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Introduction

‘Oh, how can a great man fall so low? A prince, a student, a soldier, the
flower of his country, the mirror of everyone’s dreams — all gone! He was
so brave, clever and beautiful. He was the most perfect of men. He filled
my ears with the sweet music of his promises. But now he fills them with

the crazy words of a broken mind.’

Ophelia is in love with Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark, but
Hamlet is acting very strangely. Why is he so rude to her? Why is
his heart filled with so much sadness and angry pain? Is he really
mad, or does he have a secret plan?

Only two people know Hamlet’s real secret — his good friends
Marcellus and Horatio — but they have promised not to tell
anyone. Hamlet wants revenge! His wicked uncle, Claudius, has
murdered his father and married his mother, and Hamlet wants
to punish him. But how? Will the young prince be strong and
brave enough to take his revenge? Will he succeed in destroying
the wickedness that is destroying him?

Hamlet is one of the most famous plays in the world, and it
is as true and alive today as it was four hundred years ago. In a
world of lies and murder, Hamlet is different. He 1s honest and
thoughtful. He believes in goodness. But he is not perfect. He is
an ordinary man who makes mistakes. Often, he cannot decide
what to do. This is what makes him, and the play, so special.
There are no simple answers to difficult questions. There is no
casy promise of happiness for good people in a bad world.

This is a story full of death — murder, accidents, illness and
graves. But there is a message of hope. It is possible for even the
weakest of people to be brave. And we can learn something good
about ourselves when we are suffering the most terrible pain.



Hamlet decides to fight the wickedness of the world and the
shadows in his heart at the same time. Perhaps he will succeed —
and perhaps not. But it is important that he has tried. He will
become a better person.

Hamlet was Shakespeare’s 25" play, and it was written between
1598 and 1602. It is the story of a young Danish prince who
lived 1,700 years ago. The story of Hamlet is found in early
European literature: the first example was in 1250. A play with
the same story was produced a short time before 1589, and it
was very popular in London theatres between 1594 and 1596.
Shakespeare made the story into the beautifully-written play that
we all know today. It is still acted in theatres all around the world.
People are always discovering something new and interesting
about 1t.

There have also been many films of Hamlet. One of the most
successful was made in 1996, with Kenneth Branagh as Hamlet,
Julie Christie as Gertrude and Kate Winslet as Ophelia. Many
world-famous actors are in it, even in the smallest parts. For
example, Robin Williams is Osric and Gerard Depardieu is only a
messenger! The film is four hours’ long, but it was a great success
at the cinema.

William Shakespeare (1564—1616) is the most famous writer of
plays in the English language. He was born in Stratford-upon-
Avon, in England. He went to a good school, but did not go to
university. In 1582, he married Anne Hathaway and had three
children. By 1592, he was famous in London as an actor and
writer. Over the next twenty years he wrote thirty-seven plays
and many famous poems. He sometimes wrote three plays a year!
His plays were very popular, and many of them were acted in
front of King James .

Vi

Reading and acting the play

You can read Hamlet silently, like every other story in a book. You
will have to imagine the places, the people’s clothes and their
voices from the words on the page.

But Shakespeare did not write Hamlet as literature for reading.
He wrote it for actors on a theatre stage. You can read the play in
a group with other people. This is very different from silent
reading. You can speak the words and bring the people in the
play to life. They can sound happy or sad, worried or angry. You
can add silences and important noises, like the sound of music
or guns. You can also stop and discuss the play. What does this
person mean? Why does he/she say that?

But you can have more fun if you act the play. Hamlet has
a lot of exciting scenes. There are also some beautiful speeches.
The people in the play have to show a lot of different feelings. If
you act the play, you can show these feelings by your words and
actions.

Most of the story happens inside a large castle. You should
think about the furniture in the rooms — nice tables and chairs,
beautiful curtains, pictures on the walls. You should also think
about the clothes — a lot of gold and silver for the King and
Queen, soldier’s clothes for the Ghost, simpler clothes for Hamlet
and Ophelia. You will need some special equipment, too, like
swords. In some scenes, there are only two or three people
talking, but in others there are crowds. You will have to think
about where people sit or stand in the large rooms at court. And
you will also have to plan the big swordfight at the end.

Hamlet is a wonderful play. You can read it or act it. But have

fun and enjoy it!
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The People in the Play

HAMLET, Prince of Denmark
Craupius, King of Denmark, Hamlet’s uncle

GERTRUDE, Queen of Denmark, Hamlet’s mother
PoLon1us, the most important man at the King’s court

OruELiA, Polonius’s daughter
LAERTES, Polonius’s son
Tue Guost of Hamlet’s father

Horario, Hamlet’s friend

RoseNcRrANTZ, Hamlet’s old schoolfriend
GuILDENSTERN, Hamlet’s old schoolfriend
MARCELLUS, a soldier, Hamlet’s friend

Qsric, a lord at the King’s court

VOLTEMAND, the King's messenger to Norway
CorNELIUS, the King’s messenger to Norway
FORTINBRAS, Prince of Norway

FirsT ACTOR
SECOND ACTOR
THIRD ACTOR

BARNARDO, a soldier

A WORKMAN

A SAILOR

A MESSENGER at the King's court
A MESSENGER from England

A CHURCHMAN

OrrER LOrDS and LapiEs at the King’s court
SERVANTS at the King’s court

Sorpieks and OFFICERS at the King's court
SoLpiers with Fortinbras
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Act 1 The Ghost on the Castle Wall

Scene 1 The largest room in the King’s castle

[ There is a platform at one end of the room, with beautiful chairs for
the King and Queen. Polonius, Laertes, Hamlet, Ophelia, Voltemand,
Cornelius and other lords and ladies are waiting around the platform.
Music plays. Claudius and Gertrude come in and stand on the

platform in front of their chairs.]

Craupius [to everybody]: The memory of our king, my dear

brother, is still fresh in all our hearts. The sadness of his death
will be with us for ever, but we must begin to think of other
things. So, with one eye wet and the other eye dry, I have
taken my brother’s sister, the Queen, as my wife. We married
with your permission, and for this we thank you. But some
people think that our grief has made us weak. Young
Fortinbras of Norway is planning to attack our country. He
wants to take back from us his father’s lost land. This is land
that my brother won honestly and bravely many years ago.
[holding up a letter| I have written to young Fortinbras’s uncle,
the King of Norway. The old King is weak, and cannot leave
his bed. He knows nothing about his nephew’s unlawful plans
for war against us. [fo Cornelius and Volternand] Take this letter
to the King as quickly as you can. We do not have much time.
[ Voltemand and Cornelius take the letter and leave. Claudius turns
to Laertes with a warm smile.] And now, Laertes, you have
something to ask me? No man at this court is more important
to me than your father, so do not be shy. Tell me what you
warnt.

LAERTES: My Lord, I came back to Denmark to see you become

king. Now I would like to return to France.

Craupius [to Polonius]: Does he have your permission?



Poronius: With a heavy heart, I agree.

Craupius [fo Laertes]: You have my permission, too. [turning to
Hamlet] But now, my nephew Hamlet, and my son . . .

HAMLET [angrily to himself]: I am more than a nephew, but less
than a son!

Craupius: Why are you still so unhappy?

HAMLET [with a cold smile]: How can 1 be unhappy, my Lord, when
you are so kind to me?

GERTRUDE [sofily]: Dear Hamlet, stop wearing those black clothes
and be friendly to our new king. You must stop feeling sad
about your father. We all have to die one day.

"Hamrisr [coldly]: Yes, Madam, we do. But my grief is more than

just black clothes, sad speeches and eyes full of tears. My grief
is real. Tt is inside me. You cannot see the true sadness in my
heart.

Crauptus: All men lose their fathers, and a son must feel sadness.
But too much sadness is not the grief of a real man. It is a
crime against God, against the dead, even a crime against
reason. So throw away this useless grief and think of me as
your father. After me, you will be the next king. And my love
for you is as great as the love of a father for his son. I know
that you want to return to your studies in Wittenberg. But I
want you to stay here with me. Then [ can see you every day.
You are the most important person at my court.

GERTRUDE: Stay here with us, Hamlet. Don’t go to Wittenberg.

Hamrer [to Gertrude]: I will do what you ask, Madam.

Craupius [smiling at Gertrude]: Come, Madam. Hamlet’s sensible
words have pleased my heart. Let’s open the wine and drink to
our happiness and to the health of Denmark!

[Music plays. Everybody leaves except Hamlet. |

HaMLET [angrily and unhappily]: Why is it against God’s law for
2 man to kill himself? Oh God, the world seems a tired,

(R9]

empty, useless place to me! How can things go so wrong
so quickly? My father’s only been dead for two months. He
was a wonderful king, and so loving to my mother. He was
everything to her. But less than a month after his death — oh,
I can’t even think of it! Weakness, your name is Woman! Less
than a month after his death, this grief-filled woman married
my uncle! Less than a month — before the salt of her dishonest
tears turned her eyes red! Oh, what a wicked woman, to hurry
so quickly to the bed of her dead husband’s brother! My heart
is breaking, [noticing the arrival of Horatio, Marcellus and Barnardo]
but it must break quietly. I must say nothing more.

Horatio: Greetings, my Lord.

HaMLET [smiling]: Horatio! What are you doing in Elsinore? [
thought you were in Wittenberg.

Horatio: My Lord, I came when I heard about your father’s
death.

HaAmLET [quietly]: Yes, that was the worst day of my life.

HoraTt10: [ saw your father once. He was a good king.

Hamier: He was a man. There won't be a man like him again.

Horatio [nervously]: My Lord, I think I saw him last night.

HAMLET [surprised]: Saw? Who?

Horatio: The King, your father. Three nights ago, these two
good men, Marcellus and Barnardo, saw your father’s ghost
while they were on guard on the castle wall. They saw him
again the next night. Dressed like a soldier, he walked past
them slowly. He then disappeared into the shadows as they
watched. Last night, I joined them on guard and I saw him
too. It was exactly as they described it. It was your father.

HaMmLET: Did you speak to him?

Horat10: We did, my Lord, but he didn’t reply.

Hamier: Did he look angry?

Horat1o: More sad than angry.

Hamrer: What colour was his beard?



Horat1o: The same as when he was alive — black mixed with
silver,

HaMLET [excitedly]: I'll join you on guard tonight. Perhaps he'll
come again. If it is my father, I'll speak to him. But please,
don't tell anyone about this. It must be our secret. I'll meet you
on the castle wall just before midnight. Until then, goodbye.
[Horatio, Marcellus and Barnardo leave.] My father’s ghost!
Dressed like a soldier! All is not well. No good will come of
this. Something bad’s going to happen — and nothing in the
world will stop it. [He leaves. ]

Scene 2 Ophelia’s room in the castle

[In the room are a bed, a chair and a table with a mirror on it.
Ophelia is sitting at the mirror, tidying her hair. Polonius comes in.)

PoroNIus [angrily|: I've heard that you and Hamlet are spending a
lot of time together. If it’s true, I'm not happy. Be honest with
me. What's happening between you and Hamlet?

OrneLiA [sofily]: He’s shown many signs of love for me.

Poronius [pulling Ophelia to her feet and shaking her roughly by the
arms|: Signs of love? You speak like a child. You're too young to
understand the real meaning of these things. Do vou believe
these signs’, as you call them?

OPHELIA [shaking her head and crying]: I don’t know, my Lord.

Poronius: These ‘signs’ of love are not the real thing. You must
be more careful, or you’ll get into trouble.

OrpnELia: My Lord, he's always acted well towards me. When he
speaks of love, he seems to mean ir.

Poronius: I'm sure he does. When a young man’s blood burns
with love, his tongue easily finds fine words. But believe me,
these words have no meaning. I order you to stay away from
him. [turning away and pulling her by the arm| Now, come with

me.

OpHELIA [unhappily|: All right, my Lord.
[ They leave. |

Scene 3 The castle wall at night

[There is a_full moon and the ground is covered with snow. Hamlet,
Horatio and Marcellus arrive.|

HAMLET: It’s cold out here. What time 1s 1t?
MarcEeLLus: Twelve o’clock.

[ The Ghost arrives.]

Horatio [excitedly]: Look, my Lord, it’s here.

HAMLET [seeing the Ghost|: God help us! Are you from Heaven or
from Hell? King, Father, speak to me! Why has your dead
body left your grave? Why do you walk around in the
moonlight in soldiers’ clothes?

['The Ghost makes a sign with his finger for Hamlet to follow]

Horatio: 1t’s calling you. It has a secret to tell you.

MARCELLUS: [t wants you to follow it. But don’t go.

HamrEeT: If it refuses to speak to me here, I must follow it.

Horatio [nervously]: No, my Lord!

HamLET [calmly]: Why not? I'm not afraid of it.

Marcerrus [holding Hamlet’s arm]: You mustn’t go!

HAMLET [angrily]: Take your hands oft me! I'll make a ghost of
anyone who tries to stop me!

[Marcellus takes his hands away. The Ghost leaves and Hamlet
follows.]

Horatio: He listening too much to his imagination.
Marcerrus: We must follow him. We have to protect him.

[ They leave.]



Scene 4 A dark, snowy forest
[Hamlet arrives, following the Ghost.]

HaMLET [stopping]: Where are you taking me? Speak, or I refuse
to walk another step.

GHOST [stopping and turning round]: T am the ghost of your father.
[ have to spend my nights in darkness and my days in the fires
of Hell until someone has paid for the crime against me. Listen
to me, and listen to me well. If you love your father, you must
punish his murderer.

HaMmLET [arying]: Oh, God! Murder?

GHOST: Yes, the worst kind of murder. It was reported that I was
killed by a wild animal in the garden. But that is a lie. My
murderer was the animal who 1s now the king.

Hamteer: | knew 1t! My uncle?

Guost: Yes. With his clever words and wicked mind, he won
the heart of my queen. I loved her with an honest heart,
but now she has accepted the love of a dog! She is a weak
woman., But morning is near — [ must hurry with my story.
One afternoon, I was sleeping in my garden as usual. While
I was asleep, your uncle poured poison into my ears. In this
way, I was robbed of my life, my country and my queen. If yvou
love your father, you must punish his wicked brother for his
crime. But do not lift an angry hand against your mother.
Leave her for God to judge. Now it i1s almost morning and I
must hurry away. Goodbye, my son, goodbye. Remember me.
[He leaves. )

Hamver [holding his head and crying]: Oh, Heaven, Earth — yes,
even Hell — what new suffering can you throw at me? But |
must be strong. Remember you? Oh yes, dear Father. None of
my other memories are important to me now. I will not rest
until I have revenge!

‘Oh, God! Murder?’



[Horatio and Marcellus arrive. |

Horat1O [worried]: Heaven protect him! What news, my Lord?

HAMLET [smiling strangely]: Oh, wonderful!

Horatio: That’s good, my Lord. Tell us.

Hamrer: No, because you'll tell others about it.

Horatio [surprised and hurt]: We won’t, my Lord!

Hamier [wildly]: No one will ever believe what the ghost has
just told me. There’s no one more wicked in all Denmark.
But lets go our different ways — you to your business, I to
mine.

Horatio: These are wild words, my Lord.

Hamret: 'm sorry if you feel bad.

HoraTio: There’s no reason for us to feel bad, my Lord.

Hamegr: Oh, there is, Horatio! But, good friends, will you do one
last thing for me? Tell no one what you've seen tonight.

Horatio and MARCELLUS: We promise.

HAMLET [taking out his sword]: Promise on my sword.

Horatio [coldly]: We’ve already promised, my Lord.

Guost’s VoIcE [ from below the stage]: Promise on his sword!

Hamier [laughing]: Ha, ha. Did you hear that voice from under
the ground?

Horat1o [ frightened |: Oh, this 1s very strange.

Hamrer: There are more things in Heaven and Earth than you've
ever dreamt of, Horatio. After this, you'll think I'm strange too,
even crazy. But it will be an act — it won't be real. You’ll know
my secret, but you mustn’t tell. Now promise.

Marcerrus and Horatio | putting their hands on Hamlet’s sword]:
We promise.

Hamier: So, dear friends, let’s go back to the castle together.
Remember, not a word to anyone. These are strange times.
But the unhappiest time of all was the day that I was born.

[They leave.]

Act 2 The Mad Prince

Scene 1 Polonius’s room in the castle

[In the room are a bed, a desk with books, pens and paper on it, and
a simple wooden chair. Polonius is sitting at the desk. Ophelia comes

in, looking frightened.)

Porontius [standing up, worried]: Ophelia, what’s the matter?

OpneLia: Oh, my Lord, I'm so frightened. While 1 was sitting in
my room, Lord Hamlet came in with a crazy look 1n his eyes.

Poronius: What did he say to you?

OpuELia: He took me by the wrist and looked at me strangely
for a long time. Then, without a word, he walked out of the
room, looking at me over his shoulder.

Poronius: This seems to be the madness of love. Have you been
unkind to him since I last saw you?

OpHELIA: | only did what you told me. I sent back all his letters
and refused to see him.

Poronius: I'm sorry, Ophelia. Perhaps I was wrong about him. I
was afraid that he was just playing with you. I didn’t want him
to hurt you. We must tell the King about this immediately.

[They leave.]

Scene 2 A large room in the castle

[In the room are a large fireplace, a long table and many comfortable
chairs. Pictures, swords and mirrors are hanging on the walls. There are
two doors: the main double doors, and a small door at the back of
the room. Claudius and Gertrude are standing in the middle of the
room. Their servants are waiting behind them. Rosencrantz and

Guildenstern come in through the main doors. |

Craupius: Welcome, dear Rosencrantz and Guildenstern. It is
always good to see you. But I called you here for an urgent

9



reason. You have heard about the change in Prince Hamlet?
He is acting very strangely. I cannot understand the reason for
it, but perhaps it is still sadness at his father’s death. You are two
of his oldest friends. Spend some time with him. He will feel
comfortable in your company. If you can discover the reasons
for his strangeness, it will help us all.

GerTrRUDE: There is nobody that my son likes more than you. If
you can help us, we shall both be very grateful.

GUILDENSTERN: We are proud to help.

GerrrUDE: Could you visit my poor son immediately? [to fwo of
the servants] Take these two men to Hamlet.

[Rosencrantz and Guildenstern leave with the servants. Voltemand
and Cornelius come in with Poloniys.]

Craupius: Welcome, my dear friends. What news from Norway?

VoLtEMAND: The old King was very sad and angry when he read
your letter. He told his nephew to stop his plans for war
against us immediately. Fortinbras agreed, and this pleased the
King. So he gave his nephew permission to take his soldiers
into Poland. [giving Claudius a letter] He requests permission
for Fortinbras and his soldiers to pass quietly through our
country.

Craupius [looking quickly at the letter]: This is good news, but I
will think about it later. Thank you for your excellent work.
Go and rest. Tonight we shall eat together and have a party!

[ Voltemand and Cornelius go out, leaving the main doors open. |

Poronius: 1 have more good news for you, my Lord and Lady.
[ have discovered why Prince Hamlet is acting strangely. He
is mad with love for my daughter. [holding up a letter] She has
given me this. Listen, and you will understand. [reading] To
beautiful Ophelia, I have little skill with words. I do not have the
language to describe my pain. But I love you. I am yours for ever, my

10

dear Lady, for long as this body is mine. Hamlet. [looking up from the
letter] My daughter showed me this letter immediately, and all
the others that he has sent.

Craupius: How has she received these words of love?

Porontus: I told her to lock herself in her room and to receive
no messengers or gifts. She wisely followed my orders. As a
result, the Prince fell into sadness. He stopped eating and
sleeping. In the end, he became the madman that we all pity
today.

Craupius [to Gertrude]: Do you think this is true?

GERTRUDE [sadly]: It seems possible.

Poronrtus: [ will prove that I am right.

Craupius: How?

Poronius: You know that he likes to walk alone around this
castle — sometimes for many hours?

GERTRUDE: Yes, I have noticed.

Poronius: I will send my daughter to him during one of these
walks. We can hide in the shadows and watch them. If I am
wrong about his love for my daughter, I will become a farmer.

Crauprus: All right. Let’s see what happens.

[Flamlet comes in through the open main doors, reading a book.]

GERTRUDE [quietly]: Look. There’s the poor boy.

Porontus: Forgive me, my Lord and Lady, but you must go
quickly. Leave me to speak to him alone. [Claudius and
Gertrude leave through the small door at the back of the room.] How
are you, my Lord Hamlet?

Hamrer: Well, thank God.

Poronius: Do you know who I am?

Hamriet: [ know you very well. You're a fish-seller.

Porontus: No, I'm not.

Hamier: Thats a pity, because fish-sellers are very honest men.
Have you got a daughter?



Poronius: I have, my Lord.

Hamrer: She must stay out of the sun. Its dangerous for her
health.

Porontus [quictly to himself]: He’s completely mad. But when I
was young, I also suffered for love. I was almost as mad as he is
now. I'll speak to him again. [to Hamlet] What are you reading,
my Lord?

HamLer: Words, words, words.

Poronius: What are they about?

Hamrer: Lies. The writer says here that old men have grey
beards, small minds and weak legs. It 1s, of course, all true. But
it’s wrong to write about it.

PoLoNTus [quietly to himself]: He’s mad, but he’s not stupid. rn
leave him now, and send my daughter to him. [fo Hamlef] My
Lord, I must go now. Goodbye. [He leaves through the main
doors. |

Hamrrt [quietly to himself ]: Stupid old man!

[ Guildenstern and Rosencrantz come it ]

GUILDENSTERN and ROSENCRANTZ: My dearest Lord!

Hamier [smiling]: My dear friends, how are you both? What
brings you to Elsinore?

ROSENCRANTZ: We came to visit you, my Lord.

HamLer: Was this your idea, or did someone ask you to come?

GUITDENSTERN [laughing nervously]: What do you mean, my Lord?

HaMmieT [suddenly serious]: The King and Queen wrote to you,
didn’t they?

GUILDENSTERN |looking at the ground): Yes, my Lord.

Hamrer: And T can tell you why. During the last few days, I've felt
very strange. The world has lost all meaning. Nothing seems
beautiful. Men can’t please me [Rosencrantz laughs.| and women
can'’t either.

RosENCRANTZ: My Lord, we didn't know.

Words, words, words.



HaMLET: So why did you laugh when I said, ‘Men can’t please me’?

ROSENCRANTZ: Because we passed a group of actors on our way
to the castle. Theyre coming here to act for you. If men can't
please you, you won't enjoy their play very much.

Hamrer [suddenly interested]: But I like plays. Who are the actors?

[ There is the sound of music outside.|

GuipensTERN: Theyre arriving now.

HAMLET [shouting loudly into the air towards the window]: My good
men, welcome to Elsinore! 1 must politely shake your hands,
because you'll see me acting strangely later. My actions will
seem funnier than your play. [quietly to Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern] You see, I've played a joke on my uncle-father
and aunt-mother.

GUILDENSTERN: A joke, my Lord?

Hamrer: They think that I'm crazy. But I'm only crazy some of
the time. Now, my good friends, I'll see you later tonight.
Welcome to Elsinore.

RosencraNTz and  GuitpeEnsTErN: Thank you, my Lord.
Goodbye. [ They leave.]

Hamrer: Now I'm alone, a prisoner of my thoughts. Oh, what a
useless man [ am! I'm the least brave of men. If I'm so brave,
why haven’t | taken my revenge? Why haven't I killed my
father’s murderer and fed his body to the birds? [wildly] Oh,
my uncle is a wicked man, with my father’s blood on his
hands! Wicked, heartless man! I must have revenge! [suddenly
calm] But it’s possible that I'm wrong. How can I be sure that it
was an honest ghost? In my grief, perhaps I made a mistake.
Perhaps it wasn't really the ghost of my father. No, I must be
completely sure. I must think of a plan . . . [thinking] I've heard
that a good play can sometimes show the wicked secrets in a
bad man’s heart. I'll ask the actors for a story which is similar
to the murder of my father. If the Ghost’s words are true, the
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play will make my uncle nervous. Yes, the play’s the key to
the secrets of his heart. [He leaves.)

Act 3 Dark Secrets

Scene 1 The same large room in the castle

[Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Ophelia, Rosencrantz  and
Guildenstern come in.|

Craupius [fo Rosencrantz and Guildenstern]: So you have no idea
why he is so crazy?

RosencranTz: He says that he feels worried. But he didn't tell us
why:

GUILDENSTERN: When we ask him questions, he acts strangely.

GerTRUDE: Did he welcome you warmly?

ROSENCRANTZ: Very politely.

GUILDENSTERN: But it was difficult for him.

GertrUDE: Did you try to make him happy?

ROSENCRANTZ: Madam, we passed a group of actors on our way
here. When we told him about them, he seemed very pleased.
They are going to act a play for him tonight.

PoroN1us [fo Claudius and Gertrude]: That’s true. And he asked me
to invite you both to see the play.

Craupius: This is good news. [fo Rosencrantz and Guildenstern]
Go to him and interest him in the play as much as you can.

RoseNcranTz: We will, my Lord.

[Rosencrantz and Guildenstern leave.|

Craupius: Sweet Gertrude, leave us too. Polonius and I have sent
for Hamlet to come here. He will have an ‘accidental’ meeting
with Ophelia, and we will listen to their conversation from the

next room. Then we can judge the real reason for his madness.
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Gertrube: | shall do what you ask. [to Ophelia] 1 hope that my
son’s wildness is a result of his love for you. Then, with
sweetness and kindness, you can make him well again. [She
leaves through the main doors.|

POLONIUS |taking Ophelia to a chair]: Ophelia, sit here. [giving her a
Bible] Read this. Hamlet will understand why you're alone.
Now I can hear him coming, [to Claudius] Let’s hide, my Lord.

| Polonius and Claudius hide behind the small door at the back of the

room. Hamlet comes in through the main doors.|

HAMLET [fo himself |: To be, or not to be? That’ the question. Is it
better to suffer bad luck in silence? Or is it better to fight 1t?
Neither of them matter. When we die, we sleep — nothing
more. Sleep will end the heartache and the pain of life. It’s
the best way to end our suffering. To die, to sleep, perhaps
to dream — ah, that’s the problem. Who knows what terrible
dreams wait for us after death? Some of us are unhappy with
the pain of life. But we're afraid that the pain of death will be
even worse. Death is an undiscovered country. It frightens us.
No traveller ever returns. We prefer to suffer the known
problems of life than to escape to the unknown problems of
death. But it’s bad to think too much about this. We become
weak, and all our thoughts of action disappear. [He notices
Ophelia.] But here’s my fair Ophelial Beaudiful child,
remember me when you speak to God.

OpnELIA: My good Lord, how are you today?

HAMLET [with great politeness]: Very well, thank you.

OpngLiA: 1 have more letters from you. I've wanted to return
them to you for a long time. [holding out the letters] Please take
them.

HaMLET [shaking his head]: I never sent you any letters.

OpHELIA [unable to understand|: My Lord, you know very well that
they're yours. Please take them.
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HamLeT: Are you an honest woman?

OpHer1A: | don'’t understand.

Hamier: An honest woman must forget that she’s pretty.
Prettiness can make an honest woman bad, but honesty cannot
make a pretty woman good. In the past, I found that hard to
believe. Now I know that it’s true. I was in love with you.

OprHELIA: | believed you.

HamLET: You were wrong to believe me. I didn’t love you.

OPHELIA [sadly]: Then I was wrong.

HaMIET [softly]: Give your life to God. You mustn’t mix with
men or be the mother of their children. Men lie. Believe none
of us. Give your life to God and work for the Church. [He
hears a noise behind the small door and looks at Ophelia angrily.]
Where’s your father?

OpnELIA: At home, my Lord.

Hamrer [angrily]: Lock him in. Then no one will see how stupid
he is. Goodbye.

OpHELIA [lifting her hands to the sky and erying]: Oh, help him, dear,
sweet Heaven!

Hamier [angrily]: Go to a church! Go now! Or if you have to
marry, marry a stupid man. Wise men understand too well
how women can lie to them. To the church — go now!

QOpHELIA: Please, God, make him well!

Hameier: I've heard about the way that you women paint your
faces. God has given you one face, but you paint another face
on yourselves. You dance when you walk. You sing when you
speak. You want men to believe that you know nothing. I've
had enough of it. Its made me crazy. No more talk about
marriage. Join a church! [He leaves through the main doors.|

Opueria: Oh, how can a great man fall so low? A prince, a
student, a soldier, the flower of his country, the mirror of
everyone’s dreams — all gone! He was so brave, clever and
beautiful. He was the most perfect of men. He filled my ears
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with the sweet music of his promises. But now he fills them
with the crazy words of a broken mind. Oh, why did this
terrible thing have to happen?

| Claudius and Polonius come in through the small door.|

Craupius: Love? I do not think so. His words were a bit wild,
but not completely crazy. His sadness sits on something secret
in his heart, in the same way that a bird sits on its eggs. [ am
worried, because there is something dangerous inside those
egos. I must do something quickly before they open. I shall
send him immediately to England. The journey and the
change of scene will help him. He will soon forget about his
problems and return a happy man. What do you think?

Poronius: A good idea. But I still believe that love is the reason
for his madness. [fo Ophelia] Are you all right, Ophelia? You
don’t have to tell us what Lord Hamlet said. We heard it all. [fo
Clandius] My Lord, with your permission, could the Queen
talk to her son in private after the play? She can speak to him
honestly, and perhaps discover the true reason for his grief. I
will hide behind a curtain and listen to their conversation. If
she fails to discover the secret of his unhappiness, you can send
him to England.

Craupius: I agree. It is dangerous when important people lose
their minds. We must watch them carefully.

[ They leave.]

Scene 2 Another large room in the castle

| There is a stage at one end of the room facing empty chairs. Hamlet
and Horatio come in from different sides of the stage.]

Hamigr [happily]: Horatio! I'm glad to see you.
Horatio: My Lord.

HAMLET: | have something to tell you. There’s a play tonight in
front of the King. I've chosen one with a scene that shows
something very similar to my father’s death. When the actors
are doing that scene, watch my uncle carefully. If the Ghost
was honest, the wicked secret in my uncle’s heart will show
on his face. I'll watch him carefully, too. After the play, we’ll
compare judgements. But quick! They’re coming. I must seem
calm. Go to your place.

[1o the sound of music, Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Ophelia,
Rosencrantz, Guildenstern, and many lords and ladies come in and
sit down around the stage.]

Craupius: How is everything, dear Hamlet?

Hamrer: The food is good. I am eating the promise-filled air.
You cannot feed chickens with that.

Craupius: I understand nothing of your answer.

HAMLET [fo Rosencrantz]: Are the actors ready?

RosENcraNTZ: Yes, my Lord. They are waiting for permission to
begin.

GEerTRUDE: Come, Hamlet, sit next to me.

Hamier: No thank you, Mother. I'd prefer to sit here. [He sits
next to Opbhelia.] |playfully to Ophelia] Lady, can I lie across
your knees?

OPHELIA [her face going red]: You are joking, my Lord.

Hamrer: What can a man do in this company if he can’t joke?
Look at my mother. She’s happy, and my father’s only been
dead for two hours.

OpnELia: He died four months ago.

HaMmLET: As long ago as that? So I can put away my black clothes
and wear colourful suits again?

[Music plays. Tivo actors come onto the stage dressed as a king and
queen. |
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FIRST ACTOR [as the King]:
My love, I have to say goodbye
And sail to foreign lands.
Don’t be sad if T die.
Marry another man.
SECOND ACTOR [as the Queen]:
A second marriage? Oh, my dear,
Don't speak to me like this.
I will never want to feel
A second husbands kiss!
FirsT ACTOR [as the King]:
But stranger things have happened.
When a much-loved husband dies,
A second love soon fills
A woman’s heart and eyes.
Now I'll sleep here by the flowers.
SECOND ACTOR |as the Queen]:
Death will never kill a love like ours.

[ The ‘King’ sleeps. The ‘Queen’ leaves the stage.]

Hamrer [to Gertrude]: How do you like the play?

GErTRUDE: | think that the lady makes too many promises.

Hamrer: Oh, but she’ll keep them all.

Crauptus: What 1s this play about?

HamLer: Its about the murder of a king in Vienna. Its a
frightening story. But honest men like us have nothing to
worry about. Only people with wicked secrets in their hearts
will feel afraid. [A third actor comes onto the stage with a small
bottle in his hand.] This is Lucianus, the King’s nephew.

THIRD ACTOR [as Lucianus):

The garden is empty, the bottle is full,

No one can see, no one can hear.

| He goes down on his knees next to the ‘King’.]
The palace, the country and Queen will be mine
With one drop of poison in his sleeping ear.
[He pours the poison into the ear of the ‘King'.]
HAMLET [to Claudius]: You’'ll see now how he wins the love of the
dead King’s wife.

| Claudius stands up angrily. His body is shaking and his face is pale.]

HaMLET [smiling]: What? Frightened by a play?

GERTRUDE [nervously to Claudius]): What's the matter, my Lord?
Poronius [fo the actors]: Stop the play!

Craupius: Give me some light. Away from here!

PoroNtus [shouting]: Lights! Lights! Lights!

[Everyone leaves except Hamlet and Horatio. ]

HAMLET [excitedly]: Oh, good Horatio, did you see?

Horat10: I saw everything, my Lord.

Hameer: So the King doesn’t enjoy plays. What a pity! [loudly]
Come, let’s have some music!

[Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come in.]

GuILDENSTERN: My Lord, the King . . .

HAMLET [coldly polite]: Yes, sir, what’s the matter?

GUILDENSTERN: He’s in his room and he’s sick. The Queen’s very
worried and has sent me to you.

HamireT: You're very welcome.

GuILDENSTERN: No, sir. You don’t understand. I need a sensible
answer.

Hameer: Sir, [ cannot give you a sensible answer because I'm il
in the head. But I'll give you the best answer that I can. What
does my mother want?



ROSENCRANTZ: She wants to speak to you in her room before you
go to bed.

Hamcer: [ will go. [very coldly] Do you have any more business
with me?

ROSENCRANTZ: Why are you so unfriendly to us? You lock the
door on your own happiness if you can't talk freely to your
friend.

HameLer: Sir, I see no future.

ROSENCRANTZ: But you will be the next king of Denmark!

HamLeT: Yes, but while the grass grows, the hungry horse dies.
[An actor comes in carrying some musical pipes.] Ah, pipes! [to
the actor] Give one to me. [He takes a pipe and offers it to
Guildenstern.] Will you play on this for me?

GUILDENSTERN: My Lord, I cannot. I don’t know how to play.

Hameet: It’s as easy as lying. Cover these holes with your fingers
and thumb, and send air through it from your mouth. You'll
hear the most beautiful music.

GuiLpENSTERN: But I don'’t have the skill.

HAMLET [suddenly angry]: But you have the skill to play me! Make
the right moves and you’'ll discover the secret music of my
heart? Am I really easier to play than this pipe? You can try, but

you'll never get music from me!
[ Polonius comes in.]

HAaMLET [suddenly friendly]: Greetings, sir!

Poronius: My Lord, the Queen would like to see you
immediately.

Hamrer [looking through a window at the sky]: Do you see that
cloud? It’s shaped like a fish.

PoLoNtus [looking through the window): Yes, it is like a fish.

Hamegt: [ think it’s a sheep.

Poronius: It has a back like a sheep.

Hamret: Or like a horse.
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Porontus: Yes, very like a horse.

HAMLET [turning away from the window sadly]: I'll go to my mother
SOON.

Porontus: I will tell her. [He leaves.|

HAMLET [to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern): Leave me, friends. [ They
leave.] Now is the darkest time of the night. The ground opens
wide and Hell sends its sickness out into the world. I'm thirsty
for blood. I'm ready for the business that I have to do. Away,
now, to my mother. But I must stay calm. The sharpness of
knives will be in my words, not in my hands. [He leaves. ]

Scene 3 Claudius’s room

[In the room are a large bed, a table and a lot of other expensive
furniture. Claudius, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come in.]

Craupius: You will go to England with a secret letter for the
King. You will sail tomorrow morning, and take Hamlet with
you. He is becoming more and more dangerous. My position
as king is not safe while he is here.

GUILDENSTERN: We will do it. A man must protect his king.

Craupius: Prepare for your journey immediately. We have to end
this danger quickly.

RoseNcraNTz: We will hurry. [ They leave.]

[Polonius comes in.|

Porontus: My Lord, he is going to his mother’s room. [ will listen
to them from behind a curtain. Then [ will report their
conversation to you before you go to bed.

Craupius: Thank you, my dear Lord. [Polonius leaves.] Oh, my
crime is wicked. It is the oldest and worst of crimes — a
brother’s murder. My hand is covered with my brother’s blood.
[sn’t there rain enough in the sweet sky to wash it clean? I
want to speak to God, but what can I say? ‘Forgive me for my
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brother’s murder’? I can’t say that. The murder has given me
my dreams, my country and my Queen. With these things,
[ can buy everything except God’s forgiveness. So what can [
do? How can I ask for forgiveness if I'm not really sorry? Oh,
my position is impossible! Help me, God! My heart’s as hard
as stone and my knees refuse to touch the ground, but I must
try to speak to you. If I succeed, perhaps everything will be all
right. [He goes slowly down on his knees by his bed and puts his
hands together.|

| The door opens quietly and Hamlet comes in.]

HAMIET [quietly to himself, with his hand on his sword]: 1 can easily
do it now, while he’s talking to God. [He moves quietly fowards
Claudius, then stops.] But if I kill him now, he’ll go straight to
Heaven. I need to think about this. A wicked man murders my
father and 1, his only son, send this same man to Heaven? No,
that’s not revenge. It will be better to wait. I'll kill him when
he’s drunk too much. Or when he’s angry, or in bed with my
mother. I want this man to go to Hell, not Heaven. I must be
patient. [quietly, looking at Claudius| Your words to God have
saved you now, but you won’t live much longer. [He leaves.)

CLAUDIUS [standing up sadly]: I speak the words, but there is no
feeling in them. Empty words will never reach God’s ears.

Scene 4 Gertrude’s bedroom

[In the room are a large, beautiful bed, chairs, and a table with a
mirror above it. Large, thick curtains are hanging across the window.
Gertrude and Polonius come in.|

PoLonius: Do not try to be kind to him. You have protected him
for too long. Tell him that his jokes must stop. I will say no
more — but please, do not be too soft with him.

HAMLET [ from outside the door|: Mother! Mother!
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GerrrupE: There he is. I will do what you say. Now you must

hide.

[Polonius hides behind one of the curtains. Gertrude sits down and

Hamlet comes in.|

HamLeT: Now, Mother, what’s the matter?

GerTRUDE: Hamlet, your father’s very angry with you.

HamLET: Mother, my father’s very angry with you.

GerTrRUDE: Why are you so rude?

Hamrer: Why are you so wicked?

GERTRUDE: What's the matter? Have you forgotten who I am?

Hamirer: Of course not! Youre the Queen, your husband’s
brother’s wife. And — poor me! — you're my mother.

GERTRUDE [standing up angrily]: 1 can’t speak to you when you're
like this.

Hamier: No, sit down. [He angrily pushes her down into her chair.
You're not leaving until I've shown you the wickedness of
your heart.

GERTRUDE [ frightened]: What are you going to do? Are you going
to murder me? [shouting] Help!

PoLoN1Us [ from behind the curtain]: Murder? Help!

HamLer [taking out his sword and looking at the curtain]: Ah! The
real criminal! Revenge at last!

[He pushes the sword through the curtain and kills Polonius. Polonius
falls to the floor with the curtain over his face.]

GERTRUDE [ putting her hands to her face and crying|: Oh, no! What
have you done?

Hameer: I don’t know. Is it the King?

GERTRUDE [angrily]: Oh, what a wicked, stupid act!

Hamier: Yes, a wicked act. Almost as bad, dear Mother, as
marrying your husband’s murderer.

GerTRUDE: My husband’s murderer?
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Hamier: Yes, that's what I said. [He goes down on one knee and
uncovers Polonius’s face.] [sadly] You silly man, what were you
doing here? I thought you were the King. [standing up slowly,
looking down at the body] But your death is your mistake.
You were listening to other people’s conversations. That’s a
dangerous game. [turning to Gertrude] Stop crying and sit
down. Save your grief for your real crime. Listen to yl)ur heart,
if it’s not already as hard as stone.

GERTRUDE: What have I done wrong? Why are you so unkind to
me?

HAMLET: Your wicked act has made a lie of everything good.
Its made the beautiful words of a wedding promise as Lngly as
the bad language of a drinker. Its taken the heart out of a
marriage. Its turned sweet religion into a meaningless list of
words. Heaven'’s face turns away with grief, and the Earth’s is
red with sickness at your act.

GERTRUDE: What act are you talking about?

HaMLET [showing her the small picture of his father around his neck]:
Look at this man, standing bravely like a god. This was your
husband — a real man! [showing her the small picture of Claudius
around her neck] Compare that man with this one. ‘Your new
husband is like a dying plant, poisoning the memory of his
perfect brother with his smell. Can’t you see? What judgement
has taken you from this [pointing to the picture of his ﬁ?r.;her] to
this [ pointing to the picture of Claudius]? What has robbed you
of your senses? Oh, crime, where is your punishment? If
Judgement is as weak as this in a sensible woman’s heart, what
hope is there of goodness in the world?

GERTRUDE [crying]: Oh, Hamlet, that’s enough. You've turned my
eyes into my own heart. Nothing can wash away the darkness
that [ see.

HAMLET: But still you sleep in a dirty bed. You make love in
sheets that smell of pigs.



GERTRUDE [holding his arm]: Stop it, sweet Hamlet! These words
are like knives in my ears.

HAMLET [pushing her away]: A murderer and a thief. A man who
stole the circle of gold from my father’s head.

GERTRUDE [crying]: Stop!

Hamier: A king with blood-covered clothes . .. [The ghost of
Hamlet’s father comes in and sits down in an empty chair.] [looking at
the Ghost] Save me and protect me, you heavenly guards!

GERTRUDE [to herself, unable to see the Ghost]: Oh, no. He’s really
mad.

HamLET [to the Ghost]: Do not be angry with your son. He still
remembers his promise to you.

Guost: Do not forget: be kind to your mother. She does not
understand what is happening. Speak softly to her.

HaMLET [softly to Gertrude]: How are you feeling, my Lady?

GERTRUDE [worried |: How are you feeling? Your eyes are wild and
your hair’s standing up on end. Oh, sweet son, be less angry
and more patient. Tell me, what can you see?

HAMLET [ pointing at the Ghost]: Do you see nothing there?

GerTRUDE: Nothing at all.

HAMLET: Do you fear nothing either?

GerTRUDE: No, nothing.

[The Ghost stands up and starts to leave. |
HAMLET: Look, it’s leaving. My father, in his everyday clothes.
| The Ghost leaves.)

GerRTRUDE: You're imagining it. Dreams seem real when your
mind is sick.

Hamret: Sick? My mind and body are as healthy as yours. [holding
his mother’s hand] I'm not mad. If you believe that, you're lying
to yourself. Don’t turn your eyes away from the darkness

inside you, or it will eat your heart. If you say sorry for your
past mistakes, goodness will return to all our lives.

GERTRUDE: Oh, Hamlet, you've cut my heart in two.

Hamier: Throw away the bad half, and live with the good, clean
half. Don’t go to my uncle’s bed. He'll soon accept that he
must spend his nights without you. I'll kiss you as your son
when you've asked God for forgiveness. [looking at Polonitis’s
body] And I'll ask God’s forgiveness for this. This accident is
Heaven’s way of punishing me. I'll take him away and think of
an excuse for his death. [looking at Gertrude| You know I have
to go to England?

GERTRUDE: It’s decided?

Hamier: Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are going with me, and
they have an unopened letter with the King’s secret orders.
They're working with the King against me, but I'll discover
their secret. Then I'll destroy them all together. [looking down
at Polonius’s body] Now, I'll take this body into the next room.
In life, this silly man spoke so many empty words. In death,
he looks so quiet and serious. [taking Polonius by the legs|
Come, sir, our conversations are finished. Goodnight, Mother.

[Hamlet pulls Polonius away. Gertrude follows him out of the room. |

Act 4 Wicked Plans

Scene 1 Claudius’s room
[Claudius and Gertrude come in.|

Craupius: You look unhappy. How’s your son?

GERTRUDE: As mad as a storm at sea. While he was shouting at
me, he heard a noise from behind the curtain, Without
thinking, he took out his sword. Then he killed good
Polonius.
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Craupius [angrily]: A terrible crime! But of course, he thought
that he was killing me. I have been too kind to him. Because I
tried to hide his madness, a good man has lost his life. Where
is Hamlet now?

Gerrrupe: He is taking away the body. But even in his madness,
there is still some good in him. He is very sorry about
Polonius’s death.

Craupius: [ shall send him away before the sun comes up. [calling|
Guildenstern! [Rosencrantz and Guildenstern come in.] Good
friends, Hamlet has killed Polonius and is trying to hide the
body. Find him immediately, and take the body into the
church. [Rosencrantz and Guildenstern hurry away.] Come,
Gertrude, we shall call our wisest friends and tell them the
terrible news. But we must be careful how we tell them. We
don’t want any punishment to fall on us. Come quickly!

[Claudius and Gertrude leave.

Scene 2 The castle stairs

[Hamlet comes down the stairs. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern meet
him at the bottom. |

ROsENCRANTZ: What have you done with the body, my Lord?

HaMIET [coldly]: How does a kings son reply when he’s
questioned by a dog?

ROSENCRANTZ: Are you calling me a dog, my Lord?

HaMLET: Yes, because you accept the King’s smiles and gifts, and
follow all his orders.

RoseNncranTZ: I don’t understand you, my Lord.

HamreT: Good. Clever words mean nothing to a stupid ear.

ROSENCRANTZ: My Lord, you must tell us where the body is.

Hamtrer: You'll have to catch me first!

[Hamlet runs away. Rosencrantz and Guildenstern hurry after him.]
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Scene 3 Claudius’s room

[Claudius is in the room with two or three servants. Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern come in.|

Craupius: What news?

ROSENCRANTZ: He will not tell us where the body is.

Craupius: But where is he?

ROSENCRANTZ: He is waiting outside, my Lord, under guard.

Craupius [shouting]: Bring him in! [Soldiers bring Hamlet in.]
Now, Hamlet, where’s Polonius?

HAMLET: At supper.

Craup1us |angrily]: At supper? Where?

HaMLET: He isn’t eating. Worms are eating him. Worms have the
best food in the world. The fat king with his country and
the thin man with no job are just different dishes in the same
meal. We all feed worms in the end.

Craupius [angrily]: Where is Polonius?

Hamier [smiling coldly]: In Heaven. Send a messenger to find
him. If he isn’t there, you can look for him in Hell. Or, if
you wait for a month, you’ll smell him somewhere near the
stairs.

Craup1us [fo the soldiers]: Look for him there. [The soldiers leave.]
Hamlet, I must send you away immediately. The ship is ready.
Your friends are waiting to take you to England.

Hamier: To England? Good. [turning away and laughing wildly)
Away to England! [to Claudius] Goodbye, dear Mother.

Craupius [coldly]: Your loving father, Hamlet.

Hamret: Father and mother are man and wife. They are one —
they are the same. And so, Mother, goodbye! [He leaves.]

Craupius [nervously to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern]: Follow him
on foot. I want him away tonight. Hurry! [Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern leave.] [to himself] Soon I want to hear news of
Hamlets death. Until then I cannot be happy. [He leaves.]
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Scene 4 The same large room as in act 2 scene 2

[ Gertrude is with Horatio. Ophelia comes in. Her eyes are wild and
she is smiling like a madwoman. |

GerTrUDE: What's the matter, Ophelia?
OPHELIA [singing|:
He is dead and gone, Lady.
He is dead and gone.
At his head a piece of grass,
At his feet, a stone.
GERTRUDE [softly]: Oh, Ophelia . . .
OPHELIA [singing|: His face as white as mountain snow —

[Claudius comes in through the small door.)

GERTRUDE [quietly to Claudius]: Listen to this, my Lord.
OPHELIA [singing]:

His body cold as ice.

There are no flowers on his grave

Or tears in people’s eyes.
Craubius [smiling sweetly]: How are you, my pretty Lady?
OpruiLia: We know what we are. Not what we can become.
Craunius [fo Gertrude]: She’s talking about her father.
OPHELIA [singing|:

Tomorrow is the day of love.

The sky i1s shining blue.

I'm standing at my window;,

Dreaming, Love, of you.
CrAuDIUS [very surprised and worried|: Pretty Ophelia!
OprHELIA [laughing, dancing and singing wildly]:

‘Why will you not marry me?’

the pretty young girl said.

‘There’s no need, the boy replied.

“You're already in my bed!”
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Craupius [to Gertrude]: How long has she been like this?

OPHELIA [laughing and dancing wildly]: T can'’t stop crying when [
think of him in the cold ground. My brother will hear of this.
So thank you for your kind words. Bring me my horse! Good
night, Ladies, goodnight. [She dances out of the room.]

Craupius [to Horatio]: Follow her and watch her carefully.
[Horatio leaves.] This is the poison of deep grief. It all comes
from her father’s death. Oh, Gertrude, one sadness quickly
follows another. First her father is killed, then your son is
gone. People are talking because we put Polonius into his
grave so quickly and secretly. Now poor Ophelia has lost her
mind and her brother has returned from France. This is worse
than a thousand deaths.

| There is a loud noise of shouting and fighting outside.

Crauvpius [nervously]: Where are my guards? They must stand by
the door! [A messenger arrives.| What’s the matter?

MESSENGER: Save yourself, my Lord. An angry crowd has broken
through the castle gates and is coming this way. Laertes is with
them, and they want him to be king!

[ There is a louder noise of fighting and shouting. The main doors open
suddenly and Laertes runs in with his followers. |

LAERTES [angrily, sword in hand]: Where’s the King? [Noticing the
King and Queen alone, he turns to his followers.] Wait outside, all
of you. And guard the door. [His followers leave. Laertes walks
towards the King and points his sword at his neck.] Give me my
father!

Craupius [ proud but nervous]: Stay calm, good Laertes. Tell me,
what is the reason for all this? Why are you so angry?

LAERTES: Where is my father?

Craupius: Dead.
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LaertEs: How did it happen? Don't play games with me. You're
the King, but I'm not afraid of you. It doesn’t matter what
happens to me in this world or the next. But I will have
revenge for my father!

Craupius: Good Laertes, in your revenge for your father’s death,
will you attack both his friends and enemies?

Lagrtes: Only his enemies.

CrLaup1us [smiling and pushing the sword away from his neck]: Now
you speak like a good son and an honest man. My heart is
filled with grief at your father’s death. I did not kill him.

[The small door opens and Ophelia comes in. Her clothes are dirty,
her hair is untidy. She walks slowly around the room, not looking at
anyone. She is talking quietly to herself]

LAERTES [realising that his sister is mad]: Someone’s going to pay
for this! [ going to Ophelia and speaking sofily] Kind sister, sweet
Opbhelia! Is it possible for a young girl’s mind to die as casily as
an old man’s body?

OPHELIA [singing]: There were no flowers on his grave,

But tears fell down like rain.
[smiling like a child, holding out her hand to Laertes] Here’s a
flower for memory, and here’s a flower for thought. A flower
of sadness for you, and another one for me. I wanted to give
you a flower of love. But it died when my father died.

LAERTES: Her meaningless words shine like stars in the darkness of
Hell.

OPHELIA [dancing away and singing]:

Will he not come back again?
No, no, he will never come again. [She leaves.]

LAERTES [shouting to Claudius]: Did you see that? Oh, God!

Craup1Us [calmly]: Laertes, I understand your grief, but I am not
your father’s murderer. If you can prove me wrong, I will give
you everything, even my life.
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LAERTES: If you are not his murderer, who is? Why was his death
so secret? Why are there no flowers on his grave? I will not rest
until I have found the answer to these questions.

Craubius: And I will help you to find them. Then you will have
my permission to bring your sword down on his murderer’s
head. Please, come with me.

[They leave.]

Scene 5 Inside the castle gates

|12 is a cold, grey afternoon. Horatio is dressed warmly, walking in the
snow. A sailor comes in.]

SAILOR: | have a letter for you, sir. It is from a man who was
sailing to England. If your name is Horatio, it is for you.

HORATIO [taking the letter and reading|: Horatio, robbers attacked us at
sea two days out of Denmark. During the fight, I climbed onto the
robbers’ ship and became their prisoner. They freed me in return for my
promise of help. This man has letters for the King. After he has given
them to him, he will bring you to me. Hurry! I have news for you that
you will not believe. Hamlet. [to the sailor] Take your letters to the
King. Then take me immediately to the man who gave them
to you.

[They leave.]

Scene 6 Claudius’s room
[Claudius and Laertes are sitting at the table.]

Craupius: You have listened intelligently to the facts. Now you
must think of me as your friend. Your father’s murderer really
wanted to kill me.

LAERTES: But why haven’t you punished him?

Crauvpius: For two reasons. First, the Queen, his mother, loves
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him very much. She is important to me, and I do not want to
hurt her. Second, he is very popular with the ordinary people
in this country. He can do nothing wrong in their eyes, so I
cannot openly punish him.

LAERTES: Death has taken my dear, good father, and madness has
taken my perfect sister. But my revenge will come.

Craupius: Do not worry about that. [ have made plans, and you
will soon hear more. I loved your father as I love myself. [A
messenger arrives with letters.] But what news is this?

MEsSENGER: Letters, my Lord, from Hamlet. These are for you,
and this one is for the Queen.

CrLAuDpIUS [angry and surprised|: From Hamlet? Who brought
them?

MESSENGER: A sailor, my Lord, but I did not see him.

CrAUDIUS [faking the letters]: Laertes, you can hear them. [to the
messenger] Leave us. [The messenger leaves. Claudius reads the first
letter.] I am coming back to Denmark. Very soon, I shall request
permission to speak to you. Then I shall explain the reasons for
my sudden and even stranger return. Hamlet. [looking nervously at
Laertes] What does this mean?

LAerTES: I do not know. But I am glad he has returned. I want to
call him ‘murderer’ to his face.

Craupius: I have an idea that will give you your revenge. We can
punish him in a way that will look like an accident. Even his
mother will not know what we have planned.

LAERTES [interested]: 1 want to be the one who punishes him.

Craupius: Perfect! While you were away in France, reports
reached this country of your wonderful sword-fighting skills,
When Hamlet heard these reports, he felt angry. He hoped for
your sudden return. He wanted to test his skill with a sword
against yours. Now Hamlet is going to return. What would
you most like to do to him?

LAERTES [angrily]: Cut his neck open in the church!
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Craupius: No place, not even a church, can protect a murderer
from his punishment. But, good Laertes, listen to me. Stay
away from Hamlet when he first arrives. I will send people to
talk to him about your skill with the sword. He will become
excited and want to fight you. Before the fight, you can
secretly take the protector off your sword. Then you can take
revenge on him for the death of your father.

Laertes: [ will do it. And I have some poison that I can put on
the end of my sword. I only have to touch him with it and he
will die.

Craupius: If our plan fails, I have another idea. He will become
hot and thirsty during a long, hard fight. I will put some
poison in a drink and offer it to him. [The door opens.] Quiet!
What is that noise. |Gertrude comes in, looking pale. Claudius
stands up.] What is it, my sweet Queen?

GERTRUDE: Oh, there’s too much sadness. Your sister is dead,
Laertes.

LAERTES [standing up and shaking]: Dead? Where?

GERTRUDE: She was sitting in a tree by a stream, making circles of
dead flowers for her hair. Suddenly, she fell. She lay on her
back in the icy water, singing to herself. Then, slowly, the
weight of the water in her clothes pulled her down — and she
died.

LAERTES [quietly to Claudius]: Goodbye, my Lord. I have words
of fire to speak. But first I have a thousand tears to cry. [He
leaves. |

Craupius: Lets follow him, Gertrude. I calmed him, but this

will make him angry again. I don’t want him to do anything
silly.

[ They leave. ]
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Act 5 Final Acts of Revenge

Scene 1 A snowy field of graves at night, with trees all around

| A man is singing and working in a grave. Hamlet and Horatio watch
the man quietly from the trees for a minute. Then Hamlet walks
towards the man.)

Hamrer: How long have you worked here?

WOoRKMAN: For thirty years. [ started on the same day that young
Hamlet was born. The mad prince — the one they sent to
England.

HAMLET [interested]: And why was he sent to England?

WOoRKMAN: Because they're all as mad as he is over there.

HAMLET [going down on one knee next to the grave]: How long will
a man lie in the earth before the worms eat him?

WorkMAN: Some people last longer than others. [He gives Hamlet
a skull.] This one, for example, has been here for twenty-three
years.

Hamrer: Whose was it?

WoRrkMAN: It belonged to Yorick, the King’s joker.

Hamrier [quietly]: Can I see it? [He takes the skull and looks into its
empty eyes.] Poor Yorick. I knew him — a very funny man. He
carried me on his back a thousand times. Now where is the
face that I kissed so often? Where are the jokes that everybody
laughed at? Show yourself to my Lady, the Queen, now. It
doesn’t matter how brightly she colours her face. In the end,
she will look the same as you. [There are noises, coming closer.
Hamlet looks up.] But quiet. Someone’s coming. [Claudius,
Gertrude, Laertes, a churchman and some lords arrive with the body
of Ophelia. Hamlet returns the skull to the ground, stands up and
moves quickly back to the trees.] |quietly to Horatio] Here come
the King and Queen. Who are they carrying so quietly to the
grave? Let’s hide in the shadows and watch.
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LAERTES: Put her in the earth, so flowers can grow from her
beautiful young body.
HAMLET [quietly to Horatio]: What! The fair Ophelia?

| Ophelia’s body is lowered carcfully into her grave.]

GERTRUDE: Sweet Lady, goodbye. [She drops flowers into the grave.|
I 'wanted to put flowers on your wedding bed, not your grave.

LAERTES [wild with grief]: Death to the man whose wicked act
took away your mind! Hold back the earth until I have kissed
her one last time. [He jumps into the grave and kisses Ophelia.]
Now build a mountain of earth above her that will touch the
sky.

Hamrer [walking out of the trees]: Who is this whose grief brings
pity even to the eyes of Heaven?

LAERTES [climbing out of the grave and running at Hamlet]: T'll send
you to Helll [He puts his hands around Hamlet’s neck.]

HAMLET [angrily defending himself |: Take your hands off me!

Craupius [pulling Laertes away|: Stop!

GERIRUDE | pulling Hamlet away]: Hamlet! Hamlet!

HoraTIO [holding Hamlet’s arm]: My Lord, calm down.

HAMLET [shouting angrily]: 1 loved Ophelia too! Forty thousand
brothers could not love her as much as I did!

Crauptus [holding Laertes by the arm|: He is crazy, Laertes.

GERTRUDE [fo Laertes]: For the love of God, do not fight him. This
1s madness, but it will soon pass.

HAMLET [fo Laertes]: You are unfair to me, sir. If you act like a dog,
[ can act like one, too!

Craupius [fo Horatio]: Please, Horatio, take him away. |Hamlet
and Horatio leave. Claudius turns and speaks quietly to Laertes. |
Remember our conversation last night. Be patient. [to everyone]
Do not worry. We shall all soon be safe from danger.

[ They leave.]
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Scene 2 The same large room as in act 1 scene 1
| Hamlet and Horatio come in.]

Hamrer: One night on the ship, I went to Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern’s room. [holding up a letter] 1 found this letter
from the King and brought it back to my room. In it, he gave
orders for my death!

HOoRATIO [unable to believe it]: Is it possible?

HAMLET [giving him the letter]: You can read it. But before you do,
hear the rest of my story. With enemies all around me, [ had
to act fast. I wrote another letter in the King’s handwriting
and returned it to Rosencrantz and Guildenstern’s room.
In it, I asked the King of England to put the messengers to
sudden death. The next day, we were attacked by robbers.
You know how the story ends.

Horat10: So Rosencrantz and Guildenstern went to their death?

Hamrer: I don'’t feel bad about it. They were destroyed by their
own dishonesty.

Horat10 [angrily]: What kind of king is your uncle?

Hamrer: He killed my father and sleeps with my mother. He's
destroyed my happiness and has tried to take my life. Now he
has to pay for his crimes.

Horatio: There 1sn’t much time. He’ll soon hear the news from
England.

Hamrier: I don’t need much time. A man’s life is no more than
one touch with a sword. But I'm very sorry about Laertes.
His grief 1s similar to mine. I'll try to be friends with him
again.

[Osric comes in and takes off his hat.]

Osric [to Hamlet]: My Lord, I have a message for you from the
King. Laertes has just arrived at court. He is a perfect man.
Everybody likes him, and he is excellent with the sword.
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HamLET: You describe him very well. But what’s the reason for
your wonderful description of him?

Osric: The King invites you to a friendly swordfight with
Laertes. Will you accept the invitation?

Hamrer: And if | say no?

OsRIC [surprised]: My Lord, what will people think if you refuse?

HAMLET [smiling]: This is a good time of day for exercise. Tell the
King that I'm ready.

Osgric: I am your servant, my Lord. [He leaves.]

Horatio [worried]: You'll lose this fight, my Lord.

HAMLET: I don’t think so. While Laertes was in France, I did a lot
of practice. [quietly] But I have a bad feeling in my heart about
all this.

Horatio: If your heart isn’t happy, listen to it. I'll tell the King
that you’re not well.

HaMLET [proudly]: Impossible! T refuse to listen to the voice of
fear.

[Music plays. Servants come in and prepare a table with cups of wine.
Officers come in carrying swords and knives. Claudius, Gertrude,
Laertes, Osric and other lords, officers and servants come in.]

HAMLET [walking towards Laertes and shaking his hand]: T'm sorry,
sir, for the bad things that I've done. But believe me, they were
not planned. It was the illness in my mind that did these
things. It was not me. I'm not your enemy, but this madness is
mine. So please, sir, forgive Hamlet for his crimes.

LAERTES [seriously]: As a man, I forgive you. But as a son and a
brother, I can’t. I must defend the good name of my family.
HAMLET: I understand. Now I'll gladly test your skill with the

sword. [to Osric| Give us the swords. Hurry!

[ Osric takes a number of swords from the officers. Hamlet and Laertes
choose their swords and prepare to fight.)
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Craupius [loudly]: Begin.
[Hamlet and Laertes fight. Hamlet touches Laertes with his sword. |

HaAMLET: One hit!

LAERTES: No!

HAMLET [to Osric]: Your judgement?

Osric: A hit — a very clear hit.

LAERTES [pointing his sword at Hamlet|: Again.

Craupius: One minute! Give me a cup of wine. |A servant gives
him a cup. Claudius secretly puts poison in the cup, then holds it
up.] Hamlet, here’s to your health. [to a servant] Give him the
cup.

Hamter: 1l drink it later. [to Laertes] Come. |They fight again.
Hamlet touches Laertes with his sword.] Another hit! What do you
say?

Lagrtes: He touched me, I agree.

Crauvpius [fo Gertrude]: Our son will win.

GERTRUDE [taking the cup from Claudius and smiling at Hamlet|: The
Queen drinks to your good luck, Hamlet. [She lifts the cup to
her mouth.|

Craubpius [nervously]: Gertrude, don’t drink.

GertrUDE: | will, my Lord. Forgive me. [She drinks, and walks
towards Hamlet with the cip.]

Craupius [quietly to himself ]: It is the poisoned cup. It is too late.

HamLer [to Gertrude]: Not yet. I'll drink it later.

GERTRUDE [taking a white cloth from her belt]: Then I shall dry your
face.

LAERTES [secretly putting poison on his sword and turning quietly to
Claudius]: My Lord, I'll hit him now. But my heart tells me
that this is wrong.

HAMLET [pointing his sword at Laertes]: Let’s fight for the third
time, Laertes. This time, do your best. [rudely] You're fighting
like a child.
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LAERTES [ pointing his sword angrily at Hamlet]: Is that what you
think? Let’s see!

[ They fight angrily for a long time. Finally, Laertes cuts Hamlet with
his sword. They continue fighting. Laertes drops his sword. Hamlet
throws his sword to Laertes and picks up Laertes’s sword. The fight
continues and Hamlet cuts Laertes. Suddenly, Gertrude falls to the

floor.]

HAMLET [running to Gertrude]: How's the Queen?

Craupius [nervously]: The excitement has made her ill.

GERTRUDE [to Hamlet]: No, no, the drink, the drink! Oh, my dear
Hamlet, I am poisoned! [She dies. ]

Hamrer [shouting angrily]: Oh, wicked crime! Lock the doors.
Find the murderer!

LAERTES | pointing weakly to the sword in Hamlet’s hand]: 1ts here,
Hamlet. Hamlet, you're dead. No medicine in the world can
save you. [He falls to the floor] You have less than half an hour
to live. There’s poison on the sword in your hand, and with it
you've also killed me. Look, here I lie, and will never get up
again. Your mother’s poisoned, too. The King’s the murderer.

HAMLEY [looking at the sword in his hand|: The sword is poisoned?
Then, poison, do your work. [He runs at Claudius and pushes the
sword into him.]

EveryBODY: Murder! Murder!

Craupius [in pain]: You can still defend me, friends. [ am only
hurt.

Hamrer [ pushing the cup of poisoned wine to Claudius’s mouth):
Here, you wicked, murdering Dane. Drink this wine!
| Claudius drinks.| Follow my mother! [ Claudius dies.

Lagrtes: The punishment is good. He’s killed by his own
poison. [weakly holding out his hand to Hamlet] Hamlet, forgive
me. You're not my father’s murderer or mine. And I'm not
yours.
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[Hamlet takes Laertes’s hand. Laertes dies.)

HaMLET [to Laertes]: I'll follow you to Heaven soon. [He falls to the
Sfloor and turns to Horatio.] I'm dead, Horatio. But you still live.
Horatio [lifting the cup of poisoned wine to his mouth]: I'm not

afraid of death. There’s still some wine in this cup.

Hamier [angrily but weakly]: Give me the cup. Drop it. If you love
me, Horatio, dont go to Heaven yet. Stay in this heartless
world long enough to tell my story. [Shouts come from outside.]
What warlike noise is that?

Osric: Young Fortinbras won his war in Poland and has
returned. [looking out of the window| He is welcoming the
messenger from the King of England.

HAMLET [weakly]: Oh, I'm dying, Horatio! The poison is too
strong. | can’t live to hear the news from England. But I
believe that Fortinbras will make an excellent king of
Denmark. Tell him the reasons for all this. The rest is silence.
[Fe dies.|

HoraTIO: A brave heart has broken. Goodnight, sweet Prince.

['The doors open. Fortinbras, his soldiers and the King of England’s
messenger come in. |

FORTINBRAS [looking at the four dead bodies]: What has happened?
Oh, proud Death, why have you taken so many princes at the
same time to their graves?

MESSENGER: I have come from England too late with our news.
The Kings request was answered — Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern are dead. But who will thank us now?

Horatio [looking at Claudius’s body]: Not him. He never gave the
orders for their death. [to Fortinbras] But now you are here
from your Polish wars, I will tell you a sad story of broken
dreams, wicked murder and accidental death. This is how it
ends. [pointing to Hamlet, Laertes, Claudius and Gertrude|
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ForTINBRAS: Four officers will carry Hamlet's body away. This
country has lost a great man and a wonderful future king.
Soldiers’ music will play for him as he travels to the next
world. [to his officers] Take away the bodies. This room looks
like a field of war. Go, tell the soldiers to shoot their guns.

[Everybody leaves. Officers carry the bodies away. There is a short
silence, and then the sound of big guns comes from the castle walls.]
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ACTIVITIES While you read
5 Who are these people? Draw a line to one of the descriptions on
Act 1 the right.

are not on your list.
Look at the Word List at the back of the book.
a Which words describe:
® people?
e parts of a play?
e things that are found in the ground?
e things that can kill?
b Choose two other words from the list and use them in
sentences.
Read the Introduction to the play and answer these questions.
a In which country do the people in the play live?
b Who is Hamlet's main enemy?
¢ Which of these words does not describe Hamlet?
honest ordinary perfect thoughtful brave
d Which of these words does not describe the play?
sad famous  serious simple special
e When did the real Hamlet live?
f How many plays did Shakespeare write before he wrote
Hamlet?
g When was Hamlet written?
Act 1 is called ‘The Ghost on the Castle Wall'. The Ghost is the
ghost of Hamlet's father. How do you think Hamlet will feel when
he sees the ghost? What will he do?
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Before you read a Claudius Hamlet's friend
1 Hamlet is one of Shakespeare's most famous plays. Work with b Fortinbras Laertes'’s sister
another student. c Polonius Hamlet's mother
a What other Shakespeare plays do you know? Make a list. d Laertes Hamlet's uncle
b What are those plays about? Are they amusing or sad? Write e Gertrude the King of Norway's nephew
one or two sentences about each play. f Horatio the King of Denmark'’s friend
¢ Compare your list with the lists of other students. Add plays that g Ophelia Polonius’s son

After you read
6 Choose the correct answer.

a The King of Norway
e wantis to attack Denmark.
e lost land to Hamlet's father.
e disagrees with his nephew's plans.
b Hamlet thinks that his mother
e did not really love his father.
e does not really love him.
e knows about the murder of his father.
¢ Polonius
e wants his son to go to France.
e wants his daughter to become the next queen.
@ does not want his daughter to get into trouble.
d The Ghost wants Hamlet to
o punish the King.
o punish the Queen.
e punish the King and the Queen.
Work with another student. Discuss these questions. What do you
think?
a Does Claudius really love Gertrude?
b Why did Gertrude agree to marry Claudius?
c Is Hamlet right to feel angry with his mother?
d Why does Claudius really want Hamlet to stay in Denmark?
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Act 2
Before you read

8

Discuss these questions with another student. What do you think?
a Will Hamlet take his revenge immediately? Why (not)?
b What will happen between Hamlet and Ophelia? Why?

While you read
9 Put these in the order they happen. Number them 1-6.

a Hamlet meets his old friends. ...
Actors arrive atthecastle. ...
Ophelia is worried about Hamlet. ...
HamletitalkstolPolopiusi ™ = e
There is good news from Norway. ...
Hamletthinks offaiplans
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After you read
10 Are these sentences right or wrong? Correct the ones that are

11

wrong.
a Hamlet has gone mad because Ophelia refuses to see him.
Claudius plans a meeting between Hamlet and Ophelia.
Claudius invites Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to the castle.
Ophelia has given all Hamlet's letters to her father.
Claudius and Gertrude believe that Polonius is right about
Hamlet's madness.
Hamlet tells Rosencrantz and Guildenstern that he is bored with
life.
g Hamlet tells his friends about the Ghost.
h Hamlet is sure that his uncle is a murderer.
i Hamlet is going to choose a play for the actors.
Discuss these questions with another student. What do you think?
a How do these people really feel about Hamlet?
Polonius Ophelia Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
Gertrude Claudius
b Why hasn't Hamlet taken revenge on Claudius yet?
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Act 3
Before you read
12 Discuss these questions with another student.

a What is Hamlet's plan? How dangerous is it? Will it work?
b What will happen when Hamlet meets Ophelia again?

While you read
13 Circle the correct word.

Hamlet decides that it is better to live / die.

Hamlet tells Ophelia to marry a clever/ stupid man.

Claudius believes / does not believe that Hamlet is mad.
Claudius is afraid of / angry with Hamlet.

Hamlet is honest/ dishonest with Horatio.

Rosencrantz and Guldenstern are / are not spying on Hamlet.
Claudius feels / does not feel proud of himself.

Gertrude knows / does not know Claudius’s secret.

Gertrude can/ cannot see the Ghost.

Hamlet thinks that Claudius / Polonius is behind the curtain.
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After you read
14 Work with another student. Imagine that you are Gertrude and

15

Claudius. Have this conversation.

Student A:  You are Claudius. You want to send Hamlet away.
Explain why.

Student B:  You are Gertrude. You want Hamlet to stay. Explain
why.

Put these words in the correct places in the sentences below. Use
each word only once.

after because before but during if so

until when while

Hamlet is happy ... he hears about the actors.

‘... you have to marry, marry a stupid man,’ Hamlet says.
Claudius thinks that Hamlet is wild, ... not mad.

Ophelia’s face turns red, ... Hamlet jokes with her.

Claudius stands up ... the play.

Hamlet is ill, ... he cannot give Guildenstern a sensible answer.
Hamlet feels ready for revenge ... the play.

Qa o a0 oD
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h Claudius doesn’t feel safe ... Hamlet is still in the country.

i Polonius will report Hamlet's conversation with Gertrude ...
Claudius goes to bed.

j Hamlet waits for revenge ... Claudius finishes talking to God.

16 Discuss these questions with another student.

a How does Hamlet feel about these people at the end of Act 3?
Claudius Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Ophelia
Polonius Gertrude

b How do they feel about Hamlet?

¢ Who do you feel most sorry for? Why?

Act 4
Before you read
17 Discuss these questions with another student. What problems will
there be if these people meet? Why?
a Hamlet and Claudius?
b Hamlet and Ophelia?
¢ Claudius and Laertes?
d Hamlet and Laertes?

While you read
18 Who is speaking? Who or what are they talking about?
a ‘Heisn't eating. Worms are eating
W™ e
b ‘At his head a piece of grass, at his
feebiaicIONS & NN e
¢ ‘This is worse than a thousand deaths.” ............ ...
d ‘Her meaningless words shine like
SElRR | Seoin
e ‘They freed me in return for my
promiseoinelpF RS SR s
f ‘'l cannot openly punish him."” ...
g ‘I want to be the one who punishes
S A O e e s v o e
h ‘She lay on her back in the icy water.”  ........... ..

i
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After you read
19 One word in each sentence is wrong. Which word is it? What is the
correct word?
Hamlet calls Rosencrantz a worm.
Ophelia has gone mad because her brother is dead.
An angry crowd wants Hamlet to be king.
Claudius puts flowers on Polonius's grave.
Robbers freed Hamlet in return for his promise of money.
Claudius has not punished Hamlet for three reasons.
Laertes is sad that Hamlet has returned.
Hamlet wants to test Laertes’s skill with a gun.
Claudius plans to put poison in Hamlet's food.
j Ophelia jumped out of a tree into an icy stream.
20 Put these words into the correct sentences.
afraid fat kind mad patient safe secret
stupid thin thirsty unbelievable
a Gertrude thinks that Hamlet is ... .
Claudius thinks that he has been too ... to Hamlet.
Polonius is put into a ... grave.
Hamlet thinks that Rosencrantz is ... .
‘The ... king with his country and the ... man with no job are just
different dishes in the same meal.’
Claudius does not feel ... with Hamlet in the country.
Laertes does not feel ... of Claudius.
Hamlet has ... news for Horatio.
i Claudius wants Laeries fo be ... when Hamlet arrives.
j If the fight is long, Hamlet will feel ... .
21 Work with another student. Take the parts of Hamlet and the
Ghost. Have this conversation.
Student A:  You are the Ghost. Ask Hamlet why he hasn't taken
revenge yet. Tell him why he mustn't sail to England.
Student B:  You are Hamlet. Explain why you are going to sail
to England. Why are you waiting before you take
revenge? Tell the Ghost.
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Act 5
Before you read
22 Work with another student. Discuss a possible happy ending for

this story. How can it happen?

While you read
23 Who

a is thirty years old?

b died twenty-three years ago?
puts flowers on Ophelia's grave?
sent Rosencrantz and Guildenstern to their death? ...........
brings Hamlet a message from the King?
doesn't want Hamlet to fight?

kills Gertrude?

kills Hamlet?

does not die?

j does Hamlet want to be the next king of Denmark? ...........

SO =k

After you read
24 Work in small groups. Imagine that you are judges, and discuss

25

these deaths.

Hamlet Hamlet's father

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern

Ophelia

a In which order did these people die?

Where were they when they died?

How did they die?

Which deaths were murder? Who was the murderer?

Is there anybody alive at the end of the play who should go to

prison?

Discuss these guestions.

a Why does Laertes forgive Hamlet at the end?

b Why does Hamlet finally decide to take his revenge? Why didn't
he do it earlier?

¢ What were Hamlet's biggest mistakes? Why?

Gertrude Claudius
Polonius Laertes

D oo o

54

Writing

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

Imagine that you are Hamlet. You are studying away from home, in
Wittenberg. Write a love letter to Ophelia.

Imagine that you are Gertrude. Write a letter to Hamlet in
Wittenberg, before this story begins. Explain why you have married
Claudius. Ask him to accept Claudius as his new father,

You are Claudius. Write your letter to the King of England. Explain
why you want him to kill Hamlet.

Imagine that you are Rosencrantz or Guildenstern. Write a letter to
Hamlet from England, before your death, explaining your actions.
Tell him why he should forgive you.

Write a report of the death of the King and Queen of Denmark,
Hamlet and Laertes for your local newspaper.

Write about Hamlet after his death, for a magazine. In what ways
was he a good man? What were his weaknesses? What can we
learn from his story?

Except for Hamlet, who is your favourite person in the play? Who is
your least favourite person? Why? Compare them.

Imagine that you are Fortinbras. Write a speech to the Danish
people, agreeing to become their king. Explain what has
happened. Tell them why their future will be better.

Imagine that you are going to make a film of the play in your own
language. Who will you invite to play the main characters? Where
will you film it? Explain why.

A student magazine has asked readers to write a modern short
story about revenge. The best one will be in the magazine. Write
your story.

Answers for the activities in this book are available from the Pengin Readers website:
www.penguinreaders.com
A free Factsheet for this book is also available from this website.




WORD LIST

act (n) one of the main parts of a play

castle (n) a large, strong building that protected people inside from
attack

curtain (n) a piece of hanging cloth that is pulled across a window

ghost (n) a frightening, moving thing in the shape of a person who has
died

grave (n) the place in the ground where a dead body is put

grief (n) great sadness, usually after someone has died

God (n) the one who made Heaven and Earth

Heaven (n) the place where good people go after death

Hell (n) the place where bad people go after death

lord (n) a man with a high position because of the family that he comes
from

mad (adj) ill in the head

nephew (n) your brother’s or sister’s son

poison (n/v) something that can kill people or animals. For example,
there are poisons in some plants and in the bites of some animals.

revenge (n) your punishment for someone who has hurt you

scene (n) a short part of a play without any change of time or place

servant (n) someone who works in another person’s house

skull (n) the hard inside part of the head which gives it its shape

sword (n) a long, sharp piece of metal like a big knife, used for fighting

wicked (adj) very bad and dangerous

worm (n) an animal that lives in the ground, with a long, soft body and
no legs



Penguin Readers Factsheets

( Teacher’s Notes )

Hamlet

By William Shakespeare

(Summary )

The King of Denmark, is dead and has been succeeded not
by his son, Hamlet, but by his brother, Claudius. Soon after
the funeral, Claudius marries his brother’s widow, Gertrude.

Hamlet, still upset by his father’s death, sees the ghost of
his father, who tells him that he was murdered by Claudius.
The Ghost asks his son to avenge his death. Hamlet
pretends to go mad. Polonius, the Lord Chamberlain, forbids
his daughter, Ophelia, to see Hamlet. Spied on by Polonius
and Claudius, Ophelia returns Hamlet’s love letters and is
violently rejected by him.

A group of travelling actors arrive at the court. Hamlet
asks them to perform a play in which a king is murdered
by his nephew. He hopes that the story, which is similar to
the murder of his father by Claudius, will force Claudius to
betray his guilt. Hamlet is right: Claudius is upset by the
play. Hamlet is summoned to his mother’s room, where he
angrily criticises her for her hasty marriage. He accidentally
kills Polonius, who is hiding behind a curtain, believing him
to be Claudius.

Claudius sends Hamlet to England, planning to have him
murdered. Laertes, Polonius’s son, returns to Denmark from
France, demanding revenge for his father’'s death. Ophelia,
mad with grief, drowns herself. Hamlet returns from England,
having discovered Claudius's plot to have him killed. He
confronts Laertes and Claudius at Ophelia’s funeral.

Claudius plots with Laertes to kill Hamlet with a poisoned
sword in a swordfight. The plot goes wrong and Laertes dies.
Gertrude drinks from a poisoned cup intended for Hamlet and
dies. Hamlet, wounded by the poisoned sword, kills Claudius
before he, too, dies. Young Fortinbras, Prince of Norway,
enters and claims the throne of Denmark for himself.

( About William Shakespeare )

Although Shakespeare is one of the world’s greatest writers,
surprisingly little is known about his life, especially his early
years in Stratford. However, we do know that:

e he was born on 23rd April 1564 and died on his 52nd
birthday, in 1616.

e his mother, Mary Arden, came from a higher social
background than his father, who was a civil servant.

* he went to a good school but did not attend university.

e in 1582 he married Anne Hathaway and they had three
children.

From 1590, his plays began to be performed on the
London stage. Over a period of 23 years (1590-1613), he

Hamlet

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARL

wrote 37 plays, sometimes writing three plays a year! He
also wrote poetry, including a number of beautiful sonnets.

Some of his plays: The Taming of the Shrew (1591),
Richard Il (15692), A Midsummer Nights Dream (1594),
Romeo and Juliet (1595), The Merchant of Venice (1596),
Henry V (1599), Much Ado About Nothing (1599), Julius
Caesar (1599), Twelfth Night (1600), Hamlet (1601), Othello
(1604), King Lear (1605), Antony and Cleopatra (1606),
Macbeth (1605), The Tempest (1611).

( Background and themes )

Shakespeare’s plays are famous throughout the world for
their poetry and their insights into the nature of life and
the human condition. A large number of them are set in
the south of Europe, particularly Italy. However, he chose
gloomy northern European landscapes for three of his
darkest tragedies: Macbeth, King Lear and Hamlet.

The story of Hamlet is found in the folk literature of Iceland,
Ireland and Denmark. The earliest reference we have to
Hamlet is in an eleventh-century Icelandic poem.

Shakespeare’s play is as widely read, seen and performed
today as it was four hundred years ago. One of the main
reasons is that Hamlet himself is a character that people
will always identify with. He is a complex character — his
sense of honour and duty is in constant conflict with his inner
doubts and uncertainties. This confusion leads to delay and
indecision and, ultimately, to final tragedy.

Apart from the complex nature of Hamlet himself, there
are other themes:

¢ One of the main themes is madness. Hamlet pretends to
be mad to conceal his indecision. But this ploy backfires,
leading to, among other things, Ophelia’s genuine
descent into madness over Hamlet's unintentional
murder of her father.

e Another theme of the play is disease and poison —
‘Something is rotten in the state of Denmark’. Poison is
the main instrument of death in the story.

e A further theme is revenge. In a traditional revenge
tragedy, the hero plans his revenge. In Hamlet, the
tragedy stems from the hero’s doubt and uncertainty.
Many lives would have been saved if Hamlet had just
killed his uncle earlier.

¢ Aninteresting theme is destiny and fate — the appearance
of the Ghost is responsible for everything. Does
Hamlet have a choice in what he does, or is
there some great plan which makes
everything inevitable?
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Penguin Readers Factsheets

( Teacher’s Notes )

Many films have been made of the play. The most well-
known were made in:

e 1948 — with Laurence Olivier as Hamlet. It won 4 Oscars,
including Best Picture and Best Actor.

e 1969 — with Nicol Williamson as Hamlet and Anthony
Hopkins as Claudius.

* 1996 - with Kenneth Branagh as Hamlet and Kate
Winslet as Ophelia.

(Communicative activites )

The following teacher-led activities cover the same sections
of text as the exercises at the back of the Reader, and
supplement those exercises. For supplementary exercises
covering shorter sections of the book, see the photocopiable
Student's Activities pages of this Factsheet. These are
primarily for use with class Readers but, with the exception
of discussion and pair/group work questions, can also be
used by students working alone in a self-access centre.

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK

1 Put students into small groups. Ask them

(a) what Shakespeare plays they know.

(b) what they know about the characters/story/setting
of any of these plays.

(c) what they know about Hamlet.

Discuss group findings as a class.

2 Write these words on the board:

castle ghost grave mad poison revenge
wicked

Ask students to write sentences using these words. Ask
students to read out their sentences and write the best
ones on the board.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING A SECTION
Act 1
1 Put students into groups to discuss these questions.

(a) How do these people feel about each other? Why?
(1) Hamlet and Gertrude
(2) Hamlet and Claudius
(8) Polonius and Hamlet

(b) What does the Ghost want Hamlet to do? Why?

2 Putstudents into pairs. Ask them to act out this imaginary
conversation.

Student A: You are Hamlet. Tell Ophelia about the
Ghost and your plans for revenge.

Student B: You are Ophelia. You don'’t think Hamlet
should listen to the Ghost. Tell him why.

Act 2
Put students into small groups to discuss these questions.

(a) What secrets do these people want to know? How
do they plan to find them?
(1) Hamlet
(2) Claudius
(3) Polonius

(b) Will their plans succeed? Why/why not?

Act 3

1 Put students into small groups to discuss these
questions.

What does Hamlet think about
(a) life and death?
(b) women?
(c) Claudius when he is praying?
(d) his mother's marriage?
(e) Polonius’s death?

Do you agree with him? Why/why not?

2 Put students into groups of three. Ask them to act out
this imaginary courtroom scene.

Student A: You are Claudius’s lawyer. Tell the judge why
Hamlet is guilty of Polonius’s murder. What
punishment should Hamlet have? Why?

Student B: You are Hamlet’s lawyer. Tell the judge
why Hamlet should not be punished for
Polonius’s murder.

Student C: You are the judge. Listen to the lawyers’
arguments. Ask them questions. Make your
decision.

Act 4

Put students into small groups to discuss these
questions.

(a) What news does Hamlet have for Horatio, do you
think?

(b) What is Claudius’s plan for Hamlet? Will it succeed?
Why/why not?

Act5

Put students into groups of three. Ask them to act out
this conversation.

Student A: You think everything is Hamlet’s fault. Say
why.

Student B: You think everything is Claudius’s fault. Say
why.

Student C: You think everything is the Ghost’s fault. Say
why.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK

Put students into small groups. Ask them to choose one
scene from the play. Ask them to choose parts and read the
scene together. When they are ready, they act out the scene
in front of the class.

(Word list )

It will be useful for your students to know the new words
found on page 56 of the Reader. They are practised in he
‘Before You Read’ sections in the back of the book. (The
definitions are based on those in the Longman Active Study
Dictionary.)
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Penguin Readers Factsheets

( Student’s Activities )

Hamlet

By William Shakespeare

These activities can be done alone or with one or more other
students. Pair/group only activities are marked*.

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK

1 Look at the pictures in the book. On which pages can
you see:

(a) asword?

(b) a ghost?

(c) acurtain?

(d) a servant?

(e) alord?

(f) poison?

2 Read the introduction on pages v-viii and choose the
right answer.

(a) Hamlet wants to find / forget | punish his uncle.
(b) Hamlet is a story about love | mystery | revenge.
(c) Hamlet was written 200/ 300/ 400 years ago.
(d) Inthe 1996 film, Hamlet is played by
Robin Williams | Gerard Depardieu | Kenneth Branagh.
(e) Shakespeare was unknown [ unpopular |
successful in his lifetime.

ACTIVITIES WHILE READING THE BOOK
Act1
1 Put these people in the order that Hamlet talks to them.

(a) Horatio

(b) Claudius
(c) Marcellus
(d) the Ghost
(e) Gertrude

2 Who says these things? What do the underlined words
mean?

a) ‘ltis a crime against God.’

b) ‘That was the worst day of my life.’

c) ‘My Lord, | think | saw him last night.’

d) ‘I order you to stay away from him.’

e) ‘He's listening too much to his imagination.’
(f) ‘He won the heart of my queen.’

@
Hamlet

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARL

Hamlet.

(b) Polonius feels

(1) amused by
(2) angry with
(3) sorry for
(c) Hamlet tells Rosencrantz and Guildenstern that
he

(1) is bored with life.
(2) loves Ophelia.
(3) does not like plays.

2 Which of these words describe Hamlet, and why?

angry brave nervous pleased rude

strange unsure wise

Act 3

1 Are these sentences about Hamlet right or wrong?

(a) He is afraid of death.

b) He wants to marry Ophelia.

c) He sits next to Ophelia during the play.

d) He is excited after the play.

e) He is angry with Rosencrantz and Guildenstern.
f) He decides to forgive Claudius.

g) He kills Polonius by mistake.

(h) He tries to kill his mother.

Py

2 Which of these words describe Claudius, and why?

amused angry frightened pleased
unhappy worried

Act 4
1 Who talks about these things, and why?

(a) worms
b) flowers
) a letter
) revenge
) swords
f) poison
g) icy water

c
d
e

(
(
(
(
(
(

Are these people angry with Hamlet? Why/why not?

Act2 (a) Gertrude
1 Choose the right answer. (b) Claudius
) (c) Rosencrantz
(a) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern have come to (d) Ophelia
help (e) Laertes
(1) Hamlet.
(2) Claudius.
(3) Ophelia.
ni: © Pearson Education Limited 2006
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(Student’s Activities )

Act5
Who are these sentences about?

(a) He talks to a skull.

(b) They fight near a grave.

(c) They die in England.

(d) They ask for forgiveness.

(e) She drinks poison.

(f) He kills Hamlet.

(g9) He is the next King of Denmark.

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK
1 Work in pairs and discuss these questions.

(a) Who do you feel most sorry for at the end of the
play? Why?

(b) Why doesn’t Hamlet kill Claudius earlier? Is he right
to wait? Why/why not?

(c) What is the worst thing that Hamlet does?

(d) Is Hamlet a strong or a weak man? Why?

2 Discuss these lines from the play with another student.
What do they mean? Do you agree with them? Why/
why not?

(a) ‘Too much sadness is not the grief of a real man.’

(b) ‘Weakness, your name is Woman!’

(c) ‘When a young man’s blood burns with love, his
tongue easily finds fine words.’

(d) ‘To be, or not to be? That's the question.’

(e) ‘Clever words mean nothing to a stupid ear.’

3 You are Horatio. Write a speech about your friend,
Hamlet. Say why your country has lost a great, future

king.
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Answers to Book Activities (e) honest
1 (f) are
Open answers (g) does not feel -
2 (a) people: lord / nephew / servant (h) does not know i : a9
parts of a play: act / scene (i) cannot {I III £ t
things that are found in the () Claudius e g
ground: grave / skull / worm 14
things that can kill: poison / Open answers
revenge / sword 15 (a) when
(b) Open answers (b) if
(c) but : ; Bl A B
3 (a) Denmark (d) because / when WILLIAM SHAKESPEARI
(b) Claudius (e) durmg
(c) perfect ® s
(d) simple (
g) after
(e) 1,700 years ago (h) while / because 20 (a) mad
(f) 24 (i) before .
(9) between 1598 and 1602 () unti Eb)) kind .
c) secre
Open answers 16  (a) Claudius — Hamlet hates him and (d) stupid
(a) Claudius — Hamlet's uncle wants to kill him. (e) fat/thin
(b) Fortinbras — the King of Norway's Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (f) safe
nephew — Hamlet does not like them (g) afraid
(c) Polonius - the King of Denmark’s because they are spies. (h) unbelievable
friend Ophelia — Hamlet is probably (i) patient
(d) Laertes — Polonius’s son afraid of her. He has acted badly (j) thirsty
(e) Gertrude — Hamlet's mother with her, and has killed her father _
(f) Horatio — Hamlet's friend by mistake. 21-22 Open answers
(g) Ophelia - Laertes's sister Polonius — Hamlet thinks that he 23 (a) Hamlet
, was a silly old man. But he is sorry (b) Yorick
6 (a) lost land to Hamlet's father. that he is dead. (c) Gertrude
(b) did not really love his father. Gertrude — He is less angry with (d) Hamlet
(c) does not want his daughter to get her than before. He wants to (e) Osric
into trouble. forgive her. (f) Horatio
(d) punish the King. (b) Claudius is afraid of him. (g) Claudius
7 (a) Open answers Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (h) Laertes
(b) (possible answer) weakness want to be friendly, but do not (i) Horatio
(c) Open answers understand him. . (j) Fortinbras
(d) (CF;?;SLIJﬁl/e answer) to watch him gm:ghﬁeﬁgﬁgy hates him for 24 (a) (1) Hamlet's father
Polonius is dead. (3) (F;olgn:_us
8 (a-b) Open answers Gertrude pities him. She thinks (3) Ophelia :
that he is mad (4) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
9 (@@ ®E®E) () (1) (@)@ : (5) Gertrude
(e)(2) () () 17  (a) Hamlet will want to kill Claudius. (6) Laertes
10 (a) wrong - he is not really mad (H)Iauldi;Js will probably want to kill Eg; alau?igs
b) wrong — Polonius does amlet. amie
EC)) rightg (b) Hamlet has killed Ophelia’s father. (b) Hamlet's father — in his garden.
(d) wrong - she has shown them to Ophelia will hate Hamlet. Polonius — behind a curtain in
her father, but has returned them (c) Laertes will be angry about Gertrude’s room.
to Hamlet his father’'s death. Perhaps he Ophelia —in an icy stream.
(]?) wrong — they are not sure \r/\éii]lrtg(iarggrthat Claudius is the R?s?zr;c;rlzr;té and Guildenstern
right ' - :
8) w?ong — only Horatio, Marcellus Claudius will be afraid of Laertes. Gertrude, Laertes, Claudius and
and Barnardo know about the But perh;p; he |cztin make Laertes Har?llet — the large room in the
Ghost angry with Hamlet. castle.
(h) wrong - he is not sure that the (d) Hamlet will be worried because (c—d)Hamlet’s father — murdered by
Ghost was honest he has killed Laertes’s father. Claudius.
(i) right Laertes will want revenge. Polonius — killed accidentally by
] Hamlet.
11 (a) (possible answers) 18 (a) Hamlet/Polonius Ophelia — fell out of a tree into the
Polonius thinks that Hamlet is mad (b) 8|phzll|a/P'(_3|lon||us Polonius! vvgter_
with love for his daughter. He feels () deaaL:h 'US‘ /heﬁgsertﬁagn%r:gss Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
a bit sorry for him. ) Laertés’spreturn ’ —killed by the King of England
Ophelia loves Hamlet, but she is (d) Laertes / Ophelia's madness because Hamlet had secretly
afraid of his mad actions. Harnlet / hi P! Enaland changed the letter from Claudius.
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern (¢) Hamlet/ his journey to Englan Gertrude — poisoned accidentally
seem to like Hamlet, but they are ® E'aUd'“S '/_|Hanlwlet by Claudius.
spying on him for the King. Eﬁ)) Gae?'[:SZé / gmheezlia Laertes — killed by the poison on
Gertrude is really wqrned about p his own sword.
Hamlet and wants him to get 19 (a) (worm) dog Claudius - killed by Hamlet.
better. ) (b) (brother) father Hamlet - killed by the poison on
Chlaudms 'lsdmot;e atf';]"f}'d of Hamlet (c) (Hamlet) Laertes Laertes’s sword.
than worried about him. (d) (Claudius) No one (e) Open answers
(b) Open answers (e) (money) help 2535 Open answer
12 (a-b) Open answers (f) (three) two pen answers
) (9) (sad) glad, happy, pleased,
13 (a) live _ excited
(b) stupid . (h) (gun) sword
(c) doe_s not believe (i) (food) drink
(d) afraid of () (jumped) fell
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Answers to Factsheet Activities
Communicative Activities

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK
1-2  Open answers

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING A SECTION

Act 1

1 (a) Hamlet is unhappy because
Gertrude married Claudius.
Gertrude wants Hamlet to stop
being unfriendly to Claudius.
Hamlet hates Claudius because
he murdered his father. Claudius
is friendly to Hamlet.
Polonius does not want his
daughter to see Hamlet. We do
not know how Hamlet feels about
Polonius.

(b) The Ghost wants Hamlet to

punish Claudius for murdering
him.

2 Open answers

Act 2

1 (a) Hamlet wants to know if Claudius
really murdered his father. He
wants Claudius to watch a play
about a similar crime.
Claudius wants to know why
Hamlet is acting strangely.
He asks Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern to help him.
Polonius wants to prove that
Hamlet is mad because of love
for his daughter. He plans to
watch Hamlet and Ophelia in
secret.

(b) Open answers

Act3
1 (a) Hamlet thinks that life is not as
frightening as death.

(b) He thinks that prettiness is a bad
thing.

(c) He does not want to kill Claudius
while he is praying. He does not
want Claudius to go to Heaven.

(d) He thinks that his mother’s
marriage is wicked.

(e) He thinks that Polonius was silly,
but he is sorry that he is dead.

2 Open answers

Act 4
Open answers

Act5
Open answers

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK
Open answers

Student’s Activities

ACTIVITIES BEFORE READING THE BOOK

1 (a) a sword — pages 7, 25, 35, 45
(b) a ghost — page 7
(c) a curtain — pages 13, 35
(d) a servant — page 45
(e) alord — page 45
(f) poison — page 45

2 (a) punish
(b) revenge
(c) 400
(d) Kenneth Branagh
(e) successful

ACTIVITIES WHILE READING THE BOOK

Act 1
1

3
1
4
5
2

)

Claudius / too much sadness

Hamlet / the day of his father’s

death

(c) Horatio / the Ghost or Hamlet's
father

(d) Polonius / Hamlet

(e) Horatio / Hamlet

(f) the Ghost / Claudius

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(a)
(b)

a
b

Act 2
1 (a) Claudius
(b) sorry for
(c) is bored with life

2 pleased — because there is going to
be a play
rude — to Polonius
strange — he seems to be mad
unsure — he does not know if the
Ghost is honest

Act 3

(h) wrong

2 angry — about the play
frightened — of Hamlet after the play
pleased — that Hamlet is interested in
the play
unhappy — because he cannot ask
God for forgiveness
worried — about the secret in Hamlet’s
heart

Act 4
1 (a) Hamlet — Polonius is dead
(feeding the worms).

(b) Ophelia — There are no flowers on
her father’s grave.

(c) Claudius — He receives a letter
from Hamlet.

(d) Laertes — He wants revenge on
Hamlet for killing his father.

(e) Claudius and Laertes — they plan
to kill Hamlet in a swordfight.

(f) Claudius and Laertes — Laertes
will put poison on the end of his
sword. Claudius will put poison in
Hamlet's cup.

(g) Gertrude — she brings news about

Ophelia’s death in a cold stream.

2 (a) No — She wants Hamlet to forgive
her.

(b) Yes — Hamlet has killed Polonius.
Claudius thinks that he is
dangerous.

(c) Yes — Hamlet is rude to him.

(d) No — She is mad.

(e) Yes — His father and sister are
dead because of Hamlet.

Act 5

(a) Hamlet

(b) Laertes and Hamlet

(c) Rosencrantz and Guildenstern
(d) Hamlet and Laertes

(e) Gertrude

(f) Laertes

(g) Fortinbras

ACTIVITIES AFTER READING THE BOOK

1-3  Open answers
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