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Doctor Mighty and %™

. by Loretta Casteen
the Case of Ennui
8 January 2007
By Paul Melko It starts again. The baby
16 February 2004 beginsto cough and choke.

L ocked Doors
Doctor Mighty noticed themdaiserignt =~ —

around the time he captured Auntie Arctic in by Stephanie Burgis

her lair in the back room freezer at alocal

Giant Eagle. Actudly it wasthefifth sraight +January 2007

time held captured her in aGiant Eagle. You can never let anyone
Every time she escaped from the Indtitute, suspect, hismother told him.
her first stop was the freezer of agrocery That wasthefirst rule she
store -- never aKroger, never aBig Bear, taught him, and the last,
dwaysaGiant Eagle. Firstit wastheonein e sheleft him here
Plymouth. Then it was the one on Grant donewith It.

downtown. Thenin Crestview.

Heroic Measures

Thistime, Mighty hadn't even bothered to
decipher the cluesthat shewasleavinga by Matthew Johnson
each of the tanning salons she destroyed with

her freezeray. Hejust went to thenewest 18 December 2006
Giant Eagle, in Roosevelt, and confronted .
her and her two henchmen, Fahrenheitand 1€ 88 hewas, it was hard
Celsus Rakineand Kelvinhad died 10 Delievehewould never

o . risefromthisbed. Evenin
severd months earlier in afreon accident. the darkest times, she had

"Doctor Mighty! Y ou've cunningly tracked never redlly feared for him;
metomy lair!" Ms. Arctic cackled. "Get ~ he'had awaysbeen strong,
him, boyd" A fine sheen of ice crystds SO strong.

covered her skin, and he could see the blue
veinsin her neck as she screamed. Shewas
ayoung aunt, trimin her tight blue leotard by Elizabeth Bear

and matching cape. Her dark hair framed her

sharp, paeface. If shehad beenawoman 11 December 2006

he/d met a aparty or in the produce section

during his off-hours, hemight havebeen ~ Nilufer raised her eyesto his.
tempted to ask her out or at least talk to her. It was not what women did
Alas, he mused, shewanted her henchmen  to men, but shewasa

tokill him, and that wasn't agood basisfor Princess, and hewasonly a
any relaionship. bandit. "1 want to bea

Witch," shesaid. "A Witch
F and C didn't have superpowers, so Doctorand not a Queen. | wish to
Mighty had to carefully adjust the strength of be not loved, but wise. Tell
his punches ashelaid them low. They your bandit lord, if hecan
bounced across the non-skid surface of the  give methat, | might accept
freezer and thwacked into apile of frozen  hisgjft."
lima beans and corn: succotash with aside of
henchman. Ms. Arctic he dispatched with hisArchived Fiction Deting
hair dryer. Hed figured that out afew back to 9/1/00
months earlier, when Ms. Arctic had nearly
speared himwith agianticicle, and only in
deneration did hishand fal 1inon the

Love Among the Tdus
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