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Byfory You s

: Meg Fi#fs

I'm the oldest of the four daughters in the March

family. I'm sixteen years old, so I'm becoming a
young woman now. My family is really poor, but

some of my friends are rich. They have lots of pretty
things, but I don’t. I sometimes wish that I could be like my friends

and have many things. Growing up poor is hard for a young woman.

R BFFEMNSL IR e, S FE168 T, IEEHE MO ERAN . &
(RS, Autan—se i, WG REERMEMN, RERST.
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Jo 7F

I'm the second oldest daughter. 1'm just one year
younger than Meqg. [ love to play outside. Some
people even call me a tomboy. And [ really enjoy
writing stories. I want to become a writer. Maybe
the newspaper will print some of my stories. I'm
curious about the Laurence boy next door. He
looks lonely, so I feel sorry for him,

RRE—, HHRD—% . RGN AT, FMAEENRENTF. 7
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Beth W%

I'm thirteen years old, and I'm really different from
my sisters. My sisters all like to play with their
friends and meet new people, but I don’t. I'm really
shy and afraid of talking to people. I love to play
the piano though.

RAF13% . TN IRA—RE, MiTE SR —i BT, S5
B, EARAL. RAK X, THRMBARIE, R REIRmsE,

Amy BX

I'm the youngest daughter in the family. My sis-
ters always forget about me and never take me
with them when they go out. I get so angry when

that happens. I usually just stay home a lot and

draw since | want to be a painter.

WA BRI/ L RO R ACT R, RBua i g2 M AR % .
RIPRZAER A B i, P IR — (i %

Laurie 454

[ live with my rich grandfather Mr. Laurence. It's
50 lonely here because I don't have any friends.

We live next door to the March family. There are
| four daughters in that family. [ don’t know any of
them, but I really hope that I can meet them someday soon.
L REGAHL S RN, RGN, E RS, R
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| { CHAPTER 1

§aS <
o ur Sisters
R 14 i bk

i Christmas isn't the same
without gifts,” complained Jo.

“Being poor is terrible,” agreed
Meg as she looked at her old dress.

“It’s not fair that some girls are rich and have
everything they want while others have nothing,”
said little Amy.

“But we’ve got our mother and father and each
other,” said Beth, who always tried to see the bright
side of things.

The four girls cheered up at this thought as they

sat around the fire.

KEY WORDS

Ogift n. L% Citry to @, &5

[ complain v, f278, #7E Cbright adj. X8Ry, EHFEN
[lagree v. @&, ¥E [Clcheer up SXiEX, IREEX
O fair adj. A%#H, SEH [l thought n. #85%

I while conj. #Af, M



“But we don't have Father,” said Jo sadly. "“And
we won't for a long time.”

Each of them worried silently about their father,
who was away, lighting in the American Civil War.

“Mother said it would be wrong to waste money

on gifts when our men are at war,” said Meg.

KEY WORDS
Clfor a long time {R{€—ERETE [ the Civil War EE A
Cworry about --«---38il» [Jwaste v, JR¥%

Clsilently adv. BAERHE, FiRiFH# O be atwar ERFPR, FEITH
Clfight v. ¥T6L, 1FaR
(fight-fought-fought)



“But all we have is a dollar each,” said Jo. “Four
dollars won’t help the army. Let’s just buy what we
want. We worked hard for that money.”

“I wish we had the money our father lost when we
were little,” said Meg.

“If 1 was a boy, I'd go and fight with father,” said
Jo.

Meg was a beautiful sixteen-year old with big,

round eyes and soft, brown hair. As a young

KEY WORDS

Carmy n ZEBA Cltomboy n. f&/hF, BTk

Close v. k& Oat heart A28, XE L
(lose-lost-lost) [1character n. £

[ soft ad. FEHY [ opposite adj. HHEARY

[1be concerned with 3%, X Clseemlo &k, LI
Cappear v. HHl, HARE Olexist v. ¥, £7&

O neat adj. &M Ocurly adj. ##ia
O ladylike adf #HAA{LEY, {£EEY Ciblond adj $&AY
O at all times B2, KT Ciwatery adj. | fRE§ ) AKEEM

O push back (k% ) ZEH



woman, she was very concerned with appearing
neat and ladylike at all times. Jo was fifteen, tall,
and thin. She kept her hair pushed back. A true
tomboy at heart, her character often fell on the
opposite side of Meg's. Beth was thirteen and very
shy. She seemed to exist in her own happy world.
Amy was the youngest and thought she was a
princess. She had curly, blond hair and watery, blue

eyes.

One Point Les3"

| wish we had the money our father lost when we were little.
RN BRI R R,

I wish (that) + W&l B (WFRATHNE ) ; THDEE, WETH
&M, TR@IE,

e.g Iwish | knew how to swim. #8840k,



By six o’clock, Meg lit the lamp to light their

house. Beth put her mother’s slippers by the fire to
warm them. Jo looked at them and said, “These are
too old. Mother needs a new pair.”

“Let's use our dollars to buy gifts for Mother,” said

Beth.
“That's a good idea,” said Jo. “We'll surprise

her.

KEY WORDS

Olight v. 2%, HBH Cwarm v. [ ffF ) B350
(light-lit-lit) Cpair n. —MW, —7t
[ slipper n. ik O surprise v. (4 ) 5%



Soon their mother, Mrs. March,
arrived home from work.

“A letter from your father
came,” Mrs. March said excitedly.
The letter cheered them up, espe-
cially the message to the girls at

the end:

JHere's my love and a kiss for each of you. I q
think of you all every day. I know you are good
to your mother, and when I come back, I' ll be

proud of my little women.

KEY WORDS

[l excitedly adv. #zhith Clattheend W5
O especially adv. L3, %55] O be proud of Jy-----BEEI S
[Imessage n. {58, #H&
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On Christmas morning, the girls came downstairs.
Meg asked, “Where's Mother?”

“I think she’'s down the street,” said old Hannah.
Hannah was a servant who had lived with them
since Jo was born. She was more like a friend. “A
poor woman came to the door, and your mother
went off to help her.”

Then there was a noise at the door. The girls
pushed the basket of gifts for their mother back
under the chair and ran into the dining room. They
sat at the table, waiting for breakfast.

“Merry Christmas, Mother!” they shouted.

“Merry Christmas, my little women!"” said Mrs.

March. Then she stopped smiling. “Our neighbor

KEYy WoORDS

[l downstairs adv. T [ dining room T, B
Ciservant n. 1A, {HA [ wait for Z4&

COgooff BF, H& [l neighbor n. $8/&

[J noise n. B
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Mrs. Hummel is very poor and has a new baby. All
six of her children are in one bed, trying to stay
warm. Why don't we give them our breakfast as a

Christmas present?”

KEY WORDS

Cistay v. {835 [ present n. L4
Oas prep. 1FA

One Point Lesson —

Why don’t we give them our breakfast as a Christmas present?
BB R T EILDRB (R

'Wﬁm‘:mm 2: B RN ) @12 [ RRW)
e.g Why don't we go skiing this weekend? TR N MIE?




The girls thought for a moment.
“It’s good you came back before we started eat-

ing,” said Jo. Then the girls packed their breakfast

into a basket.

KEY WORDS
1 for a moment —= )L [l pack v, it

12




With Hannah, they went to a miserable room in
an old building. There they found a sick mother
with a crying baby and a group of frightened chil-
dren. Hannah brought wood and made a fire. Mrs.
March gave the mother some tea and food. The
girls gathered the children around the fire and fed
them. Afterward, the March girls felt the inner

warmth of satisfaction from their good deeds.

Mrs. March was pleased when she received her
gifts later. They spent a long time laughing, kissing,
and talking. Then the girls practiced a play that Jo

had written. They were going to act it that evening.

Key WoRrDS

O miserable adj. &N O afterward adv. ZJ5, F¥E

[ frightened adj. B Clinner adj. AMY

CObring v. % (] satisfaction n. #E, HE
(bring-brought-brought)’ CJdeed n. 74, 178

[ make a fire 4k 1 receive v. WE|

Cgather v. e, B [] practice v. %3

Cfeed v. Mk Cplay n. L&
(feed-fed-fed) Oact v. T8, Wi

One Point Less2 o

They spent a long time laughing, Kissing, and talking.
AREMEY, HRTH-BF,

———— —— e —_—

spend + #45] + doing sth.: %04 3
‘eg | spent all day watching TV. B—BEBAFEN,
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On Christmas night, some friends watched the cur-
tain rise on “Witch's Curse.” As the four girls were
acting, the tall castle they had made of paper fell
down. Everyone laughed, but they stood it up again

and kept acting.

There was a surprise for everyone when the play
was finished. A late night feast! There were fruit,
cake, ice cream, and French chocolate. There were
even fresh flowers. The girls could not believe their
eyes.

“Where did these come from?"” asked Meg.
“Our wealthy neighbor, old Mr. Laurence, sent
them!” said Mrs. March. “He heard about you girls

giving away your breakfast and was really pleased.

KEY WORDS

Ceurtain n B4, R [ fall down 8T

Orise v. #i#e, tH [lfeast n. BE
(rise-rose-risen) Clwealthy adl. &M

Cwitch n. S, T Clsend v. ¥

Ccurse n. 8% (sencl-sent-sent)

[ castle n. & []give away §ix, {8




This afternoon he sent a note asking us to accept his
treats.”

“The idea must have come from the boy who lives
there,” said Jo. “I'm sure he wants to meet us. But

he’s too shy.”

KEY WORDS

Clnote n. {B% [Jaccept v, £
Clask...to &R, EK Otreat n. S
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omprehension: Quiz
IRIEET %0

" CHAPTER 1
%1

A\ mmEsmans,

curly shy soft  blond |
~ beautiful  tomboy thin
® Meg was a sixteen-year-old girl with big
round eyes and brown hair.
@ Jo was tall and with pushed-back, red hair
and a true at heart.

® Beth was thirteen years old and very

@ Amy was the youngest with ,
hair and watery, blue eyes.

B rmsaanemn

® It's not fair that some girls are rich and have everything
they want while others have nothing.

® Being poor is terrible.

® If [ were a boy, I'd go and fight with father.

@ Let's use our dollars to buy gifts for Mother.

A @ beautiful, soft @ thin, lomboy @ shy @ curly, blond
E @ Amy @Meg ©Jo © Beth

16




C EETRGER.

@ Why were the Marches so poor?
(a) Because thieves took all of their money.

(b) Because their father lost lots of money when the
girls were little.

(c) Because they gave all of their money to poor people.

® What did the Marches give to the Hummels as a Christmas
present?

(a) Their new toys. (b) Their dollars.
(¢) Their breakfast.

) iz ummme.

(| cheered concemed satisfaction miserable |

® As a young woman, she was very with
appearing neat and ladylike.

® The letter them up, especially the message
to the girls at the end,

® They went to a room in an old building,

© The March girls felt the inner warmth of from

their good deeds.

=R
C oMb &
) @concemed ®@cheered @ miserable @ satistaction

17
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Why Did the
Civil War Begin?
S A A TR

he Little Women grew up during the
\ American Civil War. Most historians
believe that slavery was the main reason why this war began.
They note that the South insisted on protecting slavery
because it was vital to the South’s economy. The North wanted
to weaken slavery because many Northerners felt that slavery
was morally wrong. Before the Civil War, the South’s econ-
omy was based on cotton and tobacco. Cheap labor was needed
to grow these crops. Southern plantation owners became very
wealthy by using slave labor. However, the South did not
have many voting citizens, There were more people who
could vote in the North than in the South. Because of this, the

A MA AT R E AR . KB, SRR
ML R RGN, AR, R R, RTINS
Vefwik. LA RIS, PRSI AT R A 2 T,
Wi, WIS TR O AL AV RIAE |-, ORGSR et Sy 8 ). s
G AR SR P T R (R, RIS AR A2, JLASOL T



South was slowly losing politi-
cal power in the federal gov-
The North

becoming industrialized and

ernment,. was
its culture was quickly mod-
ernizing. Traditional values
that the Southerners strongly
believed in were being pushed

aside in the North because of

modernization. Southern politicians decided to leave the

American union and create their own national government.

The North would not allow this and they declared war on the

south. Because slavery was closely connected to the economic

and cultural differences between the South and North, it is very

difficult to isolate just one main reason why the war began.

G, Mk, {EBCHMEOR, m ARG & TBGHEEw f . W, 6 e T

el , BTt 2 s,
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( CHAPTER 2

2 & .
[ he Boy Next Door

I T

A few days later, Meg showed Jo a piece of
paper. It was an invitation to a New Year's party at
Sallie Gardiner’s house.

“Mother says we can go, but what shall we
wear?”

“Our cotton dresses are the best ones we have,”
said Jo. “Yours is in good condition, but there’'s a
burn and a hole in the back of mine.”

“Then you’ll have to keep your back turned away

from people,” said Meg.

On the night of the party, Meg and Jo went to

the Gardiners' house. Meg was happy to chat with

KEY WORDS
Clinvitation n. #4184 Clburn n. Bk A9 RE
Cwear v. Tl [1hole n. /H, L
(wear-wore-wom) [ lurn away from &=, B
[ cotton n. 76 (] chat with -« &
[1be in good condition AT R¥F
AR
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Sallie Gardiner, but Jo wasn't interested in their girlish
talk.

She stood with her back up against the wall,
watching the other kids dance. When she saw a big
boy coming toward her, she quickly went through a
door into a small room. But another shy person was
already hiding in there. He was “the Laurence boy”

from the house next door.

KEY WORDS

1 girlish adj. £HT Clhide v. M, BRk
[l against prep. £, #3% (hide-hicd-hidden)
1go through &t

B |



“Oh dear, | didn't know
you were here,” said Jo.
“That’s okay,” the boy
said. “Hey, you live next
door to us, don’t you?”
“Yes,” said Jo.

“Just call me Laurie,” said

the boy. “I like parties. But [ don't know how they

do things over here. I've lived in Europe for many

years.”

“I love to hear people talk about their travels,”

said Jo. She asked Laurie questions about schools,

holidays, and trips in Europe.

KEY WORDS

1 dear int. WY0F
Cllove to B

Cltravel n. fgls, RS
1 holiday n. {RiH
Cltrip n. BRTT, B
Cltight adf. &
Cilimp v. fB4RE, BT

Ohurt v () #&5%, 2%

(hurt-hurt-hurt)
Cankle n. FEE
Clofferto FahikH
Clgive sb. aride R A—7E
Clcarriage n. 5%



“Excuse me, Jo,” Meg said to Jo while she was
enjoying talking to Laurie. Meg’'s shoes were too
tight, and soon she was limping. “I’ve hurt my
ankle. 1 don’t know how I'll get home.”

Laurie heard her talking and offered to give them
a ride home in his grandfather’s carriage. When they
got home, they thanked Laurie and said good night

to him. Jo liked Laurie.

One Point Les*90

Hey, you live next door to us, don't you?
B, GEERNME, 57

EREAS: ARG ARSHNME, F—8HRRENEE, Wbk
KR, o] RN
e.g. He came to the party, didn’t he? fli&mMma T, HE?

Itls a big house, isn't N7 LXEMTFH X, FRIB?




The next morning, Meg said, “It was so nice to ride
home in a carriage. 1 wish we were rich enough to
do that all the time.”

“Well, we’re not, so we must do our work with
a smile like Mother does,” said Jo.

Their father had lost his money helping a friend.
When Jo and Meg had learned this, they wanted to
earn money to help the family. Meg worked as a
teacher for four small children. It was very difficult
for her. Jo worked for their Aunt March. But she

was an old lady who complained a lot.

KEY WORDS

[1all the time 28 Hearn v. 3 (&)
[ learn v. 84




Beth was too shy to go to school.
She studied at home and helped
Hannah keep the house clean.
She spent lots of time playing on

their old piano. Even though she

couldn’t afford music lessons,
she practiced to become a better musician. Amy was
an excellent artist and hoped to become a

painter when she grew up.

KEY WORDS _

C1even though 2|7 ‘1excellent adj. thifaY
O afford v. {8 fyFFE (1 painter n, @

Ol musician n. FHER Cigrowup A€, €K

Beth was too shy to go to school.
MEARET, RRGRELE,

too + 6810 & to do: Ao PR RLARHE----
=50 + BE#E 4+ that + £+ can'ldo
e.g. He Is too tired to visit his parents.

= He s 50 tired that he can't visit his parents.
feART. FFRERRLE,

7E



One day, Jo went outside to clear the snow from
the garden. She looked at the Laurences’ large
house next door. It seemed lifeless and lonely. Jo
wondered what Laurie had been doing lately when

suddenly she could see him looking out from an

upstairs window.

KEY WORDS

Clclear v, ik Cllonely adj. Faky, JLEA
Cllifeless adf. EH4SM O lately adv. #5if, i3k

26




He opened the window, and Jo

asked, “What's the matter? Have you
been sick?”

“Yes, but I'm much better now.
Why don’t you come for a visit?”

“I will if Mother lets me,” she
said.

Soon his servant came to the door
and said, “Sir, there's someone here to
see you.”

There was Jo, with a small box and three kittens.
“Meg asked me to bring you some cake, and Beth

thought you might like to play with her kittens.”

:
™ Key Worbs

Cllet v. &iF, it Ol kitten n. 7)vig
(let-let-let)

Yes, but I'm much better now. 8, RidHRAEHFLT.

m “1 Mﬁul a lﬂt “Mﬁm mﬂl
e.g- She became much prettier than before. #EELITARE T .

27



“You are all so kind,” Laurie said. “Is Beth the shy

one who stays at home?"”
“Yes, she's the good girl,” answered Jo.

“And Meg is pretty, and Amy is the one with curly,

blond hair, right?” said Laurie.

28




“How did you know?” Jo asked.

Laurie blushed with embarrassment, but answered,
“Sometimes at night, when you forget to close your
curtains, I can see you having fun. [ can see you sitting
around the fire with your mother. 1 don’t have a
mother.”

“You should come and visit us,” said Jo.

The two talked and discovered that they both loved
books.

“Come and see our library if you're not afraid of my
grandfather.”

“I'm not afraid of anybody,” said Jo.

KEY WORDS

CIblush v, 4T 1 have fun IBRBEN
_l embarrassment n. AEFREE [ discover v. &I

1 sometimes adv. i Cllibrary n. BH=E

| forget v. Hit [l be afraid of 1A

(forget-forgot-forgotien)

29



30

In the library, Jo was amazed by the Laurences’
collection of books. Suddenly, the bell rang. The
servant came and told Laurie that the doctor was
there to see him. He left Jo for a moment. She
stood, looking at a portrait of Grandfather Laurence,
and spoke loudly, “I'm not afraid of him because
he’'s got kind eyes, even though his mouth is hard
and holds.”

“Thank you,” said a deep voice b:::-hind her.

Jo turned quickly to find old Mr. Laurence. Her
face turned bright red.

“You're not afraid of me, are you?”

“Not really, sir,”

“Well, what have you been doing with my grand-

son?” he asked.

KEY WORDS

[l be amazed by -----BERE O hard adl. ™HH, (%8 )

1 collection n. i 4 Ay

Oring v. (8. 2585 ) 1 Cihold v. (B6) BiA%H
(ring-rang-rung) Cldeep adj. | BE ) LAY

Ol porrait n. B, &k Jturnred (B8 ) 4




“Just cheering him up. He seems lonely,” she

answered.

They all had tea together. Old Mr. Laurence
noticed how happy Laurie seemed.

“She’s right,” he thought. “He does need cheering
up.

need + doing: 1 Tneed + to be done, XFEWHEX.

= The batiery In the carmera needs 1o be changed.
m“an

31
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Laurie and the March girls quickly became great

friends. Laurie’s tutor, Mr. Brooke, complained that
his student was always running away to play.

“Let him enjoy himself,” said Mr. Laurence. “He’ll
catch up with his studies later.”

Together they enjoyed many happy evenings.
They would write and act plays and have little par-

ties. Only Beth was too shy to go to the Laurences’

big house.
KEY WORDS
Citutor n. K EST 1 enjoy oneself IiB{R#EY
O run away O catch up with &t Lk, B E



Mr. Laurence heard this, and he went to speak
with Mrs. March. He said that if any of the girls
ever wanted to play his fine piano, they would be
welcome to come over,

When Beth heard them talking about the piano,
she couldn’t resist. With her little hand, she
touched Mr. Laurence’s and said in a shaking voice,

“l...Iwant to come very much.”

KEY WoORDS

[l bewelcometo offfifk, A52R&| (Ttouch v. Mg, W
Ciresist. v. 484, BfE [ shaking adj. Ei%lis

= 3
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Beth began to go over to the Laurences’ every day.
Mr. Laurence and his servants enjoyed listening to
her play very much.

She was so thankful that she sewed Mr. Laurence
a new pair of slippers and left them in his study.
The next day, when Beth came home from a walk,
her mother told her there was a surprise for her. In
the front room stood a lovely little piano. On top of

it was a letter for her:

KEY WORDS

Cithankful ad). @AY Cistudy n. BB

sew v. & Cifront room ERE=E, BF
(sew-sewed-sewn) jontopof e b




Dear NMiss Narch,

I have had many pairs of slippers. But
these are the best 1" ve ever had. 1 want to
thank you by sending you something that
once belonged to my little granddaughter
who died. With many thanks, I am your

good friend. (

James Laurence J

Shy, little Beth went to thank Mr. Laurence imme-
diately. For the first time in her life, she acted boldly.
She entered his study and said, “1 want to say thank
you, sir,” then she threw her arms around his neck

and kissed him.

KEY WORDS

lonce adv. &3 1 for the first time &—:X&
‘1belong to T "1 boldly adv. AfiEiE

[ granddaughter n. fivic Clenter v. #EA

Climmediately adv. 3iEl, 5 E

25
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APTER 2

B2

R 7 &0

MFENPANFFIRIER, EWAET, BHRMEF,

©® Beth and Amy were invited to a New Year's T
party at Sallie Gardiner's house.

® Jo met Laurie when they both hid in a room T|
at the party.

® Jo's dress had a burn and a hole in the back. T

@ Laurie offered the girls a ride home in his T
father's car.

® Mr. Laurence bought a small piano for Beth. T

RIENEAE, BT TEFHRS.

©® Jo met Grandfather Laurence in the library.

® Beth began to go over to the Laurences’ to play the
plano.

@ Jo went to visit Laurie.
©® Laurie opened his window and talked to Jo.

©® Beth sewed Mr. Laurence a new pair of slippers.
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® Beth was too bold to go to school.

@ Their father had earned his money helping a friend.

® But another shy person was seeking in there.

=

) mmEmaas.

© How did Laurie know so much about each of the March girls?
(a) Because he had known them for a long time.

(b) Because sometimes at night they forgot to close their
curtains, and he would watch them.

(¢) Because he researched their background information.

@ What did Mr. Laurence do to have Beth come to visit?

(a) He allowed the girls to enjoy the books in his library.

(b) He had parties and invited the girls.
(c) He suggested the girls should come over and play

the piano.

CF

L ® shy @ lost @ hiding
D o) e
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CHAPTER 3

B3F @

Amy’s Accident &
Meg’s Parties

A SRRSO B 2

On.e afternoon, Meg and Jo were get-

ting ready to go out.

“Where are you going?” asked Amy. “I want to
come along.”

“You weren'’t invited,” said Meg. “You can’t come.”

“You're going somewhere with Laurie,” said Amy.

“That’s right,” said Jo. “Now stop bothering us.”

“You're going to the theater,” cried Amy. “I want
to go, too!”

“We could take her with us,” said Meg.

“No,” said Jo. “Laurie invited just two of us.”

KEY WORDS
[l get ready to fliFHE [ bother v. itk
[ come along Rl Cltheater n. BipE

] somewhere adv. 4

38




“But Meg says | can go!” cried Amy.

“You just stay in the house!” said Jo angrily.

“You’ll be sorry for this, Jo March!” Amy shouted
as the older girls left the house.

Jo and Meg enjoyed themselves at the theater with
Laurie. But Jo couldn’t stop wondering what Amy

would do to make her sorry.

KEY WORDS
Cangrily adv. &5 ~[Ibe sorry for Jy----- 51§

=T N |



The next afternoon, Jo found out when she looked
for her notebook of stories.

“Has anyone seen my notebook?” she asked.

Meg and Beth said, “No,” but Amy was silent.

“Amy, where is it?” Jo asked.

*You're never going to see it again because |

burned it!”

KEY WOoRDS
[ find out &30 1 look for F4%




Jo's face turned pale. “I worked so hard writing
those stories.”

“I said you'd be sorry, and now you are,” shouted
Amy. |

Jo grabbed her shoulders and shook her.

“You are a wicked, wicked little girl!” Joe cried.
“I'll never forgive you!”

When Mrs. March came home and heard the story,
she said to Amy, “How could you do that? Those
were stories Jo hoped to get printed in the newspaper.”

Amy realized what a terrible thing she had done
and started to cry. Later, she begged Jo to forgive

her. But Jo answered, “I'll never forgive you!"

KEY WORDS

Clgrab v, #{E [l forgive v. [RiR

Cshake v. R (forgive-forgave-forgiven)
(shake-shook-shaken) [realize v. WiRH

COwicked adj. ¥Ry, JREA O beg v. iR, K

A
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The next day, Jo went out to skate with Laurie.
Meg told Amy to follow Jo and do something nice
while she was in a good mood. So Amy went to the
river and started skating, too. Jo turned away when
she saw her.

“The ice in the middle isn’'t safe!” called Laurie.
“Stay near the edge.”

Jo heard the warning, but Amy didn’t. She skated
to the middle of the river. |

Suddenly, the ice cracked. Amy fell through the ice
with a loud cry. Then Laurie quickly skated past Jo.
She tried to call to Laurie, but her voice was gone.
“Bring a large piece of wood!” Laurie shouted. Jo got
the wood and pushed it across the ice while Laurie
held Amy’s head above the water. They pulled her
out and quickly took the frightened girl home.

KEY WoRrDs

[l skate v. iHK COwarning n. B
[1follow v. EE# O crack v. MR
[1in a good mood «({ MEE [1begone #%T
[1safe adf ££M 1 pull out $1H 3
Cledge n. %K
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Mother wrapped Amy in blankets. She soon fell

asleep. Then Jo asked her mother, “Are you sure
she’ll be okay?”

“Yes, it's a good thing you got her home so
quickly.”

KEY WORDS

Clwrap v. 18, W{E (1fall asleep
Ciblanket n. #F




“Thanks to Laurie. Oh, it's my fault! I lose my
temper so easily. Why can’t I be more like you?”

“I get angry every day,” said Mrs. March. “But
I've learned to hide it. I don’t allow all of those
angry words to leave my lips. You'll learn to do the
same one day.”

Jo began to cry. This made Amy open her eyes
and smile. Her smile hit Jo straight in the heart.
They hugged one another. Everything was forgiven

and forgotten.

KEY WoORDS

Cthanksto £5 Clstraight adv, Bt
Ol fault n. 1348 O hug v. i

[l lose one's temper % j#%5 lone another #iH
Callow v. 21F [ forget v. i

Olip n. WiE (forget-forgot-forgotten)
O hit v.

( hit-hir-hit)
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In April, Meg accepted Annie Moffat’s invitation
to stay at her large house. There, the more time
Meg spent admiring Annie's pretty things, the
more she wished she could be rich.

Then came the evening of a party. While the
girls were getting ready, a box of flowers arrived.

“These are for Miss March,” said the servant.
“There’'s a letter, too.”

“How exciting!” said the girls. “Who are they
from?”

“The letter is from my mother, and the flowers
are from Laurie,” Meg answered.

“Really?” Annie said with a

strange look.

KEY WORDS

[l admire v. F¥, TH [1strange adj. #H1EE
[ be from ¥H [1look n. i




At the party, Meg was asked to sing, and every-

one said she had a beautiful voice. But then,
while she was standing on the other side of a large
table of flowers, she heard Annie Moffat and her

older sister Belle gossiping about her.

KEY WORDS

(1 on the other side of #------f15% [ gossip about iR MiE
—if
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“It would be good for one of these poor March
girls to marry young Laurence. He’s very rich,”
said Annie.

“I think Mrs. March is probably planning some-
thing like that,” said Belle.

Meg felt terrible about what she had heard. She

cried silently to herself.

The next day, Belle offered to lend Meg a dress
for Thursday. Meg tried to refuse it, but she
couldn’t. On that day, Belle painted Meg's lips
and helped her into a beautiful, sky blue dress.
Meg was shocked when she saw herself in the mir-

ror because the neckline of the dress was cut so

low.

KEY WORDS

O marry v. fee G5 ) sky blue KREEH

[ probably adv. A# [1shocked adj. BiRfY

Oplan v. it# 1 mirror n. T

Clend v. & Cneckline n. (&) #i0
(lend-lent-lent) [l uncomfortable adj. F&FiEMY

O refuse v, 364 1 at first —FF 8

Opaint v. % (5% ) [1introduce v. 148




Meg felt uncomfortable in such fine clothes at
first. But she soon found that people who usually
didn’t speak to her were suddenly very interested.
Many young men were asking to be introduced to

her,

It would be good for one of these poor March girls to marry young
Laurence. MXERBFMOFRCERY, EREITPH—IEEEESH
RN, SRETHNE,

tis+ BHiE + for sb. + to do: FHMARE, M-8y RHRAEE, NIEM
FHAHFEAIEFFER

e.g It is difficult for me to undertstand the idea.
HEEE, FENEBENEE.

FTal
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Meg spotted Laurie across the TDU* He was star-
ing at her unhappily. When she walked up to
Laurie, she saw Belle and Annie watching and smil-
ing at her.

“I'm so happy yvou came,” Meg said in her most
mature voice.

“Jo asked me to come and tell her how you
looked.™
“What are you going to say?” Meg asked.

KeEY WoRrDS

Cispot v. HIM Ol mature adj. FLMAEY
Cistareat BAJH A
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“That you look so different that 1 didn't recognize
you.”

“The girls wanted to dress me up. Don’t vou like
| €

“No, I don't,” he replied coolly.

This made Meg angry, “Then I won't stay with
you!”

Later at dinner, Meg drank a lot of wine with some
boys. Laurie warned her, “You're going to be sick
tomorrow if you drink too much.”

But Meg kept drinking and dancing and laughing,
On the following day, Meg was very sick.

When she returned home on Saturday, she told
her mother and Jo about the fancy dress she had
worn and all the wine she had drunk. She told the
story as if it was funny, but her face looked worried

by the end.

KEY WORDS

[l recognize v. A Clreturn v. B[]

Cldress up B3 Cifancy adj. f£mney

Clcoolly adv. #3#iHh Clas if 3§

Cldrink v. M58 Clfunny adj. Filgy, BELH
(drink-cdrank-dnank)
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“Is there something you're not telling us?” asked
Mother.

Meg’s cheeks became red.

“I hate those people for the terrible things they

said about us and Laurie!” she said. Then she

told them about the gossip she had overheard.

KEY WORDS
O cheek n. Be# O overhear v. LM TE|
Clhate v. 39K, 1#I1R (overhear-overheard-overheard)
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“That’s garbage!” cried Jo. “Laurie will laugh
when I tell him about the plans.”

“No, you must never repeat that wicked gossip,”
Mother said to Jo.

“Do you have plans?” Meg asked Mother.

“All mothers have plans, my dear. But mine are
different from what the Moffats think. [ want my
daughters to be loved, and I want them to be
respected by the community. I'd rather you be
poor if it means you have a peaceful life. Your
father and I will always be proud of you, whether
you get married or stay single.”

“We will make you proud of us,” said Meg and

Jo together,

KEY WoRDsS

Clgarbage n. EWMEYLEE, BIE  Cmean v. B

Clrepeat v. B8 (mean-meant-meant)

Cl be different from #1------AR[E  [peaceful ad F#phS
Clrespect v. Ml [ whether...or g 3E R
I community n. #X Osingle adj. B854

(1 would rather &
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Mrs. March

@ You'll be sorry for this, Jo March!

® The ice in the middle isn't safe!

@ [ lose my temper so easily.

© I'll never forgive you.

® 1 get angry every day, but I've

learned to hide it.

TB e IS AR

[bﬂﬂiaﬂhg uncomfortable warned gossip rmogn’l’zaj

“Now stop us!” said Jo.

You must never repeat that wicked

Meg felt in such fine clothes at first.

You look so different that I didn't you.

@ ¢ @ © @©

Meg drank a lot of wine, so Laurie her.

EX

=

@ Amy @ Laure ©Jo @.Jo @ Mrs, March
© bothering @gossip © uncomiortable @recognize @wamed

-
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(C arranzs.

© What did Amy do to make Jo sorry?
(a) She burned a hole in Jo's dress.
(b) She burned Jo’s story notebook.
(¢) She pushed Jo through a hole in the ice.

® How did Laurie and Jo save Amy after she crashed through
the ice?

(a) They called the police.
(b) They jumped in the water and helped her swim.
(¢) They pulled her out with a piece of wood.

) #ummzmumnz.
® (a) Those were stories Jo hoped to get printed in the
newspaper.
(b) I'll never be able to get printed with you.
® (a) Meg spoke’ in her most spotted voice.
(b) Meg spotted Laurie across the room.

® (a) Many young men were wondering to be introduced
o Meg,

(b) Jo couldn't stop wondering what Amy would do to
make her sorry,

=%
C o) o
D o(a) &b @ ()
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Puritan | essons
IN American Literature
K S e s Sk 2

r. March, the father of the main characters in Little
Women 1s a very religious man. He was once wealthy,
but because of his religious beliefs, he loses most of his money
by helping friends. This is why the little women grow up in
poverty. Their father’s religion leads him to leave the family

and serve as a chaplain in the Union Army dur-

ing the Civil War. Mr. March is a Puritan, a
type of Christian who is very strict in lead-
ing a moral life.

CANa A Y EANIARSFAE R — G HREBEA . Wi, &~
TS BE I, Al T RNRA AL T g TR A ER, I AT
RPN . Sdar At G e il fl e 26 =y AR BT T3, B HE A A
M7, R iR, R BRI Rs A S TE  BY
ERCTB
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Puritans strongly believe that
each individual should con-
tinually fight off any tempta-
tion of sin. According to the
Puritans, life is a test, In the
novel Little Women this idea
is a constant theme. Each of
the little women has some flaw: Meg is greedy; Jo has a short
temper; Beth is painfully shy; and Amy is selfish. The girls
overcome their flaws through difficult lessons learned by living
a simple life. These Puritan ideals are commonly found in
many other works in American literature. Many American sto-
ries focus on characters who must make choices in life.
Lessons are learned the hard way and the main characters

become better people morally after learning these lessons.
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CHAPTER 4

EaE

The Hardest Days

AR H T

One afternoon in October, Jo took the
bus into town. From the bus stop, slhe walked up to a
building on a busy street. She was so nervous that
she ran in and out of the building several times. On
the fourth time, she finally walked up the stairs. Ten
minutes later, she came out. Laurie, who happened to
see her from the beginning, was waiting for her.
“What are you doing here?” she asked, surprised.
“I'm waiting for you. I have a secret to tell you.

But first tell me yours,” he said.

KEY WORDS

[1bus stop 233570, 1 happen to RIS

[l nervous ad). JE3EHY 1 from the beginning M—7F i
[ finally adv. /5 1 secret n. W

[ stairs n.(pl) &

i
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“Okay, but don't tell anybody. I've given two of my

stories to the newspaper. I'll find out next week if
they’ll be printed.”

“Jo March, the famous writer!” Laurie said excitedly,

Jo was happy. “What's your secret?”

“Do you remember the glove that Meg lost at the
picnic last summer? Well, I know who has it,” smiled

Laurie.

KEY WoORDS

[l famous adj. #&H [1glove n. FE&
Cwriter n. 1EX [l picnic n. F4&



Laurie whispered a name in Jo’s
ear. She looked displeased.

“l1 saw it in his pocket. But
remember that you musin’t tell
anyone.”

“I didn't promise not to tell,”

said Jo.
“Aren’t you pleased?” asked Laurie.
“The idea of someone taking Meg away doesn't

please me,” Jo said seriously.

Two Saturdays later, Meg saw Laurie chasing Jo all
over the garden. Then the two of them fell on the
grass. They were laughing, and Jo was waving around

a newspaper.

KEY WORDS

Clwhisper v. EiB, /JEif I seriously adv. =it

"l displeased adj. A~ HY Cichase v. Bt
“Ipocket n. A% [lgrass n. Eih
Tl promise v. &R, Fi& 1wave around %5



Jo brought the newspaper into the house and began
to read it.

“Is there anything interesting in the paper?" asked
Meg.

“Just a story,” said Jo.

“Read it aloud,” said Amy. “It might be funny.”

Jo read it very quickly. It was a story about two
lovers named Viola and Angelo. Most of the charac-

ters died in the end, but the girls enjoyed it. Meg even

cried during the sad parts.

KEY WORDS

Caloud adv. HFEHY, KEH “icharacter n. B2, A¥
Tllover n. A [linthe end &5



“Who wrote it?” asked Beth.

Jo’s eyes were bright and shining.

“I did,” she said.

Meg was surprised, “You?”

“It's wonderful,” said Amy.

“I knew it was yours,” cried Beth. She hugged Jo
and said, “Oh, I'm so proud.”

Mrs. March was also very proud when they told
her about the story. That EUEHiI.Ig, there was no

happier or prouder family than the Marches.

— — L =TT __—

KEY WORDS

_Ishining adj. (RMERY, AR Cidrop v. #, %

Cdull adf. ( RS ) BiAY “ifioor n. HbE
hurry into Z9405E 3 I pick up i
Citelegram n. EB3f Jlatonce B0, B E



It was a dull November afternoon, and Mrs.
March and the girls were sitting with Laurie.
Suddenly, Hannah hurried into the room with a
telegram. Mrs. March read it and dropped it to the
floor. Her hands were shaking, and her face was
white. Jo picked it up and read it to the others in

a frightened voice.

Nlrs. March, {
Your husband is very sick.
Come to Blank _Jlospital at onee.

Dr. [Hale

) |
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The girls cried together while Hannah prepared
Mrs. March’s things for the long trip.
“How can I help?” asked Laurie.
“Please send a telegram to tell the doctor that I'm
coming as soon as possible,” said

ndia 1 Mrs. March. “The next train

leaves early in the morning. Jo,
give me a pen and paper. [ must
write Aunt Mai:ch a note asking
to borrow some money for the
journey.”

Mr. Brooke came to their house
as they were busy helping their

mother prepare.

KEY WORDS *

Ciprepare v. B Cljourney n. fRfT
[l borrow v. A




“I'm sorry to hear =
the bad news,”

Mr. Brooke said

gently. “Mr. Laurene
thinks it would be
a good idea if I travel
with Mrs. March.” II

“How kind!” Meg said.
“I'd be happy to know there is
someone to take care of Mother. b
Thank you so much,” she said,
holding his hand and looking into his warm,

brown eyes.

KEY WORDS

T gently adv. JEFdh, 2R 0 look into FEH
1 1ake care of B
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Jo went out to buy something and returned late in
the afternoon. Then she gave her mother some
money.

“That’s to help make Father well and to bring him
home.”

“Twenty-five dollars!” said Mrs. March. “How did
you get this?”

Jo took off her hat.

KEY WORDs

Cwell adl. R Itake off i




“Where is your beautiful hair?” cried Amy.

All of Jo’s thick hair was cut off. She had sold her
hair to a wig-maker.

All of the women began to cry at Jo’s sacrifice.

“Don’t cry,” said Jo. “I really wanted to help. And
it will grow back soon. In the meantime, it’ll be easier to
keep tidy.”

But that night the other girls heard Jo crying a
little bit.

“The selfish part of me is making
me cry for my hair,” said Jo. “I'll

be all right in the morning.”

KEY WORDS

Ithick adj. (k&) Ry " sacrifice n. 4%, i
cut off BIfE ~in the meantime 5 ikER

Cisell v. 3|HE Midy adj. #3EM
(sell-sold-sold) ~lalittle bit —/h&JL
 wig-maker n. fifR&HA  selfish adj. B#H
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While Mother and Mr.
Brooke were away, Meg
and Jo went back to their
jobs. Beth and Amy helped
Hannah keep the house
clean. Everyone tried very
hard to work, be good, and
be helpful.

When news of their father first came, it said

that he was dangerously ill but slowly starting to

get better.

Ten days after Mother left, Beth came home late
one night. She had been visiting Mrs. Hummel’s
sick baby at their house. She went straight into

Mother’s room and closed the door.

KEY WORDS

"Igo backto EIF|, fkaE "1 get better ¥4t




Half an hour later, Jo came in. Beth looked very
sick.

“What's wrong with you?” asked Jo.

Beth put her hand out to keep her away.

“You've had scarlet fever before, haven’t you?”
she said.

“Yes, years ago Meg and I both got it,” Jo

answered. “But why do you ask that?”

KEY WORDS

Ul put out {4 1 scarlet fever 1B4T#
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“Oh, Jo,” cried Beth, “Mrs. Hummel was out, and
her baby died in my arms.”

Jo put her arms around Beth, “Oh, how terrible!
What did you do?”

“I just held it until Mrs. Hummel returned with
the doctor. Her children Heinrich and Minna were
getting sick, too. The doctor said it was scarlet
fever. He told me to come home and take medicine

quickly, or I'll catch it, too.”

KEY WORDS

| take medicine "E#4 ‘catch v. B ( %55 )
(catch-caught-caught)




“I'll get Hannah,” said Jo.

“Don’t let Amy come up here,” said Beth. “She
hasn’t had scarlet fever, and I don't want to give it
to her.”

Later they sent Amy to stay with Aunt March for
her protection. As Beth became sicker, everyone
worried about her. They decided not to tell Mrs.
March about her in their letters. Beth’s sickness
became so bad that she didn’t know who Jo was,

and she called out for her mother.

KEY WORDS

 protection n. {47 decide v. RE
as conj. B

Le & |
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The girls got a letter from Mother saying that
Father had gotten worse, so she wouldn't come
home for a long time. The girls worked hard while
the shadow of death was over their house. Meg
began to understand that she had been rich in the
truly important things, such as love, peace, and
good health. Jo thought about how unselfish Beth
was and that she had always lived for others.
Amy was sad and lonely at Aunt March’s house

and just wanted to help Beth.

On December 1st, the doctor came to see Beth.
He looked at her and quietly said, “I think some-

one should tell Mrs. March to come home now.”

KEYy WORDS

1 get worse JEAL Citruly adv. JIEH
1shadow n. FAW "limportant adj, WEH
Sdeath n. FET “Isuch as fi#m, Ekin

Cberichin AMIEHE, BF
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Jo ran out into the snow to send a telegram.
When she got back, Laurie brought a letter from

Mr. Brooke that said Mr. March was getting better

again.

-
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Jo did not seem to be happy at this good news and Ii

then began to cry, “Beth doesn't recognize us any- !

more. I sent a telegram to Mother.” 1

Laurie held her hand and said, “Don’t worry. Mr.

Brooke said that your mother would be back tonight
and would take care of everything.”

Jo hugged Laurie.

e ol meal i B L i BB

KEY WoRrDs

Pl " - rﬁ_:ﬁ,_.anymara = _change n. ¥
-~ irest n. B&ER
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For the rest of the day, the hours went slowly.
The doctor said a change, for better or for worse,
would come very soon. No one was able to sleep
while they waited.

At two o'clock Jo stood at the window while
Laurie went to the station to get Mrs. March. She
turned to see Meg kneeling by Beth’'s bed. She
feared that Beth was dead. She ran to the bed.

KEY WoRDsS

I for better or for worse ASiBEFER I kneel v. BB
"I be able to BES% (kneel-knelt-knelt)
T station n. kFEELS Cifear v. EIH



76

There was a change. Beth's fever was gone.
The color was coming back to her cheeks. Meg
and Jo hugged each other. They were too happy
to speak. Then they heard the door open, and
Laurie shouted, “She’s here! She’s here!”

When Beth woke up, she saw her mother’s face
and smiled. Mrs. March held her little hand.
Hannah made breakfast for everyone while Mother
told the girls about their father’s recovery. Mr.
Brooke was still with him and had promised to

stay until he was better.

KEY WORDS

Clcolor n. EifE Clrecovery n. th¥E, BE
1each other H#f CJuntil conj. BEE|-- A1k
“Iwake up FriEE



At Aunt March’s house, Amy was beginning to

write a letter to her mother, but when she looked
out the window, she saw her mother coming
toward the house. Amy was so happy to see her.
“Everyone loves Beth because she’s unselfish,”
said Amy. “If I was sick, people wouldn’t feel so

bad for me. I'm going to try to be more like Beth.”

L Lr
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That night, Jo spoke with her mother. “I want to
tell you something,” she said.

“Is it about Meg?” asked Mrs. March.

“Yes, you guessed so easily,” remarked Jo. She
told all about Meg's lost glove.

“Do you think Meg might be interested in John?”
Mother asked.

“Who is John?” asked Jo.

“Mr. Brooke . . . John Brooke,” 'saicl Mother. “I
began calling him John because we became good
friends at the hospital.”

“Oh my!” exclaimed Jo. “He helped you take care
of Father, and now you’re going to give Meg to him

if he wants her.”

KEY WORDS

Ciguess v. ¥, W [1exclaim v, fR0Y
“lremark v. i




“Don’t be angry,” said Mother. “John told us that
he loves Meg. He said he would save enough
money to buy a comfortable house before he asks

her to marry him. But Father and I decided that we

don’t want her to marry until she’s at least twenty.”

KEY WORDS
“lsave v. M (&) Clatleast E
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® Laurie’s secret was that he knew who had the [T! [F
glove Meg lost at the picnic.

® The newspaper refused to print Jo's stories. T/ [F
® Mrs. March received a telegram that her T| [F

husband was very ill.

© Mrs. March went to her husband to take care [T/ [F

of him.

©® Meg didn't want to marry until she was twenty. [T F

B sramenznnsss.

@ All of the women
began to cry

® They sent Amyto .
stay with Aunt March

® Jo sold her hair
to get money

©® Laurie went to
the station

® The doctor told Beth -

EE

/A @TOF@TOT@F
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- @ for her mother’s journey,
- & to get Mrs. March.
- © to take medicine t‘-:f
- @ at Jo's sacrifice.

- @ for her protection.
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® She was so nervous that she ran in and out of the
building limes.

@ Suddenly, Hannah hurried into the room with a

® Jo thought about how Beth was.
© Mother told the girls about their father's

| ) msgmns, sFIaTERES,

HR

® Beth didn't know who her family was any more.

® Beth told Jo that Mrs. Hummel's baby died in Beth's
arms,

® Beth came home and went straight upstairs to her
mother’s room.

@ Jo feared Beth was dead.

® The doctor said someone should tell Mrs. March to
come home,

C  oseveral @talegram @ unselfish @ recovery
D ezseze0c0

21



CHAPTER S
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logether Again!

Christmas Day that year was very
. — different from the year before. Beth
- _j:"; *‘. was feeling better. She looked out
the window at a smowman Laurie
and Jo had made for her. In the snowman’s hands
were a basket of fruit, flowers, and a new piece of
music. Laurie brought in the presents, and Jo sang
a silly song.
“I'm so happy!” said Beth. “I wish Father was
here.”
Half an hour later, Laurie opened the front door
and said, “Here’s another Christmas gift for the

March family!”

KEY WORDS

C1snowman n. J/A Msilly adj. B]FEM
I music n. Fig

82




Then two tall men appeared. One of the men was

leaning on the other man’s arm.

Beth came running through the door and leapt
into her father's arms.

“Father!” cried Meg and Jo.

Mr. March was covered in hugs and kisses. In the

confusion, Mr. Brooke and Meg accidentally kissed.

KEY WoRDs
llean v. ¥, & I be coveredin ¥.----HE
leap v. Bk _1 confusion n. JBEL

(leap-leapt-leapt) | accidentally adv. &4



When all the excitement calmed down, Mrs.
March thanked Mr. Brooke for helping her husband.

Later, Mr. Laurence, Laurie, and Mr. Brooke came
over to the March’s house again, and they all had

Christmas dinner together.

“A year ago we were complaining about Christmas,”
said Jo.

“It's been a wonderful year,” said Meg, who was
thinking about John Brooke. ‘

“It was a hard one, too,” said Amy. “I'm glad it's
over since Father's back now.”

“I've learned a few things about you ladies
today,” said Mr. March.

“Oh, tell us,” cried Meg.

Mr. March took Meg's hand, “"Here's one. Look

KEY WORDS
“icalm down TE# T3k C1smooth adj. ¥#H
Cithank.. for g .- "I hardworking adj. #1558

Ticallus n HF




at the small burn on the back and the calluses on
the front. 1 can remember when this hand was
smooth and white. But now this is a pretty, hard-
working hand. I'm proud of you, Meg.”

One Point Lessel

I'm glad it's over since Father's back now.

RN —UREET, BONELFEE®RT.

since: (D&M 2-----Fif

e.g- | didn't do my homework since | was sick. FEMTHR, BABERT.
I've been wearing glasses since | was ten. B/L10FEH— K MEN,
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“What about Jo?” asked Beth. “She’s tried very

hard, too.”
Mr. March smiled at Jo. “Her hair may be short,

but I can see a young lady now. I'll miss my wild

girl, but I'll love the kind and gentle woman who'’s

taken her place.”

KEY WoRDS

Imiss v. 5 I take one's place BU{EE A
Uwild adj. BR=ERE




Jo blushed, and Amy said, “Now Beth!”

“Beth’s not so shy any more.” Then he looked at
Amy, “And I've noticed Amy helps others more.
She’s learned to think about others and less about
herself.”

Beth went to the piano and began to play. Soon
everyone began to sing a happy Christmas song

together.

It was the next afternoon, and Laurie and Jo were
teasing Meg about how she would answer Mr.
Brooke when he asked her to marry him.

“When he asks you, you'll cry or act stupidly
instead of saying no,” said Jo.

“No, I won't,” said Meg. “I'll say, ‘Thank you,
Mr. Brooke, but I'm too young to get married.'”

“l don't believe_ it,” said Jo.

KEY WoRDS

1less adv. E/ [ stupidly adv. FHIFriE b
“ltease v. iE, B Tlinstead of A2
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Suddenly, there was a knock at the door. It was
Mr. Brooke.

“I left my umbrella here yesterday,” he said.

Meg moved toward the door.

“I'm sure Mother will want to see you. Let me get
her.”

“Meg, don't run away from me,” said Mr. Brooke.
“Are you afraid of me?”

“How could I be afraid of vou w'hen you've been
so good to Father?” Meg answered.

Then he took Meg's hand. “I just want to know if
you love me a little. I love you so much.”

This was the moment to repeat the response she
had told Jo. But instead, she answered softly, “I
don't know. I'm too young . .."

“I'll wait until you learn to like me,” he said.
“Will it be difficult?”

“Not if I choose to learn,” she said.

KEY WORDS

Cumbrella n. % Cichoose v. %#F

Clresponse n. &% (choase-chose-chosen)

Cisoftly adv. 4242 Clannoyed ad). fili®f, £549




“Please choose to, Meg,” he said. “I can teach
you. It will be easier than teaching Laurie.”

At that moment, Meg felt annoyed because he was
smiling.

“I don't choose!” she said, “Please go away!”

“l hope you will have some time to think. I'll
wait,” Mr. Brooke said.

Now Meg felt bad to see him so sad as he left the

roOGIHi.

One Point -&22

| just want to know if you love me a fittle.
BARBNBGRTEA—SED.
f: (Do 2RE

e.g. | will marry him i he loves me. M#RfEEHR
I wonder if he loves ma ar nol. mnmm
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Then Aunt March came in. “What is all this?” she
cried.

“He’s just a friend of my father’s,” Meg said ner-
vously. “Mr. Brooke and | were just. . .”

“Mr. Brooke, the Laurence boy's tutor? He just
wants to marry you to get some of my money! Well,

he won't get one bit of it!”

¥




It was the worst thing she could have said to Meg.

“Aunt March, I'll marry whomever I want, and you
can keep your money! We won't need it!” shouted
Meg.

“You’ll regret this!” shouted Aunt March. “You
should marry a rich boy and help your family!”

“Don’t say that!” shouted Meg. “My John wouldn’t
marry for money. We’ll work hard and save our
own money! [I'll be happy with him because he
loves me!”

Aunt March was very angry and stormed out of

the room. Meg didn’'t know whether to laugh or cry.

KEY WORDS

Iwhomever pron. it [lone'sown HEM
“Iregret v. 51 [ storm out of 5 FEFFHb b



Mr. Brooke came back from the other room and
put his arms around her.

“Oh, Meg, you do love me! I heard everything
you said!”

Jo came back and found them together. Mr.
Brooke laughed and kissed Jo on the cheek and
said, “Oh, Sister Jo, wish us luck!”

That night, everyone ate dinner together. Laurie
brought some flowers for "Mrs..luhn Brooke.”
When he saw Jo, he said, “What’s the matter? You
look sad.”

“Nothing will ever be the same again,” Jo said.
“I've lost my dearest friend.”

“You've got me,” said Laurie. “I'll always be your
friend. I'll come back from university in three years,

and we’ll take a trip together.”

KEY WORDS
[ wish sb. luck L% A O university n. k%




Jo looked around the room. Mother and Father sat
happily together. Amy was drawing a picture of
John and Meg. Beth was talking to her old friend,

Mr. Laurence. Jo and Laurie smiled at one another

and dreamed about their future.

KEY WORDS

[ look around R [E [ future n. F3XE
Cldream v. 88, 248
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