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Isaac Asimov

Isaac Asimov (1920—1992) is the American author and
biochemist, a highly successful and prolific writer of science
fiction and of science books for the layperson. He published
about 500 volumes.

Asimov was born in Petrovichi, Russia. His family immi-
grated to the U. S. in 1923, when he was three years old, and
settled in Brooklyn, N. Y. He was a graduate of Columbia
University.

Asimov began writing stories to science-fiction magazines
in 1939. In 1950, he published his first book, Pebble in the Sky,
and his first science book, a biochemistry text written with two
colleagues.

Asimov turned to writing full time in 1958. He wrote
500 books for young and adult readers — science fiction, mys-
tery stories, humour, history, and several volumes on the Bible
and Shakespeare.

He is famous for the trilogy of novels, known as The
Foundation Trilogy: Foundation, Foundation and Empire, and
Second Foundation.

In the short-story collection I, Robot he developed a set
of ethics for robots and intelligent machines that greatly influ-
enced other writers’ approach to the subject.

Among his best-known science fiction works are the se-
quels to The Foundation Trilogy: Foundation’s Edge, The Naked
Sun, The Gods Themselves.
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THE FEELING OF POWER
Part 1

.{epan Shuman, a famous computer programmer, took
Technician Aub to New Pentagon.

.“Myron Aub, gentlemen, has an unusual gift. I discov-
ered it quite by accident.”
“So, what is it?” Congressman Brant asked.

“A.ub! How much is nine times seven!?” asked Shuman.
“Sixty-three.”

“Is that right?”
“Check it for yourself, Congressman.”

I nine times seven = 9x7

The Congressman took out his pocket computer, “Is this
the gift you brought us here to show? An illusionist?”

“More than that, sir. Aub can compute on paper.”

“A paper computer?” said the general.

“No, sir,” said Shuman. “Simply a sheet of paper. Gen-
eral, would you tell a number?”

“Seventeen.”

“And you, Congressman?”

“Twenty-three.”

“The answer is three hundred and ninety-one.”

Congressman Brant took out his computer again. “By
Godfrey!, so it is. How did he guess?”

“No guess, Congressman,” said Shuman. “He computed
that result. He did it on this sheet of paper.”

“Humbug,” said the general. “I don’t believe it. It’s too
difficult.”

“Oh no, sir,” said Aub. “It only seems difficult because
you’re not used to it. Actually, the rules are quite simple and
will work for any numbers.”

“Any numbers, eh?” said the general. He took out his own
computer and pushed it at random. “Write a five seven three
eight on the paper.”

“Yes, sir,” said Aub.

“Now, seven two three nine.”

“Yes, sir.”

“And now multiply those two.”

Aub set to work.

“Are you through with your magic-making, Technician?”

“I’m almost done, sir. Here it is, sir. Forty-one million, five
hundred and thirty-seven thousand, three hundred and eighty-two.”

General Weider smiled and pushed the button on his com-
puter. Then he said in surprise, “Great Galaxy?, the fella’s’ right.”

I By Godfrey — boxe moi!
2 Great Galaxy = My God!
3 fella = fellow



The President of the Terrestrial Federation was surprised.

“Computing without a computer?”

“Computing,” said the Congressman. “A machine can do
it, or the human brain can. Here is an example.” And he did
some sums.

“Does this always work?”

“Every time, Mr. President. It is foolproof.”

“Is it hard to learn?”

“It took me a week to get the real hang of ! it. I think you
would do better.”

“Well,” said the President, “it’s an interesting game, but
what is the use of it?”

“It i1s the way towards freedom from the machine,” the
Congressman said. “It is a method for going without the com-
puter.”

“But how far can human computation go?”

“There is no limit, according to Programmer Shuman.
He tells that there is nothing the computer can do that the
human mind cannot do.”

The president said, “If Shuman says this, I believe him.
But how can anyone know how a computer works?”

“Well, Mr. President, it seems that once human beings
designed computers. Those were simple computers, of course.”

“Yes, yes. Go on.”

“Aub has a hobby — the reconstruction of some ancient
plans. He studied the details and found he could imitate them.”

“Amazing!”

“So, we can give the humans this peaceful hobby and they
will have no time for wars. It can be useful for the party in
power.”

“Ah,” said the president, “I see your point?. Well, sit
down, Congressman, show me that trick again. Let’s see if |
can catch the point of it.”

| to get a hang of smth — ocBouTh uTO-II.
21 see your point — Balla TOYKa 3peHUS MOHSATHA

6

Helpful Words and Expressions

quite by accident — coBepIIEHHO CIIy4aHHO
compute — CYMTATh, BBHIIOMHATh apudpMeTUYECKUE NeHCTBUS

Humbug — B3nop!
at random — Hayraja
set to smth — HayMHaATH, MPUHUMATLCA 3a YTO-JL.

Are you through with...? — Bbl 3aKoHYMIM...?
I’m almost done — S mMoYTH 32aKOHYMII

foolproof — 3aiuTa OT AypakoB
What is the use of it? — Kaxas ot 3T0ro nosp3a?

the party in power — npapsiiias mapTus
catch the point — y/J10BUTb UICIO

Activities
L0 Reading

Choose the right word.

1. Shumanwas ____ .
A. a famous computer programmer
B. a Congressman
C. an illusionist

2. There is the computer can do that the hu-
man mind cannot do.
A. much
B. nothing
C. something

3. It usually took to get the real hang of comput-
ing without a computer.
A. a year
B. a day
C.a week



4. The rules are quite simple and will work for
A. no numbers
B. some numbers
C. any numbers

5. It seems that once designed computers.
A. machines
B. human beings
C. robots

@ Vocabulary

Read the definitions of the word crazy and match them (A—E)
with the meaning in the following sentences (1-5).

A. Characterized by weakness or feebleness; decrepit;
broken; falling to decay; shaky; unsafe.

Intensely enthusiastic about or preoccupied with.
Immoderately fond; infatuated, intensely involved or
preoccupied.

Inordinately desirous; foolishly eager.

Affected with madness; insane.

They got a crazy boat to carry them to the island.
They were running around like crazy.

The crowd at the game went crazy.

The girls were crazy to be introduced to him.

The young man is crazy about cars and racing.

NBWN~ MO AW

X  Grammar

S  Be used to smth/doing smth
OTO yCTOHYMBOE BbIpaXeHHE, 3HAaYEHHWE KOTOPOro —
HNPUBBIKAMb K HeM)-A.

subject + be (not) + used to + object

8

+ | 1 am used to | bad weather.
— | He is not | used to | bad weather.
We | aren’t used to | bad weather.
? | Are | you used to | bad weather?
+ | 1 am used to | reading late at night.
— | He is | not | usedto | reading late at night.
We aren’t used to | reading late at night.
? | Are | you used to | reading late at night?

BreipaxeHue be used to MOXHO MCIOJIb30BaTh B JIIOOOM
BPEMEHH.

When we lived in the South, we were used to hot weather.

I have been used to for a long time.

You will soon be used to living alone.

1 Translate the following sentences into Russian.

1. He was used to having a cup of coftee in the morning.

2. Don’t worry, I will be used to having my duties soon.

3. The lady is used to walking in the garden before going
to bed.

4. Dogs are usually more used to their masters than cats.

5. My Granny is used to drinking very hot tea.

2 Make up sentences using the table.

[ am used to eating with a spoon soon.
We were used to waiting for him after lessons.
The baby will be used to each other.

The birds are usually used to | sleeping in one place.

The dogs are used to their nests.




Speaking

Explain why:

a) everybody was so excited about the counting without
a computer.

b) the President was surprised.

c) they decided to make use of Aub’s hobby.

Prove that:

a) Shuman was really clever.

b) there is nothing the computer can do that the human
mind cannot do.

c) Aub’s hobby could be used by any human.

Writing
Imagine that you get into the time of the story by the time

machine. Write an article to the newspaper about the things
you saw there after you are back. Don’t forget to mention:

— the houses;

— the roads;

— the cars;

— the people’s clothes;
— the food;

— the language.

You may use the following expressions:

First, I was impressed by
It could hardly be true, but
It was really exciting
Quite unexpectedly I found that
At last I got used to
It was an unbelievable sight

10

Part 11

Programmer Shuman did not try to hurry matters, but he
tried to talk to Loesser. Loesser controlled the West European
computer unit. He said, “I’'m not sure I like the idea of relax-
ing our hold on computers. The human mind is a capricious
thing. The computer will give the same answer to the same
problem each time. What guarantee have we that the human
mind will do the same?”

“The human mind, Loesser, only manipulates facts. It
doesn’t matter whether the human mind or a machine does it.
They are just tools.”

“Yes, yes.”

“After all, computers have not always existed. The cave
men had no computers.”

“And possibly they did not compute or you think they
computed in the way you demonstrate?”

“Probably not. After all, the cave men had some me-
thod, eh?”

“Lost arts! If you’re going to talk about lost arts...”

“No, no. But compare your pocket computer with the
massive jobs of a thousand years ago. Come, sir, we want
your help. If patriotism doesn’t move you, think about the in-
tellectual adventure.”

Loesser said skeptically, “What progress? What more can
you do?”

“In time, sir. In time. Last month I learnt to handle
division. I can determine, and correctly, integral quotients'
and decimal quotients?.”

“Decimal quotients? To how many places??”

| integral quotient — mam. yacTHOEe, BBIpaXEHHOE LIEJIBIM YMC-
JIOM

2 decimal quotient — mam. yacTHOe, BBIpAXEHHOE AECATHUYHOM
NpoObIO

3 To how many places? — [lo kakoro pa3spsiaa?

11



Programmer Shuman tried to keep his tone casual. “Any
number!”

“Without a computer?”

“Set me a problem.”

“Divide twenty-seven by thirteen. Take it to six places.”

Five minutes later, Shuman said, “Two point oh' seven
six nine two three.”

Loesser checked it. “Well, now, that’s amazing. Multi-
plication didn’t impress me too much, but decimals!”

“And that is not all.”

“Square roots?”

“A man like you, a trained and talented mathematician,
will have no difficulty.”

“Square roots,” said Loesser.

“Cube roots, too. Are you with us?”

“Count me in.”

General Weider addressed his listeners.

He said, “Cube roots are all fine.”

Technician Aub listened with painful attention. He was no
longer a Technician, of course. He had now a fine title and
good pay.

The general said, “Our goal is simple, gentlemen: the
replacement of the computer. A ship that can navigate space
without a computer on board.

“And I see something even more. It may be fantastic now,
a dream; but in the future I see the manned missile!”

“Now missiles are limited in intelligence. A missile
with a man or two is lighter, more mobile, and more intelli-
gent.”

He said more but Technician Aub did not wait. He left
and went home.

At home he wrote the following note:

I oh = zero
12

“When I began the study, it was my hobby. It was a
pleasure, an exercise of mind, but I was sure it could have
practical use as a help to mankind. Now I see that you are
going to use it only for death and destruction. I cannot face the
responsibility.”

He then turned the focus of a protein-depolarizer on him-
self and fell dead.

They stood over the grave of the little Technician, but
were not sorry. They didn’t need him any longer. Now it could
go on by itself.

Nine times seven, thought Shuman, is sixty-three, and I
don’t need a computer to tell me so. The computer is in my
head. And it gave him the wonderful feeling of power.

Helpful Words and Expressions

to relax one’s hold on smth — oc;1abuTh KOHTPOJb Hal YEM-JI.
It doesn’t matter — HepaxHo

After all — Bce xe

In time — Co BpeMeHeEM

Set me a problem. — 3anaiiTe MHe 3a1a4y.

Count me in. — Bxiiouaite MEHA B CITMCOK.

face the responsibility — 6patb Ha ce0s OTBETCTBEHHOCTb

Activities
0 Reading

Choose the right word.

1. The human mind is
A. a capricious thing
B. a difficult mechanism
C. a powerful thing

13



2. The cave men had computers. 4. The problem of ecology is very important.
A. many 5. His problems always make him upset.
B. some
C.no
3. Loesser thought counting of the cave men 8 Grammar
g' Tfssrtya?tr;)gresswe S OGopor to be going to
C- SRRl St To be going to is not a tense, it is a special expression to
' g talk about the future.
4. The main goal for them was the replacement of the ; , .
computer by subject + be (not) + going + infinitive
A. animals
B. humans i
C. pencils and papet + | 1 am going to buy a new dress.
5. Technician Aub killed himself because he was . L poing | o | peme:
A. not famous — | He [ is not going to meet | us.
B. poor e .
C. sorty It isn’t going to snow.
? | Are | you - going to be busy?
Use going to:
Vocabulary 1)  when you have already made a decision before speaking.
e My friend is going to buy a new sport car.
Read the definitions of the word problem and match them (A—E) e We’re not going to have dinner before you come.
with the meaning in the following sentences (1—5). e When are you going to go on holiday?
A. A question to be considered, solved, or answered. 2) :x?eTl?ill(li?v?ﬁelf ;;Eg: BLOULIETOmTe. We aicSayitg ¥hat
B. iysg;neg;?f?éu?:;tter, or person that presents perplex- e The s:ky is_ blue. It is not going t'? - |
o . . e It’s six thirty already! You’re going to miss the per-
C. A misgiving, objection, or complaint. Foinifice!
D. A source of difficulty. - ’ : N e
E. Anything that is required to be done. * lowlﬂal Sgsycl?ﬁea;;yhelr :ﬂﬂ?g PATLY. SAR 1SN EROIRE
. This teacher has problems with her pupils. In the above examples, the present situation (the blue
2. Their homework always consists of ten problems. sky, the time, a missed visit) gives us a good idea of what is
3. It is not my problem, go away. going to happen.

14 1.5



Translate into English, using to be going to.

1.

Al ol

LIBeTbl Takue XxuBbie M sgpkue! S He Oyny (He co-
OMpaloCh) UX CPHIBAT.

OH, KOHEYHO, OIMO03JaeT, €CJIM He MOTOPOITMUTCS.
Yo BBl cOOMpaeTech NOAApUTh € Ha IEHb POXICHUSA?
C KeM ThI BCTpeyaellbCs CeroaHs Be4yepoM?

Yto bl Oynelub nenath, Koraa npuiaellb 10MOwu?

FiMO U I IAd L]

FRUSTRATION

Herman Gelb turned his head and saw a figure. Then he
said, “Wasn’t that the Secretary?”

“Yes, that was the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. Old man!
Hargrove. Are you ready for lunch?”

“Of course. What is he doing here?”

Peter Jonsbeck didn’t answer at once. He stood up, and
asked Gelb to follow. They walked down the corridor and into
a room with a smell of spicy food.

“Here you are,” said Jonsbeck. “The meal was prepared
by computer. Completely automated. Untouched by human
hands. And my own programming. I promised you a treat, and
here you are!”

' Old man — caene CtapuHa
14



It was good.

“But what was Hargrove doing here?”

Jonsbeck smiled. “Consulting me on programming. What
else am I good for?!”

“But why? Or is it something you can’t talk about?”

“It’s something I shouldn’t talk about. There isn’t a com-
puter man in the capital who doesn’t know what the poor man
wants.” -
“What does he want then?”

“He’s fighting wars.”

Gelb’s eyes opened wide. “With whom?”

“With nobody, really. He fights them by computer anal-
ysis. He’s just doing it.”

“But why?”

“He wants the world to be noble, honest, decent, full of
respect for human rights and so on.”

“So do I. So do we all. We must keep up the pressure on
the bad guys, that’s all.”

“And they’re keeping the pressure on us, too. They don’t
think we’re perfect.”

“I think we’re not, but we’re better than they are. You
know that.”

“A difference in point of view. It doesn’t matter. We’ve
got a world to run, space to develop, computerization to wid-
en. It’s just that Hargrove wants quick improvement — by force.
We’re strong enough to do it.”

“By force? By war, you mean. We don’t fight wars any
more.”

“That’s because it’s too difficult. Too much danger. We’re
all too powerful. You know what I mean? Except that Hargrove
thinks he can find a way. You put certain starting conditions
into the computer and let it fight the war mathematically and
give the results.”

“How do you make equations for war?”

' What else am I good for? — [Ing uyero euie s HyXeH?
18

“Well, you try, old man. Men. Weapons. Surprise.
Counterattack. Ships. Space stations. Computers. We mustn’t
forget computers. There are a hundred factors and millions of
combinations. Hargrove thinks it’s possible to find some combi-
nation of starting conditions that will result in clear victory for
us and not too much damage to the world.”

“But what if he gets what he wants?”

“Well, if he can find the combination — if the computer
says, ‘This is it,” then I suppose he thinks he can argue our
government into fighting the war.”

“There will be losses.”

“Yes, of course. But the computer will compare the loss-
es and other damage — to the economy and ecology — to the
benefits from our control over the world. If it decides the ben-
efits will outweigh the losses, then it will give the go-ahead' for
a ‘just war.””

Gelb said, “I never knew we are sitting at the lip of a
volcanic crater like that. What about the ‘random events’ you
mentioned?”

“The computer program tries to foresee the unexpected,
but you can never be sure, of course. So I don’t think the go-
ahead will come. It hasn’t so far.? And unless old man Hargrove
can give the government a computer simulation of a war, |
don’t think there’s much chance he can force one.”

“And he comes to you then, for what reason?”

“To improve the program, of course.”

“And you help him?”

“Yes, certainly. There are big fees, Herman.”

Gelb shook his head, “Peter! Are you going to try to
arrange a war, just for money?”

“There won’t be a war. There’s no realistic combination
of events that would make the computer decide on war. Com-
puters put a greater value on human lives than human beings do

I the go-ahead — paspelnarouiMii CUrHai, «3ejéHasl yJiuLa»
2 It hasn’t so far. — [Toka 3TOro He CJIY4YWJIOCH.

19



themselves. What will seem bearable to Secretary Hargrove, or
even to you and me, a computer will never pass.”

“How can you be sure of that?”

“Because I'm a programmer. I don’t know any way of
programming a computer to give it what is most needed to start
any war. And because it lacks what is most needed, the com-
puters will always give Hargrove, and all others who want war,
nothing but frustration.”

“What is it that a computer doesn’t have, then?”

“Why, Gelb. It totally lacks a sense of self-righteous-
ness.”

Helpful Words and Expressions

at once — cpa3sy

Here you are — Bor!

and so on — ¥ TaK janee

to run smth — ynpapisaTs yeM-J.

to argue smb into smth — yrosoputh KOro-. caenarp 4To-J.

‘random events’ — ciyyaitHOCTH

to shake one’s head — xayaTb ronoBo#t (B 3HaK Hecoryacus)

self-righteousness — caMo10BOJIbLCTBO; YBEPEHHOCTB B CBOEIH Ipa-
BOTE

Activities
L1 Reading

Choose the right word.

1. prepared the meal for Herman Gelb.
A. Computer
B. Hargrove
C. Peter Jonsbeck

20

Hargrove came to visit Peter Jonsbeck to
A. have tasty meal

B. see Herman Gelb

C. get some consulting on computers

Hargrove wants to fight wars with
A. the people of the Mars

B. the people of the Earth

C. nobody

Peter Jonsbeck the go-ahead for starting the
war will come.

A. is sure

B. doesn’t think

C. doesn’t know if

A computer doesn’t have
A. a little trifle

B. the main thing

C. many things

to start any war.

Grammar

The Present Continuous Tense

We use the Present Continuous Tense to talk about:
1) action happening now;

2) action in the future.

Translate the following sentences into Russian.

1.
2.

3.
4.
5

He’s just doing it.

I never knew we are sitting at the lip of a volcanic
crater like that.

He’s fighting wars.

What is he doing here?

He is consulting me on programming.

21



¥  Speaking

Explain why:

Hargrove wants to fight wars.

Herman Gelb worries much about the idea of the
wars.

Peter Jonsbeck is calm about the idea of the wars.
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LEFT TO RIGHT

Robert L. Forward, a physicist of Hughes Research Lab-
oratories at Malibu, and a science fiction writer, demonstrated
some mechanism.

“As you see,” he said, “we have here a large ring, or
doughnut, of particles compressed by a magnetic field. The
particles are moving at 0.95 times the speed of light! and, if I am
correct, can change any object that passes through the hole of
the doughnut.”

“A change in parity?” I said. “You mean left and right will
interchange?”

I at 0.95 times the speed of light — B 0,95 pa3 BbllIe CKOPOCTH
cBeTa

23



“Something will interchange. I’'m not sure what. I think
that something like this will change particles into antiparticles
and vice versa. This will be the way to get a large supply of
antimatter.”

“Why not try it out?” I said. “Send a beam of protons
through the hole.”

“I did that. Nothing happens. The doughnut is not pow-
erful enough. But my mathematics tells me that the more or-
ganized the sample of matter is, the more likely it is that an
interchange, such as left to right, will take place. If I can show
this change, I can get a grant and make a stronger machine.”

“Do you have something in mind as a test?”

“Absolutely,” said Bob. “I am sure that a human being is
highly organized to undergo the transformation. I’'m going to
pass though the doughnut hole myself.”

“You can’t do that, Bob,” I said in alarm. “You might kill
yourself.”

“I can’t ask anyone else to take the chance. It’s my ma-
chine.”

“But even if it succeeds, the top of your heart will be
pointed to the right; your liver will be on the left. Worse, all
your amino acids will change from L to D, and all your sugars
from D to L. You will no longer be able to eat.”

“Nonsense,” said Bob. “I’ll just pass through it a second
time and then I’ll be exactly as I was before.”

He climbed a small ladder and jumped through. He landed
on a rubber mattress.

“How do you feel?” I asked nervously.

“I’m alive,” he said.

“Yes, but how do you feel?”

“Perfectly normal,” said Bob, “I feel exactly as I did
before 1 jumped through.”

“Well, of course you would, but where is your heart?”

Bob placed his hand on his chest, felt around, and then
shook his head. “The heartbeat is on the left side, as usual —
Wait, let’s check my appendicitis scar.”
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He did, and then looked up at me. “Right where it’s
supposed to be. Nothing happened. There goes all my chance
at a grant.”

I said hopefully, “Perhaps there is some other change.”

“No. Nothing changed. Nothing at all. I'm as sure of
that as I’m sure that my name is Robert L. Backwaid.”

Helpful Words and Expressions

a science fiction writer — nucarenb-aHTacT
doughnut — mam. Topoun

vice versa — sam. Haob0opoT

the more likely — TeM 60Jiee BEPOATHO

in alarm — BCTpEeBOXEHO

to take the chance — puckoBartb

Activities
@ Vocabulary

Read the definitions of the word change and match them (A—E)
with the meaning in the following sentences (1-5).

The act, process, or result of altering or modifying.
The replacing of one thing for another; substitution.
A transformation or transition from one state, condi-
tion, or phase to another.

Something different; variety.

Money of smaller denomination given or received in
exchange.

mo aOwW2»>

The change in atmosphere is very clear now.

The change of seasons is always a new sensation to
her.

3. The boy took the change and went home in a hurry.
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4, She was a funny child with a quick change in her
facial expression.

5. They decided to have some fruit and coffee for a
change.

What did you eat for dinner?
Peter drove to London on Sunday.
Mary did not go to work yesterday.
Did you play tennis last week?

I was at work yesterday.

We were not late (for the train).
Were you angry? '

WO 00 o O L s L9

R  Grammar

S  The Past Simple Tense
We use the Simple Past Tense to talk about an action or a
situation — an event — in the past. The event can be short or long.
Here are some short events with the Simple Past Tense:

The car exploded at 9.30am yesterday.
She went to the door.

We did not hear the telephone.

Did you see that car?

Here are some long events with the Simple Past Tense:

I lived in Bangkok for 10 years.

The Jurassic period lasted about 62 million years.
We did not sing at the concert.

Did you watch TV last night?

It does not matter how long ago the event is: it can be a few
minutes or seconds in the past, or millions of years in the past.

it does not matter how long the event is. It can be a few
milliseconds (car explosion) or millions of years (Jurassic peri-
od). We use the Simple Past Tense when:

1) the event is in the past;

2) the event is completely finished,;

3) we say (or understand) the time and/or place of the

event.

Translate the sentences into Russian.

1. Ilived in that house when I was young.
2. He didn’t like the film.
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THE FUN THEY HAD

Margie even wrote about it that night in her diary. On the
page of May 17, 2155, she wrote, “Today Tommy found a real
book!”

It was a very old book. Margie’s grandfather said that
when he was a little boy his grandfather told him that there was
a time when all stories were printed on paper.

They turned the pages. They were yellow. It was awfully
funny to read words that stood still instead of moving on a
screen. And then, when they turned back to the page before, it
had the same words on it!

“Gee!,” said Tommy, “what a waste! When you finish the
book, you just throw it away, I guess. Our television screen

I Gee — Bor 310 na!
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must have a million books on it and it’s good for more. I
wouldn’t throw it away.”

“Same with mine,” said Margie. She was eleven and
couldn’t see as many telebooks as Tommy did. He was thirteen.

She said, “Where did you find it?”

“In my house.” He was busy reading. “In the attic.”

“What’s it about?”

“School.”

“School? What’s there to write about school? I hate school.”
Margie always hated school, but now she hated it more than
ever. The mechanical teacher gave her test after test in geog-
raphy. Her mother sent for the County Inspector.

He was a round little man with a red face and a big box
of tools. He smiled at her and gave her an apple, then took the
teacher apart. Margie hoped he wouldn’t know how to put it
together again, but he knew it all right. After an hour or so,
there it was again, large and black and ugly with a big screen!

That wasn’t so bad. The part she hated most was the slot
where she put homework and test papers. She always wrote them
out in a code she learnt when she was six years old.

The inspector finished and said to her mother, “I think
the geography sector was a little too quick. Those things hap-
pen sometimes.”

Margie hoped they would take the teacher away. They
once took Tommy’s teacher away because the history sector
was out of order completely.

So she said to Tommy, “Why would anyone write about
school?”

Tommy looked at her. “Because it’s not our kind of school,
stupid. This is the old kind of school that they had hundreds and
hundreds of years ago.” He added, “Centuries ago.”

“Well, I don’t know what kind of school they had all that
time ago.” She read the book over his shoulder for a while,
and then said, “Anyway, they had a teacher.”

“Sure they had a teacher. It was a man.”

“A man? How could a man be a teacher?”
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“Well, he just told the boys and girls things and gave them
homework and asked them questions.”

“A man isn’t smart enough.”

“Sure he is. My father knows as much as my teacher.”

“He can’t. A man can’t know as much as a teacher.”

“He knows almost as much I bet you.”

Margie wasn’t prepared to dispute that. She said, “I
wouldn’t want a strange man in my house to teach me.”

Tommy laughed, “You don’t know much, Margie. The
teachers didn’t live in the house. They had a special building
and all the kids went there.”

“And all the kids learnt the same thing?”

“Sure, if they were the same age.”

“But my mother says a teacher must fit the mind of each
boy and girl it teaches and that each kid has to be taught differ-
ently.”

“Just the same, they didn’t do it that way then. If you
don’t like it, you don’t have to read the book.”

“I didn’t say 1 didn’t like it,” Margie said quickly. She
wanted to read about those funny schools.

Margie’s mother called, “Margie! School!”

Margie looked up. “Not yet, mamma.”

“Now,” said Mrs. Jones. “And it’s time for Tommy,
t00.”

Margie said to Tommy, “Can I read the book some more
with you after school?”

“Maybe,” he said.

Margie went into the schoolroom. It was near her bed-
room, and the mechanical teacher was on and waiting for her.
It was always on at the same time every day except Saturday and
Sunday.

The screen said: “Today’s arithmetic lesson is on the addi-
tion of proper fractions. Please put yesterday’s homework in the
slot.”

Margie did so with a sigh. She thought about the old
schools they had when her grandfather’s grandfather was a
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little boy. All the kids from the whole neighborhood came,
laughing and shouting in the schoolyard, sitting together in the
schoolroom, going home together at the end of the day. They
learnt the same things so they could help one another on the
homework and talk about it.

And the teachers were people...

The mechanical teacher flashed on the screen: “When we
add the fractions 1/2 and 1/4...”

Margie thought about how the kids loved it in the old days.
She thought about the fun they had.

Helpful Words and Expressions

what a waste! — Kakass paCTOYHUTEJILHOCTB!
Or SO — WJIM OKOJIO TOro

stupid — 30. rynbimka

Anyway — B n1000M cnyyae

Sure — 30. KoHe4YHO

bet you — cnopum?

a strange man — NMOCTOPOHHHUM

addition — mam. cioxeHue

proper fractions — mam. npaBUIbHBIE APOOH

Activities
X  Grammar

< Can/ Could / Will be able to

Can turns to could in the past and to will be able to in the
future.

Can is used when we:

— talk about possibility and ability;

— make requests;

— ask for or give permission.
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subject + can + main verb (infinitive without t0)

+ | 1 can/could/will be able to play | tennis.

— | He cannot/can’t/couldn’t/won’t | play | tennis.
be able to

? | Can/Could | you play | tennis?

Will you be able to play | tennis?

We use can to talk about what is possible, what we are able
or free to do:

e She can drive a car.

e John can speak Spanish.

¢ | cannot hear you. (I can’t hear you.)

¢ Can you hear me?

Can is used for the present. But it is possible to use can
when we make present decisions about future ability.

— Can you help me with my homework? (present)

— Sorry. I’m busy today. But I can help you tomorrow.
(future)

We often use can in a question to ask somebody to do
something. This is not a real question — we do not really want
to know if the person is able to do something, we want them to
do it! The use of can in this way is informal (mainly between
friends and family).

e Can you make a cup of coffee, please.

e Can you put the TV on.

e Can you come here for a minute.

e Can you be quiet!

We sometimes use can to ask or give permission for some-
thing.

— Can [ smoke in this room?

— You can’t smoke here, but you can smoke in the gar-
den.
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Choose the right form of can.

1. he understand what you were talking about?
2. My sister play tennis now.

3. 1 walk when I was less than a year old.

4. Can you help me? I never understand this.
5. Will Man live forever one day?

Writing

Imagine that you have a chance to choose a teacher. What is
the ideal of a teacher to you? Try to write a description. Don’t
forget to mention:

the gender (man/woman);

the age (young/old);

the place where the lessons should take place (school/
home/some other place);

the subjects you’d like to learn;

the additional information you’d like to get;

the time of the day when you’d like to have your
lessons.
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THE INSTABILITY

Professor Firebrenner explained carefully: “Time-percep-
tion depends on the structure of the Universe. When the Uni-
verse 1s expanding, we feel that time is going forward; when it is
contracting, we feel that it is going backward. If we could make
the Universe static, neither expanding nor contracting, time
would stand still.”

“But you can’t put the Universe in stasis!,” said Mr. Atkins.

“I can put a little part of the Universe in stasis,” said the
~professor. “Just enough to hold a ship. Time will stand still and
we can move forward or backward at will and the trip will last less
than a minute. All the parts of the Universe will move while we
stand still, while we are nailed to the Universe. The Earth moves

I in stasis — HEMoIBUXHO
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about the Sun, the Sun moves about the core of the Galaxy, the
Galaxy moves about some center of gravity, all the galaxies move.

“I calculated those motions and I find that 27.5 million
years in the future, a red dwarf star! will take up the position
our Sun does now. If we go 27.5 million years into the future,
in less than a moment that red dwarf star will be near our
spaceship and we can come home after studying it a bit.”

Atkins said, “Can that be?”

“I sent experimental animals through time, but I can’t
make them automatically return. If you and I go, we can then
manage the controls so that we can return.”

“And you want me to go?”

“Of course. Come, it will be an unbelievable adventure.”

Atkins inspected the ship. It wasa 2217 Glennfusion model
and looked beautiful.

“When we get back, will the Sun and the Earth move on?”

“Of course, but how far can the Sun and Earth move in
the few hours it will take us to study the star I don’t know. Are
you ready, Mr. Atkins?”

“Ready,” sighed Atkins.

Professor Firebrenner made the necessary adjustments
and nailed the ship to the fabric of the Universe while 27.5 mil-
lion years passed. And then, in less than a flash?, time began to
move forward again in the usual way, and everything in the
Universe moved forward with it.

Through the window of their ship, Professor Firebrenner
and Mr. Atkins could see the small orbit of the red dwarf star.

The professor smiled. “You and I, Atkins,” he said, “Are
the first ever to see, close at hand, any star other than our
own Sun.”

During two-and-a-half hours, they photographed the star
and its spectrum, tested the chemical composition of the gas.
Then Professor Firebrenner said, “I think we had better go

home now.”

| dwarf star — acmp. KapauKoBas 3Be3aa
2 in less than a flash — B MaHOBEHHE OKa
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Again the ship was nailed to the Universe. They went
27.5 million years into the past, and in less than a flash, they
were back where they started.

Space was black. There was nothing. Atkins said, “What
happened? Where are the Earth and Sun?”

The professor frowned. He said, “Going back in time
must be different. The entire Universe must have moved.”

“Where could it move?”

“I don’t know. Other objects changed position within the
Universe, but the Universe as a whole must move in an upper
dimensional direction. We are here in the absolute vacuum, in
primeval Chaos.”

“But we’re here. It’s not primeval Chaos anymore.”

“Exactly. That means we introduced instability at the place
where we exist, and that means...”

Even as he said this, a Big Bang! destroyed them. A new
Universe came into being and began to expand.

Helpful Words and Expressions

the Universe — Bcenennas

at will — o xenanuio

primeval Chaos — nepBo3IaHHbBIN Xa0C
come into being — rnosiBUTbCS

Activities
O Reading
Choose the right word.

1. Professor Firebrenner is
A. a scientist
B. a writer
C. an astronaut

'a Big Bang — 3gyxonodp. 6ax!
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The Universe is static.
A. always

B. never

C. sometimes

Professor Firebrenner make the experimen-
tal animals automatically return.

A. can

B. can’t

C. didn’t want to
Professor Firebrenner and Mr. Atkins went to space

A. to photograph the Sun
B. for pleasure
C. to explore the space

Professor Firebrenner and Mr. Atkins couldn’t see

the Earth when they came back because

A. they lost their way in space

B. Professor Firebrenner was wrong in his calcula-
tions

C. the Universe is always changing
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ONE NIGHT OF SONG

As it happens, I have a friend who hints, sometimes,
that he can call up spirits'.

Or at least one spirit — a tiny one.

That evening 1 said, “Do you remember that spirit of
yours, George?”

“Eh?” said George. :

“Not your drink2,” I said. “The little spirit about two centim-
eters high, whom you once told me you could call up from some
other place of existence. The one with the paranatural powers.”

“Ah,” said George. “Azazel. Not his name, of course.

| call up spirits — BBI3BIBATH IYXOB

2 drink — HenoMOHMMaHUE 3HAYEHUS CJIOBA Spirits MOXHO 00BsIC-
HUTb €r0 MHOTO3HAYHOCTBIO, spirit — NyX, MPUBUIECHMUE, CIUPT,
KpernK1i ajJIKOroJibHblii HalMTOK
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Couldn’t pronounce his real name, I suppose. But that’s what
I call him. I remember him.”

“Do you use him much?”

“No. Dangerous. It’s too dangerous. There’s always the
temptation to play with power. I’m careful myself; as you know,
I have a high standard of ethics. The damage that did! Dreadful!”

“What happened?”

“I suppose I ought to get it off my chest,” said George. “I
was a good deal younger then and in those days and I had a
friend, Mortenson — Andrew Mortenson. I don’t think you know
him. I haven’t seen much of him myself in recent years. The
point is, he was in love with a woman. She was an angel, he
said. He couldn’t live without her.

“The trouble was she didn’t love him. My heart bled for
him! and 1 said, ‘I’m sorry, Mortenson, but you mustn’t take
on so. She’s only a woman. Maybe I can help. I can make use
of a spirit with quite extraordinary powers. A small spirit, of
course.” I told him about Azazel and, of course, he believed
me. His eyes glittered as I told him.

“ *You say your spirit has only limited power?’

“ ‘He is a small thing,’ I said.

“ ‘Could he give her a perfect voice? For a time, any-
way. At least for one performance.’

““T’ll ask him.’

“That woman sang cantatas? at the local church. I en-
joyed hearing her singing.

“So I consulted Azazel. He wanted to help; none of this
nonsense, you know, of taking my soul in exchange. I remem-
ber I once asked Azazel if he wanted my soul and he didn’t even
know what it was. He just likes to help out.

“One night when she was singing Bach3 and was going to
have a long and impressive solo*.

| My heart bled for him — ¥ MeHs cepaie KpoBbio 00HMBAIOCE

2 cantata = a musical composition, often based on a sacred text,
comprising recitatives, arias, and choruses

3 Bach — Bennyaiinuii HEMEUKHIA KOMITO3UTOP M OPTaHKUCT MEpH-
oa mo3aHero 0apokko

4 solo = a performance by a single singer
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“Mortenson went to the church that night and, of course,
| went too. I felt responsible for what was going to happen.

“Mortenson said, ‘I attended the rehearsals. She was just
singing the same way she always did; you know, as though she had
a tail and someone was stepping on it. But I want her voice to be
perfect. Really perfect. Do you think your spirit can handle it?’

“ “The change won'’t start till 8:15 P. M.’

“She started at her usual level and then at 8:15, it was as
though another voice was added. 1 saw her give a little jump as
though she didn’t believe what she heard. And she got better with
each note. The organist wasn’t looking at the music, he was look-
ing at her, and stopped playing. There was anyway nothing which
you could hear while she was singing. Anything else but her.

“Her voice was singing by itself and she didn’t need to
control or direct it. The solo ended at last and the chorus sound-
ed in what was a whisper. For the rest of the program it was all
her. When she didn’t sing, it was as though we were sitting in the
dark, and we couldn’t bear the absence of light. And when it was
over — well, you don’t applaud in church, but they did then.

“She did sing again!; her voice alone, with the organ whis-
pering in the background. But it had to end and it was over. Even
the applause was over. It was only then that I understood that,
next to me, Mortenson was sitting absorbed in her singing.

“She sang perfectly — but she would never sing perfectly
again. It was as though she were blind from birth, and for just
three hours could see — all the colors and shapes and wonders —
and then be blind again!

“That woman never sang again, of course. But that’s
only part of it. The real tragedy was to us, to the audience. We
had perfect music for three hours, perfect music. Do you think
we could ever again bear to listen to anything else than that?

“I went to one of those rock festivals, just to test myself
out. You won’t believe me2, but 1 couldn’t make out one tune.
It was all noise to me.

I She did sing again — U ona cHoBa nena (ycurumenvran smgpamu-
HecKan KOHCMPYKUUA)
2 You won’t believe me — Xoturte BepbTe, XOTUTE HET
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“My only consolation is that Mortenson, who listened with
the most concentration, is worse off than anyone in that audi-
ence. He wears earplugs at all times. He can’t stand any sound
above a whisper. Serves him right!”

Helpful Words and Expressions

get it off my chest — BbIrOBOpUTBCS, 06IEMYUTD AYLLY

in exchange — B3aMeH

attend the rehearsals — noceiuars peneTuuuUm

handle smth — cripaBnaaTecs ¢ yeM-J.

as though — xax Oyaro

Anything else but — Huyero kpome

next to — psaaoM

make out — pa3ob6path

can’t stand any sound above a whisper — He MOXeT BBIHOCUTb HU
OJHOr0 3ByKa, rpoM4e, 4eM ILLUEeroT

Serves him right! — Tak emy 1 Hano!

Activities
@ Vocabulary

< Make B coyeTaHMM C TOCHEAYIOLIUM MPHUJIATaTebHbIM
BbIPAXAET NEWCTBUE, COOTBETCTBYIOLIEE 3HAYEHUIO TpHUia-
raTeJIbHOro.

to make fast — 3akpenuTb; NpUBSA3aTh

to make merry — BecequThCs

to make public — o6HaponoBarb, caenaTh 06LIEU3BECTHBIM

to make good — 10OMTBCS ycmexa, JOCTUYD LIEIU

to make sure /certain/ that or of — ynocroBepurbcsi, yoeauThcs

Make your own sentences using the verb make with the adjectives
given above.
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Translate the phrases into English, paying attention to the
right word order (consult the table above).

OyeHb BbICOKas KpacuBasi (ppaHIy KEHKA; MaIeHbKasi 3J1asl
ANMOHCKasA cobaka; HeOGOJBIION aKKYpaTHBIM 10XHbIA
rOpOJIOK; CTPaHHBIA Hay4YHO-(PaHTACTUYECKHUI paccKas;
YepHO-0eJIbli CTapBI MHTEPECHBIN QHIIbM.
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THE SECRET SENSE

The Martians couldn’t taste
and their hearing was bad, but
they had a secret sense all of
their own.

Part 1

Lincoln Fields loves music. It filled his mind with dreams
of beauty. He turned and smiled at Garth Jan. Garth liked
Lincoln Fields but didn’t understand him. They were worlds
apart. Garth came from the underground cities of Mars while
Fields was from Terrestrial New York.

Lincoln stopped playing.

“How was that, Garth, old fellow?” asked Fields.
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Garth shook his head. “I listened attentively and can truly
say that it was not unpleasant. There is a certain rhythm. But
beautiful? No!”

There was pity in Fields’ eyes. The Martian' understood
all that it meant. His bony figure was up in a chair that was too
small for him and one thin leg swung back and forth.

“Here! Seat yourself on the bench.”

Garth obeyed. “I see you want to carry out some little
experiment.”

“You’ve guessed it! I read scientific works about the differ-
ence in sense equipment? between Earthman and Martian, but |
never could quite understand it all.” He tapped the notes C and
F3 in a single octave and looked at the Martian.

“If there’s a difference,” said Garth, “it’s a very small
one. I would certainly say you had hit the same note twice.”

“How’s this?” He tapped C and G*.

“I can hear the difference this time.”

“Well, I suppose all they say about your people is true.
You poor fellows have such a crude sense of hearing>. You don’t
know what you’re missing.”

“One misses nothing that one has never had. The com-
parison of sense equipment is very interesting.”

“That’s right,” agreed the Earthman, “though we seem to
have all the advantage. You know Terrestrial biologists won-
dered that a race so poorly equipped in the matter of sense-
perception could develop so high a civilization as yours.”

“All is relative, Lincoln. What we have is sufficient for us.”

“But if you only knew’, Garth, if you only knew what you
are missing. You’ve never seen the beauties of a sunset or of

| The Martian — MapcuaHUH

2 sense equipment — OpraHM3aUUsl BOCIIPUATHSA
3 the notes C and F — my3. HOTHI 10 U da

4 C and G — my3. HOTHI 10 ¥ COJib

5 a crude sense of hearing — roxoi cayx

6 All is relative — Bce OTHOCHTENIBHO

7 if you only knew — eciu ObI ThI TOJBKO 3HaJI
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dancing fields of flowers. You can’t admire the blue of the sky,
the green of the grass, the yellow of ripe corn. To you the world
consists of shades of dark and light. You can’t smell a flower or
understand its delicate perfume. You can’t even enjoy such a
simple thing as a good meal. You can’t taste nor smell nor see
color. 1 pity you for your dull world.”

“What you say is meaningless, Lincoln. Waste no pity on
me!, for I am as happy as you. You must not judge us with such
easy superiority, you know. We do not boast of certain events of
our race of which you know nothing.”

Fields sat puzzled for a moment.

“What did you mean by that last remark?”

“Forget it, Lincoln.”

“It’s true, isn’t it? It’s logical that Martians have senses
Earthmen do not, but your people want to keep it secret.”

“That is as it may be.2”

“Of course! I'll be as secret as the grave. Tell me, what is
this secret sense of yours?”

“How can I explain? Can you define color to me, who
cannot even imagine it?”

“I’m not asking for a definition. Tell me its uses. Please.”

The Martian sighed. “It won’t do you much good. Would
it satisfy you to know that if you show me two containers, each
filled with a clear liquid, I could tell you at once whether
either of the two were poisonous? Or, if you show me a copper
wire, 1 could tell whether an electric current were passing through
it, even if it were as little as a thousandth of an ampere. Or I
could tell you the temperature of any substance within three
degrees of the true value even if you held it as much as five yards
away. Or I could... well, I’ve said enough.”

“Is that all?” asked Fields.

“What more do you wish?”

“It is very useful — but where is the beauty in it?”

| Waste no pity on me — He cTouT MeHs XajleThb
2 That is as it may be — Moxer, Tak OHO W €CTb.
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“Really, Lincoln, you talk foolishly.”

Field opened his mouth to speak but the Martian talked
first. “You’re going to chat foolishness about sunsets or some-
thing. But what do you know of beauty? Have you ever seen the
beauty of the naked copper wires! when an AC current? is turned
on?”

“Every race has its own attributes but I see no reason why
you should keep it such a secret. We Earthmen have kept no
secrets from your race.”

“According to the Martian code of ethics, we never act
without reason, we Martians. And certainly it is not for our own
sake that we hide this magnificent ability.”

The Earthman smiled.

“No doubt there is some nobility behind it all. It is a
strange quality of your race that you can always find some altru-
istic motive for your actions.”

“You have no right to say that. I’ll explain by analogy.”
The Martian spoke, eyes half-closed.

“You have told me that I live in a world that consists of
shades of light and dark. You describe a world of yours as that
of variety and beauty. I listen but care little about it. I have
never known it and never can know it. One does not weep over
the loss of what one has never owned.’

“But, what if you were able to give me the ability to see
color for five minutes? What if, for five minutes, I reveled in
wonders undreamed of? What if, after those five minutes, |
have to return it forever? Would those five minutes of paradise
be worth a lifetime of regret afterwards — a lifetime of dissat-
isfaction because of my own shortcomings? Would it not have
been the kinder act never to have told me of color in the first
place and so have removed its ever-present temptation?”

| the naked copper wires — OroJicHHbIE MEIHBIC TPOBO/A

2 AC current — rmepeMeHHBII 3J€KTPUYECKUI TOK

3 One does not weep over the loss of what one has never owned. —
He cTOWT coxaleTh O MOTEPE TOTO, Yero HUKOrIa He UMell.
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“Do you mean an Earthman can possess the Martian sense
if so desired?”

“For five minutes in a lifetime and in those five minutes
sense... You know more than is good for you. See that you
don’t forget your promise.” He rose and went away as quickly as
he could. Lincoln Fields made no move to stop him. He just sat
there and thought.

Helpful Words and Expressions

old fellow — crapuHa

back and forth — Tyna-ciona

to carry out some little experiment — npoBoauTh HEGONBILIONH
3KCIIEPUMEHT

You’ve guessed it! — Yragan!

You poor fellows — Bri, 6engonaru

to have all the advantage — umeTs Bce npeumylLecTa

as secret as the grave — HeM Kak Moruia

for our own sake — pagu Hac caMux

shortcomings — HenocTaTkm

Part 11

Some weeks later Fields came to the capital city of Mars.

The Martian was surprised to see his friend but just smiled.

“I’ve come to ask for those five minutes you said you can
give me! May I have them?”

“Is that a rhetorical question? It certainly doesn’t seem to
need an answer.”

“Do you mind! if I outline my position in a few words?”

The Martian smiled. “It won’t make any difference,” he
said.

! Do you mind — He Bo3paxaeurs
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“The situation is this: I’ve been born and grown up in
luxury and is spoiled. I’ve never yet had a reasonable desire
that I have not been able to fulfill. I don’t know what it means
not to get what [ want. Do you see?!” There was no answer.

“I found my happiness in beautiful sights, beautiful words,
and beautiful sounds. I made a cult of beauty. In a word, I am
an aesthete.”

“Most interesting, but what is the problem?”

“Just this: You speak of a new form of beauty — a form
unknown to me at present, but one which I could know if you so
wished. It attracts me.”

“I hesitated only for your own sake.” The Martian rose
and held out his hand, “Agreed?”

“Agreed!” The two shook hands.

“Have we much longer to wait?”

“We’re waiting for Novi Lon and for Done Vol. They’ll
be along soon.”

Fields saw a low stage with some equipment in the center
of the room.

“A curious thing, this,” said the Earthman.

“It’s an expensive instrument. It cost me ten thousand
Martian credits.”

“How does it work?”

“Not so differently from a Terrestrial piano. Each of the

- upper knobs controls a different electric circuit. The pedals

below control the strength of the current.” Fields nodded ab-
sently and ran his fingers over the knobs at random. He sensed
nothing. i

“Is the instrument really playing?”

The Martian smiled, “Yes, it is. Oh, this is Novi Lon,”
he said to Fields.

Fields rose to meet the newcomer.

“So this is the young Earthman,” he cried. “It is a great
pity you can own our sense for no more than five minutes.

! Do you see? — I[loHsiTHO?
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Without it no one can truly be said to live.” Garth Jan laughed,
“He exaggerates, Lincoln. He’s one of the greatest musicians of
Mars. He was my teacher in my youth.”

Martian Done Vol came in soon.

“Is all ready?”

“Yes,” said the Martian, “and a particularly uninterest-
ing experiment this will be. We know all the results beforehand.
Is this the one who wishes to be inoculated?”

Lincoln Fields nodded.

“What are you going to do?” he asked.

“He’ll just inoculate you. It’ll take a second,” Garth Jan
assured him. “You see, the sense-organs are several groups of
cells in the cortex of the brain!. They are activated by a hor-
mone, a synthetic preparation which is used to stimulate the
dormant cells? of some Martians who are born — er — blind.
You’ll have the same treatment.”

“Oh! — then Earthmen have those cortex cells?”

“In a very rudimentary state. The concentrated hormone
will activate them, but only for five minutes. After that, they
can’t be re-activated under any circumstances?.”

When the operation finished, the Terrestrial waited a
moment or two and then laughed, “I don’t feel any change.”

“You won’t for about ten minutes,” explained Garth. “It
takes time. Just sit back and relax.”

Novi Lon began playing Bar Danin’s “Canals in the
Desert”.

Fields found himself coldly calm. Novi played furiously
and Garth Jan was already lost in it.

The Martians listened attentively but to him the room was
empty.

What — no, it was impossible, of course — but what if it
were just a practical joke?

! cortex of the brain — aram. Kopa rojoBHOro mosra
2 dormant cells — Kj1eTKM B COCTOSTHMM TTOKOS
3 under any circumstances — HUM NpH KaKHUX YCIOBUSIX
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The minutes passed; Novi Lon’s fingers flew; Garth Jan’s
expression was one of real delight. Then for a moment a nim-
bus of color seemed to surround the musician and his instru-
ment. He couldn’t identify it — but it was there. It grew and
spread until the room was full of it.

Brilliant colors formed and faded. Simultaneously, there
came the impression of sound. From a whisper it rose into
glorious, ringing tremolos!.

And together with this, there came the sensation of odor.
From a mere trace, it turned into a phantasmal field of flow-
ers. Delicate spicy scents followed each other in ever stronger
succession; in gentle breeze of pleasure.

Yet all this was nothing. Fields knew that. Somehow, he
knew that what he saw, heard, and smelt were simple mirages
of a brain that attempted to interpret an entirely new conception
in the old, familiar ways.

Gradually, the colors and the sounds and the scents died.
The effect of the hormone became stronger, and suddenly — in
one burst — Fields realized what it was he sensed.

He didn’t see it — nor hear it — nor smell it — nor taste
it — nor feel it. He knew what it was but he couldn’t think of the
word for it. Slowly, he realized that there wasn’t any word for
it. Even more slowly, he realized that there wasn’t even any
concept for it.

Yet he knew what it was.

There was something that consisted of pure waves of en-
joyment — something that lifted him out of himself and threw
him headlong into a universe unknown to him earlier. He was
falling through an endless eternity of something. It wasn’t sound
or sight but it was — something.

Something that surrounded him and hid his surroundings from
him — that’s what it was. It was endless in its variety and with each
wave, he saw a farther horizon, and the wonderful cloak of im-
pressions became thicker and softer and more beautiful.

I tremolo — my3. Tpemosio, BUOpaTo
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Then came the discord'. Activities

It split apart thunderously though without a sound. @ Vocabulary

Lincoln Fields found himself back in the concert room
again.

He took Garth Jan by the arm, “Garth! Why did he stop?
Tell him to continue! Tell him!”

“He is still playing, Lincoln.” I. normal

Try to guess the meaning of the following words without using
a dictionary.

The Earthman seemed not to understand. He looked about 2. pass (V)
him with unseeing eyes. Novi Lon’s fingers sped across the 3. concert
keyboard. Slowly, the truth seeped in, and the Earthman’s 4. horizon
empty eyes filled with horror. 5. breeze
He sat down with a cry, and buried his head in his hands. 6. effect
The five minutes had passed! There could be no return!
Garth Jan was smiling, “I had pitied you just a moment )
ago, Lincoln, but now I’'m glad, glad! 1 hope you’re satisfied, ﬁ' Speaking
because 1 certainly am. For the rest of your life you’ll re-
member these five minutes and know what it is you’re miss- Retell the story as if you were:
ir{g, what i_t is”you can never have again. You are blind, —  Garth Jan;
Lincoln, blind! — Lincoln Fields;
The Earthman could not speak. He marched out of the —  Novi Lon:
KO, . _ _ , ' — the inhabitant of some other planet besides Earth and
But within, that tiny, bitter voice was repeating over and Mars.

over again, “You entered a normal man! You are blind —
blind — BLIND.”

Helpful Words and Expressions

In a word — CioBom

to shake hands — roxaTtb pyKu

at random — Hayraj

a practical joke — riynbiid poO3bITPHILI
in one burst — Kak BCIIBILIKA

I discord — my3. auccoHaHCHBIN (HeGMaro3ByuyHbI) aKKOpPI
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AHIJIO-PYCCKHH CJIOBaph

A

ability [a"bilit1] # crmocobHOCTE

absence [ a&bsans] # orcyrcTBHE

accident [ =ksidant] n Hecuact-
HBIA ciy4dai

according [o'ko:dip]: adv B co-
OTBETCTBUU

add [2d] v nobasaars

adjustment [o"d3astmant] # yiyy-
LIEHUE

admire [od 'maia] v BocxuuaTeCs

adventure [ad’vent[a] n npu-
KJIIOUeHUE

afterwards ["a:ftowadz] adv
nocne

alarm [2'la:m] » TpeBora

alive [o'larv] @ xuBoii

always ['o:lwaz]| adv Bcerna

amazing [2'meizip] a yauBu-
TEJIbHBIH

amino acid [2 'mi:nav @sid] »
AMHWHOKHKCIIOTA

ancient ['emnf(a)nt] adv npeBHMi

antimatter ["zentr ‘maeta] n aHTH-
TE€JI0, aHTHUBEILECTBO

anyway [ eniwei| adv B mobom
coyyae

apart [a"pa:t] pasaenbHO

applaud [2'plo:d] » annoauc-
MEHTBHI

applause [o'plo:z] v amoaupo-
BaTh

argue ['a:gju:] v cmoputh

arrange [5'reind3] v opranu3o-
BaTh

attic ["atik] » yepmak

attract [o'trekt] v nmpusnexkars
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attribute [2'tribju:t] v npunu-
CbIBaTh
awfully ["o:fali] adv yxacHo

B

background |["bakgrauvnd] »
¢oH

backward [‘bzkwad] adv Ha3an

beam |bi:m| »n ny4

bear [bea] (bore, born) v po-
JMTHCS

bearable ['beaorabl] a nepeHocH-
MBI

beauty ['bju:ti] » kpacora

beforehand [b1'fo:heend] adv Bne-
pen

behind [bi"haind] adv c3anu

believe [bi’li:v] v BepuTh

bench [bent[] » ckameiika

benefit ["benifit] » Brirona

bet [bet] v cnoputk

birth ['b3:0] n poxneHue

bitter ['bita] a ropbkuii

blind [blaind] a cnenoii

boast [baust] v xBactathb

bony ['bauni] a KoCTAsABbIN

brain [breimn] n moar

breeze [bri:z] n neruii BeTepok

button ['batn] » KkHoOnka

C

capital ["kapitl] #» cronuua

capricious [ka'prifas] a kanpus-
HBIH

care [kea] v 3abotutncs

carefully [ keafali] adv ocTropox-
HO

casual ['ka3usl] @ 0ObIYHBIH

cave [kerv] » neuiepa

cell [sel] » xieTka

century ['sentfari] n BeK

certain ["s3:tn] g onpeneaeHHBIN

chance [t[a:ns] # waHc

chat [tfat] v GonTaTh

chest [t/est] # rpyab

chorus ['ko:ras] n xop

church ["t[3:t[] n LepkoBb

circuit ["s3:kit] n OKpPyXHOCTB;
LHEMb

clear [klia] a ymcThIii

climb [klaim] v nogHumarscs

compare [kom pea] v cpaBHMBAThH

comparison [kom’ paris(a)n] n
CpPaBHEHHE

completely [kom’pli:tli] adv
MOJIHOCTBIO

compress [kam’pres] v cXuMathb

computation [ kompju: teif(o)n]
n TIOACYET

conception [kan’sepf(a)n] » KOH-
eI

condition [kan’dif(a)n] n cocro-
SIHUE

consist [kansist] v cocTosiTh (43)

consolation [ konsa’leif(a)n] n
yTeleHUE

contract [kon'traekt] v cXu-
MaTb(cs)

copper ['kopa] n mMeap

correct [ka'rekt] a npaBUIbLHBIH

cube ["kju:b] a xybuueckuu

current [ kar(a)nt] » mMOTOK

D

damage ['demid3] » Bpen
danger ['deind3a] n omacHOCTb
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dangerous [ deind3ras| a onac-
HBIA

dead ['ded] @ mepTBHIA

death ['de®] n cMepTh

decent ['di:snt] a yecTHBINH

decimal ['desim(3)l] n mecaTny-
Has 1podb

define [di'fain] v onpenenats

definition [ ,defi’'nifan] » onpe-
neJeHue

degree [di'gri:] » cTeneHs

delicate ["delikit] @ HexXxHBIN

depend [di'pend] v 3aBucerb

design [di'zain] » au3aiH

desire [di'zaia] n XenaHue

destruction [dis"trak[(2)n] » pa3-
pylLIeHHE

determine [di't3:min] v onpene-
JISITh

develop [di'velop] v pa3BuBaTh

diary ['daiori] n nHeBHMK

difference ["difarans] n pasnuyue

difficult ["difik(a)It] a TpynHBIii

dimensional [di’'men[anal] a u3-
MEPUTEIbHBIN

direct [di'rekt] v mpsiMoiA

direction [di'rek[(a)n] » Hanpas-
JIEHUE

discord ["disko:d] » pasHorna-
cHe; IIyM

discover [dis'kAva] v OTKpHI-
BaTh, OOHapYXHBATh

dissatisfaction [dis satis fek[(a)n]
n HEYIOBOJIBCTBHE

division [di'vi3(a)n] n neneHue

doubt ['davt] n coMHeHue

doughnut ['davnat] #» MOHYMK

dreadful ["dredf(a)l] a yxac-
HBIH



dream [dri:m] n Me4yTaTh, BUIETH

BO CHE
dull ["dal] a cky4YHBHIH

E

earplug ["1aplag| » 3aTeiuka mis
yLIeHA

empty [‘'empti] a nycToii

enjoy [in'd3o1] v panoBarbcs

enjoyment [in’d3oimant] n pa-
AOCThb

enough [1'naf] adv nocratouHo

entire [in"taia] @ NMOMHBIA

entirely [in’taiali] adv nonHocThIO

equation [1'kweif(a)n] n ypas-
HEHUE

equipment [1"kwipmant] n 060-
pyAOBaHUE

eternity [i:"t3:niti] » Be4HOCTB

event [1'vent] n cobsiTHe

exactly [1g'zaekthi] adv To4yHO .

exaggerate [1g zad3areit] v npe-
YBEJIMYMBATD

exercise ["eksasaiz] n ynpaxHe-
HHE

exist [1g’zist] v cyuiecTBOBaTh

existence [1g°zist(a)ns] » cywe-
CTBOBaHUE

expand [1ks'peend] v pacuu-
pATB(CA)

expensive [1ks pensiv] a moporoi

explain [1ks plein] v 0OBACHATD

expression [1ks pref(2)n] n Bbi-
paxeHue

F

familiar [fo'miljo] a 3HakoMBbI#
famous ['feimoas] @ 3HaMeHUTBIH
fee [fi:] n orurara
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feeling [ fi:lip] »n yyBcTBO

field [“fi:ld] » none

figure ['figo] n ¢purypa

finger ['finga] n naneu

flash [fle[] n BcrbilIKa

focus ['fovkas] # uenb

follow ['folav] v ciempoBath

food ['fu:d] n ena

foolishness [“fu:lifnis] » rnynocts

force [fo:s] n cuna

forever [fa’'reva] adv HaBcerna

fraction ['frek[(a)n] » yactb

freedom ["fri:dem] » cBoGona

frown [fraun] v xMyputbcs

frustration [fras’treif(a)n] n pac-
CTPOMCTBO

fulfill [ful fil] v BEIMONHATE

furiously ['fjvariashi] adv 310

future ['fju:tfa] » Oyaywee

G

game [geim] » urpa

gentle ['d3entl] a HexHbIH

gift [ gift] » momapok

glitter ['glita] v cBeTuThCH

government ["'gavnmont] # mpa-
BUTEJLCTBO

gradually ["gredjvali] adv mno-
CTENMEHHO

grave [greiv] n Moruia

gravity ['graeviti] n rpaBUTaLIMA

guarantee [ ,ger(o)n’ti:] v ra-
PaHTUPOBATH

guess ['ges| v noraasiBaThCs

guy [gai] n mapeHs

H

handle ['handl] v ynpaBaaTe
hard ["ha:d] adv Tsaxeno

hate [ heit] v HeHaBUIETD

heart [ha:t] » cepaue

help [help] v nomorats

hesitate [ heziteit] v comHe-
BaThCsl

hole [havl] n oTBepcTue, mbipa

honest ['pnist] a yecTHBIN

horror ["hors] n yxac

human ["hju:man] a yenoseuye-
CKHUM

hurry ["hari] v cnewuts

I

improve [im’pru:v] v yay4yuarhb

improvement [im’pru:vmont] n
YAyYlIeHUE

inoculate [1"nokjvleit] v menarts
NMPUBHUBKY

integral ["intogr(a)l] » uHTErpan

intelligence [in"telid3(o)ns] # ym

interchange ["intatfeind3] n 06-
MEH

interpret [1n’t3:prit] v nepeBOAMTH

J
job ['d3pb] n pabGora
judge ['d3ad3] n cynuts

K

keyboard [ ki:bo:d] # xnaBuatypa
kill [kil] v ybuath
knob ['nob]| »n kHOMNKa

L

lack [lzk] n oTcyTcTBHE

ladder ['laeds] » nectHuua

learn ['[3:n] (learnt, learnt) v
M3y4aThb

al

level ['levl] » ypoBeHb

lip ["lip] n 30. kpai

liquid ["likwid] » pactBop
liver ['liva] n meyeHb

loss [los] n moTeps

luxury ['lakf(a)r1] n pockoiub

M

manage [‘'menid3] v yaaBaTbcs

mankind [man'kaind] n ueno-
BEYECTBO

matter ['mata] n neno; Belie-
CTBO

mattress [‘'maetris] » maTpac

meal [mi:l] » ega, Tpanesa

mean [mi:n] (meant, meant) v
MMETh B BUAY

meaningless ['mi:niplis] a Gec-
CMBICTIEHHBIH

mention [‘'menf(a)n] v ynomu-
HaThb

mere ['mia] a npocroi

missile ["'misail] n pakera

motion [ 'mavf(3)n] » nBUXeHNE

move [mu:v] v aBuratb(cs)

multiply ['maltiplai] v ymHo-
XaTb

N

nail [neil] v npubusarte

neighborhood ["neibahud] # co-
CECTBO

newcomer ['nju:,kama] » BHOBB
MpUOBIBIINIA

nobility [na(v) biliti]) » 6naro-
POICTBO

noble ['nauvbl] a 6GaaroponHslii

nod [nod] v kuBath

noise ['noiz] n wym



nonsense [ ‘nons(a)ns] » yemyxa
number ['namba] n Homep

O

obey [2'ber] v nmoguuHATHCA
object ['pbd3ikt] » mpeamer
odor ["avda] » 3amax

outline ["avtlain] » ouepraHue

P

page [peid3] n cTpaHuua

painful ["peinf(a)l] @ GonbHOI

paper ['peipa] n Gymara

paradise ["paeradais] n pai

parity [ periti] # paBeHCTBO

particle ["pa:tikl] » yacTuua

particularly [pa’tikjulali] adv
4Ype3BbIYAlHO

pass [pa:s] v poxoauTh

peaceful ['pi:sfal] @ MupHBI#

perception [pa’sepf(2)n] n BocC-
NpHUATHE

perfect [ ps:fikt] a umeanbHbINA

performance [pa’'fo:mans] n
NpeacTaBlIeHUe

perfume ['p3:fju:m] » nyxu; 3a-
rnax

physicist [ fizisist] n pusux

pity [ piti] n XanocTh

pleasure ['ple3a] n ynoBoOJIb-
CTBUE

point ['point] » MyHKT

poisonous [ poiznas| @ ALOBUTHIN

poor ['puva] a GenHbIi

possess [pa’zes]| v obianath

possibly [ posabli] adv Bo3aMoOX-
HO

power ['pava] n cuaa
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powerful ["pavafal] a cunbHbIH

prepare [pri pea] v roTOBHTH

pressure ['prefs] n maBieHue

primeval [prai'mi:v(a)l] @ mep-
BO3/1aHHBIN

print ["print] v meyaraThb

probably [ probabli] adv Bo3-
MOXHO

promise ["promis] v obeuiaTte

pronounce [pra’nauvns] v mpo-
M3HOCUTh

push [puf] v TonkaTe

puzzle [ pazl] v ynuBasSThH

Q

quality [ kwoliti] n kayecTBO
quick [kwik] a ObicTpbIit
quotient ['kwavfont] n yacTHoe

R

race [reis] »n paca

real [rial] a HacTrostMi

reason ['ri:zn] » npuyMHa

recent ['ri:snt] @ coBpeMeHHBIH

reconstruction [ ri:kans’trak[(a)n]
n BOCCTAHOBJIEHHE

regret [ri'gret] v coxanerb

rehearsal [r1"h3:s(3)l] n peneru-
s

relax [ri'laks] v paccnabnsarscs

remark [r1'ma:k] »n 3amMeyaHue

remember [ri’'memba] v mno-
MHUTD

replacement [r1"pleismoant] » 3a-
MEHa

respect [ris’pekt] » yBaxeHue

responsibility [ris, ponsa’biliti] »
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb

revel ['revl] v oTkpsiBaTh (Taii-
HY)

root ['ru:t] n xopeHb

rubber ['raba] n pesuna

rule ["ru:l] n nmpaBunO

S

satisfy ["satisfai] v ynosaerso-
pATH

scar [ska:] » mpam

screen [skri:n] » skpaH

seem [’si:m] v KasaTbcs

self-righteousness ['self raitfosnis]
1 CaMOYBEPEHHOCTh

shape [’ [eip] n dopma

sheet [[i:t] n mucr

shortcoming [[o:t"kamin] » He-
AOCTaTOK

shoulder [’fovlda] » muevo

sigh [sa1] v B3mbIxaTh

simple ['simpl] a npocroi

simultaneously [,sim(a)l"teinjasli]
adv OTHOBPEMEHHO

single ['singl] @ omuHOKMII

slot [slot] n wens

smart ['sma:t] @ yMHbIN

smell [smel] » 3anax; v maxHyTb

soul ["savl] n myma

space ['speis] n KocMmoc

spicy [ "spaisi] @ octpwiit (0 6xy-
ce)

Spirit ['spirit] # myX; ankorosnb-
HBIH HAIMTOK

spoil [spoil] v mopTuTh

spread [spred] v pacmpocTpa-
HATB(CH)

still [stil] a Thxui

strength ["strepn®] n cuna
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stupid ['stju:pid] a raynsii

substance [ sabst(a)ns] » Bewe-
CTBO

succeed [sok’si:d] v umerp yc-
rex

successful [sok’sesf(a)l] a yc-
MELIHbIA

succession [sok’sef(a)n] »n moc-
JIeA0BATENILHOCTD

sufficient [so’fif(a)nt] @ nmocra-
TOYHBIA

sum [sam] 7 cyMMa

sunset ["sanset] n 3akar

superiority [sju, piari’oriti] »
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