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Introduction

“They were a wicked pair) Mrs Grose said, ‘but what can they do now?

They’re dead.”
“They’re still here . .. They can still take Miles and Flora from us!’

A young lady has come to a big country house to teach two
young children. It is her first job and she is alone with the
housekeeper, Mrs Grose. Strange things begin to happen. She sees
2 man on the roof of the house, and a woman by the lake, dressed
in black. The man and woman are dead, so these are their ghosts.
What do they want? Who are they looking for? And why?
A terrible story of fear and danger begins. The children are
beautiful but are they good? Can the new governess help the
children? Or will the ghosts of Peter Quint and Miss Jessel take

Miles and Flora away?

Henry James wrote this famous story in 1898. He wrote it for an
American magazine named Colliers. Later he put it into a book.
It is one of the most famous ghost stories written in English.
Benjamin Britten used the story to make a musical play with the
same title.

Henry James was an American, born in New York in 1843. His
father was a well-known writer and speaker, and his brother,
William James, was a famous university teacher. As a young man,
Henry James travelled widely in Europe and he also studied law
at Harvard University. He began to write short stories in 1865.
He moved to England in 1876 and stayed there for the rest of his
life. He lived in the small town of Rye on the south coast. Many
famous writers came to visit him there: Joseph Conrad, Ford
Madox Ford and H. G. Wells. Wells became one of his greatest
friends. Henry James wrote many famous books, among them
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Washington Square (1880), The Portrait of a Lady (1881), The
Bostonians (1886), What Maisie Knew (1887), The Wings of the
Dove (1902), The Ambassadors (1903) and The Golden Bowl
(1904). A number of these books have now become films. In
1915, James decided to become British and the King of England'
gave him the Order of Merit (a title which the king or queen

gives to successful people in different areas of work). James died
the following year.

Henry James writes about how people think and feel when they
are unhappy or in love or afraid, or when they want to be rich or
famous. The people in his books are usually people with plenty
of money. They like to travel around the world. One of his
favourite subjects is young Americans who visit Europe and
make friends with Europeans. The Americans are usually rich and
innocent and the Europeans are often clever and selfish: they
want to get their hands on the Americans’ money. Not many of
James’s stories have happy endings. By the end, the innocent
people have usually become wiser: they don’t believe everything
that others tell them. Most of his stories take place in the

real world. The Tiurn of the Screw is unusual because it 1s about
ghosts. ’

The title of the book is rather strange. It means ‘making the
reader’s feelings tighter’, that is, stronger. In this story we feel fear
and danger. We are afraid of what is going to happen to the two
children. But we don’t understand clearly what things the
children have done. Are they really innocent? Did Quint and
Miss Jessel teach them to be bad? If they really are bad, what bad
things did they do? Why do the ghosts want to take them away?
Will the children die?

Even when we get to the end of the story, we are still not able
to answer most of these questions. Perhaps this is why the story
seems so modern. All these unknown facts form a mystery which



we go on thinking about. The Tirn of the Screw 1s a story that 1s

very difficult to forget.

vi

Chapter 1 A Governess Gets a Job

It was a strange story which we heard in that old house, on the
night before Christmas. We sat by the fire and listened silently
until the end. Then somebody said, ‘How unusual! It’s the first
time that I’ve ever heard about a child who saw a ghost.

I could see that Douglas ‘wanted to say something. After a few

- seconds, he spoke. ‘It’s not the only time that a child has seen a

ghost. A ghost story with one child in it is frightening enough.
But two children who see ghosts — isn’t that quite strange?
Doesn’t that give the story another turn of the screw?’

“Of course!’ somebody answered. “Two children give two turns

of the screw! We want to hear the story!”

Douglas looked at all of us, and said quietly, ‘It’s a terrible story.
It is the most frightening story that I know. | |

“Then begin at once' T said. |

I can’t. It’s in a book which is locked in my desk at home. I
can ask my servant to put it in the post.

~ ‘Oh yes! Please do!’ Everyone asked him to hurry.

‘Is it your story?’ I asked him.

‘No, no! I heard it from a woman. I've never forgotten it. She
wrote it down, and when she died it came to me. She was ten

years older than me. She was my sister’s governess when [ was a

student at university. In the summer holidays I talked to her a lot.
Yes — don’t smile — she was beautiful. She was also clever and
interesting, and I liked her very much. I think she liked me too. It
was forty years ago, but I remember everything.

‘Did she tell any others her story?’ |

‘No, she said that I was the first person to hear it” |

The packet arrived in the post two days later. We all wanted to
hear the story, and we sat down ready after dinner that evenmng.










































Chapter 7 Flora Disappears

After the children’s lessons the next day, Mrs Grose asked me,
‘Have you written the letter?’

‘Yes, I've written it I did not tell her that it was still in my
pocket. I had to send it, I knew that now. Later, I put it on the

table by the front door. ‘One of the servants will find it, and take

it to town, I thought.

In the afternoon, Miles came to me. ‘Shall I play some music
for you?’ he asked. He knew that he was winning, and that he was
free now. He did not need to fight me, he could be friendly. The
music was strange and beautiful. I was almost asleep. When it
 finished, I jumped up.

“Where’s Flora?’ I asked.

‘How do I know?” Miles replied. He laughed, and started to

play again.
I looked in my room, but Flora was not there. I went to Mrs
Grose. Mrs Grose did not know where she was.
‘Perhaps she’s in one of the empty rooms, she said. ‘I thought
that she was with you. . |
Usually, I stayed with Plora all the time. ‘No, she’s outside,
somewhere quite far away, I answered. Mrs Grose looked
surprised. |
‘“Without a hat?’ she asked. |
‘That woman that doesn’t wear a hat!’ I said. ‘She’s with her!
We must find them?’
Mrs Grose did not move. ‘And where is Miles?’
‘Oh, he’s with Quint in the schoolroom! He stayed with me so
that Flora could get away! He’s free now, he can do what he likes.
~We stood by the front door. The afternoon was grey, and the
- grass was wet.
“You aren’t wearing your outdoor clothes!” Mrs Grose said.
‘It doesn’t matter! Flora hasn’t got outdoor clothes on either, I
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rephied. ‘I can’t wait to dress! If you want to dress you must stay
behind! Look for Flora upstairs!’

‘And see him?” was her frightened reply She came outside with
me at once |

- We walked quickly to the lake. I was sure that Flora was there.

"She wanted to go back there alone, 1 explained to Mrs Grose.

‘She and Miles planned this. And I’'m sure that Miss Jessel is by
the lake now.’

We arrived at the lake, but we could not see Flora.

‘She’s taken the boat, I said, ‘and hidden it on the other side.
We must walk round and find her!” - o

‘How could she do all that? She’s only a little girl!’

‘No, sometimes she’s an old, old woman, | said. ‘And there’s
someone with her.You'll see.

Ten minutes later, we arrived at the other side of the lake, and
found the boat there. But where was Flora? We went on, into the
next field. . '

“There she is!’ we both‘said at the same time. -

Flora stood on the grass and smiled. She did not move or
speak. She smiled and smiled, in a dreadful, silent way. Mrs Grose -
threw her arms round the child. |

Flora stared in surprise at my head, without its hat, and said,
"Where are your outdoor things?’

“Where are yours?’ I asked her.

‘And where’s Miles?’ she asked.

‘If you’ll tell me, I'll tell you — There must be no secrets now.
‘Tell you what?’ |
"Tell me, my dear — Where’s Miss ]essel?

Mrs Grose gave a small scream. In the same second, I screamed
too — I shook Mrs Grose’s arm and said, ‘She’s there, she’s there!’

Miss Jessel stood on the other side of the lake. In a way, I was

glad. ‘It’s all true, then,’ | thought ‘Mrs Grose wﬂl be able to see
everything, too. | |
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