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g r a p h i c  u n i v e r s e tm • m i n n e a p o l i s



THE GODS AND GODDESSES PORTRAYED IN AMATERASU:
RETURN OF THE SUN BELONG TO SHINTO, JAPAN’S NATIVE

RELIGION. SHINTO DOES NOT HAVE SCRIPTURES OR HOLY

BOOKS, BUT IT IS EXPRESSED IN ITS ANCIENT TRADITIONS, ITS
MYTHOLOGY, AND ITS FOLK BELIEFS. THROUGHOUT JAPAN,
SHINTO SHRINES SERVE AS HOMES TO THE SPIRITS OF GODS

AND GODDESSES. THE SHRINES ARE REGULARLY VISITED BY

MILLIONS OF JAPANESE PEOPLE. ONE OF JAPAN’S MOST

SACRED SHRINES IS THE INNER SHRINE AT ISE JINGU IN

CENTRAL HONSHU. THE INNER SHRINE IS DEDICATED TO

AMATERASU, THE SHINTO GODDESS OF THE SUN. THE

SHRINE HOUSES THREE ITEMS ASSOCIATED WITH

AMATERASU’S STORY—A MIRROR, JEWELS, AND A SWORD. 
IN ADDITION TO BRINGING LIGHT AND WARMTH TO

EARTH, AS SHOWN IN THIS STORY, AMATERASU TAUGHT

THE JAPANESE PEOPLE TO GROW RICE AND WHEAT, TO
CULTIVATE SILKWORMS, AND TO WEAVE CLOTH ON LOOMS.
FOR HUNDREDS OF YEARS, THE JAPANESE ROYAL FAMILY

TRACED ITS BEGINNINGS TO AMATERASU. TO THIS DAY, SHE

IS HONORED IN FESTIVALS AND STREET PROCESSIONS

THROUGHOUT JAPAN EVERY JULY 17 AND DECEMBER 21.

story by paul d. storrie

pencils and inks by ron randall

coloring by hi-fi design

lettering by bill hauser

consultant: yuiko kimura, 
minneapolis institute of arts

Thanks to Motoko Oshino and the staff at the Japan
Foreign-Rights Centre in Tokyo for invaluable help with
the pronunciation key.
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glossary and pronunciation guide
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ama-no-uzume (ah-mah-no-oo-zoo-
meh): the goddess of joy and
happiness in the Japanese
religion of Shinto

amaterasu (ah-mah-teh-rah-soo): the
Shinto goddess of the sun.
Amaterasu is also revered as the
inventor of wheat and rice
cultivation, silk production, and
loom weaving. In Japan, street
processions and festivities in her
honor are held each July 17.
December 21 (the winter solstice)
is also sacred. It marks the day
she emerged from the cave and
the sun returned.

ameno tajikarawo: (ah-meh-no tah-
jih-kah-rah-woh): the Shinto god
of strength

fields of heaven: paradise, the home
of the gods high above the earth

ishikori-dome (ee-shee-kor-ee 
doo-mee): a Shinto smith
(someone who forges metal
objects) goddess. She is credited
with creating the mirror used to
lure Amaterasu from her cave.

izanagi (ee-zah-nah-gee): the Shinto
sky god who created the world
with his wife, Izanami

izanami (ee-zah-nah-mee): the Shinto
earth goddess who created the
world with her husband, Izanagi

kami (kah-mee): divine spirits. Kami
can take the form of gods and
goddesses, and they are also
found throughout nature.

omohi-kane (oh-moh-jih-kah-neh): a
Shinto god of wisdom

shikome (shih-koh-meh): foul women
who inhabit Yomi

shinto: the native religion of Japan.
Shinto means “the way of the
gods.” Shinto includes many gods
and spirits, prayer and
traditional ceremonies, and
special foods. 

susano (soo-sah-noh): the Shinto god
of the seas and of storms

tsukiyomi (too-kee-yoh-mee): the
Shinto god of the moon

yomi (yoh-mee): the land of the dead

original pencil sketch from page 27



further reading and websites

Behnke, Alison. Japan in Pictures. Minneapolis: Twenty-First Century Books,
2003. This book features maps and full-color photographs illustrating Japanese
geography, history, and culture.

Japanese-Myths.com.
http://www.japanese-myths.com/index.htm. This site features information on
Japan’s gods and goddesses, heroes, and monsters.

Jingu. 
http://www.isejingu.or.jp/english/index.htm. This website explains Amaterasu’s
Shinto shrine, Ise Jingu. “Manga: Ise Jingu” is an illustrated section for kids
on activities at the shrine, the tale of Amaterasu’s mirror, and more stories
about the goddess.

McAlpine, Helen, and William McAlpine. Tales from Japan. Oxford, UK:
Oxford University Press, 2002. Originally published in 1958, the McAlpines’
classic book retells Japanese myths and folktales. 

“Religion and Ethics: Shinto.” BBC.co.uk.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/shinto/. The British Broadcasting
Corporation’s website looks at the basic beliefs and traditions of Shinto, the
native religion of Japan. 

Richardson, Hazel. Life in Ancient Japan. New York: Crabtree Publishing
Company, 2005. Richardson details the events and cultural influences that
shaped early Japan. Topics include the beginning of rice cultivation, the
development of towns and trade, and the rise of religions, including Shinto.
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creating amaterasu: return of the sun
As with many myths and legends, some details about Amaterasu’s tale vary. In
creating this story, author Paul Storrie relied on Realm of the Rising Sun:
Japanese Myth (edited by Tony Allan et al.), the Encyclopedia of Eastern Myth,
and other sources on Asian mythology. Artist Ron Randall used details from
Japanese art, costume museums, and traditional architecture to shape the story’s
visual details—from Amaterasu’s gown to the mirror used to lure her out of the
cave. Yuiko Kimura of the Minneapolis Institute of Arts used her knowledge of
Japanese culture and art to ensure content and visual accuracy. 



Ama-no-Uzume: plan to lure Amaterasu
from cave, 36–41

Amaterasu: as ancestor of Japanese
emperors, 45; birth of, 13–14; contest
with Susano, 19–22; emerging from
cave, 42–43; going into hiding, 6–7, 27

Ameno Tajikarawo, 29, 30, 31, 34, 43

Ishikori-dome, 31, 33
Izanagi: creation of children, 13–14;

creation of Japan, 8–10, journey to
Yomi, 10–12; quarrel with Susano,
16–17

Izanami: creation of Japan, 8–10; death
of, 10

Kami, 10, 20

Omohi-kane: plan to lure Amaterasu
from cave, 28–36 

sakaki tree, 32
shikome, 12
Susano: birth of, 13–14; contest with

Amaterasu, 19–22; quarrel with
Izanagi, 15, 16–17; trial of, 43, 44–45

Tamahoya, 31, 33
Tsukiyomi, 16, 17, 19, 29, 33; birth of,

13–14 

Yomi, 10, 11, 12, 16, 17

index
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about the author and the artist

paul d. storrie was born and raised in Detroit, Michigan. He has returned to
live there again and again after living in other cities and states. He began
writing professionally in 1987 and has written comics for Caliber Comics,
Moonstone Books, Marvel Comics, and DC Comics. Titles he has worked on
include Hercules, Robin Hood, Robyn of Sherwood (featuring stories about
Robin Hood’s daughter), Batman Beyond, Gotham Girls, Captain America:
Red, White and Blue, and Mutant X.

ron randall has drawn comics for every major comic publisher in the United
States, including Marvel, DC, Image, and Dark Horse. His work includes
Thor and Loki: In the Land of Giants, Justice League, and Spiderman. He
has created art for a wide range of genres, including science fiction (Star
Wars and Star Trek), fantasy-adventure (DragonLance and Warlord),
suspense and horror (SwampThing, Predator, and Venom), and his own title,
Trekker. He lives in Portland, Oregon.
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