	Bodleian Ms. Tolkien A26/2 fol. 95v

	kiryan
	kiryar
	— on 
	— or
	— en

	kirya
	kiryai
	— o
	— oi
	

	kiryo
	kiryaron
	— u
	— oron
	— o (eo)

	kiryas
	kiryais{?} (aisi)
	— os
	— ois(i)
	

	kiryain
	kiryainen
	— oin
	— oinen
	

	—
	—
	
	
	

	kiryasse
	(— asser) ·n
	— osse
	— osser (-{?}n)
	

	kiryanda
	(-andar)
	— onda
	— ondar
	

	kiryallo
	(-allor) ·n
	— ollo
	— ollor (n)
	

	—
	
	
	
	

	kiryava
	
	— ova
	
	

	kiryaika
	
	— oika
	
	

	kiryandon
	
	— ondon
	
	

	kiryalin
	{-aru}
	-aton
	
	

	kiryali
	{-aru}
	-ato
	
	

	kiryalion
	{-aru}
	-atu
	
	

	kiryalis
	
	-atos
	
	

	kiryalínen
	
	-atoinen
	
	

	kiryalisse(n)
	
	-atosse
	
	

	kiryalinda
	
	-atonda
	
	

	kiryalillo
	
	-atollo.
	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	̯ıan
	

	ĭ
	-̯ıa
	{?}
	polin
	polir {poli}
	saryan
	
	saryar

	
	
	
	pole
	poli 
	sare
	
	sari

	
	
	
	polio
	polion
	saryo
	
	saryaro

	
	
	
	polis
	polis (ísi)
	
	
	saryas

	
	
	
	polin
	polínen
	
	
	saryain

	
	
	
	polisse
	polisser
	
	
	

	
	
	
	polīka
	
	
	
	


The Bodleian Declensions

Analysis by
Patrick Wynne, Christopher Gilson & Carl F. Hostetter

This chart (see facing page) of Quenya noun declensions was found among J.R.R. Tolkien's manuscripts at the Bodleian (Ms. Tolkien A26/2 fol. 95v). The initial transcription was made by Patrick Wynne, and this was then proofed against the original by Christopher Gilson. The manuscript is neatly written in ink on the back of a page from a late draft of 'Beowulf' and the Critics, the essay from which Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics was derived. On November 25, 1936 Tolkien read Beowulf: The Monsters and the Critics to the British Academy as the Sir Israel Gollancz Memorial Lecture (see MC:1). This provides an approximate date for the chart. In our transcription, forms struck out are indicated by brackets {}; when illegible, such forms are indicated by {?}. The entire page was crossed out with an X.

This is the earliest extant chart of Quenya noun inflections. The only other chart that has come to light contains the so-called "Plotz declensions", written some thirty years later in 1966-67.
 As will be shown, the noun endings on the Bodleian chart resemble those of the "Secret Vice" poems of 1931, with some signs of development in the inflectional system. The arrangement of the forms, however, closely resembles that of the Plotz chart. The forms on the Bodleian chart are unlabelled, but comparison of their endings and layout with the Plotz chart provides clues to their identity and function.

� The Plotz chart was first published by Nancy Martsch in Beyond Bree (March 1989), though Tolkien's accompanying notes were not included. Both the chart and notes were published not long after by Jorge Quiñónez in Vinyar Tengwar 6 (July 1989).





