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Chris? 

What? 

Chris. 

What. 

How long have 

you lived here? 



I don’t know. 

It’s been exactly 

three and a half 

months tonight. 

Yeah, I guess. 

A lot’s changed. 

I guess. What do 

you mean? 

Well, for one 

thing, you were 

only shooting 

dope once a day 

then. 

About, yeah. 

Sometimes twice. 

Yeah. Something 

like that. 

I mean you 

weren’t a full-

blown junkie like 
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you are now. 

Sorry. 

No, you’re right. 

That was stupid. 

What was? 

I should’ve never 

started doing this 

much. 

Because how 

much do you do 

now? 

A day? 

Yeah. 

Fuck. Three shots, 

I guess. 

Actually, it’s fi ve. 

No it isn’t. Oh 

wait, yeah, 

sometimes. 
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Thanks to me. 

What? 

I just mean I’m 

paying for it. 

Fuck, you’re going 

to pull that shit? 

That’s not what 

I’m saying. 

Fuck you. You’re 

the one that wanted 

to be my fucking 

uncle. 

I never said that. 

That’s your take. 

I hate it when you 

pull this shit. 

Calm down. 

Shut up. God. 
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You’re ruining 

your high. 

You’re ruining it, 

you fuck. Jesus. 

Calm down. I was 

just saying . . . 

What. 

That we’ve 

known each other 

for a while now. 

That we’ve been 

through a lot. 

Yeah. 

That’s all. 

Okay. 

And it’s been 

great to know 

you. 
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Yeah, well, that 

cuts both ways. 

What do you 

mean? 

I don’t want to get 

into it. 

Go ahead. 

Look, you help me 

out. You give me 

all this shit, but 

I’m fucked, aren’t 

I? I mean what the 

fuck do I do? 

You do what you 

want. 

I don’t know. 

Maybe you 

shouldn’t just give 

me shit. Maybe if 

you told me to fuck 

off, I’d stop doing 
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dope and . . . Fuck, I 

don’t know. 

Get a job? 

Who knows? 

That’s the fucking 

point. 

But it’s too late. 

What? 

It’s too late. This 

is what you are. 

It’s what you 

wanted. You said 

so. You wanted it 

to be easy. 

Yeah, when I was 

fucking . . . I’m 

only fucking 

nineteen. 

What would you 

do? 
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I don’t know. 

Look, you’ve got 

problems, deep 

problems. 

Oh, great. 

You went on anti-

depressants when 

you were . . . what, 

seven? You did 

nothing but get 

into trouble. You 

had no close 

friends, no 

money. You 

never wanted to 

do anything. You 

don’t speak to 

your parents. 

You don’t have a 

single friend left. 

Right? 

Yeah, yeah. 

Your whole life 
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you’ve either been 

suicidal or you’ve 

blown up and 

alienated 

everyone. 

Shit. 

What? 

Nothing. I’m just 

agreeing with you. 

But I understand 

you. You hate it, 

but I’m the only 

person who’s 

stuck it out with 

you. 

Whatever. 

And I haven’t 

asked you for 

anything. 

Yeah, but you ask 

for a lot. 
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Your company. 

You practically 

own me, you 

know? It’s fucked 

up. 

I don’t own you. 

Yeah, you fucking 

do. You and 

getting loaded are 

my whole fucking 

world now. You 

could throw me 

out, and I’d be 

fucked. 

But you know I 

wouldn’t. 

No, I don’t know 

that. It’s fucked 

up. You’re all 

generous and 

obsessed or 

whatever with me 

and shit, but you 
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have all the power. 

It’s like a fucking 

game. 

That’s the heroin 

talking. 

Yeah, but what 

have you gotten 

out of it? And 

don’t say I’m such 

a great guy, and 

it’s just great to be 

around me. 

It’s true. Well, I 

don’t know about 

great. Interesting 

for sure. 

Come on. I’m a 

fucking . . . I watch 

TV. I listen to 

music you hate. 

You’re 

surprisingly 

interesting— 
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Interesting? 

To me, you are. 

Jesus, I treat you 

like shit. 

I know you really 

well, okay? In 

some ways, much 

better than you 

know yourself. 

This is what I 

mean. 

What? 

I don’t know. That 

it’s confusing. 

Fuck. 

What’s 

confusing? 

What do you mean 

“what’s 

confusing”? 
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I mean what are 

you thinking? 

Nothing. 

Say it. 

Say what? 

What you’re 

thinking. 

What I’m 

thinking? I’m 

thinking I wish I 

was dead. I’m 

thinking what I 

always think. Who 

fucking cares? It’s 

boring. 

That’s interesting. 

I’m sure it is to 

you. 

Okay. 
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What, that’s not 

interesting to you? 

Obviously, it is. 

Okay, then. 

So . . . ? 

So . . . Fuck. 

What? 

Okay, I’m thinking 

maybe I should do 

something for you. 

I never do shit for 

you. 

Like what? 

What could I do 

for you that would 

be really great? 

What do you have 

in mind? 
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I don’t know. 

Do you want me 

to think of 

something? 

Yeah, if you want 

to. I don’t know. 

The only thing I 

can think of . . . but 

I don’t know if you 

still want it . . . 

What? 

You remember that 

time . . . Shit, that 

time we had that 

talk about . . . you 

know? 

We’ve had a lot of 

talks. 

You know what I 

mean. When I was 

here that fi rst 

night. I thought 
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you were . . . you 

know, that you 

were being nice to 

me because . . . 

Fuck, you know 

what I’m talking 

about. 

Because I wanted 

to fuck you. 

Yeah, but you said 

. . . shit, you know 

what you said. 

What did I say? 

Fuck you. 

What? 

You fucking 

remember what 

you said. I’m not 

going to say it. 

I remember. 
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Okay, so you said 

that it wasn’t just 

about you fucking 

me because you 

were into that other 

thing, but that, 

yeah, you thought I 

was good looking. 

I think what I 

said was that I 

would fuck you in 

a millisecond. 

Yeah. Well, I 

guess you sort of 

got over that. 

No, I didn’t. 

Yeah, right. 

I still think you’d 

be an amazing 

fuck. 

Right. 
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I do. 

What, are you 

fucking nuts? I’m 

sorry. 

There’s just 

something about 

you. It’s not just 

the looks, 

although there’s 

this tragedy to 

you, to what the 

drugs have done 

to your looks, 

that’s incredibly 

hot. You’ve gone 

from really cute 

to beautiful in this 

scary, profound 

way. But it’s not 

physical. It’s the 

whole thing. It’s 

the way you are, 

the way you 

move, the fucked- 

up shit, the 

boring stuff, what 
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a loser you are, 

the whole thing. 

It just gets to me. 

You turn me on 

even more than 

you used to, since 

you asked. 

Yeah, right. 

You’ll be nodding 

out, watching TV, 

whatever, and I’ll 

get hard just 

looking at you. 

Sometimes when 

you’re out of it, I 

bury my face in 

your crotch just 

to smell you. 

Yeah, well, I know 

that. 

Yeah, just 

to know what 

having you would 

be like. 
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Okay, that’s 

enough of that. 

That’s just one 

example. You 

don’t even want 

to know. 

Shit. If you’d said 

that a month ago, I 

would’ve fucking 

. . . 

What? 

I don’t know. 

That’s fucked up. 

You would have 

had sex with me, 

or . . . ? 

No. I don’t know. 

I don’t even 

remember . . . 

Remember . . . 
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I don’t know. You 

know, why? Why, 

you know . . . I 

don’t know. Fuck, 

I hate myself. 

I know. 

I’m so fucked up. 

I’m just a waste. I 

just drain the 

fucking world. I’m 

just a fucking pain 

in the ass. There’s 

just nothing about 

me that means any 

fucking thing. I 

hate that I’m 

fucking alive. 

I understand. 

I know you 

fucking do. 

Go ahead and 

cry. I don’t mind. 
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Fuck. I’m so 

fucking selfi sh, 

and I don’t even 

know what I want. 

I don’t understand 

myself. I never 

did. I don’t know 

why I do things or 

don’t do things, 

and then I don’t 

fucking do 

anything, and I’m 

such a fucking 

asshole. I really 

fucking hate 

myself. 

You shouldn’t, 

but you’ve never 

let anyone help 

you. 

I let you help me. 

Yeah, in your 

own weird way. 

I want you to help 
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me, okay? It’s just 

. . . I never 

understood why. I 

don’t understand 

anything. I’m 

afraid of you. I’m 

afraid of my 

fucking self, you 

know? 

I know. 

You know, a 

month ago . . . It’s 

just, I don’t know. 

What? 

I thought about it. 

About what? 

You know. Just 

sort of . . . you 

know. Fuck, you 

know what I mean. 

Sleeping with me. 
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Yeah, but . . . Fuck. 

Why are you doing 

this shit? You 

know what I mean. 

I want you to say 

it. 

Why? 

Because I need to 

know you really 

want it. I need to 

know that you’re 

sure. 

I’m sure. 

Then say it. 

Make it real. 

Fuck. I want . . . 

I’m just going to 

say it like this, 

because . . . I hate 

that you’re making 

me do this. Don’t 

fucking look at me. 
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I thought about 

what if . . . I wanted 

to be with God? 

Would that be like 

your big dream 

come true? 

Honestly? 

Yeah. 

If you mean if you 

were dead, yeah. 

If it were you, 

yeah. 

It makes a 

difference that it’s 

me. 

A huge difference. 

Why? 

Because I’d know 

who was dying so 

it would be heavy 

and tragic. You’d 
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be here, and then 

you wouldn’t. 

You’d just be 

something that 

looks like you. 

And then it would 

look less and less 

like you until you 

were just a 

corpse, a male 

corpse. 

Because I’d rot. 

I wouldn’t let you 

rot. I’d fuck you 

for a while and 

then burn you or 

dismember you or 

bury you. 

Wait. After I was 

dead? 

I honestly don’t know. 

You haven’t said 

anything about that 
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in a while. 

Really? 

Yeah, you used to 

say things. You 

used to make these 

weird jokes about 

it. 

I think it’s too 

real to be funny 

now. 

So you’re not 

going to kill me? 

I was, but . . . I 

don’t know. I 

haven’t done it, 

have I? So I 

honestly don’t 

know. I think I 

waited too long. 

Maybe I never 

really wanted to 

anyway. Maybe it 

was just an idea. 
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So you aren’t 

going to? 

Why, do you want 

me to? 

No. I don’t know. 

When I think about 

killing myself 

sometimes, I do. 

But maybe that’s 

because I can’t do 

it myself. All I 

have to do is shoot 

too much dope, but 

I just can’t. I’ve 

tried a  couple of 

times, obviously. 

I know. 

But you didn’t let 

me die. 

I didn’t want it to 

happen like that. 

I could have made myself 
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OD when you weren’t 

around, but I guess 

I was afraid to. 

Yeah, well, please 

don’t. 

I won’t. Wow, 

that’s kind of cool. 

What is? 

You saying please 

don’t. 

You know . . . 

honestly, you’re 

very sweet. It’s a 

shame. You 

really had 

possibilities. 

That’s cool. 

But I meant 

please don’t 

because I don’t 

want to have to 
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deal with it. I’d 

have to . . . deal 

with it, you 

know? I mean 

with your body 

and the guilt and 

all of that. 

Oh, right. That 

would be fucked 

up. 

But . . . I also don’t 

want you to die 

because I just 

don’t want you to, 

okay? 

Okay. 

I can’t believe I 

told you that. 

So you don’t want 

to be boyfriends? 

I don’t think you 
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even know what 

that means. 

I know what 

boyfriends means. 

I’m not a fucking 

idiot. I had gay 

friends and shit. I 

just think that way 

I could do 

something useful, 

and maybe you’d 

give me some 

money, and you’d 

maybe get off on 

that. 

That’s what you 

meant? 

Yeah, what did you 

think? 

I thought you 

meant boyfriends. 

Like normal in 

love boyfriends. 
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Yeah, well . . . yeah, 

I did. I just 

thought that’s how 

you wanted it. 

But aren’t you 

straight? I mean 

you’ve always 

made this big deal 

about how you’re 

straight. 

Fuck off. 

And . . . look, I’m 

sort of . . . I’m not 

sure if I . . . 

It’s okay. Forget 

it. 

No, listen. The 

boyfriend thing . . . 

I’ve never even 

considered it. 

Forget it. 
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No, I’m saying 

maybe that’s the 

answer. I’m just 

not sure. 

I don’t care. 

Yeah, you do. 

No, why would I? 

Oh, you mean 

you’re going to 

throw me out? 

What? 

You’re going to kick 

me out. 

Where the hell 

did that come 

from? 

You will. I 

fucking know it. I 

never should have 

said that. God, I 

hate you. 
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No, that’s the 

problem. I don’t 

want to throw you 

out. I know how 

horrible that 

would be for you. 

I’ve put you and 

me in this total 

mess. There’s no 

solution, and I 

don’t know what 

in the hell to do. 

Yeah, you do. You 

want me dead so 

you can do your 

sex thing and then 

feel sad that I’m 

dead or whatever. 

You just said that. 

Ideally, yeah. 

Realistically, no. 

Didn’t you say 

that? 

Basically. 
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Then I don’t 

understand. 

It’s not a realistic 

idea. 

But I’ve fucked 

everything up, and 

you never made it 

seem like I was so 

. . . Oh, forget it. 

Whatever. I really 

don’t care. 

Look, you’re 

straight. 

Fuck you. 

And you’re a 

junkie. You 

chose that. You 

don’t care about 

anything but 

doing dope. 

How do you 

fucking know? 
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What, I’m 

wrong? 

I . . . Fuck, man. 

What? 

You know what 

I’m going to say. 

No, I don’t. This 

is your problem. 

You don’t give me 

anything. You 

just assume I’m 

so interested in 

you that I know 

what you think. 

Fuck. You don’t 

love me. 

What? 

You don’t love me, 

right? You don’t 

fucking love me, 

right? That’s what 

you’re saying. 

38 ■■■■■ UGLY  MAN 



You’re not even 

gay. You’re such 

a junkie, you 

don’t even think 

about things like 

that. 

Fuck off. 

What? 

You know fucking 

what. Shit. 

I honestly don’t. 

Fuck you. You 

know I’m gay. 

You know I just 

can’t fucking deal 

with it. I hate that 

you do that. I just 

hate that you do 

that. 

Chris. 

What?! 
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I don’t think you 

know what you 

are. 

Yeah, I do. 

Then why haven’t 

you given me a 

sign? I would 

have fucked you 

in a second. You 

know that. You 

knew it would 

have been a 

disaster, but I 

would have done 

it in a second. 

You know why I 

didn’t. 

Because you 

aren’t really gay 

and when you 

thought about the 

sex you couldn’t 

do it. 

40 ■■■■■ UGLY  MAN 



No, because  people 

want what they 

can’t have and all 

that shit. They 

make things they 

can’t have into 

more than they are, 

and . . . you know, 

that’s the one thing 

I had, that I have, 

that you . . . like me 

or whatever so 

much and it 

doesn’t make any 

sense. 

It makes total 

sense. 

Yeah, well, I don’t 

think so. 

Look, from 

your perspective, have 

you ever had 

anyone in your 

life like me, who 

accepts you so 
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unconditionally, 

who wants to 

spend all their 

time with you, 

and who gives you 

anything you 

want? 

Yeah, my uncle. 

Who you loved. 

Yeah, and who 

fucking died 

because of me. 

So what else do 

you need to 

know? 

What? I don’t 

know what the 

fuck you’re saying. 

Your paranoia 

aside, I’ve never 

wavered in my 

interest in you. 
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What are you 

saying? 

I don’t know 

what I’m saying. 

I’m just saying it. 

Forget it. It’s just 

fucking bullshit 

anyway. 

What is? 

You want to fuck 

me but you don’t 

want to fuck me or 

I don’t know. 

I do. 

Bullshit. I don’t 

want to do it 

anyway. You’d 

just hate me after 

that. 

You’re the one 

who’d hate me. 
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No, I wouldn’t. 

Why, what do you 

think you’d feel? 

It depends on what 

you felt. 

What do you 

think I’d feel? 

That I’m an ugly, 

skinny piece of shit 

who’s boring in 

bed. 

You don’t get it. 

What? 

Do you think 

you’re that hot? 

Has your life been 

filled with guys 

and girls 

obsessing on 

sleeping with 

you? Waiting 

and waiting and 
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doing anything 

they had to do to 

fuck you, no 

matter how long 

it took? 

No, no. Fucking 

hardly. 

Okay. 

Yeah, okay. 

So you can’t 

really think that if 

we had sex, I’d 

say, Okay, I really 

expected a lot 

more than that. I 

changed my 

mind. It’s over. 

Yeah, but what if 

you’re 

disappointed? 

What do you 

mean? 
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I mean girls used 

to say I was 

fucking boring in 

bed. 

How so? 

Because I just 

wanted what I 

wanted. I didn’t 

fucking care. I 

didn’t go out of my 

fucking way to do 

anything for them. 

But this would be 

different. 

Besides, you 

wouldn’t have 

to do 

anything except 

cooperate. I 

would just want 

to have you there 

to enjoy in 

whatever way I 

wanted. 
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Why? 

You want me to 

get graphic ? 

No. I don’t know. 

I just mean . . . 

you haven’t even seen 

me with my 

clothes off except 

for my shirt, unless 

you spied on me or 

something when I 

didn’t know it. 

I saw you naked 

once. 

When? 

You know when. 

About a month 

ago. 

How? 

You know how. I 

walked by your 
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door for whatever 

reason, and it was 

open, and I 

wondered why 

you left it open, 

because you 

always shut it, 

and I looked 

inside, and you 

were naked. 

Okay. 

Yeah. 

Doing what? 

You remember 

what. 

Okay, I remember. 

So I’ve seen you. 

So you know I’m 

no fucking big 

deal. 
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Honestly, I 

thought you 

looked hot. 

Girls didn’t think 

so. 

Fuck girls. 

Anyway, how do 

you know? 

I don’t know. 

They never said 

anything. I’m not 

muscular or 

whatever. 

Thank God. 

Yeah, well, then 

why didn’t you 

fucking come in? I 

fucking looked at 

you. You fucking 

knew. I could see 

that you knew. 
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You know what I 

thought? I 

thought you were 

feeling so 

depressed that 

you didn’t care. 

To me, your eyes 

said, Fuck, here it 

is. You still want 

it, take it. 

Exactly. 

That’s not the 

same thing as 

wanting it. 

It is to me. When 

you didn’t want it, 

it fucking killed 

me. I’ve never 

hated myself so 

much. 

Do you know I 

went into the 

kitchen and got 

that big knife and 
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almost ran in 

your room and 

stuck it in your 

back? I was so 

frustrated and so 

turned on and so 

sick of you 

depriving me. 

Yeah, I heard you 

in the kitchen. 

What did you 

think? 

I didn’t think 

anything. I was 

scared that it was 

happening, and . . . I 

don’t know, that I 

just . . . I was just 

fucking scared. 

Me too. You 

should have seen 

me. 
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It’s like I knew 

exactly how it 

would feel, and 

when I knew that, I 

wanted it. I was 

shaking and I 

couldn’t breathe I 

wanted it so bad. 

Oh, fuck. 

So what did it feel 

like? 

I can’t describe it. 

I’m not like you. 

Maybe I should 

have done it. 

When you didn’t 

come back, I 

wanted to kill 

myself. I mean 

more than I ever 

have before. I felt 

so fucking 

hopeless and ugly 

and stupid. I 
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thought you saw 

me, and then you 

didn’t want me. 

If I’d come back, 

I would have 

killed you. 

I would have let 

you. God, you’re 

such a fucking 

asshole. 

Don’t yell. 

Fuck you, fuck 

you, fuck you. 

Don’t you fucking 

understand? Don’t 

you fucking get it? 

I think I get it. I 

just can’t believe 

it. 

I fucking love you. 

I don’t want to 

fucking live. 
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Okay, but don’t 

you understand? 

I don’t fucking 

care. 

I want you to love 

me. I almost 

killed you because 

you didn’t. 

Because you were 

finally giving it to 

me, but it didn’t 

mean anything 

because it didn’t 

mean anything to 

you. 

You didn’t want it. 

I did. 

No, you wanted to 

kill me. 

Because you 

didn’t want it. 
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I did. 

I wanted it, Chris. 

Yeah, well, I know 

that now. You say 

that now. But you 

seem like you 

don’t want it now. 

I want it. 

So what’s the 

problem? 

What do you 

think? 

I think . . . Fuck, I 

think you kind of 

want it, but you 

don’t really want it 

because I’m a 

useless piece of 

shit so it won’t 

fucking mean 

anything. 
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You’re not. 

Bullshit. I mean 

thanks. 

Sure. Don’t be 

angry. 

I need to do a shot. 

Where’s my stuff ? 

It’s right there. 

Look, I have to say 

something. 

What? 

I’m just going to 

say this. I know 

this is pathetic, but 

. . . Do you love 

me or not? 

Because it seems 

like . . . you’re kind 

of saying you do. 
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Why, what did I 

say? 

Well, you said I’m 

cute and interesting 

and . . . you don’t 

want to throw me 

out and you want 

to have sex with 

me and you don’t 

want me to kill 

myself. 

Yeah. 

So . . . Oh, forget it. 

I don’t fucking 

care. I just want to 

get high. 

I agree that 

makes me sound 

like somebody 

who loves the 

person he’s 

talking about. 

Cool. 
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But I don’t want 

to talk about it 

anymore. 

I don’t either. Let 

me do my shot. 

I mean if I do, I 

do, and if I don’t, 

I don’t. 

I don’t care. Hold 

on a second. 

I mean I probably 

do. 

Whatever. Look, I 

love you. I want to 

have sex with you. 

I want you to love 

me, okay? But 

you’re ruining my 

high, so please shut 

the fuck up. 
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