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Sir Arthur Conan Doy
(1927)
by Henry L. Gates.

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle created one of the world’s most famous
detectives, Sherlock Holmes. _

Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh, Scotland, on 22 May 1859 to an
[rish-Catholic family. His mother introduced him to books when he
was a young boy. In 1876 he entered Edinburgh University and
began studying medicine. At the university he worked for Dr. Joseph
Bell to make some money. Dr. Bell surprised his students because he
often knew a lot about his patients simply by looking at them. He
was a careful observer of detail and later became Conan Doyle’s

model for Sherlock Holmes.
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A scene from the 1959 film version of The Hound of the Baskervilles.

[n 1882 Conan Doyle became a doctor and opened his first practice.
He did not have many patients so he began writing his first Sherlock
Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet (1887). The story was a great success.
[n 1891 the monthly magazine The Strand asked Conan Doyle to
write six Sherlock Holmes stories. The clever detective and his friend
Dr Watson soon became very popular in Britain.

However, Conan Doyle was tired of Sherlock Holmes and wanted to
spend more time writing historical novels. In 1893 he wrote a story
called ‘The Final Problem” and ‘killed” Holmes. Conan Doyle’s
readers (includihg his mother!) were very angry and The Strand lost
20,000 readers. Finally, in 1901, Conan Doyle wrote another Sherlock
Holmes adventure, The Hound of the Baskervilles. His readers were

very pleased and he continued writing Holmes stories until 1927.




Some other Sherlock Holmes books are The Sign of Four (1890), The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes (1892) (the two stories in this book come
from this volume), and The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes (1894) — it is in
the final story of this volume that Conan Doyle kills Holmes. He then
brings his famous detective back to life in The Return of Sherlock Holmies
(1905). Other Sherlock Holmes books include The Valley of Fear (1915),
His Last Bow (1917) and The Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes (1927) — this is
the final collection of Sherlock Holmes mysteries by Conan Doyle.

During the later part of his life Conan Doyle became interested in

Spiritualism, ! and travelled around the world to talk about it. He
died in England on 7 July 1930.

o Decide if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Correct
the false ones.
T F

1 Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was introduced to books at an
early age. |

2 Dr Joseph Bell was one of his professors at Edinburgh
University.

3 Dr Joseph Bell was the model for the character of

Dr Watson. ]
4 Conan Doyle’s first Sherlock Holmes story was not
successful. y |

5 In ‘The Final Problem’ the famous detective was killed,
and Conan Doyle’s readers were very angry.

6 From 1901 until 1927, Conan Doyle wrote only historical
novels.

7 During the later part of his life, Conan Doyle travelled
around the world to talk about Sherlock Holmes.

1. Spiritualism : the idea that living people can communicate with the dead.
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Visit the Sherlock Holmes Museum

Sherlock Holmes is one of the most popular fictional characters in
the world. In London there is a museum dedicated to Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle's great detective.

Connect to the Internet and go to www.blackcat-cideb.com or
www.cideb.it. Insert the title or part of the title of the book into our
search engine. Open the page for Sherlock Holmes Stories. Click
on the internet project link. Go down the page until you find the title
of this book and click on the relevant link for this project.

Go to the site, visit the museum and take a virtual tour of the study.
Then answer these questions.

1 'Where in London is the Sherlock Holmes Museum?

On what floor is Sherlock Holmes’s study?

What objects can you find in the bedroom and study?
According to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories, when did
Sherlock Holmes live there?

2 QOMN

Write a sentence or two describing his study. Is it similar to a
typical room in a house in your country? What are the similarities
or differences? '

ene THE SHERLOCK HOLMES MUSEUM . L

IT‘rlr Sherock Holmes Mugeum LiDrary

HOLMES
MUSEUM

e

5-5&1 '!Ti:::hi;..zum .--r":t'wa._{:nr..gm:— :-.-7..5:
Wedcome to 221b Baker Street!

The Sherlock Holmes Museum is open every day
{except Chrivamas Day) 930 am -bpm.
Admssion: Aduls £6 Child (Under 16) €4

Group Information md Rates




Sherlock Holmes Quiz

What do you know about Sherlock Holmes?
Choose the correct answer (A, B or C).

Scotland.
London.

B

1 Sherlock Holmes lived in

| New York. .

brother.
enemy.

2 Dr Watson was Holmes's

friend.

3 Holmes was very rich.

funny.

clever.

4 He was a famous detective.

writer.

policeman.

5 What did he smoke? A cigar.

A pipe.
Nothing.

6 \VWho was married?

Dr Watson.
| | Sherlock Holmes.
Neither of the two.

7 Which cases did Holmes solve? Only robberies.

Only murders.

Om>P OTP OWPE OWP> OWP O O

Only interesting cases.

You can check your answers on page 95.
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The story’s title

In English, a ‘league’ is a club or organisation. Think about the title of
this story. What do you think a ‘red-headed league’ could be? Work in
small groups and think of two possible interpretations. Then read the
story to find out.

Before you read

o Match the words in the box with the pictures below.

watch chain sleeves coin newspaper advertisement

_J

/=) e Listen to the first part of Chapter One. You will hear Dr Watson talking
about one of his adventures with Sherlock Holmes. Decide if these

sentences are true (T) or false (F).

Dr Watson went to visit Mr Wilson on Saturday morning.
Mr Wilson had a red face and red hair.

Dr Watson waited in the other room.

Mr Wilson had an old newspaper in his pocket.

Mr Wilson had a tattoo of a fish on his left hand.
Sherlock Holmes liked studying tattoos.

[
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CHAPTER ONE

Mr Jabez Wilson

ne Saturday morning | went to visit my friend V=

Sherlock Holmes, but he already had a visitor. His

visitor was a large man with a red face, small

eyes and bright red hair.

'l see you're busy, Holmes. I'll come back another time,’ I said.

"You came at the perfect time, my dear Watson,’ said Holmes
warmly.

'l thought you were busy,’ | said.

‘I am busy, very busy,’ he replied.

T'll wait in the other room.’

‘No!" said Holmes, and he turned to the visitor. ‘Dr Watson
helped me in many of my most successful cases, Mr Wilson. | am
sure he can help me with your case, too.’

The large gentleman got up from his chair and said, ‘I'm very

pleased to meet you, Dr Watson.’ Then we all sat down.

11



The Red-Headed | eague

‘I know you like unusual, difficult cases, Watson, and this case
is very unusual. Mr Wilson, please tell your story to Dr Watson.’

Mr Wilson took an old, dirty newspaper out of his pocket and
began looking at the advertisements in it. | watched him carefully.
From his clothes | saw that he was an ordinary British shopkeeper.

Holmes saw me watching the old man. He smiled~and said, 'l
see you're trying to be a detective, Watson. Well, it's clear that
Mr Wilson was a workman in the past and he also lived in China
for some time. Recently, he did a lot of writing.’

Mr Wilson was very surprised. ‘How do you know all of these
things, Mr Holmes? You are right — in the past | was a workman.’

“Your hands show it, Mr Wilson,” Holmes said. “Your right hand
is bigger than your left. You used your right hand a lot.’

‘But how did you know that | wrote a lot recently?’

I looked at the sleeves of your shirt, Mr Wilson. The material
of the right sleeve is much thinner. That shows you were writing
at a desk.’ '

‘And how did you know that I lived in China?’

‘You have a tattoo of a pink fish on your right hand. That
tattoo is only done in China. You see, | like studying tattoos. And
there is a Chinese coin on your watch chatn.’

Mr Wilson laughed loudly and said, ‘At first I thought you were
extremely clever, but perhaps it wasn’t so difficult after all!’

Holmes looked at me and said, ‘Sometimes | think that it's
better not to explain my methods, dear Watson.’

He turned to Mr Wilson and said, ‘Did you find the
advertisement?’

‘Yes, here it is,” he said, pointing to it with his big, red finger.
It was an advertisement in the Morning Chronicle of two months

before.

12







|he Red-[leaded [ eague

THE RED-HEADED LEAGUE.
Man needed for new job at League. [
Pay: four pounds/week. Work: office-based. |

League offices, 7 Pope’s Court, Fleet Street, London at 11

o’clock, Monday morning. DUNCAN ROSS ;

Job only open to people with red hair. Come to Red-Headed E
|
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‘What does it mean?’ | said, after reading this strange
advertisement twice.

Holmes laughed happily. ‘It's very unusual, Watson, isn’t it?

And now, Mr Wilson, please tell us everything about yourself,
your home, your work and this Red-Headed League.’

‘Well, I have a shop below my house at Saxe-Coburg Square in
London. It isn't a very big business and | don't make much money
now. | only have one assistant in the shop. Luckily he wants to
learn the business, so he accepts half pay.’

‘What is your young assistant’s name?’ asked Holmes.

{ -

His name is Vincent Spaulding, but he’s not very young. He's

an excellent worker and he can make more money in another
shop, but he’s happy with me.’ .
- 'It's unusual to have an excellent assistant, said Holmes. ‘Tell

me more about him.’

'Spaulding loves photography and spends a lot of time in the
cellar ! developing his pictures. He's sometimes in there for
hours! But he's a very good worker.’

‘Are there any servants in your home?’

‘There’s a young girl. She cooks and cleans the house. She,

1. cellar:aroom below a building, under the ground.

14




\Mr_Jabez Wilson

Spaulding and I are the only people in the house. My wife is dead
and | have no children.

‘About two months ago Spaulding came into my office with
this newspaper in his hand and said, “I'm sorry my hair isn’t red!”

'l asked him why and he said, “Well, with red hair I can get an
easy job and make a lot of money. Look at this advertisement!
The Red-Headed League is a club for men with red hair and it's
offering a job to men with red hair. You should apply for the job
— you have bright red hair!”

'[,asked him, “What’s the pay?”

‘He said, “Four pounds a week, and you can easily continue
working here.”

‘Well, Mr Holmes, two hundred pounds a year is very useful to
me. So | asked Spaulding for more information. He showed me
the advertisement and said, “I've heard that the club’s money
came from a rich American, Ezekiah Hopkins. He was a strange
man with red hair. He died and left all of his money to the Red-
Headed League. The money is used to give easy jobs to men with
red hair.”

(Y

But thousands of men have red hair!” I said. “I can never get

the job.”
““No, Mr Wilson,” said Spaulding. “The Red-Headed League

gives jobs«only to people from London. Ezekiah Hopkins was
born in London and he loved this city. Also, only men with bright
red hair can get these jobs. The club doesn’t accept men with

dark red hair or’light red hair. You can get the job easily!™

15




Go back to the text

o Comprehension
Complete the following sentences. Choose from the endings (A-F).

1 Mr Wilson is

2 When Mr Wilson was young, he was

3 Ezekiah Hopkins started

4 Vincent Spaulding is -
5 Spaulding developed his pictures

6 The Red-Headed League paid Mr Wilson

A a shop assistant. B inthecellar.

C aworkman. D four pounds a week.

E ashopkeeper. F the Red-Headed League.

&

‘An unusual case’

Look at this sentence from Chapter One: This case is very unusual.
In English we use the prefix -un before an adjective to mean ‘not’.

For example: Watson was not happy. - Watson was unhappy.

e Make the opposite of these adjectives by adding the prefixes -un or -in
and then fill in the gaps in the sentences.

decisive  popular comfortable kind
interesting expensive correct

1 Sherlock Holmes did not like. ...........cc.cceuuunee.... CASES,

2 The old chair was very ....ccccovveeeeeccinnn

3 The man was........cceeereeneennnnne. t0 the poor dog.

4 She was never sure of what to do — she was .....ccceeeeeeeeeeeeennnnn.

5 The children didn't like the new teacher — he was .......uuevvveinnnnnee .
6 The advertisement was ................ — there were three mistakes.

7 His mobile phone didn't cost very much — it was ....cccccevveivivcnieennnen, :

16



I" e Complete these letters. Write ONE word fnr each space (1-9). There is

an example at the beginning.

Dear Mr Fields,

Do you remember (0) .....[1l5............ 2ikoaime Lo (1) esmwmsismn
shop and bought some tea and sugar last week. You told me
(2 vavemernialetsiiotaia a good detective in London. Please send me
sherlock Holmes's address because I (3) ....ccccvvrvienneene a serious
problem. |

ThANK SO LB) ersrecrnersassnsnesn your help.

J. Wilson

Dear Mr Wilson,

| am sorry to hear that (5) ....ccocuveecunneene have a problem. This is
Sherlock Holmes’s (8) ..cccoveevereereennens : 221-b Baker Street, London.

DROPERE TT) i nitncivniniines help you.

Mr Holmes is usually (8) ...cccveeeennnienene hotnNe{9) ceiivsanisaszsensss the
morning.

R. Fields

T: GRADE 4

o Topic — Hobbies
Vincent Spaulding is interested in photography. What are your
hobbies? Choose one hobby and tell the class about it. Use these

questiﬂﬁs to help you.

1

2
3
4

Why do you like your hobby?
When did you start this hobby?
Do you need other people or any special objects for this hobby?

Where do you do your hobby?

17



Before you read

o Look at the objects below, which we often find in an office. Add the
missing letters to complete the name of each object. Then make a list
of at least five other objects you can find in an office.

/=) e Now listen to the first part of Chapter Two, when Mr Wilson describes

his new job. Which of the objects above (and those on your list) do you
hear?

=] e Now listen to the text again and complete-the table below with the

T

information you hear about Mr Wilson's new job.

1 Working hours From (1) ..cccevvvennnne W5 o U <o ) S—— p.m.
Job description g K o [ I—— the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Things he must bring [ (4) ................ B §) e p e () T -

_Pay per week e | () e in gold. _ 1

18



CHAPTER TWO

An vnusuval job

Red-Headed League's offices,” said Mr Wilson. ‘I
closed the shop for the day and we went to Fleet

Street. Spaulding was happy to have a holiday.

‘Fleet Street was full of red-haired men, and Pope’s Court
looked like a basket of oranges. But few men had bright red hair
like mine. Spaulding pushed through all the people and we got to
the office. There was little furniture — two uncomfortable
chairs, a kitchen table and a bookcase. A small man with bright
red hair sat at the table and spoke to lots of red-headed men. He
said “No” to all of them, and then he talked to me. He was
friendly and closed the door of the office behind us.

““This is Mr Jabez Wilson,” said my assistant, “and he would
like the job in the League.”

“‘His hair looks fine,” the man said, “but is it real? We must be

careful!”

19
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[he Red-Headed | eague

‘He suddenly took my hair in his hands and pulled it. I cried
out because he hurt me. “You have real tears in your eyes — this
means your hair is real. Congratulations — the job is yours!”

'He shook my hand ! warmly and said, “My name is Duncan
Ross and I am the Secretary 2 of the League. When can you
begin?” 5

Well, I have a business already,” I said.

(1

Oh, don't worry about that, Mr Wilson!” said my assistant. “I

can look after the shop for you.”
“What are the working hours?” I asked Mr Ross.
““From ten o'clock in the morning until two o'clock in the
afternoon.” |
' ‘You see, Mr Holmes, | do most of my work in the evening. |
could easily work for Mr Ross in the morning. And I knew
Spaulding could look after the business in the morning.

[

Those hours are fine,” | said happily. “What must | do?”
“Your job is to copy the Encyclopaedia Britannica. You must
bring your own pen, ink and paper. And you must never leave the
office until two o'clock. Can you start tomorrow?”

“Certainly!” I answered.

‘The next morning | bought some paper and started working
at Pope’s Court. Mr Ross showed me the beginning of the letter
“A” in the encyclopaedia and then he left. Every day I finished
work at two o’clock. Each week Mr Ross gave me four pounds in
gold. This continued for about eight weeks and I nearly finished [

| copying the letter “A”. Then, suddenly, everything ended.’

1. shook my hand:

2. Secretary: most senior and important member.
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[he Red-Headed [ eague

‘Ended?’ asked Holmes.
'Yes, it happened this morning. | went to work at ten o’clock

but the door was locked. ! There was a notice on the door that said:

THE RED-HEADED LEAGUE {
DOES NOT EXIST ANY MORE |
9 October, 1890 i
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Sherlock Holmes and I started laughing.

1 can’t see anything funny!” said Mr Wilson angrily. ‘If you
think this is funny, I'll leave!’

'No, no!” cried Holmes. ‘“Your case is very unusual, but there is
something a bit funny about it. Please, Mr Wilson, continue.’

1 asked the people in the building but no one knew about Mr
Duncan Ross or the Red-Headed League. | was angry and confused.’

‘What did you do then?’ asked Holmes.

1 went home to Saxe-Coburg Square and told Spaulding. He
was surprised and did not know what to say. So | decided to
come to you, Mr Holmes, because | don’t want to lose four
pounds a week!’

‘This is possibly a very serious case,’ said Holmes.

‘Of course it’s a serious case, I'm losing four pounds a week!

You can’t be too angry, Mr Wilson, the League paid you
thirty-two pounds for eight weeks’ work. And you learnt many
things about the letter “A” in the encyclopaedia. Now, I'd like to
ask you some questions. When did Vincent Spaulding start
working for you?’

‘About three months ago.’

‘What is he like?’

1. locked : closed with a key.

22



‘He’s small but not thin, and he moves quickly. He's about
thirty years old and has a white mark just above his eyes.’
Holmes was suddenly excited.

‘A white mark!” he cried. ‘And does he have little holes in his

ears for earrings?

‘Yes, he does.’
‘Hmmm,’ said Holmes, sitting back in his chair. "Well, Mr
Wilson, 1 want to think about this case. Today is Saturday — on

Monday I'll have an answer.’




Go back to the text

I" o Comprehension

For questions 1-6, choose the correct answer (A, B or C).

1

24

Mr Wilson closed the shop for a day because

A he went on holiday.
B he went to Fleet Street.
C ne went to visit Sherlock Holmes. -

Pope’s Court looked like ‘a basket of oranges’ because

A there was a fruit market there.
B all the houses were painted orange.
C there were many men with red hair.

Who was Duncan Ross?

A A small man with bright red hair.
B A friendly man without red hair.
C An old friend of Ezekiah Hopkins.

Mr Wilson's job at the Red-Headed League was to

A write the Encyclopaedia Britannica beginning with the
letter ‘A’

B copy the Encyclopaedia Britannica beginning with the
letter ‘A’.

C write the story of Ezekiah Hopkins's life.

When the Red-Headed League did not exist anymore Mr Wilson

A was sad and worried.
B thought it was funny.
G was angry and confused.

Vincent Spaulding was about thirty years old and had

A a white mark under his left eye.
B short red hair and blue eyes.
C | | holesin his ears for earrings.



7 al) e Listening
&- Listen to the interview between Duncan Ross and Mr Wilson. For
questions 1-4, put a tick (V') by the right answer.

1 How old is Mr Wilson?
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|
! ‘Few men had bright red hair like mine’

|
| We use ‘few’ and ‘little’ to communicate a negative idea — to say ‘not
‘ much’ or ‘not many’.
‘ We use few with plural nouns and little with uncountable nouns. Look
| at these examples:

I. She has few friends = not many friends (plural noun)

l\ He has little money = not much money (uncountable noun)

© Few and little .
Complete the sentences with few or little.
1 MrWilson had.................. time to copy the encyclopaedia.
2 There were.................. carriages on Fleet Street that morning.
3 Mr Wilson gave Vincent Spaulding very ................. pounds for his

work.
4 Vincent Spaulding had ................. money in his pocket.
' 5 Dr Watson had................. books in his bookcase.
o Pictures

Look at the picture on pages 28-29.

1 Who are the two people in this picture and where are they?
2 What are they looking at?
3 Think of two possible reasons why they are doing this.

Before you read

-

B / s) o Listen to the first part of Chapter Three. Are these sentences true (T)

or false (F)?
T F

Watson thought the case was easy.
Holmes wanted silence for fifty minutes.
Watson could not go to the concert at St James's Hall.

There were old houses around Saxe-Coburg Square.

0 & W N =

Holmes knocked on the door of the shop because
he wanted to see the man’s face.

Holmes was a musician and loved concerts.

o)




CHAPTER THREE

Mr Wilson’s shop

‘what do you think of this strange case?’

'l don't know, Holmes. It's very mysterious and

confusing.’

‘Yes, | agree,’ replied Holmes. ‘I must work hard on this case.’

‘What are you going to do?’

I'm going to smoke my pipe. Please don’t speak to me for
fifty minutes.” Holmes sat down in his chair, closed his eyes and
started smoking his old black pipe.

‘Holmes is probably sleeping,’ | thought. But then he suddenly
jumped up and put his pipe down on the table.

‘There is a concert of classical music at St James's Hall this
afternoon,” Holmes said. ‘Let’s go and listen!’

‘Yes, I'm free today, | replied.

27
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' I k- |he Red-[{eaded | eague

'‘Good! Put on your hat and come. | want to have some lunch
first.’

We went to see Saxe-Coburg Square — it was quite poor and

ugly. There was some grass in the middle of the square and old
houses around it. One of them had a shop window and shop door,

as well as a house door. Outside the shop we saw a sign with the




name JABEZ WILSON painted in big white letters. This was Mr
Wilson's shop.

Holmes stopped and looked at the shop for a moment. Then he
stood in front of the shop, and hit the large stones of the street

with his walking stick.! Finally he knocked on the shop door.

’
1. walking stick: \
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I. [he Red-Headed | eague

A young man opened the door immediately.

‘Can you tell me the way to the Strand?’! asked Holmes.
‘Third right, fourth left,” answered the assistant quickly.
‘A very clever man!’ said Holmes, as we walked away.

£ -

Do you know him?' I asked.

‘No, but I looked at the knees of his trousers.” .«

‘And what did you see?’

‘What I expected to see.’

'‘And why did you hit the stones of the street?’

‘My dear doctor, this is a time for looking, not for talking.
Let’s go and look at the street behind the square.’

We left the square and we were soon in one of the noisiest
streets in London. We saw a bakery, a newspaper shop, a
restaurant and an office of the City and Suburban Bank.

‘We did our work well, Watson,’ said Holmes. ‘Now let’s have
some lunch, and then go to the concert.” Holmes was a very good
musician and he loved concerts. ‘

After the concert he said, ‘Do you want to go home now,
Watson?’

Yes, | do, Holmes.’

‘I have many things to do,” he said. ‘This case at Saxe-Coburg
Square is serious. Someone is planning a serious crime, but I
think we can stop it. Let’'s meet tonight.’

‘At what time?’

‘At ten o’clock.’

T'll be at Baker Street at ten.’

‘Good! There will possibly be danger tonight so bring your

gun.’ He waved his hand and walked off.

1. the Strand: a famous street in central London.
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Mr_Wilson’s shop

| was quite confused about this case but Holmes, of course,
was not. I saw and | heard exactly the same things as Holmes
saw and heard, but he seemed to understand everything — and I
understood nothing. I thought about it for a long time but
everything was still a mystery to me.

When | arrived at ten o'clock, there were two carriages !
outside the door at Baker Street. Two visitors were there too: a
policeman called Peter Jones, and a tall, thin man with a sad face
and dark clothes.

‘Watson, I think you know Mr Jones? Let me introduce you to
Mr Merryweather, the director of the City and Suburban Bank.
He is going to be part of our adventure tonight.’

‘l hope you're right, Mr Holmes,  said Mr Merryweather,
‘because 1 didn’t go to my usual card game with my friends this
evening. And | have never missed my card game in thirty-seven

years!
‘I think this will be an exciting night, Mr Merryweather, said

Holmes. ‘“You are going to save thirty thousand pounds. And you,
Jones, are going to catch a terrible criminal.’

‘John Clay, the murderer and bank robber!’ 2 exclaimed Jones.
‘He's young but he’s the cleverest and most dangerous criminal
in England. His grandfather was a king's brother, and he is an
Oxford University man.’

‘It's time to go now, said Holmes looking at his watch. ‘Mr
Merryweather, please go with Mr Jones in the first carriage, and

Watson and [ will follow you in the second one.’

1. carriages:

2. bank robber : a person who steals money from banks.
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Go back to the text

o Comprehension
Are these sentences ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’' (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose ‘Doesn’t say’
(C). There is an example at the beginning (0).

O

After Mr Wilson left, Sherlock Holmes was tired and went to sleep
for an hour. 1

A Right ® Wrong C Doesn't say

The concert at St James’s Hall started at four o’clock.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
There was sign with Mr Wilson’s name outside the shop.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Holmes knocked loudly on the walls of the houses in Saxe-Coburg
Square.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
Holmes looked at the knees of the assistant’'s trousers.

A Right B Wrong - C Doesn't say
Holmes brought his gun.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn'’t say
Mr Merryweather always played cards on Saturday evenings.,

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

John Clay’s grandfather was also a dangerous criminal.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

e Characters
Match the descriptions 1-15 with the characters A-I. You can use the

same character more than once.

1

2
3
4
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He is a murderer and robber.

He is a good musician.

He has a gun. _

He is a police officer.




5 He is Mr Wilson's assistant.

6 He has a shop. [

7 He is the Secretary of the Red-Headed League.
8 His hobby is photography.

9 le gave his money to the Red-Headed League.
10 He loves concerts.

11 He is the director of the City and Suburban Bank.
12 | | Heis an Oxford University man.
13 He smokes an old black pipe.

14 He earned four pounds a week.

15 He wore dark clothes.

Ezekiah Hopkins
Dr Watson
Mr Jabez Wilson

A Peter Jones

C Vincent-Spaulding
E John Clay

G Sherlock Holmes

T~ MM QO W

Mr Merryweather

I Duncan Ross

.‘ e Vocabulary

Read the descriptions below. What is the word for each one? The first
letter is already there. There is one space for each other letter in the

word.

1 Something that is impossible to understand. m

2 You travel in it. C

3 A pergon who plays music. m

4 A person who steals. Rhde L.

5 A person who kills. Yt L B
6 We wear them on our legs. t

7 The opposite of beautiful. u

8 Parts of the body. k
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Before you reaad

o Match the pictures with the words in the box below.

handcuffs tunnel magnifyingglass cracks

rﬂ e Listen to the first part of Chapter Four. For questions 1-5, tick (V) A, B

*— or C.

||_ : 1 During the journey in the carriage, Holmes
A ___I sang some music.

B talked to Watson.

C read the newspaper.

" 2 Mr Merryweather took Holmes and Watson

A to his office in the bank.
| B | | toacellar under the bank.
‘ Cc | | toMrWwilson's shop.
3 Holmes examined the cracks in the floor with his
A glasses. )
B | | magnifying glass.
C | | fingers.
4 Inside the big boxes in the cellar there were
A thirty thousand pounds.
B | | twenty thousand pounds.
c | | thirteen thousand pounds.

5 Three policemen were waiting

A outside the bank.
B inside the cellar.
c | | outside Mr Wilson’s house.
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CHAPTER FOUR

| he cellar

uring the journey, Holmes spoke very little but he rﬁ
sang some of the music from the concert that

afternoon. Finally the two carriages arrived at

the City and Suburban Bank in the main street
near Saxe-Coburg Square. Mr Merryweather took his keys and
opened a side door of the bank. We went through many doors
and dark corridors. Then he took a lamp and we went to a big

cellar. Theré was a strong smell of earth and there were a lot of

big boxes on the cellar floor.

‘The ceiling looks strong,’ said Holmes, holding up the lamp.

‘The floor is sfmng too, said Merryweather, hitting it with his
stick. ‘'Oh dear, it sounds empty!

'Please speak quietly!” said Holmes. ‘The thieves must not
hear us! Please sit down on one of those boxes and don’t say or

do anything.’
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' The Red-Headed | eague

Mr Merryweather sat down silently. Holmes put the lamp on
the floor and took out a magnifying glass from his pocket. He
carefully looked at the cracks between the large stones of the

floor.

‘We probably have one more hour,” said Holmes. ‘'The thieves

can’'t do anything until Mr Wilson is in bed. Then they'll work

very quickly. Well, Watson, I'm sure you understand that we're in
the cellar of one of London’s biggest banks. Mr Merryweather is

the director of the bank and he’ll explain the situation to you.’

‘You see, Dr Watson, it’s our French gold,” the director said
very quietly. ‘Inside these big boxes there are thirty thousand
\ pounds in gold coins! That is why the worst criminals are
5! interested in this cellar.’

} ‘Gentlemen, now we must wait in the dark, said Holmes,
i turning off the lamp. Suddenly everything was black.

' ‘They will soon be here,” he continued, ‘'so we must hide
behind the boxes. When they come we must be*ready to act
quickly. These are dangerous men. If they shoot at us, Watson,
you must shoot at them.’ '

| put my gun on top of a box and I was ready to shoot.

‘through Wilson’s house and into Saxe-Coburg Square. Did you

| do what | asked, Jones?’

‘Yes, Mr Holmes. Three policemen are waiting outside Mr

=

‘There is only one way for them to escape,’ Holmes continued,
I ! Wilson’s house,’ said Jones.
|

‘Very good! Now we must be silent and wait, said Holmes.

We waited for an hour and a quarter but in the dark it seemed

much longer. My legs and arms were tired. Suddenly | saw some

light through the cracks in the floor. Someone pushed up a big

36







.l’i"' |he Red-Headed | eague

stone and a white hand appeared. The light became brighter and
a face appeared. It was Mr Wilson's assistant. The young man
looked around and then climbed up into the cellar. He helped

another man to climb out of the hole. Both men were small and

the other man had bright red hair.




Tle celld)

Holmes ran forward and caught Mr Wilson's assistant.

‘Jump down the hole again, Archie!’ cried the assistant.

The other man climbed down quickly. Mr Wilson's assistant
had a gun in his hand, but Holmes hit it to the floor with his
stick.




: | > [he Red-{{eaded | eague

“You don’t have a chance, John Clay, said Holmes.
! ‘ know, but my friend escaped.’

' ‘There are three policemen waiting for your friend outside Mr
Wilson’s house,’ said Holmes smiling.

‘Oh, really!” John Clay answered calmly. “You did everything

i

|

\

| perfectly. Well done, Mr Holmes.’ .

| ‘Well done to you!” Holmes answered. ‘Your idea of the Red-
| Headed League was new and unusual!’

! ‘Give me your hands,’ said Jones to Clay. ‘I am going to put
handcuffs on you now.’

‘Don’t touch me with your dirty hands!’ cried Clay. ‘I am the
grandson of a king’s brother. You must say “sir” and “please” to
me.’

‘All right, sir,” said Jones, smiling. ‘Please come upstairs with

me, sir. We can call a carriage, sir, and take you to the police

walked away quietly with Jones.

‘l don't know how to thank you, Mr Holmes!" said Mr
Merryweather. ‘This was certainly an exciting night. You stopped
one of the biggest bank robberies in history.’

‘This was a very interesting case, and | enjoyed it, said

Holmes.

In the early hours of the morning, Holmes and I returned to
Baker Street.
‘You see, Watson,” Holmes said, drinking his cup of tea, ‘the

station.’
‘That’s better,’ said Clay. He smiled to the three of us and
l reason for the Red-Headed League was very simple: Clay and his
|
|
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|he cellar

friend Duncan Ross wanted to get Mr Wilson away from his shop
for several hours every day.’

‘But how did you know that they were planning a bank
robbery?’ | asked.

‘Well, Watson, | thought of the assistant’s hobby: photography.
We knew that the young man spent a lot of time in the cellar
developing his pictures. Mr Wilson described Vincent Spaulding to
me, and | knew immediately that he was John Clay, the famous
bank robber. Clay was doing something in Mr Wilson’s cellar — he
was in the cellar for several hours a day for many weeks. And what
was he doing? He was digging a tunnel to another building.

You were surprised when I hit the stones in Saxe-Coburg
Square with my stick. Well, I wanted to know if the tunnel was in
front of the house or behind it.

‘Then I rang the bell. I didn’t go into the shop, because I only
wanted to see Spaulding’s trousers. The knees of his trousers
were dirty with brown earth.

‘When | discovered that the City and Suburban Bank was
behind Mr Wilson’s house, I suddenly understood everything!’

‘But how did you know that the robbery was tonight?’ I asked
him.

‘My dear Watson, they closed the League office because they
weren't interested in Mr Wilson’s work any more. So I knew the
tunnel was finished and they had to use it soon. Saturday night
was the best time for them because no one could discover the
robbery until Monday morning. So | knew the robbery was tonight.’

You solved this mysterious case beautifully, Holmes,’ I said.

‘Thank you, Watson. Well, at least this case wasn’t boring!’
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Go back to the text

o Comprehension
Choose the correct word for each sentence.

1 There was a strong smell of earth/smoke in the cellar.

2 The City and Suburban Bank was one of England’s/London’s biggest
banks.

3 The floor/ceiling of the cellar sounded empty. »

Holmes spoke very slowly/quietly because he didn't want the
thieves to hear them.

5 Two men climbed into the cellar through a hole/door.

The real name of Mr Wilson'’s assistant was John Clay, the
photographer/criminal.

7 The City and Suburban Bank was behind/in front of the shop.

8 Holmes knew that Saturday night was the worst/best time for the
bank robbery.

9 Holmes thought that the case of the Red-Headed League was
boring/interesting.

‘The light became brighter’

‘Brighter’ is the comparative form of ‘bright’.

To make the comparative of one-syllable adjectives we add -er.
bright > brighter  old — older

When the adjective ends in consonant-vowel-consonant, we double the

final consonant.
hot > hotter  big — bigger

For adjectives of two syllables ending in y’, we change the 'y’ to i’ and

add -er.
happy — happier  easy — easier

For adjectives with two syllables or more we put more in front:
interesting > more interesting

REMEMBER that good and bad have irregular comparatives.
good — better  bad —> worse
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e Write the comparative form of the adjectives below:

I BXDENBIVE = ussvmserivsrnsasssris O WAL, = onssimisasanimams
2 INtEresting — ...c.ossossosvecurssnacss T - THRNY P Sl i
B BBO = uaimassns s 8 | BLIONR = ivisssrncissssannssromosnmns
4 dANGErOUS — ..ccceervrvereeserersvasens . Rl v | UG S SN, QO SO
5 pretty — .rieererecrccecenennee. 10  G0O0A — ...ceeeereerirenensereesenenens

9 Now write a list of the following things:

. . 2 holiday destinations - 2 members of your family

. 2 celebrities » 2 subjects you study at school

+ 2 programmes you watch on television

Use the comparative forms of the adjectives in exercise 2 to write a
sentence comparing the things on your list. You can also add more

adjectives of your own. For example:

My uncle is shorter than my father.

[ think New York is more dangerous than Barcelona.

Read the descriptions 1-10. What is the word for each one? The first
letter for each word is already there. There is one space for each other
letter in the word.

1 Sherlock Holmes smoked this. D
2 A room under a house. C
3 A picture or design on your body. t
4 Along passage under the ground. t
5 Object for seeing very small things. m g
6 Police use these on the hands
of criminals. h__ _
A club or organisation. l
You read it every day to get the news. n
They are part of a shirt. S
10 Mr Wilson kept his watch on one. C——
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e Wordsearch
Now find the words from exercise 4 in the wordsearch below.

VM LN S DB SR, QL B GO A B oMK
P € € E K RePoligil & L E B B & N € W
LWVWVHSEYF’EULPY'XAI
WA C oS & LR B K A B L€ Q] &)
ELOPBHAVIWGCAMWSUDbBE
| U € A B Q N TRESGE VLY TR RTY CPUR
! E Y MV PG M B B X W E B LN S 1 .G ]
!I PW K. E-H NG X PO R IO E RPRJD A
| H P X R F L WSy K000 s WHkkskanga B, 7N
‘ ERR TP W ) N SO G IS O S I S . (-
i' O ¥ 1 ¥Y«P OIFM D XF Gl Z: R Yuh: G U
1'1 ' © K:L R T L .S 5 SNEVT 0006 ML B i@
| AV NECE B CF QT TR N N ARSI e
¥YM I N T 'Y @ragM] MBRY O 'M D )
B X N H U I U X Z LR X ZGWZ ]
G AL M. S 0 NG M- A Rl il P R SULIE
j Y D & 5N - (R o B e I TN (B 2 S I ][RR S € R P -

e Writing
Imagine you are Mr Merryweather, the director of the City and
Suburban Bank. You want to tell your brother Robert about the night
| in the bank cellar with Holmes, Watson and Jones. Write him a short

letter of about 80-100 words. You can begin your letter like this:

Dear Robevt,
I | Aidn't 9o to my) usual CAYA pame on \S‘A’cwﬂlﬂg — but | 4id

‘ something MUChk move exciting. ..
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LLondon in the Times of

Sherlock Holmes

The people

At the end of the nineteenth century Britain had a population of
around 37 million. Most people lived in big towns or cities. In the
early 1880s many people moved from the country to London and
other big cities because they wanted to find jobs in factories.

Factory workers worked many hours but their pay was low. They
were poor and lived in ‘slums’ — the poor areas of cities. The slums
were dirty, noisy and crowded. ! The houses in the slums were small
and dark, without bathrooms or running water. Some people did not
have a job or a home, and lived on the streets. Living and working
conditions for the poor began to get a little better towards the end of
the century.

Doctors, teachers, policemen, and shopkeepers were part of the
middle class. They lived in flats or houses in the good areas of
London. (Holmes and Watson were part of the middle class, too.)
The rich had big, elegant and comfortable homes with gardens.
These people were usually aristocrats or owners of factories and

industries — they were part of the upper class.

The streets

The streets in central London were often noisy and dirty. There was
a lot of traffic, with horses pulling carriages, carts 2 and buses. In
1863 the London Underground opened. This was the world’s first
railway system where the trains ran under the streets of the city. This

helped to solve some of the traffic problems.

1. crowded : full of people. 2. carts: a
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During the day the streets were often full of people: newspaper boys
shouted the latest news on street corners, street musicians played
their music, street sellers and flower girls were everywhere. At night,
the streets of London were dangerous because there were thieves

and criminals.

St. Martin-in-the-Fields (1888) by William Logsdail.
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Prisoners Exercising (1890) by Vincent van Gogh.

Crime

In the 1880s Britain had many social and economic problems and in
big cities like London there was a lot of crime. In the crowded city,
criminals disappeared easily and were never found. Punishments
were often severe, even for children. A person could be sent to
prison for stealing some bread. Prisons were crowded and living
conditions fpr the prisoners were terrible.

In 1829 London had a small police force, with headquarters ! at
‘Scotland Yard’. A detective department called the Criminal
[nvestigation Department (CID) was created in 1878. The police were
not always very good at catching criminals and: people often paid a

private detective (like the character of Holmes) to solve difficult cases.

1. headquarters : the main, central offices of an organisation or business.
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Entertainment

People of the middle and upper class enjoyed many kinds of

entertainment: the theatre, the opera, the ballet, big society parties,

concerts, museums and libraries. Playwrights like Oscar Wilde

became successful and popular during this time.

The Masked Ball at llll_‘.[-']}i:‘l'll (end of the 19th century) by Charles Hermans.




People with little money went to the music halls. Here they could

watch a lively show for a few pennies. In the 1890s more than 350

music halls opened in London.

S]___mriH
Many modern football teams were started in the 1880s and 1890s.
Cycling also became a popular sport. A bicycle was cheaper than a

horse, and many people cycled to work.

Foothall Match (1896) by Thomas M. Henry.




London was a foggy city in the nineteenth century. The fog was
usually smog — a mixture of smoke from the factories and fog. The
two words were put together and the word smog was created. Air

pollution was a serious problem in London for many years. It was

The weather

unhealthy to breathe London’s air, particularly in the winter.

o Are the following sentences true (T) or false (F)? Correct the false

-

ones.

10

Towards the end of the nineteenth century most
people lived in the country.

At that time Britain had a population of around
37 million.

Factory workers lived in the slums of London.

The middle class lived in flats and houses in the |
suburbs.

There was little crime in London because there was
a good police force.

Lam

"here was a lot of noise, people and traffic on the
streets of London.

Very few people used bicycles in London at this time.
Music halls were very popular with the upper class.
Smog was a serious problem in London for many years.

The word smog comes from two words: smoke and fog.
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[he story’s title

Look at the title of this story. In English, the adjective ‘speckled’
describes something with spots or small coloured marks.

The word ‘band’ can have more than one meaning. Look at these
sentences:

| 1 Three bands played at the concert last night.
|| 2 She always ties her hair back with an elastic band.
3 Lastnight a band of thieves stole from the city’s biggest banks.

| 4 The national football team wore black bands on their arms after the
president’s death.

Now read the definitions of the word band (A-D) and match each one
with the sentences above (1-4).

A [ apiece of material used for keeping things together
' B ] asmall group of musicians
C [ zpiece of material that goes around something

D . a group of people with a common interest

What do you think the speckled band will mean in this story? In small
groups think of two possible interpretations. Then read the story to
} find out.

Before you read

7] o Listen to the first part of Chapter One. Afe the following sentences
true (T) or false (F)?

The case of the ‘speckled band’ was very unusual.
Sherlock Holmes usually got up early in the morning.
The visitor was a young lady.

The visitor was dressed in white clothes.

Sherlock Holmes offered to get her a cup of coffee.

The woman was very cold.




CHAPTER ONE

An early morning visitor

he case of the ‘speckled band’ was one of my first =]
investigations with my friend Sherlock Holmes,

and it was also one of the most unusual.

At that time Holmes and I were living in Baker
Street. | promised to keep this case a secret, but the lady is dead
now and it is important for people to know the truth.

Early one morning in April 1883, | woke up and saw Sherlock
Holmes standing by my bed. | was surprised because it was only
seven o'clock and Holmes usually got up late.

‘I'm very sorry to wake you, Watson,' he said.

‘What is it? A fire?’ | asked.

‘No, we have a visitor — a young lady. She is very unhappy
and wants to see me. When young ladies walk around London at

this early hour, they usually want to talk about something
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| he Speckled Band

Important. If you want to help me with this case, come and listen
to her story.’

T'll be ready immediately,’ [ said. ‘

| was always happy to help Holmes with his detective work.
He loved his work and was not interested in the money it
brought him. He only accepted interesting and unysual cases. I
got dressed quickly and followed Holmes down to the living
room. %,

A woman dressed in black clothes was sitting by the window.
She got up when we entered the room.

‘Good morning, madam. My name is Sherlock Holmes. This is
my friend Dr Watson. You can say anything you want to us and

we'll keep it a secret. | see you're shaking, ! please sit close to the

fire and I'll get you a cup of hot coffee.’

'I'm not shaking because I'm cold,’ said the woman. ‘I'm
frightened, Mr Holmes! That’s why I'm shaking.” We could see that
she was very frightened. She was about thirty years old but some
of her hair was already white and her face was pale 2 and tired.

{1

Don’t be frightened,” said Holmes, gently touching her arm.

‘We can help you. | see you came by train this morning.’

Yes, but how did you know?’

‘Because you are holding your train ticket in your left hand.
And | see you came in a cart early this morning, too.’

Again, the lady was surprised.

It's not a mystery, madam,’ said Holmes smiling. "Your jacket

is dirty. When you travel by cart that often happens.’

1. shaking: the way we move when we are very cold or shocked.

2. pale: without colour.
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You're right, sir!’ she said. ‘I left home before six and took the

first train to London. Oh, I'll go mad if I don’t find help! You once

helped a friend of mine, Mr Holmes. Now please help me. I can’t
pay much now, but in a month or two I'll have more money.’

T'll do my best for you, madam. Please don’t worry about
paying me immediately, there's no hurry. Now, tell us about your
problem.’

'It’s difficult to tell you about my problem,’ she said, ‘because
| don’t have many facts.’

‘Tell me everything you know, madam, and tell me about your
family.’

‘My name is Helen Stoner and I live with my stepfather, ! Dr
Roylott. He comes from the famous old Roylott family of Stoke
Moran in Surrey.’

'l know the name,” Holmes said.

‘His family was once the richest in England. They had a lot of
land and money. But in the last one hundred years they spent all
the money and sold the land. Now the family only has a small
piece of land and the old house. My stepfather is the oldest son.
He became a doctor and went to India. He lived well there, but
one day a thief came and stole a lot of his things. My stepfather
got very angry with his servant and killed him. He was sent to
prison for a long time, and then he returned to England. He was
an angry, unhappy man.

‘When Dr Roylott was in India he married my mother. She was

a rich widow 2 with two little girls — my twin sister and me. My

1. stepfather: not her‘real father; he is the man her mother married.

2. widow : this woman’s husband is dead.



An early morning visitor

mother died eight years ago and left all of her money to Dr
Roylott. But before dying she told him, “When my daughters get
married you must give them some money each year.” She left
enough money for all of us.

‘But my stepfather changed for the worse. We left London
and went to live in the old family house at Stoke Moran. It's a
very big house with many rooms and a large, beautiful garden all
around it. He didn’t make friends with our neighbours — he
argued ! with everyone. The people in the village were afraid of
him. He also kept animals from India at Stoke Moran. At the
moment we have a tiger and a big monkey and they scare
everyone.

‘As you can imagine, my poor sister Julia and I didn’t have
much fun in our lives. Servants didn’t stay with us for long and
we did all the work in the house. We were always alone without
any friends. No one came to visit us — it was a lonely life for two
young women. Julia was only thirty years old but some of her
hair was already'white, just like mine.’

‘Was? Is your sister dead?’ asked Holmes.

‘Yes, she died two years ago, and that is why I am here now.
My sister and [ were staying with an aunt in London at Christmas
two years ago. My sister met a man there and decided to marry
him. When we returned to Stoke Moran our stepfather seemed
pleased about the marriage. But two weeks later something

terrible happened and that is why I am here this morning, Mr

Holmes.’

1. argued : spoke angrily and disagreed with.
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Go back to the text

}" o Comprehension

For questions 1-6, choose the correct answer (A, B or C).

1 Sherlock Holmes woke up Dr Watson at 7 o'clock in the morning

because

A there was a fire in the building.

B a young lady wanted a cup of coffee. -
C he wanted Watson to listen to a new case.

2 The young lady was shaking because

A she was frightened.
B she was cold.
C she was ill.

3 Where did Doctor Roylott live when he was a young doctor?

A Surrey.
B India.
C London.

4 What must Dr Roylott do when his two stepdaughters get married?

A Give them the house at Stoke Moran.
B Give them a small piece of land.
C Give them money each year.

5 Why were the people in the village afraid of Dr Roylott?

A Because he killed a man in India.
B Because he was from London.
C Because he argued with everyone.

6 Where did Helen and Julia stay at Christmas time two years ago?

A In London with their aunt.
B In London with their mother.
C At Stoke Moran with their stepfather.




‘His family was once the richest in England’

-

‘Richest’ is the superlative form of ‘rich’.

To make the superlative of adjectives with one syllable we add -est to
the end of the adjective: rich > richest

For adjectives of two syllables ending in 'y’, we change the ‘y’ to ‘i’ and
add -est: happy — happiest |

For adjectives with two syllables or more we put most in front of the
adjective: interesting — the most interesting

e Complete the table below with the superlative forms of the adjectives.

Adjective Superlative form

tall

important

poor

easy
bad

short

strange

mysterious .

small

noisy

e Complete the following sentences using the superlative form of the
adjective in brackets. There is an example at the beginning (0).

O Dr Roylott was the oldest ... (old) son in the family.

1 Helen Stoner was the............cccueuu..... (pretty) young woman at
Stoke Moran.

2 ‘Sherlock Hplmes is the ..........ccecuuu........ (good) detective in our city,’
said Dr Watson.

3 Dr Roylott came from the..........ccccvveunenee. (rich) family in Surrey.

4 ‘Julia was the ........cccrveeneen.... (frightened) woman 1 have ever seen!’
said Helen.

5 Itwas the.........ccccecuunn.. (dangerous) snake in India.
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o Vocabulary
Circle the word that is different and explain why.

1

daughter, sister, uncle, neighbour

detective, doctor, teacher, thief

jacket,

hair, coat, hat

train, ticket, cart, boat

coffee,

orange juice, milk, water

unhappy, unusual, strange, fear

’ e Pictures
Look at the picture on pages 58-59.

1

Describe the man in the picture. What is he holding in his hands?

2 Circle the adjectives below that you think describe the picture’s
atmosphere:

warm dark welcoming dangerous
mysterious happy cold light sad

o Are you a good detective? What do you think Helen Stoner’s problem
is? Read the following possibilities (A-C) and then write one of your
own (D). Now put them in order of probability from 1-4; 1 is the most
probable and 4 is the least probable.

A

B
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Someone killed Helen Stoner’s mother in India and she wants

to find out why.

He

Ho

He

Ho

en Stoner thinks someone wants to kill her and she needs
mes's help.

en Stoner wants her stepfather’s money and she needs
mes’s help.



~ ) o Tigers
Doctor Roylott keeps a tiger at Stoke Morar. How much do you know
about tigers? Listen to the recording and complete the notes in the

table below.

1 Where do tigers live? 10 PREES Of i nnsdscimuasstnggms

2 Which country has the
greatest number of tigers?

3 How big are they? Around .................. metres long.
Around .................. kilograms or more.

4 When do they hunt?

5 What do they like doing?

6 How many cubs does a
female tiger have?

7 How many tigers are there
in the world today?

8 How many kinds of tigers
are now extinct?

PP) INTERNET PROJECT 44

Save the Tigers!

Connect to the Internet and go to www.blackcat-cideb.com or
www.cideb.ii. Insert the title or part of the title of the book into our
search engine. Open the page for Sherlock Holmes Stories. Click on
the Internet project link. Go down the page until you find the title of this
book and click on the relevant link for this project.

Work in small groups. Write a brief report on tigers and present it to
the class. In your report, answer the following questions:

p Why are tigers in trouble?

P What can we do to save them?

If your class has a bulletin board, put up your reports.
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'” Before you read

| =B

‘ - o Listen to the first part of Chapter Two and answer the following

‘ P@T questions. For each question there are three pictures. Choose the
correct picture and put a tick (v) in the box below it.

1 Where was Sherlock Holmes sitting?

2 How many bedrooms were there on the ground floor?

| n

‘ 3 What can you see from the bedroom windows?




CHAPTER TWO

A mysterious death

S g LRRBREERE
l:::f.'.i;1 =335

Ry L es ERRRE

i NgitgAiitin e : . . :

el Suidiaaeed herlock Holmes was sitting in his chair with his

A, R LidunERd

rRAE

L ELETEN . i eeRy

siaiele . Naddl cyes closed, but now he opened them.

AL L ¥, rRBE
ARy SR e LR

el Please tell me everything that happened that day.’

rRARE
ARBRD

‘That's easy because | remember every event of
that terrible day very clearly. Let me explain the house to you.
The bedrooms are on the ground floor. Dr Roylott’s bedroom is
first, my sister's is second and mine is third. They all open out
into the sarhe corridor. The windows of these three rooms open
out into the garden. On the terrible night my sister died Dr
Roylott went to his room early. Later that night Julia and I went
to our rooms, but my sister came to my room and talked to me.

"“I can't sleep,” she said, “because he's smoking an Indian
cigar and | can smell it in my room.” We talked until about eleven
o'clock and then she got up to go. She stopped at the door of my

room for a moment.
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; The Speckled Band

‘““Tell me, Helen, have you ever heard someone whistling! late
at night?”

““No,” I said, “why?”

““Well, at about three o'clock in the morning | can hear a low
whistle and it wakes me up. I don’t know where it comes from.”
Then she left my room and | heard her lock her door.’«

‘Did you always lock your doors at night?’ asked Holmes.

‘Always, because my stepfather keeps dangerous animals that
run about at night.’

‘l understand,’ said Holmes. ‘Please continue.’

I ‘l couldn’t sleep that night because | had a strange feeling,
| and there was a big storm outside. Suddenly, | heard a woman's
| terrified scream; it was my sister. | jumped out of bed and ran to
| the corridor. | heard a low whistle and then the sound of metal.
'l Then | saw my sister. Her face was white and she was shaking.

‘ ran to her and put my arms around her, but she fell to the
| ground. “Oh, Helen! It was the band! The speckled band.” Our
‘ stepfather ran out of his room and we tried to save her life, but
1: she died immediately. '

‘One moment,’ said Holmes. ‘Are you sure about the whistle
|: and the sound of metal?’ .

. ‘I think I heard it, but the storm was making a lot of noise

¥

too.
‘Was your sister dressed?’
I ‘No, she had her nightdress on and she had a match 2 and a

‘ match box in her left hand.’

2. match :

|
|
|
‘ 1. whistling:
|
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‘That shows she was looking for something that night,” said
Holmes. ‘What did the police say?’

‘No one could find a reason for her death. She was alone in
her room because the door was locked.’

‘Was there any poison?’!

‘She was examined but no poison was found.’ ’

‘Why did she die then?’ asked Holmes

'l think she died because she was frightened of something.’

‘What did she mean by a “speckled band”?’

' don’t know. Perhaps she meant the gypsies. 2 A group of
gypsies live near Stoke Moran and some of them wear scarves
with spots on them on their heads.’

Holmes was silent for a moment and then said, ‘I'm not sure...
Please continue your story.’

‘My life is very lonely, Mr Holmes. A month ago a dear friend,
Peter Armitage, asked me to marry him. My stepfather seemed
pleased about our marriage. Then, two days ago he said, “You
must sleep in your sister’'s room. Your room needs some work.”
But last night | was in bed in my sister’s room and I heard a low
whistle — [ was so frightened! | jumped up and lit the lamp but I
saw nothing. I was too frightened to go to sleep again. Early this
morning | decided to come to London and see you.’

“You did the right thing, but have you told me everything?’

‘Yes, | have.’

‘Miss Stoner, | don’t think you have. You are protecting your

stepfather for some reason.’

1. poison: a substance that hurts or kills people and/or animals.

2. gypsies: MR




A mysterious death .

‘Why, what do you mean?’

Instead of answering, Holmes picked up Helen’s hand. There
were the red marks of four fingers on her white skin.

Your stepfather is unkind to you,’ said Holmes.

Helen Stoner’s face became red and she covered her hand.
She did not know what to say. Then she looked at Holmes and
said, ‘My stepfather’s a difficult man and he doesn’t know how
strong he is.’ -

There was a long silence and Holmes looked at the fire. Then
he spoke.

‘This is a very serious case. | need to know much more before
| can do anything. Can we come to Stoke Moran today and see
these bedrooms? Or is your stepfather there?’

‘He's coming to London today so he’ll be away all day. You can
come at any time.’

‘Excellent! Will you come with me, Watson?’

‘Yes, of course 1 will.’

‘What are your plans Miss Stoner?’ asked Holmes.

'I'm going back to Stoke Moran this morning and I'll meet you
there. Thank you for seeing me. I feel much better now. I'm sure

you can help me.” She got up and left the room.




Go back

to the text

| o Comprehension

Are these sentences ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose ‘Doesn’t say’
(C). There is an example at the beginning (0).

O Helen Stoner could not remember what happened on the day her

sister died.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

1 Each bedroom on the ground floor had two big windows.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

2 Julia couldn’t sleep because she smelt Dr Roylott’s Indian cigar.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

3 The police examined Julia and found some poison in her body.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

4 Peter Armitage was a young doctor who wanted to marry Helen.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

5 Helen was very frightened because she was sleeping in her sister’s
room when she heard a low whistle.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

© riting

When Helen returned to Stoke Moran she wrote about her meeting
with Sherlock Holmes in her diary. Complete her diary with the past
simple tense of the verbs in brackets. |

22 April 1883 — Today I finally (1) ..ccccvvevernnnnnn. (meet) Sherlock Holmes
and his friend Dr Watson. Last night I (2) ..cccccceevvveeennnen. (have) a terrible
night and (3) ....ccceeeveeeeeennnn. (cannot) sleep. SO (4) .cccccvvirneenrennens (get) up,
() T — (leave) home early and (6) ...cccceeeeeeeenenne. (catch) the
first train to London. Then I (7) ..ccocevveeeevnnnneen. (take) a cab to Baker
Street. I (8) .veveeeeeereenennn. (arrive) at seven in the morning and

£ P —— (wake) everyone up!

Mr Holmes and Dr Watson (10) ....ccccevveennenen. (be) very kind to me and
(ML) sonsssinsnmmsnnasivans (give) me a cup of hot coffee. They both

) I (listen) carefully to everything I (13) ....cccoevevvunnnnee.
(say). Mr Holmes (14) .......cccccceueuenee. (ask) me lots of questions. |

& [ [——— (tell) him about my stepfather and about Julia’s

mysterious and horrible death.
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| am pleased that Mr Holmes and Dr Watson are coming to Stoke
Moran today. | feel safer already! F

e Vocabulary

Read the descriptions below and then write the correct word. The
first letter is already there. There is one space for each other letter in

the word.

1 Youuse it to light a fire. m
2 Julia Stoner slept in this. n
3 This woman's husband is dead. W
4 A person who steals. t

5 A substance that can hurt or kill you. D

/10| o Listening

Helen Stoner is at Waterloo Station in London. She wants to take a |
train to Stoke Moran in Surrey. Listen to the information she hears at
the train station and complete the sentences below.

TRAIN
To: Leatherhead, Surrey ; ’
RIBVOL JOUIMIGY * (1) ...conmmrerininssnsninonsinnsetbsvarmsadsmamrsirs *
[DEALS OF IOURMEON: 2]  insvrsiivsisnnssmanbiod msmslshitsimms s dam s “
TrAINIQANVES AU {B)  civiviciieinichiinninnrsnmsinnnimssnns 0o Eosnas orns vs
Train leaves from platform: (4) .......ccccoeveiiiiiiiiinnnnnn, L
FOOO ONEIBIIE AB) - it snvnbsivansinsiseninvns sabdubam s sdibn &
L et e SRR SRR e e e B, e e, o B S S
T: GRADE &
e Topic — Jobs

Sherlock Holmes is a detective and Watson is a doctor. What job
interests you? Tell the class about it and use the questions below to
help you.

1 What kind of job do you want to do?
2 What do you like about this job?
3 What school subjects do you need to study to do this job?
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Before you read

o Label the words in the picture:

A ventilator B bellrope C metal chest D fireplace

E chest-of-drawers F rug G ceiling H floor

-— - —— I.__-- b i b d

- T =

1 .
K L] r'l'-
[ .
| .- T
] " I
I . - i i - I |
E b -

e Now match four of the words from esercise 1 to these descriptions:

| You keep clothes here.
D You pull this to ring a bell and call a servant.

| | You lock this and keep things safe.
| This brings fresh air into the room.

1
2
3 | | You heat the room by making a fire here.
4
5




CHAPTER THREE

[)r Roylott and
\toke \[oran

hat do you think of this case, Watson?’ asked [CEY
Sherlock Holmes.

‘It seems to be very mysterious,’ I said.

‘Gypsies, whistles in the night, and the sound of
metal... Perhaps Dr Roylott doesn’t want his stepdaughters to
marry because he doesn’t want to give them the money.’

‘Perhaps you're right, Watson, and that’s why I want to go to
Stoke Moran today. But what’s this!" cried Holmes as the door
suddenly opened and a big man appeared. He was tall and had an
angry face.

‘Who is Holmes?' asked the man angrily.

‘That is my name, sir,” said Holmes, ‘and who are you?’

73




‘ am Dr Grimesby Roylott of Stoke Moran.’

‘Please sit down,” said Holmes calmly.

' ‘No, I will not. My stepdaughter was here. What did she tell you?’
‘It’s a bit cold for April..." said Holmes.

‘What did she tell you?’ screamed the old man angrily.

# ‘ But I hear that the flowers are growing,’ continued Holmes,

||: calmly.
fl? ‘Ha! I know you. You think you're a great detective — but you

L only make trouble!’
T Holmes smiled and then laughed. ‘Thank you for your visit.
i

When you go out, please close the door because it’s getting cold

in this room.’
‘1 know Miss Stoner was here. Leave me alone. I'm a dangerous

man. Stay away from me!” he said, and he left the room quickly.
‘Friendly man,” said Holmes laughing. ‘I only hope he won't
{. hurt Miss Stoner. And now, Watsorn, I’'m going to the Records
| Office ! to get some help with this case.’ '
| Holmes came back at two o’clock. He was holding a piece of

|

|

paper full of notes and numbers.

| ‘1 saw the will 2 of Dr Roylott’s wife and studied it carefully. If

|
| the sisters marry, they receive most of the doctor’s money! He

certainly has a good reason to want to stop them marrying! And

your gun and your toothbrush.’

|
1 now, Watson, we must leave for Stoke Moran immediately. Bring
We caught the train for Leatherhead 3 and then took a carriage

to Stoke Moran. Miss Stoner was waiting for us.

Records Office : official documents are kept in this public office.

2. will : an official document saying who you want to give your money to
after you die.

Leatherhead : a village in Surrey near Stoke Moran.

w
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‘I'm very happy to see you,’ she said warmly. ‘Dr Roylott went
i" to London and won’t be back until late this evening.

‘We already met the doctor this morning,.’ said Holmes. ‘He's a
very angry man.’ Miss Stoner’s face became white.

u| ‘Goodness! He followed me to your house!’

I ‘Yes, but we said nothing of your visit,” said Holmes.

| ‘I'm afraid of him. What will he say when he returns home?’
‘Tonight you must lock yourself in your room,’ said Holmes.
| ‘Now, please take me to see the bedrooms.’

| Holmes looked at the outside of the old house and examined
the windows carefully. Then he looked at the three bedrooms.

!J- . ‘Is this your room, Miss Stoner?’

”!; ‘Yes, it is.’

‘It looks fine. I don’t think it needs any work.’

| ‘No, but for some reason my stepfather said "From now on,

M

" you must sleep in your sister's room.

‘Hmmm,’ said Holmes. ‘The door and window of your rooms

are locked at night, aren’t they?’
‘Always!’ said Helen Stoner.
the corner of the room and looked all around.

We went into Julia’s small bedroom and Holmes sat down in
E ‘Who answers that bell?’ he asked, pointing to a bell rope. The

rope hung down near the bed.
‘It goes to the servant’s room.’
‘It seems newer than the other things here.’

‘Yes, it was put there two years ago.’

‘Did your sister want it?’
‘No, because there isn’t usually a servant in the house.’
‘Then she didn’t need a bell,” said Holmes and pulled the bell

rope.

76




‘Why, this isn't a real bell!” he exclaimed. ‘It doesn’t ring. It’s
fixed to the wall just above the ventilator.’

'l never saw that before!’ said Miss Stoner.

This is very strange,’ said Holmes.

‘The bell rope and the ventilator were put in at about the
same time,’ said Miss Stoner.

We went to the doctor’s room. There was a round table, a
chair, and a big metal thest against the wall. Holmes looked at
everything carefully.

‘What's in here?’ he asked, pointing to the chest.

‘My stepfather’s papers.’

'Is there a cat here?’

‘No, why?’

‘There's a small bowl of milk on top of the chest,” said Holmes,

with a worried, angry face. ‘Now, let’s return to the garden.’
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Go back to the text

o Comprehension
Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)?

Dr Roylott suddenly appeared before Holmes and Watson.

Dr Roylott spoke very quietly.
Dr Watson went to the Records Office.
Helen Stoner’'s mother left a will before she died.

O H W N =

When Helen marries Dr Roylott must give her some
land in Surrey.

o)

In Julia's bedroom there was a bell rope that did not work.

"N]

Dr Roylott kept an Indian cat in the big metal chest.

e Characters
. Match the descriptions 1-12 with the characters A-G. Some names can
be used more than once.

He lived in India and then returned to London.

She wore black clothes and was frightened.

He liked helping his friend with his detective work.

He only accepted strange and unusual cases.

She wore a dirty jacket.

She was a widow with two small children.

He killed a man in India and went to prison.

He wanted to marry Helen Stoner.

O 0 N O 0 b W N =

She couldn’t sleep because she smelt an Indian cigar.

-
®

He usually got up late.

-y
-y

She had four red marks on her hand.

[y
™

He argued with all of his neighbours.

Helen Stoner B Julia Stoner
Dr Roylott D Sherlock Holmes
Dr Watson F Peter Armitage

Q m O

Helen Stoner’'s mother
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o Vocabulary
Circle the adjectives in the box below that describe Dr Roylott.

polite friendly kind huge dangerous short tall helpful
calm rude angry happy funny old young good-looking

1 Which adjectives in the above list are opposites? For the adjectives
that do not have an opposite in the list, write one yourself.

2 Look back at Chapters 1-3 and find some adjectives that describe
Helen Stoner. i

" o Complete the conversation below. What does Dr Watson say to Sherlock
Holmes? For questions 1-5, put the correct letter A-H in the space.

Holmes: Are you free this afternoon?

Watson: (0) G

Holmes: Do you want to come to Stoke Moran with me?
Watson: (1) ..........

Holmes: What time is the next train?

Watson: (2) ..........

Holmes: Where is your gun?

Watson: (3) ..........

Holmes: Can you go and get it quickly?

Watsnni_(d:) ..........

Holmes: Good! I'll meet you at Waterloo Station. Don’t be late!

Watson: (5) ..........
Don’t worry, | won't be. Very well.

Of course I do. In my desk at home.

Later. At half past two.

O m O >
T T U W

Yes, | am. I'll try to be quick.

79

|




Before you read

o Pictures
Look at the picture on pages 84-85.

1 Describe the scene you see in this picture.
2 Describe the expression on Dr Roylott's face.
3 What does he have around his head?

/22) e Listen to the first part of Chapter Four. For questions 1-5, tick (V) A, B

I'.r or C.

1 What does Sherlock Holmes want to do?

A He wants to save Helen's life.
B He wants to talk to Dr Roylott.
? C He wants to have dinner at the Crown Inn.

2 What can Holmes and Watson see from the Crown Inn?

——y

A The village.
B The house at Stoke Moran.
& The sea.

3 When must Helen Stoner put a lamp in the window?

A When Dr Roylott goes to bed.
B When she goes to bed.
C When she hears a low whistle.

4 \What is fixed to the floor?

A The chair.
B The bed.
C The metal chest.

5 At what time did Holmes and Watson see the light in the window?

A At nine o'clock.
B At midnight.
C At eleven o'clock.



CHAPTER FOUR

A dangerous night

n the garden Sherlock Holmes spoke very (=]

seriously to Miss Stoner. “You must listen to my

instructions carefully. I want to save your life.’

‘'ll do everything you say!

‘First, Watson and [ must stay in your sister’s room tonight.’

Miss Stoner and | were both surprised.

‘Now let me explain. Watson and | will be at the Crown Inn in
the village — we can see your window from there, can’t we?’

‘Yes, you can.’

‘Very well,’ said Holmes. ‘This evening you must go to your
sister’'s room early and not see your stepfather. When you hear
him go to bed, open the window and put a lamp there. When
Watson and | see the lamp in the window we'll come. Then you
must leave your sister’'s room and go to your own room.’

‘What will you do?’ she asked.
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B The Speckled Band

‘We'll go to your sister’s room and see what happens.’

£ s

Do you know how my sister died?’ she asked.

‘Perhaps, but I'm not sure.’

'Oh, Mr Holmes, please tell me, did she die of éerror?’

‘No, I don’t think so. Now we must go. Be brave ! and do
everything I told you. You'll soon be safe.’ P

Sherlock Holmes and I got our room at the Crown Inn. From

there we could see the house at Stoke Moran clearly.

1think there will be danger tonight, Watson.’

i

Danger? What did you see in those rooms that I didn’t see?’

I knew there was a ventilator, because Helen Stoner said her

sister could smell the smoke of Dr Roylott’s cigar.’

Is that important?’
It's strange. Just think, a ventilator is made, a bell rope is put
there and the lady in the bed dies.’

‘1 don’t understand.’

'Did you see that the bed was fixed to the floor? The lady
could not move her bed. It had to stay there, near the bell rope,

under the ventilator.’

‘Holmes!' I cried, ‘I'm beginning to understand. We must stop

another murder!’

L]

‘Yes. This will be a terrible night.’

We waited at the Crown Inn. Suddenly, at eleven o’clock, we
saw a lamp in one of the windows. We left the inn quickly and
went into the garden at Stoke Moran. We climbed into the
bedroom through the window. Holmes looked around the room

and whispered, ‘We mustn’t make any noise and we must sit in

1. brave: adjective to describe a person who is not frightened.
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A dangerous night

the dark. The doctor can see the light through the ventilator.’

‘Very well,” I whispered.

£

Don’t sleep, Watson, your life is in danger. Keep your gun

ready. I'll sit on the bed and you sit on the chair.’

| put my gun on the corner of the table. Holmes had a long,
thin stick and a box of matches. We were alone in the silence and
darkness.

How can | ever forget those terrible hours? Holmes and I sat
and waited. We could hear the church bell every hour. Twelve
o'clock, one, two and three — and nothing happened.

suddenly we saw a light through the ventilator. There was a
quiet sound — something was moving! Holmes jumped up from
the bed, lit a match and hit the bell rope with his stick.

‘Do you see it, Watson?’ he cried. ‘Do you see it?’

But | saw nothing. I could hear a low clear whistle, and I saw
that Holmes's face was white with terror.

Then Holmes stopped hitting the bell rope and looked at the
ventilator. Suddenly we heard a loud, horrible cry. It was a cry of
terror, pain and anger. Then it stopped and there was silence.

‘What does it mean?’ | whispered.

‘It means that it's all over,” Holmes answered. ‘Take your gun
and let’s go to Dr Roylott’s room.’

We went to the doctor’s room and I had my gun ready in my

hand. There was a lamp on the table and the metal chest was

open. Dr Roylott was sitting on a chair: his eyes were open. He
was not moving. Around his head there was a yellow band with
brown spots.

‘The band! The speckled band!” whispered Holmes.
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B The Speckled Band

| stepped forward and the speckled band moved — it was a
snake.
This snake,’ cried Holmes, ‘is the most dangerous snake in

India! The doctor is dead: he died ten seconds after the snake bit

)

him.

With his stick Holmes threw the snake into the chest and
closed it.

Miss Stoner heard the terrible cry and came to the doctor’s
room. She was terrified. Holmes tried to calm her and told her
his story.

1 knew that the danger was in the ventilator and the bell
| rope. Nothing could enter through the locked door or window.’
'Did you know about the snake?’ asked Miss Stoner.

1 knew the doctor kept animals from India. That snake has a
poison that can't be discovered by the police. He learnt about

'\ this in India. It was the perfect way to kill someone.
It was easy to put the snake through the ventilator. The
snake then climbed down the bell rope and went onto the bed.
When your sister moved, the snake bit her. When the sdake
heard the whistle it returned to the doctor. The doctor gave the
' snake a bowl of milk and put it in the metal chest. He then locked
the metal chest — that was the sound of metal you heard, Miss

Stoner.’

1 will never forget that metal sound or the low whistle,’ she

| said nervously.

1 knew the snake was coming through the ventilator because

\ | heard a hissing ! sound. I hit the snake with my stick and it

1. hissing : the sound a snake makes.
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A dangerous n

went back through the ventilator. It was very angry, and snakes
bite people when they get angry. It went back into the doctor’s
room and bit him.’

‘I can hardly believe it! said Miss Stoner. ‘My stepfather killed
my poor sister Julia and then he wanted to kill me, too. Thank
you! You saved my life.’

Miss Stoner was finally safe and went to stay with her aunt in
London. After the investigation the police decided that the
doctor was killed by his pet snake. And these are the true facts
of the case of the ‘speckled band'.
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Go back to the text

I" o Comprehension

Read the paragraph below and choose the best word (A, B or C) for
each space. There is an example at the beginning (0).

Helen Stoner must (0) .!!Sf€M............. to Sherlock Holmes's instructions
(1) cevvvverenrveeennnen.. he wants to save her life. Holmes and Watson

o T .. the Crown Inn (3) ... .. eleven 0’ 'clock and
go to Stmke Mﬂran They enter Julia Stoner’s room and wait in the
dark. Watson has (4) ........................ gun ready, and Holmes has a long
stick. Suddenly they see a light (5) ........................ the ventilator. Then
Holmes hears (6) ........................ hissing sound. He lights a match and
beats the bell rope with his stick. Then Holmes and Watson

(7) e . a terrible, loud cry. They go (8) ........ccocceeuurnn... Dr
Roylott's room. There is a ‘speckled band’ (9) ... hls head —
he is dead. His Indian snake killed (10) ........ccc0.ceuvern.... . Dr Roylott
murdered Julia but now Helen is finally safe.

0 A do B hear C listen

1 A because B why C so

2 A goout B exit C leave

3 Ain B at C on

4 A him B he C his

5 A through B on C between

6 A some B a C an

7 A make B listen ’ C hear

8 A to B Iin C at

9 A around B in C near
10 A himself B him C his




o Question words
We use words like when, why, how, where, what, who to make
questions. Look at the questions and answers below. Choose the
correct word from the list above and complete the questions (1-10).
Then complete the answers by putting the verb in brackets () into the
past tense.

1 ................did Dr Roylott kill his stepdaughter?
Because he .................. (not want) to give her any money.
2 .coocceerennn.. did Helen Stoner’s aunt live?
- She......cooeeneee... (livé) in London.
3 .eeeeeeeeenn. did Dr Roylott die?
He .................. (di€) ten seconds after the snake bit him.
4 ............ was the ‘speckled band’?
[t.....cooesnnen..o. (D€) an Indian snake.
5 ..cccorennen... did the snake enter the bedroom?
It ..ceerenereeennnns (COme in) through the ventilator.
6 ..........did Dr Roylott kill in India?
He .......ccceu..... (kill) his servant.
7 .cccoveennn..... did Holmes and Watson get into the bedroom of Stoke
Moran?
They ......cc.cceeuue.. (climb) in through the window.
I Wt ) did Watson put his gun?
He ......cceu..... (put) his gun on the corner of the table.
9 ....oovevreenenns did Holmes's face turn white?
Becadse he................... (see) the snake.
10 .....cceceeee... did Holmes and Watson leave the Crown Inn?
They .................. (leave) the Crown Inn at eleven o'clock.
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I"&'eWhich notice (A-H) says this (1-5)? There is an example at the
beginning (0).

[_'..'

O ... You need personal identification if you want to enter here.
¥ s You can rent a flat here.
2 e You can visit this place on Sundays.
. J— You can't buy a train ticket before 7 am.
4 ... This shop opened in the 19th century. )
- J—— If a snake bites you, go to this place.
A E
BAKER STREET CARTS FOR HIRE
EsTATE AQENCY Low hourly rates
] 3l CITY OF LONDON
SLOW! B
Records Office
RAILWAY Personal Identification
CROSSING Required
‘ =2 . SURREY STATION
| HOBPI'_ML 2 o Ticket Office
mmRGEm ROOhI Dpe n euerv dav
Poison Centre | from7 amto 7 pm
D

SURREY Z00 PENELOPE'S
Wild Animals from Asia PET SHOP

Open all year! SinCe 1880
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o Complete the crossword below.

Across Down
not scared 1 without colour
5 this brings fresh air into a 3 Dr Roylott smoked this
room 4 this substance can kill you
~ the sound a snake makes you use this to clean your teeth
a wild animal not clean
not safe this woman’s husband is dead
~ another word for ‘scared’ 0 yousleep here

. R

. -
-I-

ﬁ#‘f




o Are these sentences ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B)? If there is not enough
information to answer ‘Right’ (A) or ‘Wrong’ (B), choose ‘Doesn’t say’ (C).

10

11

Helen and Julia Stoner lived with their stepfather at Stoke Moran
after their mother died.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
Julia Stoner was only twenty years old when she died.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

The police found poison in Julia Stoner’s body.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
Sherlock Holmes talked to an old Indian servant at Stoke Moran.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

Holmes and Watson went to stay in Dr Roylott’s room for one
night.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Holmes knew that the danger came from the bell rope and the
ventilator.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say
Dr Roylott was killed by the Speckled Band.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Mr Jabez Wilson opened his shop thirty years ago.
A Right B Wrong C Doesn’t say

Vincent Spaulding told Mr Wilson about a newspaper
advertisement in the Morning Chronicle. .

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

The Red-Headed League paid Mr Wilson four pounds a month to
read the Encyclopaedia Britannica.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Dr Watson noticed that the knees of Vincent Spaulding’s trousers
were dirty with earth.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say



12

13

14

Mr Wilson was angry and confused when the Red-Headed League
closed its offices. -

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Holmes discovered that the City and Suburban Bank was behind
Mr Wilson's shop.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

Peter Jones and Mr Merryweather were digging a tunnel from the
cellar of the shop to the cellar of the bank.

A Right B Wrong C Doesn't say

© who is it?
Match the descriptions 1-12 with the characters A-1. Some characters
can be used more than once.

O 0 N o 0 & W v =

e
= 0

12

| He was a policeman.
| He kept animals from India in his house.
_' She wanted to marry Peter Armitage.
- He smoked an old black pipe.
| He had a gun.
He pulled Mr Wilson's bright red hair.

' He was England’s most dangerous criminal.

' He had a tattoo of a fish on his hand.

He liked playing cards with his friends.
His grandfather was a king's brother.
He worked for half-pay.
' He had the keys to the City and Suburban Bank.

Sherlock Holmes B Mr Merryweather
Duncan Ross D Peter Jones

John Clay F Mr Wilson

Helen Stoner H Dr Roylott

Dr Watson
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@ Who can you see in the pictures (A-G)? Then look at the captions
below (1-7). Match each picture to the correct caption.

He showed them the strange advertisement.

He was an excellent worker and accepted half-pay.

He checked the stones of the street in front of the shop.
He helped another man climb out of the hole.

She was shaking and her face was pale and tired.

He was tall and had an angry face.

~N OO O b W=

| held her in my arms but it was too late.

=
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This reader uses the EXPANSIVE
READING approach, where the text
becomes a springboard to improve language
skills and to explore historical background,
cultural connections and other topics
suggested by the text.

The new structures introduced in this step
of our READING & TRAINING series are
listed below. Naturally, structures from
lower steps are included too. For a
complete list of structures used over all the
six steps, see The Black Cat Guide to
Graded Readers, which 1s also
downloadable at no cost from our website,
www.blackcat-cideb.com or www.cideb.it.
The vocabulary used at each step 1is
carefully checked against vocabulary lists
used for internationally recognised
examinations.

Step One A2

‘All the structures used in the previous
levels, plus the following:

Verb tenses

Present Simple

Present Continuous

Past Simple

Past Continuous

Future reference: Present Continuous;
going to; will; Present Simple

Present Perfect Simple: indefinite past
with ever, never (for experience)

Verb forms and patterns

Regular and common irregular verbs
Affirmative, negative, interrogative
Imperative: 2nd person; let’s

Passive forms: Present Simple; Past
Simple

Short answers

Infinitives after verbs and adjectives

Available at Step One:

@ Alien Alert in Seattle Gina D. B. Clemen

w Home for Christmas g
Andrea M. Hutchinson

@ Miami Police File: the O’Nell Case
Gina D. B. Clemen

Gerunds (verb + -ing) after prepositions
and common verbs

Gerunds (verb + -ing) as subjects
and objects

Modal verbs

Can: ability; requests; permission

Could: ability; requests

Will: future reference; offers; promises:
predictions

Would ... like: offers, requests

Shall: suggestions; offers

Should (present and future seference):
advice

May (present and future reference):
possibility

Must: personal obligation

Mustn’t. prohibition

Have (got) to: external obligation

Need: necessity

Types of clause

Co-ordination: but; and; or; and then

Subordination (in the Present Simple or
Present Continuous) after verbs such as:
to be sure; to know; to think, to believe;
to hope; to say; to tell

Subordination after: because, when, if
(zero and Ist conditionals)

Defining relative clauses with: who,
which, that, zero pronoun, where

Other

Zero, definite and indefinite articles

Possessive 's and s’

Countable and uncountable nouns

Some, any,; much, many, a lot; (a) little,
(a) few; all, every; etc.

Order of adjectives

Comparative and superlative of adjectives
(regular and 1rregular)

- Formation and comparative/superlative

of adverbs (regular and irregular)

w Missing in Sydney Andrea M. Hutchinson

w Sherlock Holmes Stories
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

w Tales from The Thousand
and One Nights

m Tristan and Isolde






Sherlock Holmes Stories

‘The Red-Headed League’ and ‘The Speckled Band’ are taken from
Conan Doyle's The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes. In these two stories
we join Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson in Victorian London as they
try to solve two of their most mysterious and terrifying cases.
What is the secret behind the Red-Headed League? And why does a
young shop assistant spend so much time in a dark cellar?
How can a young woman be murdered inside her bedroom after she
locked the door one night? And why were her last words ‘the speckled
band'?

Wide range of activities practising the four skills

KET-style activities

Trinity-style activities (Grade 3/4)

Dossier on London in the Times of Sherlock Holmes

Internet projects

Special AUDIO CD/CD-ROM containing the story recorded in full plus

a variety of games and activities for further practice in the four skills

Exit test with answer key

Al W . Lo g
e IMive

| & < A2  Exam Level KET
Step Two W CEFR B1.1 Exam Preparation PET
Step Three W CEFR B1.2 Exam Level PET
8'[6‘}'] Four WM CEFR B2.1 Exam Preparation FCE
1]

CEFH B2.2 Exam Level FCE
} Exam Preparation CAE

ISBN 978-88-550-0515

0 l

788855"005151

This volume without the side coupon is to Book + CD-ROM
be considered a sample copy not for sale.
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