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The Scarlet Letter
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Hester Prynne #RUEF - Bk

I am a beautiful and independent woman, but my life
is miserable and unlucky. I am married woman, but I
had an affair with another man and had a baby. Now

the townspeople want me to tell them who the father
of my child is! However, I will never tell. I will never betray

another person.

oA TS A 2o, (RO T T TS RIASE, RS TR, AT
S A AR, TR, BRSO AR A VR A R B T AL
! HFSE, RAGERSTRIET A

Reverend Dimmesdale
T HEY B
Oh, my life is wretched! I tell people to behave
properly, and to live according to God’s will. They
respect me despite my youth. Yet, I am not wor-
thy of their respect. I have a terrible secret that is burned upon the
skin above my heart. Oh, how can | wash away my guilt and be

free once more?
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“1 Pearl %L
' While other children have a father, I don’t! However,

this does not bother me too much. I am free to play

and do what I want most of the time. The adults
think that I have no manners, but they are all too seri-

ous and boring for me!

AR SR, A BT RENLL. KBk, Kol LIS,
AR, AR, AIERAT, MbfiIAmS: ., AT

Roger Chillingworth
DA« AR

When I was away, my wife had a baby with

another man. But I did not blame her. She always told me that
she did not love me. However, I do blame the father of the baby. 1

will find out who he is and punish him for his cowardly silence.

KA, ROEFMENS—TBARTET. AR, b—m
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Pastor John Wilson & Governor
Bellingham
24955« R EMEON B DU JE IR EVEE

It is our duty to make sure our Puritan society lives

according to the will of God. Hester Prynne must
reveal to us who the father of her child is. Only then will she be
forgiven by God.
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CHAPTER 1

B i~

A Terrible Sin

Al Bk RS T

Althﬂugh the forefathers of the
Boston Colony strove to create a

utopian society, two of the first things

they built when they made their town were

a cemetery and a prison. On this day, twenty years

after the first Puritan settlers arrived in the New

World colony, the townspeople gathered outside the

prison.

“Good women,” proclaimed one woman, “if we

judged wicked women like Hester Prynne, she

would not have the easy sentence that the town

magistrates have handed her!”

KEY WORDS

“iforefather n. %k

Clcolony n. BEH

Cistrive v. Bh, &3}
(strive-strove-striven)

Clutopian adj. S¥E# () &Y

Clcemetery n. Mib

1 Puritan adj. #&E#En

T settler n. BIEE

] proclaim v. §%
Cjudge v.

Cwicked ad). HES
Cisentence n. H#E
“imagistrate n. AFEE



“Yes!" agreed another woman. “They should at
least brand the mark upon her forehead with a hot
iron! By placing the mark on the front of her gown,
she can cover it up anytime!”

“Yes!™ cried another. “She may cover it as she
likes, but the mark will always be on her heart!”

Then the prison door, covered in iron spikes, flew
open. A large, frightening figure in black came out
from the inner darkness. With his hand, he tried to
usher out a young woman. But she pushed the
hand away and stepped out into the open by her

own free will, with an air of dignity.

*
.

B

KEY WORDS

brand v. fE----- 3T E#RiC “usher v. 3|, 4
' spike n. F§T I step out  NBRENS
figure n. BEETIMEARE Cidignity n. ™



In the woman's arms was a three-month-old baby.
The baby winked because it was the first time it had
ever felt sunlight on its face. The mother, standing
fully revealed amid the townspeople, lowered the
baby in her arm to show her gown. She was blush-
ing, but she wore a proud smile. On the breast of
her gown was a large letter A. The letter was made
of fine, red cloth and embroidered with rich, gold
thread. The design was artistic and f:alnciful.

Hester Prynne was a tall young woman, with an
elegant figure and dark gleaming hair. Those who
knew her were amazed at her beauty and ladylike
comportment under these circumstances.

“She certainly has great skill with the sewing nee-
dle,” remarked one of the women, “but what a

shameful way to show it!”

KEY WORDS

Owink v. BR

[Ireveal v. il

O lower v. BE

Tl blush v. Jg1

Clbreast n. [ f<hify ) BEEE
lembroider v. FE----o I8
(Ithread n. 2%

Clartistic adj. Z AR

1 fanciful adi. FF &M

T elegant adj, £/
Cigleam v. E#E

"l comportment n. #z&h
(] circumstances n. i
1 sewing needle &7t
Cremark v. #i%

1 shameful adf. TTELEY



“Make way in the King's name!” shouted the

prison officer. “Everyone will have a chance to get a
good view of this wicked woman from now until
noon. Come along, Hester. Show your scarlet letter

in the marketplace!”

KEY WORDS

) make way it 28 "1 marketplace n. T



A lane opened up between the spectators, and
Hester Prynne walked toward the area appointed for
public punishment. Calmly, she came to the scaffold
at the western end of the marketplace, next to
Boston’s oldest church. The scaffold was a platform
where punishments were carried out publicly so as
to impress the citizenry into obeying the laws. There

was a pillory there, designed to

hold a human head tightly and
keep it in the public gaze.
But Hester Prynne was not
sentenced to its confine-
ment. Her sentence was
just to stand on the plat-

form for three hours.

KEY WORDS

Cllane n. | ABEEA) ) i#EE Climpress v. {0
I spectator n. FAE [ citizenry n. AR

) appointed adj. i M iFH "1 obey v. #5F

1 punishment n. &% T pillory n. 340

T scaffold n. 42 “igaze n. F#

O platform n. & " confinement n, 4@

1 carry out #1147



She climbed the steps and began her sentence.
The onlookers stared at her and the scarlet letter in
solemn silence. Hester had prepared herself to face
the assault of the public’s scorn and insults, but she
found their heavy silence almost more difficult to
bear. When she stood there, her mind began to
travel back into itself as memories began to surface.
She could see and feel the days of her happy child-
hood. Then she saw her face, gazing in the mirror,
and its glow of young beauty. Then she saw the face
of a man who was much older. His eyes were dim,
and his skin was pale from many years of cloistered
study. His figure was slightly misshapen, his left

shoulder a bit higher than his right.

KEYy WORDS

Tl onlooker n. FINEF Csurface v. £
Cisolemn adj. = “iglow n. MEFRFY
Classault o, (RAOEOLES ) Oidim ad). R
Wity [pale adl. £8H
Ciscorn n. WiF [l cloistered adj. S9FMLEE

Cinsult n. 1 misshapen adj. B8



Then Hester Prynne’s memories ended, and she
found herself back on the scaffolding, surrounded by
the townspeople. They were still staring at her and
the scarlet letter on her breast. She looked down at
the letter on her chest and touched it to assure her-
self it was real. And it was, as were the infant and
her burning shame.

After standing there for a little while, Hester saw a
person on the edge of the crowd lh'at she couldn’t
ignore. He was a white man standing next to a
native. The white man, small, with a wrinkled face,
was wearing a mix of a civilized and savage cos-
tume. Although he had tried to disguise his physical
features, it was clear that his left shoulder was
higher than his right. As she stared at him, her child
cried in pain from the tightness of her grasp on it,

but she did not seem to hear.

KEY WORDS

Tsurround v, FE{E Ul civilized adj. JLHRRY
Classure v. {EHI{E "Isavage adj. FH&®HY
Clinfant n. 8L costume n. fR#E
1on the edge of #E------i1 F T disguise v. fiitlf
Clignore v. 24l [ physical adj. S{&#
Cinative n. B A Cifeature n. $HIE

Ciwrinkled adj. SERE S T grasp n. i



The man, who was a stranger in this town, stared
back at Hester Prynne. At first his glance was care-

less, but as he began to understand the situation she

was in, a look of horror came across his face,

REY WORDS

|glance n. —% horror n. 1A
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“l1 ask vou, kind sir,” the man said to a townsman.
“Who is this woman, and why must she suffer such
public shame?”

“You must be a stranger to this town,” answered
the townsman. “Everyone who lives here knows
about Hester Prynne and her wicked ways. She has
created a huge scandal among the members of

Reverend Dimmesdale’s church.”

KEY WORDS

[ suffer v. W= Creverend n. ¥4
“iscandal n. BE, {BiK



i

“That’s right,” replied the man. “I am a stranger.
I have been a captive of the savage heathens in the
south for a long time. Please tell me of this woman
Hester Prynne’s crime,”

“This woman is the wife of an English scholar. He
decided to join our colony and sent his wife over
ahead of him. But this man hasn’t been heard from
in two years, and his young wife was left to her own
poor judgment.”

“Ah, I see what you mean,” said the stranger with
a bitter smile. “So who is the father of the baby
she’s holding?”

“That fact is the puzzling question that remains
for everyone,” said the townsman. “Mrs. Prynne
refuses to name the other sinner.”

“Her husband should come and solve the mys-

tery,” said the stranger.

KEY WOoORDS

Ul captive n. {28 Cremain v. h2

"1 heathen n. H&EMHA Tirefuse v. B4

[1crime n. 247 [Iname v, 25|

(I scholar n. FX4&E Clsinner n. (i@ EFE ) A

O puzzling adj. 4 AFE®H

13
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“Yes, he should if he's still alive,” agreed the
townsman. “The penalty for this crime is normally
death, but the magistrates were merciful because
her husband is probably at the bottom of the sea.
But afterward she will bear the scarlet mark of an

adulterer for the rest of her life.”
“It is a wise punishment,” said the stranger. “Her
mark will serve as a living sermon against sin. But
it angers me that her fellow sinner is not
standing there next to her. But he will
be discovered and known. He will!”
As the stranger walked away,
Hester Prynne kept her eyes on
him. She was relieved to be in the

presence of the crowd so as not to

meet the man alone.

KEY WORDS

T penalty n. 79 sermon n. Yl

TI merciful adj. {ZF& 7 fellow adj. IR

1 at the bottom of #-----J§ "1 discover v. #HE|

Tl bear v. Cirelieved ad. WREY
(bear-bore-bome) in the presence of .-

T adulterer n. BiFE il



Suddenly, she was awokKeRfrosn ghts by a
voice, “Hester Prynne, ynﬁ-ﬁiﬁsﬁ- nw. listen to me!”
Standing on the balcony of the nearby church, used
by magistrates to pronounce sentences, was
Governor Bellingham. There were other noblemen
on the balcony with the governor and his men.
Hester Prynne faced the balcony. The voice she
had heard belonged to Boston's oldest minister,

Pastor John Wilson.

KEY WOoORDS

1 awake v. MAfE ‘governor n. BE
(awake-awoke-awaken) T minister n. W
1 pronounce v. T I pastor n. AEHIH

15



“Hester Prynne,” continued the old pastor, “I
have told your minister here, the Reverend Mr.
Dimmesdale, that he 'shmilﬂ force you to tell us the
name of the wicked man who had tempted you to
this sad fall here and now.”

Then Governor Bellingham spoke, “"Good Reverend
Dimmesdale, as her minister, you are responsible for
this woman's soul. You must urge her to speak and
therefore prove her repentance.” '

To respond, Reverend Dimmesdale rose to address
the crowd. The reverend was a young clergyman
who had graduated from one of the great English
universities. His powerful voice and impressive
intellect had already brought him great respect and

admiration from the colonists he served.

KEY WORDS

[l force v. &84 U repentance n, {815

Tltempt v. SHE " clergyman n. $4UE

“lhere and now [LETUEHE, 3F%| O graduate v. EEdk

“I1be responsible for X------f1 intellect n. EAMHAE
HiE ' admiration n. $#

Cisoul n. R "l colonist n. HE HhFFhE

Clurge v. hih



“Speak to the woman, brother,” urged

Pastor Wilson. *“You are the only one
who can save her soul!”

Reverend Dimmesdale looked to the
woman on the scaffolding. “Hester
Prynne,” he began. “You've heard
what the good Pastor Wilson has
said. 1 urge you to speak the name
of your fellow sinner. It will give both
of your hearts peace. Do not remain silent
out of misplaced pity or tenderness for him!"”

Even the baby in Hester Prynne’'s arms was
affected by the reverend’s powerful voice. It looked
up at him with a half-happy, half-sad expression on
its face. But to this entreaty, Hester just shook her
head.

“EY WORDS

" misplaced adj. #i#AY _ expression n. =il
tenderness n. &1 “entreaty n. Bk
| affect v. BEI@ ' shake one's head #% 3k

17



“Woman, do not test the limits of Heaven's
mercy!” said Pastor Wilson with an angry voice.

“Speak the name, and your repentance will be

enough to take the scarlet letter off your breast!”

KEY WORDS
T limit 0. SRR 1 Heaven n. XE; k%

18
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“Never!” shouted Hester Prynne. She looked

deeply into Reverend Dimmesdale’s eyes. “This let-
ter is branded too deeply on my heart to remove it
so easily. I hope to endure his agony as well as my
own!”

“Speak!” cried the townspeople around the scaf-
folding. “Speak the name of your baby’s father!”

She went pale as she seemed to recognize one of
the stern, cold voices coming from the crowd. But
she insisted, “I will not speak. My baby will never
have an earthly father. She will have to know the
heavenly one!”

“She won't confess his name,” whispered Dimmes-
dale, as he leaned over the balcony with his hand
over his heart. “She will not speak!” he announced

to the crowd.

KEY WORDS .

“remove v. i Clinsist v. B
Cendure v. B learthly adf Dt
Jagony n. (#RES ) FRE “Jconfess v. fitiA, 1BE
i recognize v. A I whisper v. {ki&

1 stern adj. feRERY lean v. $

| hope to endure his agnnyns:watl as my own!
AEWRZECHME, RERE RN

as well as: & S0 th) ;
e.g. | love you as well as your father, BB, HRRARLE.
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Once Hester had returned to the prison, she was
in a state of nervous hysteria. And the baby kept
crying wildly. Master Brackett, the jailer, kept a
constant watch on her to make sure she did not hurt
herself or her baby. Finally, he brought in a doctor
to see her. The doctor was the same stranger who
had taken an interest in her while she had been on
the scaffolding. His name was Roger Chillingworth.

As the jailer led him into the room and Hester
Prynne saw him, she became as still as death.

“Don’t worry,” the doctor told the jailer. “I'll take
great care of Mrs. Prynne and her child. You will
soon have peace and quiet in your prison.”

The doctor mixed up an herbal remedy from local
plants that he had learned from the natives.

“Here Mrs. Prynne, give this to your baby. She'll

only accept it from your hands, and it will calm

her.”

KEY WORDS
state n. KT 1 make sure TR
Clnervous adj. &MY O mix up $#n
1 hysteria n. SlirEE 1 herbal adj. FEAEWHIAY
Cljailer n. WRAES Ciremedy n. #5%)

[} constant adj. kY



Hester pushed his hand away. “Would you avenge
yourself by poisoning this innocent baby?” she
whispered.

“Woman, don't be foolish!” the doctor responded
in a cold yet soothing manner. “I would not harm
this poor, misbegotten baby.”

Hesitantly, she gave the drink to her infant, and it

dropped peacefully off to sleep.

KEY WORDS

Tlavenge v. ¥------iRfL “Imanner n. A1
(linnocent adj. ZIEMY [ misbegotten adj. FA4HY
1soothing adj. =M ‘| hesitantly adv. I

21



Then the doctor offered
Hester some medicine for
herself. Looking warily
into the cup, she said,

“And how do | know you

wouldn’t kill me with poi-
son for revenge!”

“Hester,” responded the doctor, “do you know me
s0 little that you think my purpnsés could be so
shallow? Would not letting you live with this burn-
ing shame on your breast be the best revenge of
all?”

At this, she smiled a little and took her medicine.
The doctor continued speaking while her medicine
took effect. “You know, I should have guessed this
would have happened. 1 could have seen that scar-
let letter blazing at the end of the church aisle we

walked down on the day we got married.”

KEY WORDS

| offer v, #R{it | take effect ™43
Twarily adv. #fH blaze v. %& (38 ) &
ishallow adj. % MaY Taisle n. it

22



“You know,” she said to him, “I was always honest
with you. 1 always told you 1 felt no love for you,
nor would 1 ever pretend to. But I am sorry. 1 have
greatly wronged you.”

“No," he answered. “We have wronged each other.
| should not have trapped your blossoming vouth
into this unnatural bond with my decay. The scales
between us are balanced. But I will seek revenge
against the cowardly man who has left you to suffer
this shame alone. You might not tell me his name,
but I will discover it. I willl Now all I ask you is
that you keep my identity as your husband a secret
in this town. And do not tell the man upon whom
I'll seek revenge about me.” :

“I will keep your secret as | have his,” said Hester.

KEY WORDS

Cpretend v. EiE Cbond n. 2y
Clwrong v. AATEHR [idecay n. &5
Citrap v. (EESTEIE [1scales n. FF

"I blossoming adj. ALY C1cowardly adj. fA8/)\Y
Tlunnatural adj. & HEE Clidentity n. St

One Point Lesson

You know, | should have guessed this would have happened.
fRENH ., FEEMH SRR,

should have + ME2W. BHES, BRFABLEAHLERE,

e.g. You should have gone to the party, REEEEEH.

23



Camprehension Quiz
R T &0

,ﬁ-\ BRSNS,

© Hester Prynne - . @ the man Hester
Prynne married

@ Pastor Wilson . + @ @ magistrate in Boston
colony

® Roger Chillingworth - « @ the oldest minister in

Boston colony

@ Governor Bellingham - - @ 4 handsome young
minister with a pow-
erful voice

@ Reverend Dimmesdale - - @ a tall woman with an
elegant figure

B emuseanemnm,

® (a) She gathered a scarlet letter on her breast.

(b) The townspeople gathered outside the prison.

@ (a) The baby ushered when it saw the sunlight,
(b) With his hand, he tried to usher out a young woman.
® (a) That fact is the puzzling question that remains for
everyone.

(b) The old man was puzzling a look in her eye.

=X
A 0- 8- 8- 0-G O-@
BE e &b ol
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® What did the scarlet A on Hester Prynne’s bosom stand for?
(a) Alphabet. (b) Adulterer. (c) Admirable.

@ What fact did Roger Chillingworth make Hester Prynne swear
to conceal?
L (a) That he was not a real doctor.,
(b) That he was the father of her baby.
(¢) That he was her husband,

'[)ﬁm%mmﬁmﬁ%

( fanciful merciful sermon spikes misbegotten )

@ Her mark will serve as a living against sin,

® Then the prison door, covered in iron
flew open.

® The design was artistic and

© The penalty for this crime is normally death, but the mag-
istrates were

© | would not harm this poor, baby.

ER

L o) ek
L) @sermon @ spikes ©fanciful ©@mercilul @misbegotien
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The imprisonment of Hester Prynne
rended shortly after her discussion with the
doctor, but the torment of her life ar:.nnng the towns-
people was just beginning.

She was free to leave the town. But Hester had
decided to stay and face her lifelong sentence. She
and her baby moved into a small cottage on the out-
skirts of town. She was able to make a decent living
with her expert sewing skills. But she spent very lit-
tle of her income on herself. She dressed her young
daughter very well and gave her extra money to

charity.

KEY WORDS

] imprisonment n. &H 1 make a living &

I discussion n. fl Tl decent adj. EAHEM

Cltorment n. HTES T expert adj. A&

[ cottage n. /©\E “lincome . WA

Clon the outskirts of FE---- @y Clcharity n. BHEH
X



Because of her exceptional skill, the townspeople
always hired Hester to do work. But they never
allowed her to forget her shame with their looks and
words.

Hester’s daughter, Pearl, had been named not for a
pearl’s great beauty or value, but rather for its great
price. Nevertheless, the baby soon blossomed into a
beautiful but strange child. When Hester watched
her daughter and perceived the young girl’s strange

behavior, she worried that the child was somehow

also connected and influenced by the scarlet letter.

KEY WORDS

"l exceptional adj. =i " behavior n. 14
_Inevertheless adv. #M, A€ influence v. ¥y
1 perceive v. i

27
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As Pearl got older, it became clear that the child
could not be forced to adapt to rules. She would not
heed the simplest of her mother's commands. And
her temper was uneven. It was as if the warfare of
Hester’s spirit were carryving on in Pearl.

Hester would have liked to see her playing with
other children. But Pearl was as much an outcast as
her mother, and she accepted her position from the
time when she was very young. F.;IE had built an
unbreakable wall around Pearl. When she did meet
some of the town’'s vicious Puritan children, who
gathered around her, she would become terrible,
flinging stones at them and screaming like a small
savage.

The sight of her combative daughter brought
Hester to her knees, asking, “Dear Heavenly Father,

what kind of being is this that I’ve brought into the

KEY WORDS

[ adapt v. &R ] position n. Hyfi

“lheed v. IFM "l unbreakable adj. 4~5FTREAY
“Jcommand n. @< Tlvicious ad). FBEH

T temper n. 5 Cifling v. ( BAdh) 40
Cluneven adl. FFRER (Ring-Aung-fung)

(1warfare n. 3% “1combative adj. $F3Lf

Cloutcast n. WEFE



world?” And when little Pearl heard her mother cry

like this, she would merely look at her and smile
with her elf-like intelligence.

One of the strangest things about Pearl was that as
a baby, her first interest had not been her mother’s
smile, as it is with most infants. Rather her first

attraction was to the scarlet A on her mother’s

bosom.

KEY WORDS

“I merely adv. {{{X l attraction n. |3 (H)
Jelf-like adj. R I bosom v. BGEF

Cintelligence n. E#EhH, ®hH

One Point Lesson

It was as If the warlare of Hester’s spirit were carrying on in Pearl.
WIAUTFR, MRS EETR)LAS - R,

as i + M8 Hﬂ. VL -
e.g |t seamed as if | were dreaming, $H8 R & 420,

29



Some years later, Pearl was running around. One

day, she gathered a bundle of wildflowers. She then
began pitching them at the letter on her mother’s
breast and dancing up and down with joy when one

of them hit the scarlet letter.

KEY WORDS
"1 a bundle of —% (I pitch v. #&, #

30



Hester’s first instinct was to cover the letter with
her arms. But she resisted, considering each
flower’s painful strike against her heart to be part of
her penance. To her mother’s obvious pain, Pearl
only laughed, her eyes flashing with a demonic
glow.

“Are you really my child?” Hester asked her play-
fully. “Who made you, and who sent you here?”

“You tell me,” replied Pearl, who became very
serious. “Do tell me.”

“The Heavenly Father sent you,” Hester answered
after a pause.

But her hesitation was not lost on the child’s keen
intelligence. “He did not send me,” cried Pearl. “I
have no Heavenly Father!”

“Oh please,” cried Hester. “You mustn’t say that.
He created all of*us!”

“No, you must tell me,” laughed Pearl, who
danced about. “Do tell me!”

Hester shuddered, unable to answer her question,

KEY WORDS

Clinstinct n. =iy _idemonic adj. ERELEY
“lconsider v, 5 ¥ Tplayfully adv. FrorEHb
Cistrike n. 7, i “lpause n 54
Cpenance n. (W3R ) ETT  Okeen ad). @AY
Cflash v. ( BY%S) A48 [ shudder v. AREE

31



One day, Hester brought Pearl with her to
Governor Bellingham’s mansion. She told Pearl they
were going to return a pair of gloves he had asked
her to embroider, but the real reason was that
Hester had heard rumors that the townspeople were

planning to take her daughter away from her.

_ Thay ciichortad Poarl miaoht e a darman
dney suspected reg :||-,|I1r-' AL e 4 eI
- = et e IRl N b iz a [T 5 L T i s, . .
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KEY WORDS

I mansion n. & Tidemon n. ER
(1 rumor n. B e [ extension n. #E{HEER4
C1suspect v. kR
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When they reached the luxurious mansion, Pearl
saw a blossoming rosebush and demanded that her

mother pick one of the red flowers for her.

KEY WORDS

U luxurious adj. #1449 "l rosebush n. B
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When Hester refused, Pearl burst into a fit of tears
and let out an ear-piercing scream. But she then
suddenly became silent when she saw some people
approaching them.

[n the group were Governor Bellingham, Pastor
Wilson, the young Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale,
and Doctor Roger Chillingworth. Reverend
Dimmesdale’s health had been suffering as of late,
and the doctor, who was treating l';im, had become
his close and constant companion.

Looking with surprise at the little girl dressed in
stunning scarlet, the governor asked, “Who is this
little one here?”

“Ah, this is the daughter of the unfortunate Hester
Prynne,” Pastor Wilson said. “She is the one we've

spoken about recently.”

KEYy WORDS

Clburstinto SEHR--- R _approach v. [&]----§fift
Ofit n. (EWSH—BE) Z1E  © companion n. Ef¥ |
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“Yes," said Governor Bellingham.
“We shall look into this matter right here
and now. Hester Prynne,” he said, look-
ing directly at the letter on her breast,

“we have greatly discussed as to

whether it is our duty to protect the eter-
nal souls of you and your child. Don't you

think it would be best for this child to be taken and
clothed plainly and disciplined in the truths of
Heaven and Earth?”

“I can teach my daughter better than anyone
else,” said Hester Prynne, putting her finger on her
letter. “I have learned from this.”

“Woman,” said the governor, “that is your badge
of shame, and the reason we think it best to put the

child in more righteous hands.”

L

KeY WoRDs

~ protect v. {R1P  discipline v. VIS
Tl eternal adj. sk1EAY "I badge n. #Ric; Wi#
“iclothe v. B I righteous adj. TERAY

Ul plainly adv. #hEHY
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“Nevertheless,” Hester Prynne said calmly, “it has

taught me lessons which will make my daughter
wiser and better.”

“"We will be the judges of that,” said Bellingham.
Then he sat down in a chair and tried to put Pearl
between his knees, but the child, unaccustomed to
the touch of anyone but her mother, escaped.

Pastor Wilson, who was known to be good with
children, continued the examination, “Pearl, can

you tell me who made you?”

KEY WORDS
' unaccustomed adj. £ 31EE) [ escape v. ikiE



Hester Prynne had educated her child at home in
the matters of Puritan beliefs about the creation of
the human spirit. But Pearl decided to answer the
serious question mischievously. She then an-
nounced that she had not been made in Heaven, but
rather she had been plucked from the wild rosebush
that grew by the prison door.

“This is terrible,” the governor cried. “Here is a
three-year-old child who can’t tell who made her!”

Hester Prynne grabbed Pearl into her arms, “God
gave me this child in return for all the things he has
taken from me. She is my happiness and my tor-
ture! [ will die before you take her from me!”

“Child,"” said old Pastor Wilson, “Pearl will be

cared for better than you can do!”

KEY WORDS

Tbelief n. {510 Cpluck v. F, i
1 mischievously adv. HS Tltorture n HRE
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“God gave her to me for safekeeping!” screamed
Hester Prynne. Then she turned to the young
Reverend Dimmesdale and cried, “You speak for me!
You were my pastor and in charge of my soul! You
know me better than these men can! Don't let them
take her away from me!”

“There is truth in her words,” Reverend Dimmes-
dale said in his powerful, trembling voice. “God
gave this child to this mother to tea.ch her to change
her wicked ways. That bond is sacred. Who are we
to say that God made a mistake in giving the child
to her? Who are we to take away the good Lord's
one blessing in her life?”

“Well spoken,” said Pastor Wilson. “What do you
say, Governor Bellingham? The good reverend has
pleaded convincingly on Hester Prynne's behalf.”

“Indeed he has,” answered the governor. “Pearl

shall stay with her mother, and we will make no

KEY WORDS

I safekeeping n. LEEE 1 convincingly adv. < A{SHRH
"blessing n. ([ EwHY ) BEiR “1on one's behalf X 7T -
Tiplead v. H§P F) 25



further scandal of the matter. At the proper time, the
church’s officers will make sure that she goes to
school and church. That's all.”

Then yvoung Pearl grabbed Reverend Dimmes-

dale’s hand and put it on her cheek. The minister

looked around and then kissed her forehead.

KEY WORDS

 proper adj. &MY 7 cheek n. TR
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“A strange child,” said Doctor Chillingworth.
“Perhaps if we study her nature, we'll be able to
guess the identity of her sinful father.”

LI

“It would be sinful to do that,” answered Pastor

Wilson. “It would be better to pray on the matter

and leave it to God’s will.”

KEY WORDS

“ipray v. i



After the matter was settled, Hester Prynne and
Pearl left the governor’s mansion. Outside the house
they met Mistress Hibbins, Governor Bellingham’s
bitter sister, who was executed a few years later for
practicing witchcraft.

“Hst hst,” she hissed. “Will you two come with us
to the forest tonight to hold congregation with the
Black Man?"

“We will not!” answered Hester Prynne. “I will
stay at home with my daughter. But if they had
taken her from me, I would have come with you and
signed my name in the evil Black Man's book in my
own blood!™

After this, it could be said that even this early, the

child had saved Hester Prynne’s soul from Satan’s

trap.
KEY WoORDS

Clexecute v, #------4hEE Cithe Black Man 5 2iliE
Cwitcheraft n. Bt Devil adj. IER

Cihiss v. MFMTHhi% H ] Satan 2

[1congregation n. #£%&
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About Puritans and Pilgrim
it 2 B LR IO1RS R

t is generally known that the first Pilgrims came from
I England, and this is true to a certain d:;.g ree, Most of these
Pilgrims actually came from Holland, where they lived for a
while after leaving England. The Pilgrims were Puritans who
believed that everyone should be highly educated, and that any
one of their members could be elected
to high positions in the church. The
English monarchy did not like these
ideas, as they were actually similar to

a democratic form of government.
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‘However, the Puritans were not political.
They were more interested in living accord-
ing to their strict and pure religion. The
Puritans left England for Holland, but they
did not like living there, either. They were
afraid that the Dutch influence would corrupt
weaker members of their Puritan community.
They wanted to live in a remote area, where
they would be free not only to live their lives

as they saw fit, but also to control others and

to force them to live a strict Puritan lifestyle
also. They were successful in creating this type of society after
coming to the New World, and this is the setting for the

“"Scarlet Letter.”

Actually, their ideas served as some of the basic, founding
ideas of the American nation many, many years after the

Pilgrims arrived in the New World.
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r CHAPTER 3

. + 35

Revenge
-
2 1

]t was around the time that Roger Chillingworth
settled in the town as a doctor that the young Rev-
erend Dimmesdale’s health began to decline. The
townspeople saw the coincidence of the ailing rev-
erend and the doctor’s arrival as a miracle enacted
by the providence of God. Therefore the town elders
thought it was God’s will that Reverend
Dimmesdale’s health be placed in Dr.

Chillingworth’s hands.

The two men soon became constant
companions. Reverend Dimmesdale

was fascinated by Chillingworth's

KEY WORDS

Tldecline v. EIRELL Menact v. BN
Cicoincidence n. I5& ] providence n. Fiik
O ailing adj. HEAE Clfascinate v. 3@Z{HbIE S| {F

C1miracle n. 3
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wealth of experience as a doctor and an older man,
while the doctor spent his time looking for clues to
the reverend's illness. Chillingworth was convinced
that his bodily sickness was the result of a troubled
heart and mind. Yet the doctor was unable to figure
out just what was troubling the reverend’s mind.

The two men soon moved into a house together.
But as time passed, the townspeople began to see
Doctor Chillingworth differently. His appearance
and demeanor had changed remarkably since moving
to the town. Where he was once calm and

kind, they now saw evil on his face.

Rumors around town said that the rev-
erend’s poor health was caused by
Satan, who haunted him in the form

of Roger Chillingworth.

KEYy WoRDsS

Tldemeanor n. b3 b Dhaunt v. [ R#F ) BHET
"1 remarkably adv. & 3#ih
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It happened one day that the reverend visited
Chillingworth in his laboratory, where he often
made drugs from plants he had collected. The doc-
tor was examining a bundle of ugly-looking plants
from the graveyard that stood next to their house.

“] found these leaves in that graveyard right
there,” said the doctor, pointing out the window.
“This variety is new to me. I found them growing
out of an unmarked grave. | suspér:t they grew out
of the man's heart. Perhaps they represent a dread-
ful secret that he was buried with. It would have
been better that he confessed it during his lifetime.”

“Maybe he wanted to but was unable,” said the
reverend, gripping his breast as if it were throbbing
with pain. “When the members of my church con-

fess their sins, they are always greatly relieved.”

KEY WORDS

) graveyard n. M (] dreadful adj, SI1EAE

O variety n. S¥h Clgrip v. 4E

Clunmarked adj. &EHEH Othrob v. (/OAE. BdSE ) Bkxh
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Just then the doctor and the reverend saw Hester

Prynne and Pearl walking over a footpath that ran
through the graveyard. Pearl was disrespectfully
skipping along from the top of one tomb to the next.
Then she gathered a handful of prickly burrs from a
burdock plant and stuck them along the lines of her

mother’'s scarlet A.

KEY WORDS
Cdisrespectiully adv. FMEH Cbur n FHR

Ciskip v. Bk, B 1burdock n. 4%
1 a handful of —3# [ stick v. #LA
L] pﬂﬂkf}" Edj = Ef{,] l[.HIH. k-stuck-stuck)

47



“Ah, that child has no respect for law or authority,”
said Roger Chillingworth. “Just the other day | saw
her splash water from a horse trough on the gover-
nor. What in Heaven's name is wrong with her?”

Suddenly, Pearl ran up to the window and threw
one of the prickly burrs at Reverend Dimmesdale.

Then she laughed and called to her mother, “Let’s

go, Mother. Or the Black Man is going to get you

KEY WORDS

O] authority n. AWEL “trough . K8
Cisplash v. &, %



like he has already gotten the reverend. Come
quickly, or he’ll catch you! But he can't catch me!”

“Do you think Hester Prynne is less miserable for
bearing her shame in that letter on her breast, rather
than hiding it away in her heart?” the doctor asked
the reverend as the mother and her child walked
away from the window.

“Yes, I believe so,” answered the reverend. “But
what | really.‘ want to talk about right now is my
health. What is your judgment as to the cause of my
chronic ailment?”

“Frankly speaking,” said the doctor, “I want to
know if you have any secrets you're failing to tell
me. Have you told me everything about your

problems?”

KEY WORDS

I miserable adj. #=/Y [l frankly speaking E# %
1chronic adf. #HAM4AY O fail to. A°HE
O ailment n. 5
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This probing line of questioning visibly flustered
the reverend. “But. . . of course I have,” he stam-
mered. “Of course there are parts of my soul | could
never expose to an Earthly doctor.”

“But how can I cure your body if you have not
laid open your mind and soul?”

At this, the reverend suddenly became fiercely
angry and shoved the doctor’s hands away from him.
With a frantic gesture, he stormed u;ﬂ of the room.

Within a couple of hours, the reverend returned to
the doctor’s laboratory and apologized for his out-
burst. The two resumed their friendship effortlessly.
But later that day, while the reverend slept in his
chair, the doctor crept silently into his room.
Putting his hand on the sleeping man’s chest, the
doctor pushed back the reverend's shirt and looked

at his bare chest. The doctor shuddered for a

KEY WORDS

1 probing ad) HF&EH [ frantic adj. &IE{LEY

[ visibly adv. B b (] apologize v. i #
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moment at what he saw. Then a devilish look of

happiness and satisfaction crept across his face.
After this day, the relationship between Roger
Chillingworth and Reverend Arthur Dimmesdale
changed subtly. . The doctor maintained his calm
appearance. But secretly, he was controlling the

reverend and planning to take revenge on him.

KEY WORDS

[1devilish adj. 2L CImaintain v. {##5
CIsublly adv. fiibit
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Dimmesdale often punished himself secretly for
the crime he had commitied. He would force him-

self to go without food and sleep, and would even
whip himself until he was bloody. Then one night
he Wuﬂhtﬁfafm m&lﬁml for self-punishment _!::_-— |

~ the |..|“ }-"l—*" 3 1 e |
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commit v. I8 (§8i%. 7)) bloody adf. M H i
whip v. §i%§ method n. FE



to the scaffolding where Hester Prynne had stood
seven years earlier.

On that dark May night, the reverend climbed the
steps of the scaffolding and stood on the platform
atop it. He felt that the town was asleep and that
there was no danger of anyone discovering him.

But while he stood there, his mind was overcome
with horror, and he felt the scarlet letter burning
from within his breast. It was the source of his pain

and illness. Then suddenly, he released a shriek so

hng and loud that he expeeted the whole town to
. R e ¢ .u.hj#lmm' e.: {- 1.
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atop prep. -+ TN.E shriek n. 220y

be overcome with (M1E% ) drowsy ad EEHIED
& cackle n. IEIEEIE
release v. FEIN witch n, &
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Then the reverend perceived a light approaching
from the distance. When it got close enough for him
to recognize the bearer, the reverend saw that it was
Pastor Wilson. The pastor did not notice the rev-
erend and kept walking past. The reverend knew
that the pastor was coming from a late night vigil in
the death chamber of Governor Winthrop, who had
probably just passed away.

After the pastor passed, another ].ight approached.
This time the reverend could see that it was Hester
Prynne and Pearl.

“Hester Prynne,” said the reverend, “is that you?”

“Reverend Dimmesdale,” exclaimed Hester, who
was taken by surprise to find him standing atop the
scaffolding in the dark. “Yes, it is Pearl and 1. We are
coming from Governor Winthrop's death chamber,
where 1 measured him for a robe. We're on the way

back to our cottage.”

KEY WORDS

"1 bearer n. WiHE | pass away it
Dvigil 0. T Ol exclaim v. {504
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“Hester, Pearl, come up here,” said the reverend.

“You have both been up here before, but 1 was not
with you."

Silently, Hester held Pearl's hand, and they climbed
up the steps of the platform. In the darkness, the
reverend found Pearl’'s hand and held it. A fresh
force of life poured into his heart, and the blood
rushed through his veins. The weight was lifted from

his soul!

KEY WORDS
[1fresh adj. #&Y Cvein n HE
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“Reverend,” said little Pearl, “will vou stand here
tomorrow at noon with me and my mother?”

“No, not tomorrow,” said the reverend. “But | shall
one day.”

“But when?” asked Pearl.

“I shall stand with you and your mother before the

Lord on Judgment Day,” he answered.

KEY WORDS

Judgment Day EFMEEHEHHE
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Pearl laughed at this, and suddenly a meteor
flashed and lit up the night sky. There in its lumines-
cence stood Hester with her scarlet A, the reverend,
holding his hand over his heart, and Pearl, holding
both their hands.

When he returned his eyes to earth, the reverend
saw Pearl pointing toward a person coming closer
from the distance. As the person came closer, they
saw that it was Roger Chillingworth.

“Hester, who is that man?” asked the reverend.
“I've become frightened of him. ['ve started to hate
him!"”

“I can tell you who he is,” said Pearl. Then she put
her lips to the reverend's ear and whispered non-
sense, and then she laughed out loud.

“Child, are you mocking me?” asked the reverend.

“You are not tride,” said the little girl. “You won't

stand here with me and mother tomorrow at noon!”

KEY WORDS
[ meteor n. e 1 nonsense n. &%
1 luminescence n. &% Imock v. BiFE
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“Good sir,” said Roger Chillingworth, who had
come up to the scaffolding. “What ever are you
doing out here at this time of night? Have you been
sleepwalking?”

“How did vou know 1 was here?” asked the rev-
erend fearfully.

“I had no idea you were here. I was just walking
home from the governor’s death chamber. You'd bet-
ter come home with me now, ur- yvou'll not have
enough energy to give your sermon tomorrow.”

“Yes,” said the reverend, “I'll go home with you.”
The man suddenly felt cold and depressed, as if
rudely awaken from a dream.

After the night on the scaffolding, Hester Prynne
became worried that the reverend was losing his
mind. She remembered her agreement with Roger

Chillingworth some vears earlier, that she wonld hide

KEY WORDS

[1sermon n. dpil 1 agreement n. WHiE
“idepressed adj EFEM
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his true identity as her husband.

But now she felt it was her fault for
not warning the reverend of
Chillingworth’s terrible inten-
tions. She resolved that she
would speak with Chillingworth
and tell him that she could no
longer keep that promise. She had to
tell the reverend who his tormentor really was.

Hester did not have to wait long to speak with the
doctor. She saw him in the forest, gathering plants
one afternoon a few days later.

“Run along, and play,” she said to Pearl, “I want to
speak with the doctor.” Then she turned to
Chillingworth and said, “Doctor, I need to speak with

yvou about an important matter.”

KEY WORDS

fault n i  keep one’s promise BFEE
intention n. &E Tl tormentor n. TS
resolve v. AE
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“Ah, Mistress Hester,” he said with a smile, “I hear

the town council may soon allow you to take that

scarlet letter off your bosom."”

KEY WoRDS

Cimistress n. -8B ( BF & Ccouncil n. (. Si%8) 5
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“If I were worthy to be done with it, it would fall
off by itself,” she replied, noticing that the past seven
years had transformed Chillingworth into a creature
that resembled a devil. She knew that his life of
seeking revenge must have been transforming his
mind, body, and soul into such a dark form.

“What do you see in my face that makes you look
at it so seriously?” asked the doctor.

“Something that makes me want to weep,” she
answered. “But let us speak of another miserable
man. Seven years ago, | promised to keep your iden-
tity a secret. But | have a duty to help this man who
you are slowly killing. I must tell him who you are
so that he may understand why you are tormenting

T

him.

KEY WoRDs
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[ transform v. {9 (seck-sought-sought)
Clcreature n. A, ik Cweep v. 253
Clresemble v. {# (weep-wept-wept)

6l



62

“That cowardly priest is conscious of my influence
and my curse,” said Chillingworth. “He’s just too
afraid to admit it to himself. You are foolish to want
to help such a low wretch as him, who abandoned
you with child to the mercy of this town for all these
years.”

“I must help him,” cried Hester. “This scarlet letter
instructs me to do so. I will keep your secret no
longer.” -

“Go ahead, and tell him,” said Chillingworth. *“I
pity you for wasting your goodness on that weak
shamble of a man.”

“l pity you, too,” Hester answered. “I pity you for
sutfering such hatred that it has changed a wise man

into a demon!"

KEY WORDS
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Hester found Pearl down by the stream where she
had been playing. The little girl had arranged a green
A, just like her mother’s, on the bosom of her dress.

“Ah, my Pearl, but your green A does not have the
same meaning as the one I'm doomed to wear. Do
you know why 1 wear this letter?”

“I do,” answered Pearl. “For the same

reason that the reverend holds his

hand over his heart.”

KEY WORDS
CDarrange v. H{5l, & 1 be doomed to EE----
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Comprehension Quiz
IRIEHET %0

P\ REMEASHEESR, EROAT, HRORF,

©® Pearl was a very normal little girl. Il [F
® Hester Prynne wanted the town to take Pearl

away from her. T F
® Pearl could not be forced to adapt to rules. T|'IF

@ Hester Prynne told Pearl they were going to the
governor's mansion 1o return a pair of gloves
the governor had asked her to embroider. T [F

©® Pearl could not accept her position as an outcast
in the town. T| |F

B zrussanEans:

@ (a) The two men soon became constant companions.
(b) He used plants from the forest to make companions.

@ (a) He pushed aside the man's hands effortlessly.
(b) The two resumed their friendship effortlessly.

® (a) The doctor shuddered for 2 moment at what he saw.
(b) The shuddered leaves were ugly.
=EE
& OF ®F T T ©F
B eo@ e o@
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@ Where did Pearl tell the governor and Pastor Wilson she came

C

from?

(a) She told them she came from Heaven.

(b) She told them she came from her mother.,

(¢) She told them she came from the rosebush on the side
of the prison.

Why did Chillingworth suggest they study Pearl's nature?

(a) To guess the identity of her father.
(b) Because she was so strange.
(¢) To determine if she was a demon child from Hell.

Where did Roger Chillingworth say the ugly leaves had grown
from?

(a) From the nose of the Black Man.
(h) From the heart of 2 man buried with a secret sin.
(¢) From the resebush growing on the side of the prison.

Why did Reverend Dimmesdale climb to the top of the scaf-
folding at night?

(a) Because he wanted to punish himself for a sin.
(b) Because he wanted o see the far side of the town.
(¢) Because he wanted to enjoy a beautiful summer night.

@(c) & (a) (b O (a)
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CHAPTER 4
4 %

L

Ihe Forest
WL

Hester remained strong in her resolve to tell the
reverend just who Roger Chillingworth really was.
On a day Hester knew that the reverend would be
passing through the forest, she set out to cross his
path, taking along little Pearl. As they entered the
forest, Pearl cried out, “Mother, the sunshine doesn’t
love you! It runs away and hides because of the A
on your bosom!”

“Then you had better run away and try to catch
it!” answered her mother, The litile girl actually did

catch the sun, standing amid its brilliant splendor.

KeEYy WaorDs

Osetout HE "I splendaor n. ¥iE
D brilliant adf. BlEgy



As they passed deeper into the forest, Pearl asked
her mother to sit and rest for a while.

“Tell me a story,” she demanded.

“A story about what?” asked Hester.

“A story about the Black Man who haunts the for-
est with his big, heavy, black book with iron clasps.
And tell me about how he makes people write their
names in his book using their own blood! Did you

ever meet the Black Man, Mother?”

Ky WORDS

Ciclasp n. HEH (MPRF)

One point Lesson =

Then you had better run away and try to catch it!
BirmirE, At EmER]
had better + Sy . WIFHL--

e.g. You had better finish your work before going o bed.
LEEE A RTEEEER.
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“Who told you about this?” Hester asked.

“Last night, when we were at the house you were
watching, the old woman thought I was asleep while
she spoke of it. She said that the scarlet letter was
the Black Man's mark on you.”

“I'll tell you a story about the Black Man if you
won't ask me any more afterward,” said Hester. “I
met the Black Man once, and this scarlet letter is his
mark.” ‘

Suddenly, Hester heard footsteps coming through
the forest.

“Pearl, run along now, and play. I want to speak
with the man who's coming toward us.”

“Is it the Black Man?” inquired Pearl.

“Of course not, silly child. It is the reverend.”

“It is,” said Pearl, who could now see the reverend
coming through the darkened forest. “And he has
his hand over his heart. That's because he wrote his

name in the book and the Black Man put his mark

KEY WORDS

afterward adv. /5 Cisilly adj.

linquire v. 1[q) "ldarkened adj. FE&RY



over the reverend's heart. But why doesn’t he wear

it on the outside like you?”

“Now, go, child!"” cried Hester. “Stay near the
stream, and don’t go too far!™

Pearl walked away, singing to herself. Hester saw
the reverend coming down the path. He looked

weaker and more depressed than ever.
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she called out to him.

“Arthur Dimmesdale,’

“Reverend Dimmesdale!”

“Who speaks?” answered the reverend nervously.
“Hester, is that you?”

“Yes, it is 1,” she answered. They had not been
alone together in over seven years because of their
situation. They were both nervous and happy to see

one another.

KEY WoORDS
| situation n. GhiE



Fixing his eyes on her, he asked, “Hester, have you
found peace?”

She smiled drearily and looked down at the sym-
bol on her bosom. “Have you?”

“No, I have found nothing but darkness and
despair! 1 preach purity to my followers, but I know
the emptiness and agony of what I truly am. [ feel
like Satan is always laughing at me.”

“You are wrong to torture yourself like this,” said
Hester. “You have repented deeply for years now.
You must learn to leave your sin in the past!”

“No, Hester,” cried the reverend. “I'm not worthy
to wear these holy garments that clothe me. You are
lucky to wear the A on your chest. My mark burns
within me! If only I had one friend to whom I could

tell the truth of my sins!”

KEY WORDS

Cidrearily adv. iHinih 1 follower n. EME
“Isymbol n. #4f; =S Clrepent v. T
Tipreach v. Eif, 7 (i) Ul garment n. B
Ul purity n. 0355
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“1 am that friend and your partner in sin,” said
Hester. Then she struggled to give the reverend the
message that was the reason for their meeting on
this day. “You also have a great enemy, who lives
under the same roof as you.”

“An enemy under my roof?” the reverend said
with surprise. “What do you mean?”

“Oh Arthur,” cried Hester. “Please forgive me. A
long time ago, | agreed to deceiv'e you. The old
man, the doctor whom they call Roger
Chillingworth, he was my husband!”

A look of terrible violence came over the rev-
erend’s face. He sank down to the ground and
buried his face in his hands.

“l should have known it!” groaned the reverend.
“My heart told me he was hiding a terrible secret
from the day | first met him. Why did | not under-

stand? Oh, Hester Prynne! You are responsible for

KEY WORDS

I struggle v. #3  deceive v. BLUR
“1forgive v. BiR [l violence n. &
(forgive-forgave-lorgiven) _lgroan v. DS 3 iR
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| this! 1 can never forgive you!” he shouted.
Hester Prynne threw her arms around the reverend
and held him close to her. His cheek rested on the
scarlet letter. He tried to struggle free, but she

would not let him go.

L

“You must forgive me,” she said over and over.

“You must forgive me.”
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“Yes,” cried the reverend softly. “l forgive you
now. We are not the worst sinners in the world.
That old man’s revenge is blacker than my sin. He
is killing me in cold blood. What we did was not so
bad as that.”

“"No, what we did had a sacredness of its own.

We told that to each other when we made love,” she

whispered. "Have you forgotten?”

KEY WORDS

in cold blood ®W#Hh; A I makelove BTEM
| sacredness n. W
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“No," he whispered. “I have not forgotten.”

This was the gloomiest hour of their lives. But in
the darkness of it, there was a charm that made
them linger together. There they sat amid the dark
forest, holding hands and kissing.

“Roger Chillingworth knows that you will reveal
his identity,” said the reverend. “Now he will point
his finger at me in front of the whole town.”

“No, 1 don't think he’'ll reveal your sin to the pub-
lic,” she said. “He will find other secret ways to
satisfy his dark passion for revenge. You must get
away from this terrible man!”

“Yes, he's killing me,” cried the reverend hysteri-

cally. “But what can I do, Hester? Help me, please!”

KEY WORDS

gloomy adj. iEiIAEY, THEY reveal v. {BT%

Cicharm n. WH passion n. #t§, A4S
linger v. HEEEEH get away from -
What we did was not so bad as that.

RAE T rRwiReH anELdE,

notso + BEHME +as: B9, T
e.2 She is not so beautiful as her sister. 2 F MBI LT,
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“The sea brought you to this New World, and it
can carry you back to the old one. You should go
back to England, or you could live in Germany,
France, or even in Italy.”

“But how could I leave my post here? Even
though my soul is ruined, I'm needed to help
others.”

“You can’t help anybody if you're crushed under
the weight of your misery. You must leave this
place behind,” she said. “The future could be filled
with new chances for success. Do anything except
lay down and die!”

“Oh, Hester,” cried the reverend. “I must die here.
I don’t have the strength or courage to risk going
back into the strange, cold world alone.”

Then in a deep whisper, Hester replied, “You will
not go alone.”

At this, Arthur Dimmesdale looked into her eyes

with joy and hope.

KEY WORDS

| even though B success n. pLEE
ruined adj. S5 T BY strength n. 1§
crush v. [EiZ courage n. W5



“We won’'t look back,” said Hester. “The past is
gone. See!”

Then with her fingers she unhooked the scarlet
letter from her breast and flung it away from her
onto a rock at the edge of the stream. The letter lay

there, glittering like a lost jewel.

KEY WORDS
" unhook v. f#FF 1 glitter v. (A
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Hester heaved a huge sigh of
relief as the burden of shame
and anguish left her heart.
The freedom she felt made her
realize what a weight it had
truly been. Hester undid her
cap and let her dark, beautiful

hair fall down around her shoul-
ders. Then the sunlight came through the tops of the
trees and flooded the forest.

Hester looked again at the reverend with eyes full
of joy and said, “Now you must get to know our
little Pearl! You have seen her, but you do not really
know her yet! She's a strange child, but you will
learn to love her dearly.”

“Do you think she will want to know me?” asked
the reverend hopefully, “I have always been afraid

of little Pearl.”

KEY WORDS

TTheave v. (##Hh) ZH (T 1 anguish n. IREDRE

2. HSE) realize v. ihiRE|
burden n. Ei flood v. i



“Ah, that is so sad,” answered Hester. “She will

love you dearly. She is not far off now. I will call
her. Pearl! Pearl!”

Pearl was away, gathering up flowers for her
mother. She heard the call and came back toward
them slowly.

“Come here,” said Hester. "l want you to become
a dear friend of the reverend.”

But Pear! did not obey her mother's command.
The child only pointed to her mother’s breast,

devoid of the scarlet letter, and stamped her foot.

Key WORDS

| gather up Ek stamp v. £ (3 )
| devoid of &H



“l see,” said Hester. “Small children don't like to
see the things they've always known change even
slightly. She is missing the letter that she's seen on
me since the day she was born.” Hester pointed to
the letter at the edge of the stream and said,
“There’s the letter, Pearl. Bring it to me now.”

“You pick it up yourself,"” replied Pearl.

Frustrated with the child, Hester sighed and
walked to the side of the streamland hooked the
letter back on her breast.

“Do you know your mother now, child?” she said
to her daughter.

“Yes, now you are my mother indeed!” said little
Pearl, bounding across the stream to join them.

“Come and see him, Pearl. He wants to greet vou.
He loves you. Will you love him, too?” asked
Hester.

“Does he really love us?” Pearl asked, looking at
her mother in the eyes with sharp intelligence.

“Will he walk hand in hand with us into town?”

KEY WORDS

" slightly adv. $2#i "I bound v. Bk, X
Tl frustrate v. fERGL Tl greet v. [o)f&




“Not now, child,” answered Hester. “But soon he
will be with us all the time.”

“And will he always keep his hand over his
heart?” Pearl inquired.

Dimmesdale, embarrassed by the child's ques-
tions, stooped over and kissed her forehead, hoping
to soften her view of him. But as soon as his lips
left her forehead, she ran to the stream and washed

the kiss off her brow, as if it

were something dirty.
Then she stayed apart
from her mother and
the reverend while
they discussed their
plans to be together in

the near future.

KEY WORDS
"l embarrass v. {##iE Istoop v. {fi&
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the Story

The Symbols in the
S(‘m‘lel | etter
(2L ) MBI S

L 1]

awthorne used symbels throughout the
H Scarlet Letter"” to reinforce his main

ideas. The most important symbol in the “Scarlet

Letter” is, of course, the red letter “A" itself. This let-
ter stands for “adultery” and is an obvious symbol of Hester's
sin. However, Hester wears it proudly, and it changes mean-
ings as time passes. Eventually, it can be seen as a symbol for
“able”, Pearl, Hester's daughter, serves as a symbol of a living
version of the scarlet letter. She is troublesome, and this pun-
ishes Hester. On the other hand, she is also a blessing. Pearl

gives her mother reason to live,

Yo TN B e py s, MRS SEE TR (L), RN
CHEMT S Mgt Rar i “A” SRS, ZPFaE T (adultery ) —I8HY
Fd, BRSNS R T, MAm, T O e 2 X R
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Compared to Pearl, the scarlet letter is almost useless because

Pearl is a symbol of the passion that created the sin. This
reflects the uselessness of the Puritan “punishment” that is
given to Hester. Hester would not give in to their demands,

and instead becomes a proud and independent womarn.

Another symbol appears in the form of the meteor that lights up
the night sky as Dimmesdale stands on the scaffolding with
Hester and Pearl. Just after he tells Pearl he will stand with
her mother on Judgment Day, this light from this meteor
“reveals” to the world that
Dimmesdale belongs with
Hester and Pearl. We find
out later that he is actually
Pearl’'s father. These types
of symbols are literary
techniques that authors
use to help reinforce their

main themes.

P, LFILFE R, bk IL?I‘ifsl'ﬁ HE & Sk b
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EHAPTERNS

G it .

The Revelation
ER IS

After leaving the forest, the reverend could not
believe their meeting had been real. They had
decided that the cities of Europe would be the best
place for them to begin their new liv;es. And it hap-
pened that there was a ship in Boston Harbor set to
leave for the Old World in four days. Through
Hester's charity work, she knew the ship's captain
and was able to make arrangements that she, the
reverend, and Pearl would depart with the ship.

When Hester told the reverend of her arrangement,
he was overjoyed and remarked, “How fortunate, as

I'm set to give the election sermon in only three

day's time."

KEY WORDS

[0 harbor n. #QO [ overjoyed adj. & &ILH
" leave for BEFFE--- ! fortunate ad]. =EiEH)

I depart v. EH



The election sermon, to commemorate the swearing-
in of the new governor, was the high point in the
career of any New England clergyman.

Dimmesdale returned from his talk with Hester
possessing a sense of great physical energy that was
very unusual for him. He found that no matter what

he did, he could not become tired.

KEY WOoORDS

"Icommemorate v. €% "1 possess v. i
swearing-in n. EEHR

One Painl Lesson =

He found that no matter what he did, he couid not become tired.
e, AEFEEtAREFSERES.

no matter what: FREXF-

e.g. No matter what | say, he will not believe me.
FRERHA, AEFSBIEEN.
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Finally, the reverend entered the peace and soli-
tude of his study, where he could write his most
important election sermon. While he was occupied
with this task, there came a knock on the door.
When the reverend said, “Come in,” he feared he
would behold an evil spirit, and he did. It was Roger

Chillingworth. The reverend remained speechless.

KEY WORDS

solitude n. fHfE; E speechless ad). —HiFAHIE
be occupied with £#M T+ Y
behold v. EIL

(behold-beheld-beheld )




“Hello, Reverend,"” said Chillingworth. “I suspect
vou will need my medical assistance to help you put
your heart and strength into the task of making the
election sermon.”

“Not this time,” answered the reverend solemnly.
“My recent walk through the woods has provided
me with a renewal of spirit and energy. 1 will not
need any of your drugs.”

They both knew that they were no longer trusted
friends, but rather bitter enemies.

“Reverend, are you sure you shouldn't use my ser-
vices to help you make this most important sermon?
Heaven knows you may not be here next year to
make another one.”

“Yes, Heaven grant it, I'll be in a better world,”
replied the reverend. “But in my present frame of
body, 1 don’t need your medicine.”

“Well, I'm glad to hear it,” said the doctor.

KEY WORDS

‘assistance n. ¥ trusted adj. E{EHY
“solemnly adv. i grant v. BT
Trenewal n. & Cframe n. ARG
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After the doctor left, the reverend called his ser-
vanl to bring him a large meal. He devoured the
food like an animal that had not eaten for a long
time. Then he spent all night flinging written pages
of his sermon from the desk, as if Heaven was trans-
mitting the words through his hand.

When the reverend awoke in the morning, the pen
was still between his fingers, and the sermon was

marvelously completed.

On the day of the new governor’s inauguration, |
the marketplace was crowded with the townspeople,
who were waiting to see the procession of officials :
pass and to hear the reverend’s sermon. Hester and
Pearl joined the crowd. :

Everywhere around them were festivities,

wrestling matches, and contests. The strict Puritan
society was filled with people who were as joyful as

they were allowed to be.

KEY WORDS

T devour v. JRFFREARLE ) procession n. BA{E
Ctransmit v. {54 1 festivity n. FRIRER)
“Imarvelously adv. ZaEfiih rwrestliing 0. #2E
~Jinauguration n. FEER#L3] contest v. Lh¥%E
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When Pearl asked if the reverend would be there,

Hester said, “Yes, but he won’t be joining us. And
we shouldn’t speak to him if we see him today.”
Roger Chillingworth also came to the festival.
When Hester first spotted him, he was speaking
with the captain of the ship that would be leaving

for Europe on the following day.

KEY WORDS

festival n. FKILEA] 'spot v. &I
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When Hester later spoke to the captain, he told
her that Chillingworth would be joining them on the
voyage. Her heart sank at the fearful news, and
when she saw Chillingworth, she felt his smile hid a
terrible, secret meaning. But Hester had no time to
think about the captain’'s shocking news.

The time was at hand for the reverend to give his
sermon. When she saw the Reverend Dimmesdale,
she felt as though he were anulherl person whom
she had never seen before. She felt sad, as if he
were in another world.

Then Hester saw Mistress Hibbins, who asked her
if she had met the reverend in the forest recently.
Hester denied it. But Mistress Hibbins continued to
tell her that the reverend had been there and signed

his name in the Black Man’'s book. She said the

LEY WORDE

voyage n. fif7 at hand B %] 3%
shocking ad. < AR deny v. &iA



Black Man had his way of leaving a mark on those
who would not admit they had signed his book.

To make matters worse for Hester Prynne, the
festival had brought to town many people from outly-
ing areas. These people encircled her, staring and

pointing at her mark of shame.

outlying adj. iAimeY encircle v. B8
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On this day, Hester felt more pain than she had on
the first day she had worn the letter. What nobody

knew was that the same mark of disgrace burned on

the saintly Reverend Dimmesdale.

KEY WORDS

disgrace n. HI5¥ -saintly adj. #EH
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It was at this time that the reverend’'s powerful
and eloguent voice could be heard throughout the
marketplace, coming from a high pedestal at the
eastern end of the marketplace. People were
brought to silence by his profound words. Many
people said that never before had they heard so
wise, so high, and so holy a spirit speak as they
heard on that day.

Through his powerful waves of Heaven-inspired
words, the reverend reached his proudest peak of
glory, as he stood atop the pedestal.

Meanwhile, Hester and Pearl stood next to the old
scaffolding with the symbol still burning on her

breast.

KEY WORDS

eloguent adj. HiRAE L Cpeak n BES, TN
pedestal n. M glory n. 3%, F#
profound adj. BEREICH meanwhile adv. Eid

' Heaven-inspired adj. #i/2H
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When the reverend’s sermon was finished, music
began, and a procession of honorable town fathers
began walking on pathway through the crowds of
people.

When they reached the wesiern end of the market-
place, the people cheered. As the shouts died down,
Hester saw the reverend, and was shocked at how
very pale and weak he looked. It.was as if he had
used the last of his energy to deliver his powerful
and grand sermon. Now he appeared to be a feeble
man who could barely stand by himself. Pastor
Wilson hurried 10 the reverend’s side and tried 1o
hold his arm for fear that he would fall, but the rev-
erend shook him off. He kept walking on his own,
like a shaky infant. By this time, he was very near
the old scaffold.

The crowd looked at him in shock, wondering if

his earthly faintness was just another sign of his

ey WORDS

honorable adj. o B feeble adj. HHBH

cheer v. W, WBE parely adv. #5%
deliver v. faintness n. HEE
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heavenly strength. Suddenly, the reverend turned

toward the scaffold and held out his arms.

"Hester,” he cried, "my little Pearl, come here to
me!” The look on his face was one of terrible pain.
But Pearl ran to him and threw her arms around
him. Hester, as if forced by invisible hands, slowly

approached him.

-
=g R ey
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“ hold out {4 invisible adl. H{HA-HLEY






Together, with Hester supporting the reverend’s
weight and Pearl holding his hand, they climbed up
the steps of the scaffolding together.

“Are you mad?” whispered Roger Chillingworth,
who stood near them. “Stand away from that
woman and child! You will blacken your good name
and be cast into the pit of dishonor! I can’t help vou
after this!”

“Ha ha,” the reverend laughed at Chillingworth.
“Tempter, you are too late this time. With God’s
help, I will escape you now!"

The crowd watched in an uproar as the three stood
on the scaffolding. The noblemen of rank and dignity
could not understand the meaning of his actions.

Old Chillingworth followed them, as if he were
just another actor in their guilty drama, on stage for
the final act. Looking darkly at the reverend, he
said, “You could have searched the Earth for a place
to hide from me. There is no place high or low
where you could have escaped to, except for this

very scaffolding.”

KEY WoORDS

jcast v. 33, W [ uproar n. EEE)
(cast-cast-cast) T guilty adj. IR
O pit . M — drama n. 3B

i tempter n. §|ifE
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The reverend looked to Hester, “Isn’t this better
than the plans we made in the forest?”

“1 don't know. It may lead to the death of us all,”
she replied.

“God will protect you and Pearl. As for me, [ am a
dving man. This is my last chance to accept the
truth of my shame.”

Then, the reverend faced the other clergymen, the
governor, the noblemen, and the .r:rnwd of towns-
people.

“People of New England!” he cried in a solemn
and majestic voice. “Behold me, a shameful sinner!
I should have stood here seven years ago when the
governor demanded to know the name of Hester
Prynne’s partner in sin! You have all seen the scar-
let letter that this woman wears. But there has stood

one among you whose brand of shame and infamy

KEY WORDS
' maijeslic adj. E™H infamy n. ¥Ef, HAB



you have not seen!”

Al this point, the reverend’s weakness was so
great that he nearly collapsed. But he managed to
stand by himself and stepped forward, away from
Hester and Pearl. “But now you must withess the

great power of the Lord and the true mark of shame.
Behold!"

KEY WORDS

collapse v. BT witness v. Biig

At this point, the reverend's weakness was so great that he nearly
collapsed, XBi#R, WITEL @B T S IEEL

so+ BEE + that: Mk WEF-

e.g. She was so happy that she couldn't say a word,
AW T . —EOETHE,



With a quick motion, the reverend tore away his
holy robe to expose his bare chest. The crowd was
horror-stricken as they gazed upon the terrible mira-
cle emblazoned upon the flesh of his breast. The
reverend had a look of victory on his face shortly
before he collapsed to the floor of the scaffold.

Hester raised his head in her hands, and old
Chillingworth knelt down by him and said, “You
have escaped me! You have Escapm;l me!”

*My little Pearl,” the reverend said to the child
beside him. “Will you kiss me now?”

The girl leaned forward and kissed his lips. And
with her kiss, the spell of grief that had been over
her all her life was broken. Her tears fell on her
father's cheek.

“Farewell, Hester,” said the reverend.

KEY WORDS
motion n. FH{E “kneel v. BT *:
tear v. #fFF (lkneel-kinelt-knelt)
(teartore-tom) i spell n. a8

horror-stricken adj. F1RIFH grief n. 7648 ( ghseh ) |
emblazon v. FASIBEFET farewell int. B/<, #7 |
Lvictory n, BEF
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“Shall we not meet again in Heaven?

Shall we not spend our eternal lives
together? Certainly we've paid
enough of a price for that,” she said
to him.

“Only merciful God knows,” said A
the reverend. “If He had not brought .‘1
me here to tell the truth to these people, I
would have been lost forever. Praise to His name!
His will is done! Farewell!”

With that word came the reverend’s last breath.
The crowd was silently still, in a state of shock and

awe,

KEY WOoRDS

breath n. g awe n. iy
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As the days passed, many people spoke of the
scarlet letter, just like Hester's, that they had seen
imprinted on the reverend’s breast.

Some thought he had inflicted it upon himself
through terrible self-torture. Others thought that

Roger Chillingworth had used drugs and magic

spells to inflict it upon him. And still others

believed that Heaven had placed it there to punish

him for his sin.

imprint v. Efl inflict v, H&HN

102



Many of the religious authorities defended
Reverend Dimmesdale’s character and pronounced
that his dying words declared no guilt in the matter
of Hester Prynne and her daughter. They said that
the reverend had merely used his last Earthly
moments to deliver a powerful sermon through his

own example. But the moral
that stood out from the poor
reverend’s miserable experi-
ence was ultimately, “Be

true! Be true! Be true!”

religious ad). =& declare v. B}
defend v. oo B3 moral o i8R
character n. FJ5 ultimately aclv. £



After the object of Roger Chillingworth's quest for
revenge was gone, the old man simply withered
away into nothing. He died within the same year
and left a great amount of money and property to
Hester Prynne's little daughter Pearl.

Pearl and Hester disappeared for some time after
that. But eventually, Pearl became the richest
heiress in the New World, and Hester Prynne
returned to her little cottage to continue her simple

existence of hard work and charity.

KEY WORDS

Tlquest n. iB3R Uleventually adv. $i
Cwither v, EREER " heiress n. SR A
" property n. 1 existence n. 438
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When she finally died at a very old age, she was
buried next to an unmarked grave, which along with
hers shared a single blank tombstone. Some years
later, there mysteriously appeared a shield engraved
on the tombstone. If one were to read it, they
would see the inscription, “On a Black Background,

the Letter A in Red.”

KEY WORDS
share v. §H engrave v. ¥t
shield n. E#8 [linscription n. §3, WX
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Lomprehension (Quiz
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A\ mmenEEReT.

( devoured frame occupied crowd

5 -

® While he was with the task, there came a
knock on the door.

® But in my present of body, I don't need
your medicine.

® He the food as if he were an animal that
had not eaten for a long time.

© Hester and Pearl joined the

) mEsmnssnER, EMNET, HR0REF

© Hester Prynne did not tell Dimmesdale that
Chillingworth was her husband. T! [F

@ Pearl was happy when Dimmesdale kissed her. T F

@ Reverend Dimmesdale and Hester held hands
and kissed in the forest. T/ |F

O Hester told Reverend Dimmesdale that she and
Pearl would go away with him. T!|F

'R

# @ occupled ® frame @ devoured © crowd
E @eF @F @T oT
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© What did Hester do after she and Reverend Dimmesdale

agreed to run away together?

(a) She gave him a big kiss on the lips.

(b) She slapped his face.

(¢) She took the scarlet letter off her breast.

What happened when Pearl kissed Reverend Dimmesdale’s lips
on the scaffolding?

(a) She was arrested.

(b) The spell of grief over her life was broken,

(¢) She had to wear a scarlet A.

| ) misoRms, & T0AFERE

%

0

a

Reverend Dimmesdale became angry that Hester hadn't
told him Chillingworth was her husband.

Reverend Dimmesdale and Hester Prynne decided to leave
the colony.

People encircled Hester Prynne, staring and pointing at the
mark on her bosom.

Reverend Dimmesdale wrote his election sermon enthusi-
dastically,

Hester Prynne begged Dimmesdale 1o forgive her.

@ic) o (b

} @200
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