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*THIS BOOK |S PRESENTED IN IT'S 'OR,,ILIE'leAL FORMAT.
THE PAGES ARE UNFLIPPED SO IN ORDER T0 REAR THIS BOOK PROPER-
LY, YOU MUST READ IT FROM RIGHT TO LEFT.
JUST READ IN THE DIRECTION OF THE BLACK ARRQW LOCATED AT THE
TOP OF EACH FAGE. -
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MIOKO, DON'T PLAY
BY YOURSELF
NEAR THE LAKE
OUT BACK.

‘A DEVIL LIVES N

S THOSE WATERS. -

: IF YO GET TOO -
1 CLOSETLL PULL

e

ES - e
=









. - BUT WHEN I
R LOOK INTO THE
: WATER, SHE LOOKS
BACK AT ME WITH
- MY OWN SMILE
WHENEVER e ON HER FACE.
i, T FEEL - :- t-' a_-L_..J,-.. -'Ii':_-r-\.dd.!‘ .'.-‘.'.' _.
LONELY, T e
VISIT HER. \1_

g
e ; g

; AND.SHE
LALIGHS
S50FTLY

L —— e el




'DID You
. GUYS
| COME
TO

EXCLISE |
ME. TM |



| WHAT'S ',
| ALL
THIS
}‘ ABOLITZ |

. IS
T
d W 2 S

o







50, YOU'RE I o
THE PERSON . w! FORGIVE
| MY UNCLE |} ' WHAT
MY | SAEKI || | HAP-
NAME'S| RECOM- 'Jll PENED
NAT- | MENDED... ‘B EARLIER.
i SUKO : I: : | |
| I-IIGLlCl-lI X
| | : |
5 E.,.'!___‘:.- :'E! \
5 !I AYA S -
| FE
'.:”l y o e e e
- !
AN Sh i R
7 e
N v,
IT'5 TRUE Tl T WAS
| THAT ONE S A HIRED
| OFOUR ! gy AS A
MAIDS QUIT i LIVE-IN
LAST MONTH /==, &~ 7
AND WE A MA'D‘.-f-
NEED |
HELP, |
BUT.

LINDERSTAND CAN'T |
IT HAS NOTHING ALLOW
TO DO WITH you TO
YOL. IT'S JUST LIVE [




P

...You LOOK|

| EXACTLY |
LIKE MY |
DEAD

= ALL MY RELATIVES T

{ THE FACT THAT |iare HERE TO com?@gézoggo
YOU CAME ON ||MEMRATE THE HAT'S WHY
DAY5 15 ALMOST||SINCE HER DEATH./ \yag

TOO LUNCANNY. ||THE CEREMONY
4 |wAs TODAY.

AS THIS |

ONE ..
AND... | o b
Y you {| DON'T CONCERN =___F=:==pmJ IVE
. DON'T || YOURSELF e ALREADY
| THAT'S | UNDER-|| ABOLT THAT. . BEEN
(| RIGHT. | J5TAND..|| WELL ARRANGE GIVEN AN
! / A SEVERANCE . ADVANCE
PACKAGE FOR
§ foRTHs
v 1 sALARY
GIVE You i
ANOTHER -
MONTHS |
SALARY Al
IF You

WISH.




WHAT'S THE BIG

DEALZ IT'S NOT
50 STRANGE
FOR TWO
PEOPLE TO
LOOK ALIKE. IT
HAPPENS ALL
THE TIME.

L
.I"ii:. :'

AND You

REALLY
DON'T PLAN ¥
ON REJECTING HARLIKI.
S5OMEONE
RECOMMENDED

[BY LINCLE
SAEKI, DO YOUZ

— ]
...OH,
M5, HIGLICHI,
(s;u MAY ASK MS. ALRIGHT.
SAWA ABOUT YOUIR TAKE HER
i | DUTIES. IF YOUI'LL TO M5.
EXCLISE ME, |
HAVE OTHER

£} | COMMITMENTS |
T



<=

T you |[AWTIM T

MY JOB.4
el

.-"f Ir ;

A 1 TAKAYAN IS THE | | | UM
LU 15 \ RESEM-'I ‘ i 7 REALLY é:l?A-llLJHE 'r—‘ THANKS
REALLY BUSY|{BLANCE| | || [ DO LOOK |0\ n o~y — FOR HELP-

| 1 5

AND ALMOST|| REALLY | | | LlKE HER.I} 175 50RT | r,me ME.fT
NEVER AT o AloF LKE &~ | | Py
HOME, 50 A |

[

DON'T

_ E"‘ABOLIT
.\ Herz

"MANY YEARS AGO, THE !
HAGIWARA FAMILY BLSINESS |
BEGAN AS A DEPARTMENT
STORE. TODAY IT'S GROWN
TO BE THE OWNER AND

<] MANAGER OF HLNDREDS OF A
| DIFFERENT BLISINESSES.
MY TRUMP CARD.

A NICE GLY, I'LL
TAKE THE TIME
[ TO EXPLAIN IT
Sl TO YOU. 55

[ THEY
| WANTED HER | —
| TO MARRY £ MIOKO WAS
TAKAYA, 50 | £ THE ONLY
: HE COULD | I:-' £ CHILD IN THE
| TAKE ON THE | :

HAGIWARA

 FAMLLY NAME. - FAMLY

b




_— '

Z

. x I.l‘?:l?" o ¥

R I.FIJ ¥, ,."':"
: MY .

7 INCLE - MIOKO'S Fit

FATHER - CHOSE / /7777
J7irr] TAKAYA TOBE | !'????
HISBLISINESS £
5LCCESS0R. f/"r ﬁ

- I
/g;yr rmﬁ%

m%?# ’7/;;7 N
ﬁ*/ T fryr
T 0T §
TOOK OVER, THE 77, rﬁmfi‘}’ %
COMPANY GOT OLIT LT LT Z
s

| T GUESSIT ||

50 MANY RIVALS
- WITHIN THE COMPA-

" l | MaKes sENSE| Y,
/| NY. WIS TAKEOVER /77 B | E;}UNJ&";{‘]"Q’HEO
/4 CAUSED ;?;,?ﬁ' R Takava AND |/
S QUITE A o _ - A% | MiokoTO ¥
LSTIR. / e, = _4GET MARRIED.
L1 IR e
x_f}:-?:.i?‘?f 7 sy : ‘.

3 —JwtH |}
DID HI5 HEAD OF THE 5 IN A HURRY. HE
WIFE FAMILY, MY KNEW HE HAD
BECOME UNCLE FELT HE
ILLZ COULD REST
I
- IN PEACE.
a4

g







f' * | Koizumi,

AH, YOUR
| NAME'S
\||NATSLKO

1] HiGucw,

RIGHT?Z

NAME‘S

SAWA

I'M, AH,
THE HEAD

T - m— ;
?jftr've KEPT |
you Too
| LONG. HOW

- \seLFisd
| OF ME.
"

)| YOUI WHAT
(G YoUl, AH,
HAVE TO
DO.

DID, AH, MR.
HAGIWARA
EXPLAIN
THE
SITUATION |
TOoYoUZ |




I WOULDN'T
CALL THIS THE
WARMEST
WELCOME T'VE

EVER HAD.

__*-:. Q;;:R:-;%_:\__ y
".':';'F"-"- e, i

..THAT'S WHY HE SAID HE | i T::Z *&/%EVZD
WOLILDN'T HIRE ME. s woul

i
I WONDER (

WHAT HE WAS A WOMAN
THINKINGZ WHO LOOKS

JUST LIKE HIS
DEAD WIFE

£




<=

MIOKO.
THIS ISN'T THE
TIME TO GAWK.

.‘-_------—-——--__

PLEASE,
LEAVE ME
ALONE.

YOU'VE FLULFILLED
MY FATHER'S DYING
WISHES AND BEEN

REWARDED... HURRY, WE

...WITH THE
PRESIDENCY
OF A 5LIC-
CESSFUL
COMPANY.
HLH, BUT,
TH... THI5 I5
TOTALLY
CRAZY.

NOW T'VE
SERVED MY
PURPOSE.
HOLD IT//

YOU HAVE NOTHING TO WORRY
ABOLIT. YOU SHOULD GO TO
THE WOMAN YOU REALLY LOVE.
IT'S A LIVE BROADCAST!



ALRIGHT, |
ALRIGHT,

™ |
COM/
ING. |



|

THESE
DOGS

LIKING
TO you
RIGHT
AWAY.

TOOK A |

~
|;fi | od /o ™ it
: KNOW, |60RRV.

|

1o
li | ReaLly :.yrvggt I
({7 smeanee || 100
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M5. KOIZUMI, T'VE
BEEN THINKING T'M
GOING TO STAY HERE
FOR A MONTH
SINCETHE ADVANCE.
BUTT THINK IT'D BE

AL

BEST IF T GO AFTER

THAT, e

e .ﬁ! | -
:.-"_'-\.I i U E\i' Eh
oK.

I SAW HER
PICTURE IN THE

LIVING ROOM. DO
WE REALLY LOOK
THAT

a

THE | | THEYRE
DOGS ARE | | GLARD DOGS
PROBABLY | | 50 THEY
MAKING A | /| LSUALLY
MISTAKE!/ | DONT LIKE

"/ \sTRANGERS,

s

you ™

THAT'S | CAME |

| s0
RIGHT... | 500N
| AFTER
| HER |
\DEATH. |
M-

r -,
fmsNoT || 1T
| YOUR ||LUNDER-
FALLT | [STAND.
YOU HAVE |
THE | e
SAME |
| FACE BUT/
/

i— =

I CANT
STAY HERE
TOO LONG.

O, .{
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Wconsper|f | IDLKE
IT DONE, || /Her ook ron

| LOOK INTO
e NAME'S| | THIS NEW
| NAT- § | HOLSE-
| SUKO | | KEEPER.
]{-ueucuu iy
."f_-\‘" : :

/ Il'. /
[ ws. f :
_NATSLKO,|  /

TAKE —

| THIS TEA |/

] TOTHE L /
WEST |/

"ll“u-—-{\ANNEX.

I" i o -

N
N gl THE
WEST
ANNEX IS A LIBRARY.
THE TEA'S FOR THE
LIBRARIAN WORKING
THERE
RIGHT
NOW.

TS




OH, TM
NEW H ERE

NATSUKO
HIGUC—F"T{?’J

#

W

——
-
i

i

1

= e ————
] —!-

MY Lff !
NAME'S 1
ARIMA.

NICE TO |

you

Dy
]
H .,'- FaR ﬂr i
\ .l'iI ". F i), |
3 ) /
3 A
‘ i
/-

Eﬂﬁm;ﬁhlai,

EXCUSE
ME.

||
i}l _.:“ ..

| MET DURIN = |
| THE FORTY-

NINTH DAY |
CEREMONY. |
| DON'T You |
REMEMBER2 |

T'M ALS0
OF THE

;Mﬂm

< il



TS
LIKE
SHE'S
BEEN |
REBORN.

PLEASE,
LET GO/







/| THERE'S
NO
QUESTION

_:L—[ OH/ 1r‘.5x AN
WAS MRS.  |[NATSUKO, [ %
HAGIWARA'S |IDON'T AN
ROOM. T BOTHER | >
ONLY OPEN |{|WITH THAT /— —

IT TO AIR

ROOM.

<




...SHE LIVED

IN THIS
HOLISE.
AND ALL THIS
STRANGE
BEHAVIOR IM  fun RN =S
SEEING o :_... : TH : o _"‘_\_::\_\__"‘\_—_—_\_\_\_
)
SLOWLY... N
A}

o ..MAKING
L SENSE.
Rl s A\

e T Y OH, THAT'S ', | MS5.

[~BUT HE ALWAYS MUST MRS. KOIZLIMI,

| TOOK TIME OUT | HAVE |[HAGIWARA'S. [T EOLINDTHIS

| TO CARE FOR | | GOTTEN || WHERED (|| gApRETTE

HIS WIFE. SHE ALONG || YOUFIND [ || )
WAS RATHER |
| FRAIL, YoU '

HE IT WAS
FLOWERS I | A PRESENT

BECOME ! FROM MR.
50 TORN - HAGIWARA.
AND | ¥ “'SHE WAS

SPARSE.

42 ALWAYS VERY
/< 2\ FOND OF IT.

1




o I _""ll
SHE FINALLY
W
W“ATL --=—l PREGNANT,
/] 21 e BUT THEN...
f,_r’_’ A
DURING OH MV’L ] AT
<l B
ggﬁ:lb & a-._m,.-.m| HAGIWARA you { lg, cHILDZ
OUT MR5. py — E-. | I TOLD =, h
HAGIWARA -.ar%z: T | YOU THIS. | =S
MONTHS | | »>
ALONG.

| HAVE KNOWN
THE NEWS WAS,

o AFTER ALL, A
TERRIBLE
SHOCK TO MR.
HAGIWARA



IT'S VERY
CLOSE TO
THE ANNEX.




—__I'no

| MATTER HOW

| YOU LOOK AT

| IT T'M BETTER
| THAN SHE T5//

o

—

IT'S YoL.
GOOD
MORNING,
MS. AKAL

E_

CWAIT |
A

SECOND/, \
f It -

,

DIFFERENT
B PERSON

WORE

AND
NEVER |
RAN
WITH

THE KH
DOGS. |

\

WESTERN
CLOTHING

iy

¥ ; DON'T |
- HAVE
S| ABoT | TO RUN! ¢
| LOOKING | AWAV "
| LIKE MY | ! ~.._
: WIF'E;J'
- ‘__ -‘-ﬁ 'u'
[ BELIEVE ME, || MY WIFE
| You LOOK LIKE|| HARDLY | BUT THIS
| A COMPLETELY|| EVER 15 WHERE...

| F
i

S AN
o A



—f  [IMSURE|
| vouve
HEARD

THIS IS5
WHERE

e M | MY WIFE
I\FQIED.

E: :Ej‘:;f:r"-_‘m\ul - .h-".-
e T e 1 e ..:_,..-...‘

! sHE UsED 1

4 TocOME | AN £

| HERE AND 3L w7 2 i
7l GAZEAT 2> ALy
W] HER )@hﬁ'. ;

fREFLECTION IN
| THE WATER.

MAYBE L T A
THAT \ N -
REFLEC-\ M/ | &=
TION J\[e

| PLLLED|
HER IN)

-




_. ONE
AS SHE REACHED , Vs " - EVENING
FOR AN IRIS AT i f .~ SHE CAME
THE WATER'S EDGE, N\ w o ENEREE  OUT HERE
SHE LOST HER 5 ‘gt TO PICK
FOOTING. N Vgt e 50ME

FLOWERS

THAT DAY
SHE HAD ON
A LONG-
SLEEVED
KIMONO
THAT SHE | <%
USED TO .= : -

WEAR |
BEFORE
WE WERE
MARRIED.




HE
THINKS"'

.“’_v;ll-.l\./-i'-
{ DO
ioyou |
THINK
| THATZ
NS
you . [PLEASE
LOVED uﬁg'mh/ﬁA r":lml. EXCLISE COS&%
YOLR [ ME-_|lssouLove e
WIFE, ‘ e 2
DIDN'T THIS Lip, i SHICIDE?
youz
[
i I.'
| l,.-" |
I|I ) II
N
W
W,
'

I I DON.T 1
| PEOPLE 5AY ‘
i BEHIND MY

: i




[ 1o

MARRY
JusT |
FOR

MONEY. |

BUT TM

NOT A
S5TRONG
ENOUGH
PERSON

THE FLOWERS
IN THE WATER
ANSWER MY
QUESTION.

I DIDN'T
HAVE TO
ASK.




THERE'S NOTHING
SLSPICIOUS ABOUT
THIS NATSUKO
HIGUCHI. EVEN THE
RECOMMENDATION
WAS GENLIINE.

ALL THE SHE'S NOT
COMPANY RELATED
INFIGHTING T0 THE
HAS MADE HAGIWARA
ME PARANOID. FAMILY.

/oy SHE WASN'T
T'VE STARTED / SENT BY ANY
TO DOUBT COMPANY
EVERYTHING. ENEMIES.




™ /' IF YOUVE _
RIGHT IN : GOT S0ME KEY 'I

THE TIME, WANNAIL TOMY | | AKEYZ

MIDDLE || GO FOR A CUP | -

OF 50ME- / | oF correez || TRUNK | i
THING. . BROKE. |/




ouT e
7V s0ME

EPARTMENTS ™ 18
| MIOKO'S e

I FATHER K%
| HIRED » Nl

HE | iz
CRAWLED |l

—= { LNIVERSITY AR
-- D 9

IT'S CRAZY,
I FEEL LIKE
I'M SITTING
ACRO55
FROM
MIOKO.

TS
TAKAYA

T FIND
ATTR- §
ACTIVER




— (youseg, \ i . %
(T T0LD) PEE T ==
HER /” PENED TO SEE | ~===2
T0 BE > [ARIMA MEETING ——=my
| 1y ST | i
| CAREFLIL )/ [WITH TAKAYA'S =~ 7 {/
— OFHIM.| J compAny ,' / 401
(TLL TELL . |RIVAL6. ' :
You THE Y,
| SAME [ ' o

| THING, I
-NATSLIKO.|
| BE

CAREFUL. | e

1
LY




| ™ TIReD\!
| AND WOLILD
| LIKE TO

| BE ALONE .










o 2

Do
TOO,
DON'T
youz

WHAT'
ARE '
you
DOING...Z2

."'_",-f' 1

IT5
BET-
TER
THIS

WAY.
EVERY-

ONE
WANTS
TO SEE
MIOKO
AGAIN.




LIKET

"SR |

' WHAT‘S THE
| MEANING OF
| THI5Z 5TOP
| THIS CRUEL
| JOKE.

iYOU‘RE

/ :__, NOT
%f‘ —MIOKO.

7

LED HER -

| TO HER

— E—
PLEASEDEA‘H-l }i

| DONT rf
| MAKE!

COLILDN T
HAVE
BEEN

i i R

IVE
NEVER |
LAID A
FINGER

ON HER.

NO. M5.
MIOKO
DIDN'T




IF YOU HATE
ME THIS MUCH,
WHY DID You
AGREE TO
MARRY MEZ

HER, THE

YOU SHOULD'VE
REFLUSED.

COMPANY WAS
IN BAD SHAPE.
MR. HAGIWARA
WAS DEATHLY

I HAVE NO
FREEDOM.

...A PERSON
MY FATHER
CHOSE.

HOW COULD | 2
WAS ONLY
ALLOWED

TO MARRY

BESIDES, T
KNOwW You
HAVE SOME-
ONE ELSE.

T 15 THIS
% YOU CAN'T YOUR

4 .. WAY OF

REBELLINGZ

HER

WHAT'RE
you

TALKING
ABOLIT?Z

FATHER'S
BUSINESS
WAS MY FIRST

T MET HER. CONSIDERATION.




BUT T WON'T - YOU NEVER
FORCE You TO P4 BELIEVE ME,
DO ANYTHING. L : NO MATTER

WHAT T SAY.

OF TIME WITH
MIOKO, AARGH!
THAT WE CcouLD
RESOLVE OUR
PROBLEMS

GRADLALLY. |23 WASN'T
b : ABLE
1. TO SPEND TIME

3 | WITH HER BEFORE[
Vp | OR EVEN AFTER
/) |WEGOT MARRED! |
| ‘ﬁ ;YAAAU-f |
| coRNERED| | k
HER.
|  WHENI
- . VISITED
- : W THIS
= - ||ig” "+ HOUSE ON
I LOVED |: ~-SHE WAS LOOKING AT A BUSINESS
En FROM\ ME THROLIGH SOME. || % A LONG -
THEN ON. 1| -OER® AP e, TIMEAGO
4 N
THAT
SHE
HAD
SOMEONE
ELSE




..MIOKO'S
REFLEC-
TION
74 INTHE
#  WATER.




|| KNOW WHA
.58 MIoKO's
.| THINKING.







T CANT

REGRET Wt

ANYTHING |, - =37
NOW.  |u

MITM ACTUALLY
||arTRacTED  BEHER
_|Toum. 2

T THOUGHT

BUT IT'S
I COULD
TOO HARD REALLY







| YOU'VE!

BEEN
WAITING|
FOR |




. ¥ THE TORN
. ¥  FLOWER
S M was ON THE
YOU'RE F FLOOR IN THE

L MIoKO, || ANNEX WHERE

| ARENT | IT WAS RIPPED,
\  RIGHTZ

../ [ THIS KIMONO...
. i LIKE WHAT T

A LONG-5LEEVED
KIMONOZ

7 50 T CAN
You MADE ~ REMEMBER WHAT

P B T 1 FELT LIKE BEFORE

...BEFORE




THAT TVE L0l FINALLY
LOVED HIM -
FOR 50 LONG.

I'LL TELL
HIM HOW T
REALLY FEEL.

: ..THAT you
..BUT NOW - o M MY FATHER  TOLD
T KNOW You = U {, PAID HIM ME HE

TOLD ME LIES. 1 B8 L TO MARRY  HAD A

LOVER

..WHO
DECEIVED
ME.

I NEVER I WAS 50
DREAMT . COULDN'T ANGRY WITH
THAT You'D SEE THE MY FATHER
DECEIVE ME.... TRUTH.




TALWAYS [
LOVED YOLI,
THAT'S WHY |

NO MATTER
HOW LONG
IT TAKES.

ANYTHING
. TO MAKE HIM
L) FORGIVE ME.

T'LL NEVER
FORGIVE You
FOR WHAT

YOU DID 7

BELONG 8










MIOKO'S
TWIN
SISTER. |




SENSE
f'f OF

TO GET A | KB

|CLOSURE. |'S&

HERE |

& | To FIND

THE TRUTH
ABOUT MY
SISTER'S
DEATH

POLICE

LEFT.

HAVE |




you TO |
LISTEN |
RIGHT 14
NOW }

e

- 7 "|
g .. '|;;'Nosoov

EXCEPT I I KNEW

OUR || ABOUT

—— i REAL -IMIOKO
“755IMOTHER,| | AND

ME

I =/
[ COULDN'T HAVE
|CHILDREN, 50 MR,
| HAGIWARA HAD |
ANOTHER WOMAN
BEAR HI5

|CHILDREN.

{ THE LATE |5
MRS. HAGIWARA| =+ i
WAS NOT |
OURREAL [ % =
| MOTHER. j

ey E ST AR e
] LR : P Ly
I‘l 3
i

.




—

WE WERE NEVER

RICH BUT WITH
HELP FROM MY |
MOTHER'S FAMLLY, |
T HAD A HAPPY |
CHILDHOOD.

SHE LEFT MY
SISTER WITH
THE HAGIWARAS
AND TOOK ME
BACK TO HER

I THAT

WOMAN
WAS
OLR

MOTHER.

..RAN INTO
MIOKO BY
THE TEA
HOLISE.

==
e,
i

‘Jﬂ. e

et e
_._--—.=I"=-'.

LOST IN

Ib- 5

GARDENS
_-_ AND e

oo e

M| FIELD TRIP. M

UNTIL ONE DAY,
WHEN T CAME

HERE ON A =
HIGH SCHOOL 3




THAT WAS THE
FIRST TIME WE'D
SEEN EACH
OTHER BUT

=" MARRIED T
-/ SECRETLY

..WE ..THE
KNEW MOMENT
WE WERE OUR EYES
TWINS. MET
WHEN MY I
MOTHER WAS |  LINDERSTOOD SUDDENLY..
ol ; ABOUT TO HOW T couLD
L PASS AWAY, FEEL LONELY
s SHE TOLD ME AND SAD
THE TRUTH, ;é’:sg’g
BUT :
..MIOKO AND -,
TLIVED INTWO
COMPLETELY -
DIFFERENT d
WORLDS. WE: - .
NEVER SAW EACH -
OTHER AGAIN. =




ﬁ

BUT ON
THE
DAY SHE
DROWNED




SHE WAS
CALLING
FOR You.

I CAME
HERE TO
TELL You
THAT
MIOKO
LOVED
youl.




IT'M SORRY FOR
LEAVING WITHOUT
SAYING GOOD-BYE.

BUT T CAN'T STAY
HERE ANY LONGER.

i
o T ‘Lt_jl ! I_F
BE QUIET. | 2 ! l [ ' had
youre | % i
WAKE | &




<=

[ IF you H“Avel ™, e
# e )

1o Leave voul| \ TS

| SHOLLD AT | *{THAT'S HARD |

| LEAST TELL
1 ME WHERE
YOL'RE GOING.

Yyl

= _ ABOLIT
Hels o / YOU NOT | | LAST
A ﬁ} B8 ATTRACTED | NIGHT

GG TOME
‘a AT ALLZ




<=

N T T

7/ A,\ I-“fDIDN"r rl fff’
:|I ygSLL-'f%; }
BEFOREZ, L1

LIKE A l___\

COMPLETELY l
DIFFERENT |
PERSON.

——
" IF you

| REALLY

| KNOW

| HOW
- MIOKO
\FEELS

/ WOLLLD SHE SAY,
— |F T SAY T WANT
| TO MAKE Youl

| HAPPYZ

..WELL SHE
WOLUILD
PROBABLY......



..... RETURN

MY SMILE

FROM THE
WATER.










S

P
ol

AROLIND HERE |-
"/ THERE'S
NOTHING BUT
FIELDS. IT'S

LIKE A "L
I PAINTING OF ==~
—"TRANQUILITY."

IT'S NOT
LIKETHE
Ty
THAT |
M UISED,
TOBUT TVE |
GROWN [

TO LIKE

..BUT
STILL,

=t ™ :
SLIRPRISED
5}11 CAME ALL
<2 THIS WAY

WITH HIM.

TS
MORNING.




e . | savie [
TMEVER | ! | GETS UP
[~ S0KIND| -
~_".| NOT TO FOR
" WAKE HIM — WORK.
- : 1 uR s

[ 15 NICE
|SITTING NEXT,
| TO HIM,
| WATCHING
HIS
SLEEPING
FACE. H“i

...OH,
YOLI'RE [
AWAKEZ [

f “oF |
i o COURSE, [
TT I DON'T [
BUT I p AP
WANT HIM | ETLP |
TO GET ./ EARLY,
Uup BEFORE, ™, EITHER.
| T STARVE N o
TO DEATH. ; -

—= ___
Sy




MORNING e
DARLING. 7,

*SIGH*
A NEW
DAY'S

BEGLIN il .
AGAIN. i

I'™M
HLINGRY.




<=

i " e Jﬂ_- - r ¥ -
‘\}“ ?(}” gy S LOOKS
| o €y }J LIKE IT'5
RCHLLLR | 1 ol | SPRING
CIRNE [N U OLITSIDE.
THIS RENTAL _ HEREREE S 1w v
15 A TYPICAL e asy; RIS
OLD-FASH- ‘ Wy
IONED | e |
JAPANESE S | FLOWERS
Ll HOLISE, BLILT M WILL
| BEFORE THE |- ‘e fB-O%5OM
1.5ECOND WAR. | .5
.'--"F'TI T ﬂ'.-:" 1.;*

_.#-_ ; '-. —=
!l -‘E MAGNIFI-

, ‘i‘ CENT

MAGNOLIA
~7350 EVERY-

IN THE
GARDEN;

ONE
AROLIND
NEVER SEEN 1 ¥ HERE
SPRING IN THIS ﬁfﬁ . CA;ESE T
PLACE. T CAN'T | Tl
WAIT TO SEE THE lés MAGNO-
FLOWERS st LIAS."
T T | .

; !
i u}ﬁg ':i.




N GHOST
g BECALISE
THERE'S
NO
OTHER
EXPLAN-
ATION.

BUT..
HE
CAN'T ¢

SEE HER.




IT'S NOT
LIKE T
SEE HER
EVERYDAY,
MIND YoU.

A REFLECTION OF
/7 A THE LIFE THAT
l(/ = =l USED TO FILL THIS

JUDGING
FROM HER

CLOTHES

AND
MANNERISMS,

T CAN TELL
S5HE'S NOT
FROM THIS




et *g 5

“1

BECALISE
SHE'S
NEVER
ONCE
TRIED TO
INTERFER
WITH OUR
LIVES.

1;?., /
IVE
NEVER

SPOKEN

WITH
HER.

THOLIGH HE'S A
WRITER, T
SOMETIMES
THINK HE'S A
BIT DIM.

FEELING
THERE'S A
WOMAN
IN THE
HOLUISE BUT




.'f -

| WHATZ |

HELLO,
SHINOHAR

THE MANLI-
SCRIPT BUT |
| DON'T WORRY.

ASAI SAY |
ONCE THAT |
HE'S AFRAID

OF CATS.
HOW RUDE.

e

THAT'S |

HI5
FRIEND
AND i
Fa EDITOR.
=
qé
-3

¥ KYOKO '
| CAME TO




<=

I DIDN'T BUT SHE
1 TOLD ME You

| HAVEN'T CALLED |

' 1T'S NOT YOUR
FALILT You COULD

T | N'T COME BACK.
f»«iﬁt}: | LOOK, You KNow || | HER SINCE I!-—----uil
SHE GOT MARRIED You CAME |
SEEHER 1™ gecauise-
RIGHT
NOW, OR

ANYBODY!.
i

I.l o PLEASE[
JUST LEAVE®

T MUCH T HATED ALL

| THE PRESS
INTERVIEWS
FOR A AND VISITORS
LITTLE WHEN T GOT

WHILE. i % ¥ | BACK.




1 ..WHEN
HE WAS
BONE-
TIRED

AND
WORLD-
WEARY.

THAT'S @

— _
" \\ K‘-{-.ﬁ_ RIGHT. Jf
IEME.'

\
o S
II I
SHOULDN'T |
| HAVE HAD |
A PHONE .
INSTALLED. / i i | 2 £ .sj-
Lo g =R | T WOLLDNT e
= WSS Ryl
NOT STAYED .:
READY, | WITH HIM IF L
[ HE'D BEEN
) | JUST ANY
' OLD GLY.

I




MOTHER

HADN'T

STOPPED ME, [Shirords
T WOULD'VE [
GONE ABROAD!

AGAIN.

)\

BUT I
CANSEE
YOU'veE
BEEN
WOLIND-

I DON'T
KNOW

| WHAT'S

MAKING
Youso
SAD...




STRANGE | -

FOR US TO|
MAKE EYE
CONTACT

LIKE THAT.

IT'S TOO
BAD HE
CAN'T
SEE




A..
PIANO?Z

[WHERE'S THAT |
MUSIC COMING |
IFROMZ IT SOLINDS
‘LIKE SOMEONE'S |
PLAYING INSIDE |

-I'rms HOUSE., ./

P

LAYING. T
GLIESS THERE
i LISED TO BE A

PIANO IN HERE.

THAT'S A
BEALITIFLIL
TUNE.



THIS 15|
HOW SHE
EMPATHIZES.| .

TM A LITTLE
SURPRISED, |
THOUGH.g=mm

THE
TREE'S

B B 0550M

WONDERFUL/

DO Youl HAVE

ANY IDEA HOW
MUCH STRENGTH
THOSE FLOWERS
WILL BRING YOUZ

GOING TO




UNTIL . | -
T THEN, e

T'LL GIVE |-~ e
ﬁ”d’

you A 1
. LITTLE -

WARMTH. \/z i P
| Berr”™

END OF THE HOUSE OF MAGNOLIAS.







BER
WAKING UP
EARLY ONE

e THE WA
THAT MORN- DREAM
DAY MY ING
GRAND- IT ALL
MOTHER BEGAN.
CALLED A
ME AWAY : b2
FROM
: WORK. F
: ;-m.'!'-.
TR




i b PP

i, 1.I.. -

o AT
you,

{1l KesHIROZ [

s

MR.
KASHIWAGI.

-{ THE YOLING }

| HERE WITH bk
OUR LAWYER, [¥

—

THEV'RE
WAITING
ATING
e
A

R

N

P lATERTiE
BIG DEALZ THE
5HOP WON'T GO
BANKRUPT IF
You S5TEP OUT
FOR A

GRANDMOTHER,
bt
PLLLING ME

AWAY FROM “




HELLO
KEISHIRO. | X

..MY
GRANDFATHER,
SENTARO
NISHINA, PASSED
AWAY RECENTLY.
WE JUST HAD HIS
FORTY-NINTH
DAY CEREMONY.

‘|{T0 KEEP |
4 |vou

= WITH MY
‘ GRAND-
PARENTS IN

WAITING, I
MR.




e
i

i

YES. IVE
SPOKEN
WITH HER.

SHE'S A
VERY NICE
GIRL.

MY GRAND-
FATHER WAS
FAMOUS

IN THESE PARTS FOR
HIS STUDY AND COL-
LECTION OF MODERN
JAPANESE PAINTING.
NOW T'M TAKING OVER
HIS BUSINESS.

.h SO T

JusT HER PARENTS
BEFORE MY - DIED WHEN SHE
GRAND- WAS LITTLE.
FATHER DIED SHE'S BEEN
“E%%ETEDATO SHUFFLED
T | RELATIVES EVE
- SINCE.
THE
DECISION WH}
% REALLY | _ =/WELL
SURPRISED| f 1 = 4] KEISHIRO...
: ME. THINK ot 41
=" I|
} X
o "
You WERE
DO You ALWAYS THE
LIKE ART, ONE WHO
KEISHIROZ -4 LINDESTOOD ..WE SHOULD
’ " YOUR /*y RESPECT
3 y g GRAND- - Fa GRANDFATHER'S
= VEAH/ 4 / BEST
5,
| ﬁ
-
=3




Bl 'NO, T
! ONLY
s LIKE LOOKING
o TOLEARN
e o
HE THOLGHT oL
T WAS JUST PAINTZ
LIKE HI5
T WAS ARTIST
- ALWAYS BROTHER, THE — ~
| GRAND- e WHO Gl 7= 1 seE 15 JuST
: DISAPPEARED r ! Whiret hicahe
l- i FATHER'S IN MANCHLRIA. Dl
o | - {FAVORITE. =
= el I3 i ...I THOLIGHT You -
Pk J; MGHT, BECOME A, Iﬁ ="
5, Y 1_:2 ST PAINTER LIKE HIM._- : |
A iy
o] | g2 SIS THIS | s
' l—; | ALL YOUR|
% W e | o
| GAGEZ MAYBE
| THAT'S
R WHY IT
. —— SEEMED 50
HURRY UP i YOUR NAME'S v : .FOR ME TO -_—-———.
'i-AND BRING ||/ avaka FuJE, | ([ ';'_"X‘:r';s Pz
THOSE RGHTZ NICE | || 4T Taar, (A
TuNGs ||l To meeT voul| ;fﬂ OKAY. Bl To0. LBLE '
/ INSIDE.T | TM KEISHIROJ:_-, M ] . 'L k. %
i‘). NISHINA. A h_rc“';;rf |CARRY | o T‘ L
L ez A (7 " l 1 { | Bl
A l o : (s
" F’ _,"-.




| HAVE ANY
%, |QUESTIONS,
ASK ME.

..EVERYONE'S
t 50 NICE.

I WONDER IF
I CAN STAY
HERE FOREVER.

THERE'S
NOTHING
FOR You

HUMPH/

HOWD WE
GET STUCK WITH
THIS GOOD-FOR-
OTHING GIRLZ



. 50 YOU'RE
FIFTEEN
NOW, EHZ
YOU'VE REALLY
STARTED
TO FILL
g OLT NICELY.

MORE

THANKS
T0

.. THIS
PICTURE.




=== THAT KID
‘. | OWNS A .
=\ ==\, PIECE BY
\ THE

PHANTOM |
PAINTER
| | SEISUI

| osakak- K & L4 1 1

1 2 i 5 - = e

' QRA' { II"'. b o & ﬁﬁ "PHANTOM A
Wi " -1 PAINTER"ISABIT

\ WELE 4 8- - OF AN EXAGGERA-

P

x4 TION, BUT

| RECENTLY, ONE OF
i HER RELATIVES

| TRIEDTO SELLTHE
PICTURE TO MY
GRANDFATHER.

AYAKA'S
FAMILY
WENT

i
He |

1
L THAT'S S i
I HOW SHE | it

het

“PICTURE'S

IENDED LIP| - |
a : ALL SHE HAS

- ||LEFT TO
S0LNDS NEEMECR £
Lke ) \ ||HER FATHER [ ,
FaTE [ 1] .0 1 [BY.
T0 Me.j | kjg;
0 [ o LiKe
i TO MEET
g | THIS 17
s | YEAR-OLD
L BEAUTY,




:‘n:-.:--g::::q:'-.:.'-."\:i:h:'i
[ AYAKA, THIS e e
=] ; s T
| MRNISHIZAKI {< SN
% (WY A FEnn S ST
<<OI ASSISTANT. R e e e e
1 { r‘.‘-" T TN
:uF :;::-_::-:h: R
%" \.-:-L'\: r:- -.: :
T e T faa
ﬁ i
o :
.-’!".l
s

o

. oF course/ HE
d WAS MY
2| GRANDFATHER'S
BROTHER 50
WE HAVE THE
LARGEST
COLLECTION
THERE 15.

& BY SEISLI
SAKAKI-
BARA...Z2

| were

" PREPARING
AN EXHIBITION OF
MY GRANDFATHER'S

ART FOR HIS

4 MEMORIAL.
A 1

!
ﬁ-"f )

"‘E.L:

=




|I 1
] OH, T |
ISHOULD HAVE |
[KNOWN! IT'S |
[JUST HIS ;
| NAME'S |
|DIFFERENT.... |

Tia]  THEY SAY
S 1 KEISHIRO 15 THE
ERLERE, £ 2] REINCA-
Awiieiel PANTER! T JUST peinatidiad  RNATION OF
o LOOK LIKE HIM, iy SEISUI
! THATSALL. | 1 | sAkakBARA.
YOU'RE ATy g WHAT A BLINCHA
| INTHE o = g ™ - HICHS. A
| BUSINESS, [ | 'l‘;\ j_'qu L i3
| ARENT e - '

youz

T

PAINTING'S
NOT

— vy

i

rr A NEW FAMILY
ADOPTED HIM
RIGHT AFTER HE
WAS BORN. BUT
MY GRANDFATHER
STAYED IN TOLICH

WITH HIM.
A c
HIS

REAL §
NAME '
WAS

—

i




vou HAVE THE
PRACTICE

PAINTING, RIGHT#

AND YOLl WANT
TO SEE THE
FINISHED PIECE

n
1f;<f‘fi%f'f“i’
nE
—

5

:rf-i'-'.’?l ]

T .'H._

N

~1|ARE VERY/

I LIKE HIS THE ONLY 7 ™
PAINTINGS OF WOMEN HE ; | sLRE 1T
WOMEN, TOO. PAINTED WERE| }*

THERE'S PROBABLY|| HIS LOVERS, 50| BEAUTIFUL| WAS A
. MORE AROLIND HE PAINTED || WOMAN/Z (PICTURE
|| sSOMEWHERE. ILL || THEMWITH || THAT'S | OF A
HAVE TO TAKE A || LOVE. THEYRE|| GREAT. WOMAN.
'. ALL BEALITIFLIL a
: HIS
PAINTINGS
OF
WOMEN | *




SEISUI SAKAKIBARA.
BIRTH NAME: SEJIRO.
BORN: 19049.

SEVERAL OF HIS ONLY A ..HE SUDDENLY  SAKAKIBARA
MOST FAMOLIS FEW OF HI5 THREW DOWN HI5 WAS

WORK5S ARE WORKS CAN . PAINTBRUSHES CONSIDERED
PAINTINGS OF BE FOLND e AND A PROMISING

BEALITIFLL TODAY. .. SN e PAINTER
WOMEN, EACH SAID YOURE 50 & DISﬁ:&é&E&ASTO UNTIL

TO HAVE BEEN HI5 FAITHFLIL.
LOVER AT THE TIME.

S HE

" PAINTED
THEM
. WITH
% |OVE

I LIKE HIS 2
PAINTINGS
OF WOMEN, %
TOO.

'SHE WAS AS
BEALTIFLL
AS A FLOWER




GIVE ME
COLOR
FROM
YOUR

FLOWER.

THEN MAYBE
SOMEONE WILL
LOVE ME, TOO.

KEISHIRO,
WE'RE
GOING
OouT FOR

A
vuu_e.
J

™
GOING e
TLL SHOPPING WITH ?'g'f' g,
uvE 1o e wis 8T
TO PASS. | 52 '
THANKS,
THOUGH.

A

=




<=

THIS 15
KEISHIRO'S| ||
SISTER-
IN-LAW,
KIKUKO.

- e "
1 - o j
5HE || DON'TY, JUST TAKE IT
SEEMS |IWORRY. ! EASY. WHENEVER
TO HAVE SHE GOES OUT
CHEERED S5HE BECOMES
UP A BIT. 50 ENERGETIC
e FOR HER A
_.' '
r
m— r_\_.
|/ o o
a5
Y
|
you | o TM TAKING
MUST @ THE YOLING
BE AYAKA.| & | | LADY .
S ®. SHOPPING.|-

yEs, I oy __"-
BROUGHT [~

I
/i T GUESS
74t YOURE

47" 7 HERE
—— | TO 5EE

T |KEISHIRO.

"-- - I
/ GRAND- |
| MOTHERI |
| ARE YOUI |
GOING /|  §




<=
.;L T | T,
Prieke age
THESE | THESE ARE |
AND HERE | | \
aReAFEw || YOUR | | THE ONES ~
CADIES 1 | YOUR FATHER
FROMMY | | CHOSE. - I
BROTHER HUSBAND'S || \‘aﬁ \ PIC.K.ET?; _-f-‘/q
M COMPANY. i -y -
L{ 50ME , Il e
T00Z ! | .1
- N | | =
=i lrr

DON'T Ser TN AL ‘J' 'f.".-‘ )
BE . A H ‘] : B
LIKE | LJ h\ﬂ)‘ﬁ —

THAT/ "‘ﬁ*

\

- n | IT' JUST THAT
IWAS S EVERYONE 15
ENGAGED WORRIED ABOLIT |
TO BE "::I"J you
MARRIED o, {
ONCE. SEReEE e a—
| [ — -
| , __-""-.ll '_1' ( ;.' W-T_ 1'|
[ LOOK, Val _
| WERE | " = g ™ |
ONLY | | -l SORRY. |
| TRYNG | = rﬂx /
TO HELP) = . .
- /| BUT SHE
— DEDINA F—
/" dusT PLANE
I THINK \ . . CRASH
ABOLIT
|IT FORA |, ;‘;gz:g
\WHLE. ) B s
Ly 0.




IMAGINE BUMPING
INTO YOU HERE.
HMM... YOU'RE

| WEARING S0ME
| PRETTCLOTHES.




BE
SEEING

TLL i ______.._ _ .:-;.: _‘l._ 1:.-.. f

~
S0RRY TO
= MAKE You
WAIT,
AYAKA.

.-“"'w..




1

7 waar |
DO YoU |

THINK, |}
KEISHIROZ |

/

THERE'S A

MIRROR OVER
THERE. GO

FULL-LENGTH |

| THERE.
| FINISHED.
1

D R
[ [ LOOKS |
J LIKE A |
| DRESS |

|| | 5HOP IN |
| HERE. |

v/

{ |REMEM-

KIMONO5
TILT

BERED |-
KOTOKO'S
oLD

KIMONO.

THAT'S

AUNT //
254 KOTOKO'SZ |




L1

IF ONLY

I couLb
BECOME
ANOTHER

PERSON...

COMPLETELY
DIFFERENT




iR i e 208

Wi T T
Il".l.ll?

o

.-..{?-—




: 1 OUR VISITOR

MR.
NISHIZAKI

WOLILD LIKE f %

F

E YOURE™ ~
" JUST A LITTLE
TIRED, THAT'S
ALL, =
. - ok
';'F-__ .1;'\“.\':'!"5-._‘ il
P \"':' 'i-.."_: -'?:qj'fll
T Ry I\

; p—

ALL OF A

SUDDEN IFELT

,-’F: B

WEAK.

WHAT
HAPPENED
&




IT MUSTVE
BEEN MY
IMAGINATION.

WHEN T
LOOKED
IN THE
MIRROR
WHAT WAS
THAT WHITE
SHADOW

DEFINITELY.

RIGHT
Now |
| KEISHIRO'S
| SEARCHING
| FOR THE
FINISHED
WORK
\ BUT
/LOOK -
| EVEN
THE |
SKETCH |
15 -
| BEAUTH
" FUL.

%,
b

-,

P
AYAKA, WE

FOLIND ONE
OF SEISUIS
SKETCHES.




MUSEUM OF
FINE ARTS

THE

You SAID THIS
PAINTING SHOULD
BE FINISHED BY
NOW. T THOLGHT
| IMAYBE YOLIR
FATHER TOLD You
1|SOMETHING.

[ wHO
- TOLD
| you




iy -
,,-__r,,_ i
] H - e
| WONDER H
|u= PEOPLE | |
CAN GET |=
| “poss- F =

ESSED

—— 1I

|MR NISHIZAKI, |
i Do youl |
BELIEVE IN
GHOSTSZ |
1 r

R

IDONT
WANT
HIM TO

HATE ME.

e |\
A/ GRAND- i i )
| it
MOTHER'S || _|WY THEONE
CALLING | sHouLD
SR T ask
L/ SORRY ', ABOUT

TO KEEP| THAT
you s,
| WAITING. 22




- LY o

\ \ « 4 %ﬁa.

SHE'S
LIKE A

DIFFER-

1+ ENT .
PERSONZ fvfiligsls

B
|'IFVEAH, AND

e SHE CALLED
HERSELF A

T DIFFERENT
T | NAME.

APPARENTLY, i, .}/ povou

A WHITE #-4{I REMEMBER A BUT IF you L | THINK A

FOX JUMPED =g | PATIENT CLAIMING REALLY BELIEVED | PERSON

OUT AT HIM | ‘%3] TO HAVE GOTTEN THAT, You | cAN GET

WHILE HE | HPA| POSSESSED WOLILDN'T [ _|PossesseD
/' Bl BY A FOX'5 HAVE COME 31', IBY A

WAS A1 SPIRIT. TO ME. i ~4/f\ GHOST2

WALKING \ ) .-"".“‘:?‘ A

IN FRONT W2

OF THE | Y

INARI

SHRINE.

/BUT T DO KNOW |

I T,
ONLY PEOPLE IDONT |
WHO BELIEVE | *\‘N“l_‘&"i’
| INFOXES' | i\
| SPIRITS CAN GET | REALLY |
| POSSESSED | a2ty
| BYTHEM. | ~— -
. I e, I = T
N 3 T AT -fgc; you'
I COULD BE. b ‘ '\-\_-: AT I-" THINK "II
| TEENAGE GIRLS 2= | 7' HER '|
i B5EE LOTS OF i {‘T '| IMAGI- |
| THINGS ON TV.. 2 7 || NATIoNZ |
| ORIN HORROR |

_. A SAN
\COMICS, A g

f’
f



" BUT SHE'S
I PROBABLY
SUFFERING
| FROM 50ME |
| FORM OF
PSYCHO-
LOGICAL |
DAMAGE. ¢

pr———-,

™
THE Py — IF ]
REAL [ - “'YOURE

. I
b, | 8TILL |
CAUSE i. | 4 | WORRIED, !

[ TLL _'
| EXAMINE HER,

lll". ."Il

MAYBE THAT'S
WHY SHE CAME

THAT WAS TO OUR HOME.

THE NAME

OF SENIR0'S
MODEL WHO
WAS HIS LOVER.

.-"'I‘D -\"u

e . SORRY [,

| TO A5K| NO | DTO B KASHIWAGI
PR | DROP |

;me | Vou ‘IPROBLEMI N e 3 LAW OFFICES

| SOME-










S T'M SLRE
YOLU'LL
REMEMBER
ME ONCE
S YOL FIND |
gy T |
; : . Sl PICTURE. |
/ ' . Jfar / /
" HURRY UP o o e A
/ AND FIND IT, | “} Tr .
THE LAST | %, | [
A PICTURE RN
" |YOUPAINTED ™, ™
/| OF ME/ PR

!




s ‘. o i . < .
: G e " you
i BT KNOW, |
[ et % THAT THE
b ! RE & OTHER -
Lo f] M hER S WOMAN |
._..;.::. -.::: - ‘5\1. T : 15 /"/

i . / e | ALREADY




<=

HOW COLILD
SHE KNOW
ABOUT THE
ACCIDENT?Z2

SOMEONE
— MUST
HAVE

TOLD HER.




= THE ] VOLVE ™ KEISHIRO
fﬂl SHE DOC  fuows | BEEN
[ LOOKED | | TOR | sHe f& | COOPED LP |
SOHEALTHY |{.— GAVE |FEEL- || | INHERE |4 ¥
YESTERDAY|| HER | INGZ | SINCE ~

50ME : MORNING.

MEDI- ./ OH, | AREYoU

CINE I'M JUsT ALLRIGHT2

LOOKING ity

| T “‘w . | St -_:- BY THE WAY,
| HAVENT ||| | ! | THERE'S A
' used i} | Freat A" % 5TORAGE ROOM
foTHaT ] 1E BETWEEN THE TEA
SPACE | 'ROOM AND PANTRY,
| FOR | JISN'T
| VEARS. /| \ THERE?
st [ |

L T i

-
: ,i D LIKE |

# | THE KEY |

| TO THAT
..WHAT

HAPPENED p- | ROOM. |

LAST
NIGHT?Z

I CANT

REMEMBER
A THING.



<=

THEY WON'T
LET ME
STAY

HERE ANY-
MORE.

LATELY, T
FEEL
STRANGE.

I WONDER IF
I'M SICK.

BE
SEEING
You.




MY GOD!

[

SEISUI

| 5AKAKIBARA

WAS
NGAGED

To A |

WOMAN







o~

m FINALLY
> FOLIND

Ao
| PICTURE.

{ WE CAN BE

al TOGETHER, JUST | !.
T~ LIKE You /
. |PROMISED..__/
I'VE El_ ; : :
BEEN
WAITING
FOR
THIS
MOMENT
|
|




2 Lyourer|
| AYAKA FLJIE. |

_,'1V0LI'RE NOT | I,

KAE/ " v, R, W 1 IF THAT

. K e é T % PHONE CALL
' 1R ' X TURNS OUT
TO BE A
REAL

THREAT,

Vi

=L g
g ILL DO |
EVERY-

,f {\V
v
THING §

IN MY | s




THIS
| 15 My
PICTLIRE/




IS BRUSHES
DOWN
FOREVER,
HE PAINTED
THIS FINAL

r

DECADES
s
...BEFORE HE

’ PUT
\“

I FOLIND
WITH IT,

WRITTEN &
BY MY

AND HERE'S
A LETTER
GRAND-
FATHER.




<

WE WERE THEN HIS || BUT HE'D
LATER TOLD FIANCEE DIED || ~ FALLEN X
SHE. COMMITTED OF AN IN LOVE 1
SLICIDE. ILLNESS. WITH RN
(SHE WAS || ANOTHER SENIRO ,
ALWAYS WOMAN, HAD AN .
FRAIL) KAE. ARRANGED
ENGAGE-
MENT.
- 'WHAT vYou MeT
' DID WITH HER
WAS THE T, JUST vou JUsT
ONE YoU TOLD HER 5AY BEFORE
REALLY  ABOUT LS. -~ Tp SHEDIED,
NEEDED. A DIDN'T
HERZ oz
B
WHILE MY . oz
WE WAS  BROTHER DIDN'T You ({ ey
RAN TO WISH SHE'D iy
AWAY, DIE, TOOZ

KAE GOT  MANCHLRIA.

SICK AND




..THE PICTURE <=
HE CURSED

HIMSELF WITH.

THIS WAS a3
| NEVER
FOLIND
| ouT
| WHERE
SENIRO |

;Ii" | |! || ih
il |||||=. |'I|H!"|.mlll |||+. ]




(R | —

ey — -II
?"'rCfOME WITH |
T WANTED

|.'::*
| iy P o RS : ' 'iME. YOU'VE |
BECOME A M V! smmi ' || ' ) |STILL G?_V
IDIFFERENT (¥ 3 b 5] W g B\

PERSON. /111 & il P L :FEVER|

]




4 |':|=':'..

A COMPLETELY
H DIFFERENT T
i "|WANTED TO BE
-~ THE WOMAN
|IN THAT
| PAINTING.

s | A
TRLUE. ,_, i 7|

o

THAT'S
WHY...

=y

I DON'T
BELONG
IN YOLIR
HOLISE.

\careFLLY

! WANTED
- ~[ToGo TO
L / | HIGH /
- /. /| 5CHOOLA



* WANNA GO

k. SCHOOL

...SHE WAS
HOSPITALIZED
FOR A WHILE...

SHE WAS IN
BAD SHAPE.

-

BEST FOR

you, You'LL

KEEP YOLIR
MOLITH SHUT,

MR. NISHINA
DIDN'T BRING
HER TO YOLIR
HOLISE EARLIER

SHE WAS SUIFFERING
FROM MALNLITRITION,
AMONG OTHER PR

- +
/~ YOU CAN FORGET |

ABOLIT ALL THE

TERRIBLE THINGS
PEOPLE HAVE /
DONE TO YoOL. f;

P _
— -
-




iy
.J{Eﬁ ZQJP_ T,

7 quﬁﬁf - 3

- 2\

e Ky | o 1 Jh
-'111 \ ' e '-.I-.:‘l_.!'.\_w.:. ..I\"__. "LET‘S Gc')“xl
i\ v

A ] Teack
e / HOME.
GRAND-
MOTHER
15
, WAITING
AVAKA'S Y R e | N
STRANGE iy '
CONDITION
NEVER
OCCLIRRED
AGAIN.

al’

.J‘
< ‘M WHEN I LOOK La...h

_ -] @ BACK AT IT ALL,
= ,Hu)“ d TM NOT SURE (=

(P { WHETHER IT WAS| [L
v ¢ '
"'h FIGMENT OF A

TROLBLED
GIRL'S

IMAGINATION OR 1

el
REMNANT
OF THE
PASSION OF

¥ THAT
;| WOMAN 7 © #s
7 | FROM THE



<=

WAIT

- A

.
END OF TAKING THE COLOR OF FLOWERS

( QUIETLY. |/ o [,
A )TN

4

i

o

IT5
GOING

BUT WHILE TO TAKE[

"~ |5HE'S TAK-

ING
ON A NEW

50ME
TIME

COLOR OF |
FLOWER

N










>
=
—ll
5
)
=X
B

NOTICING,




..BEFORE
THE SUMMER
IS OVER...

3
1} i -
& 3
. ]
N 3 b
k 1
r 1
x 1 .
| i
F
r !
1 I
. P
e Al
e |
.d{F %
L= I_;
i
1H
Y, -










| MEN
| sHOULD

LIVE
DANGER- |

SHOLILD TAKE | [l
A CHANCE.

/GOOD AT |\

( IF T DON'T
COFESS,
TLL
TOTALLY
REGRET
IT LATER.

| CHEERIN




S
TVE ]
TN ' NO‘Il-'rl-'I?NG
GETTING ,
HEADACHES
LATELY.
YOU'RE

PROBABLY
EXHALSTED.

| YOU WALKED -
k FROM THE  [## ~ z2
STATION AGAIN,| %

DIDN'T YOUZ }

THEY SAY
AUTUMN
wmm COMES
= EARLIER
HERE BUT
| GOSH, THE
AFTERNOONS
ARE STILL
50 HOT/ You
SHOLULD'VE
ASKED THE
SLUGANOS
TO PICK
you LIP.

i > Lt ! ; 1.
YOU'LL o — B =i |f| AN |1r ||'il!-
. |.' ; i £ g ! K | J J il Ay
FEEL i b\ P | I L
BETTER £ b e =T [t bl e}
IF you

JUST LIE
DOWN FOR
A WHILE.

Y/




<=

- WHAT |1AKIND,

| DO |ow HAVE

P You llvouBEEN |
Al THINK {1eee NG
. 7 ||LATELYZ|

r SHE GETS
TIRED EASILY, WIFE'S
50 NOW SHE HEALTH 15

LIVES UP IN FRAGILE.
THIS
MOLINTAIN
RESORT.



.. THIS
HOLISE
IS HERS.

..WAS IN DEBT
TO HER FAMILY.

SHE'S THE
DAUGHTER

OF A WEALTHY
FAMILY AND

THE BLSINESS
I LUSED TO RUN

AND
THAT'S
WHY You
MARRIED
HER,
RIGHT?



A COLD —=
On | Mmm..|

& MOLIN-
#|  TAIN
AIR'S A
LITTLE
T0O

JUST ZONED
OUT FORA |
WHILE.

FFoen [ —— ! |I.I '

Yoo |
S worry. T | [II}]

i l‘i SWEATING.

ARE You
OKAYZ




] THE |
ST eUNS
/4T ALREADY |

/" DOWN. |

' WHY DON'T YOU f=—

| TAKE A BATH

| AND A

CHANGE?Z |




_Jl__.-—'-\-.

{ TM USED TO
IT. AND THE
SUGANOS
ARE JUST
DOWN THE
HILL.

DARK LP
HERE. DON'T
YOU EVER GE
SCARED?Z

I HAVEN'T

THE

FORGOT-

SAID HELLO SUGANOS...
YET..
DARLING.
AH, MY
WIFE'S
e CARETAKERS
A - :
— ' —
I PROMISED MAKIKO | ltlAcl);vU?-l :gi
TO GIVE MIZUHARA.
HER AN YOLR -
EMBROIDERY. || SECRETARY... _
|
SHE'S 1y
PROBABLY |




SHE CAME
TO THE
HOUSE IN

DIDN'T SHEZ

TOKYO A LOT, [

e )
/YO FIND A |
| FRAME TO | BE?;':,.'.';”"’
“ MATCH | Tz
mz | '
9 }' d
anp || uu. T !?’.—““.'ﬁruA‘r's I DIDN'T SHE
WHO CANT -  RIGHT.11 KNOW. | QUIT
was || REMEM- gg SHE L | LAsT
BER | mﬁ“‘T | YEAR.
WHY. ' 1hhh{-‘,'_f'."ﬂ'_"-:":-_-.‘-"“\;‘“:
_.__,.-'/'- -‘f. "&] ‘l.--' EI"{. ':""_-_.":::::?"3:1\'\-‘:?‘
WHY = %
DID Fi
SHE il
=

WERE
you Two
FRIENDSZ

THAT'S
ALL.

/ * WE USED
TO HAVE TEA
TOGETHER. AND
|wa'o TALK
|




I WONDER IF SHE
GOT MARRIEDZ
YOU'RE 50
COLDHEARTED
TO FORGET
LIKE THAT.

NE/

TLL GET
S50ME
MEII)rl_CIN

' NO,
TS
OKAY.

WHAT'S
HAPPENING
TO ME?Z



IT'S DARK
LUP THERE.

THERE
AREN'T
MANY STARS
OUT TONIGHT.



< THE MOLINTAINS
SURE FEEL

OMINOLIS AT

NIGHT,

MOLINTAIN 4%
. ARSA
LTTLE 5
TOO ‘ .I;I " = o, S -.-: e
CRISP. N bE s V.

_ T WONDER
3 £ WHY...




L M_I'DARLING.'
. 1

f

I'”\I.,_J

f. &F .
] = ; e
1 1 i ; Ars : :d

i o
v | THAT'S |
| NOTH- |

DOESN'T
THAT
LOOK LIKE
A RED
FLAME
OVER
THERE?Z

you
- LOOKING

= "z
WHAT'RE




5

GLOWING

RUBY RED |

50 MAYBE
IT'5 A

| wiLL-0-
THE-WISP.

ONCE
YOU GET
USED TO
LIVING
out
HERE,
=2 IT'S NO
BIG
DEAL.

ot

DARLING,
you

\| SHOLLD

Y SEE YOUR




vou‘
JusT
il

HAVE TO
[ GET
LISED

THERE'
ALL
KINDS
; OF LIFE
--You IN THE §
JUST MOUNTAINS

| CAN'T

5

.
i
II

——" IN THE OLD
DAYS, PEOPLE
COLLD SEE IT,
BUT NOW WE

PRETEND IT
] DOESN'T EXIST,




\‘IAmNo-i
! | It

IT'S NOT |

NATURAL |17 o T KNOW,

0 LIVE BETTER NOW. || NoT GooD i SORRY.
LET'S GO BACK |l Forvou £T wasN'T

APART TO TOKYO
LIKE THIS. | :

|

SE—

o T

¥ o f
i FI .l,-" iy

¥y .::'-

I"x_.-"'"qu




..DOESN'T
SHE

MOLIN-
TAIN

PLEASE
LET ME
STAY FOR
JUST A
LITTLE
LONGER.

AIR HAS | ¥ :,:'. '
THAN DONE [ S—
MORE [l==—x=F 5

FOR ME | &)

ANY
TOKYO
DOCTOR
HAS.

MATSLIO

..5AY THE
S5AME THING







-
LS o

L)

DARLING...

,f OF THE|| Y .
MOLINTAIN~ )
_LILIES MY

-
,_r

— fﬁROWINJ W
. 7 STRONGER i







DID You 'YESTERDAY.

___f S5TAY IN B ‘ ~ |SORRY T
| THAT HOLISE ko B oS 1DIDN'T
LAST | B .~ |DROP BY TO

T o L SAY HELLO.
2 | iy ! p
NIGH . ; -I




7 BHE
WANTED
TO COOK
FOR ME
SINCE SHE
HASN'T
SEEN
ME FOR A

wie Af

s

' AKINO
MADE
ME

| YoU DO FOR
| DINNERZ

DINNER. |

(WHAT DID

| ALL YOU HAD
| TO DO WAS

\w

UNDER-
STAND,
DO Youz

WI-IAT'S THE

MATTER?
PLEASE,
GET A
HOLD OF
YOURSELF.

BY THE
“LWAY, DID
| AKINO
| COME

THIS

WAY?Z
WHEN

I WOKE
LP SHE
WASN'T
AROLIND




S wTHE FOG )
—& .THAT HAD -~ AE
ENVELOPED- A
MY MIND: =5

..LIFTED.

-
OF

COURSE.

(
. ALMosT
\ | ANN-

YoU SEE,
YOLIR WIFE
DIED LAST

| YEAR. |'

1 THE FIRST
| VERSARY

OF HER
DEATH.




IF ONLY

WE'D BEEN A

LITTLE MORE
CAREFLL

..MAYBE
SHE
WOLILDN'T
HAVE
DIED.

T REMEM-
-~ . BER/
o5 MY WIFE
L WAS..
<% MURDERED:
IT HAD LAST
JUST RAINED | SUMMER
50 IT WAS ) A MAN BROKE
EASY TO R, INTO HER
5POT HIS _ ‘@ HOLISE
FOOTPRINTS Fa AFTER
INTHE = & F» . ROBBING A
GARDEN. 71 STORE
— HE LISED
THAT MY WIFE'S
ROBBER... OWN
SHE
L RESISTED
— BUT
. DURING THE
N \ ) 5TRUGGLE NG
: . HE KILLED e
HER... . ol %




=\ [APPARENTLY HE |
7| FELL INTO A
7 o= | GORGE AND DIED
E\ ﬁﬁb\%ﬁ’f WHILE HE WAS
AW R A TRYING TD A
"1 escape. £ ER

A il

& [KINL... LAST
77 | NIGHT T WAS
| WITH AKINO.

o
I

CHRPT
..l-.-- - --\-H\.\.I
i 1

| ALIVE. |

|




ﬁ TM GOING 8}
- } TO STAY B %

F

V| wouse \uy
|ONE MORE/" £

AL NIGHT,

A 4

e "\\

HIS WIFE WAS
COMPLETELY
DEVOTED TO
HIM. AND HOW
SHE DIED

III_.-"

| TVE

| GOT |
| ABAD |
FEELING |
' ABOLIT |
| THIS. |

HE WAS
PROBABLY
JUusT
DREAMING.

SAW HIS |
WIFE.
/tf

WORRY
ABOUT
| HIM.

\

i




P U g H e

P 7 *‘if\%% :
— F; ((?ﬂ&*- -
HOW COLULD 4§ |
T HAVE Ul ,
FORGOTTENZ N ; THIS WAS
- WHERE

N, VTV
-— DIED.

\ J
N g *_'- ~ THERE'S ALL frZé ¥/ L

! L_"f o I MH"'“H__H_ 3

i _._._."'_._! \-\-J ---\-""\-\.
e WAS i
AKINO pid
REALLY
HERE

LAST
NIGHT?Z2

- KINDS OF
L@ T UFEINTHE
7 777~ MOLNTAINS. |




1 SHE

i | SHOULDN'T
‘| HAVE DIED
#4li || | ALONE

'] I

' SHOULD'VE
TAKEN HER
BACK
TO TOKYO!

RIGHT,
IT WAS
RAINING...










by 'I . ..I. ‘: I.: I.IE.'_‘. I "q |
41 4B DO YO h
Al reme [l

ik

MOLINTAIN %
LILIES
SMELLED X )
T00 M

.! L] ‘[ﬂt
| E‘STRONG. . 5’{ /i
— ' DON'T B

W

et

YOU THINK |t
THESE f
GENTIANS

ARE | [N
PRETTIERZ "IN
|
— —-
A2

,_!‘_




TELL ME/ T
ALREADY
KNOW THE
TRUTH.

THAT'S

YOU THINK /Nogopy | [
IDONT |/ SAD you WANT
| KNOow [ ANYTHING|| TO LEAVE
“-—11ABOUT Youl ABOUT IIME. THAT'S IT,
““| AND M5. | LEV‘(‘;’&NG ISN'T IT2
lvuz:.l_;us.RA]ﬁﬁ.j :
I :iu




you
DECIDED
TO
g MOVE
5 | HERE.
5 L WORK HARD.__ _
§ AND COME &
HOME -
i EXHALSTED g
TO AN EMPTY B
HOUSE.

AND WHEN T
CAN'T MAKE
IT UP HERE, T
GET A CALL
FROM YOUR
PARENTS/

i L1 SEPARATE,

W ME.

IT'S NOT

BUT

ABOUT
HER...

B M SICK 1§

OF US
LIVING
TWO

YOU HATE TELEPHONES
50 YOU DIDN'T GET
ONE, BUT YOU DIDN'T
EVEN THINK ABOUT
HOW YOLUI'D TALK TO

[THE DOCTOR SADYOL |
|CAN LEAD A NORMAL LIFE |
INOW. 50 IF YOLI DON'T

|COME BACK TO TOKYO, T |

———1 YEARS
HAVE PASSED T
MEAN;, IT LOOKS
LIKE YOLI NEVER
EVEN WANT TO

[CAN'T KEEP GOING LIKE 1| COME BACK.
I THIS SINCE You

{ ’ T PROMISED TO
L - F . Hcome

BACK?

HOW MANY] §

THAT'S |
o IT AT |

r

ALL! |

50 you
DON'T
LOVE ME
ANY-
MORE?Z




THAT'S NOT | =
TRLE. YOU | =i
JUST THINK
IMIN | 4
YOLIR WAY.

SICK-
NESS
15 §
PSYCHO-
LOGICAL.

KILL
MYSELF.



I DON'T
REMEMBER
MLICH AFTER
THAT.

UMM,
MATSLIO.

i
I

.I-F. | -
TO KILL | "
. T L
% ...AND AK\N!

WAS LYING
4 ...T WAS
DEAD IN HOLDING
FRONT OF A PAIR OF
BLOOD-

{ SOAKED
5CIS50R5

n — :::-\_:a.-_\_F-r ' -
,/}‘,-r N L
was N7/ 7 "I | | g

' 4 _.-';'“,-' ACCIDENT-~] " ot -
A o

AT H
- NG
: ..-.-__.-"' | -:;lj

AN




.l THERE'S
CHEATED NO
ON

DID T DO
ALL THAT
JUST TO

T WIPED MY
FINGER-
¥ T PRINTS

_ | 4 OFF THE

'l B 5C1550RS5.




THERE'S
NO MAN
ALIVE
MORE

3 DECEITFUL |
THAN ME. /

MY GOD, AFTER

I RAN AWAY
THE ROBBER
MLUST HAVE

44" J DIED BECAUSE |
% HE WENT INTO | .

THE
d  MOLINTAINS [
J| LINPREPARED.




/ ARE |
you

GOING
TO KILL
ME ]




I'|.

/yourLL |
COME
BACK
AGAIN,
WON'T
youz




Ty

B =0
- J | e

BE |
:i HERE. II

S ALWAYS|
# | b

T TRIED
TO
RUN AWAY
... BUT FROM THE
SHE HOLISE
CAUGHT THAT
"ME. RAINY
: NIGHT

I CAN NEVER
RLIN AWAY
FROM HER.



= HOME. IL
MORNING.

YOUR HANDS.

THAT'S

WALK.

OKAY.
™
RATHER

OH,
GooD

...ABOUT YOLIR

WIFE'S ONE YEAR

CEREMONY, T
THINK IT'D BE
BESTIFT
CLEARED OUT
S0ME THINGS
IN THE HOUSE

7=
*a.\
N

e IT'S THE

SAME AS IT WAS

WHEN SHE WAS

' ALIVE. AND IT'S

|BEST NOT TO LEAVE

| THE MEMORIES OF
A DECEASED PERSO




<=

T

| PLEASE LEAVE

|| THE HOUSE THE
L] | way IT 15. DON'T
MOVE A THING.

| OH DEAR.
YOU'RE AS

WHITE AS
A SHEET.
ARE You
#\. i OKAYZ2
-




Rk - "-’:5%:'?'.. STANDING :ﬁ
R | WITH HER %
(S BACK Wy

v AGAINST, b
| THE LA
i DEPTH OF: :!.': '|||‘|-‘..
SUMMER. /A8l

LY By
; ! ..=L"ﬁ,

-

'L;
o

I'VE JUST
LEFT AND
SHE'S ALREADY
WAITING FOR
MY RETURN.

Vi

o

gy
e






d

3 B

,-l\'"'q. -
(LRI

] ; - 5 ;
- |* q. i F . L
] » LF "- L e )\ i .
.l."d.-‘ .?- s . = : Y
. - - =
- L

7 g [ Bds g ad
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UNDER THE WARM
AFTERNOON SUN.

<=

T HAVEN'T

FELT ALIVE
LATELY.

I'M TIRED OF

WAITING FOR

MY LOVE TO
RETURN.




THAT MLIST BE
IT. I'M ONLY
DREAMING

YOU'RE NOT
HERE.

IT ALL SEEMS
UNREAL - LIKE
A DREAM.

EVERYDAY AT
WORK OR WITH
MY FRIENDS.



AND THEN T
REMEMBER

THIS 1S REALITY
AFTER ALL.

T'LL BE

.'-I -\-I'
t% * ~ BACK
I rﬁfh S00N.
|




I'D RATHER DIE
THAN SPEND THE
REST OF THE
NIGHT LIKE THIS.




HAVE LEFT — "

THE PATIO " =
» :'_}f




THIS CAT
NEVER
...ONLY COMES
AT NIGHT. IN THE

MORNING

7 \
/ YOURE %
) A .
MYSTERY. |



<=

A\ 2
WHENEVER T FEEL HJ—:ARTSICK THEY

ENOLIGH TO CRY, THIS CAT APPE.fA_l_R_ﬁ_._:I By

= ALLOW
| | PETSIN
| L THIS

. | BLILDING.

S50METHING
THIS WARM . %
CANT BE A — /8
FIGMENT [ g
OF MY
IMAGINA-
TION.

...THAT MOVES QUIETLY IN THE DARKNESS.

HE'S A GRACEFLL SHADOW

HIS EYES ARE LIKE NIGHT.




..MEMORIES
FLOOD INTO ME.

1 cATs, |
NO |
MATTER ./
] HOW !
| _scRuFry
2\ THEY wery

LE_

THE DAY HE
PROMISED
TO COME
HOME HAS

LONG SINCE

PASSED.

SEE

|.___'_.
WENT [
OFF TOA —
WARTORN |
COUNTRY.| >

ot ':f':-‘""f{"?‘f et f.:i'.":f":: s i HE'S A [t
SRR e 25— = T ] JOUR- . Ei:f”i:'
JTHITTT A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT WORLD, . o] NALIST | o
550 i FROM MINE THE BATTLEFIELD. - i , 2000 S el

................

e Lot b T {

J’ry-rﬁnﬁ‘\&i'y G WHERE DON'T IT'LL BE

= ] . /;h jﬁ T'M GOING WORRY.  DANGEROLS
AL 15 SAFE. _ THERE.../

“are= =  BESIDES,
- I DON'T
J ! THINK THIS
— / WAR WILL
LAST TOO

#_,A\ LONG. i:_ \ J'




BUT T'LL
BE S5AD
HERE BY
MYSELF.

THEN T'LL
SEND MY
LOVE TO You.

50 PLEASE
ACCEPT IT.

NO MATTER HOW
FAR T GO... NO
MATTER HOW
LONG T'M AWAY




A DREAM...Z2

WAST ..
ASLEEPZ




T'LL SEND

..MY LOVE...

M5. IZUMI,
TELEPHONE.




=

..WE STILL ‘i
DON'T KNow HY
THE WHERE- [
ABOLITS OF

MY BROTHER

HELLO, |
SORRY TO |
KEEP You
WAITING. /3

e

al

L4 —1 THE WAR
| 715 GETTING
W WORSE AND
I1 THE SEARCH
il ISN'T GOING

= CHANCES

E/OF HIM BEIN-|
&= |GALIVE... ARE
| ALMOST.__*
INIL. )




{GLY SENT

| [ves,ue | MY BROTHER |
, SENT ME A ,,s - VISITED A
| |posT- FRIEND IN
| CARD. | ITALY BEFORE
ATHIS _ ' HE STARTED
/ITALIAN o

=i

~4 ASSIGNMENT.

I."l. "".I
III II
L)
/ THOLIGHT]

| youn
LIKE TO

A T

L HAE 7 ZJ/"

TS o M8 A FEW ROLES |47
AMONG .--I. r"'-:. ". Fl __: OF FILM WITH | I -"'-'-a-.:'-'_'.'_\-.

~.¢,.:,' PICTURES OF i/
=1 FRIENDS AND |,- A
SITES...

PLAN TO |
| Keep
| WAITING. |

PLEASE

KNOW
EXACTLY
WHAT

UNDERSTAND
THAT UNTIL T

HAPPENED

| BUTTITHANK T DONT |
| IT5BESTIFYou | KNOW
| TRY TO FORGET HOW |
| ABOUT MY BROTH- | TO 5AY
| ER'S PROMISE. MY | THIS...
| MOTHER AGREES
p
0»

&

&




\ w.h N
- WY 7
y LAY
——4 s
o NS
'y ny )
\\.:.-* )
72

50 THAT'S
WHAT
HAPPENED.

-"-.

THROLIGH THE
DARKNESS...




THE }
NIGHT
ISN'T 50 gk
LONELY
AFTER &
ALL.

Qi

END OF THE VIGIL




WHAT HAPPENED
TO MEZ







T By,
Q} r“&JH“‘*DﬁF‘-’




e

.
H b - .

" "’;"'-'“';’f.'#.!- b
._ L} ¥ e




HAS SHE
REGAINED
CONSCIoU-
S5NESS?




MRS.
TACHIBANA

TLL GET
THE
DOCTOR

RS - — ]
| WHAT
| AMI

DOING |

HERE..Z | _§

 TDON'T |t

WHEN e L i&‘-.
T S -
OPENED| A .
MY
EVES...

I
COULDN'T
REMEMBER
A THING.




| You FELL | . |
| OFF THE | e i} ICANT |
CLIFE '| \ i REMEMBER...
BEHIND | '
| YOUR |
| HOUSE, /
(OR E“J'
| RATHER |
| SOME-
ONE
| PLUSHED
| YOLL.

o

- | V@S oN ToP oF

- 1) S THIS SAME
CLIFF, WE
FOLIND A
DEAD MAN.

§ L oy —tsf W'L (S6TABBED, D-
P et T S [ THE MAN WAS i 'rBUT UL D-
- e TAKASHI KOMIYA, [% | HAVEN'T DEADZ

THE EXECUTIVE | '@%‘iﬁgg HE fig s
DIRECTOR OF & v
YOLR FAMILY'S 15

COMPANY. =l




/ ONE OF YOUR
STAFF SAW A
g T 5TRANGE MAN !
RUNNING FROM
INSPE THE GARDEN. CAN
! CTOR. YOU REMEMBER
f ANYTHINGZ

——
WELL, MY % %[ LEMME ASK “ [ T THINK
WIFE'S FAMI-| '“‘-._ —+YOLI, THEN. WHY | SHED
Ly BuslNEss ...i{. DID KOMIYA | BETTER
JUsT-  Lon L HAVE TO MEET , | REST NOW
b ; WITH YOLR

WIFE THAT

TACHIBANA
CORPOR-
ATION,

RIGHT?Z

fQ‘ Y5}/ AND KOMIYA WAS
\ FM PROBABLY THE

pr ' BUSIEST OF ALL
¢ /| OF Us. HE WS

4| PLANNING A
MAJOR BRIEFING. _

i
'THE PRESIDENT, ?
4 "~, MY WIFE'S xf
FATHER, |

[

i“MM-| JUST PASSED

L Away
L

[ —
I'rWELL, CALL e
ME IF YOUR =1 /7D BET THERE

WIFE WAS PLENTY

|Rmy5_m‘|3£gs ' 7 || oF DisseNT

- | OVER THAT

"-.k ¥ MERGER...

_"_“*«_-_. i .” o ---""ﬂ/




'r.‘b-l

o T CAN'T
il &8 SEEM
. $3]TO RECOLLECT
ST ANYTHING. -
LG THETOLD ME MY
il NAME'S FLYLIKO %
S TACHIBANA...

Lty

s T
il

ME 15 MY siifas - - HE
24 HUSBAND, (oo oo [ o
== MASAYUKI. Fooins

YOU'RE
BACK
FROM THE 1A
HOSPITAL. [




| | FATI-lER
RE_AEL\/ LOVED!

CAMELLIAS, |||

50 THE
GARDEN'S [
FULL OF .*'—"~=

"

; MV LATE ,.,
GRAND- [#&
FATHER
LIVED IN

e THIS
."u HOLISE.
TS
& OLD,

BUT

& Yol




= NO..LM..T MY MOTHER'S REALLY
B8 THINK MY - | CONCERNED. SHE WANTS
&) MEMORY WILL | You TO STAY WITH HER. BOTH

S COME BACK YOUR PARENTS HAVE PASSED
FASTER IF T {14 AWAY AND YOU DON'T HAVE
N, STAY ANY BROTHERS
OR SISTERS

50 [HERE
PLEAS%

ooe .III-. ——
T g
THEY TOLD |
S ME WE'VE
# ONLY BEEN
MARRIED

TWO
MONTHS.

HE SEEMS
VERY KIND.

FUYUKO, THI5 || I'MSURE
115 CHIYO. SHE'S MRS.

"4 BEEN WITH TACHIBANA .

L YOUR =1 % TIRED.I T CANT
' S| TN TS REMEMBER |
- FAMILY ¢ A THING |

BEST IF SHE ABOLIT HIM, BUT

WHEN T 5AW HIM IN |

| RESTED. 4
ﬁ THE HOSPITAL, MY |
HEART SKIPPED |
A BEAT,
50 THIS
15 THE

4+ PERSON




SEE |/
you |/
LATER.| '

[HER MEMORY|

MAYBE You
couLb JoG

BY TELLING
HER ABOUT
HER
CHILDHOOD.

WHAT A
TERRIBLE
THING TO

HAPPEN.

5
% T

Irg—LIPT FOR

THE GOOD
OF THE
COMPANY
you
MARRIED...

N

YOUVE |
LOOKED 50
WORN OLT

SINCE YOLIVE
BEEN WITH

HIM, MS.

FLYLIKO!

you
DON'T

I KNEW THIS
MARRIAGE



I'D LIKE
| TO MEET
WITH You-
TVE GOT
A FAVOR

o
MAN
you
DIDN'T

I |
15 THAT
You IDAZ
IT'S ME,
MASAYLIKI

-

]f IF ONLY
SHE COULD
-REMEMBER
S0ME-
[‘ THING ..

" T WAS SORRY /4 A1/ o7
TO HEAR ABOUT |,
YOUR WIFE. THEY 7k
STILL HAVEN'T [/
CALGHT THE
| CULPRIT,
| HAVE THEYZ




<=

KOMIVA, OLIR EXEC- M_._r:_:""‘“ — . {/BUT THANKS
LTIVE DIRECTOR, | = e TO HER LACK
WAS MURDERED, | ” D ORAER LK
AND FF SOMEONE IN W7 - g LINSLICCESSFLIL
THE COMPANY WAS |8 ; M7 "\ PI AGENCY LIKE
INVOLVED T CAN'T | j MINE GOT
RELY ON THE SOME
POLICE 4 WORK.

A T _,-P"f

ol  MASAYLIKI,
¥ You TOOK

50 you | . |
MARRIED | OVER YOUR *._
HER | WIFE'S FAMILY'S
BECALISE! BLISINESS,
: | RIGHT?Z
A PRETTV | i IT 15 A WELL- ... TOMISHIMA
THIN ; b | |EsTABLISHED | 1S A WELL-
EXCLISE _ OFFERED NAME, BUT ESTABLISHED
FOR § .7 THIS THEY AND
. S MARRIAGE. WEREN'T RESPECTED
TRADE NAME.
T ey MAGNATES 't |
T HEY, WE! |OR ANYTHING. /T
ﬁ_. ) WERENT| P e
| FORCED | :
| T |
BESIDES, |
| SE " MARRY/
MERGER | s
WAS
MUTLALLY | B,
e BENEFICAL. [ | aavion
DON'T GET J AFTER
MAD AT ME § HER
ST = FATHER
BECAUSE [— PASSED
YOLUR y AWAY,
-4 DARLING THEIR
2 wre P2 "
#7 & DOESN'T ‘4 E
REMEMBER | 7. — J& 4§
you . .
-



& EVERYONE
i LIKES THE

| IDEA OF THE

e g |||'l: I..
\A\ ry
W

e

.

- T 1 aso|] —d
EXCUSE| HELPED ('l;RE%ED
ME, RAISE
MA'AM. | YOLR
TIME FOR | MOTHER,|} | JUST LIKE
YOuUR | You

MEDICINE.; KNOW.

—

YOLIR MOTER.

ﬁ!; '...ﬂ- 1 o] '1
ROt
R iy

s
al

|_.
LI

[Tt
ha‘
ot

i

oy

o

ro]

i

ii{ SLIPPERS

=3
"
=

g

2

¢

W..

.
'i-""‘.

o5

'L:-;.
L
ot

L

ol

IL.P

4

[
&

=
i

-

#al LOOK AT J
fli YOLIRSELF;

B

7

g

=

I




MEDICATION FOR <=
FUYUKO TACHIBANA

i o
| L
1

p ]
‘ExCUsE ME, |
| CHIVO. YOLIRE |
NEEDED N |
THE KITCHEN,

-~ —_
|
|
|

| COMING. |

DON'T You
WORRY.
CHIYO WILL
RESCLE You
FROM THIS
HOUSEHOLD.

= ot I' Ih
DD TREALY Y o
NOT LOVE T ¥ A 15 IT TRUEZ REMEM i
THATMANZ | 1 [ 15 MY MARRIAGE |[3ta &

A B

REALLY LIKE ;
THING

CHIYO 5AYS5Z




.......

I'M FRIGHTENED

WHYZ

NO. IT'S
THE COLOR.






<=

T you

| DON'T
T LooK
LIKE A
PERSON
RIGHT

I'M SORRY.
I DIDN'T
REALIZE You
WERE BACK.

‘4

T

-
Eﬁ IF SOME

1 ASKED M
-] 5AY MY WIFE
LOOKS LIKE A
SPIRIT OF THE
CAMELLIAS.

.ﬂ

k-

i YOLIR MEMORY.
{ |THE IMPOR-
B5 | TANT THING 15

RUSH |}
THINGS. |

=




—r

SLICH A
GENTLE
PERSON.

AND WHAT
ABOUT ME?

I WONDER IF

HE'LL STAY THIS
KIND AFTER MY
MEMORY RETURNS...




WHAT WILL T BE LIKEZ

||[ESPECIALLY

A
OF HIM _— = HE'
AND I. —=

h"-\- s

I REALLY ...

HERE'S
S50ME
WEDDING
PICTURES

501 T MARRIED
MUST HIM BECALISE
HAVE... T WANTED TO/

BUT EVER
S5INCE MY
ACCIDENT
WE'VE SLEPT
IN SEPARATE

ROOMS. 5N







YOLIR :
PARENTS' [

TACHIBANA FAMILY
HAS BEEN TRYING

i THAT'S

| WHAT TO STEAL YOUR
%%%\QE FATHER'S BUSINESS

| FATHER FOR MANY YEARS.

| TOHIS

\ GRAVE...
M

LET THAT
MAN
DECEIVE




B VOSHIE, GOT 5ICK
i RIGHT AFTER

| FAMILY TO |§
| THE VERY |f YOUR FATHER
¥ PASSED

Il.|L END. _,.,-/'"I

FOLLOWED You — ._: : z

WITHOUT
i
)

QUESTION. .
E w ¢

4 SHE
RESENTED
. THAT

L NaiINce Yo
CAME HERE FOR |
REVENGE, I |

' At
bt

1

B

= e
e
i

WHO WAS HE...Z2




| IDONT
HINDERSTA

i

................

e LT L LT 1

S mmpm

I
I CANT
REMEMBER
ANYTHING




THEY SAID

SOMEONE
WANTED TO
SEE ME BUT
IT'S ONLY You.

HE'S NOT 3
ONE OF MY
EMPLOYEES

HE'S GOT

| A D.
=

WENT TO
YOUR HOUSE

TODAY, HE [#id) |

WAS

HANGING

AROLIND
OLITSIDE.




LIKE
|. WINTER. |
g

,-’/F_l;_rELIf;r IIi FFL_ L '_'.:.:;:’;'.5_.

SHE TOOK L.

NO!/ SHE'S | SHOULD A TURN
SLEEPING | CHECK ON i@%ﬁggﬁ
NOW. ; g---llHER LATER, |lsue's N

r l' w |

o =
AN

e




THE SOLIND
OF THE

..WILL KILL
ALL THE A STRONG
FLOWERS. WIND LIKE
, THIS...

H\\'\-_

THEV'LL ALL... - _
FALL.



THE
FLOWERS...

..WILL
COVER
THE
GROLIND.




T
N i THOLIGHT
L‘ﬁﬂ OF THE

FLOWERS

FALLING... AND...

| STOP THINKING
ABOLIT

WHAT'RE

! \\ YOU DOINGZ2

= GET INSIDE/

——




| DON'T
| EVEN Eﬁ-
m‘:. i '\—I KNOWI __,..

I

SOUND
OF THE
WIND

CONFLISED Ji
you.

DON'T
Bl WORRY,
o ITLL
HELP
you
{ CALM




THE PANIC [

I FELT...

...15 GONE
NOW.

.". .. \"-
you'LL
| BE |
'ASLEEP

/| 500N. |

DID You...
MARRY ME ||
BECALSE... |
you LOVED




O RIGHT |
-r-.. | NOW‘"

g

B YOU'RE
| E BETTER

_.""_

TO YOUR|
OUT OFr_
LINE |
“ERE :




! TOJUST!

BEYOUR
z’ FLOWER
SPIRIT, | :







n! YES, | | FEELING

' you | FINE. I DON'T

| DO. | | NEED... )
| & | R

— ™

YOU STILL |
HAVEN'T
TAKEN

YOLR

MEDICINE

el | |

THIS

MORNING.

PLEASE |
5TOP |
CALLING '




~-_INo
MATTER WHAT
HAPPENED
BEFORE, THIS
15 HOW T EEE
NOW.

HOW MANY
TIMES DO I
HAVE TO TELL
you TILL you
UNDERSTAND?Z

IT'M MARRYING
HIM BECAUSE
I LOVE HIM.

U T NEVER

S sHOULD
W HAVE

BROUGHT

You TO

¢ ~  THIS HOUSE.

UNDER-
STAND.

I'™M

| TLL DO | LAST & o
Ve l TIME TO 0
| 5ay, Ms. I| frivale &
| FYLIKO. S

Foiad T KNow vou
TRY TO—F =4 CAN'T FORGET

! gypLone.

ASKING . . 1
L / YOUONE /]

THAT <

[ 50...ALTHOUGH

=] WHAT
HAPPENED, 4

i

PN
‘rr_l.-:,....




I THOUGHT ID

GO OUT BUT
MAYBE T'LL JUST
STAY IN
—  INSTEAD...

p—

I FEEL
KIND OF

ouT OF
SORTS.

._J

L
4
¥

OH... SHE
MUSTVE
GONE
SHOPPING.




i SOME LESS
, TRADITIONAL
CLOTHES




THE ONE
you USED
TO KILL
MR.
KOMIVA...

ISN'T
THAT |
M5, |

FLYUKO'S|
SHORT |

SWORDZ|




SEPARATE

CHARGE.

dyou COME. {4 N
2 )= =y

TOLD You TO
ICALL BEFORE |

i | IRAN [5IR, PLEASE i
T INTO HER|| [TELL THIS 1
NEAR THE IMaNTO  \EH
HOSPITAL ILETGO




SWEL T AR ™,
8 I THOUGH]|THE ' WIEl(,:,'AQS
j T HAD RUNJ | MEDICINE'S % | SHOPPING T |
V%us-‘rré]:g: y ALMOST N = HAPPENED
GONE. i A TO PASS BY |
. | THe
\-“!e,;-'_:.:, ; }__':'__9_?_5}],'_5‘;;;_ A .
L s
P
HOSPITAL - 'i':"", F-:-’
SAID THEY ¥, TLL
e e
ot (N G etk Torek
ANY ! \‘-‘_‘___J-‘ %SOME UP 1 LuP MRs.
MEDICINE - 4 ).K)MOR- TACHIBANA'S |-
snxncs SHE |7 <A ||/ .4 ROW. § MEDICINE. -
WAS -. '
DISCHARGED. } / vyl 7
s A

I THAT SEEMED
STRANGE - CHIYO
| SAID SHE'S BEEN |
| GETTING THE |
| MEDICINE FROM
| THAT HOSPITAL /

I WASN'T SURE IF T
SHOULD TELL you
BUT, NOW THAT T
THINK ABOLIT IT, MR5.

I --.\"! WHAT DID
BUT SHE'S || T TELL YoUZ

BEEN WITH| THAT OLD
FLYLKO | BATS UP TO

THOLGHT 4
I _ OFTHE
DON'T FLoweRrs

| 50ME- TACHIBANA ALWAYS
FORYEARS| Tynes || EVEN FALLING..% LOOKS 50 LIFELESS
\ KNOW - AFTER SHE TAKES
THAT

MEDICINE







r.“_’"r |I
| 5TOP IT. |
| T..DON' |

MR

| KOMIVA \
'HAD TO
| DEE.

: HE *“*,
.4; B BETRAYED

— "4 YOLR FATHER |
T = 1T5 5 1% BY MERGING |
/FALLT YOLR 1 YOU WITH THE

==

| FATHER GOT 5ICK |1|-|7E . gm‘,‘my’* ===
| .. HE'S THEONE | « \

| TO BLAME. .' oy



THAT'SW
WHY you

HAD TO ['
/o3

DO IT.
{CAME |

/N Ve BEI—IINDll g
[ wiTH | _'S,'A“?{BNE;'-*E |
| THIS ||~ -

\SWORD/ |

|1

THE [
CAMELLIA 5.

HELP ME/
MY HEAD
HURTS.

THE RED
FLOWERS...
THEY

WERE ALL.. ~



WASN'T
ME

My |
INEPHEW'S|
| AVERY |
| HELPFLL |

| BOY. HE |
‘GETS ME ALL
| 50RT5S OF |
LsEFLL |
| THINGS.

Y-
\FLYLIKO.

..BLOODY ...



e | WELL
1 Use
TOTHIS
TO KILL
THAT
MAN.

HELP YOU.
IT'LL ALL BE
OVER SO00N.




" DON'T
PANIC. |

|IT'S A BIG|

HOLISE. |

\

|




J s HEH, /
HEH. WHAT
PERFECT

YOU'LL
FEEL
BETTER IF
i Yol DO

4 My
THAT'S ‘|| WHAT | HURTS.
JusT | . TM..
saueeze| || >V T
YOUR | =
FINGER |
|

5 I /
VERY |

SIMPLE/| MY HEAD | |

M5,
YOSHIE/










= e
o BEFORE
' OMEONE

COMES
~—___ |GIVE ME
THE GUN

& FUYUKO!/

DARLING.







i\ /

: I DONT
. 1 THINK
THE...| | 50,

z | GRANNY.

GO. LET
GO DAMN

o™

|TLL/
| w— KILL
HIM. ILL
KILL HIM.

]

e o, -

o -

o

P F 1 e
i

i




FUYUKO

ARE
you...
2

i

& 4

' DARLING|




KILLED HIM, M5.
FUYUKO WOULD
CHANGE BACK
TO THE WAY
SHE USED

TO BE.

| SHE'S NOT
WOLILDN'T B b g THE GIRL
LISTEN TO SR T HELPED
ANYTHING e RAISE. SHE
I 5AID /vl CHANGED.
ANYMORE. i
| BUT MS. | CHIVO, T KNOW
s FLYLIKO! - YOLI'RE VERY
LOYAL TO MY
MOTHER, BUT
WHAT SHE SAYS
ISN'T TRLE.

DON'T TAKE ) ' HER
WHAT SHE ) = Wl sicKNESS
5AYS TOO < 2l wasmADE
. SERIOUSLY, N ) HER
/" AFTER ik
/ SHE SAID | A\
N

|THAT ABOUT
\ MS.



<

CHIO, WERE |\ | 0%
BENG ' yosue l RN
WHY DO ; FORCED  |5iFFERED | |
WE HAVE Ly TO LEAVE | TERRIBLY.
T0 DO P THIS HOUSE |
THI5Z Vids N [~
T —— — " T ) = ' e i) 5
; # .  THE TOMISHI- L
IT'S SLUICH MAS HAVE A -
A SHAME. LONG
TRADITION
HERE. ALL
7y '\ —._ THIS MUST

—

...THAT NOUVEAU
RICHE TACHIBANA
FAMLLY.

THAT'S IT. WE
MUST HAVE /
BEEN TRICKED BY ...

DID you
KILL HIMZ
DID Youz




<=

'YOU'RE SEND |

~,
ING HATE MAIL T COULDN'T 5AY
AND MAKING |.“ | DO I T |N FRONT OF
CRANK CALLS |~ you FUYUKO, BUT T
TO THE - “IMEAN ,
T M KNOW YOLI'RE LIP
{ COMPANY. YOLI'RE TO SOMETHING.
) THE ONE i
5PREADING e o - C
THE RUMOR |
THAT -
TOMISHIMA L

T
OVER BY {

TACHIBANA. 1' =

Fs
| bl
WAS TAKEN

o i

AT

FUYUKO, HE
ALLED ME

("~ [EVERY [TuI5
/~ THINGS| 15 ALL

| BEEN YOUR
[ ARRANGED | FALLT.
{FOR YoU TO

J'H i THE
L. TACHIBANAS

| DEAL ON THI5
%/ MERGER.

LIE. ALL
LIES.
- | TRAITOR/

iy

1 GAVE U5 A GOOD| §




IT5
YOLIR
FAULT

..THAT POOR
M5S. YOSHIE
DIED/

AL CHIYO, HAS )

~ 1 MR. KOMIYA
| LEFT YETZ

Bk
{ HE )
| FORGOT

e e



TO KILL M5.
FUYUKO WHEN

= e

| ..5H F'ELI:I!.

| FROM THE
| CLIFE SHE
/LIVED BUT LOST

I.' HER MEMORY, 50 T |
DIDN'T NEED TO__
|KILL HER;

1 |

THERE'S NO
QLUEESTION
GOD WAS
GIVING HER
A CHANCE
TO CORRECT
WHAT SHE'D




THE GLIN AND
DRUGS FOR MY
ALINT. SHE GAVE
ME PLENTY OF
MONEY.

YEAH,
THAT'S

SHE SAID
THE DRUGS
WERE CUR-

TOMISHIMA L

FAMILY HAD-

N'T FALLEN

ON HARD ;’ -

TIMES, SHE

wouonT  / H/

HAVE . -%‘ IDEA SHE

TURNED | o .| WAS

OUT LIKE! i THAT

THI5. '?J__ _ DAN-
o GEROLIS.

o VoL T, I; | _r # JL__'_hL,I_H“ITHEy
/_\ ou, LT T feay sHES
BUT. | N PROBABLY GOT
. ju'l 5ERIOUS 1 50ME KIND OF
DANGER. . /MENTAL
N  DISORDER
L F THE




ry = p——— e
BY THE {WELL, T GLESS
WAY, 14 IT'S TOO BAD
. HOWS H | 50ME PEOPLE
Nl FLIYLIKOZ § CHANGE WITH
' . | THE TIMES.
METER e SHE'S STILL
NOT QUITE
COME BETTER. SHE'S IF" Wf"*
BACK, BEING TAKEN ;:"
HASN'T CARE OF AT MY} == ™

FAMILY'S
HOUISE.

IT#2

o

L]

V9

/‘s

_,:'L-"’

...
/MOTHER'S
'BEING LOLISY. |
|SHE WON'T |
LET ME SEE |
| HER. [~

|

III . |

LY

N,

{

...50
I
WOULLD |
SEEM

2l

OH,
SAVE IT.

o SHE TOLD
ME T
HAVE TO
GET
| BETTER

IRST.

/7 youn i
BETTER
HURRY LP |
AND HEAL [}
BEFORE
SHE |
FORGETS
you
AGAIN.

N




FLIYUKO,
COLLD You
CUT ME 50ME
FLOWERS
FROM THE ||;
GARDENZ !]

. '.‘:'|’ TobAY's ||l THE
i% - ¥~ CAMELLIAS
R BY THE

| PERFECTIH FOLINTAIN

| ARE JUST

— _IM NOT
5CARED.-....__
--‘-"--..

...OF RED FLOWERS
ANYMORE




FLYUKO.




TS

IN THE MIDDLE !
OF THE

x

o L
S

END OF THE BLOOD RED SHADOW. . i v
S el A AR St e e L ﬁf‘ﬂﬂﬁi:—&":—‘-ﬂr
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