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2 Colum! preferred to stay home, chatting online and Locked Doors

ns  catching up onemail. But Kely gently inasted

about thisone. by Stephanie Burgis
? Hdtion 1 January 2007
| was standing in aliving room, next to awoman IYou can never |et anyone suspect, hismothe
7 Roetry 9 g room, told him. Thet was thefirgt rule she taught him
2 Ravie ' and thelast, before she left him here done witl
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"Who?' ' i
?  Sdf Pae as hewas, it was hard to believe he woul
_ "Bear. Itshisparty.” never rise fromthisbed. Even in the darkest
?  Guiddi times, she had never redly feared for him; he
NS "Yeah?Which oneshe?' had always been strong, so strong.
7 Contac"Y ou might not have seen him. Hesprobably ~ Love Among the Talus
t upstairs.” _
by Elizabeth Bear
?  Award| didn't know how to read that. "Right," | said,
s hoping that was safe. 11 December 2006

?  Banner"So how come you're here?" thewoman asked. Nilufer raised her eyesto his. It was not what
women did to men, but she was a princess, ar

S
- "Kdly. My girlfriend." | pointed over to the he was only a bandit. "I want to be aWitch,"

? SUPPORT  corner where Kelly wasdeepin conversation  shesaid. "A Witch and not a Queen. | wish to

Us with some people | didn't recognise. be not loved, but wise. Tdl your bandit lord, i

he can give methat, | might t hisgift.”
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"l hope s0. Otherwise we've crashed the wrong

? Bookstparty.”

ore It wasasmdl joke. Shelaughed alittle.

? Mech
andise Slencefdl.
"Can | getyouadrink?' | said, thinking | could

2
¢ COMMUNIT get lost on atrip to the kitchen.

Y

2 Fo Or maybe | could just lose mysdlf entirdly and go
' UM home. | could leave amessage on Kelly's cdll
2 Reeo|erphonetosaythat | fetill.

s | wouldn't be missed, redlly. Surely the party was
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