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TheDread Tomato Addiction

by Mark Clifton
Ninety-two point four per cent of juvenile delinquents have eaten tomatoes.

Eighty-seven point one per cent of the adult criminasin penitentiaries throughout the United State have
esten tomatoes.

Informersreiably inform that of al known American Communigts, ninety-two point three per cent have
egten tomatoes.

Eighty-four per cent of al peoplekilled in automobile accidents during the year 1954 had eaten
tomatoes.

Those who object to singling out specific groupsfor Satistica proofs require measurements within atotd.
Of those people born before the year 1800, regardiess of race, color, creed or caste, and known to have
eaten tomatoes, there has been one hundred per cent mortdity!

In spite of their dread addiction, afew tomato eaters born between 1800 and 1850 still manageto
survive, but the clinical picture is poor—their bones are brittle, their movements feeble, their skin seamed
and wrinkled, their eyesight failing, hair faling, and frequently they havelog dl their teeth.

Thaose born between 1850 and 1900 number somewhat more survivors, but the overt sgns of the
addiction's dread effects differ not in kind but only in degree of deterioration. Prognostication is not

hopeful.

Exhaugtive experiment shows that when tomatoes are withheld from an addict, invariably his cravingswill
cause him to turn to substitutes—such as oranges, or steak and potatoes. If both tomatoes and al
subdtitutes are pers stently withheld—deeth invariably resultswithin ashort time!

The skeptic of gpocryphal datistics, or the stubborn nonconformist who will not accept the clearly
proved conclusions of others may conduct his own experiment.

Obtain two dozen tomatoes—they may actualy be purchased within ablock of some high schools, or
discovered growing in arespected neighbor's back yard!—crush them to apulp in exactly the sate they
would haveif introduced into the ssomach, pour the vile juice and pulp into abowl, and place a goldfish
therein. Within minutes the gol dfish will be dead!

Those who argue that what affects agoldfish might not apply to ahuman being may, at their own choice,
wish to conduct adirect experiment by fully immersing alive human head* into the mixturefor afull five
minutes

* |t issuggested that best resultswill be obtained by using an experimental subject who isthoroughly
familiar with and frequently uses the logic methods demongrated herein, such as:

(8 Theaverage palitician. Extremely unavailable to the average citizen except during the short open
season before eection.

(b) Theadvertisng copywriter. Extremely wary and hard to catch due to his experience with many
lawsuitsfor fraudulant clams.
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(¢) Thededicated mordist. Extremdy plentiful in supply, and the experimenter might even obtain a
bounty on each from agrateful community.



