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CHAPTER 1

w1 E

The Origin of the Gods
U PP R

Tuda}r, the religions of ancient Greece are extinct.
Instead of worshiping the gods or goddesses of Mt.
Olympus, nowadays people read stories about these
mythical characters for entertainment. Although they
are ancient, these stories are still valuable. They por-
tray the best and worst of human behavior. These sto-
ries provide valuable insight into who we are and why
we act as we do.

Before earth and sea and heaven were created, all
things were gathered in one confused and shapeless
mass called Chaos. In Chaos slept the seeds of all

things.

KEY WORDS

Cireligion n. FEAE "1 behavior n. 74

“lancient adj. HLH "linsight n. jE% (51)
Cextinct adj, HT T/ Clereate v. Bl

Cworship v. 15%; £8 “confused adj. JRELEY

1 mythical adj. #iEEY (1shapeless adj. EHHAREY
Ulcharacter n. A% “imass n. (BWA—&H) H,
Tlentertainment n. R, EE 5,

1 valuable ‘adj. HHHER 1 Chaos n. il

Tl portray v. HEik




The first god to come into existence was Gaea,
Mother Earth. No one knows where she came from or
how she came into being. As she slept, Gaea gave
birth to Uranus, Father Sky. He became her husband,

and together they had many children.

KEY WORDS

Tl existence n. FfE give bithto % T
1 come into being %Ak



Their first three children were called the Hundred-
Handed Ones, They were huge, powerful monsters
with fifty heads and one hundred hands. They were
hideous to look at and extremely destructive. They

played with earthquakes, thunder, and lightning like

toys, and they always fought with each other.

KEY WORDS

|monster n. EA, &4 | earthquake n. H#8%
hideous adf. H#EH thunder n. &

Clextremely adv. iimi 1 lightning n. A

T destructive adj. BEMIENR



The Hundred-Handed Ones hated their father, and
or this, Uranus decided to push them deep into the
earth. He imprisoned them there in a place called
!}’artarus Tartarus was so deep underground that it
was even below Hades, the underworld that was
formed later as the final destination for the dead. No
~ god, however powerful, could escape this terrible
place.

After the Hundred-Handed Ones, three Cyclopes
were born. They were huge giants who had only one
eye in the middle of their foreheads. One Cyclops rep-
resented thunder, another lightning, and the last the
lightning bolt. The Cyclopes were the first ones to
shape metal to make armor and weapons. Uranus
feared their power also, and he threw them into

Tartarus as well.

KEY WORDS

Climprison v. 48, KB Clrepresent v. &5
(1 underground adj. e T r1 lightning bolt #
CJunderworld n. BA(E], Hb3K C1shape v. {EAE

Cform v. JERL Cmetal n. €&
Cldestination n. B, &5 Oarmor n &M
[escape v. #ER, YKHE CIweapon n. a8

Tlgiant n. EA [ as well th



The third race of beings created by Gaea and Uranus
were the Titans. They were born huge and powerful
like their elder brothers. but they were not as ugly.
They were twelve in number: six male and six female.

The Titans set about creating things like the moon,
the seas, mountains, forests, and plains. They married
each other and gave birth to a great number of other
beings. These children became the lesser gods and
goddesses of all the natural features' of the earth. For
example, the first two Titans were Oceanus and Tethys.
Oceanus formed the ocean that surrounded the earth.
He married his sister Tethys, who gave birth to the
three great rivers known to the Greeks, including the
Nile in Egypt. They also had more than three thousand

other children. Their sons were called Oceanids, and

KEY WorDs

Cirace n. (£98Y) &, % Ol lesser adf. JREMH
Omale n. B O natural ad), B#H
Tlfemale n. % Clfeature n. 4F{F, BE
Cplain n, FE Clsurround v. fUfll, IR
] a great number of A Oinclude v. f14F




their daughters were Nymphs or Oceanides.

became the minor god or goddess of a river, stream,

spring, lake, or pond.

"

KEY WORDS

[ minor adj, JREM
[ stream n. i

Tl spring n. R
C1pond n. #hik
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The imprisonment of the Hundred-Handed Ones and
the Cyclopes hurt Gaea. She began to encourage the
Titans to rebel against Father Sky. Cronus was the
youngest and the bravest of the Titans. He promised
his mother that he would defeat his father and free her

children.

When Uranus spread himself over the earth, Cronus

leapt up and swung his scythe. He seriously wounded

KEY WORDS

Jimprisonment n. 35, R¥ leap v. Bk

irebel v. B, Bl (leap-leapt-leapt)
defeat v. ¥1I Ciswing v. &8
Cfree v. B, B (swing-swung-swurig )
Tispread v. 8@, W “iscythe n. FHEA T
[:-;p|'L'.1{|~_-;]HL*JLE-:-;H'L:1¢l} wound v. ff%f"ﬁ



Uranus by cutting off a vital organ. This organ fell into
'M&ﬂn. where it created the goddess of love,
A Z,t_’-= rodite.

the sky and the earth never touched again. Uranus
cursed Cronus, saying that one of Cronus’ children
would rise up against him, just as Cronus had risen up
~ against Uranus,

Once Cronus had defeated Uranus, he married his sis-
. ter Rhea and took his father's throne on Mt. Othrys,
They gave birth to many children. However, Cronus
was cruel to these children because he remembered his

father’s curse. To prevent his children from revolting

against him, he swallowed them whole as soon as they

were born. They were immortal, so they could not die.

Instead, they continued to grow within their father.

KEY WoORDsS
Cvital adj. BHEBEEHN Cithrone n. Efir
Ciorgan n. 8% Clcruel adj. HEEHY
Clwithdraw v. B, B Lirevolt v. R, K
. (withdrw-withdrew-withdrawn) [ swallow v, &
. DOcurse v. ii% Climmortal adj. FIEAT, skday
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When Rhea was pregnant with her sixth child, she

was determined not to let her husband swallow it also.
After giving birth to a son, she wrapped a stone in a
blanket to give to her husband. Cronus quickly swal-
lowed the stone, not realizing it was not the newborn
baby. Rhea hid her son on the island of Crete. She

named him Zeus and waited for him to grow up.

KEY WoRDS

[l pregnant adj. FZH4 Clrealize v. B, EiRF
[ determined adj. #HAY “inewborn adj. ¥4
Clwrap v. 8, B “Thide v. .- FicHE
1blanket n. #i-f (hide-hid-hidden)



When Rhea thought Zeus was strong enough to chal-

enge his father, she brought Zeus back to the palace.
She gave Zeus a potion to give Cronus. As soon as the
king drank it, he began to vomit. One by one, Zeus’
older brothers and sisters were thrown from Cronus’
‘heaving mouth.

When Cronus realized what was happening, he
knew that Zeus was his child. Uranus’ curse was com-
ing true! Gasping and weak, Cronus fled the palace to
gather his strength and to call for help from his broth-
ers and sisters.

Zeus and his siblings were much weaker than their
father's generation. Zeus took them to Mt. Olympus to
organize. A Titan named Prometheus joined them.
Prometheus’ name meant “forethought” because he

could see into the future. He saw that Zeus would win

this war.

KEY WORDS

[lchallenge v. Hk&k O gather v. FEE ( Hflt)

Cpotion n. SHEWMASEH/ONE Osibling n KBEMHEE
il [l generation n. EftA

CIvomit v. MERE [l organize v. #H#H

O heave v. IERt; A Cmean v. WER

Clgasp v. B5, KA (mean-meant-meant)

Cflee v. HE Cseeinto M, TR

(flee-Nled-fled) [ future n, &3



Prometheus advised Zeus to
unlock the Hundred-Handed
Ones and the Cyclopes from
their prison. Zeus threw open
the gates of Tartarus and set
his uncles free. The Hundred-
Handed Ones hurled boulders
a hundred at a time against the
Titans. '

The Cyclopes made lightning

bolts for Zeus to use as

weapons. They also gave
Poseidon a magical trident. With it, Poseidon could
shake the earth and shatter any object. For Hades, the

Cyclopes fashioned a helmet that made the wearer

14

KEY WOoRDS

Ciunlock v, B, U Jtrident n. =13
C1prison n. HE%E C1shake v, #iRs), #EZ
1 throw open 3& HIEF (shake-shook-shaken)
T1set ... free B I shatter v. {F¥FE, WiE
T hurl v, i, Q8 object n. ik

"l boulder n. EfR Cifashion v. (FI) #1E

"I magical adj. B8

[Iwearer n TME



invisible. With these weapons and the strength of
their new allies, the Olympians won their ten-year war
against the Titans.

This war was so terrible that it nearly destroyed the
world. Old Father Sky became so weak that he was in
danger of collapsing onto Mother Earth. After the
Olympians were victorious, Zeus condemned the Titan

Atlas to support the sky on his

shoulders for eternity. Today,
Mt. Atlas in northwestern

Africa still seems to hold

up the sky.

KEY WORDS

Clinvisible adj. /FFAM, BIEH Dcondemn v. B8 (FEA) 4T

Tally n FHEE ( FFps )

CIdestroy v. BEER, RERD [l support v. i
Cicollapse v. fE3, B|T Cleternity n. k{8, iz
] victorious adj. FEFIAY [ hold up A& {E,

15






:;;E;_Bus put Cronus and his allies, except for Atlas of

irse, in Tartarus. Then he assigned the Hundred-
tanded Ones to guard the gates of Tartarus for all

With the entire world open to them after the war, the
Olympians chose the summit of Mt. Olympus for their
Fll'nme‘ Mt. Olympus lay in the center of Greece. Some
ancient Greeks thought of Mt. Olympus as more than a
real mountain. They imagined it as some mysterious
region far above all the mountains of the earth.
:fﬁ}?h'erever it was, the entrance to the home of the gods
‘Was a great gate of clouds kept by the Seasons.
Beyond these gates were the gods’ dwellings. It was a
place of perfect peace. The Greek poet Homer wrote
that no wind ever shook the peace of Olympus; no rain
or snow ever fell there. The cloudless, blue heavens
stretched around it on all sides, and the yellow glory of

sunshine bathed its walls.

- KEY WORDS .

[l except for F&------[{4h Cregion n. #X

Classign v. 98, 5k [Jentrance n. AE

i for all time ki [ dwelling n. EAf, &
Clentire adj. %¥-~#9 [ perfect ad. TEhY, B¥ay
Csummit n. T, T Clpeace n. ¥, KT

Olie v. fiF [1heaven n. X%

-~ (lie-lay-lain) [l stretch v. {#R%
[1in the center of #------thk Ciglory n. Ri%E, AR
Oimagine v. % Cbathe v. f#Eikig, {#EN2

Ol mysterious adj. #ELHY

TN



e

L

18

" CHAPTER 1 J
B1E _

omprehension (Juiz
fRiZHET %0

A HIENE NSRS, TROET, SEM0RF

@ People today still worship the Greek gods. T| |F

@ The Titans were the first race of beings created

by Gaea and Uranus.

® Cronus was the only Titan who challenged

his father.

@ The Cyclopes were the first to use métal for

making weapons and armor.

B TR REcr N EERE.
@ Cronus swallowed
the stone,

® No one knows
where Gaea

® They were immortal,

@ The war was so terrible -

©® Cronus fled his palace -
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® What is the best description of the Titans?

(a) Ugly monsters with one hundred hands.
(b) Huge giants who had only one eye.
(c) Large giants who were not as ugly as the Cyclopes.

@ According to Greek mythology, who created the sky?

(a) It formed by itself through gravity.
(b) Gaea gave birth to it.
(c) The Hundred-Handed Ones created it.

D) sz smimne.

@ Prometheus advised Zeus to the Hundred-
| Handed Ones and the Cyclopes from Tartarus.

@ No god could

® He seriously

from Tartarus,
Uranus by cutting off a vital organ.

© Zeus Atlas to support the sky on his shoulders
for eternity,
® Prometheus could into the future.
- EE
C o) eb)

D ©unlock @ escape @wounded O condemned @ see
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The 12 Olympians
BB PCIGT LI 1232

]n time, the Olympians grew in number to twelve.
Zeus and his brothers and sisters represented the first
generation of Olympians. Aphrodite, who was created
from Uranus’ severed organ, was also included in this
generation. Zeus’ sons and daughters joined this first
generation on Mt. Olympus. These twelve Olympians
replaced the Titans as the gods and goddesses of the

natural world.

Zeus became the absolute ruler of all, replacing
Cronus as god of the sky. As the ruler of all the gods,
he was all-powerful and all-knowing. He could change

his shape or the shape of anything else. Like most

KEY WORDS
Csever v. Hii#f, UIHEf Clruler n. GiGE
Creplace v. f£8 1shape n. 9hE

Tlabsolute adf. #xfAY



other gods, he traveled at the speed of thought.
However, he could be tricked or distracted. Zeus’
greatest weakness was his fondness for beautiful
women. Although he married his sister Hera, he was
constantly chasing beautiful goddesses or mortal
women. He had many children. When he had a child
with a Titan or an Olympian, the child became a god,

but when Zeus had a child with a mortal, that child

usually became a mortal hero.

KEY WORDS

Citrick v, RUSE, BRI = constantly adv. &%, BE
T distract v. {E4n( chase v. &
TIweakness n. B M mortal n. RLA

(ifondness n. B%

21
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Poseidon replaced the
Titan Oceanus as lord of the
seas. He was the second
most powerful god after
Zeus. Sailors were at his
mercy, and they prayed to
him for calm seas and safe
passage. Poseidon was stub-
born, and he usually argued
with the other gods.

Hades became the lord of

the underworld and gave the

place his own name. This is where mortals went after

their deaths. Hades was a powerful god, and he was

jealous of his kingdom.

He did not easily let dead

spirits return to the world of the living.

KEY WORDS

Cllord n. £A, S58E
Clsailor n. AKE

‘Tatone's mercy {FREAES
Cipray v. i

_Ipassage n. fifT

I stubborn adj. WiEL

_largue v. $if

“ibe jealous of Jui>SFiPEY, ofE
Ay

T kingdom n. £E

Cispirit n. Bl
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Hera, Zeus’ beautiful wife, was the goddess of mar-
riage. It is ironic that her own marriage was not a
happy one. In many stories, she was the symbol of a
jealous wife. She hated the many beautiful women
who caught Zeus’ eye.

Hestia, an older sister of Zeus, played no part in the
ancient Greek myths. She was the goddess of the fire-
place. The Greeks would carry their newborn children
around this fireplace before they

were accepted into

the family.

KEY WORDS

Cimarriage n. HEH Cplay apart &Z{EH, H¥W
Clironic adf. W #EY CImyth n. $#iF

“Isymbol n, #4F Clfireplace n. &4

U jealous adj. EIPRY Tlaccept v. H®
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Aphrodite was the goddess of love, desire, and
beauty. In addition to her natural gifts, she had a mag-
ical girdle that caused anyone she wanted to desire
her.

The other six Olympians were all sons or daughters
of Zeus. However, they did not all share the same
mother. One of them, Athena, had no mother at all!

Athena sprang full grown in armor from Zeus' fore-
head. Having sprung from Zeus’ brain, Athena repre-

sents wisdom and reason. She invented the
bridle, the trumpet, the flute, the pot,
the rake, the plow, the voke, the

ship, and the chariot. She was

Zeus' favorite child and was

allowed to use his thunderbolts.

KEY WoORDsS

[ desire n. CIwisdom n. &R

1 in addition to -« 2 %b “ireason n. H¥

C1gift n. KR Tinvent v. & A

[ girdle n. B 1bridle n. B, BFL

Clshare v. #£H, #% Tirake n. #F

Clspring v. 8k, EX “1yoke n. %
(spring-sprang-sprung) “ichariot n. &%

O brain n. AR



Hephaestus was the son of Zeus and Hera. He mar-

ried Aphrodite, but she did not love him. He was
unique among the gods because he was ugly and lame.
Some say that Hera, upset at having an ugly child,
flung him from Mt. Olympus into the sea, breaking his
legs. He was the god of fire and the forge, and he
made weapons and armor for the gods. Although he
made instruments of war, he was kind and peace-

loving.

KEY WORDS

[l unique adj. h¥5EY Cfling v. #, #8

Cllame adl. B2 (fling-Aung-flung)

C1upset adj. /(HiRY, B “iforge n. ik
[linstrument n. TR

25



Ares was another son of Zeus and Hera. Like
Hephaestus, he was disliked by both his parents. Ares
was the god of war. He killed many of his opponents,
but he was a coward.

Artemis and Apollo were twins. Their mother was

a Titan named Leto, who was one of Zeus’ earliest

mistresses.

Artemis was the goddess of chastity,

virginity, the hunt, the moon, and

the natural environment. She
was the lady of wild things and
the hunter of the gods. All wild
animals, especially the deer,

were sacred to her.

KEY WORDS

i opponent n. X Cichastity n. 455
“lcoward n. &%k 1 virginity n. W
Tltwins n. ZEE L 1 environment n. 4§
~I mistress n. 1§H “lsacred adj. #EM



‘Apollo was very important in Greek

‘mythology and was respected almost
as much as Zeus. He represented
many things, including order, harmony,
and civilization. Apollo's most impor-
tant duty was as the sun god. Every
day, he would drive his sun chariot
across the sky to give light and
warmth to mortals. He was also the
‘god of music. Apollo would entertain
‘the other Olympians with sweet music from

‘his golden harp. In addition, he was an excellent
-archer and was sometimes worshiped as the god of

archery.

| KEY WORDS
CI'mythology n. #i& [l entertain v. 2%
[irespect v. Ml Charp n. BE
U1 harmony n. #lig 1in addition &k
[ civilization n. 3 “larcher n. HF
Ciwarmth 0. iR “larchery n. §FAR
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Hermes was the youngest Olympian
and also was the son of Zeus and the
nymph Maia. Hermes was the god
of shepherds, merchants, public
speakers, literature, athletics, and
thieves. He was known for his cun-

ning. Most importantly, he was the

messenger of the gods. It was his duty
to guide the souls of the dead down to the
underworld. He was also closely connected
with bringing dreams to mortals.

The twelve Olympians gathered in Zeus' palace to
discuss and often to argue about the affairs of heaven

and earth. Even though they were superior to

KEY WORDS
Cinymph n.  ( BFLMGKER ) O messenger n. £

% [1guide v. 515, #55]
“1shepherd n. HIEA "1 be connected with Hi---#83%
(1 merchant n. @A “1discuss v. it
[l literature n, 33 1 affair n. BH
(1 athletics n. &&HEzD C1superiorto ( AL, FELGTHE )
O cunning n. I8, BiE =T

28



humans, they sometimes behaved very badly. They
‘were jealous and greedy, and they fought with each
other. Sometimes, instead of fighting each other
directly, they would use mortal heroes like chess
pieces to settle their arguments. This is how the
Greeks explained many lucky or unfortunate events

that happened in their myths.

i EAE R X IR R

KEY WoRDS

[1behave v. &l Clargument n. $Fit, HiF
Cigreedy ad. #0dY, RER  Dexplain v. W8
Cldirectly adv. Mg [ lucky adj. Eimfy

[ chess piece #{F () unfortunate adj. &4
Clsettle v. @R
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Prometheus
and Pandora

e K 5 24

Only two Titans were welcome at Mt. Olympus.
One was Prometheus, whose advice had ensured the
Olympians' victory. The other was Prometheus’
brother, Epimetheus. Prometheus had asked Zeus to
allow his brother always to be with him. He preferred
to keep Epimetheus near him because Epimetheus,
whose name means “afterthought”, lacked wisdom and
COMIMon sense.

Zeus assigned Epimetheus and Prometheus the task
of populating the earth with all manner of creatures.
The brothers began their task with tireless energy.
Soon fish swam in the seas, birds flew through the air,

and four-legged beasts roamed the land.

KEY WoORDS

“Iwelcome adj. EIEY TIpopulate v. {EELE
“lensure v. TR “lcreature n. $£4), B
Clvictory n. R Cbeast n. %, HE
Cpreferto EEW, T Clroam v, Wil
D;i:rﬁn;nn sense %iR ( £iEH



But Zeus wanted a nobler animal, so Prometheus set

‘about making mankind, leaving his brother in charge

of finishing the lower creatures. Prometheus used

some mud and clay to create humans. He shaped men
to walk on two legs so that while all the other animals

turned their faces downward, humans alone would

raise their faces to heaven and gaze at the stars.

KEY WORDS

[Inoble adj. ##EY
Cimankind n. AZE
[1in charge of fi1#

Cclay n. &+
Tigaze v. &F#, H]
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Zeus had commanded the Titan brothers to give each
creature a special gift. These gifts would ensure the
survival of the different species. Epimetheus gave
these gifts to the creatures he was assigned to finish.
He distributed hard shells to sea creatures, strength to
the big cats like lions and tigers, feathers to winged
animals, and sharp teeth to hunters. Epimetheus gave
the lower creatures so many of these gifts that there
was nothing left to give to humans. ‘

Prometheus was disappointed by his brother’s stu-
pidity. Men were supposed to be the most superior
creatures on earth, but there was nothing to give to
them! Naked, with small teeth and average strength,

they would not survive for long.

Key WoRDS

C1command v. &% Cwinged ad). F#EBM
Clsurvival n. &%, & ] disappointed adj. %85
1 species n. #fd [ stupidity n. &%

Ol distribute v. 43+&C [ naked adf FF¥EH
Cshell n. $h#e Clsurvive v. £7F, #53&

1 feather n. FHE




Prometheus thought long and hard and then came

up with an idea. He gave men intelligence, so that
they could rise above the other creatures. Prometheus
thought that this gift was not enough, so he went up
into the heavens and lit a torch with the sun. When

he returned to earth, he gave the torch to mankind.

KEY WORDS

Clcome up with ( #xdjeliE. #ka 0 light v. A
%) 8, #d (light-lit-lit)

Clintelligence n. MK Otorch n. k3B
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With the gift of fire,
men were more than a
match for all the other
animals. It enabled
them to make weapons
of wood and steel as
well as tools for farm-

ing. It was possible

for mankind even to
reach for the heavens and challenge the gods! When
Zeus realized that Prometheus had stolen the sacred
fire of the gods and given it to mortals, he was filled
with anger. Forgetting his debt of gratitude to
Prametheus, Zeus commanded that the Titan be

chained to a rock for all eternity.

ey WOoORDS

| be more than a match for tk--—-- [ be filled with 327
E forget v. Eid

“lenable v. {EfEE (farget-forgot-fomgotien)

o steel n. g debt n. BX

farming n. #E gratitude n. B

Cisteal v fii, S chain v. H#FREE
(steal-stole-stolen)



During Prometheus' pain and suffering, men were
not left unpunished. Zeus commanded Hephaestus 1o
fashion a woman out of clay. Up to that time,
mankind had consisted entirely of males. Hephaestus
made a woman named Pandora. Her name meant “all
gifts” because she was given many gifts by the other
gods. Aphrodite gave her beauty, Apollo gave her
music, Hermes gave her persuasion, and so on. Zeus
sent Pandora as a gift to Epimetheus.

He gladly accepted the charm-
ing woman even Ihm.lghj' |
Prometheus had warned
him that Zeus was their
enemy and they musl
never accept any gifts

from him.

suffering n. B, #F and so on &%
unpunished ad| F=IELM charming adf. ¥ A8
consist of Hg«--- 4:05) wam v. BE
persuasion n. %R enemy . LA
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Pandora brought a box that Zeus had given her. She

was warned that she must never, under any circum-
stances, open the box, However, Pandora was also
gifted with curiosity. She could not stand not knowing
what was in the box. She carefully lifted the lid. To
her dismay, all sorts of hideous winged creatures came
flying out of the box so fast that she could not shut the
lid.

KEY WORDS

O] curiosity n. 33 ] all sorts of HFEHER
Cstand v 2% Oshut v. xE
(stind-stood-stood) (shut-shut-shut)

C1dismay n. {54



Zeus knew that Pandora would eventually give in to

her curiosity. Therefore, he put every sort of physical

and spiritual ill he could create in the box. Plague,

famine, misery, despair, hatred, warfare, and many

other forms of suffering escaped into the world.

After Pandora slammed the lid shut, she heard a

small fluttering sound from inside the box. Her curios-

ity caused her to lift the lid once more. A small, deli-

cate creature with golden wings flew out. Its name

was Hope.

KEY WORDS

Cleventually adv. /5
Cgiveinto [&------JE R
Ol therefore adv. itk
[ physical adj. S{&H
Ol spiritual adj. 6
O plague n. fi&

Clfamine n. 7t

Clmisery n. fi%, =g
[ldespair n. 4
Chatred n, 1818
Clwarfare n. 855
Cislam v. FEHbE |
Cflutter v. (&%) igsd
[1delicate adj. FEHY
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A sEamemEtnness,

® Apollo ; - @ the god of the underworld
® Zeus - « @ worshiped as the sun god
©® Poseidon : - @ the god of the sky

© Hermes : - @ the god of the oceans

© Hades . . @ the messenger of the gods

B sssmneames, enwsr, g

@ Ares, the god of war, was the son of Apollo. T F

@ Zeus was all-powerful and all-knowing. Ti [F

©® Athena represented wisdom and reason., T| F

© The name “Epimetheus” means “forethought”. T![F
R

h =0 8- 90— 00— -

B eF T T ©OF
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LC REMSHEEE T5EE.

©® How was Aphrodite born?

(a) She was created when Uranus' vital organ fell into the
seq.

(b) She was the daughter of Zeus and Hera.

(¢) She was the daughter of Apollo and a nymph.

@ Why did Zeus get angry at Prometheus?

(a) Because Prometheus created a woman.

(b) Because Prometheus’ brother gave all the other gifts
away.

(c) Because Prometheus gave the gift of fire to men.

D) swmsmimme.

ER

(urﬂque_ symbol  fondness  deaths atupl_dtryj

0
e

Hera was the _, of a jealous wife.

Zeus' greatest weakness was his for beautiful
females.

Mortals went to Hades after their

Hephaestus was among the gods because he
was ugly and lame.

Prometheus was disappointed by his brother's

@fa) @)
@ symbol @ fondness @ deaths © unique O stupidity
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oday, Greek tales of gods and heroes are no longer
I believed. Then why have these lales remained so popu-
lar? Part of the reason is because these myths deal with almost

every aspect of human nature: good and bad.

In stories about Greek heroes, we can read
about bravery, loyalty, and cunning. At the
same time, these heroes also contain flaws,
such as stubbornness, stupidity, and pride. For
example, Hercules was the strongest man

alive, yet he was not a very smart man.

The Greek myths also explained the creation

of most natural things, like the sun, mountains,

SR, ANEATFHAGE AT e e ay s e 7, 4, Aol stk
FeT S UGy SRR AR T e R R L Rk e TR B — 0, Eie
ay bR
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‘and even individual flowers. They
~ are complex tales that weave the
story of creation with tragic human
experience. For example, from the
legend of Narcissus, we learn how

the echo came into existence.

These tales were so impressive that

' they have greatly influenced European literature. We can see
similar plots, characters, and even monsters in stories that were
~written centuries after ancient Greek civilization disappeared.
Even today, we have television shows such as “Xena, the
Warrior Princess”, “Hercules”, and even “Star Trek” that were
heavily influenced by Greek myths. Modern authors continue
to borrow from the Greek myths because of the originality and

variety of themes they contain.

—FIE, HAFETIEREAE S BRI 0 A S IR R S Al . B, M
A gLk, TR 1 [l A B A e i
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L2 JE BUERYRCIUSAT B IS B GG 25 A 45 . M SR, WESH, &
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HEREP T ETE.

41




42

[’ CHAPTER S i

53 E _ ﬁg 3

Hera and Her Rivals — lo

BhA R

One day, Hera looked out over the world and saw it
suddenly grow dark. She immediately suspected that
her husband had created a cloud tt; hide something.
She brushed away the cloud and saw Zeus on the bank
of a river. A beautiful cow stood near him. Hera
thought the cow was a disguise for a beautiful water
nymph. She was right because the cow was actually
lo, the daughter of the river god Inachus. Zeus had
been flirting with lo. When he sensed the approach of
his wife, he changed o into a cow.

Hera joined her husband and, noticing the cow,
praised its beauty. She asked whose it was. Zeus said

he had just created it from the earth. Hera asked to

KEY WORDS

[l immediately adv. 3ZE] 1 flirt with #0211
Clsuspect v. TRER Tisense v. BEE|, |EEH
C1brush away 7, #HF [1approach n. #&iE
[ldisguise n. {43, #iE Cipraise v. Wip, BE



have the cow as a gift. Without arousing Hera's suspi-
cion, he agreed. Hera told Argus to watch the cow day
and night.

Argus had one hundred eyes in his head and never
went to sleep with more than two closed at a time. He
watched her feed during the day, and at night he tied

her up with a rope around her neck.

KEY WORDS

Tlarouse v. 3l# Cifeed v. (14 ) ngta
Clsuspicion n. PREE, TNEE (feed-fed-fed)
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One day, lo saw her father and her sisters, and she

went near them. She desperately wanted to tell him
that she was his daughter, but she could not speak.
Then she had the idea to write her name in the sand
with her foot. Inachus recognized it and realized that
this cow was his daughter, for whom he had been
searching. He hugged her neck and cried, "Alas! My

daughter! It would have been better if you had died!”

KeEY WORDS

[ desperately adv. @i search v. 34
1 recognize v. A Shug v. i



While Inachus wept, Argus came and drove him
away. Then he took a seat on a high rock, from where
he could see all around in every direction.

Zeus was troubled by the sufferings of his mistress.
He called Hermes and told him to go and kill Argus.
Hermes quickly put his winged sandals on his feet and
took his magical wand, which could make a person fall
asleep.

As soon as Hermes jumped down to earth, he stole
several sheep and went to find Argus. He played on
some reed pipes and pretended to be a shepherd. As
he approached, Argus listened with delight, for he had

never seen the instrument before.

KEY WORDS

Cweep v. Bl 1 magical wand S
(weep-wept-wept) Cireed n. A
[l drive away #iE Mpretend v. &3, ¥

[ direction n. Fifa) Tidelight n. e



“Young man,"” said Argus, “come and take a seal by
me on this stone. There is no better place for your
flocks to graze than here.”

Hermes sat down, talked, and told stories until late.
He played his most gentle music on his pipes, hoping
to put Argus to sleep. Finally, Argus’ eyes were all
asleep. As the monster's head nodded forward on his
chest, Hermes drew his sword and cut through Argus’
neck. At that moment, Hermes felt that Hera was com-
ing, so he fled. When Hera saw Argus’ severed head,
she took out his eyes angrily and put them on the tail
of a peacock. They remain there to this day.

In her anger, Hera sent a biting fly to torment lo.
The poor nymph fled over the entire world trying to
escape from this insect. Zeus pleaded with Hera to
leave lo alone. He promised not to pay lo any more

attention. Finally, Hera agreed to allow Zeus to return

KEY WORDS

Cflock n. EEBf 1 peacock n, fL#

[Igraze v. BEE Clremain v. {RiEH%

Tgentle adj. #FEHY Ol torment v. 17HE

T1chest n. BEER Jinsect n. B®

Cdraw v. & 1 plead with B3R
(draw-drew-drawn) 1 pay attention ¥

Csword n. &



fo to her former self. The coarse hairs fell from lo’s

body, her horns shrank, and her mouth grew shorter.

At last, there was nothing left of the cow except her

beauty. She reunited with her father and sisters, never

to see Zeus again.

KEY WORDS

0 former adj. MATHY - [shrink v. 248
Ciself n. B (shrink-shrank-shrunk)
Clcoarse adj, ¥HIEHY O reunite v. EI%
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Hera and Her Rivals
—C @Hﬂ‘ngﬁo

Callism was another maiden who attracted the wan-
dering eye of Zeus. She felt the wrath of a jealous Hera
when the goddess changed her into a bear.

“I will take away,” said Hera, “that beauty with

which yvou have attracted my husband.”

KEY WORDS
I maiden n. ‘i C1wandering adj. &M

] attract v. W3] Clwrath n,



Callisto tried to stretch out her arms to beg Hera to
stop, Her arms were already covered with black hair.
Her hands grew round and became armed with
crooked claws. Her voice became a terrifying growl.
The only things that remained unchanged were
Callisto’s personality and her memories.

One day, Callisto's son Arkas saw her as he was
hunting. She also saw him and recognized him as her
OWnN SON, NOW a young man.

As she approached, Arkas became alarmed and
raised his hunting spear. He was trying to kill her,
when Zeus saw this and changed Arkas into a smaller
bear. Then he picked both of them up and placed
them among the stars in heaven. There, they became

the constellations known as the Great and Little Bear.

KEY WORDS

[l stretch out {ilH Clgrowl n. MR

[ be covered with = % Clpersonality n. M, A
O armed with %6 O alarmed adj. &6

[l crooked adj. =daf) [ raise v. &

Cclaw n. M+ Ci'spear n. F

(O terrifying adj. DAY U constellation n. B
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Hera was furious to see her rival put in such an hon-
orable position. She complained to her brother
Poseidon, saying, “Do you ask why I, the queen of the
gods, have left the heavens to come to your palace
under the waves? You should know that my place in
heaven has been given to another! You will hardly

believe me, but look when night darkens the world.

KEY WORDS

[ furious adj. IEEH O] position n. i, Hfr
) honorable adj. Y&



“You will see the two of whom [ have complained
honored in the heavens. They are in the northernmost
section of the sky. Why should any mortal now worry
about offending me when they can see what rewards
there are for causing my displeasure? I punished her,
and then she is placed among the stars! Perhaps Zeus
plans to marry her and put me away! But you, my
older brother, if you have sympathy for me and do not
agree with the dishonor shown to me, I beg you to
show it. Forbid this couple from coming into your
waters, as all the other stars do. Then all will know
that these two deserve no honor.”

Poseidon agreed, and therefore, the two constella-
tions of the Great and Little Bear move round and
round in heaven but never sink, as the other stars do,

beneath the ocean.

KEY WoORDS

Tl complain v. #178 [ punish v. &

[ honor v. B4y _ C1sympathy n. @Ei§ ()

[l northernmost adj. #1EAY [ dishonor n. {55

[section n. [ 1 forbid sb. from doing #EiIE§ A
loffend v. W3R -/ CREREE

COreward n. RH [ldeserve v. %

Ul displeasure n. AW 1 beneath prep. fEeeeres >
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Apollo and
Daphne
S ZAEPR

ollo’s first love. It was not brought
but by the vengeance of Eros.
\pollo saw Eros playing with his bow and

magical arrows.

Apollo said te him, “Why do you play with such pow-

erful weapons, little boy? Leave those for men who are

worthy to use them. I myself have recently killed a terrible
beast with my arrows. Be happy with your torch, child,
and play with that, but do not think you are worthy to
play with my weapons.”

Eros replied, “Your arrows may conquer anything in

this world, Apollo, but mine shall conquer your heart.”

KEY WORDS

1 bring about {E&4 [1arrow n. &

] by accident {78 1 be worthy to Bc78 L
Ol vengeance n. R Clconquer v. MilE, fEAR
Clbow n. S



As he said this, he chose two arrows of different
workmanship: one to cause love, the other to repel love.
The first was of gold; the second was of lead. With the
leaden arrow, he struck the nymph Daphne, the daugh-

ter of the river god Peneus, With the golden one, Eros
shot Apollo through the heart.

KEY WORDS -

COworkmanship n. F£, ¥  [leaden ad) #EA

Clrepel v. $Hi4E O strike v. 9

Clead n. 3G (strike-struck-struck)
one to cause love, the other to repel love.

—XMEWRBEW, H—RANEEW.
oneBR B E—1, the other %R BT HEFH—4.

BEMRAN, —ARaMm, B—RERM.
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Daphne delighted in woodland sports and in hunting

wild animals. Many suitors wanted to marry her, but
she ignored them all because of Eros” arrow.
Her father often said to her, “Daughter, you owe me a

son-in-law. You owe me grandchildren.”

KEY WORDS

Iwoodland n. #ifh (lignore v. AIERK
Tl suitor n. BRF M son-in-law n. i



Daphne would throw her arms around her father's
neck and say, “Dearest father, please allow me always to
remain unmarried, like the goddess Artemis.” Finally,
Peneus gave his permission for Daphne to remain
single.

However, at the same time, he said, "Your own beauty
will cause you to be married someday.”

When Eros” arrow struck Apollo, the god immediately
fell in love with Daphne. He longed to make her his
wife. To him, her eyes were as bright as stars. He saw
her lips and was not satisfied with only seeing them.
He admired her hands and arms, naked to the shoulder.
He followed her in the woods, and she fled from him,

swifter than the wind.

KEY WORDS

CJunmarried adf. FRIERY [long to &E

[l permission n. i [ be satisfied with 72 F
Cisingle adj. 844 O swift ad). TktREY

Clfallin love with 2 F (& A)
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“Stay,” begged Apollo. “Daughter of Peneus, | am not
a foe. Do not run from me as a lamb runs from the
wolf. It is for love I pursue you. You make me miser-
able with fear that you might fall and hurt yourself on
these stones, and I should be the cause. Please run
slower, and I will follow slower!”

Daphne continued to run and ignored what he said.
But even as she fled, she charmed him. The wind blew

L]
her garments, and her unbound hair streamed loose

behind her. Sped by Eros' magic, Apollo ran after her.




R

In this fashion, Apollo and Daphne ran through the
woods. He ran for love, while she ran for fear. Apollo
was faster, and he slowly closed the distance between
them.

Daphne’s strength began to fail. She knew she was
about to fall down, so she called upon her father, “Help
me, Peneus! Open the earth to swallow me, or change

my form, which has caused me to come into this

danger!”

A

KEY WoRrDs

Uifashion n, #3t “icall upon 4%
I beaboutto 2 iform 0. Shi
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As soon as Daphne spoke, a stiffness came into all of
her limbs. Her chest was enclosed in tender bark. Her
hair became leaves, and her arms became branches.
Daphne’s feet were suddenly stuck fast in the ground as
roots. Her face became a tree-top, but it still retained its

beauty.

KEY WORDS

1 stiffness n. {BiF COfast adv. E2FH#
[enclose v. A Clretain v, {RE
"1 be stuck in BEZE#



Apollo stood amazed. He touched the trunk and felt
the flesh tremble under the new bark. He embraced the
branches and kissed the wood. The branches shrank
from his lips.

“Since you cannot be my wife,” said Apollo, “vou
shall certainly be my tree. 1 will wear you for my
crown, and I will decorate my harp and my quiver with
you. When the great Roman conquerors lead victory
parades in their capital, they shall also wear you as their
crowns. And, as eternal youth is mine, you also will
always be green, and your leaves will never grow old.”

Daphne, now changed into a laurel tree, bowed her

head in grateful acknowledgment.

KEY WORDS

[Jamazed adj. HRH [ quiver n. FEE

O trunk n. T J congueror n. {EfEE
Ciflesh n. B9 Cleternal adj. k{EM
Citremble v. W%, A% [ laurel tree B #EHi

1 embrace v. il Ul grateful adj. LAY
Tierown n. £ _1 acknowledgment n. 2
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SE5FE. ©prehension Quiz
| iR T &0
A\ mimsoEn s FARE,

© Who did Hera command to guard the beautiful cow that was lo?

(2) Hermes, the messenger of the gods.
(b) Apollo, the sun god, who sees everything,
(¢) Argus, the monster with one hundred eyes.

@ Why do the constellations of the Great and Little Bear never dip
into the ocean?
(a) Hera asked Poseidon to refuse them, and he agreed.
(b) They told Zeus that they were afraid of the water, and
he pitied them
(¢) They were too quarrelsome, so Poseidon refused to
allow them into his ocean.

"IB AL AR AT SR,

@ He played his most gentle music :
(sleep / Argus /1o / put / ta / hoping)

@ Leave those for men

(to / them / who / worthy / use / are)

(3] , he changed lo into a cow.
(of / approach / the / sensed / When / wife / his / he)

© Callisto was another maiden
(eye / Zeus / attracted / who / the / wandering mi]

3
A @(c) B(a)

[ ® hoping to put Argus to sleep @who are worthy to use them & When he sensed the
approach of his wife @ who attracted the wandanng eye ol Zeus



C ammumans.

(_plaaded recognized conquer longed pratendadJ

® Hermes played on some reed pipes and

to be a shepherd.
® Callisto saw Arkas and him as her own son.
® Zeus with Hera to leave lo alone.
@ Eros told Apollo, “My arrows will your
heart.”
® Apollo to make Daphne his wife.

D) regwns, sraarums.

5%

@ FEros shot Daphne with an arrow.
® Apollo chased Daphne.

® Daphne asked her father to open the earth to swallow
her.

@ Apollo teased Eros about his arrows.

® Daphne was changed into a laurel tree.

=

L O pretended ® recognized © plaaded © conquer ©longed
D 9=0=20=0<0
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CHAPTER 4 )

Phaeton and
the Sun Chariol

PRI DA N A E

Apnlln did find many lovers. Many of them were
mortals, and he had many children. ‘One of his mortal
children was a boy named Phaeton. One day, a
schoolmate laughed at Phaeton when he said Apollo
was his father. Phaeton, in anger and shame, reported
this to his mother.

“If,” he said, “I am indeed of heavenly birth, give
me, Mother, some proof of it, and establish my claim
to the honor.”

Phaeton’'s mother, Clymene, stretched her hands
toward the skies and said, “It's not difficult to go and
ask Apollo for yourself. The land from where the sun

rises lies next to ours.”

KEY WORDS

“ishame n. At “lestablish v. {E%
“1proof n. iF4E COclaim n FREAR, HF




Phaeton heard this with delight. He traveled to
India, where the sun rises. Full of hope and pride, he
approached the palace of the Sun. Apollo’s palace
stood high on columns, glittering with gold and
precious stones.

Clymene’s son advanced up the steep stairs and
entered the halls of his father. He approached Apollo,
but stopped at a distance, for the light was more than

he could bear.

KEY WoRDS

Cicolumn ., A Csteep adj. BEEGEAY

U glitter v. [AMS: “latadistance HAEKEER, RiL
_| precious stone =& "I bear v. %

“ladvance v. fifi#t (bestr-bore-bam)
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Apollo, dressed in a pur-
ple robe, sat on a- glittering
diamond throne. He asked
the boy why he had come.
Phaeton replied, “O light of
the wide world, Apollo, my
father — if you permit me to
call you that — give me
some proof, I beg you, by
which I may be known as

your son.”

Apollo told Phaeton to approach and, hugging him,

said, “My son, you do not deserve to be abandoned. 1

confirm what your mother has told you. To put an end

to your doubts, ask for whatever vou want, and I will

give it to you if it is in my power to grant it.”

KEY WoORDS

Tdressed in ¥
Cipurple ad. E&8
T permit v. iF
“abandon v. #iF

Clconfirm v. iEEE; BRIA
Tputanendto 5E
“doubt n. tREE, FHE{E
Tlgrant v. #EF



Phaeton immediately asked to drive the chariot of the
sun for one day. Apollo quickly wished he had never
made such a promise.

“1 spoke without thinking,” said Apollo. “This is the
only request I would deny you. [ beg you to change
your mind. It is not safe. You are a mortal, and you
ask for something that is beyond a mortal's power.
None but me can drive the flaming car of day. Not
even Zeus, whose terrible right arm hurls the thunder-
bolts, can do this."

However, Phaeton would not change his mind. With
a heavy heart, Apollo at last led the way to the magnif-

icent chariot of the sun.

KEY WORDS

1 make a promise 4if Ciflaming adj #EESY
“lrequest n. ER, ik 1lead the way ##E%
Cldeny v. $E48%3F 1 magnificent adj. %K

One Point Lesson

mhmwmmwmnMMam
FIBT MR ER TR,
wish + (that +} BHET, BESHEMRORL.

g :ﬁ wish | had followed her advice. BERITIMABUHRE T, ( &hF L
15 II
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While Phaeton gazed in admiration, the early Dawn
threw open the purple doors of the east. Thre path up
into heaven was covered with roses.

Apollo, when he saw the stars beginning to fade and
the earth beginning to glow, ordered the Hours to pre-
pare the horses. They obeyed and led the powerful
beasts to the chariot. Then Apollo washed his son’s

face with a magical oil.

KEY WORDS

“ladmiration n. ®E, ER “lobey v. EM
Clfade v, TEE Twash v. &
Ciglow v. ZR Toil n. il
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“This will protect yvou from the heat of my crown,
which sends forth the light and warmth of the sun,”
said Apollo.

Apollo put the crown on the boy’s head and sighed.
“You must follow my advice,” said the sun god.
“Don’t whip the horses. Instead, hold the reins tightly.
They go fast enough on their own. You will see the
marks of the wheels from where I have gone before,
and they will serve to guide yuu.'-'

The confident boy jumped onto the chariot, stood
erect, and grabbed the reins with delight. From his

mouth poured thanks to his reluctant parent,

KEY WORDS

Clprotect v. {#iF Cimark n. @ik
Tisend forth 22 i Clwheel n. i
sigh v. IS Ciserve v. #---B91EH
Cwhip v. BT [ confident adj. B{ER
Trein n. A28 lerect adj. E£HE
tightly adv. % “ipour v. it
“lonone's own Ifirih Creluctant adj. $h3ERY
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The horses filled the air with their fiery breath and
stamped the ground with impatient hooves. - The bars
were let down, and the wide open plain of the uni-
verse lay open before them. They darted forward and
parted the clouds. Such was their speed that they out-
ran the morning breezes.

The horses soon realized that the load they carried
was lighter than usual. The chariot was bounced
about as if it were empty. The horses rushed full
speed off the traveled road.

Phaeton became alarmed because he did not know
how to guide them. But even if he had known, he did
not have the strength.

For the first time, the Great and Little Bear were
scorched with heat and would have jumped into the

sea if it were possible.

KEY WORDS

Tifiery ad). kB3, BB “ldart v, Bp, 2R
“lbreath n. S & Cloutrun v. i
Clstamp v. ﬁm, o (outrun-outrin-outrin)
Tl impatient adj. A~ AT " breeze n. A

"1 hoof n. (pl. hooves) (5 ) B (bounce v. &k
[ universe n. FH “1scorch v. H#k



Phaeton did not know what to do. The boy did not
know whether to pull the reins tight or to throw them
away. He had traveled much of the heavenly road, but
there was still much more to go. He lost all his confi-

dence and began to panic.

KeYy WORDS
. confidence n. 51> Cpanic v. 188, ik
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With ter-

'\ } ror, he sud-
denly saw the

scorpion extending its

two great arms and long poison-tipped tail. When
Phaeton got closer, he smelled the p::misnn and saw the
menace in the monster's fangs. Then he finally lost
his last bit of self-control, and the reins fell from his
hands.

The horses, when they felt the reins suddenly
become loose, ran free. They dashed up high in

heaven and then down almost to the earth.

terror n. Z4f fang n. EE%E
scorpion n. 8+ self-control n. B H
extend v. {fiH dash v. 3%

menace n. Ei)
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The clouds began to smoke, and the mountaintops
burned with fire. Fields dried up from the heat.
Everywhere, plants, trees, and farms began to burn.

Three times Poseidon raised his head above the
waves and shook his trident at Phaeton. Each time,
the sea god had to dive back underwater to escape the
heat.

Phaeton saw the world on fire and felt the intolera-
ble heat. The air he breathed was like the air of a
furnace. Smoke made everything dark. He did not

know where the chariot was flying to next.

dry up i breathe v. FE
dive v. T# furnace n. I

intolerable adj. TZELRH
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Finally, Gaea, Mother Earth, called out to Zeus to
stop the destruction. :

“O ruler of the gods,” she cried. “If I have done
wrong and deserve to die by fire, why do you not kill
me with your thunderbolts? Let me at least die by your
hand. If you do not care about me, what has the
ocean done to deserve such a fate? Save what still
remains from the devouring flame of the sun!”

Then Zeus called the other gods to him, including
Apollo. He told them all was lost unless he did some-
thing. Then he climbed the tallest tower of his palace
and picked up a lightning bolt in his right hand. With
a mighty throw, Zeus launched it against Phaeton.
The boy was struck dead from the chariot and fell like
a shooting star to the earth below. His body landed in
the great river Eridanus, whose waters cooled his

burning corpse.

KEY WORDS

1 destruction n. 2% O flame n. KIE
“atleast 4 CImighty adj. 88 HH
Cifate n. fhiE Cllaunch v. 1%

Tdevour v. FE [lcorpse n. Pk



The nymphs who lived aleng this river built a tomb

for the poor boy and wrote these words on the stone:

“Driver of Apollo’s chariot, Phaeton,

Struck by Zeus’ lightning, rests beneath this stone.
He could not rule his tather’s car of fire,

But was it noble of him to try.”
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Orpheus and Eurydice
5 TR

Orpheus was another son of
Apollo. As a boy, Orpheus was given
a lyre by his father, who taught him to
play it. The boy was an excellent

pupil. Soon he could play so well that

no one could resist the charm of his music.
So sweet was Orpheus’ music that even wild beasts
would forget their fierceness.

When Orpheus grew into manhood, he married the
beautiful Eurydice. The young couple were very much
in love. However, soon after the wedding, a young
shepherd named Aristaeus saw Eurydice walking alone
in the fields. The shepherd was attracted by her

beauty, and he called out to her.

KEY WORDS

Cllyre n. BRISE 1 fierceness n. A&
I pupil n. &% 1 manhood n. BX4EHH
[l resist v. 3
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Eurydice was afraid of his intentions, and she ran
away. In her haste, she stepped on a poisonous snake
and was bitten on her bare foot. She lay dying when
Orpheus came and found her. Orpheus’ grief was
overwhelming. He picked up his lyre and sang about
his love for Eurydice and the sadness in his heart. All
who heard him were moved to tears, but none could

help him.

KEY WORDS

[lintention n. #E bare adj. FFERM
in one's haste &tk Cigrief n. FE5E
Jstep on EE| 1 overwhelming adj. #7168y
"I poisonous adj. B 1 be moved to tears ) 57&H
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Orpheus decided to look for his wife in Hades. He
descended into the underworld and sang his way past
Cerberus, the fierce three-headed dog who guarded the
gates. Finally, he arrived before the throne of Hades.
There he sang of his grief and his desire to the lord of
the dead.

“0O deity of the underworld,” sang Orpheus as he
played his lyre. “To you all who live must come. Hear
my words, for they are true. Love has led me here. I
beg you to restore the life of my dear Eurydice.
Destiny will lead us all here to your kingdom sooner or
later, but my wife came too soon. We will return
when she has lived a full life. But until then, | beg
you, let her be mine. If you deny me this, then I can-
not return alone. 1 will die here now, and you will

have us both."

KEY WORDS

Cldescend v. T _destiny n. fiE
Cldeity n. 3 I sooner or later R£
Cirestore v. %8, FER



As Orpheus sang these tender words, the very ghosts
shed tears. Hades himself could not resist feeling pity

tfor the young man.

KEY WORDS

1ghost n. % Cished v. i

(shed-shed-shed)
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Hades called for Eurydice. She was among the
newly arrived ghosts, limping with her wounded foot.
Hades permitted Orpheus to take her away on one con-
dition. Orpheus was told he could not look at his wife

until they had left the underworld and reached the sur-

face of the earth.

KEY WORDS

Climp v, 7 surface n. &H
] condition n. =&{F



Orpheus sang his gratitude, and the reunited couple
began their journey. Orpheus led, and Eurydice fol-
lowed. They passed through passages dark and steep,
in total silence, until they had nearly reached the
cheerful upper world. Then Orpheus forgot his
promise to Hades and looked back to make sure his
wife was following. Instantly, Eurydice’s spirit was
taken away back to the underworld. She barely had
time to stretch her arms out to her husband, and then
she was gone! Dying a second time, she said,
“Farewell my love,” but the sound was almost lost to
Orpheus’ ears.

Orpheus tried to follow her and begged Charon to
take him across the River Styx. The ferryman refused
and told him to go back. For seven days, Orpheus
stayed near the entrance to the underworld without

food or sleep.

Key WoORDS

Uljourney n. fRE (1 barely adv. {UR, JLFEARE
“1cheerful agj, EABREMWMERA [ begone JHXET

1upper world MbEHSR, MjE O farewell int KEIT

"1 make sure i T ferryman n. FIEA
“linstantly adv, ZzE[
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Orpheus sang about his grief and the cruelty of
Hades. His music melted the hearts of nearby beasts
and mighty oak trees. He ignored the local maidens
who tried to attract him away from his grief. In fact,
he sang bitter words against them, so that they left
him alone.

One day, drunk with wine, one of these maidens
spotted Orpheus, who was still playing his lyre.

“See there,” she shouted to her companions. “There
is the one who despises us!”

As she yelled these words, she threw her spear at
Orpheus.

The weapon flew straight at the grieving husband.
But as soon as it came within the sound of the lyre, it
fell harmlessly to the ground. So did the stones the

other women threw at Orpheus.

KEYy WORDS

Tlcruelty n. B2 spot v. FE

CImelt v. B “Icompanion n. FIEE

1 oak tree 184 “idespise v. @l

1 local adf. Zitsfy Clgrieving adj. R

1 bitter words 48 %I W RY1E “1harmlessly adv. &

[drunk ad). IEERHY



Then the women began to scream madly, and the
noise from their throats overcame the sound of the
lyre. This broke Orpheus’ spell, and soon his blood
ran freely from the stones the crazed women threw at
him. He had to stop playing, and the mad women tore
his body to pieces. They threw his head and his lyre

into the river Hebrus.

KEY WORDS

] secream v, Sy lcrazed adl. FAEM
Cthroat n. MERE, BR-F Cltear... to pieces HE2------HiFRE
Covercome, v. BT, ThE

{I: N ETCOE-U CTCAITIC-CVE MO e :]
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Downriver, Opheus’' aunts found his remains, and
they buried him at Libethra. It is said that the nightin-
gale sings more sweetly over his grave than anywhere
else in Greece. His lyre was taken by Zeus and placed
among the stars, where it forms the constellation Lyra.

Orpheus’ spirit passed a second time over the River
Styx into Hades. He found Eurydice and embraced her
with eager arms. They wander happily in the under-
world now. Sometimes he leads and she follows, and
sometimes it's the other way around. Orpheus looks
lovingly on her always and no longer fears punishment

for doing so.

KEY WoRDS

" downriver adv. & Tiff 1 the other way around R
Tiremains n. & Fas
[ nightingale n. %% C1lovingly adv. E1EME

[ eager adj. #tmy, B/ 1 punishment n. #&¥
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R ©nprehension Quiz

RIZE T %
A RESEABAGES, EWOET, HROEF,

® Only Apollo and Zeus have the strength to drive

the sun chariot. T| |F
@ Apollo was willing to accept Phaeton's wish. T| |F
® Zeus killed Phaeton with a lightning bolt. T! [F

@ The Great and Little Bear jumped into the sea
to escape the heat. . T| [F

©® The nymphs who lived along Eridanus built a
tomb for Phaeton. Ll (F

B gmeummane.

[sentioﬂh hold tight attracted by threw open 'mmat)

©® One of Phaeton's schoolmates him for
saying Apollo was his father.

@ Apollo told Phaeton to the reins.

® Apollo's crown the light and warmth
of the sun.

@ The early Dawn the purple doors that
led to the east.

® Aristaeus saw Eurydice and was her
beauty.

HE

# OF ®F ©T OF @T
E o laughedat © holdtight @ sentforth @ threw open @ altracted by



C RIESE A EEZ TlEM.

© What did Phaeton’'s mother advise her son to do?

(a) To go and see his father.
(b) To travel to Greece and consult the oracle at Delphi.
(¢) To ride a chariot across the sky.

& What mistake did Orpheus make?

(a) He insulted the god Hades.

(b) He looked back 1o see his wife just before they
reached the upper world.

(¢) He did not warn his wife about poisonous snakes.

D) mmsmns, srnnFumms.

® Apollo begged his son to make another choice.

® Phaeton lost all his confidence and began to panic.
® Zeus hurled a lightning bolt at Phaeton.

© Phaeton traveled to India, where the Sun rises.

© Gaea, Mother Earth, begged Zeus for help.

=) E T“'-
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Roman Intluence on
Greek Mythology
iy 0 LU Ay Il f G ey s ing

he Roman empire succeeded because Roman society
T produced talented leaders who efficiently organized the
military and administered the government. However, the
Romans were not as talented as the Greeks in the area of cul-
tural achievements. Roman science and literature were poor
compared to what Greek civilization had to offer. Therefore, it
was to the Roman's advantage to incorporate much of Greek

culture into their own. The Romans showed their genius in this.

The Romans did have gods of their own before they conquered

Greece. However, after they absorbed Greek culture, Roman

it 2 Ey i P A AR R el T2 B P 1T§$ﬂ A ﬁEﬂ*ﬁ‘ﬂ:‘f A, ﬂ’E{I Hu 2 =%

PARIAS IR . ARk, X et A, &% 9 AN &S A A FE .
S, P S ERER LS B FE&!J'EJF f—. FEt, % sk
e, W A I e 2 AR RO, S O R TR
i

i 5 A\ AEDE R o A TR A B S A0, A Al 7l m I s ie R,

I
1

J



and Greek gods who were similar
simply became the same god. For
example, the Roman god Jupiter
became the same as the Greek god
Zeus, Ares became Mars, and
Aphrodite became Venus. The origi-
nal Roman gods did not have interesting personalities. Only
after Greek culture was absorbed by the Romans did the gods

take on their unique human characteristics.

In this way, the Greek stories about the Olympian gods, heros,
and monsters were preserved by the Romans. Especially in the
eastern Roman empire, these myths were written down and
escaped destruction by fanatical Christian rulers in the Middle
Ages. They survived to rise again in popular imagination as

entertaining stories. -
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CHAPTERIS

P

King Midas
EERBBLS U]

Midas was king of Phrygia. He was the son of
Gordius. Midas, like his father, was a good king, but
he was not as smart as his father. His biggest fault was
that he often spoke too quickly and w.ithuut thinking.

Midas was very fond of gardening. One day, among
the bushes of his rose garden, he found a strange crea-
ture passed out from drinking too much wine. This
creature was a satyr, half goat and half man. Midas
recognized this satyr as Silenus. Silenus had acted as a
father to Dionysus, the god of wine. Dionysus' real

father was Zeus. A jealous Hera had caused the death

of Dionysus’ mother, so Zeus gave the infant Dionysus

KEY WORDS
Cfault n GRS CIpass out FREATH
1 be fond of F3% Cinfant n. 2&JL

Clgardening n. B%



to the care of Silenus and other satyrs and river

nymphs.

When Midas realized who this satyr was, he enter-
tained him with great hospitality. For ten days and
nights, Midas treated Silenus to great feasts of fruits,

meats, and bread, always with plenty of wine.

KEY WORDS

hospitality n. B18; B ifeast n. BE
freat v. Ei% plenty of A #tAY
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On the eleventh day, Midas' servants brought word
of the location of Dionysus’ camp. He brought Silenus
to Dionysus and restored him in safety to the god’s
care. Dionysus was impressed with Midas’ actions.
He offered Midas his choice of a reward, whatever he
might wish.

Without thinking, Midas immediately asked that
whatever he might touch would change into gold.
Dionysus agreed but told Midas that it was a bad
choice. Midas did not understand the god's warning
and happily left Dionysus’ camp.

On his way home, Midas could not wait to put his
new ability to the test. He could hardly believe his
eyes when he pulled an oak twig off a tree and it
became gold in his hand. He picked an apple from a
tree, and it became a perfect golden apple. In Midas’

eyes, it was the most beautiful thing he had ever seen.

KEY WORDS

“1location n. His “1choice n. k#E

Jcamp n. it Clwarning n. &

"1 be impressed with #f------E1§& [ put ... to the test A& - -
R Clability n. #EH

“loffer v. (Ex5h) 24 Itwig n. g




The king was overcome with joy. As soon as he got
home, he ordered his servants to prepare a splendid
feast. He sat down at his table to eat with his daugh-
ter. To his hufrur, he soon discovered that he could
not eat anything. Whatever he picked up turned to
gold. In a panic, Midas almost fell down, and his
daughter tried to help her father. As soon as she

touched his arm, she became a golden statue.

KEY WORDS

1 splendid adj. RIFHY  discover v. %3
"1 horror n. 1R 1 statue n. BER
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To Midas, this was not beautiful any more, In a
second, he hated this new gift of his. He hated himself
for speaking so foolishly. He realized that he would
die of starvation and loneliness. Quickly, he called to
his servants and rushed out the door, back to the camp
of Dionysus.

Midas arrived in the god's camp, relieved to find it

still there. He begged Dionysus to remove the gift he

KEY WORDS

“istarvation n. $R3E ‘relieved adj. MEHY
1loneliness n. & “lremove v. fRE, HkE
“rush out
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had given — the gift that had become a curse.

Dionysus smiled and said, “Go to the river Pactolus.
Find the spring that is its source. Wash your body in
this spring. Wash away your greed and your punish-
ment. Then go home, and find your daughter restored
to flesh and bone.”

Midas did so. As soon as he touched the waters, the
gold-creating power passed into them. The sand on
the banks of this river became gold. This river passed
through the land of Lydia. The Lydians became so rich
from mining this gold that they invented gold coins to
use as money.

Afterward, Midas hated wealth and luxury. He took
his family to live in the country, and he became a wor-

shiper of Pan, the god of nature.

KEY WORDS

spring n. & “1coin n. &M
I source n. Rk, KR ) afterward adv. E¥
i greed n. HE Twealth n. ME
“Imine v. 7% uxury n. #®iE
Tinvent v. ZHR 1 worshiper n. {84
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Pan was an excellent player of his reed pipes. He
played so well that he decided to challenge Apollo to a
musical contest. Apollo accepted the challenge, and he
and Pan chose Timolus, a nearby mountain god, to be
the judge. Timolus cleared away the trees from his ears
to listen, and the contest began.

Pan blew on his pipes first, and with his charming
melody gave great satisfaction to himself and his faith-
ful follower Midas, who happened to be present. Then
Timolus turned his head toward the sun god, and all
his trees turned with him. Apollo rose, with his laurel
crown on his head. In his left hand, he held a lyre,
and with his right hand, he struck the strings. So
beautiful was the harmony that burst forth that
Timolus immediately awarded victory to the god of

the lyre.

KEY WORDS

Ucontest n. tb¥% Cipresent ad. #EHM
“ljudge n. C strfng n | F#EH) 3%
[ satisfaction n. #HE "I harmony n. ¥

i faithful adj. sBiREY “lburst forth & ( B5E )

T follower n. BEEE Claward v. H|&5; BT
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Everyone but Midas agreed with the judgment.
Without even considering his place, Midas questioned
Timolus® decision. Apollo replied that Midas’ ears
were so depraved that they did not deserve to have
human form. Suddenly, Midas felt his ears grow in
length and become hairy. He realized that he could
also move them in any direction. They had become a
perfect pair of donkey ears!

King Midas was horrified at this. " Then he thought
that it would be possible to hide his ears. From then
on, Midas wore a large turban wrapped tightly around

his head. No one discovered his secret, except, of

course, his barber.




Midas warned this servant never to tell anyone. But
the hairdresser found the situation so funny he could
not contain himself. One night, he went into a
meadow by himself. He dug a hole in the ground and
whispered the story into this hole. When he finished,
he covered the hole up. Before long, a thick bed of
reeds grew up in that very spot. As soon as the reeds
were tall enough to bend in the wind, they began to
whisper the story of Midas' donkey ears. They still

whisper this story every time a breeze passes over

them.

KEY WORDS

| situation n. R, KA betore long A&
" contain v., #E, “ispot n. HiS
 whisper v. {£i&, /JEiR (bend-bent-bent)
~cover v. &{E



Aphrodite and Adonis
Pl P 3K S Pl 2 JE b

Aphrndite was playing with her boy Eros one day
when she accidentally wounded herself with one of his

golden arrows. Before the wound healed, she saw

Adonis and fell in love with him.

KEY WORDS

"1 accidentally adv. {E##s heal v. &
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She followed Adonis and kept him company.
Aphrodite, who used to love to relax in the shade and
make herself more beautiful, now hiked through the
woods and over the hills dressed like a huntress. She
chased rabbits and deer or other game that was safe to
hunt. She stayed away from wolves and bears. She
commanded Adonis also to avoid such dangerous
animals.

“Courage against the courageous is not safe,” said
Aphrodite. “Do not attack the beasts that are armed
with weapons. Your youth and the beauty that charms
me will not touch the hearts of lions and boars. Think
of their terrible claws and great strength!”

Having given him this warning, she climbed into her
swan-driven chariot and drove away through the air.
Adonis was too noble to listen to such womanly
advice. His dogs t_lacE chased a wild boar from his lair,

and Adonis wanted to kill it.

Key WoRrRDS

"1 keep sb. company FEfERA  [Icourage n. BN, BH

Trelax v. (kB  courageous adj. BEH, TE
“Ishade n. ff; FHAAL Q)

“lhuntress n. =iEA Tlattack v. i

game n. B “boar n. B

icommand v. <, 5T “1lair n 8@

avoid v. 38t



100

Adonis threw his spear and wounded the animal in

its side. The beast turned and ran at Adonis, who
turned and fled. The boar was faster and caught the
young man with its sharp tusks.

In her chariot, Aphrodite heard the groans of her
lover, and she turned her swans back to earth. As she
drew near and saw Adonis’ lifeless body covered in
blood, she jumped from her chariot. Bending over her

lover, she beat her chest and tore her hair.

KEY WORD

Cltusk n. #F lifeless adj. T4EdrHy; JEH
groan n. M




She said, “Death will only have a partial victory.
The memory of my grief will endure, and the memory
of your death will be renewed each year. Your blood
shall be changed into a flower.”

As she said this, she sprinkled nectar on Adonis’
blood. After an hour, a blood-red flower grew. This
flower is short-lived. The wind blows the blossoms
open, and afterward blows the petals away. Therefore,
it is called the Wind Flower. It remains to remind the

world of Adonis’ youthful beauty and

his tragic death.

KEY WORDS

" partial adj. #iarey I blossom n. JE4:
“lendure v. ¥, FHA i petal n. %

Cisprinkle v. #i; & I remind sb. of LR AMBE
“Inectar n. L EAYE U tragic adj. FERIMERY

short-lived adj. %6 Aaf)
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Apollo and Hyacinthus
ol i 55 5 I
Apnlln was very fond of a boy

named Hyacinthus. The sun god would

play sports with the boy.

One day, Apollo threw a stone disk

into the air with strength and skill. The disk
flew high and far. Hyacinthus was eager to grab it and
throw it himself. But the disk bounced and flew back
up to hit the boy on the forehead. Hyacinthus fell to
the ground and bled too much.

The god of medicine tried everything he knew to
stop the blood and save the boy’s life. It was in vain.
Hyacinthus' head hung to the ground like the broken
stem of a lily.

“If only I could die in your place,” said Apollo, “You

shall live with me in memory and in song. My lyre

KEY WORDS

Tdisk n BT “linvain $E%

“ibleed v. iftin Cistem n. (#Hidhey) =
(bleed-bled-bled) iy n. B&
medicine n. &% Clifonly B £ 47
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will sing of you, and you will become a flower painted
with my regret.”

As Apollo spoke, the blood which had fell to the
ground rose up and became a flower. It resembled the
lily, but was purple and silvery white. But this was
not enough for Apollo. On the petals of the flower he
wrote the words, “Ah! Ah!” In this way he expressed

his sorrow for the death of his young friend.

KEY WORDS

[l regret n, iEE [ express v. A
Tl resemble v. #E{l T sorrow n. JESE
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[ cho and Narcissus
IR I % 10

Echn was a beautiful nymph and was fond of the
woods and hills. She was a favorite of Artemis and
followed the goddess in the hunt. But Echo had one

fault. She liked talking, and whether in chat or argu-

ment, she always had to have the last word.

KEY WORDS

Cifavorite n. SHEEELA Cichat n. B
(g )



One day, Hera was looking for her husband. She
feared that Zeus was keeping company with the
nymphs. Echo tried to delay Hera with talk until the
other nymphs could escape.

Hera was not so easily fooled. She became angry
with Echo and said, “You will lose the use of that
tongue with which you have cheated me, except for
one purpose. You are so fond of replying, so you will
always have the last word. You will never speak first.”

Echo soon found that she could not say anything she
wanted to. She could only repeat what others said

first!

One day, Echo saw Narcissus, a beautiful young
man, as he was hunting. She fell in love with him and
followed. She wanted to speak to him, but she could

not. She waited impatiently for him to speak first.

KEY WORDS
(1 keep company with 5-----ff [ltongue n. &k

£ [1cheat v. #8
delay v. #EiE (1 purpose n. HAY
[1fool v. M Clrepeat v. EX
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At last, Narcissus became separated from his com-
panions. He shouted, “Who's here?” .

Echo replied, “Here.”

Narcissus looked around, but seeing no one, called
out, “Come."

Echo answered, "Come."

No one came, so Narcissus called again, "Why do
you avoid me?”

Echo asked the same question.

“Let us join one another,” said the young man.

The maid answered with all her heart in the same
words and ran to Narcissus. She tried to throw her
arms about his neck, but he stepped back.

“Hands off!™ he said. “I would rather die than let
you have me!”

“Have me,"” said Echo, but it was in vain.

KEY WORDS

" separated from #----5B ~ throw one's arms about {#H
“iwith all one's heart €128 gkl
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He left her, and she went to hide her embarrassment

in the darkness of the woods. From then on, she lived
in caves and cliffs. Her body became skinny with grief
until it faded away. Her bones became rocks. There
was nothing left of her but her voice. She is still ready
to reply to anyone who calls her and keeps up her old

habit of having the«last word.

NEY WORDS

embarrassment n. il fade away H%
| oliff n. (L T keep up 1RFF
| skinny adj. #RMEH

| would rather die than let you have me!
TFHIEOFIHESHH,

would rather ... than ... : 5B FE

e.p. | would rather leave than live with him.
RTERFhFENGEE—&.
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Narcissus was cruel to all women, not just Echo.
One day, a maiden who was unsuccessful in attracting
him prayed that he might some day feel what it was to

be rejected in love. The goddess of vengeance heard

this prayer and granted it.

KEY WORDS
unsuccessful ad. ALIHEY reject v. B4R
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There was a clear spring that was never visited by
animals or humans. It was never polluted by fallen
leaves or branches. To this pool, Narcissus came one
day, tired from hunting. He was hot and thirsty.

He bent down to drink and saw his own image in the
water. He thought it was some beautiful water-spirit.
He stood gazing at his own bright eyes. He fell in love
with himself.

He reached his arms out to hug his new love, but the
image disappeared as soon as he touched the water.
After a moment, it returned. Narcissus could not tear

himself away. He lost all thought of food or drink.

KEY WORDS

Cpollute v. Sk " disappear v. jH%
1 fallen leaves &0t 1 tear oneself away #38 & FT;
r1pool n. il BWEEx

image n. (7K ) {E¥
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He started to talk with his imaginary water nymph,
“Why, beautiful being, do you ignore me?"” said
Narcissus. “You must b'e attracted by my face. The
nymphs love me, and vou yourself look at me with
attraction.”

Narcissus’ tears fell into the water and disturbed the
image. As he saw it depart, he exclaimed, “Stay, | beg

you! _Let me at least look at you if 1 may not touch

-
il

you.

Narcissus could not leave. Slowly, he lost his health
as his body shrank from hunger. Soon, his beauty was
also lost. He wasted away and died. When his spirit
passed over the River Styx, he leaned over the boat to

look at himself in the waters.

KEY WORDS

| imaginary adj. 89 [l exclaim v. iy

Cidisturb v FEL | waste away T¥ess; TiHEW
Cldepart v. BT Tllean v. #iiE, &



The nymphs, especially the water nymphs, mourned
him. They prepared to burn his body in honor, but
when they looked for it by the spring, they could not
find it. In its place was a flower, purple inside, and
surrounded with white leaves. This flower bears the

name and preserves the memory of Narcissus.

KEY WORDS

‘mourn v, 1§ preserve v. #iFy; RIS
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mprehension (QJuiz
RS T %2

J\ BB RS EE T,

© What was King Midas’ greatest fault?

(a) He was too eager to please others.
(b) He often spoke without thinking.
(c) He loved gold more than anything else.

@ What was Narcissus' greatest fault?

(a) He was too proud of his own beauty.
(b) He loved too many women.
(c) He could not hunt well.

B mesmantnasies.

i , Aphrodite climbed into
her swan-driven chariot.
(Having / warning / him / this / given)

e , 50 vou will always have the
last word.

(fond / You / replying / are / of)

® As soon as he got home, he

. {servants / prepare / his / a / splendid / ordered / feast / 1o}

BE

A @ (b)) e (a)

. @ Having given him this warming @ You are lond of replying
© ordered his servants to prepare a splendid feast 1
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( mmsmmenmee, sumar, sawze,

@ Timolus decided Pan was better at playing music
than Apollo. T| |Fi

@ King Midas wore a turban to hide his donkey ears. [T/ F/

® Hyacinthus, whom Apollo liked very much, was
killed by a boar. T| |F

@ Echo could not start a conversation with Narcissus, | T| F

D zassmane.

[ creature perfect funny fatal vain ]

©® King Midas’ hairdresser found the situation too
to keep it a secret.

® King Midas found a strange asleep in his rose
garden. -
® The boar gave Adonis a wound with its tusks,

® When King Midas picked the apple, it became a
golden apple.

@ Although he was the god of medicine, Apollo’s efforts were
In

=%
OF 6T "oF oT
U otunny ®creature ©fatal ©pedect ©vain

7' )
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