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*this book is presented in it�s original format.

the pages are unflipped so in order to read this book proper-
ly, you must read it from right to left.

Just read in the direction of the black arrow located at the
top of each page. 
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it's 
dangerous.

mioko, don't play
by yourself 

near the lake 
out back.

yes, 
mother.

a devil lives in 
those waters. 
if you get too 
close, it'll pull 
you in!







! 

whenever 
I feel 

lonely, I 
visit her.

but when I 
look into the 

water, she looks 
back at me with 

my own smile 
on her face. 

and she 
laughs 
softly



!

did you 
guys 
come 

to 
meet 
me? 

hey.

may 
I 

help 
you?

oh, 
excuse 
me. I'm

Whine, 
whine.



!

Whine, 
whine.

gasp!

ms. 
mioko!

sir.

what's 
all 
this 

about?

ah! 
takaya

!

oh, 
sawa

Gasp!

mrs. 
umeda?

eeeek!



!

what's 
all 
this 

about
?



!
So, you're 

the person 
my Uncle 

Saeki 
recom-

mended�

my 
name's 
nat-
suko 

higuchi.

please 
forgive 

what 
hap-

pened 
earlier.

I was 
hired 
as a 

live-in 
maid.

you 
see

please  
understand 
it has nothing
to do with
you. it's just

huh?

I 
can't 
allow 
you to 

live 
here.

It's true 
that one     
of our 

maids quit 
last month 
and we 
need 
help, 
but...



!

The fact that
you came on
this of all 

days is almost
too uncanny. 

�you look 
exactly 
like my 
dead 
wife.

all my relatives
are here to com-
memrate the
forty-ninth day
since her death.
the ceremony
was today.
They've 
got dirty 
hands.

�but
�

I'll 
never 
find as 
good a 

position 
as this 

one 
and�

your dead 
wife? so 
that's why 
everyone 
was

That's 
right.

don't concern 
yourself 
about that. 
we'll arrange 
a severance 
package for 
you. and 
I can 
give you 
another 
month's 
salary 
if you 
wish.

You 
don't 

under-
stand...

I�ve
already

been
given an
advance
for this
month�s
salary



!

It's 
not 
like 
you 
at 

all.

why 
not

?

and you 
really 
don't plan 
on rejecting 
someone 
recommended 
by uncle
saeki, do you?

haruki.

what's the big
deal? it's not

so strange
for two 

people to
look alike. it 
happens all

the time.

Um
�

ms. higuchi, 
you may ask ms.
sawa about your
duties. if you'll

excuse me, i 
have other 

commitments

�Oh, 
alright. 

Take her 
to Ms.
Sawa.



!

Takaya    
is 

really busy
and almost
never at 
home, so 
don't 
feel 
too 
bad.

you 
really 

do look 
like her.

um 
thanks 
for help-
ing me.

what 
kind of 
work 
does 

he do?

many years ago, the 
hagiwara family business
began as a department
store. today it's grown
to be the owner and
manager of hundreds of 
different businesses.
My trump card.

they 
wanted her 

to marry 
takaya, so 
he could 

take on the 
family name.

mioko was 
the only 

child in the 
hagiwara 

family.

is the
resem-
blance 
really 
that

aw, I'm 
just the 
family 
busybody. 
it's sort 
of like 
my job.

yes. 
she 
was 

beau-
tiful 

as 
well.

since I'm such
a nice guy, i'll
take the time
to explain it
to you.

I...I
knew 
that.

But,
wha�
what

about
her?



!

he 
pushed 
them..

?

when       
takaya

took over, the 
company got out
of its slump.  but 
since there were 
so many rivals 
within the compa-
ny, his takeover 
caused 
quite a 
stir.

my           
uncle - mioko's 
father - chose
takaya to be
hisbusiness 
successor.

I guess it 
makes sense 

thatmy 
uncle pushed 

takaya and 
mioko to 

get married.

um
did his    
wife 
become 
ill?

with 
takaya at the 
head of the 
family, my 
uncle felt he 
could rest 
in peace.

my uncle was 
in a hurry. he 
knew he had 
terminal 
cancer.



!

what
?!

can you see 
the lake at 
the very back
of the 
garden?

look.

mioko 
died 
in 

that 
lake.

...but I
think it 
was 
suicide, 
maybe 
even

she
couldn't 
swim so 
most people
think it was
an accident. 



!

�
murder.

pleased 
to 
meet 
you.

ah, your 
name's 

natsuko 
higuchi, 
right?

I've kept 
you too 
long. How 
selfish 
of me.

�

well, 
then, 
I'll        

show 
you around 

and tell 
you what     
you, ah, 
have to 
do.

yes.

did, ah, mr. 
hagiwara 
explain 

the  
situation 
to you? 

my  
name's 
sawa 

koizumi. 
i'm, ah, 

the head 
house- 
keeper.

Maybe�



!

Your 
room's 
over 
here.

I wouldn't 
call this the 

warmest 
welcome I've 

ever had.

...that's why he said he
wouldn't hire me.

he knew 
this would 

happen

a woman 
who looks 

just like his 
dead wife

I wonder 
what he was 
thinking?



!
mioko.

This isn't the
time to gawk.

please, 
leave me 
alone.

�with the 
presidency 
of a suc-
cessful 
company.
Huh, but,

th� this is
totally
crazy.

You've fulfilled 
my father's dying
wishes and been 

rewarded� Hurry, we  
don't have time.

Now I've 
served my 
purpose.
Hold it!!

You have nothing to worry
about. You should go to 

the woman you really love.
It's a live broadcast!



!

alright, 
alright. 
I'm 
com
ing.

mioko!

hey! 
sit.



!

these 
dogs 
took a 
liking 
to you 
right 
away.

you 
know, 

it's 
really 

strange.

oh, I'm
sorry. 
was I 
too 
loud?

well 
done.



!

they're 
guard dogs 

so they 
usually 

don't like 
strangers.

the 
dogs are 
probably 
making a 
mistake!

you 
came

so 
soon 
after 

her 
death.

it's not 
your 
fault 

you have 
the 

same 
face but

I 
under-
stand.

I can't 
stay here 
too long.

ms. koizumi, I've 
been thinking I�m
going to stay here
for a month
sincethe advance.
butI think it'd be
best if I go after
that.

nemai?

yes 
sir.

Tsk.

I saw her 
picture in the 
living room. do 
we really look 
that 
alike?

that's 
right...



!

the 
west 

annex is a library. 
the tea's for the 
librarian working 
there                  
right                   
now.                    

ms. 
natsuko, 

take 
this tea 
to the 
west 

annex.

consider 
it done, 

sir.
her 

name's 
nat-
suko 

higuchi
.

I'd like 
you to 

look into 
this new 
house- 
keeper.

yes, 
ms. 

koizumi.



!

I
knew 
mioko 
well.

oh, I'm 
new here. 
my name's 
natsuko 
higuchi.

you're

my 
name's 
arima.

nice to 
meet 
you.

I know. we 
met during 
the forty-
ninth day 
ceremony. 
don't you 
remember?

yeah, I 
was

hired 
by mr. 

hagiwara 
senior.

oh. 
have 
you 

been 
here 

long?

I'm the 
librarian. 
I'm also 
compiling 
the history 
of the 
hagiwara 
company.

excuse 
me.



!

so, 
it's 

really 
true.

it's 
like 
she's 
been 

reborn.

You 
should
wear 
your 
hair 

down.

mioko 
always 
used 
to do 
that .

pl-
please, 
let go!

She 
was�



!

excuse 
me.

oh! 

sl
am

!

that 
man

shiver



!

there's 
no 

question

I see. 
I guess 

I'll 
move 
on.

that
was mrs. 
hagiwara's 
room. I
only open 
it to air 
it out.

it 
won't 
open huh

?

please 
do.

oh, 
natsuko, 
don't 
bother 
with that 
room.



!

...she lived 
in this
house.

they 
must 
have 

gotten 
along 
well.

the 
flower's 
become
so torn 

and
sparse.

...is 
slowly...

and all this 
strange 

behavior i'm 
seeing

...making 
sense.

...but he always 
took time out 
to care for 
his wife. she 
was rather 
frail, you 
know.        

Mmm. Mr. 
Hagiwara 
was very 
busy...

oh, that's 
mrs. 

hagiwara's. 
where'd 
you find

it?

ms. 
koizumi, 

I foundthis 
barrette.

it was  
a present 

from mr. 
hagiwara. 

she was 
always very 
fond of it.



!

then 
what

?

during       
the 

autopsy, 
they           
found 

out mrs. 
hagiwara 
was two                
months               
along.               

...never 
tell 
mr. 

hagiwara 
I told 

you this.

she finally
got 

pregnant, 
but then...

she
must not 
have known 
the news was,
after all, a 
terrible 
shock to mr. 
hagiwara

Oh my! 
What
ever 
you 
do�

What
about
Mrs. 

Hagiwara
's child?



!

this 
lake...

it's very 
close to 

the annex.



!

NO 
MATTER HOW
YOU LOOK AT
IT I�M BETTER
THAN SHE IS!!

it's you.
Good

morning,
Ms. Akai.

don't 
worry 
about 

looking 
like my 

wife.

my wife 
hardly 
ever 
wore 
western 
clothing 
and 
never 
ran 
with 
the 
dogs.

you 
don't 
have 

to run 
away.

believe me, 
you look like
a completely 

different 
person. 

wait 
a 

second!

oh
...

but this 
is where...

.....



!

those 
flowers

... 

I'm sure 
you've 
heard 
this is 
where 

my wife 
died.

she used 
to come 
here and 
gaze at 
her 

reflection in 
the water.    
maybe             
that               
reflec-             
tion                
pulled              
her in.              



!

no 
one 

heard 
her 

cries 
for 
help.

her 
voice 
was 
too

quiet

that day 
she had on 

a long-
sleeved 
kimono 

that she 
used to 

wear 
before 

we were 
married.

as she reached 
for an iris at 

the water's edge, 
she lost her 

footing.

one 
evening 

she came 
out here 
to pick 
some 

flowers



!

why 
do 
you 

think 
she did 
that?

of 
course.

you 
loved 
your 
wife, 

didn't 
you?

uh, mr. 
hagiwara

please 
excuse 

me. 

I'm 
sorry. 

I never 
should've 
brought 
this up.

I don't 
know what 
people say 
behind my 

back.

he 
thinks...

...she 
commit-

ted 
suicide? 

......



!

to 
marry 
just 
for 

money.

but I'm 
not a 

strong 
enough 
person

the flowers 
in the water 
answer my 
question.

I didn't 
have to 
ask.

I'm a fool.



!there's nothing 
suspicious about 

this natsuko 
higuchi. even the 
recommendation 

was genuine.

I've started 
to doubt 
everything.

all the 
company 

infighting 
has made 

me paranoid.

she's not 
related 
to the 
hagiwara 
family.

she wasn't 
sent by any 
company 
enemies.

...I'm so 
tired.

mioko.



!

n
at

s
u
k
o
!

doing 
some 
shop-
ping?

if you've 
got some 

time, wanna 
go for a cup 
of coffee? 

I'm 
right in 

the 
middle 

of some-
thing.

do 
you 

know 
mr. 

arima?

the 
key 

to my 
trunk 
broke.

ha
ru
ki.

what's 
that? 
a key?

oh, 
thanks.

here 
you 
are, 
miss.

Um
�



!

it's crazy, 
I feel like 
i'm sitting 

across 
from 
mioko.

she 
asked 

me 
about 
arima, 
too.

he's 
not my 

type 
at all. 

he       
crawled   
out 
from     
some 

university
department. 
mioko's 
father 
hired 
him.

yeah. 
what 

a 
creep.

I'll bet 
you 

agree 
with me, 
natsuko.

huh?

she 
did?

it's 
takaya 
I find 
attr-
active

.

this 
guy's...

it's 
like 
deja 
vu.



!

I told 
her 

to be 
careful 
of him. 

you see, 
I hap    

pened to see  
arima meeting

with takaya's       
company          
rivals.          I'll tell 

you the 
same 
thing, 

natsuko. 
be 

careful.

yeah

what 
the...?

mr. 
arima



!

I'm tired  
and would 

like to
be alone .

welcome 
home, 
sir.

oh 
it's 

late. 
you 

should 
go 
to 

bed.

as 
you 

wish, 
sir.



!

that 
room 
is...!



!

Mio
�



!

you 
do 

too, 
don't 
you?

it's 
bet-
ter 
this 
way. 

every-
one 

wants 
to see 
mioko 
again.

what'
Are 
you 

doing...?



!

what's the 
meaning of 
this? stop 
this cruel 

joke.

You're 
not 

Mioko.

no. ms. 
mioko 
didn't

I've 
never 
laid a 
finger 
on her.

it 
couldn't 

have 
been 

my child.

she 
was 

preg-
nant.

it's 
almost 
like I 

led her 
to her 
death

please 
don't 
make 

me



!

when I
married

her, the 
company was 

in bad shape.    
Mr. Hagiwara 
was deathly 
ill.

if you hate 
me this much, 
why did you 
agree to 
marry me?

her 
father's 
business 

was my first 
consideration.

You should've 
refused.

I have no 
freedom.

�a person 
my father 
chose.

how could i ? I
was only 
allowed 
to marry

besides, I
know you 
have some-
one else.

you can't 
blame me.

is this 
your 

way of 
rebelling?

What're 
you 
talking 
about? I met her.



!

I 
thought 
I had 
plenty 

of time with         
mioko, Aargh!
that we could
resolve our 
problems 
gradually.

...but I 
wasn't 
able 

to spend time
with her before
or even after 
we got married.
Yaaah!

I 
cornered 

her.

if I 
could 
have 

noticed 
much 

earlier

that 
she 
had 

someone 
else

but I won't 
force you to 
do anything.

you never 
believe me, 
no matter
what I say.

when I 
visited 

this 
house on 
business 
a long 

time ago

I loved 
her from 
then on.

...she was looking at 
me through some       

flowers.



!

you're 
the 
only 
one 

mioko 
loved.

...what 
are

you..?

ms. 
nat-

suko?

no, 
I'm 
not.

...I'm

...mioko's 
reflec-

tion 
in the 
water.



!

...I     
know what 

mioko's 
thinking.

so...

if you 
still 
love 
her



!



!

But it's 
too hard 
I'm actually 
attracted 
to him.

...what 
a fool 
I am.

I thought 
I could 

really 
be her.

I can't 
regret 

anything 
now.



!

He's 
coming.

nat
suko?

gasp!

I'd 
better 

go.



!

You've 
been 

waiting 
for 
me? 

...mi-
mioko



!

that's 
right. 

why 
do 
you 

think 
that 
is?

you see    
this kimono... 

like what I 
was wearing
that evening...

but-
wha-

you're 
mioko, 
aren't 
you?

The torn 
flower 

was on the 
floor in the 
annex where
it was ripped, 

right?

and the 
barrette, 

I 
assume?

I see 
you 

found 
my 

letter.

mioko.

ah...

�before 
you made 
me live a lie!

So I can 
remember what 
I felt like before 
I was married�

a long-sleeved 
kimono?



I'll never 
let you 
go.

ow!

you 
told 
me he 
had a 
lover

...that 
my father 
paid him 
to marry 

me

that I've 
loved him 
for so long.

and tonight, finally

..I'll tell
him how I 
really feel.

argh! 

...but now 
I know you 

told me lies.

...who 
deceived 
me.

...and 
it 
was 
you

all that 
scum 
from 
the 

company

I never
dreamt 
that you'd 
deceive me...!

no.
...that I
couldn't 
see the 
truth.

I was so 
angry with 
my father

!



!

I always
loved you. 
that's why

no matter 
how long 
it takes.

...I'd do 
anything 

to make him 
forgive me.

I'll never 
forgive you 
for what
you did 
to me

you 
belong 
to me!

pl-
please
s-stop!



!

...with 
the 

flowers. argh! 
so 
it's 

true...!

but you 
drowned, 
I'm sure 

of it

before you 
could cry 
out you'd 
fallen in

..it was
you...who

killed...my 
sister



!

stop
!

mioko!

natsuko!taka
�

let 
go 
of 

her!



!

I'm�

mioko's
twin 

sister.

Don't 
look.



!

natsuko

I 
came 
here 

to find 
the truth 
about my 
sister's        
death

to get a
sense 

of 
closure.

every-
thing's 
over.

the 
police 
have 
left.



!

I want 
you to 
listen 
right 
now

no.

I'll 
hear
your

story 
after

you 
wake up.

you'd 
better 

rest 
now...

nobody 
knew 
about 
mioko 
and 
me

...
except 

our 
real 

mother.

she      
couldn't have     

children, so mr.   
hagiwara had
another woman 
bear his 
children.

the late 
mrs. hagiwara 

was not 
our real 
mother.



!

we were never
rich but with
help from my 

mother's family, 
I had a happy 

childhood.

she left my 
sister with 

the hagiwaras 
and took me 
back to her 

home
town.

that 
woman 

was 
our 

mother.

...I
never 
knew I
had a 
twin 

sister.

of 
course

...ran into 
mioko by 
the tea 
house.

I got 
lost in 
the temple 
gardens 
and

until one day, 
when I came 
here on a 
high school 
field trip.



!

that was the 
first time we'd 

seen each 
other but

...we 
knew 

we were 
twins.

...I 
understood 
how I could
feel lonely

and sad 
for no 
reason.

when 
mioko got  

married I      
secretly           

wished her all
the happiness 
in the
world.

...the 
moment 
our eyes 

met

when my 
mother was 

about to
pass away,

she told me
the truth,

but

...mioko and 
I lived in two 
completely 
different 

worlds.  we
never saw each 

other again.

suddenly...



!

...I felt 
cold

I 
cried 
all 

night.

...mioko 
had 
died.

I
knew
that

but on 
the 

day she 
drowned



!

she was 
calling 
for you.

I could 
hear 
her 

cries 
for 
help.

...I'm 
sorry...

I came 
here to 
tell you 

that 
mioko 
loved 
you.



!

be quiet. 
you'll 
wake 

everyone 
up.

I'm sorry for
leaving without 
saying good-bye.

but I can't stay 
here any longer.

hey!

because I...



!

that's 
right.

was it 
really 
only 
for 

mioko?

it's 
hard 

to 
leave.

if you have 
to leave you 

should at 
least tell 
me where 

you're going.

I want
to ask

you 
some-
thing.

were 
you not 

attracted 
to me 

at all?

about 
last 
night 

I...I
thought  

you 
were 

sleeping



!

you 
look 
like a 
completely 
different 
person.

if you 
really 
know 
how 

mioko 
feels

didn't 
I... tell 

you 
before?

I�

would she say, 
if I say I want 
to make you 
happy?

...well she 
would
probably......



!

end of the devil in the
water.

.....return 
my smile 
from the 

water.







!

around here 
there's 

nothing but 
fields. it's 

like a 
painting of 

"tranquility."

I'm 
pretty 

carefree

it's not 
likethe 
city 
that 
I'm used 

to but I've     
grown
to like            
this        
place.

...but 
still, 

I'm 
surprised 
I came all 

this way 
with him.

...it's 
morning.



!

I'm ever 
so kind 
not to 

wake him 
up.

�

mmm..
.

it's nice 
sitting next

to him, 
watching 

his 
sleeping 

face.

...oh, 
you're 

awake?

I can't  
say he 

gets up 
early 
for 

work.

but I
want him 
to get 
up before 
I starve 
to death.

of 
course, 
I don't 
get up 

too 
early, 

either.



!

good 
morning, 

eme.

good 
morning, 
darling. 

I'm 
hungry.

*sigh* 
a new 
day's 
begun 
again.

I 
know. 
wait a 
sec.



!

this rental 
is a typical 
old-fash-

ioned 
japanese 

house, built 
before the 
second war.

looks 
like it's 
spring 

outside.

I've
never seen
spring in this
place. I can't
wait to see the
flowers.

there's a 
magnifi-

cent 
magnolia 

in the 
garden, 

so every-
one 

around
here 

calls it
the 

"house of 
magno-

lias."

soon 
the 

flowers 
will 

blossom.
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she was 
here 
long 

before 
we came.

she 
also 
lives 
here.

here 
she 

comes.

...a 
ghost

because 
there's 

no 
other 

explan-
ation.

...I 
guess 
you'd 
call 
her

but...
he 

can't 
see her.

No!
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it's not 
like I

see her 
everyday, 
mind you.

she's like
a reflection of 
the life that
used to fill this
old building 
long ago.

but 
that's 
about 
all I
know.

judging 
from her 
clothes 

and 
mannerisms, 
I can tell
she's not 
from this 

time.
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sometimes 
he gets the 

feeling 
there's a 

woman 
in the 

house but

because
she's 
never
once

tried to 
interfere 
with our 

lives.

...it's 
just a 
feel-
ing.

even
though he's a
writer, I 
sometimes 
think he's a 
bit dim.

?

I've 
never 

spoken 
with
her.
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hey, 
asai.

hello,
shinohara  
here.         

what?

I'm still 
working on
the manu-
script but

don't worry

I heard 
asai say 

once that 
he's afraid 

of cats. 
how rude.

that's 
his 

friend 
and 

editor.

kyoko 
came to 
see me. 

she
asked 

me 
where

you went 
to.
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I don't 
wanna 

see her 
right

now, or 
anybody! 

it's not your
fault you could-
n't come back.
look, you know
she got married

because-  

fumiaki.

I didn't but she 
told me you 
haven't called 
her since 
you came 
back to 
japan.

I left 
her five 
years 
ago.

don't 
tell 
her.

please, 
just leave 
me alone 

for a 
little 
while.

asai, you know how   
much I hated all     
the press
interviews 
and visitors 
when I got 
back.

I 
first 
saw 
him
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...when 
he was 
bone- 
tired 
and 

world- 
weary.

eme.

I 
shouldn't 
have had 
a phone 

installed.

I'm 
still 
not 

ready.

that's 
right.

I wouldn't 
have

stayed 
with him if 
he'd been 
just any 
old guy.
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if my 
mother 
hadn't 

stopped me,
I would've 

gone abroad 
again.

I don't 
know 
what's 
making 
youso 
sad... 

but I
cansee
you've
been 

wound-
ed.

all 
wound

s 
heal.

huh
?

I came 
here 
to be 
alone
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it's 
strange 
for us to 
make eye 
contact 
like that.

it's too 
bad he 
can't 
see
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a...
piano?

where's that 
music coming 
from? it sounds
like someone's 
playing inside 
this house.

someone 
is.

she's playing. I 
guess there 
used to be a 
piano in here.

that's a 
beautiful 

tune.
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this is 
how she 

empathizes.

I'm a little 
surprised, 
though.

like 
us 

cats...

...she 
can 

sense 
a 

broken 
heart.

the 
tree's 

going to 
blossom 

soon.

wonderful! 
do you have 

any idea how
much strength 
those flowers 
will bring you?

hey, 
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until 
then, 

I'll give 
you a 
little 
of my 

warmth. 

end of the house of magnolias.
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I remem-
ber 

waking up 
early one 
morning 
from a 
dream

the 
morn-

ing 
it all 
began.

that 
day my 
grand-
mother 
called 
me away 

from 
work.
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is that 
you, 

keishiro?

anyhow, 
the young 

lady's 
here with

our lawyer, 
mr. 

kashiwagi.

what's the 
big deal? the 
shop won't go 
bankrupt if 
you step out 
for a 
little 
while.

grandmother,
you keep 
pulling me 
away from 
work!

they're 
waiting 
in the 
living 
room.
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hello 
keishiro.

sorry 
to keep 
you 
waiting, 
mr. 
kashiwagi.

I used    
to live 

with my
grand-
parents in 
this house 
but

...my 
grandfather, 

sentaro 
nishina, passed 
away recently. 
we just had his 

forty-ninth 
day ceremony.
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the 
decision 
really 

surprised 
me.

yes. i've 
spoken 

with her. 
she's a 

very nice 
girl.

are you 
sure 

about 
this, 

grand-
mother?

my grand- 
father was      
famous 

in these parts for
his study and col-
lection of modern
japanese painting.
now I'm taking over 
his business.

her parents 
died when she

was little.
she's been 
shuffled 

around by 
relatives ever 

since.

just 
before my 

grand-
father died 

he decided to 
take in a 

young 
orphan girl.

I 
think
...

you were 
always the

one who 
undestood 

your 
grand-
father 
best.

well
keishiro...

do you 
like art, 
keishiro?

Yeah!

...we should 
respect 
grandfather's 
wishes.
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no, I    

only   
like looking

at art. like
you, grandpa!

well, do
you want 
tolearn 
how to 
paint?

he thought 
I was just 

like his
artist 

brother, the
one who 

disappeared 
in manchuria. 

keishiro, 
hurry up 
and bring 
those 
things 
inside.       

I'm 
her 
grand
son.

is this 
all your 

lug-
gage? maybe 

that's 
why it 
seemed so 
natural 
for me to 
take over 
his 
business.

your name's 
ayaka fujie, 
right? nice 

to meet you. 
I'm keishiro 

nishina.

um...
that's 
okay. 

hand 
me 

that, 
too. 
i'll 

carry 
it.

I was 
always 
grand-
father's 
favorite.

...I thought you
might become a 
painter like him.

I see it's just 
you remind me

of seijiro
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if you 
have any 

questions, 
just 

ask me.

a 
big 

room

...everyone's 
so nice.

it's 
like 

a 
dream.

humph! 
how'd we 

get stuck with 
this good-for-
nothing girl?

there's 
nothing 
for you 
to eat!

I wonder if 
I can stay 
here forever.
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no 
more

no!!

so you're 
fifteen 
now, eh? 

you've really 
started

to fill 
out nicely.

uncle
stop...!

thanks 
to

...this 
picture....I'm 

here 
now.

because 
of this 
picture
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that kid 
owns a 
piece by

the 
phantom 
painter 
seisui 

sakaki-
bara?

"phantom
painter" is a bit 

of an exaggera-
tion, but
there's no ques-
tion his pieces
are very rare.

recently, one of
her relatives
triedto sellthe 
picture to my 
grandfather.

that's    
how she   

ended up  
coming 
here? 

sounds  
like 
fate 
to me.

ayaka's
family 
went 
bankrupt 
when her 
father 
died. that 

picture's 
all she has
left to  
remember      
her father
by.

I'll bet 
she's 

really 
something.

I'd like 
to meet 
this 17 

year-old 
beauty.
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hello
.

ayaka, this 
is 

mr.nishizaki, 
my          
assistant.     

and 
here 
she 
is.

um I
brought 
tea.

nice 
to 

meet 
you.

and 
there's 

so 
much 
here

so, 
do 
you 
like 
art?

of course! he
was my 

grandfather's 
brother so 
we have the 

largest 
collection 

there is.

Re
a
ll

y?

um are 
there any 
paintings 
by seisui 
sakaki- 
bara...? 

we're
preparing 

an exhibition of
my grandfather's 
art for his 

memorial.

yes
...! 
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that's 
right.

Oh, I
should have
known! It's
just his 
name's 
different�

give me a break.
I'm no genius

painter! I just   
look like him, 
that's all.       but 

you're 
in the 

business, 
aren't 
you?

his 
real 
name 
was 
sei-
jiro.

my 
painting's 

not 
here

a new family 
adopted him 

right after he 
was born. but 

my grandfather 
stayed in touch 

with him.

they say
keishiro is the

reinca-
rnation of

seisui 
sakakibara.    

what a buncha
hichs.

look, 
these 

are some 
of his 
paint-
ings.
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you have the 
practice

painting, right? 
and you want 

to see the 
finished piece

I like his 
paintings of 
women, too.

there's probably 
more around 

somewhere. i'll 
have to take a     

look.      

the only 
women he 

painted were 
his lovers, so

he painted
them with

love. they're
all beautiful 

works.

wh... 
what 
did
I... 

a 
beautiful 
woman!? 

that's 
great. 

I'm 
sure it 
was a 

picture 
of a 

woman.

his 
paintings 
of 
women 
are very 
rare.
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he 
painted 

them 
with 
love

several of his
most famous
works are 
paintings of 
beautiful 
women, each said
to have been his 
lover at the time.

seisui sakakibara. 
birth name: seijiro.
born: 1909.

only a 
few of his 
works can
be found 

today.
You're so
faithful.

...he suddenly 
threw down his 
paintbrushes 

and 
disappeared into 

manchuria.

sakakibara 
was 

considered 
a promising 

painter 
until

I like his 
paintings 
of women, 

too.

he 
loved 
her.

she was as 
beautiful 
as a flower
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I'll 
have 

to pass. 
thanks, 
though.

give me 
color 
from 
your 

flower.

then maybe 
someone will 
love me, too.

keishiro, 
we're 
going 
out for 
a 
while.

I'm        
going 

shopping with
ayaka. want
to come with 
us?          

where 
are 
you 

going
?
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don't 
worry.

just take it 
easy. whenever 
she goes out 
she becomes 
so energetic 
for her age.

she 
seems 
to have 
cheered 
up a bit.

that's 
too 

bad...

h
e
ll

o
.

this is 
keishiro's 
sister-
in-law, 
kikuko.

I'm taking 
the young 
lady 

shopping.

kikuko!

grand-
mother, 
are you 
going 
out?

yes, I
brought 
some 
pictures 
of 
eligible 
women

I guess 
you're 
here 
to see 
keishiro.

you 
must 
be ayaka.
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what, 
my 

brother 
sent 
some 
too?

these are 
the ones 

your father 
picked.

I was 
engaged 

to be 
married 

once.

it's just that 
everyone is 

worried about 
you

just 
think 
about 

it for a 
while.

don't 
be 

like 
that!

and here 
are a few 

ladies 
from my 

husband's 
company.

these 
your 

mother 
chose.

look, 
we're 
only 

trying 
to help

I'm 
sorry.

but she 
died in a 

plane 
crash 
three 
years 
ago.
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Ayak
a!

ayeee...!

you're

un-
uncle..

..

imagine bumping 
into you here. 

hmm... you're 
wearing some 
prettclothes.

is that 
you, 

ayaka?



!

sorry to 
make you 

wait,
ayaka.

I'll 
be 

seeing 
you.

noth-
ing...

no
nothing's 
wrong.

is 
some-
thing 

wrong?

whoa!

why...



!

what 
do you 
think, 

keishiro?

it 
looks 
like a 
dress 
shop in 
here.

okay.

there's a 
full-length 
mirror over 

there. go 
take a look. 

there. 
finished.

we 
were 
shop-
ping 
for 

kimonos 
til I

suddenly   
remem-
bered 
kotoko's 
old 
kimono.

that's 
aunt 

kotoko's?

it 
really 
suits 
her.
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...then 
I'd...

I look like a 
completely 

different 
person. 

if only 
I could 
become 
another 
person...
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ayaka!!

...I'm 
not 

ayaka...

aya
...

have 
you 
for-

gotten 
me?

I... 
am 

kae.
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sei-
jiro...

thanks.

you're 
just a little 
tired, that's   

all.         

um...
I'll 

take 
it...

yes 
ma'am. 

our visitor 
mr. 

nishizaki 
would like 
some tea.

all of a 
sudden Ifelt

weak.

what 
happened 

to me 
yester- 

day? 
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it must've 
been my 

imagination.

when I 
looked 
in the 
mirror

what was 
that white 

shadow

right 
now 

keishiro's 
searching 
for the 
finished 
work 
but 

look -       
even        

this        
sketch         
is         
beauti-        
ful.         

ayaka, we 
found one 
of seisui's 
sketches.

ah, 
thank 

you.

here's 
your tea,

mr. 
nishizaki.

definitely.
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huh
? 

the 
kimono 

was 
dark 
red.

it'll be 
shown in 

the 
museum of
fine arts

you said this 
painting should
be finished by 
now. I thought 
maybe your 
father told you 
something.      

who 
told
you 

that?  

Huh
?

wh..
what 
did I
just 
say? 
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I 
wonder 

if people 
can get 

poss-
essed

oh, 
right.

ayaka, 
grand-
mother's 
calling 
you.

what?
mr. nishizaki, 

do you 
believe in
ghosts? 

sorry 
to keep 

you 
waiting.

I don't 
want 
him to 

hate me.

uh... I'm 
not real-
ly theone 

you
should 

ask 
about 
that

...what 
he's 
thinking.

I
wonder...
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yeah, and 
she called 

herself a 
different 
name.

she's 
like a 

differ-
ent 

person?

apparently, 
a white 
fox jumped 
out at him
while he
was 
walking 
in front
of the 
inari 
shrine.

I don't know. 
but if you 
really believed 
that, you 
wouldn't 
have come 
to me.

do you 
think a 
person 
can get 

possessed 
by a 
ghost? 

but I do know 
only people 
who believe 

in foxes' 
spirits can get 

possessed 
by them.

in med school, 
I remember a 
patient claiming 
to have gotten 
possessed 
by a fox's 
spirit.

I don't 
know 
what 

really 
happened.

could be. 
teenage girls 
see lots of 
things on tv... 
or in horror 
comics.             

so you 
think

it's her 
imagi-

nation?
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hmm.

but she's 
probably 
suffering 
from some 

form of 
psycho-
logical 
damage.

if          
you're     

still 
worried, 
I'll 
examine her.

I
am 

kae...

I'd 
like 

to ask 
you 

some-
thing

no 
problem.

sorry 
to

drop 
in like 

this

the 
real 
cause

Maybe that's 
why she came 
to our home.

that was 
the name 
of seijiro's 
model who 
was his lover.

kashiwagi 
law offices
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mmm...
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ayaka!

...
ayaka
...!?
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I'm 
not 

ayaka.

why?

I 
won't 

let you 
leave 
me.

hurry up 
and find it, 

the last 
picture 
you painted 
of me!

I'm sure 
you'll 

remember 
me once 
you find 

the 
picture. 

...ayaka

...! stop 
this    
now.    
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you 
know, 

that the
other 
woman 

is 
already

dead.

I
killed 
her.
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uhh

�!

kei-
shiro?

what 
have 

I

ayaka, 
this 
isn't

ayaka
!

how could 
she know 
about the 
accident?

someone 
must 
have 

told her.

that 
must 

be 
it�
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I 
haven't 

used 
that 
space 
for 

years.

she 
looked

sohealthy 
yesterday

keishiro.the 
doc  
tor 
gave 

her 
some 
medi-
cine

how's 
she 

feel- 
ing? 

it's 
just 

a 
cold.

oh, 
I'm just 
looking 
some-
thing 

up.

you've 
been 

cooped up
in here
since 

morning. 
are you 

allright?

by the way, 
there's a 
storage room 

between the tea 
room and pantry, 
isn't 
there?            

I'd like 
the key 
to that 
room.

...what 
happened 

last
night?

I....

I can't 
remember 

a thing.
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what 
should 
I do?

I'll 
be 

seeing 
you.

somebody...

...help me.

they won't 
let me
stay 
here any-
more.

lately, I
feel 
strange.

I wonder if 
I'm sick.
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my god!

I 
killed 
her.

this 
was 

shortly 
after 

he met 
kae. 

then 
his 
fian-
cee 
died. 

seisui 
sakakibara

was
engaged

to a 
woman



!

ayaka.

is 
this 
it?
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the 
back-

ground 
is bush 
clover, 
right?

...

I 
see you 
finally 
found

if you finish 
the painting 

we can be 
together, just     
like you 
promised.

it's 
the 

picture 
from 
the 

sketch, 
isn't 
it? 

...!

I've 
been 

waiting 
for 
this 

moment

my 
picture.



!

you're
ayaka fujie.
you're not
kae!

I didn't
mean 

to
sound
like I
like
her.

Matsuo,
I'll do
what-
ever 
I can

to 
help. 

If that
phone call
turns out

to be a 
real 

threat,

i�ll do
every-
thing
in my

power.
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ayaka?

this 
is my 

picture!
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and here's 
a letter 
I found 
with it, 

written 
by my 

grand-
father.

decades 
ago

...before he
put 

his brushes 
down 

forever, 
he painted
this final

...curse.
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what
did
you 
say
to

her?

didn't you 
wish she'd 
die, too?

we were 
later told 
she committed 
suicide.

then his 
fiancee died 

of an 
illness.

(she was 
always 
frail)

but he'd 
fallen 
in love 

with 
another 
woman, 

kae.

seijiro 
had an 

arranged 
engage-

ment.

...that I
was the 
one you 
really 
needed.

I, just 
told her 
about us.

while 
he was
away, 

kae got 
sick and 

died. 

my 
brother 
ran to 

manchuria.

I'm 
trying
but... I 
can't.

seijiro.

sentaro, 
I can 
never 
paint 
again.

You met 
with her 

just
before 

she died, 
didn't
you?
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k
e
is

hir
o
!

we 
never 
found 

out 
where 
seijiro 
went.

she's 
not    

in the 
house  
oh

no! 
she's 
out
side

I 
can't 
find 

ayaka. she's 
not
in 

her 
room.

...the picture 
he cursed 
himself with.

this was

what
?
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aya
... ay

ak
a.

is 
she 
still

....keishiro.

Come with
me. You've 
still got 

a 
fever
�

I wanted
become a 
different 
person.    
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that's 
why...

...I've 
been 

acting 
so 

strange.

it's 
true.

a completely 
different I
wanted to be 

the woman 
in that 
painting.

I don't 
belong 
in your 
house.

...I just 
wanted 

to go to 
high 
school.   

careful!



!

what, you 
wanna go 

to
school?

I...
asked 

my 
uncle

so
...

he said 
if I did 
what 

he said 
he'd let 
me go to 

high 
school

if you
know what's 

best for 
you, you'll 
keep your 

mouth shut! 

so I
went 
to 
high 

school, 
but
...

I've 
heard 

enough.

You can forget 
about all the 

terrible things 
people have 
done to you.

...she was 
hospitalized 
for a while...

mr. nishina 
didn't bring 
her to your 
house earlier 
because

she was in 
bad shape.

she was suffering 
from malnutrition, 
among other problems.
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ayaka's 
strange 

condition 
never 

occurred 
again.

let's go 
back 
home. 

grand-
mother 

is 
waiting 
for us.

....a 
remnant 

of the 
passion of 

that 
woman 

from the 
past.

when I look
back at it all,
I'm not sure

whether it was
a 

figment of a 
troubled

girl's 
imagination or



!

but while 
she's tak-

ing 
on a new 
color of 
flower

it's 
going 

to take 
some 
time 

I'll
wait

quietly.

end of taking the color of flowers
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without my 
noticing,

everything's 
turned deep 

green.

that's 
right
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but 
where?

...before 
the summer 

is over...

where 
should 
I go?

...I'll 
have 
to go
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darling!



!

darling.
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you 
came 
after 
all.

Yeah,
you're
right

...

Men
should

live 
danger-

ously. 

Maybe I
should take

a chance. 

If I don't 
cofess,

I'll 
totally
regret 

it later.

You're     
good at   
cheering   
me up.

You're
absol
utely
right.
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I've 
been 

getting 
headaches 

lately.

let's 
go 

inside.

You're 
probably 

exhausted. 
you walked 
from the 

station  again,   
didn't you?     

they say 
autumn 

comes  
earlier 
here but 
gosh, the 

afternoons 
are still 

so hot!  you 
should've 
asked the 
suganos 
to pick 
you up.

you'll 
feel 

better 
if you 

just lie 
down for 
a while.

it's 
nothing.
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take 
a 

look.

what 
do 
you 

think
? 

akino, 
how have 
you been 
feeling 
lately?

mmm
...

you 
look 
great.

she gets 
tired easily, 
so now she 
lives up in

this 
mountain 
resort.

...my
wife's 

health is 
fragile.
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...this 
house 
is hers.

she's the 
daughter 
of a wealthy 
family and

...was in debt 
to her family.

the business 
I used to run

I love 
akino.

I love 
her.

no!

and
that's 

why you 
married 

her,
right?

well 
then, 
why 

did...?
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...such 
a cold 
hand

mmm...

I'm 
sorry. 

I woke 
you.

don't
worry. I
just zoned
out for a 
while.

you're 
really 

sweating. 
are you 

okay?

this 
moun-
tain 

air's a 
little 

too 
crisp.
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the 
sun's 

already 
down.     

why don't you 
take a bath 
and 
change?

the 
mountain 

air...?

hurry!
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I'm used to 
it. and the 
suganos 
are just 
down the 

hill.

boy it    
sure gets

dark up
here. don't     
you ever get 
scared?  

darling.

I promised 
to give 
her an 

embroidery. 

she's 
probably 
forgot-

ten.

makiko 
mizuhara. 

your 
secretary...

how's ms. 
mizuhara
?

Who
?

I haven't 
said hello 
yet...

the 
suganos...

ah, my 
wife's 
caretakers

mizuhara...?
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can 
you find a 
frame to 

match 
it?

see? 
it's 

beautiful, 
isn't 
it?

and
who 
was
she?

why 
did 
she 

quit?

that's 
right... 

she  
quit. 

uh... I 
can't 

remem-
ber 
why.

she 
quit 
last 
year.

she came 
to the
house in 
tokyo a lot, 
didn't she?

were 
you two 
friends?

that's 
all.

we used    
to have tea 

together. and
we'd talk

I didn't 
know. 
why?
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what's 
happening 

to me? you      
must've 

had too 
much sake. 

I'll get 
some 

medicine

I wonder if she
got married? 

you're so 
coldhearted 

to forget 
like that.

�

d
ar

li
n
g!

no, 
it's 

okay.
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it's dark 
up there.

there
aren't 

many stars 
out tonight.

I'll 
bring 
you 

some 
water.

am I
sick? 
can't 

be

this 
never 
happ- 
ened 
to me 

before.



! the mountains 
sure feel 
ominous at 
night.

this 
mountain 

air's a 
little 

too 
crisp.

I wonder 
why...

It's
not
safe
out

there!
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darling.

it's 
just a 
demon 
fire.

that's 
noth-
ing.

oh
...

doesn't 
that

look like
a red 
flame 
over 

there?

what're 
you 

looking 
at?
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it's 
glowing 
ruby red 
so maybe 

it's a 
will-o'-

the-wisp.

once 
you get 
used to 
living 
out 

here, 
it's no 

big 
deal.

darling, 
you 

should 
see your 

face.

akino...
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you 
just 
have to 
get
used 
to it.      

there's 
all 

kinds 
of life 
in the 

mountains

no.

in the old 
days, people 
could see it. 
but now we 
pretend it 

doesn't exist.

--you 
just 
can't 
see it.
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Aaa.... 

I know, 
but it's 

not good 
for you 
to live 

out here 
by 

yourself.

I'm 
sorry. 

I wasn't 
trying 

to scare 
you

akino-

stop 
talking 

like 
that.

it's not 
natural 
for us 
to live 
apart 

like this.

you're much 
better now. 
let's go back 
to tokyo. 

d
a
r
li
n
g
.
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than
any 

tokyo 
doctor 

has.

Matsuo
...

this 
moun-
tain 

air has 
done 
more 

for me 

please 
let me 

stay for 
just a 
little 

longer.

darl
...

don't 
you 

think
?

...doesn't 
she

...say the 
same thing

....every 
time?
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darling...

darling
please. 

the 
light



!

da...

darling...

the scent 
of the 

mountain 
lilies my 

wife
picked...

...is 
growing 

stronger.



!

a
k
in

o
?

akino
...
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sir.

oh.

yes.

oh, 
don't 
worry.

when 
did 
you 

arrive
?

good 
morn-

ing, 
kinu. 

Oh.

did you 
stay in 

that house 
last 

night?

yesterday. 
sorry I 
didn't
drop by to
say hello. 
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she 
wanted 
to cook 
for me 

since she 
hasn't 
seen 

me for a 
while

Akino 
made 

me 
dinner.

you 
see...

what
!?

what did 
you do for 
dinner? 
all you had 
to do was 
ask

what 
are you 
talking 
about?

you 
really 
don't 

under-
stand, 
do you?

kinu.
...

what's the 
matter? 
please, 
get a 

hold of 
yourself. 

by the 
way, did 
akino 
come 
this 
way? 

when 
I woke
up she 
wasn't 

around.

sir!
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you see, 
your wife 
died last 
year.

uh..
uh...

of 
course. it's 

almost 
the first 

anni-
versary 
of her 
death. 

...the fog 
that had 

enveloped 
my mind

...lifted.

suddenly...
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...maybe 
she 

wouldn't 
have 
died.

if only 
we'd been a 
little more 

careful

I remem-
ber! 

my wife 
was...

murdered.

it had 
just rained 

so it was 
easy to 
spot his 

footprints 
in the 

garden.

that 
robber...

last 
summer 

a man broke 
into her 

house 
after 

robbing a 
store

�to 
slit 
her 

throat.

he used 
my wife's 

own 
scissors...

she 
resisted 

but 
during the 
struggle 
he killed

her...
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huh?

apparently he 
fell into a 
gorge and died 
while he was 
trying to 
escape.

no...

did you 
know 
they 

found 
him?

kinu... last 
night I was 
with akino.

do 
you 

believe 
me?

...
alive.

y-
yes
...

�

she 
was
...
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you 
don't 
have 
to

worry.

I'm going 
to stay 
in the 
house 

one more 
night.

his wife was 
completely 
devoted to
him. and how
she died but

...

he was 
probably 

just 
dreaming.

don't 
worry 
about 

him.

do you 
think 
he's 

okay? 

he 
said he 
saw his 
wife.

I've 
got 

a bad 
feeling 
about 
this.

dear.
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Ah!

how could 
I have 
forgotten? this was 

where 
akino 
died.

there's all 
kinds of 

life in the 
mountains.

or 
was 
it ...

was 
akino 
really 
here 
last 

night?
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...on 
that 
rainy 
night

...I   
should've 
taken her
back 
to tokyo!  

...that 
night.

That's
right, 
it was

raining�

rain?

she
shouldn't 
have died 
alone



!



!

d
a
r
l
in

g
.
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...how 
you 

killed 
me?

do you 
reme
mber

you 
know, 
those 

mountain 
lilies 

smelled 
too 

strong.

don't 
you think 

these 
gentians 

are 
prettier?

akino
...
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you think 
I don't 
know 

about you 
and ms. 

mizuhara
?

just 
calm 
down, 
akino.

...
uhh.

Tell me! I
already 
know the
truth.

that's 
a...

I 
can't 
deny 

it.

nobody 
said 

anything 
about 
leaving 

you.

You want 
to leave 

me. that's it, 
isn't it?
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I work hard 
and come 

home 
exhausted 

to an empty 
house. 

but 
you 

don't 
care.

and when I
can't make 
it up here, I
get a call 
from your 
parents!

You 
decided 

to 
move 
here.

i'm sick 
of us 
living 
two 

separate 
lives.

but 
it's not 
about 
her...

you hate telephones
so you didn't get
one, but you didn't
even think about
how you'd talk to
me.

the doctor said you 
can lead a normal life
now. so if you don't
come back to tokyo, I
can't keep going like
this.

How many 
years    

have passed I   
mean, it looks  
like you never
even WANT to 
come back.     
since you 
promised to 
come 
back? 

that's 
not 
it at 
all!

So you 
don't 

love me 
any-

more?

Just 
try to 

put 
your-
self 
in my 

shoes.
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That's not 
true. You

just THINK 
I'm in 

your way.

stop 
it! 

akino
!

Your 
sick-
ness 

is 
psycho-
logical.

... I'll 
kill 

myself.

if... you 
leave 

me

stop 
this 
right 
now.

but 
I'm 

sick.
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I
didn't 
mean 

to kill 
you. 

...I was 
holding 
a pair of
blood-
soaked

scissors

why
did it
have
to

I don't 
remember 

much after 
that.

Umm,
Matsuo.

...forever.

that 
night I 
drove...

it 
was an 

accident.

...and akino 
was lying 
dead in 

front of
me.

an 
accident?

... did 
I run?

then 
why...

when I 
came 

to...
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...I
cheated 
on
akino 
many
times.

d
a
r
l
in

g
.

there's
no 
question 
that... 

did I do 
all that 
just to 
protect 
myself?

I
knew 
the 
rain 

would 
help 

me get 
away.

I wiped my 
finger-
prints 
off the 
scissors.
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there's 
no man 

alive 
more 

deceitful 
than me.

my god, after 
I ran away 
the robber 
must have 

come.

I
remember 

now, 
akino.

that 
man

...

a
k
in

o
.

died because
he went into 

the 
mountains 

unprepared.
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isn't 
that 
the 

reason 
you're 
here?

why?

are 
you 

going 
to kill 

me 
now?
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...
love 
you.

darling. 
I...

you'll 
come 
back 
again, 
won't 
you?

you'll 
come 
back 

to 
see 
me?



!

I'll 
always 

be 
here.

please 
come

to 
see me..

don't 
for-
get 
me.

I 
love 
you.

... but
she 

caught
me.

I tried
to 

run away 
from the 

house
that 
rainy
night

I can never 
run away 
from her.
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I'm going 
home. i'll 
leave the 
place in 

your hands. 

oh, 
good 

morning.

...about your 
wife's one year 

ceremony, I
think it'd be 

best if I
cleared out 
some things 
in the house

kinu.

that's 
okay. 
I'd 

rather 
walk.

my 
husband 
will give

you a ride 
to the 

station.

sorry 
to 

bring 
it up 
but

so 
soon?

it's the 
same as it was 
when she was 
alive. and it's 
best not to leave 
the memories of 
a deceased perso
�                

sir?
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yes,
sir.

I'm 
fine.

oh dear. 
you're as 
white as 
a sheet. 
are you 
okay?

do 
you 

under-
stand?

please leave 
the house the
way it is. don't
move a thing.

take 
care.

I'll be 
back.
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I don't 
have to 

look 
back 

to 
know.

whoosh

I've just 
left and 
she's already 
waiting for 
my return.

she's 
standing 
with her 

back 
against 

the 
depth of 
summer.

end of the depth of summer







!

under the warm 
afternoon sun.

I haven't 
felt alive 

lately.

I'm tired of 
waiting for 
my love to 

return.
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that must be 
it. i'm only 
dreaming 
you're not 
here.

everyday at 
work or with 
my friends.

but... at 
night

it all seems 
unreal - like 
a dream.
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... I'm painfully lonely.

and then I
remember 
this is reality 
after all.

I'll be 
back 
soon.



!

I'd rather die 
than spend the 

rest of the 
night like this.

wha
...



!

...HEY 
YOU
HEY?

how'd 
you 

get in 
here?

whose 
cat 
are 
you?

a cat?

I must 
have left 
the patio 
door
open.



!

you're 
a 

mystery.

...only 
at night.

this cat 
never 
comes 
in the 

morning



!

something 
this warm 
can't be a 
figment 

of my
imagina-

tion.

whenever I feel heartsick
enough to cry, this cat appears.

and 
how 

do you 
manage 
to get

in?

they 
probably 

don't 
allow 

pets in 
this 

building.

...that moves quietly in the darkness.

he's a graceful shadow

his eyes are like night.
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...memories 
flood into me.

when I
look into them...

he used 
to love 

cats,  

no 
matter 

how 
scruffy 

they were.

went 
off to a 
wartorn 
country.

he's
still
not 
here.

the day he 
promised 
to come 
home has 

long since 
passed. 

he's a 
jour-
nalist.

you 
see 
he...

a completely different world 
from mine the  battlefield.

besides, 
I don't 

think this
war will
last too

long.

where 
I'm going 
is safe.

don't 
worry.

it'll be 
dangerous 

there...!
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but I'll 
be sad 
here by 
myself.

then I'll 
send my 

love to you.

so please 
accept it.

no matter how 
far I go... no 
matter how 
long I'm away



!

no I 
wasn't

...

...
the 
cat!

always.

a dream...?

was I ... 
asleep?



!

hey 
you
...

where 
are 
you?

right.

line 
three.

ms. izumi, 
telephone.

I'll send

...my love...
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...we still 
don't know 
the where-
abouts of 
my brother.

ken-
taro!

hello, 
sorry to 
keep you 
waiting.

the war
is getting
worse and
the search 
isn't going 
well.

the    
chances 

of him bein-
galive... are 
almost 
nil.

I'll be back soon ...
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this    
italian 

guy sent
me some
things he'd
left there. 

yes, he 
sent me a 
post-
card.

my brother 
visited a 
friend in 

italy before 
he started 

his 
assignment.

I 
thought 

you'd 
like to    
have      
it.       

among 
them 
was a 

picture 
of him.

a few roles
of film with 
pictures of 
friends and

sites...

yu
ri
k
o.

...I
plan to 

keep 
waiting.

please 
understand
that until I
know 
exactly 
what 
happened

..but I think 
it's best if you 
try to forget 
about my broth-

er's  promise. my
mother agrees

I don't 
know 
how 

to say 
this...

k
en

ta
ro

.
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so that's 
what 

happened.

I'm
fine...

yu
r
ik

o
.

you came from afar...

through the 
darkness...

...to see me...
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you 
don't 
have 
to 

worry.

you 
see 
now 

I 
under-
stand

....that 
the 

night 
isn't so 
lonely 
after 
all.

end of the vigil
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where...

...am I?

what happened 
to me?



!



!



!



!

fu
yu

k
o
.

has she 
regained 
consciou- 

sness? 

yes, 
just 
now

...

uh
...

fu
yu

k
o.
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fu
yu

k
o. mrs. 

tachibana
?

I don't 
rem-

ember

what 
am I
doing 

here...? 
I don't 
under-
stand.

what
...?

I'll get 
the 

doctor 
right 
away.

when 
I 

opened 
my 

eyes...

who
are 
you?

I
couldn't 

remember 
a thing.
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you fell 
off the 
cliff 
behind 
your
house, 

or        
rather          
some-           
one          
pushed          
you.   

ma'am.
I can't
remember...

what.
..?

on top of 
this same 
cliff, we 
found a 

dead man.

the man was
takashi komiya, 
the executive 
director of 
your family's 

company.

he'd 
come 

to visit 
you

that 
day.

stabbed, 
but we 
haven't 
found the 
weapon 
yet.

d-
d-

dead?
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Inspe
ctor.

one of your 
staff saw a 
strange man 
running from 
the garden. can 
you remember 
anything?

Well, my 
wife's fami-
ly business 

just-
merged 

with 
mine�

ah, the 
tachibana 
corpor-
ation, 
right?

lemme ask
you, then. why

did komiya
have to meet 

with your 
wife that 

day? 

you 
think

?

I think 
she'd 

better 
rest now

...

hmm.

the president, 
my wife's 
father, 

just passed 
away.

and komiya was
probably the
busiest of all
of us. he was 
planning a 
major briefing.

well, call 
me if your

wife 
remembers 
anything. 

I'd bet there 
was plenty
of dissent
over that 
merger...
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...and 
the man 
next to 
me is my 
husband, 
masayuki.

I can't   
seem 

to recollect 
anything.
Thetold me my
name's Fuyuko 
Tachibana�

This 
is 

your 
home.

Wel-
come 
home.

wel-
come 
home.

I'm 
happy 
you're 
back 
from the 
hospital.
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thank 
you.

I'll 
bring 
you 

some 
tea.

GRAND-
FATHER

REALLY LOVED 
CAMELLIAS, 
SO THE 

GARDEN'S 
FULL OF  
THEM.

my late 
grand-
father 
lived in 

this 
house. 

it's 
old, 
but 
you 

liked 
it 

here. 

fuyu
ko.
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so 
please

...

they told 
me we've 

only been 
married 

two 
months. 
he seems 
very kind.

no...um...I 
think my 
memory will 
come back 
faster if I

stay 
here. 

my mother's really 
concerned. she wants
you to stay with her. both
your parents have passed
away and you don't have
any brothers 
or sisters

Don't 
push 
your-
self 
too 

hard.

fuyuko, this 
is chiyo. she's  
been with 
your 
family 
a long      
time. 

I'm sure 
mrs. 

tachibana
is tired. I 
think it's 

best if she 
rested. excuse 

me, 
sir.

So this 
is the 

person
�

Of 
course.

I can't 
remember 
a thing 

about him, but
when I saw him in
the hospital, my
heart skipped 
a beat. 
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see 
you 

later.

maybe you 
could jog

her memory
by telling
her about

her 
childhood.

ms. 
fuyuko.

what a 
terrible 
thing to 
happen.

chiyo
...

you 
poor 

thing...
you

poor 
thing.

But for 
the good 

of the 
company 

you 
married...

you've
looked so 
worn out 

since you've 
been with 

him, ms. 
fuyuko!

a bad 
idea...? 

did 
I...?

you 
don't 

even 
remember me
I knew this
marriage 
was a 
bad 
idea...
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...a 
man 
you 

didn't 
love...

I'd like 
to meet 
with you-
I've got 
a favor 
to ask.

is that 
you ida? 
it's me, 

masayuki.

if only 
she could 
remember 

some-
thing ...

I was sorry 
to hear about 
your wife. they
still haven't 
caught the 

culprit, 
have they?
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komiya, our exec-
utive director,
was murdered.
and if someone in
the company was 
involved I can't 
rely on the
police 
alone.

but thanks 
to her lack 

of memory, an 
unsuccessful 
pi agency like 

mine got 
some 
work. 

So you 
married 

her 
because

�

you took 
over your 
wife's family's 
business, 
right?

masayuki.

a pretty 
thin 

excuse 
for 

getting 
married!

her 
relatives 
offered 

this 
marriage. 

it is a well-
established 
name, but 

they
weren't 
trade  

magnates 
or anything.

...tomishima 
is a well- 

established 
and 

respected 
name. 

okay, 
I 

get 
it. 

don't get 
mad at me

just
because 

your 
darling 

wife 
doesn't 

remember 
you .

Besides, 
the

merger 
was 

mutually 
beneficial. anyhow, 

after 
her 

father 
passed 
away, 
their 

business 
took a 
dive.

hey, we 
weren't 
forced

to 
marry! 
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not 
everyone 
likes the 

idea of the 
merger.

but 
I'm 

sure
...

Excuse 
me,

Ma'am. 
Time for 

your 
medicine.

I also  
helped  
raise  
your  

mother, 
you  

know. 

gosh. you 
look 

beautiful.

dressed 
like this,
you look
just like
your moter.

and 
how 

beau-
tiful 

ms. 
yoshie 
was....

oh
...

you 
always 

did 
suit a 

kimono 
better.

Put on 
your 

slippers
and 

take a 
look at 

yourself.
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coming.

excuse me, 
chiyo. you're 
needed in 
the kitchen.

don't you 
worry. 

chiyo will 
rescue you 
from this 

household.

medication for 
fuyuko tachibana

did I really 
not love 
that man?

is it true? 
is my marriage 
really like 
chiyo says?

I 
can't 

remem-
ber 

a 
thing

pssst! 
ms. 

fuyuko.
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Is it 
that 

flower?

I'm frightened

why?

no. it's 
the color.



!

fuyuk
o.
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huh
?

you 
don't 
look
like a 

person 
right 
now. 

I'm sorry. 
I didn't 

realize you
were back.

no, 
no
...

oh ... I
didn't mean
to startle 
you.

Then 
they'd 
laugh 
at me.

if someone 
asked me i'd 
say my wife 
looks like a 
spirit of the
camellias.

Don't   
worry too

much about
your memory.
The impor-
tant thing is
you're okay.

any
way
...

there's 
no 

need 
to 

rush 
things.
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I... I'm 
sorry.

such a 
gentle 
person.

and what 
about me?

I wonder if 
he'll stay this 
kind after my 
memory returns...
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what will I be like?

I really ...

...a 
man 
you 

didn't 
love

especially 
of him 
and I.

here's 
some 
wedding 
pictures

so I 
must 
have...

I married 
him because 
I wanted to!

it 
can't 

be...

but ever 
since my 
accident 
we've slept 
in separate 
rooms.

I keep 
forgetting 
i'm married. 



!

My 
head�

Ms. 
Fuyuko.

was 
it 

me?

me?

It 
couldn't 

be.

who 
could've
......done 

such a 
thin...?



!

Time 
for 
your 
medi-
cine.

ms. 
fuyuko.

that man 
was 
your 

parents' 
enemy!

chiyo...
stop 
this...

don't 
let that 

man 
deceive 

you.

That's 
what 
drove 
your 

father 
to his 

grave�

the          
tachibana family

has been trying
to steal your
father's business
for many years.



!

since you
came here for 
revenge, I
followed you 
without 
question.

she 
resented 

that 
family to 
the very 

end.

your
mother, ms.
yoshie, got sick
right after
your father 
passed 
away.

every
day you told me
how much you
hated those 
tachibanas.

...why 
we came 
here in 

the
first 
place.

You'll 
remem     
ber 

soon
...

komiya?

who was he...?

why 
komiya 
had to 
end up 
like that   

...



!

Ms. 
Fuyuko.

...I can't 
remember 
anything.

I don't 
understand.



!

sorry.

THEY SAID 
SOMEONE 
WANTED TO 
SEE ME BUT 

IT'S ONLY YOU.

oh
...

masayuki.

you 
ever 
seen 
this 
guy?

any-
way...

he's not 
one of my 
employees

he 
looks 
suspicious 
to me.

I tried
to

follow 
him but 
I lost 

him.   

...
never.

so I'm 
gonna 
see if 

he's got 
a record.

when I
went to 

your house 
today, he

was 
hanging 
around 
outside.



!

all 
right.

I'm 
coun-
ting 
on 
you.

It 
feels 

like 
winter.

brrr
...

Wel-
come 
home.

no! she's 
sleeping 
now.

maybe I
should 
check on 
her later, 
then.

she took 
a turn 
for the 
worse. 
she's in
her room...

How's 
Fuyuko

?



!

the sound 
of the 
wind ...

...will kill 
all the 

flowers.

a strong 
wind like 
this...

they'll all...
fall.



!

The 
flowers�

�will 
cover
the 

ground.

?

Is that the 
wind�?



!

Fuyuko!

Ah
�

�I              
thought 
of the 
flowers 

falling� and�
I just couldn't 
stop thinking 
about 
them, 
so�

I�
I�

What're 
you doing? 
Get inside!

f
u
y
u
k
o
!



!

I     
don't  
even  
know  

what  
I'm    
doing...   

The 
sound 
of the 
wind 

probably 
confused

you.

Drink 
it 

slowly.

This 
man's 
voice

�

Don't 
worry, 
it'll 
help 
you 

calm 
down.

here, 
drink 
this.

�is 
very 

calming.



!The panic 
I felt�

�is gone 
now.

You'll 
be 

asleep 
soon.

I   
want 
you
�.�to 

look 
at me 
now.
What 
do 
you 
see?

Did
�
Did 

I�?

Did you�
marry me 
because�
you loved 
me?

�Please 
don't get 
angry�
when I 
ask you 
this�

WHAT?



!

What 
do you 
think 

of 
me?

right 
now...

I�

no, 
please...
Don't 
let 
go 
of 
me.

until 
you're 

better 
I

won't ...

Why
?

You 
should 
go 
back 

to your 
room. I'm 

out of 
line 
here.



!

�don't 
want 

tojust 
beyour 
flower 
spirit.



!

M
s
. 

Fu
yu

k
o
.



!

yes, 
you 
do.

I'm 
feeling
fine. I don't 
need...

if you 
don't 
take it,

you're 
going 
to get 
worse.

you still 
haven't 
taken 
your 

medicine 
this 

morning.

chiyo.

there 
you 
are.

I may
not have

my 
memory 

but..

...I 
am 

masa-
yuki's 
wife, 

after 
all.

please 
stop 

calling 
me ms. 
fuyuko.

um, 
chiyo.



!

No
matter what
happened 
before, this
is how I feel
now.

how many 
times do I 
have to tell 
you till you 
understand?

...I
love 
him.

I 
under-
stand. 

I'll do 
what 
you 

say, ms. 
fuyuko.

...
let's 

try to 
get 

along.
�

so...although 
I know you 
can't forget
what 
happened
...

I'm marrying 
him because 
I love him.

I never 
should

have 
brought 
you to 

this house.

I'm
asking 

you one 
last

time to 
forget 
about
that



!

I thought I'd
go out but

maybe I'll just 
stay in

instead...

I feel
kind of 
out of 
sorts.

oh... she 
must've 

gone  
shopping.

I wanted 
her to

help me 
get 

dressed

masayo?

masayo?



!

what 
could 
that 
be...?

maybe if I 
change into 
some less 

traditional 
clothes



!

The one 
you used 
to kill 

Mr. 
Komiya�

Isn't 
that 
Ms. 

Fuyuko's 
short 

sword?

did 
some-
thing 

startle 
you?

ms. 
fuyuko.



!

is 
masayuki 
here?

the 
police 
picked up    
that guy   
on a

separate
charge.           

what the 
hell! I 
told you to
call before 
you come.

I ran       
into her 

near the 
hospital

Sir, please 
tell this 
man to 
let go 
of me! 

m
a
s
ay

o
!



!
I though 

it had run 
out just 

yesterday 
but

...the 
hospital 
said they 
haven't 
supplied
any 

medicine 
since she 
was 
discharged.

so I 
thought 
I'd pick 
up mrs. 

tachibana's 
medicine.

well, as 
I was 

shopping I
happened 
to pass by 

the 
hospital.

but she's 
been with 
fuyuko 
for years

what did 
I tell you?

that old
bat's up to 

some-
thing!

that seemed 
strange - chiyo 

said she's been 
getting the 
medicine from 
that hospital

I
don't 
even 
know

I wasn't sure if I
should tell you
but, now that I
think about it, mrs.
tachibana always
looks so lifeless
after she takes       
that                  
medicine              

there's 
more.

My 
God
�

the 
medicine's 
almost 
gone.

I'll 
pick 

some up 
tomor-

row.

I 
thought 
of the 

flowers 
falling...



!

...turns out 
he's some 
kind of 

drug-deal-
ing low-life 

punk.

that 
guy I

tried to 
follow...

he also 
happens 

to be 
the old 

bat's 
nephew!

I've got 
to get 
her to a 
doctor, 
fast.

wait! 
I'm 

coming, 
too.

hey, we 
can't 
prove 
any-
thing.

I'm 
going 
home.

masayuki!



!

Stop 
it.

no, 
ms. 

fuyuko.

stop it. 
I...don'
t know.

Mr. 
Komiya 
had to 

die.

it's his
fault your
father got sick
... he's the one
to blame.

he      
betrayed 

your father 
by merging 
you with the 
tachibana 
company.



!

...
with 
this 

sword
...

you
came 

up behind 
him in the 
garden
...

that's 
why you 
had to 
do it.

...
under 

the 
camellia 

tree...

uh-
oh...

the red 
flowers...

they 
were all...

help me! 
my head 
hurts.



!

...bloody ...

no. i
don't 
know!

it 
wasn't 

me

my 
nephew's 
a very 
helpful 
boy. he     

gets me all 
sorts of 
useful 
things.

ms. 
fuyuko.



!

We'll 
use 
this 

to kill 
that 
man.

it's 
really 
simple.

m
a
s
ay

u
k
i.

masayuki?

...
that 
man?

chiyo   
will 

help you. 
it'll all be 
over soon.

who's 
he?



!

fuyuko!

fuyuko!

don't 
panic. 

it's a big 
house.

she's 
not 
answer-
ing.

I'll 
check 

the 
annex.

Fuyuko!



!

f
u
yu

k
o
!

heh,
heh. what 
perfect 
timing.

he's 
home 
early.

that's 
right. 
just 

squeeze 
your 

finger

You'll
feel 
better if 
you do
what 
Chiyo 
says.

it's 
very 

simple! my head 
hurts. 
please
... I'm...

ms. 
yoshie!

okay, 
ms. 

fuyuko!



!

Fuyu
�



!

uh
...

...gas
p...



!

...            
before   

someone 
comes     
give me

the gun
fuyuko!

alright 
ms. 

fuyuko, 
one 

more 
time.

the 
gun
give it  

...

Ms. 
Fuyuko!

Darling.

...give 
it to 
me...!



!

dar-
ling

...

dar-
ling

...



!

Let   
go. Let 
go damn 
you!

Call 
the 

police!

r-
right.

what 
the...

?

I don't 
think 

so, 
granny.

my pre  
cious ms. yoshie  
died like that. 
someone has    
to pay!

I'll   
kill 

him. i'll 
kill him.



!

darling
...

fuyuko
...

I'm 
sorry

are 
you...

?

daling...
masayuki.



!

what 
do you 
mean?

I   
thought if I    

killed him, ms.
fuyuko would     
change back 
to the way 
she used 
to be. 

she 
wouldn't 
listen to 
anything 

I said 
anymore.

she's not 
the girl 
I helped 
raise. she 
changed. 

but ms. 
fuyuko!

chiyo, I know 
you're very 
loyal to my 
mother, but 

what she says 
isn't true.

don't take 
what she 
says too 
seriously, 

okay?

her 
sickness 
has made 
her 
mentally 
ill.

After 
she said 

that about 
Ms. 

Yoshie�



!

why do 
we have 
to do
this?

chiyo, we're 
being

forced 
to leave 

this house

ms. 
yoshie 

suffered 
terribly.

it's such 
a shame.

the tomishi-
mas have a

long 
tradition
here. all
this must 
be a mis-

take!

...that nouveau 
riche tachibana 
family.

that's it. we 
must have 
been tricked by ...

that's 
right.

did you 
kill him? 
did you?

that 
man 
was 

a 
traitor.

what 
about 

komiya?



!
you're send      
ing hate mail   
and making   
crank calls     
to the            
tachibana 

company. You're   
the one 

spreading 
the rumor 
that 
Tomishima 
was TAKEN 
OVER by 
Tachibana.

what 
do 
you 

mean
?

I couldn't say 
it in front of 
fuyuko, but I 

know you're up 
to something.

So Fuyuko 
and I have 

been thinking�
that it'd be 
bestif you left
this family.          

That      
day,   

after 
he met 

with Ms.  
Fuyuko, he 

called me 
out to 
the 
garden.

think  
about 

fuyuko.    
she's very 
upset.

every 
thing's 

been 
arranged 

for you to 
leave

the
tachibanas 
gave us a good
deal on this
merger. 

ms. 
fuyuko

? 
me? 

This 
is all 
your 
fault.

it's a 
lie. all 

lies. 
traitor!

it's 
a 

lie!



!

chiyo, has 
mr. komiya 
left yet?

he 
forgot 
some-
thing

it's 
your 
fault

...

...that poor 
ms. yoshie 

died!



!

then...

...I was about 
to kill ms. 

fuyuko when

...sh  fell 
from the 
cliff. she 

lived  but lost  
her memory, so I 
didn't need to 

kill her.

there's no 
question 
god was 

giving her 
a chance 

to correct 
what she'd 

done.



!

I bought
the gun and
drugs for my
aunt. she gave
me plenty of 
money.

yeah, 
that's 
right.

she's 
a 

crazy 
old 
bat.

she said 
the drugs 
were cur-
ing that 
lady.

but.
..

if the
tomishima 
family had-
n't fallen
on hard
times, she
wouldn't 
have 
turned 
out like 
this.

you 
were 

in 
serious 
danger.

they
say she's 
probably got 
some kind of 
mental 
disorder.

I had 
no 

idea she 
was 
that 
dan-

gerous.



!

by the 
way, 

how's 
fuyuko?

well, I guess 
it's too bad 
some people 
change with 
the times.

Her 
memory's 

come 
back, 
hasn't

it?

she's still 
not quite 

better. she's
being taken

care of at my
family's 
house.

...my 
mother's 

being lousy.
she won't 
let me see 
her.

...so 
it 

would 
seem

oh, 
save it.

you'd 
better 

hurry up 
and heal 
before 

she 
forgets 

you 
again.

she told 
me I

have to
get 

better 
first.



!

yes, 
mother.

fuyuko, 
could you 

cut me some 
flowers 
from the 
garden?

today's 
a 

perfect 
day 

for it.

The 
camellias 

by the 
fountain 
are just 

right.  

okay.

I'm not 
scared

...of red flowers 
anymore



!

I'm 
finally 
home.

fuyuko.

welcome 
back.

welcome 
back.



!

like 
what

?

standing   
in the middle     

of the 
flowers you
look like...

For-
get 
it.

no 
mat-
ter 

what 
I 

look 
like, 
I'll 

always 
be 

your 
wife.

end of the blood red shadow ...
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