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Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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Courtesy of California State Parks

Jack London.

A NOTE ON THE AUTHOR

]ack London was born in San Francisco, California, in 1876. He
grew up in the poor part of Oakland, a city near San Francisco. As a
child, books were his only companions '. He always went to the
Oakland Public Library and read as many books as possible! The
librarian Ina Coolbirth became his great friend and teacher. Some of
his favorite authors were Melville, Kipling and Balzac.

Jack London finished school at the age of fourteen. His family was
poor and he could not go to high school. Jack went to work at
Hickmott’s Factory 2. He worked long hours and was paid very little
money. He dreamed of adventure, travel and excitement. He wanted

1. companions : {k{ o 2. factory: T.J o



to see the world. Factory life was not for him. He began drinking as a
teenager and this became a serious problem later on.

At the age of seventeen he decided to see the world. He became a
sailor on a schooner' and sailed to the North Pacific Ocean to hunt?
seals.? Ten years later he wrote about his terrible experiences at sea
in the book The Sea Wolf. After almost eight months at sea he
returned home but could not find work. He decided to visit other
parts of his country.

He began traveling across the United States and reached New York.
Here he went to prison for thirty days for vagrancy*.

In 1894 he returned to his home in Oakland. He had no money and
no work. At the age of nineteen Jack London decided to return to
high school. He knew that a good education was the key to a better
life. He wanted to learn as much as possible about everything! He
went to high school in the day and worked at night and on
weekends.

Jack wanted to improve himself and read a great number of books on
all subjects. He made new friends and began speaking better English,
listening to beautiful music and appreciating art. He also began
writing his first stories and poems.

In 1896 gold® was discovered in the Klondike Region in northwest
Canada. Jack was excited about this news. He wanted new
adventures, and he hoped to find gold and become rich.

He and some friends went to the Klondike. In Canada they built a
small boat and traveled up the Yukon River. The Arctic weather and

1. schooner: (EF A IHER) S M -

9. hrnt: ke 4. vagrancy : {fiil °

3. seals : %] - ‘4 5. gold: ¥4 - '
fracrig




the difficult living conditions made him very ill. He left the Klondike
with no gold but with many ideas for his best stories.

The Call of the Wild (1903) tells us about the adventures of a great
dog during the Klondike gold rush . It was immediately successful
and became a classic. With this book Jack London became a major
American writer with a very original style.

In 1906 he wrote another exciting dog story called White Fang.

In 1913 Jack London was a rich and famous writer. People all over the
world read his books. Some of his other books are Martin Eden, The
Sea Wolf, Tales of the Fish Patrol, and The Son of the Wolf.

Jack married twice and had two children. Unfortunately, he had big
financial problems because he spent all of his money on his friends,
on drinking and on his beautiful new home. During the last years of
his life he had serious health problems. He died on November 22,
1916, after an intense and adventurous life.

0 Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (v) A; if it is not correct (v), tick (/) B.

B
a. Jack London was the son of ¢ librarian, B
b. Asa child he did not like reading. =T E
€. When he was a teenager he became a sailor. [] 8
d. Education was very important to Jack London. E B
e. He went to the Klondike and found gold. B K
f. Jack London was very rich when he died. [] 1§

1. gold rush : # & o
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The story takes place in the Yukon Territory in northwest Canada.
Gold was discovered in the Klondike region near the Yukon River in 1896
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BEFORE YOU READ

ANIMALS

A A wild animal is an animal that does not have a home. It lives
in its natural environment. Do you know the names of the wild

animals in the box below?

WILD ANIMALS

B Do you know the names of any other wild animals?
Discuss with your friends and make a list.

LOOKING AT PICTURES

A Look at the picture on B Now look at the picture on
page 15. page 18.
a. Describe the dog. a. Where is the dog?
b. Where is he? b. What are the men doing?
¢. Is he happy or sad? c. What do two of the men
have in their hands?
d. Is the dog happy or sad?

14



CHAPTER ONE

The Southland

uck did not read the newspapers. He did not know

that there was trouble for every big, strong dog in

California. Men found a yellow metal called gold

in the Klondike. They needed big, strong dogs
with furry coats' to work in the north.

Buck lived in a big house in the sunny Santa Clara Valley. The
house was called Judge > Miller’s Place. Around the house there
~ were big gardens, fruit trees and horses.

Buck was born here and now he was four years old. There were
other dogs too, but they were not important. Buck was the king!
Judge Miller’s Place was his. He swam and hunted ? with the

1. furry coats : (Mbibf) K -
2. Judge: #%H
3. hunted : 4744 »
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The Call of the Wild

Judge’s sons. He walked with the Judge’s daughters. He carried the
Judge’s grandsons on his back and played with them. In the winter
Buck sat at the Judge’s feet in front of the fire.

Buck’s father was a big St Bernard and his mother was a Scottish
sheepdog. ! Buck weighed one hundred and forty pounds? and he
was a happy and handsome dog.

In the fall ® of 1897 men from all over the world went to the
Klondike. They wanted to find gold. But Buck did not read the
newspapers.

Manuel was the gardener’s helper, and he needed money for his
big family. One evening the Judge was out of the house and
Manuel and Buck went for a walk. No one saw them leave and
only one man saw them at the railway station. The man talked to
Manuel and gave him some money. Then Manuel tied a rope
around Buck’s neck. Buck let Manuel put the rope around his neck
because he was his friend. But when the other man pulled the rope
Buck could not breathe. He was angry and he jumped at the man.
The man caught him and suddenly Buck was on his back. His
tongue * was out of his mouth and he was unable to move. In the
past no one ever did this to him.

The two men put him on the train in the baggage car. ® When
Buck woke up the train was moving. He was angry. The man
watched him but Buck was too quick. He bit ¢ the man’s hand.

1. Scottish sheepdog :

4. tongue : Hk ¢ Q_
M LR o B

2. pounds: ® (1 BFT 0.454 B)7) - 5. baggage car: (KZEM) TTZEER -
3. fall: K%K - 6. bit : (bite-bit-bitten) W o
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The Southland

That evening the man took Buck to the backroom of a saloon '
in San Francisco. The saloon-keeper? looked at his hand.

“T only got fifty dollars for it,” the man said.

“How much did the other man get?” the saloon-keeper asked.

“A hundred dollars.”

“That makes a hundred and fifty. That’s a good price for a dog
like him. Come on, help me put him into the crate.”

Buck tried to attack the two men, but they pulled the rope again
and again. Buck suffered terribly. His neck, throat? and tongue hurt
a lot. The men took off the rope and threw him into a crate.

Buck spent the night in the backroom of the saloon. He was
very angry. He could not understand why he was there. What did
these strange men want? Why was he a prisoner in a crate? Where
was the Judge?

The next morning four men took the crate to the railway station.
They put it on a train that was going to the north. For two days and
two nights Buck did not eat or drink. He was confused and angry. Men
on the train laughed at him. He threw himself against the crate. He
growled and barked at the men.

Buck was very thirsty but he had no water. His tongue and
throat were very dry. His eyes were red and his anger grew.

He was glad for one thing: the rope was off his neck. He did not
want another rope around his neck.

1. the backroom of a saloon : H IG5 -
2. saloon-keeper : WHifHEZBE o

i

3. throat : WK - } \

17







ad the sentences below and for each question choose the correct
iswer A, B, C or D.
1. What did men find in the Klondike?

A [ |strong dogs.
B [ |Gold.

C [ Horses.

D [ | Newspapers.

Where did Buck sit with Judge Miller?
A [ | Under the fruit trees.

B [ | Near the stables.

C [ | Outside the house.

D [ | In front of the fire.

3. What did Buck do with the Judge's sons?

A [ | He walked with them.

B [ | He carried them on his back.

C [ | He played with them.

D [ | He swam and hunted with them.

. What did Manuel do?
A [ | He played with Buck in the garden.
B [ | He put Buck inside a crate.
C [ | He sold Buck to another man.
D [ | He laughed at Buck.

. Why did Buck bite the man’s hand?
A [ ]| He was hungry.

. B [ ] He was playing.
C [ ] He was angry.
D [ | He was thirsty.

. How did Buck feel on the train?
A [ ] Hungry but happy.
B [ | Thirsty, confused and angry.
C [ | Cold and sleepy.
D [ | Hot and excited.

19



GRAMMAR CHECK
A Circle the correct Past Simple form for each irregular verb.

e.g. totake taked taken

a. tofind finded found founded
b. toswim swam swimmed swem

c. [ toget getted gotted got

d. e ceteh caught catched cought

e. towakeup woked up woke up waked up
f. to bite bote bited bit

g. tohurt hurted hurt hurten

h. to throw throwed threw threwn

1. Ftosit sat sited sitted

j. tospend spended spent spented

B Now choose five of the verbs and write a sentence with each verb
about what you did last week.

e.g. Last week I took the bus to school.

20




© writiNG
WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT BUCK?
Go back to the text and find out the information you need to fill in
Buck's ID card!

—

Name:

Age:
Weight:
Place of birth:
Address:

Mother:
Father:

Favorite sports:

Signature

¢ piscussion
Now ask your friend if he/she has any pets. Use the ID card to ask
questions.

e.g. What's his/her name?

@Q DID YOU KNOW?

Cats meow, horses neigh, birds chirp and cows moo. Now listen to
these three sounds that dogs make and write the number next to the
correct sound.

21




BEFORE YOU READ

@ o LISTENING

Listen to the first part of Chapter Two and for each question choose the
correct answer A, Bor C.

1. Four men carried the crate to
A | | asaloon.
B [ | agarden.
C [ ] a train.

2. The fat man wore a
A [ ] red hat.
B [ | red jacket.
C [ ] red sweater.

3. Who opened the crate?
A [ | The man with the hatchet.
B [ | Buck.
C [ | The four men.

4, The fat man hit Buck with
A [ ]| a whip.
B [ | acrate.
C [ |aclub.

5. The fat man brought Buck
A [ | water and bread.
B [ | meat and milk,
C [ | water and meat.

22




CHAPTER TWO

The Northland

n Seattle four men carried the crate to a garden with a
high wall. A fat man with a red sweater looked at him.
Buck threw himself against the crate. He growled and
barked. The man brought a hatchet' and a club.
“Are you going to take him out now?” asked one of the men.
- “Sure,” the man said. He hit the crate with a hatchet to open it.
The four men ran away. They went to sit on the high wall to
watch the show.
Buck threw himself against the wood of the crate. He bit it and
- growled. He wanted to get out. The man with the hatchet opened
the crate. Then he put down the hatchet and took the club.

! 1. hatchet : Hiffi/ 7% - ’

23



The Call of the Wild

Buck was really a red-eyed devil. ! His hair stood up and his eyes
were red with anger. He jumped straight at the man and his mouth
was ready to bite. At that moment the man hit him with the club.
He fell to the ground on his back.

This was the first time he was hit with a club. He did not
understand. He jumped at the man again. And again the man hit
him with the club. He fell to the ground again. This time Buck
knew that it was the club. But his anger was so great that he did
not stop. He jumped at the man a dozen times. And a dozen times
the club hit him. There was blood ? on his nose, mouth and ears.
Then the man hit him very hard on the nose. The pain? was
terrible. It was agony. Buck jumped at the man again and the man
threw him to the ground. Buck did not move for some time.

“He knows how to teach a dog a lesson,” * said one of the four
men. Then they returned to the train station. Buck slowly opened
his eyes. He could not move. He watched the man in the red
sweater.

The fat man was reading the saloon-keeper’s letter and said,
“Your name is Buck. Well, Buck,” he said in a friendly voice, “now
you know your place. Be a good dog and we will be friends. Be a
bad dog and I must use my club again. Understand?”

1. red-eyed devil : (Mbibik) 124 o

2. blood : Ifi © '
b

3. pain: ¥ ¢
4. teach a dog a lesson : (HLAbH) H— HIMPM o

24






The Call of the Wild

As he spoke he touched Buck’s head. Buck was angry inside but
he did not move. When the man brought him water and meat,
Buck drank and ate.

He learned that a man with a club was stronger than hlm He
never forgot it. Life was now fiercer. !

Each day other dogs came. The man in the red sweater hit many
dogs. Buck understood that a dog must obey a man with a club: he
was a master. One dog did not obey and he was killed.

Men often came to talk to the man in the red sweater. When
they paid money the men took one or more of the dogs. Those
dogs never came back. “Where did they go?” Buck thought. He
was afraid of the future.

One day a short man came to look at Buck. The man spoke bad
English.

“That’s a strong dog! How much?”

“Three hundred dollars,” said the man in the red sweater. “And
it’s a gift? at that price.”

Perrault smiled. The price of dogs was high at that time.
Perrault knew dogs and he knew Buck was an excellent dog.

Buck saw money pass between the two men. He was not
surprised when he and a Newfoundland dog?3 called Curly were
taken away by the small man. He took them to a ship called the
Narwhal. From the ship he and Curly looked back at Seattle. It
was the last time they saw the warm Southland.

1. fiercer : HUFRE; » B I #E o

2. gift: (Mib#) M -

3. Newfoundland dog : 413522 o

26



The Northland

Perrault took Buck and Curly to Francois. Perrault was a
| French-Canadian, but Francois was half-Indian and had very dark

skin. Buck did not like these men but he respected them. He
- learned that Perrault and Frangois were calm and fair. ! They knew

everything about dogs.

There were two other dogs on the ship. One was a big white dog
~ called Spitz. He seemed friendly but he was not honest. He smiled

when he tried to take Buck’s food. Francois was fast and hit Spitz.

From this moment Buck began to like him.

The other dog was called Dave. He was unfriendly and always

- wanted to be alone. Dave ate and slept and was interested in
nothing.

1. fair: ZAFfY o
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The Call of the Wild

Day and night the ship sailed. Every day was the same, but
Buck noticed that the weather was colder.

Finally one morning the Narwhal’s engines ! stopped. Buck and
the other dogs were excited. Something was happening. Francois
leashed ? the dogs and took them outside. At the first step Buck’s
feet went down into something white and soft. He jumped back.
More of this white stuff ® was falling from the sky and fell on
Buck. He shook himself * but more fell on him. He smelled it
curiously, then tasted some on his tongue. It was like fire and the
next moment it disappeared. This confused him. He tried it again
with the same result.

People looked at him and laughed. It was his first snow.

1. engines : 5|%¢ -

2. leashed : FIBH &4k - E%

3. stuff: (MEAbiR) % -
4. shook himself : (shake-shook-shaken) $}zh & o
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

o Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (/) A; if it is not correct, tick (/) B.

The fat man wrote a letter to the saloon-keeper.
The fat man with the red sweater sold dogs.
Perrault paid three hundred dollars for Buck.
Spitz was an honest dog.

Curly tried to take Buck’s food.

~ 9o po0ypa

Buck and Curly traveled on a ship called the Narwhal.

Buck noticed that day after day the weather
was warmetr.

=
OO0 OOO00O00Ow

U0 DOoOgOw-

h. Buck saw snow for the first time in the Northland.

o GRAMMAR CHECK

All of the verbs in the box below appear in Chapter Two in their Past
Simple form. Do you know the Past Simple of these verbs? If not, look

at the text and find them.

Then fill in the gaps in the paragraph below using the Past Simple.

Use each verb only once.

understand  throw  hit  jump
growl open forget be

Buck was very angry. He ' .................. himself against the crate
o 1970 [ LR .Whentheman®.........................

the crate Buck 4 ....ccoocoeiiiviiinsinnss at him and the man

B it A him with the club. Buck ® ...,

that aman withaclub? ...l a master. He never

b TR this.

29




ODD ONE OUT
A Circle the word that doesn’t belong to the group and say why.

e.g. trousers jacket sweater  shirt

trousers, jacket, sweater and shirt are all pieces of clothing.

a. leash ship frain bus car

b. French American Conadian California Italion .

¢. nose snow mouth ears eyes

d. daughter grandson son grandfather gardener

e. water milk blood orange juice tea

B Now write a sentence with each odd word.

e.g. The man hit Buck with the club.
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BEFORE YOU READ

o DISCUSSION
A law is a rule that tells you what you can and can’t do.

A What rules are there in your school and what laws are there in your
country? Make a list with your friends.

4 School Country \
e.g. You must not fight. e.g. You must pay taxes.
., S
B Circle the words in the box that describe the rules in Buck's life
now.
games fighting friendship hate
violence anger work love

C Now look at the title of Chapter Three "The Law of Club and Fang”.
What do you think the title means?

club

fang
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CHAPTER THREE

(o}

The Law of Club and Fang

uck’s first day at Dyea Beach was terrible. What

a change from his comfortable, happy life with

the Judge in the sunny Southland! Here there

was no peace or rest. There was only confusion
and noise. There was danger everywhere because these dogs and
men were not city dogs and men. They only knew the law of club
and fang.

Buck never saw dogs like these. They fought like wolves. He
learned this by watching Curly. She wanted to make friends with
a husky.! The husky jumped on Curly and he tore? her face from
eye to mouth.

1. husky: BNFMEER o | » |

2. tore: (tear-tore-torn) (ULAb3R) H#iIF -
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The Law of Club and Fang

Wolves and huskies fight like this. They attack and then jump
way. But this fight was not finished. Thirty or forty huskies came
and made a circle around the fight. Curly attacked her enemy but
the husky bit her again. She fell to the ground and never stood up
again. The other huskies moved in and suddenly she was under
1em.

- Buck saw Spitz run away with his red tongue out of his mouth.
‘He was laughing. Curly was dead in the snow. Her body was
‘almost in pieces. Buck often saw this scene in his dreams. He
understood that when a dog was injured, that was the end. Spitz
laughed again and from that moment Buck hated him.

Soon Buck had another surprise. Francois put a harness ' on
him. Buck remembered the harnesses on horses at home. So now
he must work like a horse. He must pull the sled to the forest to
get firewood. He was offended, but he decided to work and do his
best. He worked with Spitz and Dave, and learned a lot from them.
He learned to stop when Frangois said “ho”, and to go when he
said “mush”.

. “Those three are very good dogs,” Francois told Perrault. “Buck
pulls well and learns quickly.”

That afternoon Perrault bought two huskies called Billee and
Joe. They were brothers. Billee was very friendly but Joe was the
opposite. In the evening Perrault bought another dog called
Sol-leks. He was an old husky with only one eye. He made no
friends and wanted to be alone.

That night Buck had another problem. Where could he sleep?
Francois and Perrault were in their tent. When Buck tried to enter

1. harness: B H o
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The Call of the Wild

they shouted angrily at him. It was terribly cold and windy
outside.

He tried to sleep in the snow. But it was too cold. Buck walked
sadly around the tent. He looked for the other dogs but he could
not find them. Where were they? Buck was very cold and unhappy.
He did not know what to do.

Suddenly he fell into a hole. ! He felt something move and then
heard a friendly bark. Under the snow, in the warm hole he saw
Billee. Billee licked Buck’s face with his warm, wet tongue.

Another lesson. So that was how the dogs slept. Buck chose a

e ——

1. hole: ] ° =
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The Law of Club and Fang

place and made a hole. In a minute he was warm and asleep. He
slept well but had bad dreams.

The noises of the camp woke him up the next morning.

“What did I say,” Francois shouted to Perrault. “That Buck
learns quickly.” :

Perrault smiled. He was a courier ! for the Canadian
Government. He transported important documents and he needed
the best dogs. He bought three dogs that morning. Now there
were nine dogs in a harness and they were going up the Dyea
Canyon.

1. courier: {53
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The Call of the Wild

The work was hard ' but Buck liked it. He was surprised that
Dave and Sol-leks were not bored now. Pulling in a harness was
their job and they were happy. All the dogs were alert? and active.

Billee was the sled dog. He was nearest to the sled. Dave was in
front of him. Then there was Buck. In front of them were the other
dogs. Spitz was the leader in front. Dave and Sol-leks were Buck’s
teachers. When Buck pulled the wrong way Dave always bit his leg
lightly. * Buck learned quickly.

It was a hard journey up the canyon, through Sheep Camp and
into the mountains. That night they camped at Lake Bennett.
Thousands of gold miners were there. Buck made his hole in the
snow and slept well.

Very early the next morning Buck and his team started pulling
the sled again. That day they traveled forty miles on a good trail. But
the next day there was no trail. The dogs worked harder and they
traveled slowly.

Perrault usually went in front of the dogs. With his snowshoes *
he made the snow flat. Francois guided the sled from behind.
Perrault was in a hurry. He knew all about ice and this was very
important. In the fall the ice was very thin.

Day after day Buck worked hard and pulled the sled. The dogs
started before it was light and stopped in the evening after dark.
They ate a piece of fish and went to sleep. Buck was always
hungry. Everyday he ate a pound and a half of fish. But it was

1. hard: 352 - 3. lightly : ¥:424b -
2. alert : HHEHER - 4. snowshoes : H#E o
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The Law of Club and Fang

never enough. One day he saw another dog called Pike steal !
meat from Perrault. Buck did the same the next day and no one
saw him.

Buck was learning to live in the hostile Northland. In the
Southland he never stole but he was never hungry. In the
Southland there was the law of love and friendship.

The man with the red sweater taught him the law
of club and fang.

He learned to eat all kinds of food. He
learned to fight and became very clever.
He became stronger and more primitive, 2
The natural forces inside of him
became alive. It was easy for Buck
to fight like a wolf because it
was in his blood. At night he
looked at a star and howled,
like his ancestors?® did long

ago. Buck was
following his
instinct.

1. steal : ffi
2. primitive : UG -
3. ancestors : % -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

What happened up to now? Look at the eventis below and put them in
the correct order using the numbers 1 to 8. The first is done for you.

..... a. A fat man with a red sweater hit Buck with a club many times.

..... b. One day Manuel sold Buck to another man.

..... c. At night Buck did not know where to sleep but Billee helped him.
d. The Narwhal tock Buck and other dogs to the cold Northland.

. e. After some time Buck's natural instinct grew, and he became
stronger and more primitive.

.1.. f. Buck was the king at Judge Miller’s Place in California.

. g. Francgois put a harness on Buck and he learned to work like
a sled dog.

.. h. Some men put Buck in a crate and then on a train for Seattle.

e Read the passage below and choose the correct word A, B, C or D for
each space. The first is done for you.

Curly and she fell *..... the 2..... . Buck often saw this *..... in his dreams.
Francois put a harness on *..... and he pulled the sled 5.....
a horse. Buck worked and did his ¢..... . He 7..... quickly. Every morning

the noise of the camp 2..... him up.

0. A Near B By C With DIn

1. Ato B at Cby

2. A floor B earth C land D ground
3. A photo B story C scene D show
4, A he B him Cit D you

5. A like B how C liked D same
6. A well B good C best D better
7. Alearns B learned C learning D learn
8. A wakes B wake C woken D woke
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GRAMMAR CHECK

Look at these sentences from Chapter Three:

The work was hard but Buck liked it. In this sentence "like” is a verb,

So now he must work like a horse.

It was easy for Buck to fight like a wolf,

In these sentences "like” is o preposition. It says that two things are
similar,

Match the following sentences and say if “like” is a preposition (p) or a
verb (v).

1. The nine dogs A like an angry wolf.

2. The young woman swam B liked Francois and Perrcult,
3. Did he C like a prison for Buck.

4. Spitz fought D liked pulling the sled.

5. The big crate was E like the fish or the meat?

6. Buck F like a champion.

LIl 2[00 <00 <00 0O &[0
LOOKING AT PICTURES

Look at the picture on pages 34 and 35 and discuss the following
questions with your friends.

a. What's the weather like?
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f. What are they wearing?

@ WORD SQUARE

A Find the names of the eight dogs and the two men in Chapter
Three and circle them. Then match each of the names
to the descriptions below.

G HLBA Y S ToaB e WS s e e e

OB A S T H X N

AN B D) R E

PRI I B e A I E 8

5 CoH POl AL QD R Z

B U CKiHEYL D R A

N R Q. J- 0 E =R A K

B LG EeRG T ULP

B SRS R B R VA = R U 5 R R P o

AaREP CURGBI R @ YN T e

X 5N F RANGCO N8BS
B o Buckhededhim. =0 s
b. Helicked Bueksface. @ = = = = cascmsesmmmm
. Hegulded thesled, =000 icssemesssmmars
d. He was Billee's brother. IRVRTR T T NN SO S
e. She was attacked and killed by ahusky. ...
f. He was old and had only one eye. Sol-leks,..
g. He stole meat from Perrault. @000 e
h. He was a government courier.
i. He bit Buck'sleg lightly.
. HewdsSboininGaliforinsd:. ===z 2 seosonssassaosuas
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THE KLONDIKE
GOLD RUSH

In August 1896 George Carmack and his Indian friends saw
something yellow and shiny in a river in the Klondike Region in
northwest Canada. It was gold! George and his friends were very
happy and excited. They worked all day and found lots of gold. They
called the place Bonanza Creek.
After a few days George and his
friends traveled down the Yukon
Valley to the police station in Fort
Cudahy. They told the police of
their discovery. Then they went to

the saloon to drink and celebrate. They
told everyone about the gold at Bonanza Creek.
But not many people believed them.

In the spring of 1897 some men went to look for
gold in the Klondike and they found lots of it.
Newspapers all over the world began writing about the discovery of
gold in the Klondike. In July 1897 a ship full of gold miners arrived in
San Francisco Bay. They were returning from the Klondike and they
all had big bags full of gold. The Gold Rush was starting!

Over one hundred thousand people traveled to the Klondike to look
for gold. They came from all parts of the world, but many of them
were not miners. They knew nothing about the Arctic weather, the
difficult living conditions and the transportation problems.

To reach the Klondike these people took a ship to Skagway or Dyea
(see map on page 12). From there they crossed ' the Chilkoot Pass. The

1. crossed : Mg o
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Chilkoot Pass was very steep! and extremely dangerous. Most miners
carried their supplies on their backs. A few had dogs and sleds.

After they crossed the Chilkoot Pass the miners built small boats to
cross the mountain lakes and rivers. Many miners died before reaching
the Klondike. Others died during the long, harsh > winter. Only about
4,000 miners found gold but not all of them became rich!

Dawson City grew very quickly during the gold rush. There were
hotels, banks, shops, saloons and the Palace Grand Theater. The
miners went to Dawson to buy supplies, ? to go to the bank and to

Qﬂ@sﬂdmrﬂ@j : R
- 2 ey
Crossing the Chilkoot Pass.

&
1. steep : BENIY - K et
2. harsh : R ¢
3. supplies : R o

Peter Newark’s American Pictures




drink at the saloons. After a day or two at
Dawson they returned to the rivers and
forests to look for gold. The gold rush
lasted until about 1910. But some people
still look for gold in the Klondike!

Today you can visit the Dawson City
Museum and see interesting exhibits!

about the gold rush. You can also visit

the Palace Grand Theater and watch the

Gaslight Follies Show. At the MacBride Museum in Whitehorse you
can see the world’s biggest collection of Yukon gold.

1. exhibits : JEY%i »

Mountains and lakes in the Yukon Territory.




gﬁ Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (/) A, if it is not correct, tick (/) B.

. George Carmack and his friends discovered gold at
a place called Bonanza Creek.

. The police at Fort Cudahy put Carmack in prison for
a few days.

. Newspapers all over the world wrote about
the discovery of gold in northwest Canada.

d. Only American miners went to look for gold.

. The miners took a train from Skagway or Dyea to
Dawson City.

Many miners became rich in a year.

. The Arctic weather and difficult living conditions
killed many miners.

PROJECT QN THE WEES

Let's find out more information about the Klondike Gold
Rush, the Klondike Gold Rush Ghosts and the beautiful
Klondike region.

Work in groups and plan a trip to the Klondike Region for the
month of August. Make a list of the places you want to visit
and assemble the information in a booklet.

Use one of the following search engines:

http://wwWww.yahoo.com
http://wWww.searchalot.com
http://www.altavista.com

Type in KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH.

HAVE A GOOD TRIP!




CHAPTER FOUR

The Attack

3 he primitive spirit of his ancestors was strong
in Buck. And under the harsh conditions of
his new life this spirit grew. He hated Spitz

L _ more and more, but he did not want to start a
fight. Buck was careful, he did nothing without thinking.
Spitz always showed his teeth to Buck. He wanted to start a
fight. Buck knew that a fight meant the death of one or the
other.
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The Call of the Wild

One night the fight almost happened. They stopped at Lake
Laberge. It was snowing heavily and the wind was strong and cold.
Perrault and Frangois made a fire on the ice.

Buck made a hole in the snow. It was warm and comfortable. He
did not want to leave it to get his piece of fish. When Buck finished
cating the fish he went back to his hole and found Spitz in it.

Buck did not want to fight with Spitz but this was too much.
He jumped on Spitz with great anger. Spitz was very surprised. He
knew Buck was big, but he did not know he was so wild. Francois
was surprised too.

“A-a-ah!” he cried to Buck. “Give it to him!! Give it to him!”

Both dogs wanted to fight. They circled each other and waited
for a chance to jump in.

Suddenly Perrault shouted and they saw about a hundred thin,
hungry dogs. They came from an Indian village and they were
looking for food. Perrault and Frangois hit them with their clubs
but the hungry dogs showed their teeth and attacked. One dog
found the food box and in a moment twenty dogs ate the bread and
the meat. The smell of food made them crazy.

The dogs looked like skeletons > with wild eyes and sharp ?
fangs. Three of them attacked Buck and bit his head and shoulders.
Dave and Sol-leks fought courageously side by side. Joe attacked
the dogs too.

Buck bit a dog in the neck and tasted * its blood. The taste of

1. Giveittohim: (ME4b4F) Fdifl - 3. sharp : RFIM o ﬁ
—
2. skeleton : fif - 4. tasted : (MbAbIR) X -
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The Attack

blood made him fiercer. ' He jumped on another dog and then felt
teeth in his own neck. Spitz was attacking him from the side.

Perrault and Frangois came with clubs to help their dogs. The
hungry dogs ran away, but only for a moment. When the two men
ran back to save their food, the dogs attacked again. The terrible
fight continued.

Later the nine team-dogs ran away and hid in the forest. They
passed the night there. Each dog was hurt in four or five places and
Joe lost his eye.

Early the next morning they slowly walked back to camp.
Perrault and Francois were angry. Half of their food was gone and
one dog ate Perrault’s shoe.

Francois looked at the poor dogs and said, “Ah, my friends,
perhaps those bites will make you crazy dogs. What do you think,
Perrault?”

Perrault said nothing. There were four hundred miles between
him and Dawson. He hoped his dogs were not crazy!

After two hours of hard work the team started traveling. The
next part of the trail was the most difficult.

The Thirty Mile > River was not frozen ? because the water
moved too quickly. It took six days to travel those terrible thirty
miles. They were terrible because every step was dangerous for the
dogs and the men.

They found twelve ice bridges across the river. And Perrault fell

1. fiercer : W%k o
2. mile: %M (1 %8 = 1.609 AH) -
3. frozen : &5k -
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The Call of the Wild

through all of them!! His long stick ? saved him. The temperature
was 50 °F? below zero. Each time Perrault fell into the icy water
he built a fire to dry and warm himself.

Perrault was not afraid of anything. This is why he was a
government courier. He was often in danger. Once the sled with
Buck and Dave fell through the ice. When Perrault and Francois
pulled them out of the river they were covered with ice. The men
built a fire to save the dogs.

When they arrived in Hootalinqua, Buck and the other dogs
were exhausted. However, they were late and Perrault made them
run faster. In three days they traveled one hundred and ten miles
and reached a place called Five Fingers.

Buck’s feet were not as hard as the feet of the huskies. His feet
were still soft because of his comfortable life with the Judge. His
feet hurt a lot all day. That night at the camp he lay down * like a
dead dog. He was hungry but he could not walk to get his fish. So
Frangois brought it to him. Every evening after dinner Francois
massaged Buck’s feet for half an hour. He made four little shoes
for Buck. Now Buck was more comfortable. One morning Francois
forgot the shoes and Buck lay on his back with his feet in the air.
He did not want to move without his shoes. Later his feet grew
hard and the shoes were not necessary.

1. fell through all of them : I il i BL -

2. stick : # o \

3. 50 °F:4R[% 50 JE -
4. lay down : §§ F{KE o
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Read the sentences below and for each question choose the correct

DERSTANDING THE TEXT

answer A, B, C or D.

1.

Buck hated Spitz,

A [ | but he did not want to start a fight.
B [ | and he was afraid of him.

C [ | and he took his food.

D [ | and he always bit his leg.

. One night after Buck finished eating his fish,

A [ ] he took Spitz’s fish.

B [ | he played with Billee.

C [ | he found Spitz in his hole.
D [ | he sat near the fire.

. About a hundred dogs attacked the camp

A [ ] because they wanted to fight.

B | | because they were very hungry.

C [ | but Frangois and Perrault killed them.
D [ | but the Indians stopped them.

. After the attack the team-dogs

A | | ate their fish.

B [ | went to sleep in the snow.
C [ | hid in the mountains.

D [ | hid in the forest.

"How long did it take to travel thirty miles?

A [ | Sixteen days.
B [ | Six days.

C [ | A week.

D [ | Six weeks.
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6. How many times did Perrault fall into the icy water?
A [ ] Twice.
B [ | Ten times.
C [ ] Six times.
D [ | Twelve times.

7. Buck's feet hurt a lot
A [ | and he could not pull the sled.
B [ | and he cried.
C [ ] because they were soft.
D [ | because Spitz bit them.

8. Perrault made the dogs run faster
A [ | because they were late.
B [ | because they were too slow.
C [ ] and Buck fell through the ice.
D [ | and Frangois was angry.

o Write a suitable question for the following answers.

The men and the dogs stopped at Lake Lakerge.
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GRAMMAR CHECK
A Look at the adjectives in the box below.
Match an adjective in column A to its opposite in column B.

- A B )

angry @ ® cenergetic
warm @ ® calm
comfortable © ® cold
dangerous @ ® full
exhausted @ ®  fat
harsh e ® civilized
hungry @ ® mild
primitive e ® uncomfortable
thin @ ® safe

\4 o

B Circle in blue the adjectives that describe Buck or Buck’s life at the
beginning of the story. Underline in red the adjectives that
describe Buck or his life now.

» VOCABULARY

“Look” is a verb that changes meaning when a different preposition is
used. Look at these sentences from Chapter Four.

The-hungry dogs were looking for food.

This means that they were trying to find food.
The dogs looked like skeletons.

This means that they were similar to skeletons.

Frangois looked at the wounded dogs.
This means that Frangois saw /examined the dogs.




Complete these sentences with for, like or at.

a. What are you looking ............... ? My book. I know I put it in my
bag.

b. What is he doing? He's looking ............... the stars. It's his favorite
hobby.

¢. Robert looks ............... Richard. It's obvious that they are brothers.

o IR 1 ] < M that bird. It's very big.

e. My shoes look ............... your shoes. They are very similar.

f. T looking oo some information on the Internet.

Look at "look" in your dictionary to see some other meanings.

o READING AND WRITING

A Francois writes a letter to his brother Albert. He wants to tell him
about the new dog Buck and about his job with Perrault. Circle
the correct word to complete the letter.

Dear Albert,

| 1 am ‘work/worked/working in the Yukon Territory with a man called

| Perrault. He is ?France-Canadian/French-Canadian/Canadian and
he is a courier for *the miners/Dawson/the government. | help him

| take *food/documents/money from Dyea to Dawson City. The work

| is interesting but the Stimel/day/weather is very cold.

Yesterday about/some/many a hundred hungry dogs "visited/ate/

attacked us! It was 8terribly/fun/terrible.

Buck is a new dog on the team and | like him best of all.

He comes °by/with/from the Southland and he is learning about
the Northland. Buck is big and strong, but his Ynosellegs/feet are
still soft. | "did/make/made four little shoes for him last week.

Now he is more comfortable. Buck likes eating fish and meat.

I hope to see you 2at/infon the summer.

Your brother,
Francois




B Now write a short e-mail to your penfriend and tell her/him about
your pet.

BEFORE YOU READ

€ LOOKING AT PICTURES
Look at the picture on pages 58 and 59.

What is the name of the town?

What are the people wearing?

How many horses are there?

How many dogs are there?

Where can the miners buy food and clothing?

0 p0U R

Where can the people drink and rest?

DISCUSSION
The title of Chapter Five is “The Big Fight*. Answer the following
questions. Discuss with your friends.

a. Whom do you think fights?
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Big Fight

t Pelly River one morning Dolly suddenly
went crazy. She howled like a wolf and then
jumped at Buck. Buck knew this was
something terrible and ran away. Dolly was
behind him. Buck was afraid. He ran as fast as he could through
the woods, ! across the ice and back to the river. Dolly was one
step behind him. Buck could hear her growling angrily.
“Buck! Buck!” Francois called.

1. woods : ##k
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The Big Fight

“Frangois can save me,” Buck thought and ran to him.

Francois had an axe ! ready in his hand. As Buck ran past him
he axe fell down on Dolly’s head.

‘Buck lay down near the sled. He was exhausted. This was
pitz's opportunity. He jumped at Buck and bit him very hard.
rancois saw this and hit Spitz.

e”That Spitz is a devil,” 2 said Perrault. “Some day he will klll
Buck.”

“Buck is like two devils. I know this for sure. Some day Buck
will get very angry and eat up? Spitz,” Francois said.

From then on it was war between Spitz and Buck. Spitz was the
lead-dog * and master of the team. Buck wanted to be the lead-dog.
It was part of his nature. Spitz knew this and hated him. Buck was
dangerous because he was strong, clever and patient.

When the dogs made mistakes Buck protected them from Spitz.
One morning Pike did not want to get up and Spitz looked for him
everywhere. When he found Pike he jumped at him but Buck
suddenly attacked Spitz. Francois whipped Buck with all his
strength. This did not stop Buck. Frangois whipped him again and
again. The other dogs saw this and it became difficult for Spitz to
lead them.

Day after day Buck protected the other dogs from Spitz. Buck
did it 'secretly when Frangois was not looking. Things began to
change on the team. The dogs did not respect or obey Spitz. The
‘team became worse. There was always more trouble and Buck was

1. axe: 73k o
3. eatup: (IHAL4R) 3% -

2. devil : (IEALIR) RIFMEIY - 4. lead-dog : fik Bi b & M 4 -
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responsible for it.
Frangois was worried about Buck and Spitz. “Those dogs will

have a big fight one day,” he thought. But the days passed without
a big fight.

They arrived in Dawson City on a cold gray afternoon. There
were many men and dogs in Dawson. The dogs did all kinds of
work. Buck met some Southland dogs but most of the dogs

!Eﬂ!"ﬂm’




The Big Fight

were huskies.

At night there was the aurora borealis ! and the stars danced in
the sky. Every night at nine o’clock, at twelve and at three all the
dogs howled together. Buck liked to howl with them. It was a
strange song of the night from thousands of years ago. It was the
song of Buck’s ancestors. It was about the difficulties of life.

They left Dawson after seven days. Perrault had some important

1. aurora borealis : Jb#Z -
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The Call of the Wild

letters. He wanted to return to Dyea as fast as possible. The dogs
were rested and in good condition.

On the first day they traveled fifty miles and on the second day
they were on the Yukon River near Pelly.

Francois had many problems with the team. The dogs did not
work well together.
Buck and Spitz hated

each other. Thi

him anymore.
Frangois often
stopped the sled
because the dogs were
fighting. Frangois knew
that Buck caused the

trouble. But Buck was very

i - clever and Frangois never saw

& him. Buck worked hard and he
B, loved pulling the sled.

& One night after dinner Dub found a

snow rabbit. In a moment all the dogs were

running after it. Nearby there was a camp of the Northwest
Police with fifty dogs. The fifty dogs started running after the
rabbit too. The rabbit ran quickly on the soft snow, but it was
more difficult for the dogs. Buck led the pack ' of sixty dogs and he

1. pack: —Hf -
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was very happy. He was hunting his food and he felt alive. His
splendid body moved forward in the white moonlight.

In the end Spitz caught the rabbit. He broke its back with his
teeth and threw it in the air. Buck attacked Spitz. The dogs fell in
the snow. Spitz bit Buck twice and then jumped away. He watched
Buck carefully.

Buck knew this was the big fight. Either he or Spitz must die.
Their ears went back and they growled angrily. They watched each
other carefully and they circled slowly. The night was silent and
everything was white in the moonlight. The other dogs ate the
rabbit and then turned to watch the fight.

Spitz was a great fighter and he was intelligent. Buck tried to
bite his throat but Spitz always defended himself. Every time Buck
attacked, Spitz moved away and bit him on the side. Soon Buck
was covered with blood. The fight was desperate. !

But Buck had a good imagination. He fought with his instinct
but also with his head. Buck attacked again but at the last minute
he went under Spitz and bit his left leg. The bone broke and Spitz
stood on three legs. Buck attacked three more times and then
broke his right leg.

There was no hope for Spitz now. The silent circle of dogs
moved closer to Spitz. They waited for the end. Then Buck
attacked again. Spitz fell down on the snow. He disappeared under
the circle of the other dogs. Buck stood and watched. He was the
champion.?

1. desperate : Pfirft -
2. champion : JEF|F -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

0 Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect.
If it is correct, tick (/) A; if it is not correct, tick (/) B.

a. Dolly ran after Buck because she wanted to
play with him.

b. Spitz was the master of the team.

c. When Francgois was not looking, Buck
protected the other dogs from Spitz.

d. All the dogs in Dawson City were from
the Southland.

e. At night Buck liked howling with the other dogs.

f. There were problems on the team because
Buck caused trouble.

g. Spitz led a pack of sixty dogs and chased
a snow rabbit.

h. Spitz was a great fighter and Buck was
afraid of him.

i. Buck broke Spitz's front legs and Spitz fell
down on the snow and died.
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LISTENING

A journalist from the Dawson City Gazette interviews Perrault. Listen to

the interview and for each question indicate the correct answer A, B,
CorD.

1. What does Perrault take from Dyea to Dawson City?

(LT Tt

i
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4. When does Perrault stop to rest and eat?

5. What do Perrault and Francois eat?

6. When did Perrault arrive in Dawson City?

D[]

189

:Dc.en-t\' Decewoer
\ Tharsday k Sunday
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PETS AND OTHER ANIMALS
a. Do you have a pet?
YOS MBI v sssammivsnssnas . Go to b.

No. Go toc.

b. Do you look after your pet?
AlWAYS oo Sometimes ..................
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¢. If you have a pet, what must you do?
.................... feed it
................... take it for a walk
.................. brush it
................... give it a bath
................... play with it
.................... take it to the vet

DID YOU KNOW?

Some animals are stray
animals. They don't
have a master. No one
loves them or looks after
them. These animals live
in the streets and they
are unhappy. They are
often hungry, thirsty,
cold and ill. Stray dogs
suffer a lot because dogs
are pack animals and
they don't want to live
alone.

Some people abandon
their dogs in the
summer. They go on
vacation and they don'‘t
want to take their dogs
with them. This is very
cruell The poor dog is A dog never abandons its master.
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suddenly alone. It doesn't know where to go or what to do. A dog
never abandons its master. But some cruel masters abandon their
dogs.

There are many societies that want to protect animals. In America
there is the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(ASPCA). In Great Britain there is the Royal Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (RSPCA). They work with people, governments
and teachers to protect animails,

Are there similar societies in your country?
What do they do?

See more information about the ASPCA and the RSPCA
on the Internet.
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BEFORE YOU READ

o LISTENING
Listen to the first part of Chapter Six and decide if each statement
is correct or incorrect. If it is correct tick (/) A; if it is not correct,
tick (/) B.
A B

a. Francois found Spitz's dead body. L] [
b. Frangois wanted to put Sol-leks in

the lead position. L] T .
c. Buck was angry and attacked Francois. [] )
d. Perrault went to get a heavy club. =] ]
e. Buck became the new lead-dog and

he was very happy. Ll ]
f. The temperature was 25 °F below zero. Ol E]
g. They reached Skagway after 14 days. L1 [

) LOOKING AT PICTURES
~ Look at the picture on page 70.

a. What is the man wearing?

c¢. Circle the adjectives in the box below that You can use to describe
the man.

friendly angry happy cruel funny sad
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CHAPTER SIX

he next morning Frangois could not find Spitz
and he saw Buck covered with blood.
“What did I say? Buck is a great fighter!” said
Francois.

Perrault looked at the wounds ' on Buck’s body and said, “That
Spitz fought like a devil.”

“And Buck fought like two devils,” Francois said. “Now we can
travel faster. No more Spitz, no more trouble.”

Frangois started to harness the dogs. Buck walked to Spitz’s old

1. wounds: {511 -
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The New Lead-Dog

position. But Francois put Sol-leks in the lead position. Buck
jumped angrily at Sol-leks.

“Eh?” Francois cried. “Look at that Buck. He killed Spitz and
now he wants his place. Go away, Buck.” But Buck did not move.

Sol-leks was not happy. He was afraid of Buck. When Francois
turned his back Buck pushed Sol-leks away.

Frangois was angry. “Now, I'll show you!”

He went to get a heavy club. Buck remembered the man in the
red sweater and moved away.

“Come here, Buck,” said Francgois.

Buck did not obey. He wanted to be the lead-dog because he
won the fight with Spitz.

The two men tried to put on the harness but he always moved away.

“Come here, Buck,” Perrault said. But Buck did not move.

It was late. Frangois put Sol-leks in his old place. Perrault looked
at his watch and he was angry. “Put down the club, Frangois!”

Frangois put down the club and Buck came to the front of the
team. Francois put on the harness and the sled started moving.

Buck was an excellent lead-dog. He moved and thought quickly.
The other dogs worked harder with Buck. The team traveled faster
and faster.

“Buck is the best dog! The very best!” Francois said.

It was 45 °F below zero. Some days the dogs traveled sixty miles
or more. After fourteen days they reached Skagway. The dog team
was the center of attention. Then the two men received orders
from the Canadian government. Francois put his arms around
Buck and cried. Then the two men left and Buck did not see them
again.
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The Call of the Wild

Another man took Buck and his team back to Dawson. The sled
was very heavy because it carried mail for the gold miners. Buck
did not like it, but he and the other dogs worked hard. It was not
an interesting life. One day was like another.

They started before it was light. At night they camped and this
was the best part of the day. The dogs ate some fish and rested by
the fire. Buck loved to rest by the fire. Sometimes he thought of
Judge Miller’s big house and his life there. He also thought about
the man in the red sweater, the death of Curly and the big fight
with Spitz. Other times he remembered his parents, his ancestors
and the world of long ago.

The journey was hard and the mail was heavy. The dogs were
tired and weak. ! They needed a long rest. But after only two days
they were traveling again. The dogs and the men were unhappy.

Each night the men took care of* their dogs. They looked at their
feet but the dogs became weaker every day. Billee cried in his sleep
and was very unfriendly. Dave was tired and ill. Something was
wrong with him. When they stopped in the evening he lay down and
did not stand up until morning. The men were worried about Dave.
They did not understand his illness.

One day Dave could not pull the sled anymore. He cried sadly
when Sol-leks took his place. The next morning Dave could not
move. The driver took his pistol and walked away. The dogs heard
a shot. * The man came back quickly and the sled moved again.
Buck and the other dogs knew what happened to Dave.

1. weak: FEHH -
2. took care of : JAK} o
3. shot: R o
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The Call of the Wild

Thirty days after leaving Dawson City the team arrived in
Skagway. The dogs were exhausted ! and thin. They needed a long
rest. The men needed new, strong dogs to pull the sled.

They sold the old, tired dogs. Two American men called Hal and
Charles bought Buck and his team. They bought other dogs too.
Charles was forty years old and Hal was a young man. Charles’
wife Mercedes was also with them. They knew nothing about life
in the Northland and they made many mistakes.

They put too many things on their sled and tried to start. The
dogs pulled hard for a few moments and then stopped. They could
not move it because it was too heavy.

“These lazy animals!” cried Hal with a whip in his hand.

“They’re very weak,” said a man. “They need a rest.”

“Nonsense! They're very lazy,” said Hal. “Mush!” he cried.
“Mush!”

Hal whipped the dogs again and again.

Another man said, “I don’t care about you, but I care about the
dogs. Break the ice around the sled, and then the dogs can pull.” |

Hal broke the ice and the sled moved forward.

The unhappy team moved on. Day after day Hal whipped the
poor dogs. He gave them little food to eat. They were very tired
and very hungry. They looked like skeletons. Dub hurt himself
and was shot. Billee and some other dogs died.

“Soon we will all die,” Buck thought.

1. exhausted : fIE N )L ©
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» Put the following sentences in the correct order, 1 to 7. The first is done

for you.

..... a. Perrault saw the wounds on Buck's body.
..... b. Buck was angry and jumped at Sol-leks.

..... €. Frangois put down the club and Buck became the lead-dog.

..... d. Francois put Sol-leks in the lead position.

. e Frangois looked for Spitz but could not find him.

..... g. Frangois went to get a club.

each space. The first is done for you.

The team traveled very fast with their new leader.

Read the passage below and choose the correct word A, B, C,orDfor

When the dog team °.D.. Skagway, Frangois put his arms ! ... Buck and
said goodbye. Now Buck and the other dogs pulled a very heavy sled.
2. carried mail for the miners. At night they rested and ate

LI the fire. The work was hard and the dogs became 4..... every day.

Dave became ill and could not pull the sled 5

.He®.... sadly and

that was the end of Dave. The men sold the tired dogs to two
Americans. They knew 7 ... about the Northland. The dogs ate very
S food. Hal whipped ?..... and maony dogs 1°..... :

A arrived
A with
ATt

Ain

A weak
A anyone
A cried
A no

A tiny

A him

A died

O ® N0, WDND=O

._.
°©

B came
B around
B We

B by

B weaker
B anything
Bcry

B none

B little

B they

B dies

C left

C by

C He

C front

C weakest
C anymore
C crying

C anything
C small

C them

C dead
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DISCUSSION
At the end of Chapter Six, Buck is very tired and hungry. Discuss the
questions below with your friends.

a. Do you think he can continue to pull the sled?

% LOOKING AT PICTURES
Look at the picture on pages 84 and 85.

What season IS 1?7 ..o
Is the WOeTr WOIIN? .. i
D5 5y € ok 1 2 Tl i M o ¥ s NN SIS D .+ SO ..
What is the man in the river holding onto? .........cooovcviiiiiiiiinn,
What is the man in the white shirt holding? .........cocoeiiiiiiiiiiinn
Whiiare the twornien mnmne? & damndsin b o sl

0 a0 0vaA

The title of Chapter Seven is “For the Love of a Man”. Look at the
names below. Do you think Buck loved any of these men? Say why or
why not. Discuss your opinions with your friends.

h 4

Judge Miller the man with the red sweater
Frangois Perrault Hal Charles

e.g. I think Buck loved Judge Miller because he was Buck'’s friend in the
Southland.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

For the Love of a Man

&

nly five dogs reached John Thornton’s camp:
Joe, Pike, Sol-leks, Teek and Buck. They fell
on the ground and could not move. They were
almost dead.
It was nearly the end of winter and it was a beautiful day. John
Thornton was repairing an axe.
“Is it safe to cross the river here?” asked Hal.
“Oh no, it’s very dangerous. The ice is too thin,” answered
Thornton.

Hal looked at him and said, “I don’t believe you. We must go to
Dawson.”
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For the Love of a Man

He took his whip and cried, “Come on, Buck! Let’s go!”
Thornton knew these people were stupid and did not

- understand. The team did not move. After a while Sol-leks slowly
stood up. Joe was crying but he stood up. Pike tried twice and fell
| down. The third time he stood up. Buck did not try. Hal whipped

% him but Buck did not move.
Thornton wanted to speak but he did not. Hal was furious and
- took the club. He hit Buck again and again. But Buck did not want
to stand up. He had a strange feeling of doom.! He saw thin ice in
front of him. After so much suffering he did not feel the club.

Then suddenly Thornton jumped on Hal and threw him to the
ground.

“Don’t hit that dog again or I'll kill you,” Thornton cried.

“It's my dog,” said Hal. “Go away or I'll hit you too. I'm going
to Dawson.”

Thornton stood between him and Buck. Hal took out his long
knife. Thornton knocked it out of Hal’s hand. Then Thornton
picked it up and cut Buck’s harness.

Hal did not want to fight. Buck was almost dead. A few minutes
later Hal and the sled went along the river. Buck raised his head
and saw Pike, Sol-leks, Joe and Teek pulling the sled. Thornton
examined Buck’s body. He was looking for broken bones. Buck was
terribly thin and weak.

“You have many wounds, but no broken bones,” said Thornton.

Both dog and man watched the sled. It was crossing the ice in
the middle of the river. Suddenly the back of the sled went down

1. doom : JEI& °
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The Call of the Wild

and the front went up. There was a lot of screaming. ! Then a big
piece of ice broke and the dogs and the people disappeared.

John Thornton and Buck looked at each other. _

“You poor dog,” said Thornton and Buck licked his hand.

John Thornton was ill all winter. His friends left him at White
River while they went to Dawson. Thornton had a lot of food and
he was comfortable. Now it was spring and he was better. During
the warm spring days he and Buck sat by the river. Buck watched
the water and listened to the birds. He needed the long rest.
Slowly he became stronger and fatter.

John Thornton had two other dogs. Skeet was a small dog and
she made friends with Buck. When Buck was ill she took care of
him. She washed his cuts with her tongue. Nig was a big friendly
dog. His eyes laughed. When Buck became stronger the three dogs
played together. Thornton sometimes played with them.

The days passed happily. For the first time Buck learned to love.
He and Judge Miller were very good friends, but Buck did not love
him.

John Thornton saved Buck’s life and he was the perfect master.
He loved his dogs and took good care of them. The dogs were like
his children. He always talked to Buck. He took Buck’s head
between his hands and shook it lovingly. He adored Thornton.
When Thornton touched him or spoke to him he was wild with
happiness. 2 He sat near Thornton and looked at his face for hours.
At first Buck followed Thornton everywhere. He did not want
Thornton to leave like Francois and Perrault.

1. screaming : ZRm] - 2. wild with happiness : %% -
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The Call of the Wild ,‘(‘ %_\

Buck was very happy with Thornton but he was a dog of the
Northland. He dreamed of other animals and heard them calling
him. It was the call of the wild. Sometimes Buck wanted to answer
the call. He often went into the forest but he always returned to
Thornton.

Buck was not interested in other men. When Thornton’s friends
Hans and Pete returned, Buck did not netice them. He knew they
were Thornton’s good friends and so he accepted them. Hans and
Pete saw that Buck loved only Thornton and no one else. He was
always happy to obey Thornton.

One day they were in Circle City. “Black” Burton was a bad and
cruel man. He was in a saloon and he was fighting with another
man. Thornton tried to stop them. Buck sat in a corner and watched.
Burton hit Thornton and he almost fell. There was a loud growl and
Buck jumped into the air at Burton’s throat. The man put up his arm
and saved his life. Then he fell to the ground with Buck on top of
him. Buck bit into his throat. Some people pulled Buck off the man.
A doctor arrived and examined Burton’s throat.

“The dog attacked only because Thornton was in danger,”
someone said. From that day Buck’s name became famous all over
the Northland.

In the fall of that year Buck saved Thornton’s life another time.
The three men were going down the river. Thornton was in the
boat and Hans and Pete were on the river bank. ! They were
holding the boat with a rope. Buck was on the bank and watched ‘
his master. Soon they came to a dangerous part of the river. The 3

1. bank: (Hb38) WE -
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For the Love of a Man

' boat was going too fast because the current! was strong. Hans
~ pulled the rope to stop the boat, but it turned over. Thornton fell
‘ into the water.

. Buck jumped in immediately and swam to his master. Thornton
,, took Buck’s tail 2 and Buck swam bravely towards the river bank.
- But they moved slowly because the river pushed them to the
rocks.

“We can’t get to the river bank because the current is too
strong,” said Thornton. He held onto a rock and let go of Buck’s
tail. Then he cried, “Go, Buck! Go!”

Buck obeyed and swam to the river bank. Hans and Pete pulled
him out of the river.

“We must work fast to save Thornton. He’s in great danger!”
- said Pete.

They tied a rope around Buck and he jumped into the river
again. The river carried him past Thornton but he finally reached
him. Thornton held on to Buck, and Hans and Pete pulled the rope
very hard. Thornton and Buck disappeared under the water.

When Hans and Pete pulled them out they both seemed dead.
But they slowly opened their eyes. Thornton examined Buck’s
body and found three broken bones.

“We must camp here until Buck is better,” said Thornton.

1. current: (BLALHE) K - 2. tail : BE -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Read the sentences below and for each question choose the correct
answer A, B, C or D.

1. When the five dogs reached John Thornton's camp
A [_] they were fighting.
B [ | they all died.
C [ | it was snowing.
D [ ] it was a beautiful day.

2. It was dangerous to cross the river because
A [ it was dark.
B [ ] the ice was too thin.
C [ | there were no boats.
D [ ] there was a big storm.

3. Hal hit Buck with the club because
A [ ] Buck did not want to stand up.
B [ _| Buck was attacking him.
C [_] Buck was fighting with Sol-leks.
D [ ] Buck took Pike's fish.

4. John Thornton protected Buck from Hal
A [ ] but Buck was already dead.
B [ | but Buck ran away.
C [ ] and cut his harness.
D [_] but Buck followed the other dogs.

5. Hal, Charles, Mercedes and the dogs
A D disappeared under the ice.
B [ ] arrived in Dawson City at night.
C [ ] stopped at White River.
D[] stayed at Thornton's camp for a week.
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. Buck became stronger and made friends with
A [ ] Hans and Pete.
B [ ] Skeet and Nig.
C [ | Homs.
D [ ] Pete.

. Buck loved only one man:
A [ ] Judge Miller
B [ | Francois
C [ ] John Thornton
D [ | Perrault

. Buck attacked "Black” Burton because
A [ ] he whipped him.
B [ | he was a cruel master.
C [ | Hans and Pete were in danger.
D [ ]| Thornton was in danger.

. Where was Buck when Thornton was on the boat?
A [ ] On the boat with him.
B [ | On the river bank.
C [ ] In the forest.
D [ ] In the saloon.

10. When Buck came out of the river he
A [ ] returned to Circle City.
B [ | slept near the fire.
C [ ] had three broken bones.
D [ | ate some fish.
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WRITING

A You are John Thornton and you want to write a letter to your
mother and father. You want to tell them about Buck. Fill in the
gaps with words from the text.

Dear Mother and Father,

I'havea new e called Buck. He 2..........cooeuue. very
handsome and strong. Let me tell you what he did last week.

| WES 1080 sonssrerosrons on the river, Hans and Pete were on the
FIVEH A ssiraenspitis holding the boat with a rope. The current
was very strong and suddenly the boat turned over and |
8 s into the water. Buck ®..................... in and ewam to
e heldihie T but the current was very strong.
Then Hans and Fete tied a 8., around him. He

| jumped in again and this time we reached the river bank. Buck
is a fantastic and very brave dog.

Love, John

B Now write a letter to a member of your family or friend saying
what you did last month.
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VOCABULARY
Did you know that there are words to describe different groups of
animals? Look at thesel!

A PACK of dogs/wolves

A SCHOOL of fish

A HERD of cattle/cows/buffalo

A FLOCK of birds/sheep/goats

A LITTER of puppies/kittens

A SWARM of insects

Use these new words to complete the following sentences.

Look aEThe vismrn of bees!

The mothercat had a ............... of kittens.

Wolves travelina ............... ;

............... of birds is flying over the trees.

There was d ............... of cattle on the farm.

.A ............... of dolphins was swimming near the beach.
o B e Bk of sheep was crossing the road.

Pa@ ™0 povyua
>

y - . of puppies is sleeping in front of the fire,

Pete was swimming neara ............... of fish.
The Indians ran after the ............... of buffalo.

—
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WOLVES

What do you know about wolves? Many legends and fairy tales
say that wolves are bad. But is this true?

Wolves lived on our planet in big numbers a million years ago.
During the centuries man killed a large part of the wolf population.
And today these splendid animals are in danger of extinction .
Wolves are very intelligent, social animals. They live, hunt and travel
in a family called a pack. The pack is very united and respects a
certain social order. Each pack has a leader and everyone obeys and
respects him. The leader keeps his tail and head high in the air. The
other wolves in the pack keep their tails low or between their legs.
When they are near the leader they keep their head down as a sign of

respect.

A splendid Canadian wolf.

1. extinction : Z0ff -
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When wolves mate! they stay
together forever and are faithful
to their partner. They don’t
change partners. When wolves
are old or sick the other pack
members look after them. They
bring them food and protect
them.

Wolves are great hunters
because they are strong, clever
and patient. The pack hunts
together and follows the leader.

Wolves usually hunt large
animals such as moose, 2 deer? A wolf pup.

and sheep.

In the spring the wolf pups * are born and they live in denss. A den is a
safe, warm place for the pups. When the pups are two months old they
leave the den and travel with their pack. The pack leader teaches the
pups to hunt and to do many other things too. Wolves are very
patient, loving parents.

Wolves communicate with each other and express their happiness
and sadness. When they are happy to see another wolf they lick its
face and ears! When they are angry they show their teeth.

Wolves also communicate with sounds. They howl to “talk” to their
pack or to call them together. They growl to scare another animal. They
bark to tell their pack of danger or to attack an enemy.

They whimper © to call or calm their pups.

Wolves are clean animals. They like washing in rivers and they are good

1. mate : Zfd o 4. pups: SR -

2. moose : JERE " ii
J 5. dens: B o § -

6. whimper : & M1 o
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swimmers. They love playing together
and having fun. Wolves can be white,
gray, black or brown.

McKinley National Park in Alaska is
the biggest “home” for wolves in the
world. About 10,000 wolves live in the
state of Alaska. Today there are about

!
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=
L}
—
o
="
o
o
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one hundred and twenty wolves in
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming. In
Ely, Minnesota, there is an International
Wolf Center that is open to visitors. Today
wolves live in Canada, in the northwest of
the United States, in Europe and in Asia,

and the governments of many countries
protect them.

What is your opinion of wolves now? :
Let’s protect wolves from ext.

%:ﬁ& Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (/) A,; if it is not correct, tick (v) B.

Wolves live alone in the forests.

The leader walks with its tail high.

The pack members take care of old or sick wolves.
Wolves change partners in the spring.

Pups live in dens for about two months.

When a wolf is happy it barks.

Wolves howl to communicate with their pack.

EEEE RS R

FPa@r™o0oo0uaQ

Wolves are afraid of water.

<) Discuss the following questions with your friends.

a. What other animals are in danger of extinction?
b. What can we do to protect these animals?




BEFORE YOU READ

o Look at the picture on pages 96 and 97 and answer these questions.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

t Dawson that winter Buck did something that
made him very famous in the Northland.
Thornton, Hans and Pete wanted to go to the
east to look for gold. But they needed money.

One day they were at the Eldorado Saloon.

“My dog can pull a sled with five hundred pounds on it,” said
one man.

“Well, my dog can pull six hundred pounds,” said another

man.
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The Winner

“Really? Well, my dog can pull seven hundred pounds,” said a
rd man called Matthewson.

That’s nothing,” said Thornton. “Buck can pull a thousand
unds.”

“Can he move the sled when it’s frozen ! to the ice and then
Il it a hundred yards?” 2 asked Matthewson.

“Yes, he can,” said Thornton.

“Well,” said Matthewson. “I've got a thousand dollars here; and
say he can’t.” He took a bag of gold and put it on the table.
Nobody spoke. Thornton thought, “I know Buck is strong, but
he really so strong?”

The men at the saloon looked at him silently and waited.
hornton did not have a thousand dollars, and his friends did not
ther.

“I've got a sled outside with a thousand pounds on it,”
fatthewson said. “Do you want to try?”

Thornton did not know what to say. He looked at all the men.
hen he saw his old friend Jim O’Brien.

“Can you lend me? a thousand dollars, Jim?” Thornton said
ftly.

“Sure,” said O'Brien. “But I don’t think your dog can do it.”
Everyone went into the street. A lot of men stood around
flatthewson’s sled.

fThe sled was frozen to the ice because it was terribly cold.

1. frozen: (MEAb$R) Wifk o
2. yards:# (1 F%F 0914 AR) -
3. lend me: f&AHR -
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The Call of the Wild

Matthewson was sure Buck could not win and said, “I'm paying
another four hundred dollars! What about you?”

Thornton, Hans and Pete talked together. They had only two
hundred dollars and they added them to the thousand dollars.

Buck felt the excitement in the air. He knew he rhust do
something great for Thornton. Buck was in perfect condition. He
was a splendid dog.

Thornton sat down on the snow next to Buck. He held Buck’s
head in his hands and spoke softly in his ear.
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The Winner

“If you love me, Buck. If you love me.”
Buck understood. He took Thornton’s hand between his teeth
and then let go. He often did this as a sign of his love.

Everyone was silent. Thornton stood up and said, “Ready,
Buck.”

Buck pulled on the harness.

“Right!” cried Thornton.

Buck pulled to the right and stopped suddenly.
“Now, left!” cried Thornton.
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The Call of the Wild

Buck pulled to the left. The ice was breaking.

“Now, MUSH!”

Buck started to pull. His strong body pulled harder and harder.
The sled moved a little. Suddenly it started to go forward on the
snow. Buck pulled it for one hundred yards. He was the winner!
The men shouted and threw their hats in the air.

Thornton was on the snow with Buck. He took his head and
shook it. He was crying with happiness. Buck had Thornton’s hand
between his teeth.

In five minutes Buck made one thousand six hundred dollars for
Thornton and his friends. With this money they could travel to
the east to look for a lost gold mine. No one knew where it was. It
was a mystery.

The three men with Buck and six other dogs started to go east.
They traveled up the Stewart River and into the Mackenzie
Mountains.

Thornton was not afraid of the wild. He hunted his food during
the day. Buck was very happy. He loved hunting, fishing and
traveling.

They camped in different places and looked for gold. In the
summer they built small boats and crossed mountain lakes and
went down rivers. The months passed and they continued to travel
in the unknown country. In the winter they found an old cabin, !
but they did not find the gold mine.

Then in the spring they found a stream ? with gold in it. It
looked like yellow butter. Every day the men worked hard and

1. cabin:/hKRE -
2. stream : /& o
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The Winner

found lots of gold. They put it in many big bags. Each bag had fifty
pounds of gold.

The dogs did nothing except watch the men and eat. Buck spent
many hours sitting by the fire and dreaming. Sometimes during
the day he heard a call from the forest. He listened and ran off into
the forest. He loved running under the tall trees and looking at the
birds.

One night he woke up suddenly. He heard the call again. It
came from the forest and it was a long howl. He ran into the forest
and followed the sound. He came to an open space in the trees and
saw a wolf. He was sitting and his nose was up in the air. He was
looking at the sky.

Buck walked towards him slowly and silently. The wolf stopped
howling and ran away. Buck followed him. After some time the
wolf stopped and growled at Buck. He was afraid because Buck was
much bigger. But Buck did not want to fight. He wanted to make
friends with the wolf. The wolf understood and they touched
noses. They became friends and played together. They ran for
hours through the forest and under the open sky. Old memories
came back to Buck. He was very happy.

They stopped by a stream to drink and Buck remembered John
Thornton. The wolf wanted Buck to follow him. But Buck turned
and slowly went back. The wolf followed him for a while. Then he
sat dewn and howled. It was a sad howl.

Thornton was eating dinner when Buck returned. He jumped all
over Thornton and licked his face.

For two days and nights Buck never left camp. He followed
Thornton everywhere. But soon Buck heard the call again. He
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The Call of the Wild

thought about his wild brother and the forest.

Buck began to sleep out at night. He stayed away from camp for
three or four days. Once he stayed away for a week. He looked for
his wild brother but could not find him. He fished in the streams
and killed animals for food. 3

Every part of his body was alive and healthy. He was stronger
and faster than other dogs. There was so much energy in Buck.

One day Buck was going to the forest and Thornton said, “What

a fantastic dog!” Hans and Pete agreed.
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (/) A, if it is not correct, tick (/) B.

>
=]

a. Thornton and his friends wanted to look for an old
gold mine in the north.

=

At the Eldorado Saloon they met a man called Matthewson.,
Matthewson said, "My dog can pull a thousand pounds.”

Thornton and his friends did not have a thousand dollars.

°© o o

Jim O'Brien could not help them.

-

Buck pulled the sled for one hundred yards and was
the winner.

g. After a year Thornton and his friends found the old
gold mine.

h. The men found gold and put it in big boxes.

i. In the forest Buck saw a wolf and they became friends.

HES8O B-EaEEE
BEOREH O EAa0EBE

j-  When Buck heard the call he ran into the forest.

0 Look at the signs and for each sign indicate the correct explanation A,
B,CorD.
il A [ | Sleds can enter the saloon.
Ay B [ | You can leave your sled in
p LEHSE front of the saloon.
i L£ﬂ()£ SLEDS { C || You must leave your sled

at the back of the saloon.

" BEHIND THE

D [ | You must leave your sled
SH LOON outside the saloon door.
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DANGERI
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KEEP O THE
RIGHT
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A[]
B []
c[]
D []
A[]
B[]
¢ []
D[]

w

[
[]

c[]
D[]

Dogs must never enter the
restaurant.

Dogs are always welcome

in the restaurant.

Dogs can enter the restaurant
between midday and 2 p.m.

Dogs can enter the restcrurant
before midday cnd after 2 p.m.

The bank opens at 4:00.

The bank is closed between
©:30 and 4:00.

The bank is open five days a
week.

The bank is closed only
on Sundays.

You can send a letter to

Skagway every day except
Mondcary.

You can send a letter to
Skagway every Monday.

The Skagway Post Office is
closed on Mondays.

You can receive a letter from
Skagway only on Monday.

You must not walk on the left.

It is dangerous to walk on the
right.

Don't walk on the road.

You must not walk on the
road at night.



9 DISCUSSION

In 1898 John Thornton won $1,600. Today this is the equivalent of
approximately $35,000. (€ 40,000). What could you buy with this
money? Discuss this with your friends.

BEFORE YOU READ

0 LOOKING AT PICTURES
Look at the picture on page 109.

L S

=000 vaQ

LISTENING
Listen to the first part of Chapter Nine and
decide if each statement is correct or
incorrect. If it is correct, tick (v) A;

if it is not correct, tick (/) B.

Where is Buck?

What time of day is it?
What is he doing?
Who is following him?
Is he happy or sad?

In the fall many wolves came to the valley.
It was warmer in the valley.
The moose was six years old.

: Buck separated the moose from his group.

Buck was clever and patient.

On the fourth day the moose ran away and Buck
followed him.
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CHAPTER NINE

The Call of the Wild

@ n the fall many moose came to the valley because it
was warmer. Buck wanted to hunt a big moose. The
biggest moose was six feet ! tall and had enormous
antlers. 2 He was much bigger and stronger than Buck.

When he saw Buck he growled angrily.
Buck followed the moose for many hours. He was clever and

thought, “I must separate him from his group.”

1. sixfeet:6 ¥R (£91.8 %) -

2. antlers : M ° &j
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The Call of the Wild

It was not easy, but by evening the moose was away from his
group. Buck started to attack him.

Wild animals are patient. They do not hurry. They wait for the
right moment and then they attack. Buck knew how to wait. For
four days Buck attacked and jumped away. Then he danced in
front of the big moose. He never left him alone. The moose could
not eat, drink, sleep or rest. He became very tired and very weak
and stopped for long periods so Buck ate,
drank and rested.

At the end of the fourth day Buck
killed the big moose. For a day and a
night he stayed by the dead moose
and ate and slept. When he was
rested and strong, he
decided to return to

2 John Thornton.
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The Call of the Wild

When Buck was five miles from camp he smelled something
strange, something terrible. He started running fast. The forest
was silent, there were no birds and no small animals.

Near some trees he found the dead body of Nig. He had an
arrow ' in his body. He found another sled dog with an arrow in his
neck.

Near the camp Buck heard voices singing. Then he found Hans'’
body with arrows in his back.

A wild, terrible anger grew in Buck. He could not control his
anger. He saw the Yeehat Indians dancing at Thornton’s camp and
he suddenly attacked them. He wanted to destroy them. Buck was
faster than the wind. He jumped at the Indians with all his
strength and anger. He cut the throat of two Indians with his sharp
teeth. Nothing could stop him and he killed many Yeehats. He
was like a devil. The Indians escaped into the forest but Buck
followed them.

When Buck returned to the camp he found Pete’s body. He
followed Thornton’s smell to a pool. 2 Buck knew Thornton'’s body
was in the pool. He stayed by the pool all day. He knew John
Thornton was dead.

Now he was very sad and alone. When he looked at the dead
Yeehats he was proud? of himself.

That night there was a full moon. Buck heard the sounds of the
forest. They became louder. It was the call of the wild and he was
ready to obey. John Thornton was dead. He was completely free.

1. arrow : ffif ’—-—_—-——'

2. pool : Kith -
3. proud : 5l -
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The Call of the Wild

A wolf pack ! entered Buck’s valley. He watched them silently
They were afraid because Buck was so big. Then one wolf jumped
at Buck and he attacked and broke the wolf’s neck. Three other
wolves jumped at him but he attacked them.

Finally all the wolf pack attacked Buck. He jumped ‘at them
with his great strength and intelligence. They could not stop him.
After half an hour the pack went away. They were very tired. One
wolf was friendly and went close to Buck. Buck remembered him,
it was his wild brother. They touched noses.

Other wolves came to make friends. An old wolf sat down,
looked at the moon and howled. The others sat down and howled
too. Buck did the same.

Soon the wolves were all around Buck and smelled him. Then
they ran into the forest and Buck ran with them. His wild brother
ran by his side.

Perhaps this is the end of Buck’s story. But after a few years the
Yeehat Indians saw that some wolves had brown in their gray coats.
They also saw a “Ghost Dog” * at the front of the wolf pack.

When the Yeehats follow the moose they do not enter a certain
valley. In the summer there is a visitor in that valley: a big,
golden-brown wolf. He is bigger than any other wolf. He goes to a
yellow stream, stops there and then howls.

But he is not always alone. He is the leader of the wolf pack. He
runs in the moonlight and sings the song of the pack.

1. wolf pack : JRE¥ - 2. Ghost Dog : 4 3% -
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Read the sentences below and for each question choose the correct
answer, A, B, Cor D.

1. Buck stayed with the big moose for
A [ | one week.
B [ ] three days.
C [ ] four days. -
D [ | four hours.

2. The moose became very tired and weak
A [ ] because he was old.
B [ ] but he attacked Buck and bit him.
C [ | because he could not eat or sleep.
D [ ] because he was separated from his group.

3. When Buck returned to Thornton'’s camp,
A [ ] he sat by the fire and rested.
B [ ] he played with Skeet.
C [ | Hans, Nig and another sled dog were dead.
D [ | he went swimming in the stream.

4. John Thornton's body was
A [ |in the gold mine.
B [ | in the pool.
C [ ]in the old cabin.
D [ ] near some trees.

5. Buck obeyed the call of the wild
A [ ] and returned to Dawson City.
B [ | because John Thornton was dead and he was free.
C [ | but after a year he had another master.
D [ ] and went to live with the Yeehat Indians.




LISTENING

The Yeehat Indians live near the Stewart River. They are afraid

to enter the valley in the Mackenzie Mountains. The Canadian
Northwest Police want to know more about this. Listen to the interview
and fill in the spaces with the information you hear.

CANADIAN NORTHWEST
POLICE REPORT

DATE: s

Policeman Names: s (your name)

The Yeehat Indians are ! ......coveenen of the valley. They think

2 2 i lives there. He is a big, % ..cceieeninens dog and

he has white * ...l . He is bigger than a

8 rerrasssagnsaseanas . At night he looks at the ® ... and

howls. The wolves 7 .......c.cevvviinnns him because he is the

.8 ..................... of the wolf pack.

There is lots of ° ....coniivennne in the stream but evervone is
‘ afraid to enter the ¥ .......cccouuvine. .




0 Have fun with this crossword puzzle!
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ACROSS
1. # Y~

5. Buck was the
wolves. (6)

of a pack of

6. The Past Simple of run. (3)
8. The Past Simple of drink. (5)
. A small river.(6)

. Not difficult. (4)

. The Indians

19. A season. (4)

afraid of Buck. (4)

@

6)
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Loown

1. " (5)
2. Inside the neck. (6)

4. Not strong. (4)
it

7. 4

9. The Past Simple of eat. (3)
10. The Past Simple of sleep. (5)

1. ¥ 5

13. A season. (6)
16. Buck could

control his anger. (



EXIT TEST

@ Decide if each statement is correct or incorrect. If it is correct,
tick (/) A, if it is not correct, tick (v) B.

a. Buck was born at Judge Miller’s place in Seattle.

b. He was the most important dog at Judge
Miller’s place.

¢. Manuel sold Buck to the fat man with the
1ed swedater.

d. The man with the red sweater hit Buck with a club.

e. The Narwhal took Buck, Curly, Spitz and Dave
to the Northland.

f. Billee was Buck’s enemy.
g. There were six dogs in a harness.

h. Frangois guided the sled from behind and
Perrault went ahead of the dogs.

i. In the Northland Buck became stronger and
more primitive, because he followed his instinct.

j- Perrault's job was dangerous.
k. Perrault made little shoes for the dogs.

odn o oogd oo o Os

1. TFrancois killed Dolly because she was crazy.

Do O Uoddg d 0O O



Read the passage below and choose the correct word A, B, C or D for
each space.

When thesleddogs? ...........oooeveennnn. mistakes Buck protected them

2 e e e Spitz. One night Buck and Spitz 3 ...............c.ooeonn. a
fight, SBUZ* mvsows 5 & o s down on the snow and died. Buck was the
new’s ... of the dog team.

The mail sled was very heavy because it carried mail for the gold .

8 s v s 0 0 . The dogs became weak and 7 ..........coooeeeeiennn, . They
soon had two new masters called Hal and Charles. )

O ——— men were stupidand ® ... the poor dogs.
Thornton saved Buck but the other sled dogs disappeared

L e o e sz o the ice. Buck loved Thornton very

L and saved his life.

Buck started 2 ..............coeeennn the call of the wild and he often went
into the forest. One day he killed a big moose. When he returned to the
camp ¥ s g i friends were dead.

Buckthen ™. .............ccccoe friends with some wolves and became the

leader of the wolf 15 ..o, ;

1. Adid B got C made D make
2. Afrom B by Cat D of
3. A were B had C made D did
4. A falling B fall C fallen D fell
5. A chief B winner C leader D commander
6. A persons B people C miners D men
7. A small B thin C narrow D fat
8. A These B That C Them D They
9. A whipping B whips C whip D whipped
10. Aby B under Con Din
11. A much B many C lot D lots
12. A heard B hearing C hear D hears
13. A vyour Bits Che D his
14. A made B did C make D doing
15. A team B gang C pack D group
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: % Match the description to the character.

. D They knew nothing about the Northland.

. D He cut Buck's harness and saved his life.

. ] she took care of Buck at Thornton’s camp.

. [} He was an American and he whipped the dogs.
. D He was a bad maon and lived in Circle City.

. [ ] He was Buck’s friend in California.

. L] His dog could pull seven hundred pounds.

: D He gave Thornton one thousand dollars.

. D He lived in Seattle and sold dogs.

. [:] He guided the sled from behind.

. ] They were Thornton'’s friends.

. [ ] He was the gardener's helper at Judge Miller's place.

bt et pd
N = O 0 0 N3 0 O b W N =

Hans and Pete

the fat man with the red swecater
Skeet

Charles, Hal and Mercedes
Manuel

Hal

Frangois

“Black” Burton

O'Brien

Matthewson

John Thornton

Judge Miller

FRTEPQR0000DR
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Did you like The Call Of The Wild?
Read this letter.

Hi Leo,

Thanks for your last letter. How are you? I'm fine. I'm happy ,
because there's no school now for two months. | need your help! |
tust read a book in English during the holidays. Do you have any
ideas? Did you read any good books recently?

Hope to hear from you soon.

Love, Sara

Now write a short reply to Sara telling her about The Call of the Wild
saying why you liked the book.
The first sentences of each paragraph are given to help you.

Dear Sara,

Thanks for your letter. Yesterday | finished reading “The Call of
the Wild™ by Jack London. 1t was very good. It was about a dog
called Buck. At the start of the book Buck lives

Speak to you soon.
Love, Leo




COMPREHENSION AND GRAMMAR

Put the words in order to make questions and then answer
them.

a.

b.

® oo v

-

did / sons? / with / What / do / Buck / Judge Miller's

in /eat

Read the sentences and circle the correct word /words.

Buck was born in Canadca/California.

The fat man with the red sweater lived in San Francisco/Seattle.
The Narwhal arrived at Dyea Beach/Dawson City.

Hal, Charlesvcxnd Mercedes came from Canada/America.

John Thornton met "Black” Burton at the bank /saloon in Circle City/
Skagway.

Thornton and his friends wanted to find a gold mine in the
Mackenzie Mountains/Chilkoot Pass.

The Klondike is in Alaska/Canada.
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VOCABULARY

Read each definition and write the correct word in the crossword
below. At the end you will see the name of one of Buck’s greatest
friends in the column in bold.

An important public official. He decides how to punish criminals.
Members of your family that lived a long time ago.
Cruel, severe weather.
Cuts, injuries.
Take without permission.
The sound a pistol makes.
A messenger.
A big box made of wood.
Covered with ice.
. The movement of the water.
. A yellow metal.
12. Shouting, loud crying

N0 0®NOORAWN -

] o
o [ I
] I [ [
I
I .
|
4T
o | I
N I
) O [ |
L O |
T | [ [ o [

118



Keyro
THE ACTIVITIES
AND EXIT TEST

KEY TTO THE ACTIVITIES

A Note on the Author

Page 11 - exercise 1

a. B —The librarian was his friend
and teacher.

B - He loved reading.

A

A

B — He returned from the Klondike
without any gold.

B - He spent all of his money
before he died.

BEFORE YOU READ

Page 14 - exercise 1A
a. gorilla

b. bear

c. tiger

d. moose

e. deer

f. lion

spo

]

Page 14 - exercise 1B
Open answers.

Page 14 - exercise 2A

a. He is a big, brown dog.

b. He is sitting in front of the fire.
c. He seems to be very happy.

Page 14 - exercise 2B

a. The dog is in a crate.

b. The men are looking at/laughing at/
frightening him.

c. They have clubs in their hands.

d. He seems to be sad.

The Southland
Page 19 - exercise 1
.8 2.0 3D 4.C  5C. 6B

Page 20 - exercise 2A

a. found b.swam c.got d.caught
e. wokeup f. bit g hurt h. threw
i.sat j.spent

Page 20 - exercise 2B
Open answers.



Page 21 - exercise 3

Name: Buck
Age: 4

Weight: 140 M

Place of birth: Santa Hara
Dalley

Address: udge Mifler’s Place
Santa Hara Valley, California
Mother: &cattioh 5%
Father: a bigq Ot Bernard

Favorite sports: aRimming and

Signature

Page 21 - exercise 4
Open answers.

Page 21 - exercise 5
8.2 b.A2ens

CHAPTER TWO '

BEFORE YOU READ
Page 22 - exercise 1
1.B 2.,€6 3.A 4.€ 5

The Northland

Page 29 - exercise 1

a. B - The saloon-keeper wrote a
letter to the fat man.

A

A

B — He was not honest.

A

B — Every day the weather became
colder.

A

F o mmean g

B — Spitz tried to take Buck’s food.

Page 29 — exercise 2

1. threw 2. growled 3. opened
4. jumped 5. hit 6. understood
7.was 8. forgot

Page 30 - exercise 3A

a. leash — The others are all means of
transport.

b. California — It is not a nationality/
an adjective.

c. snow — The others are all parts of
the body.

d. gardener — This is not a member of
the family.

e. blood — This is not something you
drink.

Page 30 - exercise 3B
Open answers.

CHAPTER THREE '

BEFORE YOU READ
Page 31 - exercise 1A
Open answers.
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 Page 31 - exercise 1B

. The most appropriate words are:

e fighting, hate, violence, anger and
| work.

Page 31 - exercise 1C
The title means that to survive in the
Northland you must fight.

The Law of Club and Fang
Page 38 - exercise 1

a4 b.2 ¢.7 d5 e8 f1
g6 h.3

Page 38 - exercise 2
1.A 2.D 3.C 4B 5 A 6.C
7.B 8.D

Page 39 - exercise 3
D —verb

F — preposition

E —verb

A — preposition

C — preposition

B - verb

SO o o

Page 39 - exercise 4

a. Itis very cold.

b. On the left there is the sled and the
two men beside the fire and there
is a tent behind them. On the right
there are the dogs in the snow.

¢. They are sleeping.

d. They sleep in the tent.

e. They are trying to keep warm./
They are cooking.

f. .They are wearing heavy coats.

g. Open answer.

h. Open answer.

Page 40 - exercise 5A

GHMAI BYKXKUSJCVI

S PITZ

ATRPCLBRQYNZ

X\S\N@RANCOI@B

X

P
E
R
R
A
U
L
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S

O MY RPNV HTZ

Page 40 - exercise 5B
a. Spitz

b. Billee

c. Francois
d. Joe

e. Curly

f. Sol-leks
g. Pike

h. Perrault
i. Dave

j. Buck

THE KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH
Page 44 - exercise 1
a.A b.B ¢cA d.B e.B
LA g A

Page 44

Project on the Web

- Readers will be able to find an
immense amount of information by
using one or more of the search
engines listed and by typing in the
keywords Yukon, Klondike gold rush,
or Klondike gold rush ghosts.
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- Some examples of good website
addresses for this project are as
follows:
http://www.dawsoncity.org/
http://www.yukonweb.com/
http://www.touryukon.com/
http://www.yukon.worldweb.com/

All of these sites have been verified at
time of going to press for first
publication. The publishers cannot be
held responsible for any changes that
may have occurred consequently.

The Attack

Page 51 — exercise 1

1.A 2.C 3.B 4.D 5B 6.D
7.C 8.A

Page 52 - exercise 2

a. What’s the weather like in the
Klondike?

b. When did they arrive at Five
Fingers?

¢. What did Buck do at night?/What
did Buck do to go to sleep?

d. Why did the men build a fire?

How many shoes did Buck have?

Where did the men and the dogs

stop?

™o

Page 53 - exercise BA
angry — calm

warm — cold

comfortable — uncomfortable
dangerous — safe

exhausted — energetic

harsh — mild

hungry — full

primitive — civilized

thin — fat

Page 58 - exercise 3B

- Adjectives that describe Buck’s life
now: angry, cold, uncomfortable,
dangerous, exhausted, harsh, hungry,
primitive, thin.

- Adjectives that describe Buck’s life
in California: calm, warm,
comfortable, safe, energetic, mild, full,
civilized, fat. :

Page 53 - exercise 4
a.for b.at c.like d.at
e. like f. for

Page 54 ~ exercise 5A

1. working 2. French-Canadian
3. the government 4. documents
5. weather 6. about 7. attacked
8. terrible 9. from 10. feet

11. made 12.in

Page 55 - exercise §B
Open answer.

BEFORE YOU READ
Page 58 — exercise 1
a. Dawson City
b. heavy coats, hats, trousers, boots
etc.
five
six
the store
the saloon

-

Page 568 - exercise 2
Open answers.

The Big Fight

Page 64 - exercise 1

a. B - Dolly wanted to attack him.
b. A
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A
. B — Some of the dogs were from
the Southland.
A
A
B — Buck led the pack.
B — Buck was not afraid.
A

ge

=oErge e @

Page 65 ~ exercise 2
1.C 2.B 3.C 4B 5.B 6.D

Page 66 — exercise 38
Open answers.

Page 67 — exercise 4

WEBSITE ADDRESSES

- The following websites could be
looked at to go into this issue further.
http://www.animaland.org/ - This is a
particularly fun site for children by
the ASPCA.

http://www.aspca.org
http://www.rspca.org.uk

All of these sites have been verified at
time of going to press for first
publication. The publishers cannot be
held responsible for any changes that
may have occurred consequently.

\PTER
BEFORE YOU READ

Page 69 -~ exercise 1

a. B - He saw Buck’s wounds.

b. A

¢. B - He attacked Sol-leks.

d. B - Francois went to get a heavy
club.

A

B — It was 45 °F below zero.

g A

e

BEFORE YOU READ

Page 69 - exercise 2

a. The man is wearing a heavy winter
coat with a fur collar, gloves and a
hat.

b. He has a whip in his hand.

¢. The most appropriate adjectives
are: angry, cruel and sad.

The New Lead-Dog
Page 76 - exercise 1
a.2 b.4 c¢.6 d.3 e.1 £7 g5

Page 76 — exercise 2
1.B 2.A 3.B 4.B 5.C 6. A
7D 8B 9.C 10.A

Page 77 - exercise 3

Possible answers:

a. It is unlikely that Buck can
continue to pull the sled.

b. He desperately needs rest, food
and water.

¢/d.Open answers.

Page 77 - exercise 1

a. It is spring.

b. Although not freezing, it is
unlikely that the water is very
warm.

Buck is swimming in the water.
He is holding onto a rock.

He has a rope in his hand.
They are running because they are
trying to rescue the man in the
river.

-

Page 77 - exercise 2
Open answers.
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For the Love of a Man

Page 86 - exercise 1

1.D 2.B 3.A 4.C 5.A 6.B
7.C 8.D 9.B 10.C

Page 88 — exercise 2A
1.dog 2.is 3.boat 4.bank
5.fell 6.jumped 7.tail 8.rope

Page 88 - exercise 2B
Open answer.

Page 89 - exercise B

a.swarm b litter c. pack d.flock
e. herd f. school g.flock h.litter
L. school j. herd

WOLVES

Page 92 - exercise 1
B - They live in packs.
A

A
B — They never change partners.
A

me o T

B — They bark to tell the pack of
danger or when they attack an
enemy.

A

B — They love water.

8.
h.

Page 92 - exercise 2
Open answers.

' GHT = =
BEFORE YOU READ

Page 93 - exercise 1

a. It is cold, there is snow on the
ground.

They are in a town.

They are watching the dog.

Buck is pulling the sled.

=

b.
c.
d.

124

There are several sacks on the sled,
maybe containing gold.

The correct answer is for a bet.
However, readers are unlikely to
think of this. A probable
alternative could be for work.
Readers should try and imagine
how heavy the sled is and by
looking at Buck’s expression he
seems to be very tired.

The Winner

Page 101 - exercise 1

a. B —They wanted to look for the
gold mine in the east.

A

B — John Thornton said Buck could
pull a thousand pounds.

A

B — Jim O’Brien lent John Thornton
$1,000.

A

B — They didn’t find the mine but
they did find gold in a stream.

B — They put the gold in big bags.
A

A

b.

C.

®
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Page 101 - exercise 2
1.C 2.D 3.C 4.B 5.A

Page 103 - exercise 3
Open answers.

TR PR
BEFORE YOU READ
Page 103 - exercise 1
Buck is in a forest.
It is night.
He is running.
A pack of wolves is following him.
He seems to be happy.

o T



- Page 103 - exercise 2
a. B —Many moose came to the
valley.

A

A
A

™o po T

fourth day.

| The Call of the Wild

t Page 110 - exercise 1
1.C 2.C 3.C 4.B 5.B

| Page 111 - exercise 3

5. wolf 6. stars
9.gold 10. valley

4. fangs
8. leader

Page 112 ~ exercise 3
* 13 — spring is also acceptable.
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B — The moose was six feet tall.

B — Buck killed the moose on the

1. afraid 2. ghost dog 3. brown
7. follow

Tapescript for listening activities
Page 65 - exercise 2

Journalist: Hello! I want to write an
article about couriers in the Yukon
Territory. What does a courier do?

Perrault: Well, I take important
government papers and documents
from Dyea to Dawson City.

Journalist: What time do you start
traveling in the morning?

Perrault: I wake up at six o’clock,
harness the dogs and start traveling at
half past six.

Journalist: Ts it very cold in the Yukon
Territory?

Perrault: Oh, yes! The temperature is
about 50 degrees Fahrenheit below
ZEro.

Journalist: Do you stop to have lunch?
Perrault: No, we don’t have time.

Journalist: When do you stop to eat
and rest?

Perrault: We stop at seven o’clock in
the evening.

Journalist: What do you eat?

Perrault: Frangois and I eat bread and
fish. The dogs eat only fish.

Journalist: When did you leave Dyea?

Perrault: We left on Thursday,
December 6.

Journalist: When did you arrive in
Dawson City?

Perrault: We arrived on Sunday,
December 30.

Journalist: Do you like your job?
Perrault: Yes, it’s very exciting.
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Page 111 - exercise 2

Policeman: Why are you afraid of the
valley?

Yeehat Indian: We are afraid of that

valley because a Ghost Dog lives there.

Policeman: A Ghost Dog?

Yeehat Indian: Yes, a big, brown dog
with long white fangs. He is bigger
than a wolf. He growls at people. In
the summer he sits near a yellow
stream and looks at the water.
Sometimes he cries. At night he looks
at the stars and howls.

Policeman: Is he always alone?
Yeehat Indian: No. He is the leader of
a wolf pack. He runs in the valley and
the wolves follow him.

Policeman: Is there any gold in the
yellow stream?

Yeehat Indian: Yes, there is lots of
gold. But everyone is afraid to enter
the valley.

Policeman: Do you hunt the moose in
the valley?

Yeehat Indian: No, never! The Ghost
Dog is very dangerous.

"KEY TO THE EXIT TEST

g

a. B — Judge Miller’s Place was in
California. b. A c¢. B — Manuel sold
Buck to another man. d. A e.A £ B
— Spitz was Buck’s enemy. g.B -
There were nine dogs in the harness.
h.A i.A j.A k.B-Francois made
little shoes for Buck. 1. A

1.C 2.A 3.B 4.D 5.C 6.C
7B 8.A 9D 108 11. A
12.B 13.D 14.A 15.C

Open answers.

a. What did Buck do with Judge
Miller’s sons?
- He hunted and swam with them.

b. What was Perrault’s job?
- He was a government courier.

c. What did the dogs usually eat in
the evenings?
- They usually ate fish.

d. How did Buck sleep in the snow?
- He made a hole.

e. Why did Buck attack the Yeehat
Indians?
- Because they killed John
Thornton.

California

Seattle

Dyea Beach

America

saloon / Circle City
Mackenzie Mountains
Canada
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