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At one point in my life,

I was a shepherd at Luberon.
It was a very isolated place,
[ would often spend weeks there without seeing
a single person.

During those weeks, | would joyfully spend my
time with my dog, tending my flocks of sheep.
At times when | did see another person, it was

usually the loner who lived up on Mount Lure.

KEY WORDS

-1shepherd n BFEA o joyfully adv. ifithith

- isolated adj. Sittigiaad otend v. H

rspend v. BEiE 1 flock n. Bf
(spend-spent-spent) 01 loner n. I &

7 single adj. -1/



From time to time, he would come down,

looking for some simple conversation and to hear
some news of the outside world.

| also saw the odd coalmen.

They worked in the coal mines not too far from
my fields.

All of these people were simple folk and did not

care for the shallow wants of the world.

Ky WoORDS

1 from time to time H i 1 folk n. AA(]

~ conversation n. & 1 care for T4

- odd adj. If§E 6 r1 shallow adj. i

- coalman n. BT A Jwant n. [~s] B2 RS

-1 coal mine TEW



About once every two weeks, a person was

sent to bring me supplies on a mule.

This person was usually a farmhand from the
lowlands or an old woman who always wore

a reddish-colored cap.

I heard all of the news from the lowlands from them.
However, the news that interested me the most

was any word about my Master’s daughter.

KEY WORDS

1 supplies n. HiEAT& 0 reddish-colored adj. R B
1 mule n, 5B rinterest v, {Eeeee LR
01 farmhand n. #&H I A cmaster n. A

o1 lowland n. [~s] {iEit



My Master’'s daughter was the prettiest girl

in the surrounding area.

But 1 was just a lowly twenty-year-old shepherd
who tended her father’s flocks.

I always had to remind myself that there were
many handsome young men in the lowlands.
They could provide better for her than what

some poor shepherd could.

KEY WORDS
0 surrounding adj. & &M 1 remind v. 288

o area n. #X | 01 provide for &
0 lowly adv. #hHr{ETaY



Being a vain girl, | knew that she would

always have more interest in wealthier men.

I never even expected her to say hello to me.

Two weeks had passed since my last supplies
had been delivered to me.

KEY WoORDS

Clvain adj. HEERAY r1say hello to sb. I3 AFTHAE
0 wealthy adl. BEH cideliver v, @i
) expect v, Hid



It was a Sunday, and I was waiting for the mule
to arrive with my provisions.

[ waited patiently, but no one came.

“It is the fault of my Master’s house,” 1 thought.
“They have forgotten to send me my provisions.”
[ waited until noon.

[ watched for someone to come, but in the
distance, I noticed there was a very dark storm.
“The storm has delayed the person from
delivering me my necessities,” I thought.

“I am sure that the roads are very bad now

because of the storm.”

KEY WORDS

o provision n. & | £IE®EY 0 notice v. FE
EHMPR ) o1 storm n. #HAM

-1 patiently adv. i - delay v. BLiE

0 fault n. §EiR 1 necessity n. A5

0 forget v. Big  ° 1 because of E X4

(forget-forgot-forgotten)

One Paint Lesson =

Being a vain girl, | knew that she would always have more
interest in the wealthier men. FmilwE~ERHNEE, BEEN
BEFEANBFESGE,

“Being a vain gin” HIMZEFAELKTE, W0 she.

e.g. Going for a walk, he met his teacher. (=As he went for a walk, ...)
Al e R E T ACHER.
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Another three hours passed.

The storm had now passed.

[ looked into the sky.

It was now a beautiful, clean, blue sky, and the sun
was casting its warm rays over the hills.

The familiar sound of water running through the
brook brightened my spirits,

Then I heard another familiar sound.

It was the sound of the bell ringing dround the
mule’s neck.

[ waited to see whether it was a farmhand or
the old woman who wore the red cap.

[ was greatly surprised.

It was neither the farmhand nor the old woman.

It was the young lady, my Master’s daughter.

KEY WORDS

1 look into &% 1brook n. /R

ccast v. #5 ( . BE) O brighten v. ( {# ) #itk
(cast-cast-cast) 0 spirit n. [~s] f&&

Ciray o 4 oring v. 0

01 familiar adj. MAER (ring-rang-rung)
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She rode up as | watched in amazement.
She climbed down from the mule and said,
“The farmhand is sick and the old woman is
spending a heliday with her children.

S0 I came instead.”

She also told me that she had lost her way.

KEY WoRDS

O ride v. 5§ - amazement n. THRIE
(ridde-rode-ridden) O lose one's way &R

One Point Lesse” =

It was neither the farmhand nor the old woman.
FERPRUGTHERREAA.

neither A nor B: B AR oo
e.g. Neither you nor | can do it (R8T 4 7%,
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However, when I looked into her face,

her eyes danced.

It seemed like she was delayed because she had
stopped to dance on the hills instead.

In that fresh afternoon air, she looked simply
beautiful.

I could hardly take my eyes off her.

I had never stood so closely to her before.

I had only ever seen her from an adntiring distance.
When I returned to the lowlands in the winter
with the flocks, I went to the farm for my dinner.
At those times, I had seen her proudly walking
through the rooms, not saying a word to any of

the servants.

KEY WoRDS

r1 fresh adj. iHHES 1 admiring adj. A
1 take one's eyes off B XA O proudly adv. Efitih
O closely adv. b 1 servant n. A
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| She had always appeared to be very proud at
those moments.
Now she was standing directly in front of me.
I had her all to myself.

I watched as she took my provisions off the mule.

KEY WoRrDs

1 moment n. B4 1 all to oneself 52234 FfY
0 directly adv. FEiE#b

| had never stood so closely to her before.

AR R AR e i,

had it £, FRiERATNES D 8% & RN,

g She had left when | got there. T LM RIEE #ET
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“So where is it that you sleep?” the girl asked me.

[ showed her. My bed was a very simple place
made only of straw and sheepskin.
Just above on the wall were my cape and stick.

She found it all very amusing.

KeY WORDS

r1show v. 8- F r1cape n. L&

1 be made of &Y o stick n. F#

0 straw n, BE ramusing adj. H#BAY

1 sheepskin n. 52



“You poor shepherd!” she exclaimed,

“You live here?

You must always be so lonely and bored!

What do you do with your time?

What do you think about during your days?”

she asked.

I wanted to reply, “1 only think about you.”
However, I didn’t. In fact, I couldn’t speak a word.
My Master’s daughter realized my

embarrassment.

She took great pleasure in it.
She started to tease me.
“And do the fairies come

to visit you here?”

she asked, laughing with

a twinkle in her eyes.

KEY WORDS

1 exclaim v, 1HIE (] take pleasure in A\------HF 5|
1 bored adj. Y T

Creply v. [B]%F (1tease v. ¥ F

] embarrassment n, #ig o1 fairy n. iz

T twinkle n. | BRESHY ) (A%

She found it all very amusing. #%R—tHFER4HAE,

| ﬂiﬂ#“-im i m mw;;;;.ﬂ‘
e.g. | found him smart. 253 i,
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| If . . hiﬂ;ﬂ L
" I thought that she seemed
as delicate and graceful as a fairy.
She quickly prepared to leave.

We said goodbye, and [ watched

her as she disappeared.

KEY WORDS
O delicate adj. FFER O prepare v.
1 graceful adj. (£HERY 1 disappear v. %
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However, the sound of the mule’s footsteps
continued for a while longer.

The sounds of those footsteps stayed with me for a
long time.

I wanted to keep hearing them over and over
in my head.

They were a reminder of my very pleasant visitor.

\

{E
LE

KEY WORDS

1 footstep n. §Hl O over and over —ili ¥ — i i

O continue v. #F4E O reminder n. BIEE{ERNER
O stay with 8- fE—i2 O pleasant adj. € AMHEAY
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( look spend see live  tend j

I would often spend weeks there without @ a
single person. During those weeks, I would joyfully
2] my time with my dog, @ my flocks of
sheep. At times when I did see anather person, it was
usually the loner who @ up on Mount Lure. From
time to time, he would come down, ® for some
simple conversation.

© Who would usually bring the shepherd supplies?
(a) The Master’s daughter.
(b) A coalman.
(c) A farmhand or an old woman.

@ What did the shepherd usually think about?
(a) His flocks of sheep.
(b) His Master's daughter.
(c) His supplies.

A ®seeing @spend © tending © lived @ looking
E e op



( mmgwas, wTaaFmms.

©® The Master's daughter teased the shepherd,

® The shepherd watched the Master's daughter as she
disappeared.
® The shepherd was waiting for his provisions.

@ The shepherd showed the Master’s daughter where he
slept.

® The Master's daughter arrived on the mule,

b

-

| ) mmmumamns.

ER

[gr-anaful bored proud surprised famlllar)

© The Master's daughter looked very in her
house.

® The shepherd’was to see the Master's
daughter.

® The Master's daughter was as as a fairy.

0 Finally, the shepherd heard the sound of

bell ringing.

- ® The Master's daughter thought the shepherd must be

with his simple life.

C ® =020 = 0= 8
[) © proud @ surprised @ graceful © familiar © bored
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After she left, I went about my work,

‘ CHAPTERIZE |
5\ H B 2E

jl(cwe S ﬂm‘%@ Sley

s

Night time came very quickly, .

and I prepared for the evening.

[ brought the flocks of sheep to the fields
that were close to where [ slept.

As I was finishing my chores, I heard a voice
come from below near my dwelling.

My Master's daughter had returned

and she was shaking, cold, and wet.

KEY WoORDS

1 go about #F#L “idwelling n. {4k
“ichore n. HEZEFIL



In a trembling voice, she said,
“On the way to the lowlands, there is the river

as you know.

Well, the water from the storm has flooded the river.

I tried to get across, but I feared 1 would drown.

| didn't know what to do.
I knew I could not get across the river.

So I just returned here.”

KEY WORDS

- trembling adj. &#I48 -1 getacross it
- flood v. fERIAKEZ S 7l drown v. 7K

One Poin! Lessol —

| didn't know what to do. & smEEELD.

what to + FiERE; BR—FRENT, HiRESEERTIFH.
e.g. She didn't know what to say. S5l iEE 4.
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She was in a terrible situation.

[ thought, “No one will come here searching for her.
And I cannot leave the flocks to take her home.”

I was very worried. I didn’t know what to do.

It wasn't right for her to spend the night on the
mountain.

But then I thought, “The nights in July are short.
It is only one night.”

I very quickly lit a fire so that she could dry her
feet and dress.

[ also prepared some food and milk.

But she was not interested in eating or getting dry.

She burst into tears and [ almost felt like crying, too.

KEY WoRDS

1 situation n. 438 O light v. = 8%
" search for F4% (ligghu-tit-lir)
[ worried adj. A Odry v, T

1 burst into tears A S A 52




It was completely dark outside now.

There was not even a hint of sunset left in the sky.
I urged my Master’s daughter to go into the
dwelling and rest.

I put down a new sheepskin for her to rest on.

KEY WORDS

1 hint n. #5 O urge v. B RR
“isunset n. Bi#&

23



We said goodnight, and 1 went outside.

[ sat down in the front door entrance.

I tried to think of things other than the young
lady who was resting in my house.

I felt proud that I had been given the great
responsibility of watching over such a precious
person.

She was more valuable than any of the
creatures that I was entrusted to watch over.

I was happy, and I thought, “The stars look more
beautiful than ever tonight.”

Key WoRDS

71 front door #ii7] ) precious adj. EHEY
o entrance n. AH 1 valuable ad). ¥#)
) responsibility n. #{E i creature n. 4R

1 watch over PP Dentrust v. EEEE
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Just as I finished my thought, the young lady
appeared behind me.

“I cannot sleep,” she told me.

“The animals are quite noisy outside.

I think that I would like to sit by the fire.”
She sat down by the fire, and I gave her

the goatskin which | had wrapped around me.
I stirred the embers of the fire, and it quickly
became very warm.

We sat by the fire in silence.

KEY WORDS

(1 noisy adj. WhiE r1ember n, [~s] RIB
ciwrap v. I 71in silence Sk
o stie v, #itah

25
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It was a much more beautiful night

because a beautiful star sat beside me.

That night, every creature seemed to come alive.
Perhaps they wanted to witness the beautiful

star, too.

The frogs and the insects sang so much louder.
The light of the fire shone even more brilliantly

in the pond.

There was an unmistakable freshness to the night.
Perhaps it was because of the storm.

But 1 wanted to believe it was because the Master's
daughter was there with me that night.

I looked at her, and I noticed that she was shivering.
Some noises in the night frightened her,

and she moved closer to me.

REY WORDS

~ come alive EREAR brilliantly adv. Al
Jiwitness v. BB "1 unmistakable adj. B8 &)
Tinsect n. B® 1 shiver v. Wi#

Cloud adv. Kb frighten v. {E®ig

One PointiLessel o

Some noises in the night frightened her, and she moved
closer to me, Z#EM—EFEESHBEEN, LFTH. RWET L,

EEETRENERGNREL. ERETRMBNEENer/ est, NEETAT
W HHZESEREEMNESN@mMmmore / the most.

e.g. This story is more interesting than that one. i TSR LB FBE T,







In the distant sky, we saw the most beautiful
shooting star.

It darted through the sky and quickly vanished.
“What was that?” the young lady asked me.

“It is a soul which has just been taken to heaven,”
[ told her.

“You are very different
from other young men,”
she said.

“I am sure I am just like
other ordinary men.

But my life is very

different here.
I live very closely to the stars.

I know more about what happens up there

than I do about what happens on the plains.”

KEY WORDS

"1 shooting star #2 1 heaven n. K&
O dart v. o ordinary adj. .04
© vanish v. % plain n. FH

r1soul n Rl
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The voung lady looked at me with her head in

her hand.

The goatskin was wrapped around her.
She looked like a divine shepherd!
“There is another one,” she exclaimed,

pointing to another shooting star.

“1 have never seen so many beautiful stars in my life.

Do you know the names of the stars?”

“Indeed I do, mistress!” I replied.

Key WORDS

i divine adj. #RIFHY  mistress n. /i
"l indeed adv. #sL

29
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" “Look up there! Can you see that?

That is the Milky Way. And look at that.
Let’s imagine that is France!

You can see that it goes all the way fo Spain.
Many military men have used the stars

to help them find their way to battle.
Jacques de Galice is one such man.

The Milky Way helped him find his way
during the war with the Buckwheats!™

I continued to tell her about the stars.

KEY WORDS

1 Milky Way 859 2 military adj. FEBARY
“imagine v. & I battle n. 23}



“Look over there! Can you see that group of stars?
That is the Tank of Hearts.

If you look closely, you can see that it looks like

it has four axles.

Then, just in front of it, there are three stars.

Can you see them? They are the Three Animals.

And over there is the Rake.

Many people also know it as Orion or the Three Kings.

For people who live alone in the mountains like me,

we use it as a clock.

Right now, I can tell that it is already midnight.”

KEY WoRrRDS

D axle n. il - midnight n. %
Stell v, BTE

31
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“Look over there. That is the south.

You can see a group of stars.

Some people call it Jean de Milan.

Others know it as the torch of the stars.

Many shepherds tell a story about those stars.

In the story, Jean de Milan, together with the Three
Kings and the star known as the Pleiad are invited
to the wedding of a friend, who is also a star.
However, the Pleiad leaves the wedding very
quickly.

You can see that path there in the sky.

That is the high way and the Pleiad followed

that path.

The Three Kings caught up to the Pleiad

by going along the low way.

KEY WORDS

ceall v 38U 'wedding n. B2l
Citorch n. JE path n. /\i&
Linvite v, B ‘catchup to #F L+

Some people call it Jean of Milan. Others know it as the
torch of the stars.
HAME “XZHEL", hHAMNE “BEAKE" ( XBE ).

some..., others...; | “Fif5 o, Flho"

e.g2. Some students like him, others don't.
FEAr e Wik, thE—EFEh,



Jean de Milan was very lazy.
It had fallen asleep and was left
at the wedding.

When it woke up, it was
extremely angry and threw

a stick at the Three Kings.
Because of that, the Three Kings are also known as the
Stick of

Jean de Milan.

They are all beautiful stars.

However, the evening star is the most beautiful.

It is the first star to come out at night.

It is a shepherd’s friend in the sky,” I said.

KEY WORDS

fall asleep EEH extremely adv. FE% b
wake up EE3E evening star €8

33
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[ wanted that night to last forever.

KEY WORDS

o glorious adj. FERERIEERY
 pursue v. B3R
o Satumn n. £
1 be aboutto HE
1 explain v. BRE
Clay no
(lay-laic-laid)

i breeze n. MM
“iribbon n, 23

“1lace n.

1 enchanting adj. A
1 sight n. {8

-dawn n. Bif




KEY WoRDs

= freasure n, BE ~ faint ad). 5B
1 still adf. MEE ~ sparkle v. (A5 -
1 exceptfor BT - magnificent adj. B
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=772 mprehension Quiz

Sl

fRIZNET & D

A\ wrEameExnnEEs.

© tremble . . @ 1o give responsibility for
something

@ dwelling - » @ heavenly

® brilliant - « @ 1o shake

© urge . - = a small, hot piece of wood

©® divine - + @ very bright, shining

® ember - « 1o ry to persuade

@ entrust . - @ a place to live in

B mmssnsamre, cnonT, sensr.

EHE

©® The young woman hungrily ate the food

the shepherd gave her. T| |F
@ The shepherd was happy that the young

woman was with him. T| [F
® The young woman got up because she

couldn’t sleep. T| [F
@ The two people spoke about many different

things together. T |F
® The night sky was filled with many stars. T| [F

N -9 -0 0-0 o-0O -0 0-@ -
b ®F &T 8T OoF ©7



([ mezmmzs.

@ Why did the Master's daughter come back to the shepherd's
house?

(a) Her mule ran away.
(b) She couldn’t cross the river.
(¢) She got lost and couldn’t find her way home.

@ What did the shepherd talk to the Master's daughter about
during the night?

(a) He told her about Greek myths.
(b) He told stories about his sheep.
(¢) He told her about the stars in the sky.

-T

[) wramemxnnses.

© Tank of Hearts. . . used as a clock by
shepherds

@ Orion ' . = the torch of the stars

©® Jean de Milan - - = has four axles

© the evening star - « & pursues Saturn and marries

him every seven years

&
C o @
b e-©@ -® 0-® 0-0
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CHAPTER 1

ate tor Schogl,

My heart was pounding as I left my home.

[ was running late for school!

I knew that I would be in terrible trouble with
Mr. Hamel.

We were having a test on participles at school
and I hadn’t studied at all.

“I am going to get a severe scolding from

Mr. Hamel,” I thought.

KEY WoRDS

Opound v. (/%) EIEE 0 participle n. 4315

1 bein trouble with 2238y 0 severe adl ™FhHY
il 5 . r1scolding n. FHES




“Today is such a fantastic day!

I don’t want to go to school.

It is so warm and sunny outside.”

[ thought about running away and spending the day
in the fields. I resisted however.

I continued my hurried journey to the school.

I walked past the woods and listened to the sweet

sound of the birds singing happily in the trees.

4 bopd

i}b E

o

il
s _
m =

-1.-?".'- P

KEY WORDS
o1 fantastic adj. EEY t1 journey n. {78
i1 resist v. 2EB4E 0 woods n. Bk

r1 hurried adj. 201CAY
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As I passed the woods, | hurried past a field on the
edge of the woods.

I could see the Prussian soldiers practicing their
drills in the field.

“How I would love to stay outside!” I thought.
“But if I don’t go to school today,

I will certainly be punished very severely

by Mr. Hamel tomorrow.”

[ walked very quickly, and soon I entered the town.
| walked through the town, making my way past
the town hall.

KEY WORDS

i field n. WIE O punish v. FE$

1 edge n. g Center v. M

0 practice v. &3 1 make one's way — &t

Oodrill o, 5 1 town hall 4B




To my surprise, a large crowd of people had gathered
at the bulletin board in front of the town hall.

They were all pushing each other,

trying to see what was written on the board.

For the last two years all our bad news had come
from there; the lost battles, the draft, the orders of
the commanding officer.

“There really hasn’t been any good news at all.

I wonder if we finally have some,” I wondered.

KEY WORDs

o crowd n, AR O draft n. {if&
o gather v. BB 1E 1 commanding officer 51488
0 bulletin board 4@
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If I had not been running late for class, I would have
stopped to see what the people were excited about.
However, | continued on my way.

I passed by Mr. Wachter, the town blacksmith.
“There’s no need to hurry, bub!” Mr. Wachter called
out. “You'll get to school in time.”

“But I'm already late,” I thought.

“He’s just making fun of me.”

LB

KEY WorDs

) excited adj. MzhEY 0in time 2 it
01 blacksmith n, €& (1 make fun of B3
o bub n. hER{k



Soon after, I walked into Mr. Hamel's garden
which was just outside the school house.

I was completely out of breath.

I prepared to enter the classroom.
Then I thought, “That’s strange. It's all very quiet.
Usually there is so much noise.

I can usually hear the other students opening

and closing their desks, the pages of books turning,

the students repeating their lessons,
and Mr. Hamel's giant ruler tapping loudly on the

table. But it’s so quiet today!”

KEYy WoRDSs

0 completely adv. T2 ogiant n. EXRY
0 outof breath FSAFETS O tap v. BEHT

1 repeal v. Hil
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“This is really terrible.

Mr. Hamel will definitely hear me enter the
classroom today.

[ was hoping that I could quietly slip into the room
without being heard or seen.,

Just my luck!”

[ carefully peered in through the window.

[ saw my classmates sitting quietly at their desks.
[ also saw Mr. Hamel walking up and down the
aisles. He looked very serious.

In particular, I noticed his very hard iron ruler
under his arm.

[ became even more frightened.

KEY WoORDS

01 definitely adv. &l O aisle n. idid
01 slip into JH 3 [ serious adj. PN
0 luck n. &Y O in particular %55
0 peer v. {F4E Ciron adf. £kHY



My face was red and my heart was pounding furiously.
| was completely terrified.

I carefully opened the door and entered the classroom.
Everyone was looking at me,

but surprisingly, Mr. Hamel did not get angry.

The expression on his face was not stern

like 1 had expected.

KEY WORDS
0 furiously adv. MEih o stern n. PEH
0 terrified adj. ENUFITHY 1 expect v. FEHY

0 expression n. il

49



50

Mr. Hamel said very gently,

“Go and quickly sit down, Franz.

We were going to begin without you.”
I did as I was told very quickly.

[ also felt very relieved.

I had expected such a terrible scolding.

KEY WoRrDsS
o gently adj. Bk O relieved ad, ®WEH




When I sat down, my heart was still pounding
furiously.

[ sat there for a few minutes and tried to listen to
Mr. Hamel.

After | had calmed down, I suddenly realized

that Mr. Hamel was wearing his best clothes.

He was wearing his green coat with a frilled shirt.
He was also wearing a black, silk cap.

| was very surprised.

“Why is he wearing those clothes today?”

| thought. "He only ever wears those clothes when
the school is being inspected or on award days.
Today is a very strange day.”

[ looked around the classroom.

“Everyone is so quiet and serious,”

[ thought again.

KEY WORDS

1 calm down EFE T3 r1inspect v, #l%E
O wear v, 5 1 award day S H
(wear-wore-worn) r1 look around PR

r frilled adj. % &b iy

One Point Less°t

| did as | was told very quickly. FiRteifizade T TR

as B3 "F--—1%, HE°,
e.g. I'm tired as | didn't sleep last night. BRE, SRR IEE—H,
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After a few more minutes, I had completely
calmed down.

At this point, I was able to look around the
classroom more.

Once more, | was quite surprised.

At the back of the classroom,

there were some benches.

These were always empty.

However, today they were filled with people from
the village.

Even the town's former Mayor was there.
Everyone was paying very careful attention to
what Mr. Hamel was saying.

They all looked very sad and quiet.

Some of them even had their old textbooks open
on their laps.

| tried to think why today was so unusual.

KEY WORDS

O at this point X A 0 mayor n. i

[ be able to BE & [l pay attention to ;3%

O emply ad)l. @2f4 O textbook n. 4

0 be filled with & ----- Olap n. ( A&HAE ) KBRS LA
O former adj. ARTAY Clunusual adj. RREETER
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©® Franz always enjoyed going to school. T LF
@ Some very interesting news was on the

bulletin board. T! F
® Franz was very late for class. T} F
© Mr. Hamel was very angry with Franz. T [F
® Mr. Hamel wore his green coat to class

every day. T|[F
© There were very few people in the classroom. T F
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people from the village. Even the town's former Mayor
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© | carefully opened the door and
entered the classroom.

@ A large crowd of people had
gathered at the bulletin board.

® | could see the Prussian soldiers

practicing their drills in the field.
© Mr. Hamel was wearing his green coat with a frilled shirt.
® Mr. Wachter said there was no need to hurry.

® [ hurried . town on my way 1o school.

® When I sat , my heart was beating furiously.
® Don't worry. You'll get to school rime.

© We were having a test participles at school.

® All our bad news and good news had come
the bulletin board.
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3 CHAPTER 2.

Fo & | c
TP

Missed Opportunities
W L2

Mr. Hamel sat down in his chair and
said, “Children! This will be the last

lesson you will have with me.

French will no longer be taught in any school
in Alsace and Lorraine.
Only German will be taught.
Your new teacher will arrive tomorrow.
From now on, you must learn to speak German.

Please pay careful attention to your last French
lesson.”

KEY WORDS
1 no longer +5F% 1 from now on M IRFE TG
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I was completely shocked.

I thought about the crowd of people who had
gathered in the town square that morning.

“So that was what the fuss was all about,”

I thought.

“It was news about only German being taught in
the schools.”

[ then had another terrible feeling.

“No more French lessons?™ I thought.

“1 shall never learn any more French!

But I hardly know anything about it.
| don't even know how to write in ﬁ-}l
French. I was so foolish.

[ didn't pay attention in class or

study hard.”

KEY WORDS
shocked adj. FEiREY r1fuss n. LEL
square n. | 1§ foolish adj. MIEe
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[ felt very disappointed
with myself.
“l wasted too much time
looking for birds* eggs
and playing with my
friends.
I should have spent the
time studying.
I thought my books were
just a burden for such a
long time.
They were always so heavy, and grammar had
seemed so boring.”
I felt so sad about having to give it all up.
I felt even sadder about Mr. Hamel leaving.
I forgot all about his sharp iron ruler and his
terrible anger.

KEY WoRrRDs
"1 be disappointed with 3f-----&% 1 grammar n. &%

| dtp ' boring adj. ey
“waste v. SR¥% 1 give up HLFF
7 burden n. fi8 o sharp adj. &#84




I looked at Mr. Hamel. He looked so sad.

“I feel sorry for him. He has worn his best clothes
today because it is his very last class.”

Then I looked at all of the village people

who were sitting at the back of the classroom.
“They have all come to pay their respects to the
village teacher.

Forty years of teaching! That is a very long time.

And now it must all end for Mr. Hamel.”

KeYy WoRDS

.1 fell sorry for 3.+ BEFIFE T pay one's respect to 5 -~ E

One Point! Lesson

| should have spent the time studying. FiAgz &t (§ &S
L.

should have + T &4 E. o "HEERGWRE ( ZEEHE)".

e.g. You should have come to his birthday party,
(FE R R R E BIER.
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I was deep in thought at my desk

when I suddenly heard my name being called out.
“Franz! Franz! FRANZ!”

[ was suddenly brought back to reality.

Mr. Hamel was talking to me.

“Would you please recite the participle

that we learned yesterday, Franz?"

Mr. Hamel asked.

| froze. Yesterday's participle! -

I had hardly paid any attention in class.
Now [ regretted that.

"l was so stupid not to pay attention in class
like I should have,” I thought.

I tried to recite that participle,

but I could not.

| started the first few words,

but I couldn’t continue.

KEY WoRrDS

deep in thought BEATLE Ofreeze v. | EBIRE M ) R{E
1 call out Bl (freeze-froze-frozen)
D reality n. BIsC Cregrel v. 51

Trecite v. il T stupid adj, BEHY




“It’s okay if you cannot finish it,”

said Mr. Hamel kindly.
“I'm sure you feel bad enough as it is.”

KEY WORDS

"1 sure adf. #{ER Jasitis EhFL
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“See, everyone!” continued Mr. Hamel.

“We waste so many opportunities.

We have so many opportunities to learn,
but we don’t realize how important they are
until it is too late.

Every day, we say to ourselves,

‘There is lots of time.




| can learn tomorrow.

Today 1 will just enjoy my life.

But before we know it, there is no more time.
Time eventually runs out.

That is the whole problem with this town, Alsace.
Everyone puts off things they should do today
until tomorrow.

And then nothing gets done.

Now what will you do when you meet someone
from another country!?

They will say to you, “You say that you are French,
but you can’t speak or write in your own language.
How is that possible?’

Please don’t feel bad, Franz.

We are all guilty of it.

We should all be ashamed of ourselves.”

enjoy v. % get done 58

eventually adv. 4% language n. B85

run out i %k be guilty of F i %H4

put off #EIE be ashamed of X----- EEF| 1%
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~ = “Parents, grandparents, teachers,
doctors, and councilors!
We are all guilty.

Parents are always too eager to send

their children to the fields to work.

And I am to blame, too.

How many times did I send you out to take care of my

garden instead of letting you study your lessons?

So we are all to blame for this unfottunate situation.”

Mr. Hamel continued talking for quite some time.

He talked about various things.

Especially, he talked about French.

He described its beauty and its history.

“It 1s the most elegant and clearest language

in the world,” he said.

KEY WORDS

meouncilor n. (HIBSS ) ER
be eager to AT

" blame v. #&
take care of H#i
unfortunate adj. FEH

'various adj, &MEELN

especially adv. #5iih

"1describe v. #&§i#

elegant adj {EHERY



“It is beautiful to listen to, and we must protect it

so that it will never be lost.

We are prisoners now.

We cannot speak our own language.

Yet we must make sure that it survives.

Language is like a key which can open a prison door.
Defend it with your lives,” Mr. Hamel said.

HKEY WORDS

protect v. {&ir survive v. YEETFE
prisoner n. (AR defend v. {8 B
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© put off . @ to protect, guard
® recite . . @ to delay, postpone
® survive . . @ finally

© regret . « @ to feel sorry about
® defend : + @ to narrate

® eventually - « @ to live on

| mmsmmanmee, EonnT, seenr.

® Franz didn't remember yesterday’s lesson
very well. T

@ Mr. Hamel said people should enjoy life

and not study so hard. T
® Mr. Hamel taught the German language. T
O Language can be a prison in which you

cannot escape. T
& Mr. Hamel was very strict and impatient

during the lesson. T
6 Franz regretted not studying hard in the past. T
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( language country ashamed  possible J

Now what will you do when you meet someone from

another @ ? They will say to you, “You say that
you are French, but you can't speak or write in your own
2} . How is that @ " Please don't

feel bad, Franz. We are all guilty of it. We should all be
4 of ourselves.

) srmmisimemnnnss,
© Your new teacher - + @vyou will be only taught
German.
@ Aftertoday, : . how to write in French.
® | didn't even know . « @10 pay their respects 1o
the teacher.
©® They have all come - . @ if you cannot finish.
® It's okay . - @ will arrive tomorrow.
R
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CHAPTER 3
F3®

The Sad French Lesson
RGP RTAES

Mr. Hamel now picked up
a French grammar book
and started to teach.

It all seemed so easy

during that last lesson.

I understood every detail
which Mr. Hamel explained.

“Why didn’t French seem so easy and interesting
before?” I asked myself.

But I knew the answer.

It was my last French lesson, and I regretted not

taking every opportunity that I had had before.

KEY WORDS
O pick up Wi ) detail n. 0%



I continued to listen very carefully to that
French lesson.

Mr. Hamel explained the lesson very clearly
and patiently.

He had never taught a lesson so well before,
I thought to myself, “He is trying to teach us
everything he knows in this final lesson.”

KEY WORDS
1 patiently @i 0 final ad. B|EE



We continued our lessons.

I was amazed at how easily I understood
everything.

The grammar lesson finished,

and then we started writing.

Mr. Hamel surprised us by giving us all new
copies of ‘France, Alsace, France, Alsace’
Everyone quickly started writing.

I had never seen so many hardworking students
before.

KEY WORDS
C1copy n. Fih ) hardworking adj. FTHEY



Everyone had their heads down, and the sound of

pens on paper was the only sound to be heard.
Students were usually distracted by even the smallest
thing.

However, when some beetles flew into the classroom,
not one student looked at them today:.

It was very unusual.

KEY WORDS
o distract v. %8 (385 ) 1beetle n. Bl
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Soon after, some pigeons landed on the roof.
They cooed to each other and I thought,

“I wonder if the Germans will make the pigeons
coo in German.

That would be a terrible thing.”

| looked around the room some more.

Every student was faithfully working at his or her
desk.

KEY WORDS

- pigeon n. #8F r1coo v. ABhnhpEE
Oland v. ¥ - faithfully adv. Z 5
—roof n. B




I looked at Mr. Hamel.

He was sitting still in his chair.

The only things he moved were his eyes.

He looked intently at one thing in the room for a
while before moving to the next thing.

['m sure it was a great shock to him.

For forty years, it was the only classroom he had
taught in. It was like his home, and now it was
being taken from him.

I watched Mr. Hamel look at all of the walls,
windows, desks, and chairs.

I'm sure he wanted to remember everything

like it was now.

KEY WORDS

Clintently adv, Fixh 0 for a while —E& i 8]

One Pont Lesson

| wonder if the Germans will make the pigeons coo in
German. i i A 22 38 358 T th FRIErank i .

make + sb./sth, + do sth.: B} “HiBRASCHRRE, EXAMIRE"

e.g. My teacher made us memorize the sentence.
EFIULRNEELRTET.
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Mr. Hamel looked
through the windows
into his garden.

He had spent many
hours tending the trees
and flowers.

I suddenly realized how painful this
day must be for him.

He had devoted his life to the school.

In time, we finished our writing lesson and started

our history lesson.

I was very surprised at Mr. Hamel.

He taught his last lessons with great passion.

Many teachers would have just cancelled school.

KEY WORDS
0 painful adf. /Y 1 passion n. B
)1 devote v. FEfk ricancel v. BLUi#




Together, the class read the lesson and the village
people in the back of the school followed along.

I turned to look at them, and I could see that
some of them were crying,.

Perhaps they were crying over missed opportunities.

KEY WORDS

-1 follow along FR 3% 0 Cry over Jg---« 28
0 turn to 1)
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Suddenly, the sound of a clock
could be heard.
~ [t was the church clock
striking twelve o’clock.
At the same time, there was

the sudden sound of Prussian

trumpets.

The soldiers had returned from their drills.

They were now right outside the sthool windows.

It was all too much for Mr. Hamel.
He looked very pale and sick.
“Villagers, children, I- I- I,” he stammered.

But Mr. Hamel couldn’t finish his sentence.

KEY WORDS
Ol strike v. B O trumpet n. /B

(strike-struck-struck) Opale adi £EM
1 at the same time St & At [ stammer v, EEEE#IE
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He then turned and walked toward the blackboard.
He wrote on the board, “Vive La France!”
He turned to face everyone in the classroom.

He lifted his hand and gestured,

“School is finished. You may go.”

KEY WORDS

- blackboard n. ik o lift v. 8k
r face v. WX rigesture v, MIFH

bor i
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® It was the only classroom he had ever in.

| to listen carefully to that last French lessor

® Mr. Hamel us by giving us all new copies
of “France, Alsace.”

© The teacher his life to the school.

® The people in the back along with the lessc

B narmnesz.

© Why was Franz amazed during the last lesson?
(a) The teacher spoke in German.
(b) Some pigeons landed on the roof.
(¢) He could understand the lesson easily.

@ What did Mr. Hamel do while the students were writing? 1
(a) He talked with the villagers in the back of the class.
(b) He sat and carefully looked at everything in the r

(¢) He walked around class and checked the students'
work. ‘
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(C wenmenznnses

® Mr. Hamel picked up . . @ by even the
a book smallest thing,
& Why didn't French seem : - @ and started to
teach.
© | suddenly realized . . @ with great passion.
@ Mr. Hamel taught his : - @ so easy and
last lessons interesting before?
©® Students were usually - +® how painful this
distracted day was for Mr.
Hamel.
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® The sound of Prussian trumpets made

Mr. Hamel confident. T |F

® Mr, Hamel was relieved to be quitting his job. [T F

©@ Mr. Hamel taught the students very well
during the last lesson. T! |F

© Mr. Hamel dismissed the class after writing
“Vive La France!” on the board. Tl |F
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