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= | walked through the same dead town and throughPY Stephanie Burgis
?  FHdionthesame stainless stedl gate. Angry gray clouds

marched acrossthe sky, bringing icy rain. | 1 Jenuary 2007
7 Poetry tumsup into thefoothills, expecting anambush a to|df him. That wasthefirst rule she taught hirr

_ any second. But the forest was silent. Nothing but gnd the |ast, before she left him here alone wit
Revie the dap of fat raindrops on dead branches. It.
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~lrounded aturn. A hundred yardsahead Wasa  Heroic Measures
?  Archiv more massive stainless stedl gate, closed,

€ perforated with a thousand human profiles. by Matthew Johnson
Throughiit, | could see the westhered stones of a
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? SHf |nfront of the gate stood aman wearing a Ple asheweas, it was hard to believe he wou

- b never rise from thisbed. Even in the darkest
5 ., ;. Ky-bluejumpsuit, his hands clasped calmly _ -
7 GUdEi | pindl him, His fine blonde hair tossed in the chill imes: she had never really feared for him; he

NeS  \wind. had away's been strong, so strong.
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' tCO”ta‘ﬁ remember thinking, Car etaker? LoveAmong the Talus

The cobblesfell avay under my fest, spillingme By Elizebeth Bear

':‘Wiardinto adarl_< pit filled with sharp _Sainlessspilge_s I 11 December 2006
2 fet onedip into my leg, skewering bone, twisting
2 Banng'MEViciousy upwards. Another slippedintomy  Nilufer raised her eyesto his. It was not what

s 9ut bringing red-tinged visions. women did to men, but she was a princess, a
- he was only abandit. "I want to be aWitch,"
shesaid. "A Witch and not a Queen. | wish tc
be not loved, but wise. Tell your bandit lord, i

el soreamed mysdf ot he can give methat, | might accept his gift.”

Everything perfectly rendered, every detall
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| learned many other entrances to the Aficionado'srchived Fiction Dating back to 9/1/00
- Bookstred m, and many other waysto die. | spent timein
' an Infinitee shdll, hiking around the massve rock
O wall from entranceto entrance. Camping under
2 Merch thechill night sky, wishing for familiar stars:

andise | nfing for food in dead towns Trying every
entrance. Scaling thewal and trying to hike
? MMUNIT
S{:O—U through the forest. Knowing dl the time that the
- Aficionado was probably watching me and
?  Forum laughing, or monitoring the activity of my thread
and using predictive dgorithmsto infer my
? Readermovements.
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