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W despread egg donation has led to a generation of superkids.

QLI VER BURSTON

Egg donati on has begun to bias the new and controversial Raswani Soci al
Intelligence scale and the nore traditional Stanford-Binet |IQ test. Nationw de
testing has been pronpted by what sone educators are calling an exponenti al
change in the behavi our of kindergarten children. "W noticed a real big
difference," said Anita Cunnings, a teachers' assistant at a grade school in
an upscal e Chi cago nei ghbourhood. "Wen | first took this job in 2015 we'd
sometines get a kid who was not only smart, but smart all around, who really
knew how to handl e ot her kids. Now we have half a dozen or nore every year
They're al nost perfect. To tell you the truth, they're a little frightening."

A local bus driver, who prefers to remai n anonynous, was |ess circunspect.
"Spawn of Satan," he said. "It ain't natural. These kids clinb on the bus, say
'please’ and 'thank you', and read all the way to school. Lord knows, | can't
abide all the yellin' and runnin'-up-and-down of normal kids but this ain't
natural ."

Derogr aphi cs point to white, mddle-class wonmen in the 45-48 age range. "So
it's only to be expected," said a harassed-looking Dr Judith Sternberg,
returning fromtestinony to a congressional ethics sub-comrittee. "Record
nunbers of career-oriented, well-educated wonen are now choosing, in their

m d-forties and older, to have children. And they're choosing extrenely smart,
wel | -educated wonen in their twenties to be the donors. The rest is genetics."

"Nonsense," responds educational sociologist Mke Chattergee, "the deciding
factor is the child s upbringing. These ol der nmothers tend to be nore

af fluent, so they can give the infant everything it needs in the way of
education and nurture. Better nurturing nmeans a happier, healthier, nore
wel | -adj usted child."

A corollary of the egg-donati on boomis the change in behaviour noted in the
spouses of married nothers. "It's good ol d-fashi oned conpetition," said
red-faced Jack Donatelli at the bowing alley in Mdw ch, Connecticut. "Wnen
get to pick the father so, if you can't hack it, nove aside for soneone who
can."

"There's not hing ol d-fashi oned about it," says his compani on, who would only
give his nanme as Bill. "Look at me, see that nuscle? Strong as an ox. Good
job. But that's not enough any nmore. Nowit's '"Ch, Bill, why don't you do the
laundry while | wite that proposal for the UK office?" Because | don't want
to, that's why, but do | say anything? No. Because if | do she'll get someone
el se to father her goddamm test-tube baby, and I'lIl be slaving to support a
cuckoo child!"

Sonme Church | eaders have | ong decried the comercialization of egg donation
"Life is a gift fromGod," said the Archbi shop of Chicago. "Wen one wonan who
is blessed with fertility can help bring joy to another, that gift should be
given freely." Unitarians, on the other hand, believe God is in everything,
even the test-tube and the bank account. O her religions, such as Islam
forbid the procedure entirely.



But ethics have nothing to do with it, argues the director for reproductive
health at the Wonen's Cinic. "It's all very well wi shing things were
different," says Dr Allison Toomin, "but this is the real world. What healthy
22-year-old coll ege senior in her right mnd would go through a month of pain,
daily injections, bloating, hornonal disturbance and the risk of nedica
conplications, just for altruisn? Especially when prospective nothers are
offering $75,000 and a trip around the world if the donor has a SAT score of
over 1,500, good | ooks and perfect health.”

Senator George W Bush 11l believes people like Dr Toomn are wong. "It's
just not right," he tells voters gathered at a rally in Texas. "These wonen
are buying smarts for their babies. They're buying fertility, |ove and a
secure ol d age, just because they were too selfish to stop working and have
babi es when they were young and healthy, while God-fearing folks are so
crippled by Big Government taxes that they can hardly scrape together the
bread for their own little ones!"”

Not far fromwhere Bush is speaking lies Austin, one of the epicentres of the
intelligence spi ke now being observed all over the country. O hers include
Seattle, the San Francisco Bay Area, and certain nei ghbourhoods of | arger
cities such as Atlanta and Boston. "Wth the exception of Atlanta, these are
all very white cities," points out M Shelle N dele Mele, fromthe Urban
Justice Center in St Louis. She grins sardonically: "Wnder why that is."

She believes that, like nost racial issues, this is at heart a noney-based

di scrimnation. Few woul d di sagree: reproduction by egg donation is expensive
but, with a first-time success rate now approaching 80 per cent, it's by far
the nost reliable of in vitro technol ogi es.

Dr Sternberg believes that, as Americans approach the second half of the
twenty-first century, egg donation is here to stay. "Wat | told the ethics
sub-conmittee is that we need to think about what this neans for business.

A obal conpetition fromemerging nations is threatening the ascendancy of

Ameri can corporations. W need our fenmale executives to remain focused on
their jobs through their thirties and early forties and not be dis- tracted by
the idea of a biological clock. Egg donation lets us reset that clock, if not
banish it all together. Ri ght now Anerica has the edge. Egg donation lets us
keep it."

The sub-committee has declared that there will no | onger be regulation of
vi abl e human ova at the federal |evel, and the debate is under way regarding
tax credits for donors and clinics.

Al'l parties expect controversy. For every egg donor and prospective nother
there will be sonmeone like old-tiner Sam Underhill, overheard recently at the
Green Dragon Inn in Bywater, Maine. "It's not natural," he said, "and trouble
will come of it."



