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TO ELLEN PAHUTSKI

| NTERCULTURAL COVMUNI CATI ONS DEPARTMENT

FROM F. SCOTT N SHI DA

| NTERPLANETARY TRAFFI C

DATE: 19 MARCH 2994

THE CURRENT ASSI GNMVENTS DEPARTMENT REPORTS THEY HAVE NOT YET RECEI VED
REQUI RED WRI TTEN NOTI FI CATI ON OF YOUR ACCEPTANCE OF PROMOTI ON TO
EXTRATERRESTRI AL SERVI CES DI VI SI ON.

PLEASE PROVI DE THE ABOVE- MENTI ONED SOONEST. | N TRI PLI CATE.
| NTERPLANETARY TRAFFI C CANNOT SCHEDULE YOUR RE- LOCATI ON TO MOONBASE XVI | UNTI L
CROSS- REFERENCED DEPARTMENTS HAVE NOTI FI ED SAME OF YOUR ABSENCE.

* * * %

MOONBASE XV |

7 MAY 2994

Dear Mom and Dad,

There's a full Earth in the sky tonight. It |ooks sort of gray from
here. And it nakes nme honesi ck.

|"ve tried satelliting you, but Solarcom says that Pl anetcom has
di scontinued your interorbital options due to non-paynent. Has Dad's
aut o-debit cal endar mal functi oned agai n?

|"madjusting confortably to life on the noon, although the
construction of Mbonbase XVII-A has caused a certain ampunt of inconvenience
here. The construction team somehow managed to disrupt the waste recycling

system so we've been rationing water. My coll eagues assure ne |I'll eventually
get used to dry-showers (yes, Mom there really is such a thing!). Mst people
up here sel dom bother to wash with water anynore. Frankly, | don't think I
_want _ to get used to that.

As you can imagine, | nmiss Roger very nuch. | guess | hadn't fully
realized what being apart fromhimwuld be like. I'"Il just have to hope that

we're not separated for too |ong.

Love, Ellen

* * * %

MOONBASE XVI | - A

14 SEPTEMBER 2994

Dear Roger,

My messages are finally being forwarded to ne at Base XVII-A after a
| ong series of confusing argunents wi th Sol arcom

Anyhow, | know you found | ast weekend frustrating, with me being too
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shuttl e-1agged to do nmuch besides sleep and watch old interactives. And |'m
afraid ny news today isn't going to make you any happi er

Extraterrestrial Services Division is sending me to Mars for severa
nmonths to work with the Management Team on new training nethods. This is
confidential, by the way, since they won't announce expansion of the conpany's
Marti an operations until next year.

| can't get away before ny trip, Roger, but you did say you had a | ong
weekend comi ng up soon. Please, conme to the moon. It's only half a mllion
mles away, and there's a shuttle every Friday at noon (your tine).

I'"lI'l be waiting for you.

Love, Ellen

* * * %

TO ELLEN PAHUTSKI

MARTI AN COLONY VI |

FROM F. SCOTT N SHI DA

| NTERSTELLAR TRAFFI C

PLANETARY DATE: 17 APRIL 2995

MANY THANKS YOUR CONGRATS ON MY PROMOTI ON TO | NTERSTELLAR LI KEW SE YR
PROMO. PLS | NFORM SOONEST WRAP- UP DATE ON MARTI AN PRQJECT, SO THI S DEPT CAN
ARRANGE YOUR TRANSFER TO | NTERSTELLAR COVMUNI CATI ONS NETWORK HEADQUARTERS ON
POLLUX I11.

* * * %

| NTERSTELLAR COMMUNCATI ONS NETWORK HEADQUARTERS

POLLUX |11

11 NOVEMBER 2995

Dear Mom and Dad,

I _think_ |'ve got your planetary date right, but I'mnot positive.
Everything out here is based on the new Galactic Date charts, which superceded
t he previous ones four solar years ago. (Don't ask me _whose_ solar years).

| had a lot of trouble with diarrhea and nosebl eeds right after the
journey out here, but |I'mbetter now. Haven't seen nmuch of the planet yet; the

conpany's keeping nme pretty busy at the monent. I'mreally sorry that | won't
make it hone for Christmas (again). | mght as well break the news now, Dad,
that 1'Il mss your birthday, too. But | pronmise I'll get back for Mmns
birthday and Mriam s wedding. | mss seeing Earth, even as a pin-prick of

light in the dusty Martian sky.

Onh, Roger was able to spend his vacation on Mars after all
Unfortunately, my work schedule cut into our time together, but it was
wonderful to see him By the way, he won the Jupiter Studies grant. |I'm so
proud of him He should be on his way to Ganynede even as | wite this. |
can't wait to visit himthere when nmy next |eave cones due.

Love, Ellen

* * * %

TO ELLEN PAHUTSKI

ICN HQ POLLUX 111

FROM F. SCOTT N SHI DA

| NTERSTELLAR TRAFFI C

GALACTI C DATE: 17.37561. 1A. 1675:7

SORRY TO | NFORM THAT ALL LEAVE HAS BEEN | NDEFI NI TELY POSTPONED DUE TO
| NTERSTELLAR TERRORI SM | N THE WAKE OF RECENT BY- ELECTI ONS. TH S ANSVERS, BTW
YR QUERY ABOQUT M SSI NG STELLARCOM LI NKS EXPECTED ON LAST SHI PMI TO POLLUX I 11
SElI ZED BY LEFT-W NG M LI TANTS PLANNI NG TO USE THEM TO DI SRUPT GOVERNMENT
COMMUNI CATI ONS. NO DAMAGE DONE THOUGH, SINCE THE D*MNED THI NGS NEVER WORKED | N
THE FI RST PLACE

* * * %

I CN HQ

POLLUX | 1]

GALACTI C DATE: 17.35450. 2B. 1843: 7

Dear Roger,

| think it's md-June on Earth (although even the conputer doesn't seem



too sure), but | have no idea what the date around Jupiter is. Anyhow,
regardl ess of the date, | mss you. |'ve been so depressed since your | ast
letter telling ne that fundi ng has been cut to the point where you can't
afford a trip to Earth, much less Pollux Ill. If only nmy schedul ed | eave
hadn't been cancelled after the by-el ections!

As for coming to Ganynede, | just don't see how!| can. My sister
schedul ed her wedding to coincide with my nother's birthday just so | could be
there for both occasions. | can't disappoint them

My departnment's consolidation with Intercultural Training Operations
has begun, and the pressure is enornmous. | can't add extra tine onto ny |eave
to come to Ganynede.

Look, Roger, | make decent noney. Wiy don't | sinply pay for your
ticket to Earth? Please, at |east consider the idea. N shida, the conpany's
traffic director, says that an Earthbound spaceship | eaves Ganynede every ten
sol ar days, and | can get good rates by going through him

Pl ease, darling, nmeet ne on Earth.

Love, Ellen

* * * %

| CN ( TEMPORARY) HQ

GANDAR VI |

G D.: 17.34349.1B. 1847: 6

Dear Mom and Dad,

Sorry |'ve been out of touch since returning to Pollux and rel ocating
to our tenporary headquarters on Gandar. Wbrk has kept ne incredibly busy,

t hough the good news is that I'min line for a pronotion.

Mriam s husband is being transferred al ready? That was quick. Well,
tell her not to worry. The hospital facilities are excellent on Antares V and
delivering the baby should be a breeze there. WIIl you visit themthere or
wait for her to bring the baby planetside next Xmas?

Yes, as you guessed, there was sone tension between Roger and nyself
during ny visit honme. Mriams wedding rem nded us of how far we still are
frombeing able to set a date for our own, and neither of us was feeling very
wel | . Hyperspace makes nme prone to headaches, nosebl eeds, and bad tenper for
days, and Roger wasn't well either. |I've just received a transmi ssion fromhim
explaining why. It turns out that, unbeknownst to him he was in the early
stages of Ganynede Fever. Don't worry, he's getting excellent care and is
already feeling better. If only we weren't so many |ight-years apart!

Love, Ellen

* * * %

TO F. SCOIT N SH DA

| NTERSTELLAR OPERATI ONS MANAGEMENT

CASTOR VI

FROM ELLEN PAHUTSKI, DI RECTOR

| NTERSTELLAR COMMUNI CATI ONS NETWORK/ | NTERCUL TURAL

TRAI NI NG OPERATI ONS

( TEMPORARY HEADQUARTERS) GANDAR VI |

G D.: 17.34349.3C. 1951:7

THANKS YR CONGRATS ON MY PROMOTI ON. LI KEW SE! HOW IS LI FE ON CASTOR VI ?
ALSO THANKS YR CONCERN ON My RECENT TROUBLES. |'M SURE THI NGS WLL WORK OUT I N
THE END.

PLS: HELP! MUST BE ASSI GNED A Fl RST- CONTACT SPECI ALI ST (URGENT), AN
ACCOUNTS MANAGER, AND TWD CLASS G TRANSPORTS W TH FUEL CONVERSI ON CAPABI LI TY.
BTW ARE THI NGS BETTER AT HOVE NOWP |'M SURE I T WLL WORK QUT.

* * * %

TO ELLEN PAHUTSKI, DIR

ICN'I TO (TEMP) HQ GANDAR VI |

FR. F. SCOTT NI SH DA

|OM CASTOR VI

GD: 17.34349. 4D. 1967: 12

ACCOUNTS MANAGER ARRI VI NG ON NEXT SHUTTLE FROM SI Rl US SYSTEM AND



_THREE_ CLASS G TRANSPORTS ON THEI R WAY, BUT ONLY TWO W TH FUEL CONVERSI ON
CAP. STILL SEARCH NG FOR A FI RST- CONTACT SPECI ALI ST. HOW URGENT | S URGENT?

THI NGS BETTER AT HOMVE, THOUGH MY WFE IS NOT HAPPY W TH FACI LI TI ES ON
CASTOR AND MAY GO BACK TO EARTH FOR HER | NTERNSHI P.

HAS YOUR FI ANCE RECOVERED FROM GANYMEDE FEVER YET?

* * * %

TO F. SCOTT N SH DA

oM CASTOR VI

FR. E. PAHUTSKI, DR

ICN I TO (TEMP) HQ GANDAR VI |

GD: 17.33238. 5E. 1981. 8

URGENT = | CAN T | MPLEMENT PLANNED EXPANSI ONS, DUE TO BEG N I N FI FTEEN
GALACTI C DAYS, W THOUT FI RST- CONTACT OFFI CER. MY NEW ACCOUNTS MANAGER, BTW
ADVI SES THAT POSTPONEMENT W LL MEAN W THDRAWAL OF PRI NClI PLE CAPI TAL FROM
M NI NG COLONIES IN THE RIGEL SYSTEM I N ORDER TO SUSTAIN THI S DEPT MEANWHI LE.
VWHERE | S FI RST- CONTACT SPECI ALI ST PROM SED BY PERSONNEL DEPT MORE THAN S| X
STANDARD MONTHS AGO?

ROGER RECOVERED FROM GANYMEDE FEVER -- AND PROVPTLY FELL IN LOVE WTH
H'S MEDIC. HE FI NALLY ADM TTED I T TO ME WHEN SHE DESERTED H M FOR A PCST ON
DELURCS VI (WHY DOES EVERYONE WANT TO GO TO DELURCS THESE DAYS?). WE ARE
TRYI NG TO WORK THI NGS QUT NOW

CAN' T YR WFE CGET AN | NTERNSHI P SOVE PLACE CLOSER THAN EARTH?

* * * %

ICN I TO HQ

ALTAIR 1V

GD: 17.31016. 3V. 2074. 3

Dear Roger,

Your transmi ssion has finally been forwarded to ny division's new HQ on
Altair IV. | was devastated upon reading it, but | have come to realize it's
for the best. | should have realized on Mars that we were grow ng apart, but I

wanted to bl ane our problenms on the hectic pace of those crazy Martian days.

I wish only happiness for you. Good luck in your new life with your new
wife.

As ever, Ellen

* * * %

TO ELLEN PAHUTSKI, EXECUTI VE DI RECTOR

ICN'ITO HQ ALTAIR IV

FR. F. SCOTT N SH DA, DI RECTOR

|OM CASTOR VI

GD: 17.30905. 4A. 2101.9

MARRI ED? THE SKUNK! AND NOT EVEN TO THE MEDI C HE WAS CHEATI NG ON YQU
W TH ELLEN, TRUST ME, YOU RE BETTER OFF W THOUT H M

RE: | NSTALLMENT OF DRY- SHOAERS | N YR NEW HQ ON ALTAIR I T LL TAKE TI ME;
THE CURRENT MODELS ARE ALL IN VIOLATION OF ALTAIR S

ENVI RONMVENTAL POLI Cl ES.

MY WFE HAS FI LED FOR DI VORCE W THOUT RETURNI NG TO CASTOR SHE GETS THE
HOUSE AND OTHER POSSESSI ONS WE LEFT ON EARTH. | GET OUR FURNI TURE AND THI NGS
ON CASTOR, WHICH I'LL TAKE WTH ME WHEN THI S DEPT | S TRANSFERRED TO ALTAIR IV
NEXT GALACTI C QUARTER

OH, THANKS YR CONGRATS ON MY PROMOTI ON. LI KEW SE!

TAKE CARE, SCOTT

* * * %

TO F. SCOIT NISH DA, DR

|OM CASTOR VI

FR E. PAHUTSKI, EXEC. DR

ICN'ITO HQ ALTAIR IV

GD: 17.38773.8L.2149.3

HOW MUCH LONGER ON THOSE ENVI RON- FRI ENDLY DRY- SHONERS? |' D FORGOTTEN
HOW MESSY WASHI NG W TH WATER | S.

LOOK, SCOTT, SINCE YR COVPANY QUARTERS WON' T BE READY IN TI ME FOR YR



ARRI VAL ON ALTAIR IV (SURPRI SE, SURPRI SE) WHY NOT JUST STAY WTH ME UNTIL YQOU
CAN MOVE | NTO YR APARTMENT? | HAVE PLENTY OF ROOM AND I T'S NO TROUBLE AT ALL.

OH, THERE'S ALSO A PLANET- W DE TRANSPORT STRIKE, SO I'LL SEND THI S
DEPT' S EXTRA CLASS G TRANSPORT -- GRIN -- TO MEET YOUR STARSHI P.

TAKE CARE, ELLEN

* * * %

HOUSI NG BLOCK H 171G

APARTMENT NO. 3418-4

ALTAIR IV

GD: 17.35341. 3A. 2201. 7

Dear Mom and Dad,

| tried satelliting, but Interstellarcomstill hasn't repaired |inks
destroyed during the | ast neteor shower here. | wanted to | et you know before
you conpl ete your travel plans that Scott and I will have to postpone our
weddi ng.

My departnment is being transferred to Deluros VII. This could put a
strain on my relationship with Scott, | realize, but we're hoping that his
division will be transferred to Deluros, too, within the next two standard
years.

Anyhow, with all the extra work and confusion this transfer is
creating, | can't plan a wedding right now Since we've had to cancel our
original plans for the weddi ng, we discussed your suggestion again, but we've
definitely deci ded against going all the way back to Earth to get narried.
None of our coll eagues could get enough tinme off to attend the wedding there.
Anyhow, except for famly, neither of us really knows anyone on Earth anynore.

Scott knows astronomy much better than | do, and at night he shows ne
which star is yours. It seens so faint and far away, but | wish on it all the
sane.

Love, Ellen

-- The End --
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