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Foreword

Asareporter, columnigt, and author who has written
extensvely about organized crime for more than
three decades, my primary beat has been what is
refered to by the Federd Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) as “traditional organized crime.” In officid
court documents, the FBI identifies the organization
asLaCosaNostra (LCN). Most Americans know it
as the Mdia—the long-entrenched network of Itdian-
American criminals that has been personified in
recent years on televison in the award-winning HBO
series, The Sopranos, and in movie classcs such as
The Godfather and Goodfellas.

In New York, where | have been based through-
out my career, and dsewhere, | have aso reported
about other ethnic organized crime groups, including
some that have worked hand in glove with the mob.
These include gangsters whose lineage was Russian,
Asdan, Irish, Cuban, and African American. | have
also written about Colombian, Mexican, and
Dominican drug deders, as well as other ethnic
gangs with no dliances with the Mafia, such as the
Jamacan Posse and the BTK, a violent Vietnamese
gang.

In 1997, | travdled to Hong Kong and interviewed
a “semi-retired” 53-year-old member of one of 15
triad societies based in the former British colony that
was returned to China the following year. The vet-
eran gangder described how he drank wine mixed
with blood of chickens whose necks were broken
during a four-hour-long induction ceremony four
decades earlier, when he was 14. | learned that triad
rues and dructures were gmilar to those of the
LCN. The boss, cdled a dragon head, wasa“ 438.”
The number-two man, the mob equivaent of an
underboss, was an incense mader, or 443. The low-
es inducted member, a blue lantern, or 49, is the
equivaent of amob soldier.

Five years earlier, the New York Daily News sent
meto Padermo, Scily, to cover the escalating violence
by the Sicilian Mafia, which included the executions
of fierce anti-Mafia prosecutors Giovanni Facone
and Pietro Borsdlino. While there, | reported and
wrote about then-fugitive Mafia boss of Corleone,
Sdvatore Riina, who was later captured and con-
victed of masterminding the bombing deaths of both
men, and about Rosario Mule, the Mafia boss of
Camporede, a tiny town about six miles from
Pdermo from which my maternal grandparents emi-
grated 100 years ago.

But as this book reveds, during my career | have
barely scratched the surface of organized crime activ-
ity throughout the world. In The Encyclopedia of
Inter national Organized Crime, you will learn about
a vaiety of players, from Tery Adams—the John
Gotti of London—who heads the Clerkenwell Crime
Syndicate in the United Kingdom, to the Almighty
Latin King Nation, a loosaly connected network of
Higpanic gangders that began as a gang of Puerto
Rican hoodlums in Chicago and now has chaptersin
Arizona, Cdifornia, Connecticut, Florida, Ohio,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Y ork,
Puerto Rico, Texas, and Wisconsin. You will dis
cover that the Heaven and Earth Society, a patriotic
organization that began in Fujian Province in the
17th century evolved to form the origind triad soci-
elies and that Chinese, Jgpanese, Russian, and Viet-
namese organized gangs operate in Audtrdia

In this tome the author describes how Neapolitan
women Maria Licciardi and Rosetta “Ice Eyes’
Cutolo came to lead powerful Camorra families in
Italy and informs you about the Bandidos, a Hous-
ton motorcycle gang that formed in 1966 and now
has chapters in Louisiana, Mississippi, Arkansas,
New Mexico, Washington, Colorado, and South
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Dakota. Along the way, you'll aso learn about ter-
rorist groups in India and Pakistan, the 18th Street
Gang in Los Angeles, and Jame Herrera-Nevares,
the patriarch of a huge crimina syndicate that ran a
“farm-to-the-arm” heroin operation from Durango,
Mexico, to Chicago, as well as about the Inagawa:
kai, reputedly the largest gang in Tokyo, with more
than 8,000 gang members.

As you might expect, there is much infighting and
violence among many of the crime groups. But as
author Carlo DeVito points out, organized crime
groups often enjoy working relaionships with others
to ther mutua benefit. In New York, for example,
former Harlem heroin kingpin Leroy Barnes bought
his junk from suppliers with the Lucchese family,
while ganggers from the former Soviet Union had
working relaions with the Genovese crime family. In
Montredl, the Hells Angels, the Mafia, and the Irish
Wes End Gang formed a “consortium” to regulate
the drug trade in their city.

DeVito has included sections on the two United
States federd investigative agencies that are a the
forefront of the battle agang organized crime, the
FBI and the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA). Hedso profiles severd American and Sicilian
Mafia families, many North American motorcycle
gangs, and severd notorious prison gangs, including

the Aryan Brotherhood and the Nazi Low Riders—
white racist organizations that got their start in Cali-
fornia prisons—and the Neta—a Hispanic prison
gang that began in the Rio FPiedras prison in Puerto
Rico. He dso has a section on the vory v zakone, or
“thieves in law,” a Russan organized group with
roots in the prison sysem of the former Soviet Union.

It is impossble to learn everything there is to
know about dl facets of organized crime in this firgt
crime book by DeVito, but The Encyclopedia of
International Organized Crime will give you a
wedlth of knowledge about a wide range of diverse,
dangerous organized crimind groups as well as the
different schemes and scams they use to finance their
way in their never-ending battles with the various
law enforcement agencies that chalenge them
around the world.

—NMéfia expert Jary Capeci writes a weekly column
about organized crime for the New York Sun that
also gppears online at http://www.ganglandnews.
com. Heisauthor of The Completeldiot’ sGuideto

the Mafia and Wiseguys Say the Darndest Things.
He has coauthored three books on the mob: Murder

Machine, Mob Sar: The Sory of John Gotti, and

Gotti: Rise& Fall.
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Introduction

To many people today, especidly in the United
States, the Mafia is synonymous with organized
crime. The Méfia frequently has been glorified,
lionized, and otherwise mythologized through
legions of books, movies, documentaries and televi-
sion series. To many readers of popular crime nov-
els and nonfiction, a gangland of other types of
criminals certainly does not exist.

A number of converging forces have dtered the
crimina landscape tremendoudy in the United
States and around the world. Certainly one of them
has been the U.S. government. With crackdowns by
the DEA, the FBI, and the U.S. attorney generd’s
office, by way of the RICO datutes, the traditional
Méafia, as it is known, has been severdy crippled.
Many of the top capos are either in jail or facing
sentencing.

Another problem is the makeup of new immi-
grants. In the past, the Mafia usually drew heavily
on the waves of poor and uneducated Italian immi-
grants, some of whom could be recruited to fill its
ranks. It aso drew on poor second-generation fam-
ilies of other ethnic backgrounds. However, very
few second- and third-generation descendants of
immigrants seek membership in nefarious organiza-
tions. Between upwardly mobile second- and third-
generation Italian families and the dwindling
number of immigrants upon which the Méafia tradi-
tionally counted for recruitment, the Mafia has had
problemsfilling its ranks.

Within the crimind world, the mogt powerful of
new immigrants are the Asans and Russians. These
criminds are now vying for power in our nation’s
cities. The Chinese have the triads and the tongs, the

Xi

Japanee have the notorious Y akuza, and the Rus-
sans have the Russan Mafiya. Other groups include
South and Central Americans and Caribbeans. These
groups are ruthless and are pressing the Mafia for
territory and money. Crimeis not what it used to be.

However, these are not new organizations. These
are groups that have been terrorizing law-abiding
citizens in other countries around the world. South-
east Asahasthetriads. China, Hong Kong, and Tai-
wan have the tong. Jgpan has the Yakuza. The
Caribbean has the Jamacan pose groups. Russa
hasitsMafiya. The Latin Americans havethe cartels.
These organizations, bands of ruthless outlaws, are
at work all around the world.

What is meant by organized crime? The Interpol
definition, adopted by the Generd Assembly of the
member countries of Interpol in 1998, isasfollows:

Any enterpriseor group of personsengaged in a contin-
uingillegal activity which hasasitsprimary purpose
the generation of profitsirrespective of national bound-
aries. The OC Branchisdealing withidentified crimi-
nal organizations. It centralizes, evaluatesand analyses
information on internationally operating criminal
organizationsand their activities. It conducts projects
of special interest.

The biggest criminal organizations include the
triads, the tongs, the Y akuza, Russian organized
groups from the territory of the former Soviet
Union, the Italian Mafia, the South American car-
tels, outlaw motorcycle gangs, and so on. Their
main crimina activities are racketeering, fraud,
car theft, robbery, armed assault, drug dealing,
trafficking in weapons and radioactive material,
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trafficking in human beings and exploitation tries and financid ingtitutions up to infiltration
through prostitution, alien smuggling, smuggling  and control of private and commercia banks, and
of precious and antique goods, extortion for pro-  controlling of black markets.

tection money, gambling, embezzling from indus-

xii



ACUNA, Arturo See OPERATION FOXHUNT.

ADAMS, Patrick
Patrick Adams is possbly one of the mog violent
organized-crime figures in British organized-crime
history. He was particularly adept a usng high
gpeaed motorcycles in his very dramatic and highly
crestive maob hits.

Adams, on dmog al busness dedings, defers to
the family’s ring leader, Terry Adams, however,
Adams has been known to take things into his own
hands, such as his dedlings with Mad Frankie Frazier
and his son, David. The 1991 shooting of Mad
Frankie Frazier shortly &fter his reease from prison
was seen as Adams's handiwork. While Frazier sur-
vived the assassnation attempt, he has refusad to dis-
cuss the incident openly with the press. According to
http://geocities.com/OrganizedCrimeSyndicates,
“Patrick later turned his knife on Frazier’ s son David
ater adrug ded soured. This rurvin left David hold-
ing a portion of his ear as awarning not to cross the
Adamses again. Many other criminads have not been
30 lucky as the Adamses are suspected of ordering a
least 25 murders over a 3 year period.”

Seealso: ADAMS, TERRY; ADAMS, TOMMY ; CLERKEN-
WELL CRIME SYNDICATE.

ADAMS, Terry
According to http://geocities.com/OrganizedCrime
Syndicates, “The brains behind the Clerkenwell

Crime Syndicate, a vast crimina conspiracy, is 48-
year-old Terry Adams, aman S0 secretive’ that pub-
lic photos of him are extremely scarce. Terry Adams
is eadly the most powerful and chariamatic British
ganggter Sncethe Kray twins. Heis athleticaly built,
with dglver, shoulder-length hair, and sands an
impressve6 1 .

Terry Adams is the undisputed leader of the
Clerkenwdll Crime Syndicate, known smply as The
Firm. Former associates and surviving ex-employees
have described him as a Machiavellian ruler who
exercises control through both cunning and violent
force if necessry to establish his unquestioned
authority. The British press has noted his love of
antiques, fine drink, and fancy cars (his favorites
being custom-built Cadillacs and Bentleys).

Adams and his family shun the press as much as
possible. Photo ops are drictly forbidden, and even
mention in text is sad to be abhorrent to the dusve
prince of the British underworld. Even legendary Brit
gangsters—expecidly one of the mogt famous, Mad
Frankie Frazier, long known for his willingness to
expound on any subject—refuses to discuss The Hrm
with the press. Frazier auffered a gunshot wound to
the head after being rdeased from jail, and his son
David lost a piece of hisear after some dedlings with
the Adamses dlegedly ran afoul. According to
http://geocities.com/OrganizedCrimeSyndicates,
“Terry Adams is thought of as a star by his minions,
who all gand as he enters aroom. The immeaculady
attired hood favors long black coats and white frilly
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ADAMS, Tommy

shirts. In the London underworld, he is the closest
thing to John Gotti.”

See also: ADAMS, PATRICK; ADAMS, TOMMY:
CLERKENWELL CRIME SYNDICATE.

ADAMS, Tommy

Tommy Adams is dleged to be the financier for the
Clerkenwell Crime Syndicate run by his brother
Terry Adams. Heis aso the mogt well known of the
three Adams brothers. In 1985, Tommy, a favorite
Heat Strest mention, survived a highly publicized
trial, being acquitted of laundering the proceeds of a
gold-bullion heidt.

According to http://geocities.com/OrganizedCrime
Syndicates, “Tommy is presently serving a7 year jail
term for magterminding a large hash-amuggling ring.
Tommy secured an $80 million credit line with
Columbian cartels and made important contacts
with the yardie gangs through an underling. Tommy
is 3 years into his sentence and is sure to return to the
gang' sfold upon hisrelease.”

Seealso: ADAMS, PATRICK; ADAMS, TERRY; CLERKEN-
WELL CRIME SYNDICATE.

AGCA, Mehmet Ali

Mehmet Ali Agca is a Turkish terrorist who shot
Pope John Paul 11 on May 13, 1981, in an assassina
tion attempt. Originally Agca clamed to be a mem-
ber of the Popular Front for the Liberation of
Pdedine and later confessed to being a part of a Bul-
garia/KGB plot to kill the pope due to his support
of Poland’ s Solidarity movement. Both were found to
be untrue.

It has snce been discovered that in 1981, a con-
tract was issued by one of Turkish godfather Abuzer
Ugurlu's “chief lieutenants on the life of Pope John
Paul 11. Ugurlu reportedly authorized the payment
of 1.7 million U.S. dollars for the murder of the
pontiff,” reported http://geocities.com/Organized
CrimeSyndicates. Agcawas sentenced to life impris-
onment in Itay but was pardoned by president
Carlo Azeglio Ciampi in June 2000.

Agca returned to Turkey, where he was impris-
oned for the murder of a newspaper editor. In 1979
Mehmet murdered the chief editor of the Milliyet,
Abdi Ipekci. When Agcawas arrested, the police dis-
covered a fdse pasport in the name of Mehmet
Oezbey that beonged to Abdullah Catli. On May

13, 1981, indders mentioned Abdullah Catli in con-
nection with the assault againg the pope. He is cur-
rently in a Turkish prison.

See also: BASAK, HUSEYIN; CATLI, ABDULLAH; DON-
MEZ, OSMAN; KILIC, DUNDAR; OZBIZERDIK, ONUR;
UGURLU, ABUZER.

AGLIERI, Pietro (a.k.a. U Signurinu; the Little
Gentleman)

With the capture of Corleone clan chieftain Giovanni
Brusca, Pietro Aglieri ascended to the top of one of
Italy’s mogt feared and noted crime clans. His taking
control of the reins of power capped an unusudly
fast climb to the top of Italian organized crime.
Adlieri had made aname for himsdf by killing Sava
tore Riina, one of Italy’ smost notorious crime figures
and a huge riva of the Corleone clan. This accom-
plishment catapulted Aglieri’s name to the top of the
ranks.

“Thirty sx years old at the time of his coronation,
Adlieri was three years younger than his predeces
sor,” wrote http://geocities.com/OrganizedCrime
Syndicates. “In spite of his youth and mideading
nickname (the Little Gentleman), Aglieri was every
bit as violent as the res of the Corleone bosses
before him. Aglieri’s reign proved to be one of the
shortest on record as Itdian authorities captured him
a afarmhouse outsde of Pdermo in June of 1997.”

AGRON, Evsei (a.k.a.the Little Don)

Evsa Agron arived a Kennedy Airport in the
United States on October 8, 1975, one of 5,200
Soviet Jaws who fled Russa and came to the United
States that year. Many of these Jewish immigrants
were tough Russian gangsters who were deported by
the KGB. When hearrived, Agron had dready served
sven years in a Russan work camp for murder.
When released from that prison, he left as a full-
fledged member of the vor brotherhood (sort of the
Russan verson of the Itdian “made guy”). Before
coming to the United States. Agron dready had some
experience with the free Wesern world. When he
firg left Russain 1971, he went to Hamburg, Ger-
many, where he ran a huge progtitution and gam-
bling operation. In Brighton Beach, New Y ork, the
people knew who he was when he arrived: His repu-
tation and his being part of the vor brotherhood
made Agron the mogt feared man in Brighton Beach,
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and if there were any nonbelievers, he intended to
change their minds.

Agron did not attract much attention at first. He
had an office ingde the El Caribe Country Club,
from which he ran a ruthless organization that by
1980 extorted from the Russan community tens of
thousands of dollars a week. Agron’s group bled
money from al Russians, from doctors and lawyers
to store owners. One time Agron threstened to kill a
Russian’'s daughter on her wedding day if her father
did not pay $15,000 immediately. People aways
paid; they knew what would happen if they
refused—one of Agron’s henchmen would pay them
avigt, and Agron’s men had the same reputation as
Agron himsdf.

Two, the Nayfeld brothers, were gangsters who
came from Gomel, Russia. One brother, Benjamin,
was a former member of the Russan Olympic
weight-lifting team. One time he killed a Jewish man
in the presence of acrowd of law-abiding Russansin
a parking lot in Brighton Beach: Benjamin grabbed
him with one hand, lifted him up in the ar, and
stabbed a knife through his heart with the other. The
victim was sad to have insulted Benjamin's girl-
friend. At the trid 18 people tediified that Benjamin
was correct when he said he had been attacked by
the victim; he walked out a free man. His brother,
Boris, was even more terrifying. Many Russians say
that his eyes are completely white, a Sgn that he has
no soul and is possessad by the devil.

Thesewerejust two of Agron’semployees, and of
these three the Russans till hated Agron the mogt.
Agron was known to carry an dectric cattleprod
with which to torture his victims. In contrast with
mog Russan vor members, Agron found being
feared more important than being respected.

One night in 1980 Agron was walking through
Coney Idand when someone shot him in the som-
ach. Hewas brought to Coney Idand Hospita where
he was guarded by an ex-policeman who had been
hired by the Genovese family, because by the 1980s
Agron was connected to them. When the police
asked Agron if he knew who shot him, he answered,
“Y es.” The cop then asked him to identify the perpe-
trator so that they could arrest the accused. Agron
answvered, “ No, I'll takecareof it.”

Many people wanted to see Agron dead, people he
had ripped off in the past or maybe someone in his
organization who was ambitious. Whatever the rea-
son and whoever was behind the hit, Agron resumed

AGRON, Evsei

his life as if nothing had happened. His men went
back to the streets and ran rampant—itruck hijacking
became a favorite crimina activity. Agron even
bought himsdf a Russan newspgper company to
provide the Brighton Beach Russans with the daily
news. Now they would read what he wanted them to
read. By this time Agron was reaching the top of his
game, his position among his group of ruthless Russ-
ian mobsters was unquestioned, and he had even
expanded to six other mgor U.S. cities.

Agron was supported by two very powerful dlies:
the Genovese family and Ronad Greenwad, a Jew-
ish rabbi who was active in politics. In return for
their friendship, the Itdians recelved Russan man-
power and expanded their operation to the Russan
neighborhoods. The friendship with the Itdians was
very important for Agron: The Itdians had an enor-
mous amy of soldiers and the political connections
to get criminds out of trouble. But even though they
made much money together, there was friction
between the Russan ganggters and the Itdian mob-
gers. Most of the Itaians lived modestly and would
try not to attract attention, while the Russans on the
other hand loved the attention and loved to show
their wedlth. The Russans did not have the same
codes asthe Italians: Itdians do not kill civilians, not
even the family members of mobsterswho have erred
againg the maob, but the Russans do not have this
rule.

By the mid-1980s Agron was doing bigger heists
and making more money than ever before, but even
with Agron as a sort of godfather, the Russan
groups in his neighborhood were ill running wild
and out of control. Despite his power in Brighton
Beach, Agron ill could be killed a any moment
because there was just no sructure and control. In
January 1984 while he was walking toward his front
door, Agron was shot again. A hit man shot him
twice, once in the face and once in the neck, both
from close range. Agron was brought to Coney
Idand Hospital for a second time and survived, but
his face would be damaged for the rest of hislifetime,
and it would look as if he was amiling a perpetud,
weird grin. Again he told the police that he would
handle business himsdif.

Agron had afew ideas about who might be behind
the attack. The prime suspect was Boris Goldberg, an
lgadli ex-army officer from Russia Goldberg ran a
group of criminds aong with David “Napoleon”
Shuger, acrimina mastermind. The Goldberg group
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had enormous firepower stashed away safdy. Among
the wesapons were guns with slencers, boxes of

grenades, and plastic explosives with detonators. The
group sold cocaine to dreet deders. Goldberg was
married to the daughter of Bob Guccione, the owner
of Penthouse magazine.

Because of their crimina interestsit was inevitable
that Agron and Goldberg would meet. One of the
things that hed caused friction between the two had
been extortion territories. They had severd meetings
discussng which area would belong to whom, but
every time things went wrong. After the botched hit
on Agron in May 1984, Agron himsdf cdled Gold-
berg for a stdown a Agron’s country club. When
Goldberg and a trusted soldier arrived, they were
welcomed by 50 slent, heavily armed Russans who
st a around table. After a heated discusson in
which Agron asked Goldberg if he was behind the
hit, things began to get out of hand. Agron did not
believe Goldberg and wanted to kill him, Goldberg
then said: “If you want trouble, . . . I'm ready.”
Agron told one of his henchmen to look outsde and
see if Goldberg was bluffing; he wasn't. The parking
lot in front of the country club wasfilled with armed
men running around. Agron decided to leave it a
that, and the stdown ended without bloodshed.
Agron believed that he had located his attacker and
fdt safe. The perpetrator now knew not to try again.
Agron forgot, however, that Goldberg was not the
only enemy who wanted him dead.

On May 4, 1985, Agron was preparing himsdf to
go out on the town and relax in a Turkish bathhouse
in Manhattan, and while doing so, Agron fdt he
could aso discuss some business. He dressed and
depped outside his gpartment. At 8:35 in the morn-
ing Agron presed the eevator button. Out of
nowhere, a man wearing sunglasses stepped out of
the shadows and shot Agron in the head twice close
range. Agron fdl to the floor and, at the age of 53,
“the Little Don” died. Agron was probably the first
Russan godfather who st up an organization in the
United States. He would not be the last.

See also: GENOVESE CRIME FAMILY; RUSSIAN
MAFIYA.
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AGUECI, Alberto G. and Vito

Alberto G. “the Baker” Agueci and Vito Agueci were
Canadian mobgters who operated in upstate New
Y ork under the auspices of vicious Buffdo crime boss
Sefano Magaddino. The two were arested in July
1961 on a narcatics violation. They had worked for
Magaddino with the understanding that he would
provide protection againgt other mobsters and help
in deding with police. After the arrest, Magaddino
refused to help the Agueci brothers, forcing Alberto's
wife to sl the family’s house to pay bills and ball
bonds.

After hisredease from prison, Alberto Agueci went
to Magaddino’'s house and threatened to kill him.
Magaddino later sent two enforcers after Agueci to
teach him and those watching a lesson. Agueci’s
mutilated body was found in November of that same
year.
“While [he was| Hill aive, over thirty pounds of
flesh had been cut from hisbody, hisjaw broken, and
hdf his teeth kicked or knocked out,” wrote Thomas
L. Jones in The Dying of the Light: The Joseph
Valachi Sory. “A blowtorch had been gpplied to his
face, blinding him, and he had been tied to a tree
with barbed wire before his genitds had been hacked
off and duffed into his mouth.”

While Vito Agueci had sworn revenge on Maga-
ddino, he was convicted and was sentenced to many
years in prison where he befriended, for a short
period, an American mobgter named Joseph Vaachi.

See also: BARGARELLA, LEOLUCA; BRUSCA, GIO-
VANNI; CORLEONE CLAN; FALCONE, GIOVANNI;
PALAZZOLO, GIUSEPPE; PROVENZANO, BERNARDO;
RIINA, SALVATORE; SPERA, BENEDETTO.
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AIUPPA, Joseph (a.k.a. Joey Doves)

Joseph Aiuppa was connected to John Dillinger and
the Alvin Karpis gangsin the 1930s. Hewas also a
gunman in the Al Capone mob. He was associated
with gambling activities and dlegedly ran prostitu-
tion along the strip in Cicero, lllinois. He attended
school until third grade. He was convicted in 1960
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for falling to register as a deder in gambling
devices, recelving a sentence of one year and one
day. He owned and/or operated severa lounges or
clubsin the Cicero area and was a partner in a com-
pany that built and digtributed dot machines. He
was known as an avid hunter and was arrested in
1962 for having approximately 500 doves in his
possesson on his return from a hunting trip to
Kansas. Thelega limit was 24 game birds. In 1971
he became a mob boss, and he was convicted in
1985 for skimming profits from Las Vegas casinos.
Hedied injail a age 89.

See also: ANDRIACCHI, JOSEPH; CARLISI, SAMUEL;
DIFRONZO, JOHN; LAPIETRA, ANGELO; LOMBARDO,
JOSEPH; MARCELLO, JAMES.

ALMIGHTY Latin King Nation (ALKN)

The Almighty Latin King Nation (ALKN) was cre-
ated in Chicago during the 1940s in an attempt to
overcome racisn and prgudice. The founders
wanted members to rise above the racism and to cre-
ae an organization of “kings” equipped to fight off
injugice and thereby better themsdves and ther
communities. Ironicaly, mogt of its members were
dready incarcerated for serious offenses. Inevitably,
the ALKN became one of Chicago’ slargest and most
violent street gangs. All members had to have aLatin
bloodline Most members were Puerto Rican, but
they soon extended membership to other ethnic
groups (Spanish, Caribbean, Latvian, Itaian, Por-
tuguese, and South American). The Latin Kings
membership remains mostly Hispanic.

In terms of symbolism and tattoos, the ALKN
tend to use crowns. Many of the crowns used may
be st with five jewels to represent Love, Respect,
Sacrifice, Honor, and Obedience. On graffiti and
tattoos, the crown may be accompanied by the ini-
tials LK and some form of inflammatory symbol-
ism amed at opposing gangs, for example, “pitch
forks down” as an insult directed a the Folks
alliance. Documents and graffiti may include alion
glanding on its haunches and wearing a crown.
Forma documents, such as the charter, may
include a coat of arms containing two crowned
lions flanking a crowned battle shield, emblazoned
with a cross, as well as a variety of inscriptions.
Although not common, lions have also been
observed on tattoos.

ALMIGHTY Latin King Nation

A former Latin Kings gang member testifies about
organized crime at a hearing in Trenton, New Jersey. (AP

The Chicago Police Department estimates that
more than 25,000 Latin King members resde in their
city. The gang dso has organized chapters in Ari-
zona, Cdifornia, Connecticut, Florida, Ohio, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Y ork, Puerto
Rico, Texas, and Wiscongn.

When compared to most sreet gangs, the Latin
Kings are generdly more structured and organized.
The gang's rules are grictly enforced, and the gang
has a written congtitution. They have the al-for-one
mentality with the motto “Once a King, Always a
King.” Those who break the rules are punished by
their fellow gang members. These violations may be
uspenson from the gang, membership termination,
physca assault, or death. This is one of the few
gangs that accepts females. Members cdebrate Janu-
ay 6 as “King's Holy Day” and the first week in
March as “King' s Week.”
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AMEZCUA-CONTRERAS, JesUs

AMEZCUA-CONTRERAS, JesUs

The Amezcua-Contreras brothers, operating out of
Guaddgara, Mexico, are sad to head a metham-
phetamine production and trafficking organization
of global dimensions. Jesis Amezcua heeds the oper-
ation with support from his brothers Adan and L uis.

ANDRIACCHI, Joseph (a.k.a. Joe the Builder)
Joseph “ Joe the Builder” Andriacchi was alongtime
lieutenant in the Chicago organized-crime syndicate
known as the Outfit. An upper-echdon member, a
69 years of age, he is one of a triumvirate of current
leaders who dlegedly runs that organization, aong
with John “No Nose” DiFronzo and Jossph “Joey
the Clown” Lombardo.

See also: AIUPPA, JOSEPH; CARLISI, SAMUEL;
DIFRONZO, JOHN; LAPIETRA, ANGELO; LOMBARDO,
JOSEPH.

ANSARI, Aftab

Aftab Ansai is an associate of Dawood Ibrahim.
Ansari, a former resdent of Laapur in Varanag,
India, has worked with Pekistan-based terrorist
groups to execute operations for Ibrahim. Ansai is
credited with the attack on the United States Con-
aulate in Kolkata. Ansari was in Delhi’s Tihar jall,
where he was being charged with aminimum of eight
different crimind offenses, but he obtained bail and
fled the country immediatdy.

While in jail, he met AsSf Raza Khan, an explo-
gves tr