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Calaf ik

0 My name is Calaf. I was born the Prince of Tartary. I
am an old man now, but when 1 was young I
:' experienced a great challenge. [ lost a friend, but I

changed the life of a very special person. Do you

like riddles? I do.

Jem i, REHEMTET, MSRCHEE, HIERER
B —E KA., kLT Pk, HR
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" Princess Turandot EP2RAE 7
' I am Princess Turandot. Many men ask for my -

hand, but I refuse to marry them. [ think it is

important to honor our ancestors, don’t you? If you f.5

-

* i
|'.

! ]

wish to marry me, you must be very clever or else § /

b

you will pay the price!
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King Timur #A/RE

My name is King Timur. I lost

P hh

my country in war and my
sight while fleeing. I am
searching for my son,
Calaf. We were separated after the war. Luckily I have
Liu, my servant, to guide me. What would I do without

her?

FERE (BHER ) AR E. RN Fas ., E3ede, & LE
BRI T . ARPERUS, LT AR T, HRRIEES
TR Lo L — PO ., FORRGE AT IR E 2R 7

Liu #L

My name is Liu. I am King

Timur's servant. After the war [ took
care of the King. It is my duty to look
after the King and his family. I am very fond of

Calaf, and I hope we can find him soon.

WIMBLIL, REEAREEMARFL . RIIST— RSB, MR
i Al AR IOV . M BACRRCR, SR IIRE R R,



{‘i’“@%@i

My life has been full of adventur.e. Now that [ am
very old, telling stories is all I can do. My name is
Calaf. I was born the Prince of Tartary.

After a very long and terrible war, my father, King
Timur, and 1 were forced to escape from my country. I
didn't know what happened to my father but now I

was in Peking.

KEY WORDS

1 adventure n. EEE 1 escape from M-3R
i1 be forced to #iB 1 happen v. &4



I would never forget the evening I arrived in this

great city. Many people had gathered in the square in
front of the Imperial Palace. It was really amazing.
There must have been thousands of people there. I
thought that something very exciting was to occur, so |
asked, “What’'s happening?” One person in the crowd
replied, “A man will be killed soon. He had come to
try to marry Princess Turandot. He had to solve the
Princess’ riddles first before he could marry her, but he
failed. Now they will cut off his head.”

KEY WORDS

Csquare n. [T ©loccur v. &E
" imperial palace 25 o crowd n. AB¥
- amazing adj, & ARIEH 7 solve v. BE



“"Who is Princess Turandot?™ 1
asked,

“She is the Emperor’s daughter,” said

- a woman standing next to me. “She is

extremely beautiful. So many princes come

she doesn’'t want to marry any of them.
She is a cold woman. Some say that her
heart is made from stone.! To make it diffi-
cult for any man to marry her, she has said
that she will only marry the man who can
solve the three riddles she gives them. It
they fail, well,... you can see what we
are waiting for...”

Suddenly, a man dressed in palace robes appeared.
He called out, “The Prince of Persia has failed to
answer the Princess’ riddles. He will die when the

moon appears this evening.”

KEYy WORDS

- emperor n. 2% r1robe n. 138
O extremely adv. dFR 1 call out A FEE
1 be made from - iE 0 Persia iR i

1 dressin B



As 1 was listening to this, there was a loud sound

behind me. 1 turned around and saw an old man lying
on the ground. A woman yelled out, “Look. They just
threw the poor blind man on the ground.”

I rushed over and helped the man to his feet. 1 was
shocked. The old man was my own father, King
Timur,

“Father!” | cried out. “You are here in Peking. I

have been looking for you everywhere.”

KEy WORDS

G loud ad). AERY O rush over it
1 turn around 3 5 1 help...to one's feet fRAZH A
0 yell out A FEOY

| have been looking for you everywhere.
T—ES bR |

have + been + doing: REFM#TE, RrlEEIE—NETHNIE,

e.g. | have been traveling since last summer.
 EEERUE, B-NERS.



| looked up and saw another person standing by. It
was Liu. She was a very faithful servant and friend to
my father. “Liu! You are here too.”

“She has been wonderful,” said my father. “She has
been my eyes ever since | couldn't see and has given
me so much help. If she had not been with me, |
would have been dead.”

Liu was looking down at her feet.

“Liu! I'm most grateful to you for looking after my
father. You didn't have to do this. Why have you
given so much to me and my family?" I asked her.

“A long time ago in the palace, you used to smile at

"

me,” she said but her words were interrupted by a
loud gong.

KEY WORDS

01 look up ek Duseto EHEEHR

1 stand by 357E55 10 Clinterrupt v. FT8

01 faithful ad). £3EHY Cigong n. %

1 grateful adj. EHA



Many men entered the square. They carried a large
stone to the middle of the square. The stone was for
the executioner to sharpen his ax on.

“Cut off his head when the moon appears!” people
shouted. | was quite shocked by the people. It
seemed they enjoyed watching people die.

“These people are like animals,” I thought. “How
can this Princess Turandot kill so many men. She

really is a cold-hearted woman."

KEY WORDS

1 executioner n, 21FF Dax n =i
7 sharpen v. B “1 cold-hearted adj. BHR 0 BHHY
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Everyone continued calling for the death of the poor
man, but they became very quiet when the Princess
appeared.

The Princess was wearing a long white robe. From a
distance, it looked like ice. She had beautiful black
hair, which was so long that it
almost reached the floor. Her
face was perfect and her lips
were red like roses. She
opened those beautiful lips
and ordered, “Guards! Take
him away to cut oif his

head!”

KEY WORDS

ccontinue v, 4REE 1 from a distance FEimik
1 call for 3k ciguard n. B



The poor prince was dragged away to his death. It

was such a terrible night but 1 could not think of the
poor man anymore. It was like a spell had been cast
on me. All I could think of was the Princess. I couldn’t
take my eyes off her. | was filled with desire and love

for her. For a moment, my heart even stopped

beating! _

KEY WORDS

1 drag away fiiE (1 desire n. EE
o spell n. i 1 beat v. (ESEED

ticaston h ( 50i8) (beat-beat-heaten)

11
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Then, I did something which would change my life

forever. 1 said in a very loud voice, “I have come here
to make the Princess my bride. I will solve her riddles
and she will marry me.”

“No, no! They will cut your head off. I can't bear to
think of that,” Liu cried.

“This means 1 will lose you again. Please don't do
this,” Father begged me. But I didn’t listen to them. |
walked toward a very large gong in the square.
Anyone who wanted to marry the Princess had to hit

the gong three times.

KEY WORDS
r1bear v. A% Omean v. TR

(hear-hore-bome) (mean-meant-meant)



As | walked up to the gong, three men raced in front

of me and stopped me. One said, “I am Ping, the
Grand Chancellor.,” The second said, “I am Pong, the
Chief Cook.” The third said, “I am Pang, the
Marshal.”

“Do not do this!” they all cried out.

Pang said, “Look in the sky! Can't you see the ghosts
of the dead flying around this great city? They are the
men who died for the Princess’ love.”

Ping said, “There are so many pretty women. Go
and find another pretty girl.”

I just said, “No!".and walked past them. I struck the

gong three times.

KEY WORDS

Crace v. ¥EiE i1 ghost n.

1 Grand Chancellor 524§ 1 past prep. #id
1 Chief Cook EFE D i1 strike v. #0E

1 Marshal n, i (strike-struck-struck)

13
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'I:he whole crowd watched me hit the gong and then
[ could hear them whisper, “He will never solve the
riddles.” The three men were also talking among
themselves. “There have already been thirteen deaths
this year. This city is filled with blood.”

Even though everyone thought | would die, I would
not change my mind. I wanted to marry the Princess.
Soon, two guards came out and took me inside the
Palace. .

After a few moments, a group of wise men walked in
with large documents. 1 guessed they contained the
Princess’' riddles. After the wise men, came some
other men. They were carrying red and white
lanterns. Red was for a wedding and white was for a

funeral. Finally, the Emperor appeared. He did not

look like a happy man.

KEY WORDS

-1 whisper v. {EE% o lantern n. KT
o mind o & - wedding n. #4L
- wise man 5& - funeral n. #3l
r1document n. X% r twice adv. #X

r1contain v. 885



He looked at me and said, "Please do not do this.

Don't try to answer my daughter's riddles. You can

leave now before she comes.”
“No,” I replied. “I will try to answer.”

The Emperor asked me twice more, and I answered

each time, “ Let me try."”

15
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CHAPTER 1
=i

omprehension Quiz
{RiZET 2

]
r"l
A\ BEERDER.

@ |f your friend is , you can trust him,

(a) faithful (b) kind
(¢) generous (d) hardworking
@ |Ifyou something, it means you strongly want to have it.
(a) like (b) desire
(¢) hate (d) miss *

® On the wedding day, the wears a white dress.
(a) bestman (b) bridegroom
(¢) hushand (d) bride

B mmasmnns.

( fail interrupt arrive force whisper solve |

® To speak in a very quiet voice:

@ To make someone do something against his / her will:

® To reach one's destination:
© To find the answer to something:
® To be unsuccessful at something:

® To break in on someone’s speech or action:

EE

A ®ofa o) e(d
B owhisper ©force ©amve osoive ofal  oinerupt
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® Why did Calaf come to Peking?
(a) To marry the Princess Turandot,
(h) Because of the war in his country.
(¢) Because he liked adventures very much.

@ Why do the people call Turandot the ice princess?
(a) Because she looks like ice in her white robe.

(b) Because she is a cold-hearted woman.
(¢) Because everybody hated her.

) smscnnenmrn, zmmar, e,

A%

® Anyone, who wanted to marry the princess
Turandot, had to solve her riddles first.

® Liu came to Peking with the King Timur to
meet Calaf.

@ Calaf fell in love with Turandot when he first
saw her. <

©® Ping, Pong, and Pang all believed that Calaf
could solve the riddles.

@ If you want to challenge the princess’ riddles,
you should call her name loudly three times.

C e ob)
D eT @#F T ©6F ©F
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The Forbidden City
SR

T he Peking described in the opera Turandot does not exist
anymore. Giacomo Puccini, the Italian composer of this
opera, never visited China. Instead, he was inspired by Marco

Polo’'s travels.

Marco Polo journeyed to China around 800 years ago and
wrote aboul a fantastic walled city on a hill in the center of the
Chinese capital of Peking. This was the Forbidden City. It was
named this because only royalty and their servants could enter
the gates. When Princess Turandot speaks to the public, she

comes to the main gate.




| In Marco Polo’s time, Peking's streets were wide and straight.
‘He wrote that the city looked like a checkerboard, with neat

- square blocks of old mansions and fine inns.

-

 These days, the walls and buildings of the Forbidden City still

- stand, but the gates are wide open to tourists from all over the

!'

world. Turandot and all Chinese royalty may be gone,
~ but the city they lived in still stands.

Ml (P24 ) PR RORE L RIAE T . ABIEE—BARIAK
I K - %82 (Giacomo Puccini) MABIHE. WZF D] - WY HHTAY
e 27 A T 300

FLNTERT, SG0] - WP, TR R T — RO
R, R T P E AR AT b IR A, P R A AR
SLREM AL AR ], ORI % . B Aol 2 Ak S Ak i, R E)
THETIT,

fE AT - TR, ALTORAYBHIE SRR fELMET ., JLnTRA v
BEHLAL, 00T RAEE O S F AT B3

14, AL RS AR A R SUHE A I KT TED 1 & S M T T
P 22 e 5 B [ Y BB 20 M o B 0 0 (LU 1 2 36 0o 3 A7 4
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CHAPTER 2
s2 %5

Three Riddles .
i

A few moments later, the Princess appeared. She
was very beautiful and elegant. She stood like a tall
white candle. She started to speak and I felt my heart
leap out from my chest.

“I am taking revenge for the death of my ancestor,
Princess Lou Ling. A thousand years ago, a foreign
king came to her in this place, ravished and murdered
her. To honor her memory, I have vowed to never
allow any man to touch me. There are three riddles for
you but only one death,” she said.

[ replied, “There are three riddles but only one life."”

KeEY WORDS

0 elegant adj. TLHEAY O murder v. W

1 leap out i3 1 honor one’s memory A£ SR A
cichest n. 4D Ovow v. £

1 take revenge 10 O allow v. i

o ravish v. B8, E8






22

=]

She

first riddle.
“*What is the phantom

— -
=t =™

egan [

L = 4

o ask me the

born every night that dies

in the dawn but lives in the hearts of humans?”

I thought carefully about the question and answered,
“Hope.” )

She looked very uncomfortable after 1 answered but
she continued to ask the second riddle.

“What warms like a fire, boils in a fever, becomes
cold in death, but glows like a sunset and flies into
passion in victory?”

Once more, I thought carefully about the question

and answered, “Blood.”

KEY WORDS

0 phantom n. £1%, €% Ofever n. Zik, H&E

- dawn n. 3R cglow v. Bk, £

0 uncomfortable adj. A&FAREY O flyinto 2%

o warm v. 353 0 passion n. X, ik
O boil v. B, Bah



Now Turandot looked at
me in anger. Her eyes looked
as cold as ice. She asked the final question.

“What is the ice that sets you on fire? What con-
sumes you and yet freezes even harder?”

The crowd in the square stood silent and listened.
This time | thought even longer about the question.

“Turandot,” I said at last. Finally, I said, “Turandot.
You are like ice but my passion for you burns inside

me. You are what consumes my thoughts and feel-

ings."”
L]
KEY WORDS
r seton fire =% rifreeze v. K
riconsume v. EEE, {EFH* (freeze-froze-frozen)

23



The wise men standing in the square in that magnifi-
cent palace shook their heads in amazement. [ had
answered the three riddles correctly. Turandot looked
stunned for a few moments.

Then, she threw herself at her father's feet and
begged, “Please do not make me marry him. Please
father!"

But her father replied, “He has answered all of the
questions correctly. We promised that whoever
answers the questions correctly, will marry you. You
must!”

Turandot now stood and turned to look at me.

“Do you really want a wife who marries you unwill-
ingly?” she asked.

“No, 1 do not,” | replied. “So, if you can find out my
name before dawn tomorrow, I will not force you to

marry me and I will die happily at your hands.”

KEY WORDS

01 magnificent adj. E1{HHY =1 throw oneself at #h &)

1 shake one's head &L 0l whoever pron. {EEA

O correctly adv. 1IE®§iH O unwillingly adv. A1 b
Cistunned adf EEESEEMN 71 die atone's hands FEAERAF L
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This pleased Turandot very much. She smiled in her
own evil way and said, “Wonderful. No one will sleep
tonight until 1 learn your name. Tomorrow, you will
lose your head. | will give a reward to the person who
finds out your name.”

That night, no one in the city could sleep. 1 waited
in the palace garden for the sun to rise. Ping, Pong,
and Pang came to see me. Again they begged, “The
Princess will find out your name. Just please leave in
peace before she kills you.”

Suddenly, I heard a noise inside the courtyard. |
rushed in to see some guards dragging my father and
Liu into the courtyard.

One of the guards said, “These people spoke to him
yesterday. They know who he is.”

I shouted out, “No, they don't. Until yesterday, they

were complete strangers to me.”

KEY WORDS

" please v. fE@R¢ “ireward n. iR
Joevil adj. BES i courtyard n. Bt

) learn v. 1840 “complete adj. €/

25
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As soon as Turandot arrived, the guards started beat-
ing my father.

Liu cried out, “Please do not hurt him. He is only an
old man. Only I can tell you what you want to know.”

I tried to run to Liu to stop her from speaking but
some guards stopped me.

Turandot ordered, “Take her and torture her until she
tells you his name.”

“I will never tell you,” Liu screamed. “I will die
before I tell you his name.”

I was so stunned by Liu's devotion to my father and
myself, and even Turandot asked her, “Why do you
care so much about him? Why are you so willing to

sacrifice yourself for this man?”

KEY WORDS

churt v, -1 sacrifice v.
(hurt-hurt-hur) “icourage n. BN

O torture v. o) H7 B 1 be made of gy------ 285

1 scream v. ey 1 forward adv. (&) aTHb

~1devotion n. #AE r1grab v. ZF

1 care about i -1 dagger n. 527]

1 be willing to & #& 1 stab v. ¥l



Liu answered, “Love gives me courage. Your heart is
made of ice but it will be warmed by the love he can
give.”

Liu jumped forward and grabbed one of the guard's
daggers and stabbed herself in the heart. No one
could have stopped Liu because it all happened so
quickly. She fell to the ground in front of my feet and
died.

27
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I felt such emotion for poor Liu. She had given her

life to save mine. [ became very angry nﬁﬁi. |

to Turandot and said, “You are the Pnnce&sr of =

Turandot looked at me and said, “No. I :1"”' b

Wherever you go, death follows you.” w

Daughter of Heaven and my spirit flies in the h
N,
far above yours.” L_

“Perhaps your spirit may but you are on _ :_='--,_,,

‘—

with me. So you are no better than the rest of us.

I walked toward her. | took her in mg,rf ATMS and

placed my lips on hers. At first she strug

wild animal but the warmth of my kiss _..j;::,;.
her frozen heart. She broke down into tears. = \\

“The love in my kiss has warmed your heart.

will no longer be the Ice Princess,” 1 told her

KEY WORDS

7 emotion n. 158, B o1 struggle v. #84L

i save v. #H Cwarmth n, miE

O ospirit n. ¥, R 1 frozen adj. KA

Jearth n. et "1 break down into tears W#ET
1 no better than ALk ----58 ©1no longer A7

nrest n B, Hit






“As soon as [ saw you | knew that you would make
my life difficult,” the Princess said. “Go. I do not
want to know your name, It can stay a mystery.”

I replied, “I am the victor now and I do not care
whether I live or die. My name is Calaf, Prince of
Tartary.”

Later, after the sun had risen, the King sat on his
throne. Turandot and I were standing together in front

of him. :

KEY WORDS

rjassoonas —-e-Ri - victor . REFIHE
mystery n. W& ~ithrone n. FE
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The Emperor spoke to Turandot first.

Have you discovered the name of this man?

“Yes, I have, Father. His name is Love,” she re.

Then, she smiled in a way no one had eve
before. The smile was not of hate or evil but of love.

Ping, Pong, and Pang nodded approvingly and the
Emperor looked happy. Turandot became my wife and
we have lived very happily for many years. It is

wonderful to grow old with the person you love.

1 approvingly adv. $¥iFHb

31
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omprehension Quiz
fRiZEET 20

2w

T RS S BB A?

Turandol Calaf Liu Pirg, Pong, Pang

© Please do not hurt him. He is only an old man.

® Why are you so willing to sacrifice yourself for this man?
® You are like ice but my passion for you burns inside me.

© Just please leave in peace before she kills you.

BUE T3 FHRaER,

©® 1 have promised never allow any man to touch me.

e

@ I am thinking of go to Greece for my next vacation,

—
-

® 1 am look forward your birthday party next week.

M, ®Liu @Turandot @Calal ©Ping, Pong, Pang

B @ have pramised néver fo allow any man to touch me. @1 am thinking of going to
Greace for my next vacation. @1 am looking forward 1o your birthday party next week.
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Carmen K1

. My name is Carmen. [ am a Gypsy. [ love
= 4 life and I love to be free. Men easily fall

. under my spell. They are such fools. No

man will ever choose me. [ will always
decide who I love. I believe in destiny.

Don’t you?

O], R RAREET, [
i BB A TR . ] R L 2TL.
BT ABmiRR, RVEACERE. REfEHGE,
PRIE?

Don Jose J « 253

My name is Don Jose. | am a soldier. The best

thing about being a soldier is the changing of
guards at noon, I like looking at the pretty
factory workers in the square. [ wonder if I will
ever have a chance to meet one of them.

FEONFE - SR, TR, YT — AR
WAl LR . TR R I A . AARGHE
A PSR T Y —1




Micaela XKLL

My name is Micaela. | come from the country. I

am Don Jose's girl. He is a good man, but I often
catch him looking at other women. This wnn'ies‘ |

me,

FUDRILEL. M5 T TRILNE - B b,
WRARFA. R R ARG LA, R
AFE,

¥ Escamillo B&WK%

sy My name is Escamillo. T am a bullfighter. |

usually fight on Sundays in front of large

crowds. Women like to watch me fight
because I am so attractive in my uniform.

PR LR, WH, A —K
TR AR i, FRF MMM, «
IN(BE% B e L8 i
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CHAPTER 1

BI1E .

The Gypsy
and the Soldier

e e R I

I am from Spain. | do not need to tell you
my name. It is not important for this story.
The only name you really need to remember is the
name, Carmen. In a small town, there was a man
named Jose. He was a soldier and he lived in the army
barracks, which were on one side of the town square.

On the other side, there was a cigarette factory.

KEY WORDS
0 barracks n. (pl) =& O cigarette n. &1



One day, a girl named Micaela went to this town,
She came from the country and Jose was her sweet-
heart. As soon as she arrived at the square, she spoke
to the Captain of the Guard.

“Excuse me. I'm looking for Don Jose. I've come
from his village to bring a letter from his mother,” she
said.

The man replied, "The guard changes at noon and he

will be here then. You can wait until then.”

“Thank you,” she said.

KEYy WoORDS
1 sweetheart n, s EA -1 captain n. tE
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While she waited, she heard the sound of a whistle.
It came from the cigarette factory. This meant it was
lunchtime for the workers. All the women came out of
the factory and went to the square to eat their lunches.
Carmen was one of those women.

There is no way to describe her. She was a Gypsy
girl who entrapped every man with her charm. She
was beautiful and magical. She loved passionately, but
she became bored easily. She would cast aside a man
as quickly as she loved him. She loved her freedom.
She always wanted to be the one who did the choosing.
She was like a bird that would rather die than be
trapped in a cage. She would always say to her friends,

“No man will choose me. 1 will always decide who I

love.”

KEY WORDS

O whistle n. 758 1 bored adj. FaY
" describe v. #5,EE i1 cast aside #FF
1 entrap v. % i rather adv. 7%
01 charm n. $5 O trap v. B

01 magical adj. #¥EY lcage n. ¥F

(1 passionately adv. 7 iEth
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While the women were eating their meals, the
change of guard took place. Many soldiers marched
into the square. When they saw Carmen, they all
behaved differently. Each man flirted with her and
tried to get her attention. But she laughed at their
childish efforts.

“Why are you all trying so hard? I like a man who is
hard to get. Love is never simple. It shows itself just
when you are not expecting it." r

Don Jose was also there in the square. He came

under her spell immediately. He couldn’t take his eyes

off her. She suddenly turned around and saw him.

KEY WORDS

Cmeal n. —%8 (1 attention n. ;&

[ take place #17 01 childish adj. &h#EHS
0 march v. fri M effort n. ¥

[ behave v. fTARI 01 under a spell & *

o flirt v, 1815 1 immediately adv. 18]



Just at that moment the whistle of the cigarette
factory blew again. Carmen called to her friends,
“Frasquita! Mercedes! We have to go back to work.”

But Carmen did not directly go to the factory. She
walked up to Don Jose. From her lovely hair, she

pulled a red rose and threw it down at his feet and

smiled sweetly.
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At the time this story took place, many people
believed in fate. They believed that everything that
happened was controlled by destiny.

Don Jose knew that if he picked up the rose, he
would be trapped forever by her. If that happened,
Carmen could do whatever she wanted with his heart.
They remained looking at each other. After a long
silence, he bent down and picked up the rose. Now he
was hers. He was bewitched, and could do nothing

but wait for destiny to show him his future happiness.

KEYy WORDS

O fate n. fpiE r1silence n. FiH

r1 control v, = Cibend v. iE

0 whatever pron. Titft4 (bend-bent-bent)

O remain v. {25 -1 bewitch v. Bk
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Just after all the women had left, Micaela entered the
square. Don Jose was very surprised and pleased to
see her. He was also very happy to receive the letter
from his mother. But he could not concentrate on
Micaela or the letter. His mind and heart were in
another place. Micaela left, no doubt feeling disap-
pointed that Don Jose did not want to talk longer to
her. After she left, he almost never thought of her

again.

KEY WORDS

1 concentrate on | disappointed adj. %Ay
1 no doubt EFCEEE)



One day, a fight broke out in the factory, and
Carmen wounded another woman. No one even knew
how the fight started. Anyway, Carmen was arrested.
A captain in the army, Zuniga, told Don Jose that he
was in charge of the group of men to take her to

prison. When Carmen saw Don Jose, she smiled

sweetly at him.

KEY WORDS

0 break out & 4 1in charge of
Jwound v. #i5 ] prison n. W%t
7 arrest v. Wl



“It is destiny for us to be together. Let me go free
when we go across the bridge. Then, I'll meet you at
Lilla Pastia’s tavern. | promise | will love only you.”

“l cannot,” replied Don Jose. “I have to take you to
prison.”

“You have to let me go because your heart is in my
power. You picked up the rose. It's a magic flower that
binds us together. Can't you feel it?” she said.

Don Jose had a difficult time with this. But she was
right. He had to let her go. As she ran off, she said,

“Lilla Pastia’s tavern! Don't forget!”

KEY WORDS
C tavern n. BB O bind v. 4§
[inone's power HEAKE (bind-bound-bound)
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When Zuniga found out Carmen had escaped, he
was furious.

“You are such an idiot! You let her escape and now
you have to be punished. Lock him away in prison!”

It was well-known that Zuniga loved Carmen too.
In fact, he was relieved to have his rival taken away to
prison. Poor Don Jose just wondered how long it
wotuld be before he saw Carmen again.

Many months passed by and one night in Lilla
Pastia’s tavern, Carmen was with her friends Frasquita
and Mercedes. They were drinking wine and talking to
some smugglers. Zuniga was also there. He had

begged Carmen to forget Don Jose many times.

KEY WoRDs

r1 furious adj, MY 0 well-known adj. £cFrEME
O idiot n. B Crelieved adj. MEEE HA

O punish v. #E§7 Orival n. FE5E, WF

0 lock v. i t1smuggler n. EfHE



“He has forgotten you for sure,” he told her. “You
think he will come here for you but he won't. He was
released from prison today and he hasn’t come.”

Carmen said, “"He loves me, so he will come. |

promised | would wait. [ must keep my promise.”

KEY WORDS

0 for sure BIE Ol release v. ¥



Just then, Frasquita said, “Listen. It is Escamillo’s
procession. They are going to town. Let's go and

meet him.”
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Escamillo was a bullfighter. He was always very

well-dressed in a tight satin suit, and so many girls
thought he was very handsome. He came into the

tavern and saw Carmen.
“What is your name?” he asked.

“I am Carmen,"” she said.

“I'll use your name as a charm to keep me safe when
I fight the bulls.”

Everyone could see that Carmen was looking at him
very passionately,
It was fate that took Escamillo to the tavern. This

story would end very differently if he had gone to a
different place that night.

KEY WORDS

[l procession n. 75, BA{R

Csuit n. —FERIR
O tight adf. S Ocharm n. RS
cisatin n. BF Cbull n. 24
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After Escamillo had left, Don Jose walked through
the door. Carmen ran to him and he said, “Carmen,
my love! You are here just as you promised.” Then,
they danced together until the sun rose.

“I must go now,” he said. “It is daylight and I must
return to the barracks.”

“Don’t go back,” she begged. “Stay with me and
let's join the smugglers. We can live in the mountains

and be free,”

“1 cannot desert my army,” he said. !
Carmen stepped back.

“And | cannot love a coward. If you will not risk
anything for me, then you do not love me.” It seemed
as if she wanted a reason for him to leave her, so she

could run to Escamillo.

KEY WORDS

o daylight n. EX ricoward n. ik
tjoin v. &h0, A orisk v. B
O desert v. B3 Creason n. fEA

r1step back /5
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“Come with us,” Carmen asked him again.
“I love you and so | will come with vou,” he said.

So Don Jose went to join the smugglers in the moun-

tains with Carmen.
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omprehension Quiz
fRiZEET &0

A\ RESEESHEER, EMGET, SROEF.

©® Carmen was working in the cigarette factory. T||F

® When Don Jose saw Carmen for the first time, T||F
he couldn't take his eyes from her.

® When Carmen was arrested, Don Jose took her T|I(F
away from prison 1o free her.

© Carmen believed Don Jose would ceme to the T |F
ravern.

® Escamillo was a smuggler, and he loved Carmen. [T F

B smranss

@ Why did Micaela go to see Don Jose in the square?
(a) To tell him she loved him.
(b) To deliver a letter from his mother to him.
(¢) To tell him she was getting married.

ER
A T #T @€F oT @F
B o) e@@ el
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@ Why did Don Jose hesitate to pick up the rose Carmen threw
at his feet?

(a) Because he did not want to be trapped by her.
(b) Because he didn't know if he liked her.
(¢) Because he was in love with another woman.

® Why did Carmen injure another woman?
(a) Because the other woman wanted to marry Don Jose.
(h) Because the other woman spat at her.
(c) Nobody knew why.

C nmasmans.

HE

[ desert risk coward barracks begged ]

“I must go now,” he said. “It is daylight and I must return
to the @ i
“Don’t go back,” she @

. “Stay with me and let’s join

the smugglers. We can live in the mountains and be free.”

‘1 cannot @ my army,” he said.

Carmen stepped back.
“And | cannot love a © . If you will not ©

anything for me, then you do not love me.”

C wobarracks ®begged ©desert ©coward @risk



Gypsies and

Their Lives Sl
SN AR IR0 \h

armen was a Gypsy, so her ~—
C life seemed wild and adventurous. Modern scientific
studies have shown that Gypsies were wanderers who left
India 1,000 years ago and entered Europe in the 16th century.
Many Europeans, and even many Gypsies themselves,
believed they were from Egypt. This is how they
got their name: first they were called Egyptians,

RO DA R, Wns 4 6 FE 0 B . SRR
. B{CHEREE R, 5 AR TR R
fbfiT— TN ITaIE , ettt de®] T R K
i IREEMA, EEFEZHHRAN, AR
kB, LR TR AnREE, —HG AN
fafr] “Egypians” (M A ), %L “Gyptians”,
WBIGHEEL T “Gypsies™ [ FifHR: HiTEA)
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Christian like most Europeans. They had

darker skin and a different language and

Gypsies usually did not settle in any

When the Gypsies reached Europe, most of the

land was already settled. Gypsies were not

culture. For these reasons, Europeans did not

welcome the Gypsies. As a result, the

particular place. There were stories that

the Gypsies practiced magic, or were immoral.

Carmen represents this wild, sexual image of the Gypsies. Her
lover, the Spanish soldier, cannot control her, so he kills her.
Unfortunately, this is what happened many times throughout
European history as the Gypsies were punished for their

differences.

AT, FHEFIEAAREREEE. Mk a8, f8 AReEE Rk, Hit,
B AU A S5, S IPEANM MR IER . i, 5
A A A 2 M i s RS A
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A E 2 B i 2 A )
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A Very Difficult and

ALAfEAS 2 245

Life was very difficult for Don Jose and Carmen.
They had no comfort in their lives. In the summer,
they slept under the stars and in the winter, they slept
in very old dirty tents.

In the beginning, their passion for each other was

enough but Carmen quickly became bored.

KEY WoRDS
11 comfort n, €& Ctent n. B
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One day she said, “You should go home. This life is

not good for you. Go back to your mother and your
little village. The only thing you are good at is march-
ing around in your silly uniform.”

“l want to go but 1 will not. I love you and so |
should stay here and be with you. I will never leave

you,” he replied.

KEY WORDS

*l be good at {4 Osilly adj. BB

57



58

“But this life is difficult and you will come to hate
me. You may even kill me one day,” Carmen said.
Carmen always thought of death.

Sometime before, she and her friends had dealt the
card, while playing as fortune-tellers.

Frasquita said, “I am looking for love! 1 want a
young man to love me forever.”

Mercedes said, laughing, "I want an old man. | want
a rich old man who will die quickly ‘and leave all of his
money to me!”

While telling each other’s fortunes, Carmen picked
one card. Then they put the card back and mixed the
cards. She took another card. It was the same card.

“It’s the two of spades. You picked it twice,” cried

her friends.

KEY WORDS

1 deal the card %8 omix v, R
-1 fortune-teller n. FirE r1spade n. Bk



That card had only one meaning. It was the Death
card. “So 1 am going to die. The cards never lie,”
Carmen said.

She knew that death was waiting for her and there

was no way she could stop it.
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The next day, Micaela arrived in the smugglers’
camp. She was looking for Don Jose. But she quickly
hid behind a rock because another person also came to
the camp at the same time. It was Escamillo, the bull-
fighter. As soon as Don Jose saw him, he began shoot-
ing at him.

Escamillo shouted out, “I am not the police so stop
shooting at me. 1 have only come for Carmen!”

“What if she will not go with you?” Don Jose asked

him.

KEY WORDS

r1camp n ‘B shoot v. M
O hide v. B8 (shoot-shot-shot)
(hide-hid-hidden) “iwhat if W8



“l know that she will come. When we first met, she
looked at me in a way that she does not look at other
men. She has also been with a deserter from the army.
That is not good for her. She will come with me,”
replied Escamillo.

“It’s very dangerous to take a Gypsy’s woman away
from him,” Don Jose warned Escamillo.

But Escamillo only laughed and said, “That is true,

but you are no Gypsy. You are a soldier.”

KEY WORDS

1 deserter n. #T-FH wamn v. B85
) dangerous adj. faigi
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Just then, Carmen and the smugglers returned to the
camp. One of the smugglers said to Escamillo, “He will
kill you unless you leave right now.”

The bullfighter replied, “Alright. 1 will go. But I
want to invite you all to the bullring on Sunday to see
me fight.”

Escamillo looked directly at Carmen and said, “And
those who love me are especially welcome to come
and see me.” ’

Escamillo then left the camp. As soon as he had
gone, Micaela came out from her hiding place.

“I have a message for Don Jose from his mother. His
mother is sick and she wants to see him,” she said.

“Don Jose, please come with me!”

KEY WORDS
O unless conf. BRiE C1especially adv. £H
1 right now 3z %) “welcome adj. MDAy

1 bullring n. 34145 [ message n, HE
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Carmen said to Don Jose, “Yes, you should go.”

Don Jose turned around and asked, “And what?
Leave you to run into the arms of Escamillo?”

Carmen replied very bluntly, “Yes! 1 have no more
love for you. We are finished.”

Don Jose prepared to leave the camp. Before he left
he said to Carmen, “l promise that we will meet

again.” His voice was trembling.

KEY WORDS
cibluntly adv. 1834 o tremble v. %#

63



The next events happened a few weeks later. One
Sunday, there was a very important bullfight in town.
The bullring was crowded with spectators. Escamillo
arrived for the fight and Carmen came with him. She
had never looked better.

This oenly made Don Jose, who was waiting for her

in the crowd, more jealous. Frasquita and Mercedes

had seen him.

KEY WORDS

- avent n. Wi 1 jealous adj. BEIPH
- spectator n. WAk



“Carmen! He is here. You must be careful,” they
pleaded.

"No, I will go and see him if that's what he wants. 1
will not run from him."

Carmen went off to look for Don Jose. When she
found him she said, “My friends said that you were
here. They are worried you want to kill me.”

“I do not want to kill you. [ want you to love me
again. My life is nothing without you. Please come
back to me,” he said.

“Remember, | choose who I love. [ don’t love you
anymore. [ must go now. The bullfight is over,” she
said.

Don Jose was becoming angry. “You love him, don’t
you? Don’t deny it!” he snapped.

“l1 will never deny it! I do love him,” she said,

laughing as she spoke.

KEY WORDS

o careful adj. /w9 - deny v. &Fik
v plead v. B3R Cisnap v. [AEE
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He tried to stop Carmen from leaving. “Let me go or
kill me,” she demanded. Then, she took off the gold
ring that Don Jose had given her and threw it at him.

“Don’t ever give me anything ever again,” she
snapped.

At that moment, Don Jose took out his knife and
pushed it into her heart. She fell into his arms, and he
wept into her hair. His heart was truly broken.
Perhaps another man may have trietl to escape but he
did not. He stayed there with her so the police could
find him.

“My life is over. My life finished when she stopped
loving me and now I have killed the most precious
thing in the world. My life is worthless so it doesn’t
matter what happens to me,” he wept. The police

came and took him to prison.

KEY WORDS

1demand v. &% r1worthless adj. F{fT{EAY
1 truly adv. WECHD romatter v. §REFR, BE
o broken adj. B Ciweep v. R

[ precious adj. E£HHY (weep-wept-wept)



Carmen was given the most beautiful funeral. She is

dead but her love for life and freedom will always be

alive.

KEY WORDS
1 freedom n. B o alive adl. EHM
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©® The tell you about your future destiny.
(a) teachers (b) fortune-tellers
(¢) bullfighters () smugglers

® When Carmen went to see the bullfight, there were many other

(a) spectators (b) gypsies
(¢) soldiers () fighters

B mreanzansme.

(W want reply rewm ook |
Just then, Carmen and the smugglers © to the

camp. One of the smugglers said to Escamillo, “He

(7] you unless you leave right now.” The bull-

fighter @ , “Alright. I will go. But I @

to invite you all to the bullring on Sunday to see me fight."

Escamillo @ directly at Carmen and said, "And

those who love me are especially welcome to come and see
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o= Princess Amneris &iguizzs 1k

I 'am Princess Amneris. [ live in the most

. beautiful palace in Egypt. | have everything I

want except my true love, Radames, I dream of

' marrying him some day, but there is one who
stands in my way. !

WML . RO B i oy ey . B T k#0792
B AR 4, RSBWAA KA. EA AR TR,

= Aida Pifkik
0% My name is Aida. [ am a slave, but once was
a princess. I am in love with an Egyptian
general. It is hard for me as my country,
Ethiopia, is at war with Egypt. But I know he
loves me and it is our destiny to be together.

MBIk, REGR A E, MRS, RE LT R
HEE. (AR R LT E R BSEAE, BGERAVE. (B, fo
BRI, AR




Radames DALY UL

Ay name is Radames. I am the General of the

_Z_Eg',rphan army, 1 will soon go to war against
Ethiopia. If I am victorious, I will be able to marry

|
‘my sweetheart. I would do anything to be with

her.
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Amonasro FEEANIHE

I’m Amonasro. [ am the King of Ethiopia. My
country is at war with "E_gyp.t. I do miss my
daughter, Aida. She was taken from me by the
Egyptian army. I pray she is still alive, she is such a
beautiful girl. When will | see her again?
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CHAPTER 1

Amneris vs. Aida
LR 22 MIPf iR

] am Princess Amneris. My father is the
. , King of Egypt. I live in a }uunderful place. It
is the most beautiful palace, and I can
have anything 1 want. I never have to work
because there are servants to do everything

for me. [ wear the most beautiful clothes
. everyday, They are made by hand from the
best silk in the world. 1 wear diamonds, rubies,

emeralds, gold and silver. 1 have the best of everything,.

KEY WORDS

= by hand F T fil{Ef S emerald n. %86
Cruby n. 5H
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But it is not enough. [t will never be enough unless
I can have Radames. [ am so in love with Radames.
He is the general of my father’s army, and he is such a
handsome and powerful man.

| am so miserable. No one knows how miserable 1
am. Every night, 1 cry myself to sleep because
Radames does not love me the way I love him. No one

can give me any comfort except for him.

KEY WORDS
= bein love with & E 1 comfort n, %8
I miserable adj. fE Y T exceptfor (&7

1 cry oneself to sleep 4 EN
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Yesterday was a terrible day. We are at war with the
Ethiopians, and Ramfis, the High Priest, said to
Radames, “The King wants you to take our army to
Ethiopia to fight our enemies.”

Everyone in the palace thinks it is such a high honor.
| guess it really is, but I worry so much about him. |
cannot help but imagine his body lying dead on the
ground somewhere. Men never know how women
worry about them so much. )

But then | also had an idea. If Radames is victori-

ous, then my father will order him to marry me. That

would be wonderful,

KEY WoRrDS

o priest n. 258 -1 cannot help but #7548
o enemy n. BA i victorious. adj. Hi 4



Some time ago, | thought he would come to love me.

We used to spend a lot of time together. We used to

walk together beside the River Nile in the evening. My "t
servants would always stay further behind. They knew _": ”
that 1 wanted to be alone with him. No doubt they 2
gossiped a lot about Radames and myself. It has -
always been hard to hide my feelings but now I am " T
better at it. Even my closest friend doesn’t know how 1 3

feel about Aida.

'

\\m«.\\‘t‘a’/
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KEY WORDS
" beside prep. EH "1 gossip v. i
o further adf, izH viclose adj. FEEH

i1 alone adj. SEAhAY
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Aida! She is an Ethiopian woman. She was
caught in battle and my father gave her to me

as a slave. She really is an amazing woman.

She speaks so well and when she walks, she is
so elegant. It almost seems that she is a noble
woman instead of a slave. In the palace, she
learned to do everything so quickly, and she
never seems to be bitter. In the beginning, it was very
easy to be friendly and kind to her." I often forgot that

she was born an enemy of my country.

KEY WORDS

1 catch v, #liE iinstead of M-
(catch-caught-caught) (1 bitter - adj. fHEEY
O battle n. 818 o friendly adj. ZZ3F6Y

- noble adj. ®#E MY
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There is one problem. She is beautiful. It wouldn’t
matter if I was more beautiful than her, but Radames
seems interested in her. [ detest that. When they are
in the same room together, they act differently.
Radames gazes at her repeatedly. She catches her
breath when he speaks. Every time [ see this, I am
filled with jealousy. Why does Radames want her
more than me? She is only a slave but 1 am a princess!

Yesterday, in the ceremony when Radames became
the General of the army, Aida was there. She was
shaking. I know what she was thinking. She doesn't
want to think of him dying in battle. At the end of the
ceremony, everyone cried out, "Victory to Egypt!” At
that moment, she turned pale and later 1 heard her

crying. | was the only one who knew why.

KEY WORDS

o detest v, BEE, @18 ceremony n. #3, {43
gaze v. iTHE Ipale adi, 81
1 catch one's breath &
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My name is Aida. | became a slave in the Egyptian
palace after 1 was caught in a battle. No one really
knows who [ am. I am an Ethiopian princess.

When 1 first came here, it was a horrible time for me.
Everyone treated me terribly. Every night, 1 used to
cry from homesickness.

Now I keep my pain deep inside and do not let any-
one see it. And I have to be careful that no one finds
out that I'm a princess. y

Sometimes [ wonder how | can continue with my life
in this palace. But there is one thing that even though it
gives me pain, it also gives me happiness. [ am in love
with Radames. So I have two secrets that I must keep.

Both are very hard to keep.

KEY WORDS

o1 horrible adj. =] 1HAY Cpain 0. WS

O treat v. 3 1 continue v. #E4E

[ cry from Ae-s-- 58550 01 even though 28

1 homesickness n. % 1 keep a secret R <FHAE






I sometimes wonder how | can love an Egyptian. He
is the enemy of my country. In fact, he is probably the
greatest enemy. It is his job to plan battles against my
country. This tears me apart. I feel that if I love him,
I am betraying my country and people. But also, if |

am loyal to my country, then I am lying to the man I

love.

KEY WORDS

"1 probably adv. {REIfiEHh Cloyal adj. Y
* betray v. HiR
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Yesterday, Radames became the General of the army.
It was all I could do to stop myself from running from
the ceremony. It was very hard for me to see. Of
course |1 had to shout out, “Victory to Egypt.”

Later, Ramades came to me and said, "I can ask to
marry you if I return victorious, The King will have to
allow me to marry you.”

When | heard him say that, my heart jumped for joy.
But | cannot wish for him to return victorious if it

means the defeat of my people.

KEY WORDS

allow v. iF Cidefeat v. i
joy n. MWiR
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Princess Amneris is another problem. At first, she
was very kind to me. But that slowly changed as time
went on.

I know, as well as many of the other slaves and
servants, that she loves Radames. | have heard her
laughing and talking about him with other servants and

slaves. But she never does this in front

of me.
Has she discovered that
Radames and [ love each
other? She almaost never
speaks to me now. Did she
see us together? 1 need to

be more careful.

KEY WOoORDS

1 al first G go on Lk



“Amneris! You are being foolish.” I have thought
about this so many times. My suspicions are making
my life miserable. 1 cannot live like this, worrying
about Radames and Aida.

The battle is over and Radames is coming home. Bul
Alda does not know this yet. I spoke to my father and
he agreed to tell Radames that he
must marry me. 50 il won't
matter anvmore if Aida
loves Radames.

Still, T must find out if
Aida loves Radames. If |
don't, I will never be able

to sleep at night.

el =ln)

suspicion n. HkE, thiE find out = 4
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Amneris Alda

@ [ am princess of Egypt. 1 live in a wonderful place.

® [ became a slave in the Egyptian palace after I was caught
in a battle.

© [ sometimes wonder how I can love an Egyptian.

O 1 spoke to my father and he agreed to tell Radames that
he must marry me.

©® I have the best of everything.

B nesansaz.

We walked together beside the River Nile. -
> We nsed 1o walk together beside the River Nile,

® 1 thought that one day he would love me.

y il
i

@ It was easy to be kind and friendly to Aida.

EE

A @Amnerds @Aida ©Ada o©OAmners @Amneris

B @ used to think that one day he would love me.
@ It used to be easy 1o be kind and friendly to Aida.



-r_ 4
=

RIBEFAFHEER, EWANET, SRANEF,

@ Radames loved Amneris a long time ago. T! |F

® Radames has been the priest of the country Tl |F
for a long time.

® Every servant knew that Amneris loved Radames. T F
© Aida was an ordinary woman in her country. T} |F

@ It is difficult for Aida to love Radames. T |F

[) s,
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( comfort myself army miserable honor enemies ]

No one knows how @ I am. Every night, 1 cry
G to sleep because Radames does not love me the
way I love him. No one can give me any @ except

for him. "r‘e:-‘.ter{i:_ay' was a terrible day. Because we are at
war with the Ethiopians, Ramfis, the High Priest, said to
Radames, “The King wants you to take our @ Lo
Ethiopia to light our ® ____ ." Everyone in the palace
thinks it is such a high @

C oF @F oT oF oT
) omiserable @ mysell ©comfort @army @enemias O honor
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) & Slaves

7?‘ in Ancient Egypt
\\ I AGIE

t was common in ancient times lor warring nations to take
I slaves from enemy countries. This is what happened to
Aida, the Ethiopian princess. Although she is a slave and
Ethiopian, she falls in love with an Egyptian general, When a
war breaks out again between Ethiopia and Egypt, she is torn

between her country and her new love.
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Slaves in ancient Egypt were of many kinds. Some

- people were born into slavery, some
} were bought and sold like cattle, and
some were won in war. While slaves did die
from overwork in the desert mines or in large build-
ings like the pyramids, many royal slaves were
treated quite well. They were actually better off
than many free Egyptian peasants. Aida is a
slave to royalty, so she is treated well.
However, many other slaves were beaten, or did not receive
enough food and water to live well. Life was very hard for

slaves in ancient times.
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CHAPTER 2

»

The Deception

it

Amneris has played such a trick on me. She is a
cruel woman. She did it just before the victory parade.
It was a very hot and terrible day fﬂ; me. | had to stand
by and watch my people being dragged through the

streets. All of the Egyptians were cheering and shouting

out, “Victory to Egypt!”

Horses came by and they were pulling carts full of
gold and precious things from my country. Amneris
was standing in front of me. She was dressed beauti-
fully. Her clothing was sparkling from the emeralds
and rubies and gold sewn through jt.

.
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KEY WORDS

1 play atrick BLiR, #EF meart n. KE

o cruel adj. BRESE) O sparkle v. RFIG
- parade n. T, B oosew v. Sk 4]
-1 cheer v. 3 (sew-sewed-sewn)
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t ﬂ She tricked me while we were still in
| her room. She said to me in a sad voice,
“This would be a happy day if Radames
had not been killed in battle.”
Her words shocked
me and I burst into
tears. I covered my face and
cried and cried.
Then Amneris said to me in a cruel voice,
“Stop it, Aida. Radames is not dead. You love
him, don't you? [ suspected you did and now I

have found out.”




Again, I was shocked. 1 should have suspected her
lie. I was so foolish not to.

She hissed at me, “You are nothing more than a
slave. My father has promised that Radames will
marry me, Stop crying and dry your eyes. You must
come with me to the victory parade. You
must see Radames promising to be MY
husband.”

| felt such pain. If only I could tell
her that I was a princess, too. If only she
knew that I was suitable to be the wife of

a noble man, too.

KEY WORDS

- hiss v. ZuEHE cdry v BF
1 nothing mare than {X{X -1 suitable ad/. fHECHY
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I was nearly crying, thinking of this at the parade
when something even more terrible happened. [ saw

my father, Amonasro, among my country’s people

being dragged in the streets. I ran to his side.
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“Father! Father! What have they done to you?” 1
cried out. But my father hushed me. “Shh! Don’t say
anything. They cannot find out that I am the King of
Ethiopia. If they do, they will kill us both. We must
be quiet,” he said.

I went to the King of Egypt to beg for my father’s
life.

“Your Majesty! This man is my father. Since you
have been so kind to me, please set these people free,
They are not criminals,” | begged.

But then, Ramfis said, “We should kill them all. Kill
all of the Ethiopians!”

Radames looked shocked and quickly said, “No, we
won the battle. We have their gold and their land.

Let’s not take their lives. Let them go."

KEY WORDS

“Thush v. EZE 1 setfree Bl

Cibeg v. Wk, ZK D eriminal n. SE30

= Your Majesty T O take one's life HLREA M an
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Ramfis then said, “Alright, let them go. But keep
Aida and her father. They must stay hostages in
Egypt.”

The King agreed to this. The King now looked at
Radames and embraced him like a son. 1 knew what
would happen next. I felt my heart hit the ground.

“Radames! You are the greatest warrior. You are the
victor in this war, so you should receive the greatest

prize of all. 1 give you Amneris to be your bride.”

KEYy WORDS

-1 hostage n. AR Cprize n XM
r1embrace v, 8 ~ bride n. #TiR
- warrior n. fi+



I heard the words and even though [ knew they were

coming, | could not know how badly | would feel. 1
could not breathe and [ felt my soul had been taken
from me. [ looked at Radames. He had turned pale.
He looked at me and in his eyes I could see his love for
me. My own eyes were filling with tears. What would

we do?
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I arranged to meet Radames on the bank of the River
Nile. It is so beautiful there in the evening. The
evening was very clear, and I could see each star
twinkling in the sky. It was like they knew the pain
deep in my heart.

[ meant to put an end to my miserable life, and the
reason | wanted to meet Radames was to say goodbye
to him.

| went to the river and waited. 1 lieard a noise in the
reeds by the river and I said, “Radames?” But he
didn’t reply.

It was my father. “I have to speak to you,"” he said.

“Speak quickly father,” I replied.

I didn't want Radames to see me with my father. |

wanted our final meeting to be perfect, just between
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My father quickly spoke, “One day you will be
princess again. The Egyptians are planning to attack
our soldiers, and we must be ready for them this time.
We must find out where they are going and wait for
them so that we can surprise them with an attack.”

My father looked lovingly into my eyes. He knew
how sad | was and how 1 longed to return to my
country.

“But what can | do?"” | asked my father.

He replied, “You must try to find out from Radames
which way his army will go.”

“But how can I ask him to betray his own country?”
| asked, feeling very confused.

“You must,” ordered my father. “If you don’'t, then
you will be betraying your own country. I will hide in
the reeds and listen to everything.”

My father left me and hid among the reeds to wait

for Radames.
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KEY WoORDS — '~ IO -
- attack v. i clong v. BE

1 lovingly adv. $hEH
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Radames finally came.

“My love, I have missed you so much. Please don’t
marry Amneris. Let's leave this place so that we can
be together,” I said to him. But I knew in my heart
that I couldn’t ask him to run away with me.

Surprisingly he said, “Yes, let’s go away together.
We can take the same road that the army will take on
its way to Ethiopia. We will go along the Napata
Gorge.”

Just as he said that, my father came out of the reeds
and said, “Radames, I am the King of Ethiopia.” Then

there was some noise in the reeds.

KEy WORDS
omiss v. & rgorge n, BE




Apparently someone else had been listening to our

conversation, too. Amneris! She called the priests
from the temple and ordered them to arrest Radames.
She looked extremely angry.

“You have betrayed me and your country, Radames!
I am so disappointed in you,” she said.

Radames now said, “I must accept my punishment
and go with the priests. Aida, run away! Go with
Amonasro. Go now before it is too late!”

My father took me away and we ran into the dark-

ness of the night.

KEY WoORDS
- apparently adv. &/ ~rextremely adv. 3%



What is the use of being the princess when | cannot
sleep for the sorrow? Radames came to see me in my
room tonight.

[ said to him, "Try to love me and I will go to my

father and beg for mercy. He will spare your life for

L]

me.
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KEY WORDS

c1sorrow n, HEE 0 spare v. AHE
Tmercy n. B



All he said was, “That is very kind of you Princess
Amneris, but I have no reason to live. Aida is gone and
| don’t want to live without her. [ heard she and her
father were captured and killed.”

I quickly replied, "No. Her father was captured, but
she managed to escape. If you give up your love for
her, I will save you. 1 love you just as much as she
does.”

His next words broke my heart. “I could never love
you, Amneris. [ will go and wait for my death,” he
said.

He walked out of the room and out of my life. 1
never saw him again. He was placed in a prison under
the temple. He will die a very sad death in that cold,

lonely place.

REY WORDS

"] capture v. {£3k 1 give up HLFE
7 manage to %%
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I have finally found a place where | can be happy. 1
returned to the temple by the River Nile. 1 knew that
the priests would lock Radames in the prison under the
temple, so I went there to wait for him.

“Radames, my love! I came to be with you and to
die with you. Let us die together and escape this
world of pain. Let's go to a better place together,” I

said to him. We lay in each other's arms, finally

happy together. ¢

|
|
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It has been a long time since the priests imprisoned
Radames. He must be dead by now. I never found out
what happened to Aida. Perhaps my jealousy killed
them both. 1| found out later that she too was a
princess. We could have been such good friends.
Instead, | was unkind to her. I cry every night for
Radames. If Aida is dead, then I cry for her too, |

hope they can both find happiness in their next lives.

kT -
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imprison v. % X by now B4
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@ The King now looked at Radames and embraced him like a son.

(a) hit (h) advised
(¢) looked (d) hugged
@ He knew how | longed to return to my country.
(a) wanted (b) hated
(¢) succeeded (cl) was able

@ You are the victor in this war, so you should receive the greates

prize of all.

(a) money (b) reward
(¢) salary () punishment
REMSEASFAEHMARNE,

played a terrible trick on Aida.

The King announced that would marry Amneris.

met Radames on the bank of the River Nile,

saw Radames talking to and ordered the
priests to arrest them.

A ofd o eib
O Amnerts. @ Radamas @ Aida ©OAmneris, Aida
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