbelief about his unhealthv son beins sent back to the front:

My son Private Edvtard Somerton, no. 3 5 26, was
w,ounded in March. He is deaf... and vvill be sent to the.front
agoin. B,v the tone o.f his letters to tts he seems a/raid that he
mav make sotne ,serious mistake through not being ahle to
hear orders. Would you lcindlv Ltse your OlJice as Minister oJ'
Mititia so that he may not be sent to thefiring line again? A
deaf man mo,st certainly u,ill be placed at a disadtantage at
the.fiont and mav be a source of'danger to the lives of others.

Despite the anguished f'ather's request, Private E. Somerton was
sent back to the front l ines, but luckily he managed to safely get
through the last month of fighting in October of 19 i 8.

The war took a significant toll on the Somerton farnily: Private



Fred Somerton, fornter teacher, lost his lit'e at
Gall ipoli in 191 5 after a glnlshot wound to the
head; Edward's deafiress, from r,vounds sufl-cred.
cost him his career as a bank clerk; and young
Austin permanently lost movement in his hand
as a resLrlt of a bayonet wound to his amt.

God only knows how many more injured
soldiers were sent back to the fiont w,hen thev
should have beett classified as rnedically unflt 1o. Prilcte Fre'tl Somet'trttt

battle. Are these examples of injured scllcliers returning to the
trenches a syrnptom of a war-machine so desperate that it had to
sacrifice the health and safety of its sick men in an effort to stop the
enemy?

{ ,  +  + . L+ + s +

There is yet another disturbing story related tcl a "Boy Soldier"
who joined the Regiment in February of 1q15', and u.'ho eventually
committed suicide after being discharged tbr being rnedically unfit
for rnilitary service.

This blond, blue-eyed teenager fought in Gall ipoli with our
Regiment fi om September 20, I 9 I 5. until November, I 9 I 5. when he
was evacuated to thc 3'd Canadian Hospital at N{r-ldros suffering fiom
severe jaundice and dysentery. From Mr"idros he was transferred to
Wandsworth F{ospital in London where he stayed for 43 clays. The
young soldier was then transferred to h,{iddlesex War Hospital
suffering from shell-shock. Fle was subsequently admitted to the
"Napsbury War Hospital (Mentai)."

On July 5, 1916. a Royal Atmy Medical C)orps' major at Napsbury
hospital noted "(he) is at present u,el{ behrn,etl; .fixnter{7, he hctd heen
excited ancl tronble,gome. " The doctor expresscd doubt the young man
would ever recover sufticientiy to resume military duties and he was
eventually repatriated to St. John's. In the spring of'1917 he rvas
discharged fi'om lhe Regiment as medically r"rnfit fbr military dury.

Shortly after his rneclical discharge, a stor,v in the Evening
Telegram told of a young private suffering from shell-shock u'ho had



strayed from his horne and said police were searching the atea of St.
John's Harbour where eyewitnesses had seen the young man earlier
in the day. The following article appeared in a local newspaper
several days after the war veteran went missing:

A ,sncl drctw,ning, under trugic and mysterious
circumstences, occurrecl on Saturdal, last at the South Side,
the victim heing... a veleran soldier of "Ours," tr+,ho
returner{ home not long sinc:e suf/bring./iorn shell-shock.
On Friday morning last he le/t honte, not returning up to
the .following ntorning, his absence naturallv caused
anxie4t. He was last seen proceeding in the direction of the
Sctuth Side. The police, oided b1, civiliuns c'onclttded a
diligent search .fbr the saldier and after dragging the
w*aters o/'the lIarbour" neor Buine Johnston & Companr-'s
premise,s, Mr. Ford roised to the surf?tce the hodt, of tl'te
unfbrtunate ys7a77g man.... The Private had joined the.first
corttingent o/"the I{ev,Jbwtdland Regiment. Tb the berearted
mother ancl other relutives the s1;mpath,v o/'the w,hole
cornmunity taill he expressecl.

On October 5 , 1923, the Regiment was given permission to
exhume the young man's remains and have his body reburied in the
military section of the cemetery. [t was ceriainly fitting to bury this
youthful war veteran amongst his other comrades because it was the
dreadful eftbcts of war that caused him to take his lif-e - he fbught
like a hero and he should be buried like a hero. We will never truly
know iust how many of our returned veterans of WW I secretly
suff-ered through the remainder of their lives with "shell-shock"; I
personally feel the number was significant!

While searching throu*eh the files at The Rooms Archives I came
across a newspaper clipping for 1917 entitled "Twice Buried" and
telling of a wife u'ho had received a letter from her husband - a
Regiment member being treated in a French hospital for
complications reiateci to shell-shock. The news article went on to
explain:



Dttring his nrelve rnonths at tlte battle^fr"ont he had
some narrow,escapes. Tw,ice, recently, while on his way to
the Jiont-ltne of the trenches he was buried under clay
caused by heov.t, shells dropping afew, yards.from htm. He
has lost the use o/-his lower lintbs but under treatntent at
the British hospital he is iruproving and expects to be
shiJted ,shortly. Large ntnnbers of'v,or"rnded were going tn
daily as the result oJ'the severe Jighting.

This is yet another exatnple of the severe traumatizingeffects of
war. one can only imagine how much this brave soldier, who was
twice buried, would sufl'er for the rest of his life from what we well
know today as "post-traumatic stress disorder or operational fatigue."
Unfortunately, the answer to questions like this lies buried with the
soldiers and their irnmediate families.

The following is a true World War One story about the executions
of young British soldiers who suff'ered from shell-shock:

Executioner

Victor. Silvester w*as brtrn in 1900. On the outbreak of-
u,ar he ran al,va.y .fi'om Ardingly College (U.K.) and was
fighting on the Westem Front at fifteen. Victor's parents
suspected he had jained the arntv and infbrmed the
authorities in I9l4 but it was not until he was wowtded in
1917 that he v,as discovered and brought honte to England.

In an intervieyv he gave just hq/bre his cleath in 1978,
Victor Silvester descrihed hovt he was ordered to execute a
man.fbr desertiott: 'The tear"s were rolling down my cheeks
as the victim tried to .free himself fi"om the ropes attaching
him to the chair I airned blindl1,, and when the gun,stnoke ltad
cleared awal- we werefurther horrified to see that, altltough
w'owtded, the man w-cts still alive. Still blinQfolded, he w,as
attempting to make a run.fbr it,still strapped to the chair. An



fficer in charge stepped./brw'urd to put the finishing touch
with ct revolver hekl to the poor tnanis temple. He had onl,v
once cried out and that w'as when he shottted the one t,-ord
'mother.'He could not ltave heen much older than me (16).

We were told later that he had in./act been suftbring.fiam
shell-shock, u condition not recognized h1,the army at the
time. Later I took part in.four more sttc:h executions.'

lfter the wur Silvester beccrme a world.famous dance
orchestra leader: (Rob Ruggenberg. The Fleritage of the
Great War)

During WWl, there were a total of 306 servicemen from the
British and Commonwealth Forces who were shot by firing squad
for breaches of military regulations. My re search tends to show the
greatest number of soldiers were shot for deserlion or cowardice. I
cannot help but wonder if most of the desertions or supposed acts of
cowardice resulted from fear caused by post traumatic war-related
stress and operational fatigue related problems. But even to ttris day
there are components of society who believe the military had to cany
out this cruel method of lethal punishment in order to prevent mass
desertion.

The British and Canadian governments have, in recent years,
granted dignity to the men who were legally execnted during WWl,
so giving peace and closure to their farnilies. In 2001, the Canadian
government officially granted dignity to twenty-three lawfully
executed WWI servicemen:

...Those who went to war at the request of their nation
could not know,the./ctte that lay in store.fttr them. This vvas
a war of such overv,heln'ting sotnd, .firry, and unrelenting
horror that few comhatunts cou ld remain una/fected ... .We
can revisit the pu,tt hut w,e can ncst recreute it. We cannctt
relive those aryt'ul .t'ectrs af'a nation at peril in total war,
and the culture o/'thut time is subsequentll; too distunt.for
tts to comprehend /illlv. We cun, however, do something in
the present, irt u .solentn way, av)are novv, better than
bqfbre, thal peotrtle ma.1; hreak.for reasons ov-€r which the1,
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have little control. For sonte, it ntit.t' ltuve heen what we
today call Po,st Traumatic Slrer.r s Di;orr{er. (Ron J.
Duhamel, Minister of Vete rans A ff airs. House of
Commons. December I 1, 2001 )

The names of the trventy-three executed flanadian soldiers were
entered into the First World War Book o1'Remembrance in Ottawa,,
alongside those of'their WWI comradcs, removing the dishonour
by execution stigma. and finally giving them dignity in death, and
giving their farnilies peace of mind.

There were 12,425 men who volrurteered to serve with the
Newfoundland Regimerrt during WW I . Of that number, 6,246 were
rejected for a multitude of reasons, mostly medical in nature.
Newfoundland sent some of her sons who were unfit for military
service to Canada to assist in the war efTort, sornething that was
reported in the May 19, 1917, edition of the Tiuillingate Sun:

A goodl.v numher ofmen - 50 or tnore, le"ft St. John s
on Thursd.ay's e.r,press./-or Monlreal, w,here they u,ill be
emplctyed in the rnunitions.factrtries. The mclority- of these
men had olJbred Jbr enli,gtment hut foiled to pass the
necessar.t' lcsl.s.
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1918: The Final Battles and Armistice
- We /bel proud of'our solcJier lad.."""...Jennie Bugden

After neariy a month and a half break from the firing line, the
Regiment once again retumed to the trenches on January 26, 1918,
at a place called Vindictive Cross, north of Passchendaele. The
Newfoundlanders were soon to be involved in the major German
offensive of 1918. There would be approximately 79 "Boy Soidiers"
who would lay down their lives in the final year of fighting.
The early morning of March 22, 1918. began with the most
concentrated bombardment in the history of warfare, which initiated
a massive Gennan offensive bv 7l enemv divisions alons a 5S-rnile
sector.

On April 11, 1918, Field-Marshal Sir Douglas Harg's Daily,
Order clearly showed the significance of the critical Battle of
Bailleul, which the Newfoundlanders would be in the thick of:

There is no other cout"se open to us but to fight it out!
EverV,position must be held to the last man: there must be
no retirement. With our backs to the w,all, and believing in
the justice of our cause, each one af'us mnstJight on to the
end. The sq/br1," o.f-our homes and the Jieedom of mankind
alike depend on the c'onduct of'each one af'tt,s at this critical
moment. (Nicholson - The Fighting |',levvfuundlander)

Even in the midst o{'war there is humour. and so it was at the
Battle of Bailleul. It is rvell known that Newfoundlanders are brave
people who otten times have risked their own personal safety to help



those in emergency situations. It is knor.l 'n ton that Newtbundlanders
have a sense of hurnour rvhich can appear at anv time, regardless of
the event. Newfoundlanders are also knora,n for their appreciation of
"a drop of stuf}" to take the edge clf  f  ane's chal lenge. Colonel
Nicholson writes:

It yvus at Steenvortrde that the Tr*nsprtrt Sec:tion
carried out uu errand rs.f' rnertt, chsrutteristic of' the
Regiment is .fiiendlj, ynlori onship u,itk the Ioc:ol Stopulace .. "
. Moior Bemurd, v,lto $s second-in-crsmrnantl yt,os held
hac'k v'irh the fen percent snd the t'run.sprtrt, receit,ed
orders to resc'ue s F-renck .funtill, ,rTtrte home yva,s irt
danger ofbeing or)et'rlm h),the enem.v; and in cansultaliort
witlt the Trun,rport Ol/icer it wos det:irled to risk the loss
of tw-o ,t,o{:ous and .fbur horses in the attempt. Some
trneasine,ss l.l/rl.s experienced w,hett evening drev,near with
no sigtts o./'the drivers. Then, just a.r sundo\\,n, Ihe tvr-o
v)agons tuere ,rightet{ epproaching tlte lines ut /hll gallop,
loaded v,ith beds, fitniture and rni,sr:ellaneou,g hou,sehold
possessions. Itr place oJ his steel helmet, each driver r{ore
on his head $ tN,ol'n{tn's ha{. 'It w,tt.s to he seeil, 'rec,ulls
Captain Hicks, 'that 

the.tt hatl nr; pain.' 
'l-heir 

conctition
was the re,cult a/'the hospitalit.v ol the Frenchw,ott"tan u,ho,
overjoyed al her rescue w-ith all her belongitrg,s, hnr{ given
her deliveret',t the.freedom o.f'her w,ine c,ellrtr. (Nicholson
- The Fighting New,fbundlande.r)

Private Fred Bugden, 17-year-old son of Fletcher: and Olivia
Bugden of Epr,r'orth. Burin, was one of the first "Boy Soldiers" to be
killed in action in 1 91 8" He died during the Battle of Bailleul on April
13, and his body w.as never recovered.

The former fisherman had joinecl the Regiment on June 25,7917,
and was killed after sen'ing 293 days. Prir.ate Bugden's sister, Jennie,
wrote the Regiment on March 5, 1920. saying hor,'o,irnportant it was
for families to have something tansible - like thc \{emorial Scroll



and the King's Message - to remember their brave soldiers by, "I
may say tltat we as a.family appreciate all these thtngs which go to
prove that the nohle dead are not.fbrgotten. We feel proud oJ- our
soldier lacl .. " "

There were 176 Newtbundlanders killed or wounded in the Battle
of Bailleul. After two days of intensive fighting and successful
counter-attacks by the Newfoundlanders, the overall situation was
getting gloomy, and the Regiment was ordered to make a fighting
retreat from the Railleul sector.

* * * *

On Aprl l  29, 1918, Private Leo M. Shortal l ,  19, died from
wounds received earlier at the Battle of Monchy-le-Preux. There was
a tr ibute paid to the young combatant in the St. Bonaventure's
College Memorial Book:

In the Cemeterv of Brookw'ood, Surrelt, one o.f the
loveliest part,s of'England, i,s a little grave in which re,sts
the remains that enshrined the soul, nohle and pure, of'
Private Leo M. Shortall...one o/'the brightest and most
,satisf'actor_v pttpils ofthe place. After spending nine very
hoppy ))€ars at St. Bon's his parents decicled to give him a
course at Loltzla College Montreal, w-here he spent two
v€r1t ,successful ),ears. On his return home he lost rto time
in donning the Khaki. ...at Monchy he received a /atal
vvound.

During the man1, months o.f wearyt waiting [in hospital]
our brave soldier exhihited a spirit o./'cheerJulne,ss and
hope tltat challenges odmtration; bttt Leo s thoughts took
another course. He ktrcyt,that di.stance had only intensified
a parentb lot,e, und c'onseqttentllt he woukl ask to see his
mother, that he tno.t: heur again her gentle voice and Jbel
her loving artd tender touch. Ldb wcs verging tott,ards its
setting nnd slte would brighten the evening that was
clo,sing in. A c'ultlegram intimating his desire had heen



scarcel)) reod tt'hen the mother with tntdaunted courage set
out on a.iotrrney that might mean the sacrilice oJ'her life.
... .from his death bed he exclaimed "Mother, ntyt Mother
contirtg, it',s too gooc{ to be true." A.,fbw days later... our

))oung hero re,signed his spir"it into the hands o"f its Maker
passirtg a\"-ay on the 29'h of April.... The rnother had got
as J-ar as I{eu, York and w,as about to sail Jbr England,
when ,she heard of Leo is death.

Epituph

The blow would not have been so hard
To him she loved so well,
Could she have raised his d"ving head
Or heard hi,s last farewell.

On April 29,1918, the very proud but t ired and battle-weary
Royal Newfoundland Regiment was temporarily withdrawn from
operations. This withdrawal was necessary because the Regiment
was far below its strength, having suffered more than 200 casualties
in the recent fighting. Newfoundland's Governor was pushing hard
for leave for the members of the Regiment (Blue Puttees). These
brave men had not been permitted extended furlough since the
beginning of the war. These mentally and physically drained soldiers
had been unable to visit with family and friends in Newfoundland
since they left St. John's with the first contingent in 1914.

Even though the rest was surely welcomed,, the Newfoundlanders
were very upset with the withdrawal from operations because it
meant leaving the "Incomparable 29{' Division," whose members
they had fought shoulder-to-shoulder with through some of the
tor"rghest battles of the entire war. Many Newfoundlanders were
wounded and died under the distinct "red triangle patch" of the 29,h
Division. The Royal Newfoundland Regiment received glowing
accolades from the senior officers and fiehtine men of the 29,h



Division, and this was to be forever ernblazoned in the Division's
illustrious history.

From April 29 ta September 20, 1918" the Royal Newfoundland
Regirnent stayed behind the lines, providing euards at Field-Marshal
Dor"rglas l{aig's Fleadquafiers at Montreuil, six miles from Etaples,
France. As it rested and rebuilt. the Regiment assirniiated its new
recruits into its ranks in preparation fbr future battles. During the
summer of- 191 8 members of the Regirnent, those who had joined
in 1914, were finally given six weeks furlough to return to
Newfoundland. On Friday, September 1 3, 1 9 1 8, the Royal
Newfbundland Regiment became part of-the 28th Infantry Brigade of
the 9'h (Scottish) Division under the command of General H. H.
Tudor, a somewhat controversial post-war figure and close friend of
Sir Winston Churchill.

* * * *

Private Samuel Hoddinott of Indian island. Fogo. :c)n of Sanrucl
and Mary Ann Hoddinott, lost his l i fe to sickness on July 2, 1918.
The 16-year-old fisherman enlisted in the Regiment at St. John's on
June 3, 1918, by falsely declaring his age as 19 years.

Lieutenant Colonel W. F. Rendell sent a telegram to Mrs.
Hoddinott advising her that her son had died of complications of
measles. Adding to the family's grief he noted that "Ou,ing to the
nature of disease, boclt, will have to he bttried in St. John ls'. " The
young soldier was subseqr"rently buried in the St. John's General
Protestant Cemetery.

Measles were a major concern for senior Newfbundland
government health officials, and Regimental doctors,, throughout the
entire war. On April 19, 1916, Newfoundland's Medical Health
Officer wrote the Colonial Secretary about an outbreak of measles
amongst members of the Regiment in St. John's:

This momirtg - vt;ith the Regiment Medical Afficer
Captain Puttct'sou - I examined all the men now otl
,strength....,-1.1 u c'on,siderahle portion of the men hnve not



had mea,gles, uncl nre therefttre ver.v su.st'eptible. to attack,
it is probable that that "fitrther case,\ v'ill oc'cur during the
next h,t,o w-eeks. Even, effort v,ill he mutle to tleter anlt ss"lt
case,s at the earliest stage, so thev mur not he a source o.f
danger to others. This outhreuk appeors to be quite a
serious matterJ'or the Regiment, cts rein.l'orcements cannot
be sent forv,arcl until the disectse has been thoroughly
,stamped out. An exten,sive outbreak o.f'mect,sles among the
tnen would, also, in all probabilit.v, interfbre considerably
w"ith re,cruiting....

It is not prectic'oble to strictl.v qunrantine the boarding
houses concerned, there is a con,siderable danger that
some of the sick mav he vi,sited b.y, their comrades in the
Regiment. Also the presence qf-,sn manv centres of infection
may give ri,se to an extensiv,e outhreulr in the City.
already.fbur nren ol the Regiment have diecl of this disease
in Sc'otlcrnd....

*  * * *

There were a significant number of our "Boy Soldiers" who died
from complications of measles, during WW1, both in Newfoundland
and overseas. Serious problems from rneasles confronted our
Regirnent well into 1918, as shown in the death of Private Fredrick
Wicks from Greenspond, Bonavista Bay.

Private Wicks, l8-year-old f isherman turned soldier son of
William Wicks. joined the Royal Newfoundland Regiment at St.
John's on May 29, 1918,, after falsely declaring he was 23. On June
14, 1918, less thari three weeks after he enlisted, Lieutenant Colonel
W.F. Rendell, Regiment StaffOfficer, sent a wire to the young man's
father in Greenspond: Private Fred Wicks is ctt Military- Hospital -

St. John is, seriouslv ill w-ith measles.

Days later, on June 18, Mr. Wicks received another telegram from
Lt. Colonel Rendell, this tirne with tragic news: We regret to inform
you that lr{o 5502 Privute Fredrick Wcks died at Militaryt Hospital



of pneumonia .following measles. Death occun"ed this afternoon.
Please ac{vise v,isltes u,g to disposal o.f'rentains - botlv ernhalmed und
colJined.

Mr. Wicks sent Lt. Colonel Rendell a telegraln on June 19
advising that he wanted his son's body sent home to Greenspond. He
said his wife and another son had already lefl for St. John's on the
sclrooner Reginald and they were not aware of Fred's death. On June
79, Lt. Colonel Rendell sent a telegram advising Mr. Wicks that his
son's body was leaving St. John's on the vessel Earl of'Devon on
route to Greenspond. One can only imagine the stress and anguish
Private Wicks' mother experienced after arriving in St. John's and
being told of her son's death.

Orr November 20. 1925, the Royal Newfoundland Regiment
informed Mr. Wicks that a military headstone was on its way to
Greenspond for the gravesite of his son.

Memoriul C'ertificate

(Picnres cotu'lesy' of F rank

Kingis Memorial Scroll

Gogos ond Morgun MacDonald)
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The Battle of Ypres
- Tell m.v mother I die.d./br u goocl cause.

Private Alexander Barter s d1ti11g w,ords.

The Battle of Ypres would be the first action the newly restecl and
restructnred Regiment would fight in 191t1. This battle was part of
the Final Advance into Flanders. Septernber 28 to November 11,
1 9 1  8 .

On September 29, seventeen-year-old Private Alexander Barter
of St. John's became the first of the "Boy Soldiers" to be killed in
action at the llattle of Ypres.

Private Barter, son of James and Leah Barter. enlisted in the
Regirnent on October 1 9,1917,by falsely declaring he was 18 years
of age. Private L.P. Byme, a close friend of Private Barter, was an
eyewitness to his tragic death and wrote the following from his own
military hospital bed:

I know, that Barter vlAs killed in action. He gat a bullet
wound in the throat. He only livedJbr ahout three minutes.
He is buried in Belgium (cunnot remember the spot.).

Quarter-master Sellar,s buriecl him and toctk a note /ictnt
hint to give to his mother. He w,rote 'Tell m)t Tnoyl,ter I died

for a good cause.'Quarler-rnaster Sellars is sirtce dead,
killed by o shell. W'e v,ere the best rf pals since we. left
home tctgether. His last r+,ords w'€t'€ o/'his mother. I made
a will in his /avour on tny pav lsook, and he had done the
same.for me. I don't know tv-here his pay book is and should
be glad to knov'.



On May 28, 1919, Leah Barter wrote an emotional letter to
Newfoundland's Minister of Militia conceffring the death of her only
child:

Denr Sir.

I called at the Militia Headcluarters today and I was told
you w,ere not there. I wished to speak to 7,ou about my bo_r-
Alex Barter. I suppose now I know mypoor boy i,s gonefor
sltre, and his futher', a,s you know, is rtot v,ell or ,strong, and
Alex was his only child and the only help we had in our
old age. He tt,as the onlv help v;e had to look to and now
he has gone and le/t us alone. The way things et€ t'torv- rv'€
cannot get enouglt to live and pavout. The boy always said
he went to protect his Mother and nov) he is gone-from tne.
I would like to knoyv what allowonce is Jbr me and what
money am I his poor Mother to get. Ain t my poor bo,v b liJb
just as precious as anv other boys, as others got it that had
other children, hut I got no one. Please pardon for taking
the libertv o.f'w,riting yor,t but I thought y-ou were the only
one that would take any interest in tne as m.v heart is very
w,eak and I am not strong enough to speak to anyone else
on such a subject. Wll you kindly ans\uer and let me know
what I am ta do ancl you tvill oblise.

* * * { <

Private Charles Bennett, a young fisherman from Main River, St.
Georges, son of James and Maggie Bennett, was 17 when he was
killed in action on October 3, 1918. Private Bennett joined the
Regiment at St. John's on November 19, 1917 , after falsely declaring
that he was 20 years of age.

In a letter sent frorn Scotland dated January lB, 1918, the
homesick Bennett said: "l would like to hear.fi"orn home. Now w,hen
,r-ou write send me a couple of puirs of socks and a cake and sorne



tobacco." In Novernber of 1919, Maggie Bennett wrote several
letters to the Regiment concerning her boy's personal efTects:

. . .Please v,rite me again ... . ! would like very; much to
get his clothes - what is le.ft and he had a good watch. He
is the onl,v son that we hacl and w,e would like to get his
clothes.fbr rentenlbrance o.f'm.v son. I heard the mothers of'
their sons had the clothes sent -.ro please tnt for rne.

Private Michael White of Southeast Bight, Placentia Bay , 17 -
year-old son of Joseph and Evangeline White, lost his lifb on October
3, 1918. There are two headstones commemorating the death of
Private White, one at Little Bona, Placentia Bay, and the official
military one on his grave in Belgium. There is a discrepancy relating
to his actual age at death, with the headstone in Belgium showing 1 8
years, while the family headstone in Bona states 17 years of age. The
following article about White appeared in the November 5" 1918.
edition of the Evening Telegram:

Private Michael White

Friday last, the sad inte/ligence ,\,as conveved to
Joseph White, Little Bona, Placentia Balt that his son,
Private Michael u,as killed in ctctictn on October' 3'd
sontew,ltere in Frunce. The t{eceased w,as but u hoy, heing
l6 years o/'oge, wken he enlisted in N{ovember o.f' 1917.
Joseplt White, brother of Michael v,as dischargedfrom the
Regiment having rec:eived several wounds hoth in France
and Gallipoli. l6%' of'the population oJ'Bona volnnteered
to ./ight.f'or King and Countr.y,, of'that nrunber, Private
White was the.first to prq, the supreme sacrifice. The fathet,
brothers and .si.ster,r of'the deceased, huve the sincere
svmpath.v of the c'ontntunit.\,.

Little Paradise. l{ottemher 2. I91B



Prit,ute M i chael Ll'hite
(Fomil1, picture. Courtesy of'Chris Butt)

Lance-Corporal Gordon H. Thomas, a 19-year-old Bravery
Award recipient f rom St. . [ohn's,  died on October 16, 1918, at
Boulogne, France. from a gunshot wound to the head. He was the
son of Henry and Jernma Thomas of 8 Barnes Road, St. John's. The
clerk-turned-soldier joined the Regiment on March 17 , 1917, at St.
John's. He died just weeks be{tlre war's end, having served one year
and 220 days.

This brave young soldier r.vas also n'ounded in action on April
I 3, l9l B, when he received a gunshot would to the head in Belgiurn.
ln July of 1919, his fbther: wrote the Regiment asking for a picture
of his son's grave in the Terlincthun British Cemetery in France. In
August of 1920, photographs of the gravesite were forwarded by
Padre Thomas Nangle. The parents also requested a picture of their
son from Army films that had been taken in Europe. After much
searching, a picture was obtained fiom a film taken when the
Minister of Mil i t ia visited the troops in l9l 8.

On June 5, 1 91 8, the news of Lance-Clorporal Gordon H.
Thomas'bravery award appeared in the London Gazette:



For conspicuotts gallantrlt. He volunteered to
reconnoiter.fon+,urd positions qfler a heqvv hombardment
which \'.ere supposed to be occupiecl b,r- the enemy. He
shov,ed great devotion to dut.v, dttring the v,hole o"f
operations _f rom I 2'h kt the 20ttt of April ( 1915 at
Arm entieres). (The Rooms Archives)

On November 19, 1919, Thomas' parents were invited to
Govenlment House in St. John's to receive their son's Military Medal
from the governor at a medals presentation ceremony.

* * * *

Private John Rr"rssell of Bay Roberts, son of John and Annie
Russell, was 16-years-old when he was killed in action in Belgium
on October 20, 1918. He joined the Regiment on Febru ary 28, I 91 B,
after falsely declaring he was lB. He died less than three weeks
before the end of the war.

Family information (letters of Private Russell 's sister), tel l of
young John (Jack) Russell joining up after his sister had run off to
get married. Jack dearly lclved his sister and he was very upset at her
sudden departure, declartng"he could not stal; hotne w-ithout his
sister. "

His sister wrote that she learned the circumstances of her
brother's death from another Bay Robert's soidier who was near him
in the trenches when he was killed:

... a.fbllov) t4)as in the v,ar and v,ithin tallcing distance
of dear brother Juck in the trettches yvhen he (Jack) put his
head up above the trench and called to him sa1;ing'Itwon\
be long now, Bill u;hen the Arntistice w,ill be signed and we
will be going home.' Bill shouted to him to get his head
down, hut before he could do so, the enem.v shot him. Bill
knew how, clearlv I loved Jack and he used to pla.v that up
to me, that he \ras near poor dear Jack v,hen the end came.
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Private John Russell, whose body was never found, had two other
brothers, Walter and Herbert, who fought with the Regiment during
WW I and survived.

On October 21, 1918, just weeks before the war ended, Private
Edward O'Brien, d 19-year-old Bravery Award recipient from St.
John's, died from a shell wound to the throat which he had received
in action at Ledeghem, Belgiurn.

Private O'Brien, a clerk-tumed-soldier, was the son of Frederick
and Mary O'Brien of 52 Ltme Street, St. John's. At the time of his
death, he had served with the Regiment for one year and 189 days.
In 191 8, the O'Briens had the tragedy of losing their son as well as
their daughter, Olive,, who died in August.

When Private O'Brien's personal effects were sent home to his
parents in June of 1919, they included two pairs of Rosary beads and
a cased religious medallion,, attesting to the strong religious beliefs
held by members of our Regiment.

On April 15, 1919 Newfoundland's Minister of Militia wrote to
Fred O'Brien advising him of his son's Militarv Medal:

Dear Sir:

# 3603 Private E. O'Brien and# 3156 Private H. Trask

I beg to quote hereunder the details of the deed./br which
the Militaryt Medal vvas awarded to vour late son # 3603
Private E. O'Brien, Roval l{ew/bmdlancl Regiment, taken
from supplentent to lhe London Gazette:

'For conspicttous gallantrlt and devotion to dutlt. On the
morning of the I4'h q/' Ocrober 191 B during the advance
.fr"orn Ledghem towards the Ly, almost bqfure the harrage
lifted, these huo men dashed .fbrw,ard ot a pill-box. A Jbw
of the enemy were lesving the pill-box, and as soon a.s they
saw Privates O'Brien and Tt"ask threv, homhs ut them, but
these two nten rushed in and bal,sngy.d three aJ'the enemy.
Then they went to the pill-box and threw, a bontb into it,
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then entered it, and captltred an officer and 35 nten and 2
maclxine guns. It v,as entirely due to the prompt action o.f
these two men that the enemy was preventedJrom bringing
their machine-guns into action and causing heavy
casualties.'

Private Heber Trask, son of Thomas and Alice Trask of E,lliston,
Trinity Bay, was also the recipient of a Military Medal on October
14, 1918. Private Trask,20, was kil led in action on October 25,
1918, at Ingoyhem, Belgium. His body was never recovered.

Private Thomas Ricketts of White Bay, age
lT,became the youngest serviceman in WWI to
win the Victoria Cross, the British Military's
highest decoration for gallantry in the face of the
enemy, on Octob er 14, 1 9l 8. His Victoria Cross
citation reads:

During the advance Jrom Ledgehem, the
attack was temporarillt held up by hostile -/ire and the
Platoon to which he belonged su/fered severe casualties

.frotn the Jire oJ'a batteryt at point blank range. Private
Rickelts at once volunteered to go /bnuard with his section
commander and a Lewis gun teant to attentpt to outflank
the battery. Advancing by short rushes under heavy Jire
from enem)) machine-gutls vtith hostile battery, their
ammuniti.on was exhausted when still 300 yards -/iom the
battery. The enemy seeing an opportunity to get their.field
gurts away began to bring up their gttn tearns. Private
Ricketts, at once realizing the situation, dottbled back 100
yard,s under the heaviest rnachine-gltn .fire, procured

further ammunition, and dashed back again to the Lewis
gLux, and hy ver.v accurate.fire drove the enemy and the gun
teams into a .farm. His platoon then advanced without
casualties, and captured .four machine-gtrns and eight



prisoners. A.fiJih Jield gl.u.t was subsequentlY; intercepted
by .fire and captured. B), his !)re.\ence of ruirrcl in
anticipating the enem): intention and hi.s' utter disregard of'
personal sa/bry,, Private Ricketts sectrecl theJlrrther sttpplv
o./'anununition which directll; resulterl in these impoitant
captures ancl undonbtedll, saved man",v lives.

Johnny Burke,, a well known st. John's bard of the time,, wrote a
poem about Private Ricketts winning the Victoria Cross. The first
verse reads:

Long lifb to Private Ricketts, Hi,s proise,s shout tvith ior,,
A credit to his Countr1,,
And a pluckl, White Buy Boy.
A member of'our Regirnent
Who enswered duty'.s call,
Who w-011 theJam'd Wctoria Cross,
He wa,s only a Private that s all...

Newfoundland-born private John Bernard croak, fbrmerly of
Little Bay, Notre Dame Buy, but raisecl in Nova Scotia, also received
the coveted victoria cross, which was awarded posthumously for
gallantry while serving with the Canadian nxpeditionary Force in
WWl . Croak losr his l i fe in Augusr of l9l g.

* * { < { <

A newspaper clipping entitled "Folrr of Fainily Decorated,, in
the papers of captain Leo c. Murphy tells of a family of four
"Lewis" brothers from Newfoundland who were highly decorated
war heroes.

william (will) Lewis, a Boer war veteran who wor two medals
in that campaign, was awarded the Distinguished conduct Medal
(D.c.M.) in wwl. Ralph Lewis, who fought with rhe canadians
in wwl, won the D.c.M. Jack Lewis, who served with the
Newfoundland Regiment in wwl, won the D.c.N{. ancl the Military
Medal. "The Lev,is bo1,s, att hrittiant Jighters, ltave a ntania for



medsls, " reads the neu'spaper article. If the infomation is correct,
the Lewis family u'ould probably be the most highly decorated in
Newfbundland history.

In 1918, the British Government set up Boy Soldier Bzrttalions
in the United Kingdom in order to keep under-aged soldiers from
going to the tiont-lines, but there was 1lo suclt structure for
Newfoundlanders.

This was obviolrs when Private George Mosher, 17, of'Fortune,
Fortune Bay was kil led in action on October 25,1918, at Ingoyghem,
Belgium.

The young seaman-turned- soldier, son of Thomas and Susanna
Mosher, joined the Regiment on November 23,1977, and had served
for 337 days before his death. His body was never found.

Private Mosher was kil led just a few weeks bet'ore hosti l i t ies
ended on November I I, I 918. His parents, thror"rgh the intercessiorr
of The Reverend A.S. Adams of Fortune, had tried to have their son
taken out of the fighting in Belgium. Reverend Adams r,vrote the
Minister of  Mi l i t ia on March I  3.  l9 l  8:

Dectr Sir:

I write at the reqttest of Saul Mosher, .father of'George
Henr.v Mcssher Private v,ith the l{ev:fbunr{land Regiment.
Private Mosher will not be ser-enteen !€ars oJ'age urttil
June, as ),oLt will see bv the certificute oJ'Baptism u;hich I
am enclosing. I understnnd he mis-representetl hi.s uge
w,hen enlisting. Private Mosher is now in F-rance, et lenst
his father tnforms me thal he is. Mr. Mosher is willing./'or
his son to clo duty in the Regiment, but he w'ishe.s me. trs
oppeal to yout to see that his son i,s withdrat4ln to England
until he has attained the age of eighteen )'ems.

Legally speaking, Private George Mosher sliould have been
immediately taken out of the fighting and sent to safety in England.
I wonder how bitter the Moshers feit when their appeal was not
properly dealt with and their young son was killed in action and had
no known grave.
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One of the last o'Boy Soldiers" to be killed in action in WW1 was
Private Michael o'Brien,l B, of Witless Bay. The young son of Richard
and Matilda O'Brien was killed on October 25, 1 91 8. St. Bonaventure's
College paicl tribute to their former student/hero in their Memorial
Book:

Tbwards the end of' October I9lB, .jttst before the
signirtg o/'the Armistice the sad news reuched us that
Micltael O'Brien, ofWitle,ss Ba.v, tvas killed in action 25'h,
Oct., irt t+that most likely proved to be the last great
o.ffutsive in the v,ar. Mike w,us one o.f those ardent spirited
young .fbllovt,s v,ho .fbared no danger and whose deep-
rooted patriotism v,ould olten overshadow his better
judgment. Though much under tlte militat?, age and while
still a brsarding stutdent of the College, he made several
Lu'tsttccessful atternpts to enlist in the Roltal lr{ewfoundland
Regirnent, hut -/inally suc'ceecled in having his ambition
realizecl in 1916....

For two ),ears the gallant young volunteer was in the
li:i. A ol tltt' /ighting, c'oming through on nlarN occasions
t itlt lturr'-hreutlth escapes; ond there is un added touch of
sutltte-ss when w-e think thet he met his death just as victorl;
.fbr the Allied armies was being.flashed all over the v,orld.
Hi,s death is all the more socl when it is rentemhered that
his hrotlter Pstrick O'Brien, Engineer in the Royal Naval
Reserve w,us o.f/icittll.v gazetted as lost in HMS "Clan
Mc:|t{aughton " in Februety, l9l 5.

{ < { < * *

Corporal Wi lliam C oaker Christian, clerk-turned- soldier, j oined the
Regiment before his l6th birthday. He died at age I B from wounds
received in battle ori Octob er 26,1 9l 8, less than thlee weeks before the
Armistice.

Due to Private Christian's pre-war military training with the
C.L.B. he had been promoted quickly to the rank of corporal in the
Regiment. The son of William and Sarah Christian of St. John's was



the nephew of Sir William F. Coaker, former president of the
Newfoundland Fishermen's Protective Union, and Minister of
Marine and Fisheries of the Government of Newfoundland.

Christian was shot in the leg on October 74,7918, and evacuated
to hospital suffering from a fractured femur. Flis father received a leffer
from the Minister of Militia dated October 29,1918, advising that his
son was dangerously ill from a gunshot wound. News traveled slowly
during war. By the time the parents received notification of his death,
Corporal Christian had been dead for at least four days.

Corporal Christian was a very caring person, as was demonstrated
in June of 1918, when he requested that the Pay Office take money from
his soldier's account and tbrward it to the Prisoners of War Fund.

Early in 1918, Sir Will iam Coaker, never dreaming that his
nephew's life would end that very year, contacted the Minister of
Militia who, in turn' contacted the Officer-Commanding the 2n'r
Battalion, Newfoundland Regiment, in an effort to get young
Christian into officer training.

In 1919,, accornpanied by Padre Thomas Nangle, Sir Will iam
Coaker visited the Battlefields of France and Belgium where the
Newfoundlanders had fought and died.

Coaker was shaken by what he saq particularly after visiting the
grave of his well liked and only nepher.v. He later wrote in his diary:
"While I live I will ever oppose the dispatch of another son o.f
Ir{eruforntdland to fight and die on.ftireign soil. I have seen enough of
this cur,ge of'w'ar cluring my t,i,sit to Ew"r4te to cau,se my blood to runt
cold ... "

Sir William F. Coaker during his visit to Frunt:e in l9l9
(Whittv AIbwn)



Major R.H. Tait, M.C. wrote an emotional farewell verse to all
of his fallen comrades in his book The T'uil of'the Caribou:

L'Adieu /Farewell)

Ye brothers of otn" bloocl u,ho.fell,
Your living comrades bid farewell.
Though bod.v lose its mortal breath,
Your spirit does not pass with death.
With us who y,-alked with you the road
And sharec{ yvith you the cotnmon load,
Who laughed with ),ott and with voLt wrought,
Who chalfed v,ith you and y;ith _v-ou Jbught,
Yottr nletno-rv- will.for e,e ahide.
(Jnseen, ye :ttill march hy our ,gide
To help tts keep the Jitith sublime
Along the battlefi"ortt of Time.

Following the signing of the Armistice on November 1 I ,, 1918,
the Royal Newfoundland Regirnent formed part of the Allied Army
of Occupation which entered Germany. The Regiment was billeted
at Cologne and Hilden from December 7,1918, up unti l  Decernber
18, 1918. The demobtlization of the Regiment started on November
25, 1918, at the depot in St. John's and continued until November
20, 1919 , when our famed and beloved Regiment official ly
disbanded.

* * * *

During my research, I came across a very poignant quote from a
WWl British Officer (name unknown) who returned to the battlefield
i n  I  9 1 9 :

Yesterday I visited the battlefield of last,vear. The place
was scarcely recognizable. Instead o.f a w-ilderness o.f
grottnd tont up by shell, the ground was a garden ctf wild



.flowers ancl tall grasse,s. Most remarkable oJ'all was the
appearance o/' many thousands of'white butte(lies which

fluttered around. It was as if the souls of the dead soldiers
had come to haunt the spot where so mony /bil. h was eerie
to see them. And the silence! It was so still that I could
almost hear the beat of the butterflies' wings. (Rob
Ruggenb erg.The Heritage o.f The Great War)

* * * *

A fitting poem for every mother's son who did not come home
appeared tn The Veteran Magazine in October of 1928:

A Mother's Armistice Day at The Grave
of the Unknown Soldier at Westminster Abbev

O Lad o'Mine, it seems so long
Since I saw vour sunny smile,
Or heard your voice with its old-time ring
That made my life worth while.
You were all your mother had to give
When the Empire colled Jbr aid,
And ),ott took your place in the Jbremost rank-
Gladly and unafr aid.

And thenJiom aJ'ar this message catne:-
"Your son is missing today."
But there were no tears to bring relie.f-
l:{o pra.ver that mv heart could pray!
The dog,vou loved still waits by the gate,
Bttt he cannot call you back:
You fotutd a grave with the tmknown Dead
AJter the great attack.

They.found a British v,ar"rior is grar-e
Over there on another shore.



Far.fi'om those he loved so w,ell,
And the countr.v he'd see no n'tore.
Then the;,- hrought him back to the land oJ'his hirth,
And tencler$, laid hint down
In the heart ofEngland, with the Kings,
And v,ith such as had won renlwn.

But I knew, it must be voLL Dear Lad,
As I lrnelt there by 1;our side,
For I looked at the flag thctt covered ))ou,
And it tolcl me v,,lry you died:
That its honotrr might ever sacred be,
That the land it waved o'er might live!
I.fanc.,- vou smiled as you gave ltour liJb-
All thut vou had to give.

,So 1 left ltott there, ttl rest, Beloved!
In the huilight sacrecl und dim;
And it makes me happyjus to know
You are safb in keeping of Him.
l{o sotutd o.f battle shall mar yoLtl" peac-e
There in the l{atiouis heart.
Sleep on! Sleep well! The day v;ill dar,wt
When never shall we part.

@y Gladys M. Russell of Bay Roberts, Newfbundland)
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"The Heart and Soul of the Regiment"
- Padre Thomas Nangle

- Wl"ten the War is o'er and yi,rongs are righted,

God is./brgot, and the soldier slighted - Tlte Veteran Maga:ine

There was absolutely no way I could write a book
about those brave and heroic "Fallen Boy Soldiers"
of the Royal Newfoundland Regirnent - WWl and
not include a section dedicated to a very remarkable
man refen'ed to as "The Heart and Soul of' the
Regiment" - Padre Thomas Nangle.

Captain Padre Nangle, later to become
Lieutenant Colonel Nansle. went to his srave
emotionally scarred by the human tragedy the First
World War heaped on soldiers ancl their families.

Partre l{angle

and especially on
mothers.

It was infbrmation gathered during my research on the Regiment
that drove lne to find out as much as I could about this "Soldier-
Priest," and then to co-author with Darrin McGrath the book Soldier
Priest in the Killing Fields o.f'Europe: Padre Thomas l{angle. (DRC
Publishing 2006)

Nangle was born in St. John's and spent nearly two years
desperate ly  t ry ing to  become the Roman Catho l ic  Padre for
our Regirnent.  He f inal ly succeeded in j  o ining his { 'e l low
Newfoundlanders in Europe during October of 1 916. As chaplain of
the Newfoundland Regiment durin,e the Great War, he played a major
role in administering to the spiritual needs of soldiers in the trenches.
burying the dead, consoling the wounded. comforting anguished



families, and motivating the often war-rar,ished troops.
This Newfoundland "Man-of-the-cloth. Messenger of the Prince

of Peace, and God's Disciple in the Trenches" often risked his own
life to be with the men from all denor-ninations who needed him in
the front-lines. F{is heroic dedication to "Ours" in the trenches caused
him a shoulder wound inApril, 1918, and he was subsequently sent
to London to recuperate.

An unknown author writing in The hfew,foundland Magazine in
March of I 919 succinctly described Captain Thomas Nangle,, and
his role as chaplain to the Newfoundland Regiment - WW 1 :

...Wken the nur"ges and doctors had given up of saving
the li/b of the vic'tirn of war, the chaplain persisted to the
last in the fight to save the,;oul. It was his privilege to take
the place oJ'theJother and mother, sister and w,ifb, son and
daughter at the death bed oJ'their loved ones. Antid the
roar of the guns and the bursting shells and surtounded by
the hideous din qf w,ar, the messengers oJ'the Prince of
Peace calrnly per.f ornted their duty ... .Among those who so
ardentlv pressed their claims w,as the sub.ject qf this article,
the Reverend Captain Thomas lllangle. He has been to the
vetV gates o/'hell on eartlt w-hich we call w,Ar. He has been
in the thick qf it, o.ften, as Governor Davidson put it,'repeatedlv working under "fir"e, regardless of the
instrttctions that he should keep out oJ- it.'Of such stffi
IVangle. u,as made. The broad rninded spirit o/'the tnan
rai,sed him ehov,e pett.v sectarictnism and he bestowed
trtraise alike on tnen o/-all denorninations.... Thank God,
there were such tnen as he, to light into the Dark Valley oJ'
the Shadow, ofDeath so many of aur brave hoys who will
never return lo their homeland...

Captain Leo C. Murphy of the Newfoundland Regiment
described the sudden unexpected appearance of Padre Nangle into a
fiont-line trench dugor-rt somewhere in France in i 916:

It s dark in the clugaut - the candle burns loyr-! Comes a



heatry step and a cheer/ul voice. A stulw-art.fbnn darkens the
entrance and makes itself knov,n... It is 'Padre Nangle',.
beloved q/'the Regiment und alwrq,s welcome./or his genial
personulity and pleasant company. (Th, Veteran Magazine -
re2t)

A 1917 St. John's newspaper article entitled "O.f/icial Report"
commented on a letter Brigadier-General Caley of the 88th British
Infantry Brigade wrote to Newfoundland Governor Davidson highly
praising Padre Nangle's courage durine the Battle of Monchy: The
Chaplain, the Reverencl Thontcts liangle,show,ed himself' absolutely
.fearless on this da_v-, being constuntly qnrlrr the heaviest.fire.

Corporal Gus Galgay of St. John's, who was severely wounded
in the arm at Monchy-le-Preux, spoke of Padre Nangle in a letter he
wrote to his mother from his bed in Wandsworth Hospital in England.
He said "Dear Father l{angle was quite near the Regiment when we
advanced. He did some wonderful v,ork.for oLtr poor v,ounded chaps.
He is vvell liked b), oll and his ggod w,ork is appreciated hlt all. "
(lVew,spaper article entitled "Yotrng Hero W'ites." Mey, 2, 1917)

At war's end, the Prime Minister of Newfoundland asked Lt. Col.
Nangle to return to Gallipoli and Europe as director of War Graves
Registration, Enquiries and Memorials tbr the Dominion of
Newfoundland. The government also appointed him as our country's
representative on the Imperial War Graves Cornmission. In his newly
appointed positions, he was responsible for personally supervising
the exhumation of known graves, the construction of
Newfoundland's fifteen war graveyards in Er-rrope and Gallipoli, the
building of fir'e very impressive Newfoundland Regiment Caribou
Memorials (four in France and one in Belgium), and the construction
and unveiling of Ner,vfoundland's National War Memorial in St.
John's.

I may s(t.y thst Captctirt Nongle 
"J 

the Royal
I{ev,Jbundland Regiment has been detailed b), this
Department to turclertuke in France and Belgium, the v,ork
of'ntarkiug artd having registered the isoloted graves and



bodies of the l{ettbundland soldiers, and. having thern
placed in Militarv Cemeterie,s. Thi.s ty,ctrlc is expec:ted to
prove vety sttccessJLtl, and vtith this in view it is hoped that
your sonig grave will be ettentually located, where it will
be remot,ed to a British Military* Cemeterv-. (excerpt from
August L, 1919, letter that Lt. Col. Rendell, Chief Staff
Officer for the Regiment, wrote William Hancock, father
of missing Private Albert Hancock of St. John's.)

Following the war, Nangle served a term as president of the Great
War Veterans Association of Newfoundland. In early 1926, the war
weary Nangle would walk away from the priesthood and the R.C.
Church and immigrate to the far-off British Colony of Southern
Rhodesia, where he would eventually meet, court and marry Thelma
Watkinson, and raise four children: Timothy, Hugh, Rory, and
\{avourneen.

Hugh Nangle, a retired federal government civil servant and
tbnner journalist who resides in Ottawa, said his t-ather often spoke
about his work in creating the battlefield memorials to the fallen of
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment in Europe, and the National
Memorial in St. John's. Hugh tells also of the relentless devotion
and respect his father had for the families of the fallen, especially
the mothers:

He said it was part of his commitment to the mothers
and si,sters ctf ltlev,fbundlancl. This tr+,as e point he macle
again and again. Dad had an enortnous admirationJbr the
w-onlen qf Arewfoundland. He said thev tryere the backbone
rsf the country... Dacl fblt there \4)as a heavy dutl, on hi,s
conscience to rememher the /allen because man)) had died
as a result o/'his recruiting work. A lot of the nten had
responded to his recruitment effort,s...

During the war, Padre Nangle was asked by the Newfoundland
government to colre home and conduct periodic recruitment drives.
As a well loved and respected individual with tremendous
communication abilities, he was very successful in his recruiting
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endeavors. This became a double edged su ord and one that would
bother him for the rest of his life. Hugh Nangle said his dad felt
something of a personal responsibility for so many of his fallen
comrades, especially the "youngsters," because many of them
enlisted after taking part in his recruitment sessions:

Father v)as mortdied by the loss oJ'life.... Harder still
was exhuming and trlting to identify individuals and re-
burying them. Realizing that so many weren't identified or
were missing devastated _father. It was almost as tltough
each body identified u,as a victorlt, ancl those who were not
vv*€re an enornlous loss fbr him. a defbat.

J J

World War One left an indelible mark on the Nangle family,
particularly on Thomas and Thelma Nangle. Hugh recalls tn 1952^
shortly after his seventeenth birthday, he raised the question of
making the rnilitary a career with his father while home in Rhodesia
from boarding school. Hugh was very excited because he w,as one
of only four pupils in the entire school invited to attend a special
session with military recruiting officers. My mother b reactiotl v'es
a.flaring reJusal. She declared that ' no son of mine w,as going to be
colonial cannonfodder'and she **es absolutely opposed to a career
in the military.

Hugh said his father's response was more measured:
His Jirm opposition was based on his experience as the

Padre with the Royal Nevfoundland Regiment during and
immedia,tely after World War One. He explained that the
most dfficult aspect of his work v,as dealing v,ith the
'youngsters, no older than you are today,'who h)ere in the
Regiment. In many cases it /bll to him to write theJctmilies of
those killed or wounded in battle because their O;t'Jicers were
either womded or killed themselves. He lenew many oJ the
parents directfu, either having been at school **ith their sons,
or as parishioners in the various areas where he was posted
by the Roman Catholic Church.

He said in realily, it was the parents who bore the brunt of
war, most especictlly 71r" Mothers and sisters o/'the 'brryt'v,ho

wete lost bore an atffil burden. It rippe.d his gfi out writing



the letters and knowing how.t'inal his worcls w-rnrld be.
He explained to me that the ksss ofj,oung people was one

o.f the primary reesot"ts he visited nearh, evety cotntnunie in
Ir{ewfoundlancl .from u'here tho,se members of' the Ro1,q1
I'lewfbundland Regiment came. Most oJ'the visits 14,ere h),
hitching rides on the line oJ'rail, u,here the conductors v,ould
let him alJ'at the potnt nearest to an outport, village or tovtn.
He would spend time visiting the Jamilies before moving on.
It ,,*cts to fiy and bring closm'e to the loss of a son/hrother
and to make the family understand that it tuos ttot a futile
loss.

Former premier Joseph Smallwood told Hugh Nangle that his
father's visits to Newfoundland comrnunities made him the best-
known and most beloved man in Newfoundland in the immediate
post war period.

King v, a r- titne. (IArh i ft-v" A lbu m )

Lt. Col. Nangle and Gray,e.s Team e.thtuning bodies in post-v,ar France
(Whittl' Album)

George I/ ,-isitiug gt'aves tfuring
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\flar's Forgotten Casualties - Mothers
- The Battle's o'er, Victor.v won, great the lo,gs

oJ m_v clarling son. GrAve epitaph a.f C.L.B. soldier in Frcnce

Padre Thomas Nangle had great affection, respect and caring for the
"Mothers of Newfoundland." While writing this book, the feelings
he had fbr the soldiers'mothers resonated with rne.

In 1919, Lt. Colonel Nangle wrote of his great disappointnrcnt
at being unable to identify all the graves of those killed in S'\\'l :

The Battle Exploit Memorial,s are beirtg eret'ted b.t'
other Dontinions to shov, Europe and the Wbrld v,hat the
Dominions have done. The,v ure monuments to out'
Glorious Dead and to our.jtt,st as gktrintts survit,ors. Thq,
are tnonuments to the motlters that hore such brave soi,,\'
and the land that bred them. (Padre Nangle in the early
post-war years as quoted by military historian Norm
Christie in his book For King and Cauntryt)

Of the 272 fallen "Boy Soldiers" whom I have been able to
identify, a dauntin g ll4 have no known graves. Not knowing where
their boys were buried was surely, as Nangle realized, a l i felong
hearlache fbr families, and especially for the mother who had given
birth to such brave sons.

Julia Horwood wrote about the wartime role of mothers and
wives in the 1916 edition of The DistalJ'- a Ner,vfoundland paper
written by and for the Colony's women:



The sacri/ices which wer enteils ure not restricted to the
men who go fbrth to joiu the colours, but extend to their
w'otnen and children at home. The,se socri/ices are for the
most part borne uncomplaininglv; in the case a.f France,
most heroicalb,, /b, these rnctthers and v;iv-e,s vie v,ith their-
husbands ancl sons in patriotisnt and brat erlt. It is then but
fuir thal these v,onten yvho are sharing in the sacriJices being
made.fbr home and cluty, shoulcl knov, that u,hat they are
enduring is not yuithout appreciation. (The Distaff - 1916,
M.U.N. - CNIS)

Horwood went on to tell of the extremely important role played
by women of the New'foundland Women's Patriotic Association's
Visiting Committee, under the leadership of Lady Davidson:

Ilaturall-v the most irnportant part of the visitor s work
consists in calling upan the relatives of those whose na.ntes
occur in the casualry, list. When soldiers or naval reserves
rtre in hospital, they too are visited by mernbers oJ'the
comrnittee.... It is gratifytng to learn that the visits are well
received by all clas,ges, and are understood in the spirit in
which they are intended, as canying the ,sympathy of'the
W.P.A. to the anxious and the hereaved.

The Wornen's Patriotic Association (w.P.A) of Newfoundland
consisted mainly of women who wanted to do their part to assist
soldiers fighting in the war, and to offer assistance to families and
loved ones of military personnel in Newfoundland.

War Work of the 
'W.P.A.: 

Beyond the "Comforts"

The W.P"A. v,as not a nttrrowlv organized group with a
simple agenda. While the groult s primary,.focus ltad heen
the praductiort oJ' 'com.fbrts,'the c:ontinuation of the war
into I9l5 and be,vond saw ltlewfoundland wonten assunte
increased ta,sk,s in health care, the Red Cross and in the
general v,el./are oJ'lleutfbundlanders, both at home and



overseas. The W.P.A.is ltisiting Committee, .t'br example,
kept in conlact v;ith the parents and relatives of the
Newfbundland volunteers ancl nut,al reservists tvho had
gone oversea:i B"y" F-ebruar.v l9I9, the W.PA. Visiting
Committee had macle I I, 27A visits in the St. John's
district..."From the beginning o/'the war until 1916, the
Red Cro,ss branch o.l'the W.P.A. In St" Johnk, along with
215 otttport branches had succesqfully pt'oduced a quarter
d'a million hospitol end surgic'ul supplies.

...The Canaclictn Red Cro,ss Societv, on Janrtary 1917,
set out to ascertain the.fbasihility of'maktng sphagnum moss
surgical dressirtp;s and rietermined, through trial and errct4
thst it coulcl acquire some oJ'the best materials in coastal
provinces. While it has been suggested that onlyJbur centres;
Montreal, ktronto, Halifax ancl Saint John, were involved in
the collectirsn oJ'sphagnum moss and its preparation .fbr
surgical dressings, reports show that there w-as a W.P.A.
Branch at Flat Islands, Bonr;istct BAv,, where hoatloads o./'
wotnen went to strrounding islands to collec't rnoss. The
women then v,ashed, dried, sortecl, and packaged the moss

.for shipment to Englanrl.(Gale D. Wamen. 2005 MLN
History Research Paper (Master's Degree)

The W.P.A. helped address the social and recreational needs of
First World War servicemen in Newfoundland by managing and
running places like the Soldier and Sailor's Club on Water Street and
the Caribou Hut in the regimental barracks in St. John's. The
organrzation also supported the "Cot Fund" fbr a Newfoundland
ward of 30 beds in the St. John Arnbulance Brigade hospital at
Etaples, France, and another 246 beds in war hospitals in the United
Kingdom and France. The Newfoundland section of The Daughters
of The Empire also contributed much to the war effofi. Eliza Petten,
four year president of the Flat Islands W.P.A., was recognized by
Newfoundland Governor Aldardyce with the coveted honour
"Member of the British Empire" (M.B.E.) for her untiring efforts
during the First Worlcl War.
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Lady Isobel Morris of the ]r.lewfounclland War Contingent
Association, London, England wrote a very compelling letter to the
mothers of Newfoundland servicemen that was featured in The
Distal/' in 191 6:

To The Mothers

Dear Mothers of Oru" Heroes;-

I have been asked to yvrite a fbv, ',+,ords /br this little
magazine. It was m1, privilege./br u reer^ to visit the hospital
at Wandsworth at least once a yveek, and ver?* often tw'ice a
week, and to lmow that our dear bovs w^€r€ glocl to see
'sonleone_fro* home.'It w,As charming to watch their"fa,ces
light up, and to "/ind in most ceses that iJ'thq, did not knov,
me personally, I w,as./amiliar with their names , and htew
their parents or near relalions, and the di/ferent parts of the
Island which had the honour to give them birth.

I w*a,\ the.first to hear the news o/'the 'Great Push'o.f'
Jttly 1", 'the Battle of the Sontme,'h,l'tere so many o/'our
'bravest ancl hest'laid doyvn their lives so gloriously on
the /ield oJ'honour Jbr King and Country,.

Tb walk through the u,arcls of 'Our'hospital, as we ma!,
well name the 3''d London General at Wondsworth, through
rows af'dear 'broken' wottnded on that duy v,as indeed an
experience never to be forgotten. Sorne 200 had arrived
only the night before, and more were still conting in. While
I was speaking to those in one ward, a sister came in Jiom
another ward, and said 'Oh, clo come to w-ard C - the_v
have heard you are here, and are asking./br vou.'It thrilled
me with mingled pride and son'ow to see those dear brave
lads bearing thetr pain tvith such grit! But the tale oJ'how
v,ell they.fought ancl su/Jbred has it not heen abl7, told b1,
man), pens inJinitely more competent than nty humble one.
The charge oJ' the gallant lttewfoundlanders oJ- the
Incomparahle 29'h Division on that rnemorahle .Iuly l" v:ill
be told bv many a.firesicle, ancl thrill the heart,E of'sons and
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daughters long years aJter we hove. passed awat-. In every
hospital and convalescent home I visited, the matrons, sisters
and nurses had nothing bfi praise.for our dear soldiers, So
well behat ed, so good looking, so grate/ul .fbr all that was
done for them, and such patience and fortitude in bearing
the trtain o/-tuounds, or the dreadful dysentery contracted
during the Gallipoli campaign, and in Egvpt. I am protrd to
be one of the 'mothers.' In the words of the General who
commatlded them: 'J{e*-fowtdlanders, I salute voLt.'

Wandsworth Hospital in London, England, where so many
Newfoundlanders recuperated from illness or wounds suffered in
battle and where some died - eighteen members of the Royal
Newfoundland Regiment are buried in Wandsworth Cemetery - was
the subject of a poem by Newfoundland poet Dan Carroll, writing
under the pen-name "Nell." The poem was featured in the January
27,1916, edition of the St. John's Evening Telegrant:

Wundsworth

Oh! Gentle Sister of the ward,
Tbll me that news again:
"His w,ounds are healed and he is well,
Looks bright and .free .fiom pain. "

Oh, daughter of sweet ChariQ,
Christ's blessings on thee pou9
And God oJ'Mercy, send me back,
My soldier boy ot'tce tnore....

Accept this sacrqfice, withhold
Thy angerfrom tlte earth!
Thy outraged Justice stal;, oh Lord,
Let Peace again have birth!
A million mothers-hea.rts, grief-torn,
Prostrate be/bre Thee bencl,'
Mother oJ'Him who died.for all
Thy iTrrsrcession lend !.



Mothers and widows of Canadian soldiers ancl sailors who were
killed or died on active sen ice, or r,vho subseciuently died as a result of
active service, were recognized by the Canadian government with the
initiation of a commemorative "Memorial C,ross" - more commonly
known as "The Silver Cross." If the mother and widow of the
serviceman were still alive, a Siiver Cross u'as given to each of them.

The first Silver Cross was presented in honour of Prir.'ate Philip
Lariviere, a Metis soldier from Manitotra who was killed on August
11, 1918, while serving with the Canadian Mounted Rifles. All told,
the Canadian government awarded some 51.500 Silver Crosses to
mothers and widows of slain servicemen during WW l.

The Silver Cross was a Canadian commemorative honour and even
though Newfoundland did not become a part of Canada until March
3 1, 1 919,I did find one WW1 Newfoundland Silver Cross mother. Her
name is Ida Blackall of St. John's, wife of Dr. W. Blackall, and the
medal was given in honour of their son, Private Herbert William
Blackall. He was kiiled on October 30. 1917, at23 years of age, while
scn ins ri'ith the Canadian Infantry - Alberla Regirnent.

Private Blackall left Canada as a Company Sergeant-Major with
the 9th Reserve Battalion, but rerrefted back to the rank of Private in
order to go to the Front where he later died. His body was never
recovered, and as such, his name appears on the Ypres (Menin Gate)
Memorial. His medal is part of the Dr. W. Blackall collection at The
Rooms Archives.

In January of 2AA9, Otttawa made changes to the eligibil i ty
criteria to ensure that tire Silver Cross is appropriate to present day
campaigns and conflicts. and allowing fbr widowers to receive the
commemoration.

While researching Silver Cross mothers I came across a
magnificent story ot'sacrilice by a Canadian rnotlier. Charlotte Susan
Wood, a British subject. moved to Canada in 1905 with her husband
and children. Mrs. Wood had eleven sons who fought in the King's
Fighting Services during World War One,, and five paid the supreme
sacrifice. In July of 1936, Mrs. Wood laid a wreath ar the Tomb of
The Unknown Soldier in London's Westminster Abbey on behalf of
all Canadian Silver Cross mothers and widows. While at the Abbey,
Mrs. Wood was introduced to King Edward VIII and asked him:
"Why did so many die? " He replied, "Please God, Mrs. Wood, it



shall never hoppen again!

The first official mention of Newfoundland mothers being
involved with Mernorial Services, which I could find, was that of an
unidentified Newfoundland mother whose three sons died in WW 1
and who laid a wreath at the Sergeants' Memorial on July 2, 1922.
E,ver since 1950 the Royal Canadian Legion has chosen a Memorial
Cross mother or widow to place a wreath on the National Memorial
each year on Remembrance Day - November 1 1.

* * * *

In Newfbundland terms, mothers were "betrveen a rock and a
hard place" when it came to agreeing to let their sons and hr-rsbands
go off to war - a truly emotional conundrum. In her book Mothers
of Heroe,s, Mothers o.f'Marry-rs: Workl W'ar One and the politics o./'
grieJ'Q007), author Suzanne Evans discusses recruitment pressure
directed at mothers to encrourage their husbands and sons to join the
war efTort, including the highly der, 'eloped Brit i :h and C'rinrit i ir in
government's wartime propaganda campaign of using radio and
newspapers and eye-catching public posters, all aimed at rnothers.
For the mothers who encouraged their men folk to go off to war, one
can only imagine how they felt after being rrotified that their loved
one had been killed or gone missing.

In the past, I have often refbrred to mothers as "unsung heroines"
but now, after much research for my books, I have expanded *y
referral tetms to "unsung Heroines and War's Forgotten Casualties."
Make no wonder Padre Thomas Nangle had such an affection and
respect ficr the mothers of World War One servicemen!

I sincerely hope someone will soon step forward and create a
lasting public memorial to the mothers of servicemen, and to women
who have lost their l ives in wars, confl icts and peacekeeping
missions. I can think of no better place than Newfbundland and
Labrador to initiate such a project(s) - "Lest We Forget." I can
envisage a sculpture clf a larger than life mother,, waving her hand in
a gesture of Good hye ttnd God Speed, located in the area of the
King's Beach Park on Water Street, near the r,vharf-. This is not fbr
from the actual site where so manv thclusands of WWI soldiers ancl
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sailors departed on their final trip.
The first official Newfoundland rnemorial to the fallen

members of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment in St. John's was
the Sergeants' Memorial, situated at the bottom of Garrison
Hil l lGower Street. This remembrance monnment, which was
unveiled on July 3, 1921, was in honour of the Sergeants of the
Regiment who died during WW1. The sincere appreciation of the
mothers of those tallen heroes was summed up in a letter written
to the Great War Veterans Association in 1921:

As the mother o/'two soldiers 'v,lro went to the Great
War and died' I cannot re.fiain.fi'om writing to express
my great appreciation of' the ,splendid act oJ- the
Sergeants of the Royctl Newfounclland Regiment in
erecting a Monuntent to their".fallen comrades, not only I
(one o.f my sons had been a Sergeant) hut I atn convinced
all mothers of l{ewJbundland soldiers, perhaps nxore
especiully mothers o.f Sergeants will ./bel a deep sense o.f
a/fbctionate gratitude, towards those yvho'rernembered,'
who have show,n hov, much they appreciated the high
courage and self sacri/ice of their brothers in arms. (The
Veteran Magazine - September 1921)

Governor ond Mrs. Allardvce, G.[4/.V.A. mernlters, Padre Itlangle at
ground-breaking ceremon);./br Ncttionql War Mentorial, St. John s - 1923

(LVhitn,Albam)
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"Mother of the Regiment"
- Muy F urlong...the boy,s she loved so v,ell . . . . . ...

The Evening Telegrant

"She Sleeps Silently and Well, Her Work Done." This was the title
of an article paying tribr"rte to Miss May Furlong, lovingly and
respectfully referred to as the "Mother oJ"the Regimenl," which
appeared in the July 1938 edition of The Veteran Magazine.

Accompanying the magazine article was a picture of eleven
executive mernbers of the Gr:eat War Veterans Association
(G.W.V.A.) at the graveside of Miss Furlong on July 1, 1938. The
fbllowing caption appeared beneath the picture:

Miss Mav Furlong, Honourary President of the GWVA,
and.familiarly known as the 'Mother o.f'the Regiruent,'died
January 1", last. Miss Ftu'long was actively associated
with the Regiment during the v,ar -vears and after with the
GWVA, ttp to the time o/'her death. Dttring the war she
helped to provide com.fbrts Jbr our Sailors and Soldiers
and since eoch year helped organize 'Forget-Me-lVot'and
'Popp1,'Da1t5. On the Anniversatv of the Battle o.f
Beaumont-Hantel, on Jttl.v l't, last, Executive Mernbers oJ'
the Daminion Command (GWVA) ancl St. John s Branches
paid trihute to her memor.v by visitirtg her grave in
Belvedere Cemeterl;, and dec'orutittg the: grave witlt
Forget-Me-lt[ots.

May Furlong (1870-i938) was bom in St. . lohn's,  the daughter



of Patr ick and Carol ine (Wil l iarns) Fur long. Up unt i l  1920, she
carried on an extremely successful business on Water Street which
specialized in women's apparel. In a 1915 article in the Colottiul
Commerce Magazine, her business was described as "the leading
Dress-making and Milli.nerj, e.stablishment in the cit1,. "

Miss Furlong was a very bright and progressive woman who
didn't mind priblicly erpressing her r,iews on modern worrlen and
their influence on society. as was evident in her dedicated "tr|/omen iE
Section" af The Velera,n Magnzins. " To me, the fact of the magazine
having a dedicated women's section also demonstrated the
progressive attitude of the Great War Veterans Association. These
were men who fought for, and whose many comracles died tbr,
human rights and freedom of speech.

May Furlong visited the Newfoundland Regiment at stobbs
Camp in Scotland during the war, arrd she r:aised many thousands of
dollars for veterans through her efforts and leadership in fundraising
activities. Miss Furlong may not have been a biological mother, but
she was a loving and caring surrogate rnother to her adopted
servicemen - sons r.vho fought in WW1. Iler outstanding legacy
shoulcl not be lost to history, and she should be remembered,
colnllcnrorated, and celebrated for her deeds. The work done by May
Furlong and other mernbers of the G.W.V.A. Ladies Auxil iary was
not lost on Field Marshall Douglas Haig rnho publicly recognized
thern by presenting thein with an autographed picture when he was
in St. John's for the unveiling of the Newfoundland National War
Memorial on Julv 1^ 1924.

The following is an excerpt fi'om May Furlong's January 3, 1938,
obituary in The Evening Telegram:

... During the Wur years I I I 4-
I91 B she w*as an ardent worker in the
caltse 

"J 
the Women's Patriotic

Association snd 7i:us gt'eut'ltr; irlytrutruO
in the welfhre a.f'the 'hoyl;' rs.f the
hlett/oundland Regirnent, nxany ,J



whom ,,+'il l recull her kindnes,s to them w-hen she visited

l,onr{on /lVandsr,r'orth l{ospital) dur"ing the v,ar.

.4t the t'lose of'the w,nr she w'ns utrtiring iu lter efJisrts

to ul{et,igte tlistres"E (imongst ex-servicente.n. She w'us,.fbr

G gr€{lt number Qf'},esrs (17) Pre,sident oJ' the Ladie,s

Att.riliurl: of' the {}reat War l/elerttns Associutiott and

gserf rsnner{ yeolnan ,sert;ice in the G.t4:'.1'lA. in the

organi:atiorc o.f' the Annual (Farget-Me-Not) Poppj; I)oy

Co{f e.c{ion...
She v,us ktrotvtt to the G.\T:L'.A. as the 'Mother a,/'the

Regiment'antl her honre on LYuterfbrct Bridge Roud v,as

named 
'Coribou Hill ' in rnemar.v of'the bo\,,s she loved ,so

tt,e{f. She rer:eiyetl Tlte Ortler o/' tha British Empire

fO.B.E.) in the Coronation Honours in recognition of her

service,s to the cause of'the ex-sets'icemen..."

f , . \ ' r ' r  f t l l t ' r '

Frcnt rov' {!-t"} : l,tr,s'

Butk rou' {!-i"i. '  i 'k1'.

{;.tr\/.tr|A. Ladies' ,4u"ri l iurt ' - lq2}

. A Brrsv,ning, Mi,;.v Mav Furlrstrg (Pre,sident)

u nd h'lt'.s. ll4ucKeen.

B. f)it:ks, fu{r:;. .1.8. lVfit("hell, l{rs. ,Iunet ̂ ,ilvre

und lrtrs. Kearle.t,.

{ T I t t' LL' t c t'u tt .14 tt.gt t: i t t t )



H*rold A4itchell" Ri\t1? I,YL|/'1 L'eterun, liouttder und {irst President
r$'the Great Ltr'ar I'btet'ctns Associutian

{7'he [,ercrutt fuIagnzi ne )
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The Great Var Veterans Association (G.\trV.A.)
- Those who died have welded us togetlter...Lt. Col A.E. Bernard

The above words are those of Lt. Col. A.E,. Bernard, former president
of the G.W.V.A. and WWI veteran/ hero who was awarded the
Military Cross and the French Croix de Guerre for bravery in the
face of the enemy. On the eve of his departure from Newfoundland
in 1922 he commented on the ties that bound the members of the
G.W.V.A. together:

LiJb is made up aJ'meetings and partings, end v,e, who served
side b),side in the Great Wat shall ever bear the mentories of bitter
parting,s fiom good and hetter.fiiends. Those who have died have
w-elded us together yt,ith trnbreakable bonds, and it is up to those of
us w,ho are left to stand Jirm logethe4 w,hatever disappointments or
hardships come our rv-ev, 'to honour all men; love the hrotherhood;

Jbar God: Honour the King.'

The G.W.V.A. of Newfoundland was the forerunner to what we
know today as the Royal Canadian Legion Newfoundland
Command:

The Great War Wterans As,goc:iation v;as cctnceived in
the minds oJ'the rnen ytho w,ent overseos witlt the. First
Contingent. On the soclden Plains of Salisburls and in
Flanders./ields, thev.fbrnted a vety definite otrtinion thnt an
organization of' I'bterons w,ould be necessat), to spare
lVewJbundloncl ./ionr the shame of.failure to deal .fairf; vtffl,1
the Women who Gave and the men Who Braved....Those men



o./ the Regiment w,ho t^:erc btol;en earlv in.flight lost no time
banding thernselve,s trigt:ther on their return to
l{ev;t'itttndlund. B.t, the "sstrirtg rt- I g I B thi.s rtrgunization had
been .fbrnted. Today the ot'ganizution compri,ses eighteen
bt"snches ancl over -fbur thousuntl members and covers
l{ewfinntr{lund us no other exi,sting organization does. Since
its "fonnation the G.w:tr/.A. hus been respctrtsible.fbr great$t
improvtng the condition of pensioners and ex-servicemen
generally.... They have supltorted constitutional methods o.f
procedure and have a,ssistecl to maintain law and order
where suc-h has been seriottslu threcttened. In little tnore than
three )t€ars of it:; existenc'e, the G.WaV.A. ha,s accomplished
more than it,s Jbunders ever hoped.fbr. The organization has
obtained and retained the conJidence a/" the citizens of
l{ewfounclland to a rernarkuhle degree. Although it has hither
to reJiainetl.flom participating in palitical campaigns, its
tremendous palitical potentiq litt, is recognized by all.... (The
Veteran Magazine. December, 1921)

Harold Mitchell, returned wounded soldier, was founder and first
president of the Great War Veterans Association. One of the greatest
lcgacy instruments left by the G.W.V.A. was The Veteran Magazine,
an irnportant historical treasure trove which takes us back in time,
and allows us to listen to the words and opinions of our brave
servicemen who gave us their all.

Prit;ute Joseph .Juliun Oorman
oJ Ilarhour [Jreton, died in the

Cit.t, l:evcr Hostrtital in Edinburglr

P r iv a t e J o uc h i nt lvl u rph.v-
!Wund;, Pond Road, St. John s.

D ied rf',t h t"upne\ v.ound on
Hospitul ship fuIorea
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The Church Lads Brigade
- Thel,Jbught the good Jight
Colonel Adrian Heffernan C.L.B.

The young men and officers of the cadet organizations - Church
Lads Brigade; Catholic Cadet Corps; Newfoundland Highlanders;
and Methodist Gtiards - played an extremely irnportant role in
supplying recruits for the war effofi, especially for the Blue Puttees.
Many of these cadets and their leaders went on to distinguish
themselves in the Great War, and many would eventually give the
supreme sacrifice.

It is not often advisable to single out any one group of people for
their contribution but I believe it would be remiss of me if I did not
give special recognition to the C.L.B. This non-denominational
Newfoundland and Labrador youth movement, which gave so much
in hurnan sacrifice during WW 1 ,, is still molding and supporting our
most valuable resource - our children.

The C.L.B. was the flrst cadet corps to be fbrmed in
Newfoundland on November 1 I , 1 892, and its illustrious longevity
is linked to the abilitv. determination and commitment of its senior
people.

The C.L.B. ArmoLrry in St. John's was voluntarily passed over
to the Newfoundland Regiment in August of 1914, and it remained
as the headquarters of the Regiment for the duration of the war
(1914-1918). The original blue puttees (lower leg coverings) issued
to the First 500 volunteers came fiom the C"L.B. Quartermaster's
Stores.

The cornmitment given to the war efTort by the international
C.L.B. was astonishing. By N.4ay of  1915. some 50,000 of i ts



members had joined His Majesty's Fighting Forces. There were a
very irnpressive number of gallantry awards \\'on by C.L"B. Members
i n  W W l :

22Yrctoria Crosses (One being Private Thomas Ricketts, R.I{.R.)
175 Distinguished Conduct Medals
131 Mil itary Crosses
498 Military Medals
19 Croix de Guerre (France)

There were 108 C.L.B. Members amongst the 538 I't Contingent
Blue Puttees who left Newfbundland for overseas in October of
1914" In total, there were 132 C.L.B.(Tl,lewfoundland) meinbers who
lost their lives in WWl. Ail thirteen of the lads who joinecl from the
small Trinity Bay comrnunity of Heart's Content died in the Great
War.

Fight the Good Fight

When darkne,ss assail,s us it leads to the light,
Strengthening yveakne,ss, guiding the strong,
Helping eac:h lad to shun v,hat is wrong
A stay to the luds who, in The Greut War,
Left home,.fiiends and loved one,g, trs see them no tnore.

The"r- set un exampleJbr me and.frtr you,
Sttll guided on b.v their rnotto so true.
Their souls have gone on to that Heaven of'Light,
Sttll the echo comes hack to us -
'Fight the Good Fight.'
(Compliments of J.V. Rabbitts C.L.B.)



('hurch I"ads Brigade R,fit Teaw l9l2
(Courtesl' o./' C.L' B. Archives )
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Memo rial Package and Medals
- He Died For Freedom .. Kingis Memorial Plaque

During WW I , it was ultimately agreed by King George V that a
commemorative process and an accompanying memorial package
would be adopted in the U.K. and the British Empire in relation to
the death of persons, as a consequence of the war. The chronological
commemorative process in Newfoundland consisted of: a
government telegram to a respective clergyman, or intirnate family
fiiend for personal face to face death notification. After confirmation
of the face to face notification, a government telegram officially
notifying of the soldier's death was sent to next-of-kin; also a
personal letter of sympathy from the Newfoundland Government
(usually from the Colonial Secretary); an official Government
Cornmemorative Scroll; and a message from the King, which
accompanied the British Memorial Scroll and Memorial Plaque. The
respective war medals would follow the Memorial Package in due
course. An official typewritten receipt would have to be signed by
the next-of-kin upoll receipt of the Memorial Plaque and receipt of
war medals; this was done to ensure the mernorial items had been
received.

The respective war memorialslmonumentslplaquesimilitary
graveyards and headstones for the fallen were the final components
of the memorial process for servicemen who gave up their lives in
WW I . From the very first military cemetery I visited during the
Regiment's 2006 Pilgrimage to France and Flanders I irnrnediately
gained a profound respect for the Commonwealth War Graves



Commission (CWGC) and the tremendous rvork they do/have done
in paying honour to the fallen of wars passed. The CWGC got its
beginnings in 1914 when Sir Fabian Ware. at the age of 45 years,
was too old to join the British Army. so he became the commander
of a rnobile unit of the Red Cross. As the rvar's death toll began to
rise, Ware became deeply saddened by the staggering loss of human
life, and his caring and wisdom iecl him to establish a graves
registration system to enslrre that the grave sites of these brave
servicemen and women would be fbrever known.

In 1915, Fabian Ware's Red Cross Unit was absorbed into the
British Army as the Graves Registration Cornmission. In 19 l7 , the
nalne was changed to the Imperial War Graves Commission in 1960,
it becarne the Cotnmonwealth War Graves Commission. Since its
eariy meager beginnings under Sir Fabian Ware, the CWGC has
constructed some 2,5A0 war cemeteries and plots, erected headstones
over graves and, in instances where the remains are missing,
ri 'r:Cribu-d the names of the dead on pennanent memorials. Over one
rnillion casualties are now commelnorated at military and civil sites
in some 150 countries. including Newfbundland and Labrador. The
CWGC's corporate mandate is clearly arliculated in their statement
of principles which states:

Eac'h q/'the dead ,shrnild be comnlemorated hy name on
the headstone or mernorial. Headstones and memorials
should be permanent. Heaclstones should be uniform. There
shrruld be no distinction rnade of'uccount of military or civil
rank, race rtr c:reed. (CWGC Wbbsite www.cwgc.org)

Lt. Colonel Padre Thomas Nangle c.F., RNR, as Newfoundland's
director of War Graves Registration and Enqr-iiries, was our country's
liaison person on the CWGC during and after WW I .

veterans Affairs Canada (VAC) has done yeoman service in
relation to preseruing and honouring the memory of our servicemen,,
the resting places of lallen soldiers, and the battles grounds of Europe
(Belgium and France) were our brave militarry personnei fought and
died in WW1.



In relation to Newfoundland, VAC has donc an outstanding job
in the upkeep and preservation of the Beaumont-Hamel Park in
France, thus ensuring that the exceptional early efforts of Lt. Colonel
Nangle; Captain Basil Gotto,, Brit ish sculptor; Rudolph Cochius,
landscape architect; and Mr. Addison, bronze work, would survive.

Veteran Affairs Canada is also custodian of thirteen First World
War Memorials in France and Belgiurn. The Memorials were erected
to honour and remember the achievements and sacrifices of
Canadians and Newfoundlanders during the Great War. Eight of these
Memorials stand on notable Canadian battlefields. The other five
tnemorials mark places of historical wartime significance to the then
separate Dominion of Newfoundland: Beaumont-Hamel,
Gueudecourt, Monchy-1e-Preux, Masnieres, and Courtrai (Kortrij k).
and these memorials all display the emblematic and revered
Newfoundland Caribou. In 1925, General Sir Horace Smith Dorrien,
veteran of the Somme Offensive, stated the following about
Newfoundland's Beaumont-Hamel Memorial Park: There, to
my, rnind, exist,s the most irnpre,ssh,e r4f any War Memorial I huve ever
seen. I regard il cts a memorial of'great value to the Empire."

The Memorial Plaque, mostly common known as 'oThe Dead
Man's Penny," was of bronze construction and measured 125 mm
(five inches) in diameter and featured Britannia holding a wreath in
her outstretched hand, and standing behind a lion. At the very bottom
of the coin, a lion is depicted tearin g apart the syrnbolic German
eagle. Also featured, amongst other items, is a rectangular tablet with
the name of the deceased selicemanlcivilian spelled out in raised
letters. Interestingly,, no rank appears before the name, and this is to
signify that they were all equal in death. The words "HE DIED FOR
FREEDOM" are written around the edge of the Plaque. If the
deceased was f-emale the words "SHE DIED FOR FREEDOM"
would be written around the edge of plaque"

The Memorial Scroll, made of heavy grade paper, was eleven
inches in length and seven inches wide. The following message
appeared on the Scroll:



He whom this ,scroll ('omrnetnor(tte.\ v,{t,\ ttL,lntbered
among those ,vho, at the call af'King und Country, left all
that was dear to thern, endured hardness, .faced danger,
und .finallv passed out of the ,sight o.f'men h.v the path rsf
du4, and self-sacrific:e, givirtg up their ow,n lit,e,s that others
might lit;e in.fi"eeclont. Let those u,ho come after see to it
thal his natne is nat.forgotten.

The Memclrial Plaque was enciosed in an envelope measuring
five inches square, and the tlap of the envelope was embossed with
the Royal Coat of Arms.

The parents/immediate next-of-kin or designated individual
would also be sent the entitled war medals of the fallen soldier.
Soldiers of the Royal Newfour-rdland Regiment were entitled to three
general service related medals which would be issued depending on
dates and places of their service:

l914-1915 Star: The Star\,vas awarded to all who saw seruice in any
theatre of war against the central powers between August 5, 1974,
and December 3 1 , 1915, except those eligible for the l9l4 Star. The
medal was issued in December of 1918. There \l 'ere some 2,366,000
Stars issued, and the medai was always issued with the British War
Medal and the Victorv Medal.

British War Medal: The medal was granted to all ranks of the Royal
Newfottndland Regiment and the Newfoundland Forestry Corps who
proceeded overseas on duty betweenAugust 5, 1914, and November
11, 1918. The recipient's nafile, number and rank are engraved on
the rim of the first issue. Thtl medal was authorized on July 26, 1glg,,
and some 6,500,000 British War Medals were issued by the British
military.

Victory Medal: This medal was also known as the tnter-All ied
Medal and it was awardecl to all ranks of the fighting forces, to
civilians under contract, and others employed with military hospitals
who actually served on the establishment of a unit in a theatre of'war



between August 5, I 9 lzl. artd November I 1 , 191 8, (inclusive). The
medal \,vas nevr:r issrieci alone and was ahvays distributed rvith the
Brit ish W;rr ivlecial. There were sorne 5^725,000 Victory Medals
issued afier it lvas arithorized on Septeinber 1. 1919.

hAernbers cif the Regiment rvho harl served in Gallipoli in 1915
were entitled tcl the three mentioned medals. There \ iere,, of course,
individual bravery uredals and other ar,vards of the Britisii Honours
anci Awards Systern for which individual soldier"s could have been
grantecl cluring WW l. The actual descriptions of the medals and the ir
ribtrons are quite interesting. and I would definitely slrggest that
military history buffs eir medal lrolders take time to explore these
historic iten'rs.

New'{ttuntJt'utttl's idutiortnl lilhr IIetnoriul, St. .kthn's, t"it't'u 1q25"
(11'hitt.v .4lltum)



Regiment.flaat in St. ,John'"r Stost-war Wctrtry Parade
(The Roorns-Provi ttcisI Arc:hives )



2A09 - Major VWl Historical Discovery
- It v;ill c'hange the woy we look at World War One

Peter Barton

In March of 2A09, news agencies around the world reported on a
historical find of tremendous significance relating to Red Cross
WWI records not seen since 1918. British historian and author Peter
Barton discovered the archival treasure while doing research for the
Australian government into a mass WW1 battlefield burial site
located at Fromelles in France. Barton advised repofters:

To a military historian, this wus like /inding
Tutankhanlen's tomb and the terracotta warriors on the
sanle dc4,. The emergence oJ' this archive is hugelv
imprtrtant. It will c:hange the w,a); we look at World War
One. Thi,s arcltiye has been hidclen awa! - not deliberately
-.fo, 90 .vears. We historians jttst did not know that this
existed. I still can't under"stand v,hy no-one has ever
reulized the significance o/'this archive - but the Red Cross
tell me ['m the first researcher who has aslied to see it.

This archival cache of some 20 million pieces of information is
stored in dusty cardboard boxes in the basement of the International
Red Cross Headquarters at Geneva. The long forgotten information
deals with the death, capture, or burial of millions of soldiers who
fought and died in The Great War. The card indexes and hand written
ledger notes have the potential of identifying the exact burial sites
of many thousands of soldiers who, up until now, are designated as



"having no known graves." The Red cross has set up a team of
international experts and volunteers to catalogue and archive these
extremely valuable pieces of information. They hope to have the
infbnnation digitized and available on the World Wide Web in time
for the l00th Anniversary of The Great War in 2014.

One can only imagine the importance of this archival find to the
immediate families of those brave men who lost their lives in WW1.
The Royal ]'{ewfoundland Regirnent, as part of the British
Expeditionary Force, has hundreds of soldiers who fought and died
on The Westem Front during Ww1, and who have no known graves.
Nearly one third of the fallen "Boy Soldiers" of our Regiment also
have no known graves. I sincerely hope that the majority, if not all,
of our Re-eiment's soldiers who have no known graves will be
included in the files of the Red Cross and then, just maybe, peace
will finally come to the families of these brave heroes. The timing
of the public release of this valuable inforn-ration would be ideal for
farnily members who may be considering a pilgrimage to France and
Belgium in 2014. After generations, they would finally be able to
lay wreaths on the burial sites of those brave Newfoundlanders who
gave the supreme sacrifice - "Lest we Forget!" - "Lest We Forget!"



Conclusion

The intent of this book was to tell the untold heroic br"rt tragic story of
the fallen "Boy Soldiers" of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment -

WW I , those brave young Sons of Terra Nova who volunteered to join

the King's Army Fighting Service from 1914 to 1918. The sad fact that
many of these brave young combatants, from Britain's oldest Colony,
had no known graves gave rne an added incentive to tell their story.

I sincerely felt this story cried out to be told,, and with the 1001h
Anniversary of The Great War drawing near, it was long overdue. I
wanted to relate the tremendous pain and suffering experienced by
families, especially rnothers, of fallen "Boy Soldiers."

I hope this book has adcled to the illustrious history of our famed
and beloved Roval Newfbundland Regiment, and that it has filled an
historic void.

As the 100'h Anniversary of The Great War draws near, I am so
pleased our Nern'foundland and Labrador community is still
honouring orlr WWl veterans. This is eviclent in recent works such
as: the great enhancement of the Caribou Memorial Parkett in
Bowering Park, which was a combined eflbrt of the Govetnment of
Newfbundland and Latrrador, the City of St. John's,, Morgan
MacDonald and Frank Gogos, and the Royal |{ewfoundland
Regiment; the recent book "Known unto God" by Frank Gogos and
Morgan MacDonaid; the recent book release of "Best Small-Boat
Seamen in the Navy" by David and Ean Parsons: ancl a soon to be
released book on the WW 1 Battle of Monchy by Anthony
MacAllister.

Professor Fred Harvksley of Memorial University is presently
doing groundbreaking re search into the l ir, 'es of Royal
Newfoundland Regirnent's "returned men" of The Great War, and



on the tension between the rlythologies of tlic- "War to End all Wars"
and that which cannot be spoken. I have harl the pleasure of working
with Professor Hawksley over the past tu,o vears on his research
project, and I eagerly await the publicatjori of his research findings
and his upcoming play.

The Rooms Corporation of'Newfbundland and the Government
of Newfoundland and Labrador (Department of E,ducation) have
recently constructed a new interactive web-site - The ltlew,Jbtrndland
Regime.nt and The Great Wnr. The site was developed to meet the
respective curriculum needs of teachers and students in
Newfoundland and Labrador. The site can also serve as an excellent
historical resource for researchers and the general public alike.
Congratulations to all involved in the construction of this site which
can be accessed on The Rooms home-page at < the rooms.ca).

Dr. Rob Shea of Memorial University is also working on personal
projects to enhance the ways the University and ollr general
community can rernember and celebrate our famed Regiment.

I felt so strongly about the importance of The Great War to
Newfoundland and Labrador history that I r,r'rote Mernorial
University Chancellor General (Retired) Rick Hillier on September
9.2009 asking him to can,siLler" the po,ssibilit_v o./'initiating a revieu,
itrto creatirtg u Chsir of Great Wsr Studies.f-or tr{ernorial Llniversitv.
what an appropriate place * Memorial university, so named in
honour of those who fought and those rvho died in WWl, to have a
Chair of Great War Studies !

It wouid also be appropriate if each junior and senior high school
and post-secondary institution in our province rvould consider
fundraising in an etTofi to send as many youth delegates as possitrle to
Europe in 20 14-201 8 to commemorate tire 100'r' Anniversary of the
First World War. What a tremendous way to rernernber and to thank all
those brave Newfoundlanders who sen'ed in Tlie Great War!

I believe Newfoundland poet Ena Constance Barrett sumrnecl up
the feelings of all Newfoundlanders in her poem which appeared in
The Veterun Masazine in 1934:



It hlust hrot Huppen Again

If'we v,oulcl remewther - v)e vv'ho sur+' thetn go,
Heurd lkose e{rger lrcmpingJbet through the mi,gt and t'oin:
l.f'vte w'ttut'd he v'orth)' the love thel' died to sftow,
T'here i,s tsne \L'{$; 1;v11'- It must nrst be again!
trfe mav tell af'valor in the Flanders mud,
Sing a de*tk{ess anthem Jbr the s;slenclid slain:
Br;t, if'v;e v'oultl ltonour their satrificial blood,
T-here is onlj' orce w'av - It mu,gt ttot happen agctin!

Stilt, though !€ar"s are.fleeting, pass hq/bre our sight
l,{rsthers, v'id{sw,s, rn'phans, bov,ed vr'ith v:unt and prtin,
I,eterrtfi,g nr"mless, legless, blinded in the.fight -

Gocl qf-t:rswS;nssiott, it must rtot be again!

It''u:e vrould rememher b"v the poppty red,
Il'the cr{}s,\ the_t'lsore.fbt'Lt,c, he not horne in ttain,'
l.f'our ltersrts vvrsukl hrswuge 7sa1, to lhose spirits fiecl -'f'here 

is ane w'u7' only'- lt must rtol be agttin!

I wil l  conclude my story of the "Fallen Boy Soldiers" of the
ILoyai Nervfaunclland [tegiment - WW I r,vith an appropriate quote
from Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Nansle:

" Our,s Wh,s a Regiment of Heroe,s ! "

The End



Appendix 1
Fallen Boy Soldiers T[$fl1

ftlote: These soldiers shotving "Beaumoni 'Hamel (Newloundland) f t4emorial,  France" {114) have no known graves

F u l l  N m a e Rank Service No. Cause of death Date of death Age

ABB0TT, ELI Fnvate 211S Kilied in action on the Somme 28-Jan-17 19

Son ci Cfiarles and Annie Anbott, cf Grand Falls. BEAUMCNT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MFMORIAL, France

ADAMS, OTTO HEHBERT Private 1770 Krlled in action near Langemarck 09"Oct-17 18

Son of Thomas Daniei ardTheresa FrancesActams,0f 3'l . Le Marchant Rd., St. iohn's

BEAUMO|IT-HAM FL lN E\rdFOUN DLAND) M EtulORlAL, France

ADAMS, WILLIAM Private 2306 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 17

Son of James and Alister Ann Adams BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ANDREWS, J0SEPH Private 1 1 '19 Killed in action at Beaumount-Hamel 01-Jul- 16 19

Son c{ Mrs. Catherjne Andrews. St. iohn's, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMFL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ANDREWS, WALTER Private 2058 Killed in action near lvlarcoinq 20-Nov"17 19

Son of John S. and Emma Andrews, of 75 New Gower St., St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HA[,iltL (N EWFOU NDLAND) M El,/ORlAL, France

AYRE. EDWARD ALPHONSUS Lance Corporal 1009 Kilied in action 0i-Jut-i 6 19

Son of Edward and Selina Ayre, of lsle Aux Mcfte, Newfoundland. Y RAViNE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAlr,lEL. France

BADCOCK, ARTHUR Private 2314 Killed in action at Sailly-Sarlirsel 03-Mar-17 19

Son of Richard and Susie Badcock, of Bay fioberls BEAUMONT HAMFL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMOR|AL, France

BALDWIN, FIENRY HERBERT Pr ivate 1523 Ki l ied in acl ion 12"Oct- i6 i8

Son of Edward James and Clara Baldwin, o1 Pouch Cove, Newfoundland. BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETEfiY, France

BALLAM. ARTHUR GE0RGE Private 3031 Killed rn action near Marcoing 03-Dec-17 19

Son o{ l '.4anoah and Alice Ballam, o{ Curling. Bay of lslands, BEAUMONT-HAlvlEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BARNES, JOHN Private 3614 Diect of wounds 15-Oct-t I 19

Son of [benezer and Selina Barnes. o{ Leslie St., St. John s, Newfoundiand. Native ol Tilt Cove. Notre Dame BaV,

YPFES RESERVOIR CIMETFRY, Belgium

BARTER, ALEXANDER Private 4001 Kilted in action 29-Sep-18 17

Son of James and Leah Barter, ot 205 South Side, St. John's. Neyrfoundland. TYNE COT CEMETEFY, Beigium

BELI-OWS, STEWART Private 1430 Died of wounds 14-Auq-i7 19

Son o{ Roberl and Hcnora Bellorvs. CANADA FARM CEMETERY, Belgium

BENGER, RANCE Private 4132 Died of wounds 2Ci,,1av-21 19

Son of John anC Iiizabeth Eenger, Anrhersl Cove, New{oundland. CHURCH OF EtlcLAND CEMiTERY

BENNETT, CI{ARLES Private 4143 Killed in action 03-Oci-18 17

Son o{ James and l '4aggie Bennett, of lr4ain River, St. George's, Newfoundland.

DADIZEELI NE\ jV BRITISH CEMETERY. Beluium



Full  Nmae Rank Service No. Cause of death Date of death Age

BENNETT, CHESLEY Private 3519 Killed in action near Marcoing 20-Nov-17 17

Son of James and Alice Bennett, of Lewisporte, Twill ingate.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

BENSON, WILLIAM Private 4132 Died of sickness 29-Oct-18 19

Son of Samuel and Emma-Jane Benson, Harbour Grace, New{oundland.

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WIMILLE, France

BENSON, WILSON Private 3357 Killed in action near Marcoing 03-Dec-'17 17

Son of Newman and Sarah Benson, o{ 41 South Side, St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France

BEWHEY, EDWARD Private 1144 Killed in action 30-Nov-15 19

Son of Henry and Ellen Bewhey, of 23 Princes St., St. John's, Newfoundland. AZMAK CEMETERY, SUVLA, Turkey

BISHOP, CALEB GOLDING Private 2524 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Jacob and Eliza Mary Bishop, of Mundy Pond Rd., St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

BLYDE, MICHAEL JOHN Private 280 Died ol wounds 26-Sep-15 19

Son of Michael John and Mary Blyde, of 49 Fleming St., St. John s, Newfoundland. HILL 10 CEMETERY, Turkey

BOBBETT, MATTHEW Private 3541 Killed in actron at Ypres 13-Mar-18 18

Son oi John Bobbett, of McCalium, Hermitage Bay. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BOYD, ALPHONSO Private 2745 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 '19

Son of Edward Boyd, Tizzard's Harbour, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BRINSTON, AUGUSTUS PERRY Private 2851 Killed in action near Langemarck 16-Aug-17 19

Son of Nelson and Hannah Brinston, o{ Bay Bull 's Arm, Trinity Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BRf NSTON, GEORGE Private 1772 Killed in action near Langemarck 09-Oct-'17 17

Son of Robert Will iam and Amelia Jane Brinston, of North Harbour, Placentia Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BRINTON, THOMAS Private 3907 Killed in action 14-Oct-18 16

Son of Henry and Ellen Brinton. of Burin, Newfoundland. DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

BR0WN, GEORGE Private 5931 Died of pneumonia 02-Nov-18 19

Son of Will iam Henry and Hannah Maria Brown. of Tacks Beach, Placentia Bay, Newioundland.

BODELWYDDAN (ST. MARGARET) CHURCHYARD, United Kingdom

BROWN, HENRY Private 2101 Killed in action 12-Aug-16 19

Son of Will iam Henry and Emma Brown, of Bay Robeds, Newfoundland.

MENIN ROAD SOUTH MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium

BROWN, LOUIS Private 2044 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 1 1 -Oct-16 1 6

Son of Henry and Hannah Brown, of Bishop's Harbour, Bonaviista Bay. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND)

MEMORIAL, France

BROWN, ORLANDO Private 2670 Killed in action at Sailly-Saill isel 25-Feb-17 19

Son of Will iam George and Sarah Brown, of Trinity East. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BRYANT, CHARLES Private 3623 Killed in action near Nieppe 12-Apr-18 18

Son of Herbert and Drucil la Bryant, of Hickman's Harbour BEAUMONT-HAMEL {NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France



Full  Nmae Rank Service No. Cause of death Date of death Age

BUGDEN, FRED Private 3873 Krlled in action near Neuve-Eglise 13-Apr-18 17

Son of Fletcher and Olivia Bugden, of Epworlh, Burin BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

BURKE, LECI MICHAEL Private I i 70 Kiiled in action 01 -Jut-16 18

Son of Marlin and Annie Burke, of St. John's West, Newfoundland.

ANCRE BRITISH CEMETERY, BFAUMONT-HAMEL, France

BUTLER, HARVEY RONALD Lance Corporat 1BB3 Died of wounds 12-ocf16 19
Son of will iam Parsons Butler and Annie Butler, of g2 Pleasant st.. st. John's, Newfoundland.

HEILLYSTATIONCEMETERY,MERTCOURT-LABBE France

BUTLER,IGNATIUS Private i442 Killed at Beaumount-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Mrs. l ' i ' lary Butler, St. Georges, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT"HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

CAKE. ALFRED E. private 2463 Killed in action 14-Aor-17 16
Son ol Manuel and Patience Cake, of 76 Cabot St.. St. John's, Newfoundland. Born at Tilt Cove. Newfoundland.

lS-EN-ARTOIS BRITISH CEMETERY, HAUCOURT, France

CANNING, PARMANUS Private 545b 23-Jun-i8 19

Son olWrlliam and Emma Canning, of Moreton's Harbor.

MORETON S HARBOUR UNITED CHURCH WILD COVE CEMETEfiY. Canada

CAREW, DAVID MICHAEL Private 776 Killed in action 07-oct-15 19

Son of David and Carrie Carew. of St. John S, Newfoundland. HILL 10 CEMETEBY, Turkey

CHAFFEY, ARTHUR JAMES Privale 3014 Killed in action near Marcoinc 03-Dec-17 19

Son of Edward and Catherine Ann Chaitey, of Jeffreys, Bay St. George,

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

OHAPLIN, JOHN FIELDING Private 584 Died o{ sickness 01-Jan-15 18

Son of Mark and Arnelia Chaplin. of Water St., St. John s, Newfoundland,

ARDERSIER PARISH CHURCHYARD, United Kingdom

cHRlsrlAN, wlLLlAM c. corporal 3371 Died of wounds 26-ocf 18 18

Son of Will iam L.and Sarah Christian, of St. John's, l\ewfoundland. TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WtMtLLE, France

CHRISTOPHER, LEO JOSEPH Corporal 1783 Killed in action near Langemarck 09-Oct-17 iT

Son ol Michael and Catherine Christopher, ol St. Joseph's. Salinonier, St. Mary s Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

CLARKE, GEOBGE Private 271 Died of dysentery 24-Nov-15 lg

Son of John and Lydia Clarke, of Brigus, Newloundland. EAST MUDROS MILITARY CEMETERY, Greece

CLARKE, THOMAS Private 331 1 Killed in action near Wijdendrift 28-Sep-17 18

Son of John and Bridget Clarke, of The Goulds, (Bay Bulls Rd.), St. John's West.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

CLEARY, BERNARD Private 1359 Killed in action at BeaumonfHamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Edward and Ellen Cleary, of Harbour Main. BEAUMONT-HAMEL {NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

CO|SH, WILLIAM CLYDE Privale 3200 Killed in action 28.Sep-17 19

Son of Will iam and Maud Coish, o{ Ladle Cove, Fogo District, New{oundland, ARTILLERY WOOD CEMETERY, Belgium

COLE, EDWARD L0UIS Private 195 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 28-Jun-16 '18

Son of Edward James and Fanny Jane Cole, of 46 Gilbert St.. St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWF0UNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

COLLINS, GEORGE W. Private 2448 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preu x 14-Apr-17 19

Son of James Joseph and Bridget Collins, of St John s. BEAUMOITIT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France



Full  Nmae
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COLLINS, LEO Private 2952 Killed in action at Steenbeek 16-Aug-17 19

Son of James Collins, St. John's, NeMoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

COULTAS, NORMAN Private 1058 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 17

Son of Myles and Maria Coultas, of 80 Patrick St,, St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

CRANE, JOHN Private 4074 Killed in action at Kieberg Ridge 29-Sep-18 19

Son oi John and Susannah Crane, Tilton, Conception Bay, Newfoundland. TYNE COT CEMETERY, Belgium

CROCKER, JOB Private 2418 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of John and Honora Crocker, of Heart's Delight, Trinity Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

CRON, JAMES MATTHEW Private 1585 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son oi James and Emma Cron, of Harbour GTace.BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

CROSBIE, GEORGE CROSBIE Private 1447 Died of wounds 03-Jul-16 17

Son ol Walter and Mary Crosbie, of Bay Roberts, Newfoundland. ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN, France

CROUCHER, JAMES E. Private 2711 Killed in action at Cambrai 20-Nov-17 18

Son of Thomas and Mary Olivia Croucher, of Pointe Verde, Placentia, Newfoundland.

MARC0ING BRITISH CEMETERY, France

CROUCHER, NATHANIEL Private 1495 Killed in action al Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son ol Elias and Hagar Croucher, of Cutwell Arm. Notre Dame Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

CURNEW, GEORGE ROBERT Private 1587 Killed in action at BeaumonlHamel 24-Apr-16 19

Son of John and Elizabeth Curnew, ol Flowels Cove, St. Barbe, Newfoundland.

MESNIL RIDGE CEMETERY, MESNIL-MARTINSART, France

DALY, JAMES JOSEPH Corporal 3141 Killed in action 25-Oct-18 18

Son of Lawrence and Catherine Daly, of 182 Gower St., St. John's, NeMoundland.

INGOYGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium

DAWE, CHRISTOPHER Private 4864 Died of pneumonia 31-May-18 19

Son of George and Elizabeth Dawe, of Cupids, Port-de-Grave. CUPIDS UNITED CHUBCH CEMETERY, Canada

DAY, JAMES LEWIS Private 1484 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 23-Apr-17 19

Son of Ernest and Sarah Day, o{ 48 Mullock St., St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

DE LOUCHREY, HAROLD Private 1966 Killed in action at Flers 18-Oct-'16 19

Son of Joseph and Frances De Louchrey, of Little Bay, Notre Dame Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL France

DELANEY, THOMAS J. Private 2225 Killed in action at Lesboeufs 20-Nov-16 19

Son of Michaeland Bridget Delaney, of Placentia. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

DfCKS, BENJAMIN Private 2828 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son oi Will iam and Susie Dicks, of Burgeo. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

DOMINY, HARRY Private 3769 Killed in action near Wieltie 14-Mar-18 1 I

Son of Edgar and Annie Dominy, of Greenspond, Bonavista Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

DONNELLY, WILLIAM Private 2162 Killed in action at Monchv-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son ol Will iam and Mary Donnelly, of 45 WicKord St., St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEt (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France



Full  Nmae Rank Service No. Cause of death Date of death Age

DONOHUE, WILLIAM Private 2992 Died of cijsease t8-May.18 19

Son of John and Mary Donohue, of Point Verde, Placentia, Newfoundland. ETAPLES tullL|TARY CFMETERY, France

DORAN, JOHN Private 2660 Died of wounds 23-Sep-17 18

SonofJohnandEl izabethDoran,of  41 DuckworthSt. ,St .Johns,Newfoundlancl  CANADAFARMCEMETERY,Belgium

DRUKEN. THOMAS Private 1363 Died of wounds 0'1-Nov-16 19

Son of John and Alice Druken, o{ Horse Cove Line, Topsail, Newtoundiand, ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, France

DUNPHY, EDMOND L. Private 2967 Killed in action at Monchy"le-Preux 14-Apr-17 17

Son of Patrick and Ellen Dunphy, of 31 Central St. St. John s. BEAUMONT^HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

DURNFORD, FRED R. Private 2631 Killed in action al Cambrai 20-Nov-17 19

Son of John R. S. and Mary Durnford, of Rencontre, Hermitage Bay, Newfoundland.

MARCOING BRITISH CEMETERY. France

DWYER, MARTIN Private 24gg Died of wounds 30-Dec-i 7 19

Son of Thomas and Bridget Dwyer, Bell lsland, New{oundland COLOGNE SOUTHERN CEMETERY, Germany

EBBS, JOHN Private 2351 Kilied in action at Lesboeufs 20-Nov-16 19

Son of John and Agnes Ebbs, St. John's, Newfoundland BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

EBSARY, FREDERICK ERNEST Privare 1 1 38 Died o1 meningitis 23-Sep-15 1 9

Son of Newman and Sarah Ebsary, of 89 Southside, St. John's, Newfoundland. CAIRO WAR MEMORIAL CEMETERY, Egypt

EDGAR, EDWIN Private 737 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Edwin and Helen Edgar, of Greenspond, Bonavista Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

EDNEY, SAMUEL R. Private 1714 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 12-Oct"16 19

Son of Mr. and Mrs. John T. Edney, of 15 Will iam St., St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ELLIOTT, WILLIAM Lance Corporal1786 Killed in action 03-Mar-17 19

Son of Samuel and Honor Elliott, of Burnt Arm, Notre Dame Bav. Newtoundland,

SAILLY-SAILLISFL BRITISH CEMETERY, France

ELLSWORTH, JOHN T. Private 2469 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son of Moses and Lenora Ellsworth, o{ Carmanviile, Fogo. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

FALLON, STEPHEN Private 1 191 Killed in aclion at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 17

Son of John and Susie Fallon. of Harbour Grace. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

FARRELL, MARTIN PATRICK Private 1798 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of John and Mary Farrell, of Maryslown, Burin, Newloundland. SERRE ROAD CEMETERY N0.2, France

FARRELL, PATRICK Private 3044 Died of sickness 01-Oct-17 19

Son o{ Patrick Farrell, Ferryland, Newfoundland. BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY, United Kingdom

FIFfELD, FREDERICK Private 3473 Killed in action ZT"Mar.1B t9

Son of Charles and Johanna Fifield, of Bonavista, Newfoundland. OXFORD ROAD CEMETERY, Belgium

Ff LLIER, FRANK Privale 1377 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Thomas Fill ier, of Petty Harbour BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMOR|AL, France

FISHER, ERNEST Private 3516 Died o{ wounds 29-Nov-17 i8

Son of Robert and Hannah Fisher. of 23 Hayward Avenue, St. John's, Nevrfoundland,

ROCQUIGNY-EQUANCOURT ROAD BRITISH CEMETERY. MANANCOURT. France



Full Nmae Rank Service No, Cause of death Date of death Age

FITZGERALD, THOMAS JOSEPH Private 1645 Killed in actron at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Thomas Joseph and Elizabeth Fitzgerald, of Ropewalk Range, St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

FITZPATRICK, ALPHONSUS Private 1904 Died of sickness 29-Jan-16 18

Born at Conche, French Shore, Newfoundland. AYR CEMETERY, Ayrshire, United Kingdom

FOLKS, ALBERT Private 3490 Died of wounds 13-Mar-18 18

Son o{ Will iam and Janet Folks, of Litt le Bay, Newfoundland. NINE ELMS BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

FORTUNE, STEPHEN Private 3146 Died ol wounds 22-Nov-17 19

Foster-son of James and Mary Ann Fortune, of Jeffery's Bay, St. George, Newfoundland.

ROCQUIGNY-EQUANCOURT ROAD BRITISH CEMETERY, MANANCOURT, France

FRAMPTON, JOHN Private 4102 Died of pyrexia following dysentery 23-Nov-'18 19

Son of Thomas and Jane Frampton, of Burin Bay, Newfoundland. KORTRIJK (ST, JAN) COMMUNAL CEMETERY, Belgium

FREW, MACKfNTOSH Corporal 2246 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Will iam and Katie Frew, of Grand Falls. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

FRIZELL, HENRY Private 3310 Killed in action at Cambrai 20-Nov-17 19

Son of Charles and Mary Frizell, of Goulds, Bay Bulls Rd., St. John's West, Newfoundland.

MARCOING BRITISH CEMETERY, France

FUDGE, CHARLES Private 5367 Died of pneumonia 12-Jun-18 19

Son of George and Elizabeth Fudge, of Burnt lslands, Burgeo and La Poile.

BURNT ISLANDS CHURCH 0F ENGLAND CEMETERY, Canada

FUREY, IGNATIUS Private 131 2 Died of tetanus 07-Dec-1 5 1 I

Son of George and Margaret Furey, ol Harbour Main, Conception Bay, Newfoundland.

PORTIANOS MILITARY CEMETERY, Greece

GALGAY, FRANCIS Private 892 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Francis and Mary Galgay, St. John's, NL BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMOBIAL, France

GILLAM, CHARLES Private 3148 Died of tuberculosis 1 9-Jul-1 7 1 9

Son of Charles and Mary Jane Gillam, of Jeffreys, Newfoundland. Native of Crabbe's, Newfoundland.

BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY, United Kingdom

Gf LLEY, JOB Private 2476 Died of wounds 22-l[ay-17 18

Son of John and Eliza Gilley, of Gull Marsh, Bonne Bay, Newfoundland. NIEDERZWEHREN CEMETERY, Germany

GOODLAND, AUGUSTUS Private 4186 Died of wounds 14-0ct-1 8 18

Son of Will iam Henry and Clara B. Goodland, o{ Winter Avenue, St. John's, Newloundland.

DADIZEELE NEW BRIT|SH CEMETERY, Belgium

GOODYEAR, OSWALD Lance Corporal2156 Killed in action 12-Oct-16 18

Son of Josiah and Louisa Goodyear, of Grand Falls, Nevufoundland, Native of Ladle Cove, Fogo.

BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY. France

GORMAN, JULIAN JOSEPH Private 794 Died of pneumonia 30-Mar-15 19

Son of James and Marguerite Gorman, of Harbour Breton, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland. Born at St. Pierre, Miquelon.

EDINBURGH (MOUNT VERNON) ROMAN CATHOLIC CEMETERY, United Kingdom

GOUDIE, GEORGE Corporal 2242 Died of sickness 06-Nov-18 19

Son of Elias and Mary Jane Goudie, o{ Grand Falls. Newfoundland. Born at Northern Arm, Botwood, Newfoundland.

VEVEY (ST. MARTIN S) CEMETERY. Switzerland



Full  Nmae Rank Service No, Cause of death Date of death Age

HALFYARD, WALLACE Private 3793 Killed in action near Ledeqhem 03-Ocf 18 19

Son oi Will lam and Eliza Ann Halfyard of Bonne Bay, St. Barbe.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HALIBURTON, GORDON ARCHIBALD, Lance Corporal, 3893, Died of wounds 19-Apr-18 18

Son of Horatio Henry and Ada Haliburlon, of Port Au Port, Newfoundland.

MENDINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium

HANCOCK, JOHN Private 946 Killed in action 01-Jul-16 18

Son of Joseph and Amelia Hancock, of Goose Cove, Treaty Shore, Newioundland. Born at Jamestown, Bonavista Bay.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, FTance

HANN, BRIGAM Private 3799 Died of wounds 30-Sep.18 19

Son of Jacob Hann, Bonne Bay, Newfoundland. HARINGHE MILITARY CEMETRY Betgium

HARBIN, WILFRED T. Lance Corporal 953 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 0l -Jul-1 6 18

Son of Henry and Elizabeth Harbin of Twill ingate. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HARDY. EDWARD Private 677 Killed in action '12-Oct.t6 18

Son of George and Elizabeth B. Hardy, of 24 Monroe St., St. John's, Newfoundland.

BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY. France

HARE, HARVEY Private 988 Died of diphtheria 25-May-16 j7

Son of Will iam and Susan Hare, of Burgeo, Newfoundland. AYR CEMETERY, Ayrshire, United Kingdom

HARRIS, WILLIAM GEORGE Private 2817 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 11-Apr-17 17

Son of Job and Sarah Hanis, of Brooklyn, Bonavista. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HAYES, PATRICK JOSEPH Private 1239 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of John and Mary Hayes, of 6 Brennan St., St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HEALEY, JOHN Private 2748 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Michael Healey, St. John's, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HEALEY, WILLIAM JAMES Private 2984 Killed in action 03.Oct-i 8 19

Son of John and Jane Healey, of 39, Merrymeeting Rd., St. John's Newfoundland.

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

HEARN, AUGUSTINE Private 1024 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Will iam and Sarah Hearn, of St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HERDER, WALLACE Private 2274 Killed ln action on the Somme 28-Jan-17 18

Son o{ H. George and Susannah Herder, of 12 Pleasant St., St. John's.

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

HfCKS, PHILIP Private 5426 Died of pneumonia 18-Jun-18 18

Son ol William and Elizabeth Hicks, of Menitt's Harbor, Hening Neck. Alternative Commemoration
- buried in Merritt 's Harbor (Old) Methodisl Cemetery, Twill ingate. ST. JOHN'S (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

Hf LLIARD, SILAS Private 1970 Died of wounds 24-Auq-17 18

Son o{ Alexander and Martha Hilliard, of New Harbour, Trinitv Bav, Nevyfoundland.

DOZINGHEM MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium

HILLIER, LLEWELYN Private 3034 Died of wounds 25-Jan-18 1 8

Son of Edward and Martha Hill ier, of Point Aux Gauls, Lamaline, Newfoundland. LE CATEAU MtLITARY CEMITERY, France

HOBBS, ELIOL Private 54'13 Died of pneumonia 22-Jun-l8 19

Son of Thomas and Caroline Hobbs, of Redcliffe, Bonavista Bay. RED CLIFF CHURCH OF ENGLAND CEMETERY, Canada



Full  Nmae Rank Service No. Cause of death Date of death Age

HODDINOTT, SAMUEL Private 5595 Died of sickness 02-Jul-18 16

Son of Samuel and Mary Ann Hoddinott, of Indian Islands, Fogo.

ST. JOHN S GENERAL PROTESTANT CEMETERY, ST. iOHN S CITY WEST, Canada

HOLDEN, PATRICK Private 555 Died of wounds 29-Jan-16 19

Son of Joseph and Mary Alice Holden, of South Side, St John's, Newfoundland. ADDOLORATA CEMETEBY Malta

HOLLAND, MICHAEL JOHN Private 1634 Killed in action 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Richard and Jane Holland, ol 37 Freshwater Rd.. St. John's, Newfoundland.

Born at King's Cove, Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

HUDSON, GEORGE Private 3327 Died of iryounds 12-Mar-18 19

Son o{ Henry and Susannah Hudson, o{ Pouch Cove, 51. John's East, Newfoundland.

NINE ELMS BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

HUDSON, PETER Private 1689 Died o{ wounds 04-Jul-16 1 B

Son of James and Bride Hudson, of 20 Mullock St., St. John s, Newloundland.

GEZAINCOURT COMMUNAL CEMETERY EXTENSION. France

HULAN, GERALD Private 3764 Died of meningitis 07-Jun-17 19

Son of Joseph and Catherine Phoebe Hulan, of Crabbes, Bay St. George.

ST. JOHN S ANGLICAN CEMETERY, ST, JOHN S CITY EAST, Canada

HULAN, HOWARD Private 1568 Died of phthisis 02-May-t 6 1 8

Son of Richard and Jane Hulan, of Robinson's, Newfoundland. AYR CEMETERY, Ayrshire, United Kingdom

HULL, VICTOR WILLIE Private 5471 Died of meningitis 09"Jun-18 18

Son ol John Roberl and Leah Hull, of Sullivan's Cove, Little Bay lslands. Notre Dame Bay.

Alternative Commemoration - buried in Little Bay lslands Methodist Cemetery, Green Bay.

ST JOHNS (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

HUSSEY, FRANCIS JOSEPH Private 1533 Killed in aclion at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-l6 18

Son ol John and Sarah Hussey. of Kenmount Rd., Freshwater, St. John's,

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France

HUTCHINGS, RICHARD Private 3366 Killed in aclion 30-Mar-18 17

Son of George Henry and Providence Hutchings, o{ Whitbourne, Trinity, Newfoundland.

POELCAPELLE BRITISH CEMETERY, Belglum

HUTCHINS, HAROLD Private 602 Killed in action at Beaumont Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Philip Henry and Louise Hutchins, of Greenspond, Bonavista, Newfoundland. Born at St. John's.

ANCRE BRITISH CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

HYNES, JAMES JOSEPH Private 1095 Killed in action '18-Nov-15 19

Son of John and Margaret Hynes, o{ 239 South Side, St John's. Newfoundland. AZMAK CEMETERY, SUVLA. Turkey

JACKMAN, MICHAEL JOSEPH Private 733 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul"l6 19

Son oi David J. and Catherine Jackman. of Bell lsland.

Educated at St. Bonaventure's College, St. John's. Member of Catholic Cadet Corps, Bell lsland.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

JACOBS, HAROLD Private 2253 Died of wounds 19-Apr-17 17

Son of David and Evelyn Julia Jacobs, of Northern Bay South, Bay de Verde, New{oundland.

DOUAI COMMUNAL CEMETERY. France
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JANES, CHARLES Private 3983 Killed in action near lngoyghem 25-Oct-18 19

Son of Charles and Emma Janes, of Greenspond, Bonavista. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

JARVIS, RICHARD Privare 4135 Killed in acrion 29-Sep-18 t B

Son of Eli and Mary Ann Jarvis, of Pinch Cove, Placentia Bay, Newfoundland. TYNE COT CEMETERY, Belgium

JOYCE, WILLIAM Private 1952 Killed in Action at Wieltle, Belgium 08-Sep-16 19

Son of Chrislopher Joyce, Burin Bay Arm, Newfoundland. VALMERFTINGHE MILITARY CEMETRY, Belgium

KEAN, WALLACE Private 2599 Killed in aclion at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Charles and Amelia Kean, of Traytown, Alexander Bay. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

KEEPING, STANLEY Private 2697 Killed in action at Lesboeufs 19-Nov-16 17

Scn of James and Agnes Keeping, of Regent St., North Sydney, Nova Scotia, Canada.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

KENDELL, EDWARD WILLIAM Private 31 10 Killed in action at Langemarck 09-Oct-1 7 1 I

Son of Will iam Robert Kendell, of Ramea island, Burgeo and La Poile.

BEAUMONT-HAMFL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

KNOTT, CECIL JAMES Private 2882 Died of wounds A2-May-17 19

Son of Robert and Mary Knott, of Burgeo, Newfoundland. COLOGNE SOUTHERN CEMETERY, Germany

LACEY, GE0RGE B. Private 2344 Killed in aclion at Cambrai 20-Nov-17 18

Son of Martin and Catherine Lacey, o{ 10 Sebastian St., St. John s, Newfoundland.

MARCOING BRITISH CEMETERY, France

LAMBERT, JOHN Private 3026 Killed in action at Steenbeek Canal, Ypres 1 6-Aug-17 18

Son of Richard and Elizabeth Lambert, of St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

LANGER, JOHN Private 2186 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 12-Oct-16 18

Next-01-kin Miss Caroline Langer, Thoroughfare, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland. BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY. France

LE MESSURIER. WALLACE JAMES Private 2034 Killed in action 12-Oct16 19

Son of Alexander and Fannie Le Messurier, of St. John's, Newfoundland. BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY, France

LE RICHE, JAMES H. Private 2462 Killed in action on the Somme 28-Jan-17 18

Son of John Le Fliche, of Channel, Burgeo and La Poile BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

LEPAGE, MANUEL Private 3179 Killed at Marcoing 03-Dec-17 19

Son of Claude LePage, St. Georges, New{oundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

LEWIS" GOBDON C, Private 2303 Died of wounds 28-Jan-17 i7

Son ol Charles N. and Annie L. Lewis, of 53 Pennywell Rd., St. John's, Newfoundland.

GUARDS' CEMETERY, COMBLES, France

LEWIS, JOHN T. Private 2746 Killed in action near Nieppe 12-Apr-18 i9

Son of Thomas and Margaret Lewis, of Chapel's Cove, Harbour Main,

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

LfTTLE, REDVERS Private 4887 Died of phthisis 15-Nov-18 18

Son of James and Elizabeth Little, of Musgravetown, Bonavista Bay. Newfoundland.

WINCHESTER (MAGDALEN HILL) CEMETERY, United Kingdom

MACKAY, ANDREW JOSEPH Private 572 Died of wounds 13-Jut-i 6 18

Son of John and Mary Mackay, of St. John S, Newfoundland.WlMEREUX COMMUNAL CEMETERY, France

MACKAY, WALTER H. Private 4105 Killed in action al Ledeghem 02-Oct-18 18

Son of Herberl H. and Mary E. Mackay, of Channel. Burgeo and La Poile. His brother Edgar also fell.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France
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MADDIGAN, RICHARD JOSEPH Private 826 Killed in action 01-Jul-1 6 19

Son of Richard and Ellen Maddigan, of 259 Water St. West St. John's, Newfoundland.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

MAf DMENT, ROBERT Private 2587 Died of wounds 29-Apr-17 19

Nexfoi-Kin Mr. W. Maidment, St, John's, Newfoundland. ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, France

MAJOR, JOHN THOMAS Private 3493 Died of tuberculosis 07-Jun-18 1 I

Son of George Major, of Norris' Point, Bonne Bay, Newfoundland. BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY, United Kingdom

MARSH, WILLIAM L. Private 2083 Killed in aclion at Gueudecourt 12-Oct-16 19

Son of Ezra and Caroline Marsh, of Deer Harbour, Trinity Bay. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MARTIN, HENLEY ARTHUR Private 1417 Died of wounds 14-Ocf 16 19

Son of James Henry and Phoebe Martin, of Harbour Grace, Newfoundland.

HEILLY STATION CEMETERY, MERICOURT.L,ABBE, FTance

MARTIN, JAMES J. Private 2352 Killed in action near Neuve-Eglise 13-Apr-18 18

Son of James and Mary Martin, of 8 Sebastian St., St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MARTfN, RICHARD B. Private 2936 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Frank and Bessie Martin, of Bunn. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MARTIN, STEPHEN A. Private 1942 Died of wounds 08-Jul-17 19

Son of Will iam and Josephine Martin. of Torbay, Newfoundland. CANADA FARM CEMETEHY, Belgium

MARTIN, WILLIAM JOHN Private 3221 Killed in action 08-Jul-17 17

Son of Moses and Susannah Martin, of Killigrews, Conception Bay, Newfoundland. BARD COTTAGE CEMETERY, Belgium

MAY, J0HN Private 4047 Died of wounds 18-Oct-18 18

Son of Frederick and Hannah May. of Head's Harbour, Notre Dame Bay, Nevufoundland.

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WIMILLE, France

McGRATH, WILLIAM Private 4994 Died of inf luenza 1 1 -Jun-18 1 I

Son of John and Mary McGrath. of Delby s Cove, Trinity Bay. Alternative Commemoration
- buried in Delby's Cove Church of England Cemetery, Trinity Centre.

ST. JOHN'S (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

MEANEY, JOHN A. Private 2396 Killed in action at Langemarck 09-Oct-17 19

Son of John T. and Mary A. Meaney, of St. John's" BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MELEE, THOMAS Private 1877 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Thomas and Sarah Melee, of Southside Bd., St. John s. BEAUMONT-HAMEL {NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MERCER, CHESLEY Private 1303 Died of sickness 14-Nov-15 19

Son of John and Emma Mercer, of 48 Spencer St., St. John S, Newfoundland.

WANDSWORTH (EABLSFIELD) CEMETERY, United Kingdom

MERCER, MAXWELL JAMES Private 1446 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of lsaac and Anastatia Mercer, of Bay Roberts, Harbour Grace.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MERCER, PERCY Private 2374 Killed in action 14-Apr-17 18

Son of John and Lizzie Mercer, of Bay Roberts, New{oundland. DURY CRUCIFIX CEMETERY. France

MESSERVEY, WILLIAM Private 4152 Killed in action 14-Oct-18 19

Son of James and Martha Messervey of Sandy Point, Bay St. George, Newfoundland

CEMENT HOUSE CEMETERY, Belqium

j : j :  
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MILES, HEBEH JOHN Private 934 Died of meningitis t8-Mar-i6 j8

Son of Dugald Miles, of Bonavista, lrlewfoundland.WANDSWORTH (EARLSFIELD) CEMETEHY, United Kingdom

MOORES, JOHN Private 3250 Killed jn action at Ledeghem 05-Oct-18 18

Son of Arthur Moores, Bay de Verde. Newloundland BTAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) lr/EMORIAL. France

MORGAN, WILLIAM Private 865 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 0l-Jul-16 16

Son of John A. and Sarah Morgan, of Alexander St., St. John s

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MORRIS, HAROLD Private 4131 Died of sickness 19-Apr-18 i 9

Son of Will iam and Amelia Morris, of Seai Rocks Bay, St. George, Newfoundland.

WINCHESTER (MAGDALEN HILL) CEMETERY, United Kingdom

MOSHER, GEOBGE Private 4168 Killed in action near Ingoyghem 25-Oct-18 17

Son of Saul and Susanna Mosher, of Fodune, Burrn. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MOULTON, JOHN Private 3936 Killed in action near Neuve-Eglise 13-Apr-18 19

Son of Thomas lsaac and Eliza Moulton, of Loon's Cove, Burin.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MUGFORD, GEORGE Private 1 943 Died of sickness 24-Feb-16 19

Son of Samuel and Celrna ly',c'cri of Codrcy Nervfoundland. PAISLEY (HAWKHEAD) CEMETERY, United Kingdom

MULLINGS. GORDON Pr'/aie 1698 Killed in action on the Somme 20-Jan-17 18

Son of Josepn l '4ullrngs St, .lcnn s Ner,vfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

MURPHY. JOACHIM Private 696 Died of wounds 07-Nov-15 i 9

Son of Joseph and Ellen Murphy ol Mundy Pond Rd., St. John s.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France

MURPHY, WALTER LEONARD Private 4A7 Died of dysentery 29-Sep-1S 19

Son of John Jos. and Alice Murphy, of 20 Buchanan St., St. John's, Newfoundland. Born at Harbour Grace, Neu,.foundland.

EAST MUDROS MILITARY CEMETERY, Greece

MYRICK, JOHN Privale 99 Died of diphtheria i 0-Dec-i 5 19

Son of Patrick and Mary Myrick, of 15 Monkstown Rd., St. John's, Newfoundland.

PORTIANOS MILITARY CEMETEHY. Greece

NEWELL, VICTOR PERRIN Private 3598 Died of sickness t7-Jut17 t 9

Son of Nathan and Priscil la Newell. of Dock Bareneed, Conception Bay, NeMoundland.

AYR CEMETERY, Ayrshire. United Kingdom

NICHOLS, GEORGE DUNCAN Corporal 2A54 Killed in action j2-Ocf16 19

Son of George A. and Katie Maria Nichols, of Nicholsvil le, Deer Lake, Ne',r'foundland.

BANCOURT BRITISH CEMETERY. France

NOFTELL, PATRICK ALEXANDERPTivate 3174 Killed in action 07-Jut17 19

Son of Michael and Elizabeth Noftell, of Fleur-de-Lys, St. Barbe, Newfoundland. BARD COTTAGE CEMETERY, Belgium

NORTH, ROBERT Private 2596 Killed in action at Cambrai 20-Nov-i 7 19

Son of George and Fannie North, oi Bay Roberls, New{oundland. MARCOING BRITISH CEMETERY, France

O'BRIEN, EDWARD Private 3603 Died ol wounds 21-Ocf 18 19

Son of Frederick and Mary Fahey O'Brien, of 32 Lime St., St. John's, New,foundland.

DUHALLOW A.D.S. CEMETERY, Belqium
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O'BRIEN, JUSTIN Lance Corporal 3476 Died of wounds 20-Oct-1 8 19

Son of Michael and Mary O'Brien, of 4 Mullock St., St John s, Newfoundland.

HARLEBEKE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

O'BRIEN, MICHAEL G. Private 2968 Killed in action 25-Oct'18 18

Son ol Richard J. and Matilda O'Brien, of Witless Bay, Newfoundland. VICHTE MILITARY CEMETERY, Belgium

OLSEN, JOSEPH Private 313 Killed in action al Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Charles and Annie Olsen, of 87 Signal Hill Rd., St. John's, Newfoundland. TANK CEMETERY, GUEMAPPE, France

OSBOUHNE, JAMES Private 4912 Died of pneumonia 26-May-18 18

Son of James John and Mary Ann Osbourne, of Lewispode"

ST. JOHN'S GENERAL PROTESTANT CEMETERY, ST. JOHN'S CITY WEST, Canada

PALFREY, PATRICK Private 2582 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son of John and Margarel Palfrey, of 8 Brazil's Square, St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

PARMITER, CECIL Private 1586 Kllled in action 01-Jul-16 19

Son of John and Sarah Parmiler, of Topsail, Harbor Main, Newfoundland.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

PARMITER, NORMAN Private 3929 Died of wounds 15-Oct-18 18

Son of Samuel and Mary Parmiter, of Topsail, Conception Bay, Newfoundland"

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

PARSONS, AUBREY L. Private 1664 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of John and Martha Parsons, of Lumsden North, Fogo. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

PERRAN, WILLIAM C. Private 1690 Killed in action 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Perran, of St. John's, Newfoundland. AUCHONVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY, France

PHELAN, JAMES Private 2420 Killed in action near Neuve-Eglise 13-Apr-18 18

Son of James and Mary Phelan, of Merrymeeting Rd., St. John s, Newfoundland.

MONT NOIR MILITARY CEMETERY, ST. JANS-CAPPE, France

PHELAN, WILLIAM A. Private 2001 Killed in action at Gueudecourl 1 1 -Oct-16 1 8

Son of James and Mary Phelan, of Merrymeeting Rd., St. John's.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France

PIERCEY, JOHN CHARLES Private 1535 Killed in action 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Robertand Patience Piercey, of Bay Bulls Arm, Trinity Bay NeMoundland.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL. France

Pf KE, JAMES JOSEPH Private 1220 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Joseph and Winifred Pike, of Avondale, Harbour Main. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

PIKE, MANUEL EDWARD Private 2666 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son of Lewis and Minnie Pike, of 220 Theatre Hill, St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

PITTMAN, ABEL Private 3706 Died of wounds 14-Apr-1 8 19

Son of Benjamin and Mary Ann Pittman. of Brickyard, Smith Sound, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

NINE ELMS BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

P0LLARD, WILLIAM Private 3823 Killed in aclion near Neuve-Eglise 13-Apr-18 18

Son of Will iam and Vi(ue Ann Pollard, of Harbour Deep, White Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France
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POWELL GARLAND Private 2816 Killed in aclion at Sailly-sarll isel 02-Mar17 19

Son of James and Rosanna Powell, of Happy Adventure, Bonavista Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

POWER, FRANCIS Private 2652 Killed in action at Monchv-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son of Michael and Catherine Power, of Will iam St., St. John's.

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

POWER, JAMES MATTHEW Private 1150 Kitted in action 01.Jut-16 19

SON OI MATT|N ANd JOhanna Power, oI Boston, U.S.A. Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

PRETTY, JOHN Private 2276 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son ol Edmund and Sarah Pretty, of Chapel Arm, Trinity Bay. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

PYNN, JACK Private 4036 Died of wounds 31-Oct-18 17

Son of Daniel and Margaret Pynn, of St. John's Newfoundland. TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WIMILLE, France

QUfNTON, ALBERT EDWARD Private 3525 Died of phthisis 27-Jun-17 18

Son of Alfred and Susannah Quinton, of Southern Bay, Bonavista Bay.

PRINCETON CHURCH OF ENcLAND CEMETERY. Canada

RALPH, CECIL Private 5201 13-Jun-i8 19

Son ol George and Susanna Ralph, of Flat lslands, Bonavista Bay.

Alternative Commemoration - buried in Flat lsland Church of England Cemetery.

ST. JOHN S (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

RANDELL, MARCUS Private 3772 Died of wounds 1 7-Oct18 19

Son of Walter and Angelina Randell, of Port Rexton, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WIMILLE. France

REES, EDGAR Private 4163 Died of wounds 21-Oct-18 19

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Rees, of Bell lsland, C.8., NeMoundland.

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY, WIMILLE, France

REES, WILLIAM Private 4088 Died of wounds 27-Oct18 19

Son of George and Amelia Ann Rees, of Lance Cove, Bell lsland, Newfoundland. DUHALLOW A.D.S. CEMETERY, Belgium

REEVES, MAXWELL Private 2277 Died of meningitis 19-May.16 17

Son oi John and Sarah Reeves. of St. Lawrence, Newfoundland.

ST. LAWRENCE (ST. MATTHEWS) CHURCH CEMETERY, Canada

REID, SAMUEL Private 2366 Died of pneumonia 05-Jan-17 16

Son of Solomon and Alvina Reid, of Heart's Delight, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland. Native of South Dildo, Trinity Bay.

ST. SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION, ROUEN. France

RENDELL, ERNEST Private 1906 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 12-Oct-16 19

Son of Fred and Naomi Rendell, New Harbour, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND)

MEMOBIAL, France

Rf NG' THOMAS J. Private 2364 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Martin and Hannah Ring, of St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ROBERTS, CECIL Private 3908 Killed in action at Kieberg Ridge 14-0ct-18 18

Son of Frederick and Susanna Roberts, of Hermitage. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ROBERTS, JOHN Private 4042 Killed in action near Waterdamhoek 30-Sep- 18 l8

Son of Wiliam and Jane Roberts, of Burlington, Notre Dame Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France
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ROBERTS, THOMAS STEPHEN Private 3875 Killed in action near Ingoyghem 25-Oct-18 17

Son of Thomas and Mary Roberts, of Epworlh, Burin. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

RODGERS, EDWARD JOSEPH Private 355 Kiiled in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 1g

Son of Stephen and Katherine Bodgers, o{ 34 Flower Hill, St. John s.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

RODGERS, THOMAS Private 2632 Died of wounds 17"Apr-'17 18

Son of Stephen and Annastatia Rodgers, of St. John's, Newloundland, DOUAI COMMUNAL CEMETERY, France

ROPER, FREDERICK CHARLES Private 1 189 Killed in action 27-Nov-15 19

Son of John and Annie Roper, of Bonavista, Newioundland. AZMAK CEMETERY, SUVLA Turkey

ROSE, GEORGE Privale 2919 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Matthew and Susie Rose, ol Burgeo. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAhID) MEMORlALFrance

ROSE, JOHN Private 2175 Kilied in action at Monchy-le-Preux 23-Apr- 17 19

Son of Ambrose Rose, Cape St. Francis, Newfoundland. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

ROSS. MICHAEL JOSEPH Private 250 Killed in action 01-Jul-16 19

Native of Colchester, England. Son of James and Margaret Ross, of Portugal Cove, St. John's East, New{oundland.

AUCHONVILLERS MILITARY CEMETERY. France

RUSSELL, JOHN Private 4358 Killed in action near Vichte 20-Oct-18 1 6

Son of John and Annie Russell. of Country Rd., Bay Roberts.BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

RUSSELL, MELVILLE R. Private 2365 Killed in action near Marcoing 20-Nov-17 18

Son of Edward and Mary Russell, of 97 Pofiland St., Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUt\DLAND) MEMORIAL, France

RUSSELL, WILLIAM Private 1137 Killed in action at Beaumont"Hamel 0"1-Ju!-]6 19

Son of Samuel and Edith Russell, of Brooklyn, Bonavista Bay, New{oundland. Native o1 Plate Cove. New{oundland.

KNIGHTSBRIDGE CEMETERY, MESNIL-MARTINSART, France

RYAN, CHESLEY Private 5690 Died of pneumonia 09-Jan-19 '18

Son of Thomas and Caroline Ryan, of Round Harbour.

ST. JOHN S ANGLICAN CEMETERY, ST JOHN S CITY EAST, Canada

RYAN, PATRICK Private 3188 Killed in action at Cambrai 20-Nov-17 19

Son of Partick Ryan, Marysvale, Brigus, Newfoundland" MARCOING BRITISH CEMETEFY France

SAMSON, NEVILLE Privale 3544 Killed in action near Marcoing 03-Dec-17 18

Son of Thomas Edward and Martha Jane Samson, of Flat lslands, Bonavista Bay.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL(NEWFOUNDLAND)MEMORIAL France

SARGENT, JOHN Private 1540 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 12-Oct-16 19

Son of Michael and Cecilia Sargent, of Badger, Twill ingate. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NFWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

SEAWABD, EDWARD Private 1908 Killed in action 12-Aug-16 18

Son of Thomas and Rosely Seaward, of Red Bay, Labrador. MENIN ROAD SOUTH MILITARY CEMETERY Belgium

SHAVE, EDWIN L. Lance Corporal 1699 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of Constable Will iam Henry Shave and Isobel Shave, of Fogo.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWF0UNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

SHEPPARD, HENRY Private 5226 Died of pneumonia 0B-Jun-18 19

Son of Henry and Naomi Sheppard, of Bishop's Cove, Harbor Grace"

Alternative Commemoration - buried in Bishop's Cove Church of England Cemetery.

Porte-de-Grave. ST. JOHN S IMOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada
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SHoRTALL, LEo Private 1940 Died of wounds 29.Apr-18 19

Son of Richard and Catherine Shortall, St. John's, Newfoundland. BROOKWOOD MILITARY CEMETERY, United Kingdom

SIMMS, ERNEST Private 5580 Died of pneumonia 14-Jun-18 lg

Son of John and Maria Simms, of Richard's Harbour, Hermitage Bay.

HERMITAGE ST. SAVIOUR S ANGLICAN CHURCH CEMETERY. Canada

SIMMS, FRANK F.H. Private 2959 Killed in action near Marcoino 03-Dec-17 18

Son of Frank H. and Rose C. Simms, ol Kimberley Farm, Burin,

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

SIMMS, ROBERT RONALD Private 576 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-]6 19

Son of Adam and Mary Ann Simms, of St. Anthony, St. Barbe. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMOR|AL. France

SIMPSON, RONALD GORDON Private 3373 Killed in action near Nieppe 12-Apr-18 19

Son of Sophie Boone (formerly Simpson), of St. John's, and the late Robert Simpson.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, FTance

SKfNNER, WILLIAM Private 2933 Died of wounds 22-Nov-17 19

Son of James and Mary Ann Skinner, of Harbor Briton, Fortune Bay, Newfoundland. Native of Grand John, Fortune Bay.

ROCQUIGNY,EQUANCOURT R

OAD BRITISH CEMETERY, MANANCOURT, France

SMALL, GEORGE STEWART Private 1626 Kitted in action 01-Jut-16 19

Son o{ Roberl Jabez and Amelia M. Smatl, of Lewisporte, Notre Dame Bay, Newloundland. Native of Moreton's Harbor,

New{oundland.

HAWTHORN RIDGE CEMETERY No.2 AUCHONVILLERS, France

SMART, FRANK Private 3578 Died of heart faiture 22-May-t7 18

Son of Samuel and Fanny Smart, of Saunder's Cove, Alexander Bay, Newfoundland.

HALIFAX (FORT MASSEY) CEMETERY. Canada

SMITH, JOSIAH Private 1677 Killed in action at Beaumont Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Foster son of Matthew Smith, of Hopeall, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

ANCRE BRITISH CEMETERY, BEAUMONT.HAMEL, France

SNOW, DOUGLAS K, Private 1021 Killed in action 0i-Jut-16 19

Son of Charles and Patience Snow, of 6 Mullock St., St. John's, Newfoundland.

Born at Brigus. Conception Bay, New{oundland.

Y RAVINE CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, France

SOMERT0N, PETER Private 2779 Died of wounds 04-Dec-17 19

Son of Richard and Elizabeth Ann Somerlon, of Bell lsland, Conception Bay, Newfoundland.

Native of Portugal Cove, St. John's East. Newfoundland.

ROCQUIGNY-EQUANCOURT ROAD BRITISH CEMETERY, MANANCOURT, France

SPARKES, GEORGE JOSEPH Private 253 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-Jul-16 19

Son of George and Annie Sparkes, ol Bell lsland, BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORtAL, France

SPENOER, HERBERT MAXWELL Private 3640 Killed in action near Nieppe 12-Apr-18 18

Son of George and Mary Jane Spencer. of Springdale, Hall 's Bay, Twill ingate.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

SQUIBB, JOSIAH Private 243 Killed in action 19-Oct-15 19

Son of Charles and Jane Squibb, of Carbonear, Newfoundland HILL 10 CEMETERY Turkev
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SQUIRES, FRED Private 3584 Killed in action 05-Oct-18 19

Son of John and Leah Squires, of 68 New Gower St., St. John's, Newfoundland. Native oi Britannia, Trinity Bay

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY. Beloium

STEAD, JABEZ Private 2487 Killed in action at Monchv'Le-Preux 14-Aar-17 19

Son of Benjamin and Sarah Jane Stead, of Musgravetown, Bonavista, Newloundland

VIS-EN-ARTOIS BRITISH CEMETERY HAUCOURT, France

STONE, HARRY J. Private 2755 Killed in action

Son of Will iam and Fanny Stone, of Bell lsland, Conception Bay, Newfoundland.

Native of Pil leys lsland, Notre Dame Bay, Newfoundland.

WINDMILL BRITISH CEMETERY. MONCHY-LE-PREUX. France

STRONG, ROSS Private 3786 Died of wounds 1 6-Apr-18 19

Son of William and Sarah Ann Strong of Jackson's Cove, Green Bay, Norlhern Dame Bay, Newloundland.

BOULOGNE EASTERN CEMETERY. France

TEIXEISA, JOSEPH Private 3424 Killed in action near Wieltje 13-Mar-18 19

Brother of lgnez Teixeisa, of 5759, Bua da Fatica, Oporto. Enlisted 1 5th Jan.,1 91 7. Native of Oporlo, Porlugal.

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEM0RIAL, France

THISTLE, FRANCIS Private 2687 Died of wounds 30-Apr-17 'a

Son of Maurice and Mary Ann Thistle, of Gander Bay, Newfoundland. ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, France

23-Apr-17 19

16-Oct-1 8 19

21-Feb-16 18

'1 9-Dec-1 7 19

14-Ocf 18 19

01-Feb-16 19

THOMAS, GORDON Private 3498 Died of wounds

Son of Henry J. H. and Jemima Thomas, ol St. John's, Newfoundland.

TERLINCTHUN BRITISH CEMETERY. WIMILLE. FTance

THORNE, JAMES Private 1905 Died of sickness

Son of William and Jessie Thorne of New Harbour, Trinity Bay, Newloundland.

PAISLEY (HAWKHEAD) CEMETERY, United Kingdom

TH0RNE, JOSEPH Private 3149 Died of meningitis

Son of Joseph and Jane Thorne, of Burin. Alternative Commemoration - buried in Grand Bank Salvation Army Cemetery

ST. JOHN S (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

T|BBET, EDWARD J. Private 4214 Killed in action

Son of Abel Arthur and Flora J. Tibbet, of Little Catalina, Trinity Bay, Newfoundland.

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

TOBIN, JOHN THOMAS Private 1800 Died of measles

Son of Mr. and Mrs. John Tobin, of Burin North, Newfoundland. AYR CEMETERY, Ayrshire, United Kingdom

TUFF, FRANK PAINE Private 1694 Killed in action at Gueudecourt 12-Ocll6 18

Son of Edmund and Serena Tuff, o1 51 Hayward Avenue, St. John's.

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

TULK, RALPH Private 4207 Killed in action al Kiebero Ridoe 14-Oct-18 19

Son of Gabriel and Mary Ann Tulk, of Ladle Cove, Fogo. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

VAUGHAN, JOSEPH Privale 800 Killed in action Mochy-le-Preus 14-Apr-17 17

Son of Henry and Ellen Vaughan of St. John's. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

VOKEY, HERBERT Private 2614 Killed in action at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 19

Son of Philip Henry and Emily Ann Vokey, of Litt le Harbour, Twill ingate.

BEAUM0NT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France
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WAGG, ALBERT F. Private 327A Killed in action near l ',4arcoing 03-Dec-17 19

Son of Stephen and Selina Wagg, of Stepaside, Burin. BEAUMONT-HAMEL iNEVVFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

WELLS, CLARENCE Private 2681 Killed in action ai Monchv-le-Preux '14-Apr-17 19

Son of Matthew and Phoebe Wells, of 1.190, Ethel St. Verdun Montreal. Canada.

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL. France

WELLS, FREDERICK Private 4031 Killed in actron 14-0ct-18 19

Son of Herberl and Emma Wells, of Springdale, Notre Dame Bay. Newfoundland.

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

WHEELER, FREDERICK Private 1680 Died of wounds 10-Jul.16 19

Son of Aaron and Mrs. M. Wheeler, of Tizzard's Harbour, Newfoundland. ST. SEVER CEMETEHY, ROUEN, France

WHEELER, REUBEN Private 2787 Kilied in action 14-Oct-18 t9

Son of John (of Edward) and Mary M. Wheeler, of Lower lsland Cove, Bay de Verde, Newfoundland"

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

WHfTE, ALBERT CLARENCE Corporal 1374 Killed in actron at Monchy-le-Preux '11-Apr-17 19

Son of Will iam John and Virtue White, of Catalina, Trinity BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

WHfTE, MICHAEL Private 4121 Killed in action 03-Oct-18 lB

Son of Joseph and Evangeline White, ol Soulheast Bight, Placentia Bay, Newfoundland.

DADIZEELE NEW BRITISH CEMETERY, Belgium

WHITE, REGINALD BAYLY Sergeant 3048 Djed of disease 09.Jan-18 19

Son of Will iam Charles and Frederica Thorne White, of Fogo, Newfoundland. ETAPLES MILITARY CEMETERY, France

WICKS, FHEDERICK Private 5502 Died of pneumonia 18-Jun.18 18

Alternative Commemoration - buried in Greenspond Methodist Cemetery.

ST. JOHN S (MOUNT PLEASANT) CEMETERY, Canada

wlLt lAMS. HUGH Pr ivate 3581 Ki l led in act ion near Marcoinq 01-Dec-17 19

S:- : ' l,ta1^ rn! ruc! ir/argarel !i i l l iams, of Springdale, Hall s Bay, Twill ingate.

3EAtJ l,10NT-HAMEL i NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France

WILLS, HERBERT Corporal 2185 Killed in action near Lesboeufs 08-Dec-16 18

Son of Frederick Will iam and Mary Wilis, o{ I Exploits Lane, Grand Falls,

BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMOHIAL, France

WINSOR, GEORGE Prrvate 1845 Killed in action at Beaumont-Hamel 01-iul-16 18

Son of David and Annie Louisa Winsor, of Wesleyvil le, Bonavista Bay SERRE ROAD CEMETERY N0.2. France

WINTER, EDWARD R0ZIER Private 675 Killed in aclion at Beaumont Hamel 01-Jul-16 18

Son of Thomas and Florence Winter, ol Sl. John's. Newfoundland. Served at Gallipoli and in Egypt.

ANCRE BRITISH CEMETERY, BEAUMONT-HAMEL, FTance

WOOLRIDGE, JAMES ROBERT Private 1993 Killed in aclion at Monchy-le-Preux 14-Apr-17 18

Son of John and Phoebe Frances Woolridge, of Trinity. BEAUMONT-HAMEL (NEWFOUNDLAND) MEMORIAL, France



Appen dix 2
The Origins of Newfoundland's Remembrance Flower

In Newfoundland and Labrador, the Forget-Me-Not was worn on
July 1, Commemoration Day, from l91B unti l  about 2000. July 1 is
the date of the infamous 1916 Battle of Beaumont-Hamel when our
Regiment was aII but annihilated. The Great War Veterans
Association officially made the beautiful little blue "Forget-Me-Not"
our "Remembrance Flower" in 1918.

Due to its long and historic commemorative linkage to
Newfoundlanders in the Great War, I wanted to leam as much as I
possibly could about the Forget-Me-Not and the probable rationale
for using it as our "Remembrance Flower." To help, I turned to local
experts, namely Ross Traverse professional horticultural
consultant; and John E. Maunder - Curator Emeritus of Natural
History The Rooms Provincial Museum.

The Forget-Me-Not is a member of the Borage Family. There are
about 50 species worldwide, most being native to New Zea\and.
About a dozen species are native to Europe. However, only four
species are found in Newfoundland; three of these are introduced,
while only one, the unremarkable Small Forget-Me-Not (Myosotis
laxa),, and is native to our home.

The Forget-Me-Not has long been a symbol of true love and
remembrance; the name being known at least as far back as the year
I52A, from the French form "ne m'oubliez mye." So, perhaps it was
a generic Forget-Me-Not, rather than any one particular species, that
was the basis for the designation of the July 1 symbol. F{owever,
there is usually some very personal and relevant reason for one
symbol being chosen over another.

It is tempting to suggest that, over and above the long-standing



historical symbolism of the forget-me-not, its selection as the July 1
symbol was inspired by a particular species. or perhaps even a very
small grollp of species, that were fondly remembered "from the
gardens of home." However, it seems more realistic to suggest that
the inspiration was drawn fiorn a species vividly remembered from
the battlefields of Europe. Such is the erample of the poppy, which
existed everywhere on the battlefields of France and Belgium,
particularly after the ground had been tom up and pulv errzed.

John Maunder advised me of a scientific paper published in l9l7
(Bulletin of Miscellaneous Information: # 9-10: pp. 2974A0, Kew
Gardens, London) which described the flora of the "Somme
Battlefield" as it recovered frorn the almost total devastation of the
previous year. The list of plants springing up from the muddy craters
and ridges of the former battleground comprised over 25 species,
including the Field Poppy (Papaver rhoeas), and just one species of
forget-me-not - the "Field Forget-Me-Not" (Myosotis arvensis).

Was it this Field Forget-Me-Not that was the inspiration for
Newfoundland's July 1 flower? It is probable, but difficult to say
with total accuracy. Often mentioned as alternate candidates are the
lar-eer and more showy Garden Forget-Me-Not (Myosotis sylvatica)
and Large Forget-Me-Not (Myosotis scirpoides). All three of these
species have been introduced to Newfoundland from Europe.

Whatever the specific inspiration, the Forget-Me-Not was
certainly an appropriate choice. [ts bear-rtiful blue and blue-pink
flowers bloom in May and June, making them an ideal July 1 symbol.

The Forget-Me-Not flower (artificial version) r.vas utilized during
Remembrance Day Ceremonies on July 1 by the Newfoundland
Command of The Royal Canadian Legion up until about 2000.

In 2406, while accompanying the Royal Newfoundland
Regiment on its pilgrimage to France and Belgium in my capacity
as chair of the Regimental Advisory Council, I recall an issue relating
to a Canadian Forces' military directive which cleariy dictated
uniform protocol, including the wearing of badges/insignia and
related war memorabilia. Prior to the Regirnent's departllre, E,dward
Roberts, our Regimellt's Honourary Colonel and then Lieutenant
Governor of Newfoundland and Labrador,, had sought authorization



from the Canadian Armed Forces in permitting Regirnent personnel
to wear the "Forset-Me-Not" durins offlcial cornmemorative
activities.

Up until our arrival in France, Mr. Roberts had not received a
reply" He then approached Newfoundland-born Chief of Defence
Staff Rick Hillier and sought his pennission for the Regiment to wear
the commemorative flower special to Newfoundlanders since 1917 .
General Rick Parsons, Army Commander supported his efforts. The
upshot was that General Hillier gave his perrnission for the troops to
wear the flower in their uniforms during the 2006 pilgrirnage.

On his return home, Mr. Roberts wrote to General Hillier',
requesting his intervention in allowing the members of the Regiment
to wear the "Forget-Me-Not" rvhile cofflmemorating the Regiment -

WWl. Thanks to the determined efforts of Mr. Roberts, and the swift
intervention of General Hillier, soldiers of the Royal Newfoundland
Regirnent are now pennitted, under written order, to wear the flower
on their uniforms during appropriate WW I commemorations.

I would like to see our province once again make the Forget-Me-
Not the July 1 - Remembrance Day Flower, and bring back this great
commemorative tradition in honour of'the Newfoundlanders who
participated in the First Worid War. As I said at the start of this book,
I think the Royal Canadian Legion, of which I am a long time proud
inember, should seriously consider re-introducing the selling of this
small and appropriate floral tribute as a fund raiser for military
veterans and their families, as was so faithfirlly done by the Ladies
Auxiliarrr of the Great War Veterans Association fbr manv years.



i i 
'.' 

i . : . I : '..

References

Canada Rernembers: The First Nev;lbundlctnd Regirnent ttnd the Battle of the Somme.
Veterans Affairs Canada <w\vw.vac-acc.gc.ca> 2006.
Canadian Letters and Images Project <r,vww.canadianletters.cat (Dr. Stephen Davis).
Cashin, Major Peter (Buehler. Dick, Editor). My Life and Tintes I 89A- l 9I9. Breakrvater
Books Limited 1976: Portugal Cove, Nervfbundland 1976.
Ccrntrc tbr NewfbLrndland Stuclies * Memorial University of Newfoundland. Extensive
Archival Holdings. Queen Elizabeth II Building, MLrN Campus: St. John's
<http: /r ,elma. l ibrary.rnun.ca>.
Chisholm" Jessie. Puhlic Histrtry anrJ Prtvrtte Memor.v - I'lew,foundlttnders -WW1. Lecture
in collaboration with The Roorns Provincial Archives and the Trinity Historical Society
Arcirivcs.
Christie. Nonn. For King and Entpire : The New.foundlanders in the Great Wa4 The Western
Frant l9l6-l  qlB.CEF Books: Ottau,a 2003.
Commonwealth War Graves Cornmission. Debt of Honour 2009-2010 <www.cwgc.org>.
Crarnnr, Richard. The Firsl Five Hundred. C.F. Williams and Son: New Ybrk, U.S.A.
Davidson, Sir Walter Edward. Sir ll'alter Duvidson Marut,sc'ript Collection: Textual Record.s
anrl Photctgruphs 1914- 1917. Provincial Archives of'Newfoundland and Labrador
Manuscrilrt Collection: The Rooms Corporation" St. John's.
Dohey. Larry. The Rornan Catholic' Chw"ch in New,Jbundlsnd and Wl4'1. Unpublished paper.
Roman Catholic Archives: Archdiocese of St. John's, Neu,tbundland 1996.
Evans, Suzanne. Mothers oJ'Heroes, lvlothers o.l'Marty's: lYorld War I and the Politics ol-
Griel. McGill-Queen's University Press: Montreal 2007.
Facey-Crowther, David. W'ur untl Remembrunce: Soldier.s'Diaries, Letters and Mentoirs
,t/'tlre Great War. Lecture to Newfbr"rndland Museum: St. John's 1999.
(i.illr>hari. John. Trenthing in Gullipoli: A Newfoundland Soldier s Story of'the First World
,1.r,  Dl iC' Publishing: St. John's 2005 - Second Edit ion. Original ly publ ished 1916.
(irrdner. Brian. The Big Push: A Portrait of the Bnttle of the Somme. Cassell & Company
Ltcl.  London, England. 1961.
I{e1'fenran" Colonel J. Adrian. Histrtrl' rl' the Church Lad,s Brigacle. Lecture to
Nen,foundland Genealogical Society: St. Johns 1997.
Keegan, John. The Face of'Battle; A Stttdy oj-Agincourt,lVaterloo and the Somme. Pimlico
100- l :  London 1976.
Kenney. Paul and Murphy, Tany. The Trail of the Caribou. Creative Books: St..lohn's 1991.
Lind, FrancisT. The Letter,c rt"fu[u1,6 Lind: Neufoundlandis L,nofficial War Corresponrlent,
l9 l4-  1916.Kl | l i ck  Prcss:  St .John 's2001 -SecondEdi t ion,or ig ina l lypubl ishedin  1919.
Miller (Russell), Elizabeth. Arms anrt the lVew't'bundlander: Poetrtt o/'the Great War Harry
Crrff Ptrblications Limited: St. John's * 1994.
itlert,fbwtr{land artd the Great trl?r <www.heritage.nf.calgreatwar> March 2006.
it/er,rfoundlund and the Great War - Selected V4alerials. Newfoundland Collection: St.
.lohn's Public Libraries. Arts and Cultulal Centre" St. .lohn's"
NetvJbuwlland Quarterl.v.Yarious Issues. Centre For Newfbundland Studies, Memorial
Univers ity of Newfbundland.
Nicholson, Colonel C. Tlte Fighting Newfbundluncler: A flistory oJ' The Ro1'ql
Tvevl,foundland Regimerf. Govemment of Newfoundland: St. John's 1964.
Nervspapers (Newfoundland) - SelectedArticles 19l4-1919: Evening Telegram, St. John's;
Daily News, St. .lohn's; (iuardian (Bay Roberts); Twillingate Sun, Twillingate.
Parsons, W. David. Pilgrimage: A Guide to the Newfiiundland Regiment in tltorld ll'ar One.
Crcative Publishers: St. John's. Newfoundland 1994.



i  r : t i ' i i i : : f  i : . i : ; : : . i : , i :  i , i  I  : t i , , , : i i  i t , , , ' - '  l f t . . ' t l . , , , , i : ,  , J l " : i

Patey, Francis. trleterans o/'the North. Creative Publishers: St. John's, Newfoundland and
Labrador 2003.
Pun'.es. Alec A. Collec'ting Medals und l)ecorotions. J.B. Hayward & Son: Polstead, Suffolk
1961.
Records, Archival. Churc'h Lads Brigade Nev'fbundlantl and Labrador History. C.L.B.
Museum and Archives: St. John's, Major William Tilley, Archivist. <rvww.theclb.ca>.
Records, Archival. Provincial Archives of Newfoundland and Labrador. The Rooms
Corporation: St. John's. (Extensive Archival Holdings related to Royal Newfoundland
Regiment - World War One. <wu'w.therooms.ca>.
Roy'al Ner.vfoundland Regiment Museum. Historl, of the Regiment. Extensive Archival
Holdirrgs. Lt. Colonel A. l-lall'yard, Chair RNR Museum Committee.
Records. Archival. Vforld LLhr One Memorial fi"ibute. St. Bonaventure's College: St. John's.
Complin.rents of Father Vemon Boyd Principal 2003.
Records, Archival. Roman Catholic Archives. Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St. John's:
2003. (Dohey. Larr,u - Archivist).
Ruggenberg, Rob (Editor). The Heritage o/ the Great Ll/ar.www.greatv,ar.nl (July 8'r',2010).
Slrarpe, Christopher A. The Rac'e of Honour": An Analvsis dEnlistntents and Ca.gualties
intheArrneclFnrceso/ 'Newtbundland: 1914-l9lS.NewfbundlandStudies4, I  (1988)0823-
1737:  St .  John 's .
Stacey. A. J. and Stacey, Jean (Edu'ards). Mernoirs o/'a Blue Putte.e: The New/bundland
Regintent in llbrld Wnr One. DRC Publishing: St. John's 2002.
Steele, Lieutenant Orven W. - (Facey-Clrowther, David R., Editor). Lieutenant Ov;en William
Steele of-the Nev,fowrcllund Regintent: Diaries and Letters. McGill-Queen's University
Press: Montreal 2002.
Talbot House. Talbot I{ou,se. 1915....? Ever}t lu[an -s Club. Talbot House (Dries): Belgium
<www.talbothouse. be>,
Tait" Major R.H. "The Ti"ail of the Claribou": The Ro1,o7 Newfoundlancl Regintent l9l4-
/918. Neivfoundland Publishing Co. Inc.: Boston, Mass. 1933.
The Disra/.f. Lemessurier, Mabel - editor. Royal Ciazette Publishing: St. John's 1916. Centre
fbr Neu,fbundland Studies - Memorial university of Newfoun<iland.
Trinity Historical Society. The Battle of the Somme: A Generation Lost But Never Forgotten
{w$'w. newfoundlandthesomme>. J im Mil I er, Proj ect Manager.
Van Ernden. Richard. Bo-v Soldiers of the Great LVar; Their Ov,n Stories F-or The First Tinte.
Headline Book Publishing: London, England 2005.
The Vetermt lllagazine (Newfbundland). Various Issues. Centre fbr Newfoundland Studies
- Memorial University of Neu,fbr.rndland.
IYar and Renternbranc:e"' Soldiers' Diaries, Lette.rs
Newfoundland Museum. Centre for Newfoundland
Newfoundland: November 1 999.

and lv[emoirs of'the Great War.
Stuclies, Mernorial University of

Waren, Ciale D. Lbluntarism and Pau'iotism; Neufoundlantl tr\/omen ls lV'ur lYork dw,ing the
Fit",tt LL'rtrld W'ar Research Paper -- Master of Arts Program, Department of History,
Memorial University of Newfoundland: August 2005. Centre fbr Newfbundland Studies -
Memorial University of Nervfbundland.



About the Author

Garrett (Garv) Brov,ne, M.O.M.

ls a Past-Chair of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment Advisory
Council, and a person who has proudly contributed to raising the
history profile of the Regirnent over the past number of years:
instrurnental in having the Caribou Softball Memorial Complex in
Pleasantville named in honour of the Regiment; co-authored the
compell ing book "Soldier Priest In the Kil l ing Fields of Europe
wwl - Lt. colonel Thomas lrlangle"; one of the key people who
pulled together a colnlnittee to retain historic Pleasantville as the
home of Canadian Forces Station St. John's and the Royal
Newfoundland Regirnent; acqr"rired the comprehensive WWl
Captain Gerald whitty Photo Album for the Rooms Archives



Division and the Regirnent Museum; instrumental in getting long
over-due recognition for members of the Newfoundland Regiment
who, along with others, put their lives in danger in order to save
victims of the horrific Knights of Columbus Fire - St. John's during
WW2; has lectured on the Regiment's illustrious history to name just
some of his accomplishments for an organrzation he greatly admires.

Gary has a strong connection with the rnilitary both on a National
and Provincial basis: former member of the Canadian Armed Forces
(Regular) - Royal Canadian Artillery - 1966-1969; a Past Vice-
President of the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 4T , Labrador City;
a Past President of the Newfoundland and Labrador Army Cadet
League and a former long serving director with the Signal Hill Tattoo
Association.

Gary retired fiom the Royal Newfoundland Constabulary in 2003
with the rank of Deputy Chief of Police after serving iliore than 3 1
years of dedicated service. In 2001 Gary was one of the first 23
Canadian Police Officers to be inducted into the National Order of
Merit of Police Forces (Canada), and the first native Newfoundlander
and Labradorean to be inducted into this prestigious Order. He
graduated from a three year Memorial University Course in Law
Enforcement and Comrnunity Relations with distinction. In 20A6
Gary authored the acclaimed book "To Serve and Protect: The
Newfoundland Constabulary on the Home Front WW2."

In 2009 Gary was awarded the Volunteer Service Medal by the
Army Cadet League of Canada for his 17 years of "exemplary
service and dedication to the National Army Cadet Leaque and to its
cadets."

Gary and his wife of 40 years, Paula (Cleary) of Harbour Grace,
are avid hikers and they have three children - Chris (Parn), Danielle,
and Greg (Pippa).




	File0001
	Scan10001
	Scan10002
	File0001

	File0002
	File0003
	File0004
	File0005
	File0006
	File0007
	File0008
	Scan10001

