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(and yet moil n�gleCl:ed) part of Mathema
ticks, not before treated of in this. Language. 

3 .. M�rcztry : Or the Secret- and Swift 
Melfenger. · Shc\ving how a 1Vlan may 
with Privacy and Speed commnnicJte his 
Thoughts to a Friend at any diihnce. 
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T 0 THE 

Right Honorable 

GEORGE, 
Lord BerP.fey, Baron of Ber4ley ,Mobraj,Segrave, 

and Bruce , and Knight 
of the Noble Order of 
the BArH. 

My LoRn, 

I 
Do here once more prefent your 
Lordfhip 1Pitb the fruit of my 

leifure Scudies, a-s a 1tflimony of 
"JJ readinejs to ferve JDtt in thofe 
[ctered 1naucrl, to lvl;ic/; 1 devote my 

A ) nJJre 



more ferious hours. I fhould not ha-ve 
prefumed to thu 'Dedication, had I izo1 
been encouraged by that generoufnefs 
and f u;e£.�nefs of VifP.qjitio�, which 
does fo eminently adorn pfif Lord-
foips P /are- and Abilitie;. 

If your Lordfhip pleafe to, ex.�:ufe 
tl?u ���l��e[� an�_ (f!_l?oufh[afe th� 
'P'ampbflt·· a · fhelter un�er. your fa� 
1Jourabl� tF atronage, you {hall-thereby 
incourage· me; in thoje·/?igh�r Studies, 
1V��ich, �ay be more tgreeahle ta tl1at 
rcl.1lion, wherein I [land, M being 

Your Lordfhip's Servant 
and Chaplain, 

J. w. 
T 0 



T 0 THE 

READER. 
THat which firft occafioned this 

Difcourfe, was the reading. of 
a little Pamphlet,_ �iled, Nuntiru ln
dnimatm, commonly afcribedto a late 
Reverend Bifhop ; wherein he affirms 
that there are certain ways to dif
courfe \vith a Friend, though he were 
in a clofe Dungeon, in a befieged 
City, or a hundred miles off. . 

Which promifes,at the firfi perufa l, 
did rather raife my Wonder than Be
lief, having b�fore that time obferved 
nothing that n1ight give any fatis
faEl:ion in thefe particulars. And I 
fhould have cfreemed them altoge
ther fabulous had it not been for the 
credit o(rhcir reputed Author. 

A 4 After 



After this , I did collea all fuch 
Notes to this purpofe, as I met with 
in the courfe of my other Studies. 

From whence when I had received 
full fa tisfacr�n, I did for mine O\\' n 
further delight compofe them into 
this method. 

I have already attained mine own 
ends, both in the delight of compofing 
thli, and theoccafioo. of pub.ifhi-IJ3it. 
A£Jd tbe1ef� .need -not either t«ar 
the.t Cenfure of others, or beg their 
Favour. I coukl .never y,et,difcern,that 
any R�ader hath fbewedi the more 
�harity for the Author's befPeaking 
tt. faBewelJ. 

J. w. 

T 0 



To Me�cury the Elder, 
On the moflleartred' Merr:ary the Younger. 

REfl Maja's So. �,fometimes.I.ttr:preter 
Of gods, 11.11d.to ·tu me11thei' M�Jjewgt:" ; 

Take not focb pAins tU thou haft do11e of GlJ, 
To tettch men Hieraglyphicks,. anf/, to. uirfold 
Egyptian hidden chara&lers, ami ho._w 
Mer-, writ in dark ob{carity : For NOW 
Trithemius and Selenus �2oth· are J?.1"07t'n 
Sttch Cryptographers, tU they fo111';e N-�i{J own 
J.hee for their M.ifler ; and Decipherer J know 
Such fecret 11lays to r;rite, thott ne'er didfl fhow. 
Thefe are hut Artifls which thort di4ft infpire ; 
But now thort of a Mercury art s�re 
Of thine arvn 1M11Jf ,. a Poft with 1rl:wm the n'ind, 
8h·mtld it contend, would he left far bt:hind. 
11V!J:;(t mefJaJ'.e ,u thy metal flnkes the gold, 
/.2..:!ite thro1��h a 1Ved�e afjil-ver 11ncontro/,'d, 
And in <t 1110rtJef'JfJ .fp.1.ce doth pafs as far 
.As jro11J the Arrick to t�e Antartick Star. 

Sa 



So proving what is /aid of injlue1Jce, 
May now ve /aid of hu inteUigence, 
They neither of them having foch A quality 
.As A relatiOfJ to Locality : 
No places dijlance hindring their Commerce, 
Who freely traffick through the Vniverfe; 
And in 4 minute can a Voyage make 
Over the Oceans 11niver(al Lake. 
Thu Son of thine, could any words or praifl 
Hi4 Learning, Worth, or Refutation r.ai{e, 
We fhould be SuittJrs-to·h!m: to lJejloJv 
Encomiums tJn himfelf, n'hich we _do owe 
Vnto his worth, and uje that Eloquence, 
Which IM.hu orrn, mufl claim prtheminence: · 
For thee, ,til Glory etJOII<?,h thtJ.u h4ft a So11 
Of .Art, that hath ·thy felf in Art out-done. 

Sir Francu I(jn,tfton, Kt. 

To 



·_;To tbe unknown� -���thor. 
0� old who to the co.oupgn good apply'd, 

Or mind, or mean·s, f<ir 'it were Deifj'fJ. : 
But chiefly fuch, who Qew Inventions found; 
Bacchus for Wine,Ceres tbat'till'd the gro�nd. 
I know qo reafon time fhould breed filch odds, 
(W'h�y�:warrant for,t)men now may be llil'd 
By hiding who thou art,feek not to mjfS,(gods . 
. The glory due to fuch a Work as_ this;, · . ·  
But fer thy name, that thou mayft bave, the 
Left to the unknown God we Altars raife.(prai�, 

v/[nt bony .AttclJer) Efqj 

To 



To my Friend the Author. 

TO pr4ift lbJ Wf!t/e1 Were 10 411ti'c!pat� 
. Thy Reader's iulgiiient, Antl ta ilt.jure F�tte-; 

lnjujlice to thyfel{;_ for tea/worth . ' 
Needs not .Arts jlatterj-��fet i�forth. _ � 
S�me t�oo(e fete.��� --��,to rPr_-it-e, Blriends,,_ 
Who.fe Tl'erfi�, when the n'ork far!J, make 4mep4$. 
So tH the !Ju;·er htU his penny-worth, _ · H •. 
Tb�ttgh rfihat the Author w-rite prove /P'IIm?.frotiJ •. 
Tho,'!, of a humour crofs to that, .hajJ eliaje_· . 
.A Friend or tn'o, whofe Verfe hops like rough pro[e, 
From whofi inexpert vain thoit canft not look 
For lines that mAy enhance tbe price o'th' hook� 

Let it commend it.fcl(, ali we intend 
ls hut to jhew the World, thote art our Friend. 

Richard Hatton, Ef]; 

JO 



• To the fJ\.eader . 

R Eader, this Author has not long ago 
Found out another World to this below. 

Though that alone might merit great renown, 
Yet in this book he goes beyond the Moon. 
Beyond the Moon indeed, for here you fee 
That be from thence hatli fetcht down Mt-r-

cur1. 
One that doth tell us things both flrange 

and new; 
And yet believe't they're no� more flrange 

than true. 
· 

I'm loth to tell thee what rare things they 
be, 

Read thou the book, and then thou'lt tell 
them me. 

Tob. Hiorlrich. I. C. DoCl:. 

To 



I 
To·h1s honoured-Friend J·--·W.- on-·hisl 

learned Tract,· . , 
The Secret and Swift M�fleng��� 

· � �  .... 

INimitable Sir, we here difcern_ ... · 

. Max;ims the SttJgirite h�mfelf might learn, 
Were Pl..to now alive he'd yield to You, . _ _ :·· _ 
Coofeffirig forricthing might be Known·anew. �(v+. 
Frdh Hnefies (New-�things) fiill appea� ,;�� 
As·Almanackf, ·rhe Birtlis of every Year •. ' 
This Dstcb-man w�,i�1fComment; ·tfiafTran1fates; 
·A third Tr.mfcribes ; Your Pen alone Cre�tes 
New neceffuy Sciences; This Art . 
Lty undifcovet'd as the Worlds fifth part�·· 
But$ecre91's now publHh'd ; You re��al 
By Demonfiration how we may conceal .• .; 

Our Lrg:zte.r are but Men, .and often 'may 
Grea� Stare-alfairs unwillingly betn y 
.Caugh't.·by' fome.fifting Sp�es,. or tell-tale, Wine, 
Whid1 dig up Secrets in the deepen Mine. 
Sometimes, like Fire pent in, they outward break, · 
And \:aufe they lhould' be tilent, therefcre fpeak. . 

�or are Kings \Vritings fafe; To guard th�ir Fame. 
Like Sc�v,la, they wifu their Hand i'th' Flame. 
Ink turns to Blood ; they oft participate 
By_·Wax and �ill f1d Icarm his Fate. 
Hence Noble-mens bad writing prm·es a Plot : 
Their Letters are but Lines, their Nam�s a Knot. 

Bu'. 



But now they fhall no more Seal their own Fall; 
No Letters prove KilJing, or CapitaU. 
Thidgs pafs unknown, and each Ambaifador's 
Striet as. the Breaft of facred Confeffors : 
Such as the Inquifition cannot fee ; 
Such as are forc'd neither by Rack, nor Fee. 
Swift Secr�cy defcends to Huma·ne,,Powers ; 
That which was Pluto's Helmet, now is Ours. 
We lhall not henceforth be in pay for air, 
Tranfported Words being dear as pr�cious Ware; 
Our Thoughts will now arrive before they'le fiale; 
They fhall no more wait on the Carriers Ale, 
And Hofiefs, two La�d-Remorau, which bind 
All to a 7'or1oife pace, though Words be Wind. 
This Book's a better Ark; we brook nofiay, 
Maugre the deepeft Flood, or fouleft Way. 
Cofumerce of Goods.and Souls we owe to Two, 
(Whofe Fames Lhall now be Twins) Noah and Yoa. 
Each Bird is turn' d a Parrot, and we fee 
JE[op's Beafis made mo·re eloquent by thee. 
Wooers again []Jay wing their. fetter'd Love, 
By Noah's trufty Meifenger the Dove. 
Torches which us'd only to help our fight, 
(Like heavenly fires) do give our Reafon Light. 
Deaths Harbingers, Arrows, and Bullets prqve · 
Like C�epid's Darts, Ambaffadors of Love. 
Then your diviner Hieroglyphic�! tell, 
How �e may Landskips read, arid PiClures fpcll. 
You teach how Clouds inform, how Smoaks ad vife; 
Thus Saints with Incenfe talk to DeitieJ. 

Thas 



Thus by dumb Creatures we infirutted are, 
As the Wife Men were tutor�d by a Star. 

Since we true Srrpmt.r-like, do little wrong 
With :tny other memt)cr but the Tongue;· 
You tell us how we mly by Getlures talk: 
How Feet are made to fpea.k, as well as walli�_� .. 
Ho\Y Eye<; d1fcouffe, how myHick.Nods contrive; 
Making o�t ;.(nowledge too, Intuitive, 
A Be11 n0 noife but RhetoricJtaffords ; , Our Mll!ick Notes are Speeches, Sounds are Word$. 
Without ,:� Trope rhere's Language in a Flow'r, .;;._.
Conc:ir<: ue fmdt with�ut a Me�aphflr. 
Dark Su;)tleties we :n91f.'�t-qdi'ne, � 
Each Org�n's,t·urn�·eTe�� �f Difcipline. � 
'Tis to your Care we owe that we may fend 
Bufinefs unknown to any but our Friend. ·fJI-That which is Englilh Friendlhip to my Brother, 
May be thou�ht Greek or Non.fenfe to anotlJer. 
We n0w may H1rncr�s lliadi· confine, 
N >t it1 a Nut-!hell, but a Point, or Line. 
'\:Vhich Nt though2t fcem to exceed Faith, yet who 
Tries it, will tind both Truth and Reafon too. 
'Tis n'1t like Juglers tricks, abfurd, when tbown; 
But ffil)r..: and more adm;r'd, che more 'tis-known. 

Writing's an Afl of Emanation, 
And Thoughts fpeed quick and far as day doth run. 

tf(jcf1artl �ft. C. C� Ox. 
MERCURY. 



MERCURY, 
T H E 

Secret and Swifc 
M ESSEN GER. 

CHAP. I. 
ihe Depend.Jn&e of thu l(nowledl.e in 

Nature. The Authors that have 
treated of it. Its Relation to the 
Art of Grammar. 

EVery rational Creature, being 
of an im perfetl: and depen
dant Happinefs, is therefore 
naturally endowed with an 

Ability to communicate its own 
Thoughts and Intentions ; that fo 
by mutual Services, it might the 
better promote it felf in the Profecu
tion of its own W eU .. being. 

B 'And 

I 



T7Je Secret and Swift 
And becaufe there is fo vall a dif. 

ference betwixt a Spirit and a Body, 
therefore hath the Wifdom of Provi
den�e contrived a diflinB: Way and 
Means, wht:rt:by they are each of them 
inabled ro Difcourfe, according to the 
Variety of their feveral Natures. 

'.Aquinllf, The Angels or Spiritual Subftances, t;;tj. Per inftnt�ationem fpecierum, , (as the 
z:;,;/�1· Schoolmen fpeak.) By infinu�uing of 
ppr!ribus the Spooies{or -an ·u-nveiling of their 
Dn,part r, O\VD Natures in the Knowledge of lzba. '·19. fu h . I h Id d'f. c Pa rucu ars as t ey wqu 1 -

cover t� another. And Lince they are 
of an Homoge»eoH:S and immaterial Ef
fence, therefore do they hear, and 
know, and fpeak, not with feveral 
parts, but with their whole Sub
fiance. And though the Apofl:le 
mentions the lonJ!.ue of Angels,yet that ; Cor. 13 · is only Per co»ce/lionem, & ex hJpotheji. - · 

But now, Men that have Organical 
Bodies, cannot communicate their 
Thoughts fo eafie and immediate a 
way. And therefore have need of 
fome Corporeal lnftruments, both 

for 



M E s s B N G E, R. 
for the Receiving and C onve7i»!!, of 
Knowledge . Unto both ·which Fun. 
(.lions, Nature hath defigned feveral 
parts. Amongfi the reft, the Ear is 
chiefly the Sen f e of Difcipline or 
Le4r»ing, and the Tongue the Inftru-
m�nt of Teaching. The Communion 
betwixt both thefe, is by S peech or 
Language, which was but one at firft, 
but hath fince been confounded into 
feveral kind.s. And Experience now 
fbews, that a man is equally difpofed, 
for the Learning of all, according as 
Education fhall direCt him. Which 
would not be, if (as fome fondly con-
ceive) any one of them �ere N atu

.
ral raOeJitt� llnto us. For lntw exijlens prohtbet sacr.Philofl 

alienum. cap. 3 · 

Or fuppof e that a man could be cr2l. Rhod. 
brought up to the Speaking of ano· �nt. Jetf. 
ther Tongue, yet this would not hin .. tzb. 2' 9· 

der, but that he fbould fiill retain '· 14. 
his Knowledge of that which was 
Natural. For if thofe which are got-ten by Art do not hinder on e ano• 
ther, much lefs would they be any 

B 2 impe-



4 17;e Secret and S1vi[t 
impediment to that which is from 
Nature. And accordi�g to this it 
will follow, that moll: men fbould be 
of a double Language, which is 
evidently falfe. Whence likewife 
you rna y guefs at the Abfurdity of 1 
c;heir Enquiries, who have fought to i 
find out the Primitive Tongue, by ,; 
bringing up Infants in fuch filent foli- 1 
tary plac�s)l where they might not 
hear the Speech of others. 

Languages are fa far Natural unto 
us, as other Arts and Sciences. A 
Man -is born without any of them) 
but yet capable of all. 

Now, becaufe Words ar�only for 
thofe that are prefent' both in Tim� I 
and Place ; therefore to thefe there 
hath been added,the Invention of Let·; 
ters and Writing,\vhich arefucha Re
prefentation of �u·r Words (though; 
mOJc permanent) as our Words are; 
of our Tho�ghts. By thefe we may' 
difcourfe \vith them that are re- � 
mote from us, not only by the di- f 
fiance of many Miles, but alfo dt 

manyi 



M E s s E N G E R.·; 
-
,. 

many Ages, Hujm u{te fiimm mll.xime 
conftare humanit11tem vit£, memoriam, Nat. Hift. 
ac hominum immortalitatem,faith PlirtJ· 1· 14· c.I r. 
�ia hoc m11gnipcentius ? R!!}d 4qrte 
mirandmn? ill qreod ne mortu lfllidem Antiq.le£1. 
A_vida rapacit�M j��& uUtem haheat, faith 1• 4· '· 3· 
Rhodiginw. This being the chief eft 
means, both for the promoting of 
Humane Society, and the perpe-
tuating our Names unto foll<Jwing 
Times. 

How ftrange a thing this Art of 
Writing did feem at its firft Inven
tion, we may gucfs by the 'late dif
covered .Americans, who were ama
zed to fee men converfe with Books, 
and could fcarcc make themfelves 
believe that a Paper fhould fpeak ; 
efpecially, when af[er all their Atten
tion and lifining to any Writing (as 
their CuLlom was) they could never 
perceive any Words or Sound to pro
ceed from it. 

There is a pretty Relation to this Hermannr11 
·pUJpofe concerning an Indian Slave, F/;.�r.o �e. 

h b • fi b h' M ft . h OYig.Mrt• 
w 0 e1ng ent y ts a er, wtt beudi.Pr.tf. 

B 3 a Basket 



6 7 he Secret ,lnd Swift 
a Basket of Figs and a Letter, did by 
the '\\'ay eat up a great part of his 
Carriage, conveying the remainder 
unto the Perfon to whom he was di
reCled, who when he had read the 
Letter, and not finding the quantity 
of Figs anfwerable to what was there . 
fpoken of, he accufes the Slave of ! 
eating them, telling him what the r 
Letter faid againfi: him. But the In- � 
dian (not.withftanding this proof) did r 
confidently abjure the FaB:,1cur6ng 
the Paper, as being a falfe aild lying 
Witnefs. After this, being fent again 
with theJike Carriage, and a Letter 
expreffing the juft number of Figs 
that were to be delivered , he did 1 
again, according to his former Pra- � 
llice, devour a great part of them 
by the way; but before be medled 
with any, (to prevent all following 
Accufations) he firfl: too1t the Let
ter, and hid that under a great Stone, 
afTuring himfelf, that if it did not 
fee him eat the Figs, it could ne- �· 
ver tell of him ; but being now more 1 

ftrongly r 



M E s s E N G E. R. 
ftrongly accuh:d than before, he con
feffes the Fault, admiring the Divi-
nity of the Paper, and for the future 
does \promife his bell: Fidelity in every 
Imployment. 

Such fl:range Conceits did thofe 
wilder Nations entertain, concerning 
this excellent Invention. And doubt
lefs it mufl: needs argue a vall: Abi
lity both of Wit and Memory, in that 
man who did firfi confine all thofe 
different Sounds of Voice, (\vhich 
feem t6 be almofl: of infinite Variety) 
within the bounds of thofe few Let
ters in the AI phabet. 

7 

The firfl: Inventor of this was Cice.lib. 3· 
thought to be the Egyptian Mercury, deNa.Deo:-� 

h . h c. fi"l d h ,rr - Pclyd.Vz1'g. 
w 0 lS t ere.ore 1 e t e M�,;en�f!,tY de!w-.;entor. 
of the Gods. To which purpofe the lib.r.cap.6. 
Poets have furniilied him with Wings �t:n�i.
for Srviftnefs and difpatch in his F�r ca, 1.1. c.9. 
rands. And becaufe the Planet of Natal. co-
b h h mes MJtho!. 

t at name was t ougl t to obferve a 1. 5. c. 5• 
more various and obkure Revolution 
than any of the reft, therefore like wife 
did they attribute unto him filch 

B 4 Secret 



The Secret and Swift 
Secret and fubtle Motions, as might 
make him a trufty and private Meffen
ger, and fo the fitter for that Prefer
ment to which for this Invention they 
had advanced him. 

There is yet another way of dif
courfing, by Signs and Geftures ; and 
though it be not fo common in Pra
Bi(e as either of the other, yet in Nee
ture perhaps it is before them both, 
ftnce Infants are able this way to ex
prefs themfelves,before they have the 
benefit of Speech. 

But now, becaufe none of thefe 
ways in ordinary ufe, are either fo 
Secret or Swift as fome Exigencies 
would require ; ·therefore many of 
the Ancients have bufied themfeves 
in a further Inquiry, how both thefe 
Deficiencies may be remedied;as con· 
ceiving that fuch a Difcovery would 
be of excellent ufe, efpecially for fame 
Occafions that are incident to Statef 
men and Soldiers. 

That the Ignorance of 8ecret and 
Swift Conveyances, hath often pro

ved 



MESSENGER: 
ved Fatal , not only to the Ruin of 
particular perfons, but alfo of whole 
Armies and Kingdoms, may eaiily 
appear to any one that is but little 
verfed in Story. And therefore the re-
dreffing of thefe may be a SubjeB: 
worth our enq uiry . 

Amongfr the Ancients that have 
mofl: laboured in thefe Particulars , 

9 

1� /EnetU, Cleomenes, and Democritw, t. Polioru-
(as they are cited by * PfJlybitu) were ���!fl. 1.10• 
for their Inventions of this kind , 
more remarkably eminent. And that 
*Author himfelf hath giv en us fuch "'Polybiw, 

n. I . f h K 1 d ibia. 
an exa'--L R e ation o t · e now e ge juxt11finem of Antiquity in thefe things, that 'tis 
a wonder thefe following Ages fhould 
either take no more notice, or make 
no more ufe of it. Befides thefe, 
lhere is alfo J-ulius Africanrl!s, and 
Philo Mechanicus, two ancient Gre-
cians, who have likewife treated of 
this SubjeCl. 

The Military Significations in ufe 
amongft the Romans, are handled by t De re mz"• t Vegetius and ! Frontinut. !'tiJ/5,;�� 

Their 



1 o The Secret and S11Jt[t 
Their Notes of Secrecy ,and Abbre· 

viation in Writing, are largely fet 
"'L._denotis down by * Valerius Pro�us, and Pet. 
•ntzquu. Diacontu. There is likewife a Volume 

of thefe, fet forth by J IJ..fl/IS Gruttrus, 
which for their firft Invention are 
commonly afcribed u nto Cicero and 

.. The Fnther * Seneca. 
In latter times thefe particulars 

have been more fu lly handled by the 
a Lib. de Abbot a Tritemifu.,b ·Theodorru Biblian
l!o!ygrt�ph. Jer cHaptift.�. Porta.Cardan.Subtil.l.IJ. ztem de Ste- ' 6 d f' /'. .r;, '- 'f "'1 1_ nograph. de Var .C. 1 2. • '1 a�c C a1 auoon, J orun-
,h n-_aa.de nes Walchius, g Guftavus Selenus, h Ge-
�=:n. r�raus Vo/fius.: i Hera;annus, Hsgo, and 
linguarum. dtvers others 10 particular Languages. 
c Lib. de Amongft the refl: our Englifh 
�Yf!;�·in .Ari/lotle, the ]earned Verr�lam, in that 
./Ene� �0• w Ofk truly fl:iled the dd7J411Cement lyorcetzca. of Learnin(/ hath briefly contratled f Fab 9 �' gdecr;pt�g. the whole Subftance of what may be 
h �e Gram. faid in this Subjecl:. Where he refers Lzb.I.c.4o. • h A fG · • 
i Lib.deor. It tot e rt o rammar,noung It as a 
Scrib. deficient part. And in reference to 
D� Aupn. this is it handled by moft of thofe Sczentzar. • 
ub. 6.c.r. Authors who have treated of Jt. 

That 
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That Art,in its true Latitude com

prehending a Treaty, concerning all 
the ways of Difcour�, whether by 
·Speecb,or by Writing,or by GeHure, 
together with the feveral Circum
fiances pertaining to them. And fo 
this Subje8: belongs to the JJ1int of Ibitl. 
Knowledge, Expreffions being cur
rant for Conceits, as Mony is for Va
luations. 

Now as it 'viii concern a man 
that deals in Traffick, to underftand 
the feveral kinds of Many, and that 
it may be framed of other Materials 
befides Silver and Gold: So likewife 
does it behove them, who profefs the 
Knowledge of Nature or Reafon , 
rightly to apprehend the feveral ways 
whereby they may be expreffed. 

So that betides the ufefulnefs of 
this Subject, for fome fpecial Occa
fions, it doth aUo belong unto one of 
the Liberal Arts. 

From which Con1iderations we 
rna y infer, that thefe particulars are 
DQt fo trivial., as perhaps Otb.erways 

they 
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they would feem ; and that there is 
fufficient motive to excite any Indu
ftrious Spirit unto a further fearch 
after them. 

In this following Difcourfe I fhall 
enquire, 

I. Concerning the Secrecy of 
means, whereby to communicate our 
Thoughts. 

2. Concerning their swiftne[s, or 
quick paffing at any great diftance. 

J· How they may be both joy ned 
together in the conveyance of any 
Meffage. 

In the profecution of which, I fhall 
alfo mention ( befides the true difco
veries) moft of thofe other ways, 
whether Magical, or Fahulous,that are 
received upon common Tradition. 

CHAP. 
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CH AP. II. 

The CoHditions requifite to Secrecy : 
The ufe of it in the Matter of Speech, 
either 

� Fah/es of the Heathen. 
By 

Parables of Scripture. 

TO the Exanaefs of Secrecy in 
any way of Difcourfe, there 

are thefe two �alifications requi
fite. 

1. That it be difficult to be un
folded, if it fhould be doubted of, or 
examined. 

2. That it be (if polllble) altoge
ther devoid of Sufpicion ; for fo far 
as it is liable to this, it may be faid to 
come fhort in the very nature of 
Secrecy ; fince what is once fufpe
Eted, is ex pofed to the danger of exa
mination, and in a ready way to be 
difcovered ; but if not, yet a man is 
more likely to be difappointed in his · 

Intentions, 
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Intentions, when his Proceedings are 
rnifhull:ed. 

Both thefe Conditions together are 
to be found but in few of the fol
lowing Inftances; only they are here 
fpecified, to fbew what a man fhould 
aim at , in the Inventions of this 
nature. 

The Art of fee ret information in 
the general, as it . includes all fignifi
catory· Signs; may be fliled Cryptome
nyfit, or private Intimations. 

The particular ways of difcour
fing, were. before intimated to be 
threefold. 

1. By Speaking. 
2. By Writing. 
3. By Signs ot Geftures. 

According to which variety, there 
are a�fo different way5 of Secrecy. 

I. Cryptologia. 
2. Cryptographill. 
3. Semttologia. 

Cryptologia, or the Secrecy ofSpeak4 
ing, may confifl: either, 

1. In 
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1. In the Matter. 
2. In the Words. 

1. In the Mtetter: When the thing 
we would utter is;, fo concealed under 
the expreffion of feme other matter, 
that it is not of obvious conceit. To 
which purpofe are the Metaphors, 
AUegories, and divers other Tropes 
of Oratory ; which, fo far as they 
concern the Ornament of Speech, do 
properly belong to Rhetorick, but as 
they may be applied for the Secrecy 
of Speech, fa are they reducible unto 
this part of Grammar. 

To this like wife appertains all that 
ttnit.matical Learning, unto which not 
only the learned Heathen, but their 
gods alfo were fa much devoted, as 
appears by the firange and frequent 
Ambiguities of the Oracles and Syhils. 
And thofe were counted the 1noft 
profound Philofophers amongft them, 
who were beft able for the Invention 
of fuch affeB:ed Obfcur�ties. 

Of this kind alfo \,Vere all thofe 
JDyfterious Fahles� under which the f/16/es. 

Ancients 
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Ancients did veil the fecrets of their 
Relif.ion and PIJilo{op�Y, counting it a 
prophane thing to proftitute the hid
den matters of either , unto vulgar 
apprehenfion. R!!ja fciunt inimicam 
ejJe nlltttr£, apertam nudamque expofitio
nem foi; qu£, ftcut vulgaribus homi
num (enfibtu, intelleflum foi, vario re
rum teJ!.mine operimentoque fubtra.xit , 
ita " prudentibus arcllllll fo" volr�it p_er 

In somn. fabulofo trAfl��ri, faith Macrobius. The Scip. Lzb.r. gods and nature would not themcap. 2' felves have hidden fo many things 
from us, if they had intended them 
for common underftandings, or that 
others lhould treat of them, after an 
eafie and perfpicuous way: Hence 
was it that the learned men of former 
times were fo generally inclined, to 
involve all their Learning, in obfcure 
and myfl:erious Expreffions. Thus 
did the Egyptian Priefl:s, the Pythago· 
reans, Platonicks, and almofl: all other 
Seas and Profeffions. 

P11r�blet. And to this general Cullom of 
thofe Ages (we may gucfs) the Holy 

Ghoil: 
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Ghoft does allude, in the frequent: 
P4r4hles both of the Old and New 
Tell:an1ent. Parabola efl Jermo fi"'litN- Co"!men.lla 
dinar ius, qtti a/i!Jd di&it, aliud ji;,nificat, !fa,, Iif.. 

faith Aquina-s. It is.fuch a Speech of 
Si�ilitude, as fay� o� . .  t�in� and 
means another. 1 he Utfctples do 
djreB:Iy oppoft: it to p)ain fpeal�ing, .. .. 
BeiJold nOJv fpeal:efl thott plainly, and 110 �ohii 1S. 
Parables. 9• 

Aad elfewhere 'cis intimat�d, that 
our Saviour did u{e that mannerof 
teaching for the S ecre(r of it : That 
thofe proud and perverfe Auditors, 
who would not apply them-felves to 
the Obedience of his Doctrine, migh� 
not fo 1n u.ch as underlland it. To 
whom it is not f.irz-•en to know the myfle- Mat. q. 
rie: of the kint,do"! o_f God; to them all ��rk1 . 
thl17f!,S litre dBne zn Par&b/es, th.'lt fie- 1 1, I'l� 
in!. they may fee and not perceive, and 
hearing they mA) hear and not under• 
jla11d. 

The Art of thefe,.was fo to imp I y a Glo/Phito� 
fe�ret Argument, that the Adverfary �,:J.a;·, 1' 
might una wares be brought over to Stfl. s, 

C an 
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an aq{I1ow1qpgmeut and coofeffi.on 
oftle�thin� we would have. Tllus 
did ,.,ath£n unexpeB:edly difcover to 

tSam.rl. D11vid, tne truslty and Injullice of 
llis·flroceedi(lgs ·in the cafe of 'VriJI. 
Thus .did aOOiher P:opb� make Ahllh 
cond¢ .. rm, himfelf' for fuffering the 

1 liings Kios:of Syr'ia � efcape. And by this 
.2. means did our Saviour, in the Parable o. 39· 
Mat. lr. of the'-Vineyard, and the unjufl: �uf. 
; 3. band··, force the unbelieving J�ws 

to� fecret acknowledgment oftl;lofe 
J udgrnents they qad themfelves de·. 
ferved. � 
· Of thrs. ri�tur.e-·was•t Argument 
of an ancient Ot.:ttor, who when the 
Enemies had propofed Peace, upon 
this condition, that the City fhould 
baoifl1 their Teachers and Philofo
phers, �p�s up a�d tells·.;

the p�, 
pie a lfaJe,. of eertatn Wars betwiXt 
the Wolves and the Sheep, and that 
the Wolve$ prpmifed to make, a 
League, ifthestl'ep wlbuld put away 
their ·Mafl:iff-Dogs. By this means 
better inftruCling them of the dan-

ger 
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g� ��d madnefs there �uld- 6;,,}n 
ytekling to fw:lra CondtttOPJ. . ."' 

'The Jewifb Doaors do ac:net\lly 
irr:�eir Talmt�d, and all 'their other 
Writings; accu1lom themfelves ff•t· 
Para0olical -.p y c!f �ea41ing ; a.lld 
'ris-::.obferved, that many of rhpfC�bor· 
rid Fables .that are (tthereil U.Pq,n, 
them, do arife from a mifa.ppreiien,-
fJOn oft hem m this particular. Whilit ,SchickaYtl 
otherS interpret that accordiolJtO the Exame, 
L,etter, which they intended only fori:�� 
the Moral. A� that which one Rahby dif.7· 
relates, concerning ·a Lyon in the For-
reft of ·Eia.r, that at the 'diftacce· of 
four hundred Leagues, did with his 
roaring {hake down the Wails of 
Rome, and make the Women Abor-
tive. Wherein he did not affirm the 
exihence

. 
of any fuch �<?nftu , but 

only 1nurrtate the ternblehels - and 
power of the Divine Majefif. .. JJut 
this by the way. · 

By this Art>Lmany m�ri �e able 
in their ordinary DifcQurij:s, fo fe· 
crctly to convey their Counfels-1 or 

J ' c 2 J �� 
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reptoefs, that none fhall underll�nd 
the�, but thofe whom they con· 
cern. And tpis \Vay of teaching hath 
• great advantage above any oth�r, 
by ieafon it .. hath much m ore power 
in. ex.citing the Fancy art� AtfeCl:ions. 
Plain Arguments and Moral Precepts 
bar�ly propofed, are more flat in their 
Operation, not fo lively and perfwa
five, as when they Ileal into a Vlan's 
affent, 'fnder the covert of a Parable. 

To be expert In this particular, is 
not in every man's power ; like ··Poe
try, it requires fuch a natural Faculty 
as cannot be taught. iut fo far as it 
falls under the rules and direchons 
of Art, it belongs to the Precepts of 
OratorJ. 
r In the general .tis to be obferved, 
That in -thefe cafes a man mull: tbe 
very care'ful to make choice of fuch a 
fubjell, as may bear in it fome proper 
Analogy and re(�blance to the chief 
bulinefs. And ·he mull: before .. hand 
in his thoughts, fo aptly contrive the 
feveral parts of Ehe Similitude, that 

they 
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they may fitly anf wer unto th9fe par
ticular paffages which arb �f greatefl: 
confeq ue nee� 

C H A P. I I I . • 
lOIICI!Y1JtRg th�t Secrec' of Speech, which 

co11{tjh in the words, Either 
By inyenting new ones, J Ca�J!in�. 

as 1fl l ConJur�t�g. 
Or by :1 changing�lnverfton. �  

of t h e  known Tranfmutt�tion. 
Language, w he- Diminution. 
ther ' .  AHgmentAtion. 

THe fecret �'ays of Speaking, 
which conlifts in the matter of 

Difcourfe, have been already handled. 
Thofe that are in the words are_ two
fold . Eicher 

1 .  By invent ing new words of our 
o w n ,  which !hal l  fignifie upon com
pact 

2 .  Or by fuch an alteration of any 
known Language, that in pron�ncia· 

C l tiop 
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tion it jfliaU · feem as ob�e, .as if:it 
·tvel16akogether baJbarous.• � , 

To the firtt kind we may �r 
�h� Cintine, of Beggars ; who though 
tbey retain the common Particles , 
yet have ittlpofed new. names upon 
.a.ll fucq �att.ers �s m,a� ·happc!n to 
be of :gte�teft Confeqiie_�ce and Se
crecy. 

Arid vf th is Aature· dte (]turns of 
Witches, add Language of MaWi�ians 

. feem fibe. Though of thefe it rna y 
\vlll be doubted,  whether therhavc 
any lignification a ca ll.. . And if Dhcy 
have, whet.h.er any" u�1derfiaml tbem 

· but the Devil himlar. 'Tis pro
ibable htrdid invent fuch horri d fnd 
·iJ»arbarous founds , that by theiJ he 
might mf>re eafily delude the · weal< 
�aginations· of his credu{ous Difci 

'IrAB. de pies. l��rfinus de Aries ··, �"'31\. Arch
fuferflitio- deacori in N�t.'ChJ.r, fpeakinfc of a Con-ntbt«. . . b •� 

h d . JUrmg6 oo.::, t at was oun 1n a 
Parilh under hjt�Vifita'tion , repeats 
out of it thefe forms of difcourfing 
·it� . the Devil. Conjt�ro te per £lim, 

per 
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per telioll, per fihoan, per adonay, per 
ttUelsqa'h, P!r't�,nti, per ar,hahtJlon, &c. 
An� a litt le after, Situ aUigati & con• 

j}rifli per ifla [ant/a nomin� Dei,, Hir, 
4Ui, hahet, fat,- mi, fiiifitt , ·;drotitJ
J?,#ndi, tAt, chamiteram, &c. li nd in 
ano�r pla'e , Coriflioll·, Matatron, 
CaJad.tfon_� (!zcozo, Yofiel, &<; .

. In wh1cb forms the common Par
ticl es and �ords or

' ufual•Sen�, are 
plaif\ly fct down in ordinary Latin ; 
but--many of. the other, which feem 
to have the greatefl: Efficacy , are. of 
fuch fecret fence, as I think no Lin
'guill: can 'difcover. 

The lnveations of this J{ind do not 
fall  under any particular Rule or 
Maxim, but may be equally infinite 
to �he variety of articulate Sounds. 

The feconJ way of fecrecy jp Pwta de 
Speech ,j is by· a n  altera tion of • furi.lit. l.r .  

kno\\rn Language, \Vhich 'is far more  ��;n� de eafie, and may prove of as much ufe crJptogrtr 
for the priv2.cy �jr, C\S the other. phin, lib.2. 
This may be perfofthed four ways. cap. r .  

c 4 r .lJy 
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J .  By, lnverfion, \Vl�eidJer t�e 

Letters or 3}'lial:!u a�e j i1lled bi.�k
\vards. 

Mi'<o tihi M E 7 1J L A �  iancros 
tPJitare le,gcn�io, .. y.'hcre the .:wor� S A
L V  T E M  Is exprdTed by an �n.ver
tlon of the L e t ters. Or as in this c!flier 
example, St1.bo fjlad, ve��litti, which 
by a n  inverfion -·of rhe .9yllables , . 4s 
Flo(lz1 adcjl, ca've t:!Ji. 

2. By YranftnrtttJtion, or a mutual  
�hanging of cnc le r rer for anoth;r · in 
'j'H\)nunciat ion , a·nf\\ ·cra bl e to �hat 
for in of wri t i-n g tnentioned i� · the 
feventh Chapter. A. nd though this 
may fe�m of great d ifficulty, yet ufe 
and experience wil l make it cafie. 
· �- By cont�ac1in,g fome words, and 
leaving pa rt of them out ; prori�un
.. g them a. frer fame fuch wa� as 
flty ·wert;. wont to ne bot� written 
a'ntJ printed in a ncient Copies. 'fhus 
� � ftands for anim�, Arl's for Ariftote
les. But this can_�uc of final I ufe in 
the Engl ifh TOfllfie,becauft:: that does 
confill moll: of Monofyllahle s. ' 4  • 4· By I 
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4. r+y· tf�tl,mentinJ?, words w ith the 

addition dt ·otfler letters. Of which 
kind is that  fecret way of d.ifcourfing 
in ord inary ufe ,  by doubli-rlg the 
Vowels +r make tlte Syl lables,. and 
�nt��ofii1g G.or any othe r Confonant 
1(. P. 't. R ,  &c. or other Sy l lables, as 
Porta lib. tii, �up. ) · de {t.trtiv. liter.notif. 
�us if I ·wbuld fay, Our Plot iJ di[c.fJ
vered , it mull be pronou nced· thus, 
Ouf:.iU11 ploj._Ot ip, i1 dz.e.ifcof!.O'vegerfge4. 
Wh1ch does not feem fo obfcure in 
writing , as it w ill in fpeech a nd gr� 
nunciation. A nd it is fo ealie to be 
learnt , that I have known little 
(:hildren,a lmoll: as foon as they c6uld 
f[xak, difcourfe to one another as fall: 
this way, as they could in their pla in-
eft l!ngliib. . 
. ,�Jut  all  tbefe latr:r kit;Jds o� fecrt# 
1 n  Speech, ha ve thts grand tnconvl�
n ience in  t hem , that they are not 
withou t fufpicion.  

There are fo� .other ways of 
fpeaking by ioarticu late found£ , 
,vbich I fhall mention afterwards. Chap. 11 ·  . . 

C H A P. 1 8• 
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Conce ;zin!_ the Secret Conveyances of 
any mritten e./Jage in , a; 1onafl 
the Ancients, 

Either by 

He fecrecy of any written Mef 
fage may confift{Co.nveyance 

eith r in the UTnting. 
I .  In the Converance , when a Let· 

te is fo dofel y c..oncealed in the car 
riage of it, as to delude the fearch 
and fidpicion of the Adverfary. Of 
which kind t he anc ient Hifioria s do 

rn us with divers rei t ions, re-
u ible in the genera l unto thefi three 

Heads. Thofe that a re 

x .  By Lan . 
2 .  By Water. 
�· Through t he open Air. 

1. The 
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I .  Tl fi cret onveyances by Land, • ByLand. 
may be of n u m berJefs variety ; but 
thofe ancient Inventions of this na .. 
t u re, whi c h  to my remembra ce are 
moll ob · us and r n1:::. rkable , are 
heft . 

t of H.-trpaf!.&U the Mede (men- Ht'1'11d. l. r . 
tioned by e-rodctus and J-ttftiu) who �:,P�:�1: r . 

en he wou ld exhort Cyrt�,s to a Con
fpiracy aga inll the King his Uncle , 
( and not daring to commit any 
fuc 1 Mcffage to the ordinary \vay of 
Conveya nce , efpecial ly fince t 1e 
King's Jealoufie had flopped up a I 
paffages \Vith pies and Watchmen ) 
he puts his  Lettet s into the Belly of 
a I-Iare, which, together with certain 
Hun rs ets , he delivered unto a 
t r· ervant, who under th is dif
gu· e o a Huntfman, got an unfu
ft �..; ·ed alfage toCyrt�s. And AJlJaf!.es 
himfelf was by this ConijJiracy be
reaved of that Kingdom �hich was 
then the greatefr 1 lonarchy in the 
World. 

To 
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1uftin. t. 2 .  To this pu:r: ofe l ikewife i s  that 
See the f D · f " h ]ike rela- 0 Cmttr·at!IS tng 0 vfarta ' W 0 
red of Ha- being banl fhed . rorn h is own Counmucnr. Ib. t ry , and rec-eived in the Perfia n /.Jb. 2 • .  ou rt, when he there und r flood of 

X�-r .x r ,  h is d e fi gn and pre ara ion 
for a War with Greece , he· ufed 
t h c fe mea ns for the diG ove ry of i t  
u nto h is Count ry-men. H aving w · it  

• snch as a n  Epi l l in a * Tablet of Wood, 
£xm rly he  covered over t he Lette rs with 
they were a x  a nJ then committed it unto W 0 '1 t:  to ' 
wrj:- t rufly Sen· a n t ,  to be del ivered u nto 

���:1 , the  a gl f h ates of Ltictdcemon ; who, '� h n _e 1 h · d · d · 
the o h �·afe �r t ey l1a recen: e  J t ' were 
Raj..; tnbu- for a long t ime i n  a pe rp lexed Con
iP,and h te- � l ta t ion wh" t i t  i11ou ld mean, they TA . • l lttura. d .d r h . . 

d J 1ce n o t  t n g  · · rnten , an yet 
cou ld  not conceive but that it fhou id  
i port fome weighty Secret  ; t il l  
a t  length t he King's S i fter did a c
cide n t a l l y  difcover the \V rit ing un
dett the Wax : By w h ich n1eans the 
Grtci.ms were fo well  provided for 
the following War , as to give a 
Defea� to the grcatefl and mofr nu-

merous 
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merous Army that ·is mentioned in  
Hillory. ��:. 

The Fathers of '� Coun�[ of Ifaac cl#[��.o 
Ephe(us , when fileflorius w��n- �:���� 
deml)ed, bting llrietly debarred from lior. c. 3 1. 
all�ry ways of Conveyances , 
were�

.
�'iaa��, k nd � �to Conj/aHtinople 

by one-tn . d1fgu tfe of a Beggar. 
�some Melfengers have been fent 

away in Coffins a s  b:.ing Dca': Some 
others in the Difguife of Brufe" Crea
tures, as thofe whom 1c:flphu.r ment·i:- -, 
ons in the Sie

.g
e of 'Jo.t��:pat�,who tre�� OUt of the Cuy by night hke Dogs. c.l' . . ... �-

Others ha vc conveyed Letteri;_tO 
their imprifoned Friends, by' pu�g 
them into the Food they were to re
ceiv� . w hich is related of Polycrittt. 
Lati'rentius /1-tedices involving his Epi- Hermtn� • .  
ftl� jn,. a piece of Bredd , did feh!f''

0
H!lgo de . 

t.. b . N bl "\ . h 
rrg. Scr1�. 

h•em y a certain o eman m · t  � c. 1 5 . 
form of a Beggar. There is af!Other solenm. de 
relation of one, who rolled ]rl�-r�ptogr� 
Letters in a Wax- candle, bidding the ph,",1• 8• 
Melfenger tell the Party that was to 
receive it,that the Candle W�·give 

him 

c. 1· 
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him l ight for his bufinefs. There is 
yet a ftrange veyance fpoken of 

Poli01'f:et. in /Efl)etU, by w i t ing on leave , and 
'· J r. afterwards with thefe ea 'es, cover

ing over fome fore or putrid Ulcer, 
where the enemy would neve fi fr 
any fecret M ·£fage. 

Othe.rs 1ave ca rried i es in
fcri ed upon thei r o w n  Fle(h whic 
is reckon d amonaft thofe fecret Con
veyances mention d by Ovid. 

Caveat hoc c11jlol, pro chart�, confcia 
tergttm 

r<£be-at , inqtte jito corpore verba 
fer at. 

But amongft all the ancient Pra
i�es in this kind, there is none, for 

the Strangenefs) to be corn pared u to 
iierod. l. ' that of liyfli.eui, mentio 1e by 1-ferot. 3J · . dotrts nd out of him in Aultu Gellitts ; No�ses.dttz. h h ' lft h fid d ' h . 1. 1 7 .  c. 1 o .  w o w 1 e re t e Wit Dantu 

in Ptrfta, being defirous to fend u nto 
Arift.z, a1 in Greece, about revolting 
from e Perjian Government, (con-

cerning 
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cerning which they had before con
ferred together ) but not knowing 
well how at that d ifrance to conv y fo 
dangerous a bufioefs with fuffki c-nt 
Secrec , he at length contrived it afcer 
this t.anner : He chofe one of his 
Hou fhold- .... rvants tha t was roubled 
with fore es, pretending that for 
his recove1 y his Hair muft be ilia ved, 
and hts ead fcarrified ; in t e per
formance of which Hyfliams took oc-
cafion to imprint his fecret Intentions 
on h · s 0ervanl 's H ad ; and keeping 
him dofe at home ti l l his Hair was 
grown, he then told hin1, T at r 
his perfea Recovery, e mufl: T · vel 
Into Gre ce un .. o AriftagortU, who y 
fhaving his Hair the fecond time , 
would certainly refrore him. By 
which re ation you rnay fee wha 
frrange Shifts the A nci nts were put 
unto, for want of Skill in this S jeer 
that is here difcourfed of. 

3 '  

'Tis reported of fome fugitive Jews Jofeph. de 
at the Siege of Jerufalem, who more Bello Juaa. 
fecurel to carr a :va y t ei old , 1• 6· '' 1 5  • 

did 
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d id firft melt tt i nto Bullets, and then 
fwa l low it down , vent ing it after 
wa ds a mongft their other Ex ere. 
me ts Now if a man had but ht� 

s�lin: Poly- Facu lcy , who could write omer's 
hifl· '· 6· IIi ads in fo {mall a Vol ume as might 

be contained in a Nut- el l ,  it ere 
an eafie m· uer for hi m ,  by this tricl< 
of h J ' S ,  fecu r ly to convey a 
w acket of Letters. 

� .  By Wa- 2. e o  a l l  the Land-pa [ages have 
er. been flopped u p, t hen have the An. 

cieot  {1 othe r fecret Conveyances 
by W ater ; writ ing their  Intent ions 
on th in  pla tes of Lead ,  a nd faftning 
t em to the A rms or Thighs of fome 

DtStratag. ex ert S wimmer. � Frontirms relates; 
1• 3· c.  I J .  tha \vhen LuctJ!lus woul d  inform 

a befieged City of h is com ing to 
fuccour them , he pu t h is Letters 
in to wo Bl dders , betw ixt whtch 
a co mon Souldier in the d i fgutfe 
of a Sea-monfter, was appointed to 
�iim ��to the City .  !here have �een 

A. hk •. - e more exqutfite Inventions 
fQ . . · under the \Vater, either by 

a 
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a mans felf, or in a Boat, where�n 
he might alfo carry prov ifion, only 
having a long Trunk or Pipe, ith 
a tunnel at the top of it, to let dowri 
frefh air. But for the prevention of 

ll fuch conveyances ; the A ncients 
\Vere wont in their ftriaeft Sieges, to 
crofs the ivers with fhong * ets, i' Plin.l.Ia. 

to fallen flakes in feveral parts of the ' · 1 7' 
Channel with {harp Irons,as the blades 
of Swords, flicking upon them. 

� .Hence was it that there have been �through 
other means attempted through the Ai�.ope 
open Air, either by ufing Birds, as 
Pigeons and Swallows infl:ead of 
�effengers , of which I fball treat 

more particularly in the fixteenth 
Chapter. Or elfe by faftning a wri ... 
ting to an Arrow, or the weight that 
is ca ft from a fling . 

Somewhat of this nature, was that 
Intimation agreed upon betwixtDavid • San1.1o. 
and Jonathan, though that invention 
does fomewhat favour of the anCient 
fimp icity and rudenefs. It was a more u,d,;:tfive 
exaa invention m�n tioned by tro- l.� . c-. l l �. 

D dotm 
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The Secret and Swift 
aotm concerning Artabaz.m and Ti
moxentu, who when they could not 
co together, were wont to inform 
one another of any thing that con .. 
cerned their affairs,by fafl:ning a letter 
unto an Arrow, and direaing it unto 
fame appointed place, where it might 
be received. 

T us alfo CleonJmm King of Lace. 
d.tmon,in the fiege of the City rre�ene, 
injoyned the Soldiers to fhoot feveral 
Arrows into the Town, with notes 
faftn unto them having this In
fcription, ttH)Ud ':;. '7rnAW e?i.6L�pwatt.v. 
I come thAt 1 may rejlore thu place to 
its LihertJ. Upon which the ere· 
dulous and difcontented Inhabitants 
we e very willing to let him enter. 

When Cicero was fo ftraightly be� 
fieged by the Gauls, that the Soldiers 
were almoft ready to yield ; Cefir 
being defirous to encourage him with 
the news of fome other Forces that 
w re to come unto his aid, d id fhoot 
an Arrow into the City, w · th thefe 
words faftned unto it, c�for Cicerom 

Pfill&i4TN 
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pduciam optat, exp�lla' auxiliam. By 
which me ns the oldiers were per
fuaded to hold out fo long, till hefe 
new Succours did arrive and break 
up the Siege. · 

h fame thing might alfo be done 
more fecureJy, by rolling up a note 
\vithin the head of an Arrow , and 
then fbooting of it to a Confederates 
ifent,or to any other appointe place. . 

To thts purpofe is that which Lyp- Po/iwcet. 
firis relates out of .Appian, concerning �Z;1�. 2 •  
an ancient cullom for the befieged to mention
write their minds briefly in a little ed �lfo by 
. . fl d h' h h Jd 

• h HelzDdor. e1ece 0 ea 7 W lC t ey COU Wlt a Hifl.IEthiq. 
fling call: a great dillance, and exaa y l. 9· 
hit any fuch particular place as fbould 
be agreed upon, where the confede-
rate might receive it, and by the fame 
tneans return an anfwer -:t 

Qf this;nature likewif� .. are t,bofo 
kind of Bullets,lately inveifted iflibefe 
German yv ars , in w�ic,h they cip 
fl1oot1 not. only Letters, Corn,and�tlie 
like,but (which is the ftrarigef1) . .,9W• 
der alfo into � befieged City. ·· · .  

D 2  BUt 
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World in But amongft all other poffible con-
���� �eya�ces through the Ai:, imagina

tion tt felf cannot concetve any one 
more ufetul , than the inven ign of a 
flying Chariot, which I have menti. 
oned elfew here. ince by this means a 
Man rna y have as free paffage as a 
Bird which is not hind red e · ther by 
the big eft Wails , or the deepefi 

ivers and Trenches , or the mofi 
watchful  Sentinels. But of this perhaps 
I ay have occafion to treat more 
large y in fome other difcourfe. 



M E s s E N G E R . 

C H A P •. �V. ... . ' .(1: : whi&h �osfifls is 'he 
wri.litJg , wh.elber the 

�. -. . 

AncientsW for the �riv - '  

3 7  

·. , . 

Inventfoniffo .
. ; 

'lleJ4'!C� of any' written melfa· . t 
the fubJ�El: of the Ia A: Chapt�!· ; .. &. ��·.'(1: The fecrecy of Writi»g mlf ��LJ. � ' 

..1 •• t� "' � �The Materials, ·,. · 
either in or .�, 

The Form. • 
_1 . The Materials of �.i tin�e.selenUI de 

�he Paper and Ink, (or tftJt. 
whic\Js f"������-

mftead of them ) both winch may � 
�e .f9 priyately ordered,�at. t"he iJ;. 
icnbed fence fhaU not tJie dtfc�t-
abte without certain hclpc; anff at.: 
retl:ions. ·"" 

D � 1 .  The 
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1 .  The Pit" 1 .  The chief contrivance offecrecy per . by the Paper , in ufe amongft he 

A ncients, was the L4_cedemoni•. 
tale., the manner �f which w::��!iiW�nc; 
There were provided two 
of an equal length and fize, . 
frrates always . netaining 
at 4ome, and i:he other 
a).�oatl by the �enera1, pipg 
�·�· When. there was any 
fc · , . i to be writ by it, their 

· · n��er wis �o wrap a narrow thong 
of iarchment about one of thefe 
�tafl!S , by a ferpentipe rev.�lution , 
fo that the c;:dges of tt migh� meet 
clofe 4Qgether ; upon botk which 
e�ges · tHey infcribed their Epifile , 
Whereas the Parchment being taken 
off, 'there appeared nothing but pieces 
pf Jl;tters on the fides of it ' which 
�efld nor � joy ned together into the 
rjaht fence, without.the true sc,tale. 
Thus is it buefly and fully defcribed 
·p� .AII/onius. 



M E s s E N G .E R .  3 9  
Yel Laceae111011i11m S&Jtt�len imiiiWe A,foaiuud 

a!Je/Ji Palimtm. 

-in� PergAm�i, tereti, eire11.W• 
ligfll, 

� i•fori!Jens '1Jerfo, �ein4e fo-
� � 

onde��tes JP•rfo dt��it orai•e 
fif . . 

You may read in P/utAr.c .. _by 
this means Pharnahaz did deceive 1, ·ut#-LJ{andtr. • :t.J LJ/1111dri: 

'Ti��true, indeed;that this way was 
not of fuch inextricable fecrecy � but 
that a little examination n:UaPt have 
eafily dilcovered it, (as Scatfi.�r truly Ex,e.3 17. 
obferves) however in thofe Ages ,  
which were lefs verfed in thefe kinds 
of Experiments , it feemed lB9�h 
more fecret than now it does unt&us-; 
and in thefe times there are W&h· 
other means of privaQe difcourlWig , 
which even Sct�liger's Eyes (as4goa,d ·$ 
they were) could not difcover. An'a 
therefore it was too inconfiderate and 

D 4 magt-·' 
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magifterial ·a. fentence of him, from 

Poflim tie thence to conclude all this kind of 
Arte�rnm. Jearning to be vain and ufelefs,ferving I. t. c. 4-0· 1 r . ft d on y •or tmpo u re, an to perplex 

the inquirer. 
, Tis cert(lin that fome occafions 

rna y req u · re the exacteft privacy ; and 
� tis as cer t ain, that there may be fome 
ways of fecrecy , which it were mad
nefs for a man to think he could u n-

Peget.  de re fold. Furori fimile ejfe videtur, jibi ali
mdtt, 1· 3 · tjttem perfuttaere, tam circtAm{peCfum,  ho.

minem ej]e po/Je, ut {e a jt1rttVO qttodam 
fcripto,abditaq; mAchtnatione t11eri pol/it 
nam ajians qtJ.ilibet, vel procul diftans 
lcqtlilur, ...... jatlum rmnciat, ttl non [olt�tn 
a nemine percipiatur, fid ne fie q�tidt:m 
jit,ni(icare quippiam poffe exijlewet, faith 
Vegetitu. And Bapt�{ia Porta (who 

Proeem. z. 3 . had a ftra nge and incredible ability in 
def_urtivu difcovering of fecret writings , yet �otu. doth ingenioully confefs, Mtdta tjfe 

poffe furtiva fcripta, qtttt fe interpreta· 
turum quenrp�ttm polliceri; fitrorem ac 
delirJum plane e.xij}imarem. 

So 
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So @at though the ancient inven

tions of this kind, were too�eafily di(: 
co._,erable,yet �Alif.er had no reafon to 
�de tllis to b� a needlefs Art, or · 
that ther�fore he could Uttfold any ot�. ay that might b� invented. 
B · y the way. , 

2. ther material of writing is 1.Thelnk. 
tlfts.!ln ,o .- hat Iiq�or which is ufed in-
fiead of it, by. which llNtns alfo, there 
are fundry ways of fecrecy,cokt-.only· P�rca Mil-
mentioned in natural Mrl[.ick. gz�, 1· 16• 

l ·r  . - .  h c.. l ..  lif/eckq. tle T ms 1 a man wrtte Wlt N� Am- s_e;r,ei.l. 14• moniac*, dilfotved.ln water, the letters J�ach. For
wil l  not appear legible, till the pap�� �:":nt�3ejle
be held by tho fire : This o� affirm 
to be true alfo i n  rh� juyce ·e-ronions, cart1A11. 
Lemons, with diverfe thelike acid and ;;:�·};!�: 
corroding moifiures. ._, rietate,l.n 

And on the contrary ,- thofe �e�rs c.  6r. 
that are w ritten with dilfolvedA�Ii1, 
will not be difcernable till the p�ge, Ibid. 
be d ipped in  water. · 

Thero. a re {Ome other J uiees tha,t Biblitmtler 
do not appear, til l the paper be �ld de R�tione 
b . 

C dl d h com./ingus• etWJXt a an � an t � Eye. rnm. 
That 
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That which is writteil with. the 

water pf\ putrified Willow; or the 
d iftilled Juice of Glow-worms, will 
· not be vifible but in the dark, adort, 

f:f."'�t,";. affirms ft?m his own expe�_n:. . . 
There Is alfo a fecret way · n-

ting with two feveral Ink - of 
them a like in colour , b · one 
being of that nature, that it :wl .-(lty he rubbed or �(bed oft'1�nd the other 
not. • � -:- • 

A man rdiy likewife write fecretly 
with a taw Egg, the l etters of which 
being throughly dried , let the whole 
paper be blacked over with Ink, that 
it may · .. ar without any infcrption, 
and wlleo this Ink is alfo weH dried, 
·if you do afterwards gently fcrape it 
over with a Knife, it will  fall off from 
thofe places, where before the words 
we.;e written. 

Thofe letters that were defcribed 
with Milk,or Urin,or Fat,or any other 
glutinous moifture, wil- not be legible 
unlefs dull be . firft fcattered upon 
them , which by adhering to thofc 

places, 
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places, wiit'difcover the wr iting. This 
way is mentioned by Ovid, De Art• 

Am ami. . ( !{IJI4 fJNOfJMl efl , jAUittjllf OCNlos e 
l•lle recenti 

��r• , c•rboiJU p11fvere tuge , 
. es. 

-�n�s .tbougbt that Attalus made 
ufe �f this device , tliltbetter to ex� 
cite the counge of his Soldiets.lleiog 
before the Batcel to fa6ifice to the 
gods for fuccefs, as he pulled.o�t the 

�ntra ils of the Beaft , he defcribe" 
upon them thefe words,Regu Vitlori4, 
which he had before wPIIfl back .. 
ward in·bis hand with fo�gummy 
juice. The intrails being ' turned up 
and do·wn by t�e Prieft, to find out 
their fignificadon, the letters did by 
tha� means gather fo much duft a& tq 
appear legible. By which omen the 
Soldiers were fo ftrangely heightned 
in their .. hopes and valour, that the.y won the day. 

Unto 



44 Tie Secret a11d � 
. Unto thefe Experime�

. 
, fecr�cy 

Gujl. Sele· m the M�tteri•ls of wnrmg , fomc 
:��';�7!- add thofe other wayst of expreffiog 
l. s. c. 3 .' any private intimation by draw� a 

firing through the holes of a Jitde 
Tablet or Board ; thefe hoJl

_ .

es . · 
_
- ld 

be of the fame number with• . t� 
ters , unto which byitQm . _ � 
fhould be feverally a�� . •  -e 
orde r of ,t

.
he tffireads' p� 1� through 

tb�w"'tilf ftr� t<Yexpr y words, 
and fo co�uently any fence we 
\Vould difcover. 

'To this purpofe l ikewife is thar' 
other 'iof fi:cret informktion, by 
d ivers · tied upon a fii g, ac· 
cord ing certa in  dirlances, ftlwhich 
a· m a n  rna) as di ltinClly , a nd yet a5 
A�ecnt{1, e'Xprefs his. mea�ing; as by 
any �ther way o� d i kourfe. For who 
w�ta rm!lrufl any private News or 
Treachery to l ye hid in  a thread , 
w_herein there was noth ing to be 
difcerned , but fundry clnf.ufed knots, 
or ot hc.:r the l ike marks ? 

The 
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The manner of performing it is 

t�us : Let there qe a fquare piece of 
platt., or Tablet of Wood like a 
Trenche:r, with the twenty (our Let
ters-Je�ribed on the top of it , at 
tq.flances, and after any Order 
that·�_!'rbe agjeed upon before-hand, 
tiAt-�otli� �pp.pfite fides, Jet there 
be aiverfe' 1ittle teetb,.10n which the 
firing may tie hitched or faiptd for 
its feveral returns, as iflitbe follow
ing figure. 

Where 
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h re the lhin i$ fu fi W e g ppo ed to 
be fafined by a loop on the firfi tooth, 
toWards the letter A, and afterwards 
to be d ra wn fucceffively over all the 
relt The marks upon it do exprefs 
the fee et eamng BewAre of thu 

Be11ret 

) 
) ) 
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Bellrtr fiPho is {ellt 114 " sp, wer JOU, 
When it is taken off, and fent to a 
Confederate, be �may eafily under-
ftand its intentio�, by applying it to 
his own 1a'ablet, which muft be an
fwerttf» unto this. . The infl:rument 
may De �ap

.
ee rtfl\UC�longer than is 

�ex�� .; bPt tf the matter to 
be revealed�oullhappen to be more 
than the Tablet would bqar,,_lfiQD may 
it be fuppliee:l either by all�ther ftring, 
or elfe by beainning

_ 
again wit� that 

part of the time ftrmg, wherelB the 
laft letter was terminated. . 

There may be divers other:Joven
tions of. kind, but I ha.ve hot ob
ferved any more remarka!B.e , than 
thole which are already meolfoned. 

C H A .i. 
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C H A P . .  -vi. 
ect'et writing 11't!h the common !etters, 

by cha�tginf!, of their places. 

Hat fecrecy which does confifl: 

l d in the form of writing , i St mt/4 . � h f� cryptogr-a- w en the w·ords or I etters are o 
pha, l. l. fram d oy compaa ' that they are 

� 5 · ta not of o i nary lignification. The 
ru� ;;Cttf• i n ventiOnS Of t his kinp may 'f both 
tandi inte� for heir pleafure and benefit, jufl:ly artes Sub:z- h l l l . fl. h lz�ate pr�- c a .

. 
enge a p ace £mongLL our ot er 

fttintes an- fiud tes. 
numerantt. St. Attjin fpeaking of fuch human eft. Cardt.Jn. • • 

b d subtzu. r 1.  Inventions as are to be em race or 
avoide , and re jeEl:ing all  n1agical In· 
flitut tons and Commerce with the 

J?e J?o_flrin Devil ,  he adjoyns, Ea verd qute ho-chrifltt.Jn� · I • ·L h _l ,ff. d l. �. c. 26_ mu:es cttm tJomznzom 110ent, aJJumen a, 
& 1fltlXime liter ttrum pgur £ , &c. 

x eo p,enere foNt etiam nottt , qtltH 
q�t didtcerunt , proprie .potarii appel· 
Lantur. Vtilia Jtmt if!a, nee di{crlnfttr 
illiclte,.'Yuperjlitin{e implicant, nee 

• . JtiXII 
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lrtxtt enervant, fi tantHM Oe&Hpent, Nl 
majoribns reb#s, q:eibus infervire de-. 
bent, not jint impedimetJto. .. 

Thts way of�cret writing may bt 
contrived ei  het. 

1 .  By the common letters. 
2 .  Or by fome invente notes 

nd charaB:ers in ead of thetn. 
Both thefe being iftin · fbable 

into tho!e kin s that contain either, 
1. Eq ua . 
2 .  Or more. 
3 ·  Or fe\ver figns tha are na· 

turally requ ired to the true framing 
of the w d.  

The p rticulars of thefe may be 
altered to fuch great variety as can
not be reckoned, a nd therefore I !hall 
fpecifie tho(e on!y which feem moft 
remarkable , either for their Anti
qu ity oi: l1f�fulnefs. 

The way of fecret wnung by equal 
letters, is eijferqby changing of 

I .  The�& places, or 
2. The�poweJs. 

E I · By 
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1 .  By altering of the places 

�Lines. 
Either of the Letters. 

, • Both. 
�.�tranr.. 1 .  A. man may obfcure the fenfe, 
J: ��gJbe by perplexing the order of the Lines QS. 

If they be written, not only from the 
left band to the right, but alfc fro 
the right hand to the left, as in t e 
Eafie a g ages, or from the top 
o the bottom, and fo pward again, 

Diodor.Sic. as is COtD only related to be ufual 
Bihlioth. amongfi th� Inhabitants of Taprobana 
�;:_m� in the onth-Sea, with thofe in China 
H��go d; and 'Japan. According to this follow" 
ar�,g. s"i/; ing e mple. '· s. • e r f d I .. e e I I t 

• .J e t o o f w h 
1 f u  u h h s e 
p h o t o a v  s p  p a h t  t I t r h e 
u n t h e  I s  e t s  f d 1 e 1 n g  a o t y f Y. f b o n  f d t 
d p 'C 1 a t o e c l  
c e g e e b m a n e:.-

1 1 In 
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, in- the reading of whic� , if you 
begin at the firft letter towards the 
right hand, and fo downwards, and 
then upwards again, . you may find 
thefe words expreifed .  

'-
The Peflilence doth ftill increafe "� 

�ongft us, we fhall no) he ahle to hold out . the Siege without frefb and fpeedy fupply. ·�� 
. z. A man may ob�ure the enfe o 1-By rran� 
his writing, by tranfpofing each Let- P1 ottfmg the 

d .  fi fi 1 d e ers. ter accor tng to orne unu ua or er. 
As fuppofe the firft letter fbou d be, 
at the latter end of the l ine, the fecond 
at the beginning, or the like. 

�· The tneaniog of any written tByrnnC. 
meffage may be concealed, by alter- kfhgh 
ing the order both of the letters and lin�s Jn£ 
the li!tes together. As if a man letters: 
fhould write each letter in two' feve
tal lines, thus, 

T e o 1 i r a e 1 m s f m f e s p I v o' w e u t e i: 
h f u d e s r a 1 o t a· i h d, u p y s r e m· s y i d 

The Sottldieri are at�o}l faml{hed 
Supply m, or we muft yield; . .  

£· � thri 
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This. way may be yet further ob . 

.. Or as fcured , by placing them in '* four 
many ��es, and after any d i fcontinuate Of· 

��1::�rh �er
h
. A s  fuppofe tha

f
t t

h
he 6firftfl:l�etter hbe 

ofrhe£pi- 10 t e begmnmg o t e r tne, t e 
file !bail fecond in the begi n ing of the fourth reqwre. line, the third in  the end of th firft, 

the fourth in the end of the fourth, the 
fifth tn the eg inn in of be fecond 
line, the fixt in the beginning of the 
third, the feventh in the end  of the 
fecond, the e ighth in the end of the 
third , and fo of the reft. As  in this 
example, 

' W m r p  i t a h h s c t e i n p k e ;  
.c h a t h  f o n o t h k f t o e n i l  

a n o e r r o c g r  t t h m n v r J c 
� e a u o m  h t e i n 1 e n  e t t e f;r 

Which in its refolution ts this : 
We {hall m,Jke an Irruption ttpon the Enemy,(rom the iVorth,at ten oj'the ,lock 

thu night. 
Wnkhitn Thts way will yet fe m more ob. 
F6b. 9· fcure, if each l ine be fev red i nto fuch 

words as rna y feem barbarous. 
AU 
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All thefe kinds may be varied unto 

divers other more intricate Tranfpo
fitions, according as a mans fancy or 
occafion fhall lead him. -t 

• •• lr' .  ' 
C H.A P. VIL ���'�'. B1 • t.� . «. 

Coil��'.,tf:e!:il*i�g,rp�h eqtHllet· 
ter.s;' by •. � _ :  ;g'n�rr �.�w._ee�r 

.
·; . . . �. he. u{e of:� _n,e_ft the .. �Ro-

mans. · . ,· . �ey-ch4r4!1' ' 
,;tiff- ' ·  :t, 

AS a writren meffa�ay;be ton
cealed bY. changing the places 

of the lette,s, fCi'Jkewife by chaJtging 
of theiD Power!, putting onerg( them 
for another, as fuppofe L. for��; and 
A for L or the like. Anf�1ble to 
that kind of Cabalifm in the; Jewilli �hick""� 
Learning , which the Rab� call ·�':t��chz
El1,':!t or C ombin4tio, when the JltEers Hspe,.uf. 
of the Alphabet are feverally �f- Difp. t. 4· 
pofed , and taken one for anothtr:;;;�z�. 
after any klJltwn order. 9_, which l.l . plll't r .  
there be as maily llinds, as t1iUe may t""8· �- , 

E 1 . befe&r.J .IU1·1· 



Tbe Se�ret and Swift 
be feveral combinations of the letter�� 
But amongfi the reft, they 91>ferve 
two of more frequent ufe. The firfi 
il fiiled from the four firft correfpon .. 
�ent letters 0;]1� Alham ; in which 
fhey are thus oppofite_ to one �pot�er. 

:J , �� ri r ' '1:'( ., .l 2 N • 
Mur:; iJ !& i'-P D l q''· .�/] 

� ·  . ' " .  ""'' . T.� js from�e reafon 
fa��d�tb�ajb, �i&f� the let· 
f�rs are tnds _mutuaUy oppofed, 

:J , � i'1 l 1 n 1 J 3 ·N 
"'! O l D ';I -, ·:� ,  II f1 

��_,_>thefe kinds of fecret writing, 
flre }e\V.ifh Dofrors. think to be fre
quently ufed by the facred Pen- men 
of �oJy W 1·it, amongft whom the 
Pro�t Jfoiah and JeremiAh are ob· 
fervm to be of more ef pecial note for 
their skill in Cabalifms. 
'*}...,�'By the 6rft of thefe combination� 
called A,lh4m, that plat» of lfoiAh 7 .6. 
�s ufuaHy interpret�d, where there is a 

• perfon 
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perfon mentioned under the unknowl) 
name 9f'?Nl� Tttbe4l, whom the Pro. 
phet affirms to afpire unto the Crown 
of Judah, meaning by a fecret tranf
mutation of the letters i't'7o1 Remaliah 
the King of Jftael,whom he was loath 
more �preny �to nominate. And 
ther,'· for� ... l1e vetl_s it bzlf:t,his kind of 
fectt'cy,IIRead o� wt�g the letter 
aboye it � ;. for o the ��ojrefpondent 
letter :�, ��-d� 7 for N ;>'��for 1. 
Which bei� joyned �Q�Jher , do 
make .,�:us, tnllead' o��'PJo�. 

By the fecond of tHere -�ombina-
tions called Athhajb , is that place 
Jerem. S � .  r .,  ·tifanilated ; where by 
the origina l  10p :t1 Cor in/tg.:gefltium 
contra me, is m�ant t:l'1WJ ��_--Chal. 
dean� ; and therefore botli �he Tar. 
gum and the Septuagint . dQ . .  unani. 
moully tranfiate it fo, as ifiJ!j their 
verfion of it , they had chiefly re· . 
fpetl:ed unto this kind of C�ifm. /t,m c. 2 � .  
So likewiie in "· I .  verfe of the -li8te 'U •. 26· fitk ._ .,. £. • "d f · Hzeron. cl'Rl·PtCf T b¥ Che lalDe . · Oill\C o· . 'fWW ,om.in etm-
iS fRftnt 1�t .,m lwnn. 

E 4 tbis 
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sueto11. in This way of fecrct writ�, hath 
-;:f���us been alfo in ufe among� the �p�i�nt 
NcB.Atttr. Romans : Thus Sttetonuu relates of 
t. 1 7 .  c,9.  J-�tias Ca!j"�r, when b.e wou

.
Id convey 

any private bufinefs, he dtd ufually 
write it' per quttrtam elementorum lite
ram, that is D far A, 4·E for �(an,d fo 
of the reft. \;�-t,:�� i:bis or,Je�! ·"' . 

d e f  g h  i k l'ln n o P·;#t f t;V Y�:;J,c 
a b c � e"' f g h i' k I m n o U:�. � ��d wx y z 

- --�UIJID � .  • 

:��hq yqxr ph. · '  
And the fame Author r�ports of 

OElavitu .A'Igufil¥, that in the writing 
ofhis -lfecreu, he d¥f_ Secundum ete
mentu»iJJUprii !�to Jub'ftituere,fet down 
the fee.� letter for tQe firft, as B for 
A, C for,, and for A"a double x x. 

But �w, becaufe fuch an Epifile 
might--eafily unfolded, being alto
geth�r���rit ten by the fame way ; 
ther�fore this kind of fecrecy, hath 

· b1Ja:ter invention, been further obfcured, by writing each feveral word 
�r l!ne,or�etter, by a divers Alphabet. 

I �0( 
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For the performance of this, two 

Friends mull before-hand by compact, 
agree· upon fame certain form of 
words, that may be infiead of a key, 
ferving both to clofe, and to unlock 
the writing ; which words would � 
lefs difcoverable, if they be barbar
ou�and qf no (igni�wan. 

&ut tbtt'"tlle··e·r apprehending of 
this, I fball o�plain it �n �n example. 

Suppofe, tfii: key agre�qpon, were 
only this one word Pru�fi"· 

Having firft framed Jev�ral A�pha
bets according to each ·a(its letter5 : 
Thnc::_ 

A b c 

57 



I may write each line, or word, or 
letter, according as the order of thefe 
Alpha� fhall direC.l. As in thefe 

.... 

1.. In the lines. 

Ixt"hdkasytgh bkiycn 
xfi nrel fx matlmrck ; 
ppkkfs pn, im oczs qd ff 
uhyrox xr :xlh hqmpmh. 

2. In 
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�· In the words. 
Ixt kfmcua wik gpodhs 
iru aery bs oiwnotem ; 
bdyytg vs,., dg IZ\VP qdff 
uhyro.x ys gur y·8Cf�y. 

J. Iotile le*J'S• 
Izz_ w6emitin �-ri. . y 
vfm zean xfka · · · r 
skgkoc hm, xr i�z i\Wt 
rttn iox gb cflt whulqwy. 

Which examples being unfolded, 
do ea�h of them exprefi t�is inward 
meantng. 

The Souldier s mutiny for wai'JI o(Villutds ; 
Supply us, or theJ wiB 
Revolt to the enemy. 

Thefe ways may be yet further ob
fcured, if the firft Alphabet, (accord .. 

ing 
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ing to which the rell are defcribed) 
be contr i  vcd afrer any mixed order. 
A� tu t.>pofe inftead of the ordinary 
4 b cr., &c. there be written thefc let
tl� atrcr this manner . .  

. . 
'· 

Rz k m p s eb 1 a u  ft c y g w h x oqind. 

And then will t��y be liab!e t() .all 
thofe other diff�rences of fecrecy, that 
a.re uf�!l!�nted b-the--Wheel
charaf!er, • you may fee largely 
defcnbed by o,:ta. 

There rna� be divers other ways 
to this purpofe, but by thefe you may fuffic�eQtly difcern the .Pature of the 
reft. '" 

� 

C H A P. 
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C H A P. VIII. J#/ il 
Of flcret �'1'iti1i� hy more letters •'thq.� 

�re requifite td the intended meil/1,. 
t»g. 

..(. � ·:!J, ' 
THe different 'it14�:3£ fecreC¥ by 

equalletter s haEI· · . already 
handled. The next . _, ..... Iar to be 
difculfed, ·is concerning

-
· e ways of 

hiding any private ience"under more 
letters than are required to the words 
of ir. 

o_f which §Jd there may �e divers 
particu lars, fame of them 10 ufe a 
mongll the Ancients. 

, . A writing may be fo contri-
ved, that only one letter in a verfe 
fhall be fignificant. As it was in sybil!" 
thofe remarkable .Acrojlicks made Erythrttll. 

by a Sy�ilt concerning our Saviou r ;  
where the letters at the beginning of 
each verfe, being put together, made 
up thefe words, 'Ina�� ;tecsrl� �� �� 

cmm1p. 
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aTA}TMp. 1efus Chrifl the Son of GfJd a 
Saviour. 

Beda lib, de • UJ.e tranfiation of thefe you may i/biltis. -� in St • .4�guflin de Cilvit; Dei Jib. 1 8. 
�c� • 3 ·  And. the original ar.e men
tioned by Ludovicus Pivei, in his notes 
upon that place. :· . Accardi"" unto . this doth P./4ut11s 
�ntrive the �mes of b.is Comedies 
10 the fir� oftheittArguments. 
But· this �.-tis fo ordina.ry in pra .. 
Clife, that · it needs not anf further 
explication. 

2. The inward ·Jence hath likewife 
beeq conveyed by _roMe fingle letters 
of reveral word$ 10 fhe fame verfe. 
As in that common Dillich. 

'""- Mitto ti6i caput Penerit, ventremqr1e 
DiATJtt 

Latroni{que eaput, pojleriortt canE. 

3 .  SometimeS fine letter. in each 
word was only ftgnificant. By which 
way of fe9·ct exprcllion , the Holy 
Ghoft (fay &:he R:abbie5) hath pur· 

pofely 
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pofely involved many facred M yfte
ries in Scripture. When thefe fignifi
cant letters were at the beginoi� of 
each word,the <;abalifl:s,in their learn-_ 
ing, called fuel\ an implicit wrid�" 
l"'1l,n 1WN1 CApitA dillionttm. When 
they were at the latter end, then was 
it fiiled Jfl,l,r-1 1ill0 Fines diflionum. 
Both beitlg reckoried ast fpecies of 
that Cabalifm which .tth�y called 
i,iJ'"'l�1J Not�ri&on, impol�l';·by fame 
later Rabb.l!s from the �a�in word 
Notarius. 

Of the firft fort is that colleaioo The capi• 
fi h r_ • ' 

d G tal lettets; rom t 01e emtnent wor s) en.49· 1o  
;'·il  n1m N:J'1 Shilo (halt come, and in him, 
&c. where the·· capital letters make 
up the word im, Jeju. 

So Pfal, 1 l · 17. 1l1J.,JM;, u�w f1l' 
His Name Jbalt continue, and in him 
{hall !?e hleffed, &c. which place 
does expreOy treat concerning the 
Meffias his name , and therefore 
feems unto the Jews , to be of 
lhong confequence for the proof 
of Chriftianity. For fo much is 

that· 

�i 
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-that' Natidn befooled in their ab. 
Turd dotage , u pon thefe trivial li
teal ·colletl:ions , that a reafon of 
mjs nature is of gr�ater force unto 

.fhem, than  the m<tft evident; fol id 
demonflratioQ that may be urged. 

Lih. Pifo· Ludovicus CtJrret, a famous Jew�Phy
rum Di'Vi· fician to the Frenci\ Kin� , being 
..,um. hirnfelf co'nverted , and )Vriting an 

E_piftle _w�i�purpo�� unto thole of 
hts dwn�on, he does chiefly in
till u pon the .�rguments of this kind, 
as being in his opinion of greatefi 
efficacy to prove .the tr�th of Chri · 
fli�n Religion. 
. 6f the oth�r fort)s that paffage 

The final Gen. I . ' ·  nN S :'11N N ... ) where the fi. letters. · k nal letters rna e up the word n�� 
or TrtJth. Which kind ofCabaJifin 
is fix times repeated in the Hi· 
ftory of the Creation . As if MofeJ 
by fuch a n  artificial contrivance of 
the �etters a_t the beginni.ng of his 
writmgs , d td purpofely commend 
unto our be' ief his following Books. 
U oto this Dtn.�id is thought to 

aJiude 
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allude Pfal. 1 1 9. 1 60. The bef?.inning 
oft�'! word il noN Truth. O[thisnarure. 

� likewife is that obfervatiou (,rom 
E.xod. 3· I l · no 1cw itO ''· Whe� 'they 
fhJJ fay u»to me� what u hiJ name, &c. 
Where the- final -letters anfwer M,i'!, 
'Jehovah. 

It were an .eafie matter for a man 
that had leafure and pat�nce for fuch 
enquiries, to find out fundry Argu
ments of this kind for aay purpofe. 

4· There is another way of hiding 
any fecret fence under an ordinary 
EpifHe, by having a :if plate with cer- ca�·�tJn de 

. h 1 . . h .
h h" h (be' fubtzL l. IJ. tam 0 es In It, t roug \Y lC 1ng Port• de 

laid upon the paper) a man may write furt. l. 2 .  
thofe letters or wotds; that ferve to 5'· 1 h8 · 

fs h . h h uc as expre s t e toward fence ; t e ot er Printers 
fpaces being afterwards filled up with ufe when 
fuch other words, as in their conjun- !hefcy atred�o 
a. h 11- • m er t-

100 to , t efe former, 1 ual l contatn verfe red 
fome com ma� unfpeaed bu�ne�. !::gft � - There IS alfo another tntrt�ate ·the black. way to this purpbfe, much inlified · 

on by TritemiH4, Porta, and s,lenm. 
When each ,ufual word or form of 

-�· F an 
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an Epiftle, i! varied to .as many diffe
rences as there are letters, unto which 
they muft all of them be feverally 
affig�� ·,· .  -�ut thefe two latter inven-
''ti��h they be of g_reat_ fecrecy, 
ye�).. ��fe they requtte 1o much 
labour and trouble in the writer , I 
lhall therefore pafs them over wifh· 
out any further enl�ent. 

C H A P. 
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c li\ P. I X. 

Of concealing 11nj written {enc� under 
barluzrous word/; '4rJJfoch Iii {hAD not 
feem to be of any fit.niftcAtion. Ho• 
all the letters mi'J be e.xprejJed by any 
five, three, or t�o if.t'&e.m. Of writing 
with a douhle Alphabet. How from 
theft two ·111{1 WllJS toget/,er , there 
may be -�triv�� the heft ki11d of 

fecrft rpriting. 

A L L the ways of fecrecy . by 
more letters , already fpecified, 

do make the writing appear under 
fome other fence , than what is in
tended , and fo conie.que.otly ar� � 
more free from fufpicioa : There .are 
likewiie fome other inventions to eJ
prefs any inward fence by barbarous 
words, wherein only the firfi:, and 
middle, and lafi le�ters fball be �gnifi
ca nt. As in this Example, 

F 2 Fil4r,. 
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FildJ, fagodur wyndiitdrt-�re difcogure 
r.-ntihraa. 

Which in its refolution is no more 
than this. 

Fly for rf'e are diflovered. 
J:o th�. purpofe\.likewife· is that 

other way of expreffing the whole 
Alphabet, by any five, or three, or 
two of the letters repeated. And 
though fuch a writing, to ordinary 
appe�rance, will . feem of no fignifi· 
catio.n at all , and fo rna y feem of 
lefs ufe : ¥ et becaufe a right appre· 

. henfion of tbefe ways, may couduce 
to the explication of fome other par· 
titulars that follow, it will not be 
amifs therefore to fet them down 
more difl:in8ly. 

All the letters may be exprcffed by 
any five of them doubled. Suppofe 
A B C D E. 
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A B C D ,E F G H I  K L M N  
aa ab ac ad ae ba bb be bd· be .ca cb cc 
0 P Q R . S T V W X Y Z. & · 
�d ce da dtidc dd\Cie ea eb ec ed. ee 

A ccordingto whic_h, thefe words, � 
I am hetraye.J, may be thus defcribed. 

Bd aa·cb abae2ddbaaecaead. 

Three letters being tranfpqfed 
through three . .  place�, do�give fuffi.
cient difference, whefeby to exprefs 
the whoiC1A I ph abet. ' 

A B C D E F G H I  
aaa aab aac baa bba bbb bbc caa cca 
K L .l\1 N 0 P .Q . R S 

ccb ccc aba abb abc aca acb ace bca. 
T V W X Y Z &. 
bcb bee bah cba ebb cbc ·oac 

Haft. en ttnto me. 

Ca� aaa_bca bcb bba abb bee abb 
bcb abc aba bba. 

F J Tw� 
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The whole Two letters of the A1phabet, being 
!1&��:J tranfpofed through five places., wiU 
by any rwo yield thirty two differences, and fo �ccer; in will more than ferve for 'the four an� ve p aces. I h" ch h · twenty · e�ers ; unt'O w 1 · t ey . .  may 

f .be thus applied. 

�- B. r:. D. E. 
aaaaa. ll4.1l4h. 4A4hll. 1144/Jb. AahAa. 

\ 
F. G.-�. H; ]. /(. Aabii/J. &11b6a. aAbbiJ. ll.b4Ail. llhaAb. 

L. M. N. !\0. P. 
11bah�. 11baab. AhPAil. abba!J. ahh�t. 
R:_ R. s. T. 1'. 

tl!Jbbb. bllaall. baaah. hallhll. haa66, 
\w. X. T. z. bab11a. liabab; babba. htihh!J. 
aababababababba aaaa·ababaaaaaaababba. 

f 1 y a w a y 

There 
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There is yet 3:nother way offecrecy �ritilg 

by more letters .than are naturally re- hfe AJ;b;_ quired to the ' mward ('ence_, if we bet. 
writ• with a. &tuble Alphabet, where-
in'each letteP lliall in the fl}fhion of it, 
bear fome fucb'· fm�Il diftiatliQO from 
the other of"the fame kind, as is ufual 
in cqm�� �i',,�d writing. 

For E.J;�tmple. 

'7,h�;�-��-fl '.11/ph�fel. 

F 4 • � ��  
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.Aa-.BJ,.�a.D�.Ee .Ilgg. p h Ji . .Kk • .u.mni .1ln. Oo .Pr. !UJ· 
1lr.Ys.9"f�Vuv�w.XY.: . Yy.Zz . 

:J1w ficon))J,laJ,iit. 
fct. 'BB.Cc.:D?!S .€£.jfj gg .;]fA 
5L ;K'l . .[.f}[m.'YC-n .Oo ·!f·�· 
'Rr.Sh. 1.rr.cV1Lv.Ww.3Cx.�Zz� 

1 .  Write an E�illle of an ordi
n : uy matter , or (if it be needful) 
contrary to •hat you intend. Let 
the body of it confill chiefly of the 
fidl: Alphabet, only inferting (as you 
have occafion) fuch letters of the 

�cond, 
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fecond, as may exprefs that inward 
meaning which, you would reveal to 
a Confederate: :: 

For exam pie, from thofe that 
are befieged. 

In which claufe, the letters of the 
fecond Alphabet are .only fignificant, 
e�preffing this inward fence. 



... "' ,. 

1 But hecaufe the differences btaw�t 
' thefe tWO A:Jrh.ahJtt; ��.-�Qfll more 
\. eafily dif���abie·� 'flitce } tbey are 

both '�ner�Vy � the �me kind z t�e 
-Jonen 9fth,e· foe� btnng a11Di Jhein more round and fUll than the othei., : 

" �er�for� for .. t�r better feqrecyoin l;�k_: .. Jtr 'YC'r��U�.J!J:J� ) both- by co\1)�8: , -' that they 
; �i�ht- not,e-��,m(el�s;_, be ;clJfWJ· 
gutfhable. ·� ··-

The befl: Now if this kind of writ ing , be 
way or mixed with rhe-latter way ofSecrecy, fecret 
writi�g. by two 'Jetted" tranfpofed through 
Bacon. • five pJ.aces ; we may theQ write 

J
ug�e�t6 omnia per omni4, 'whiCh (as a learned 

;.'� · · · rn�n fpeaks) is the higbell: degree of 
tliis Cyphering. � 

For 
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For fuppofiog each letter of the 
firft Alp. h.·abet �, tO\ b.· e ... )n

. 

fte,ad 
. . 

�· t�e 
ltlttt:AE, hatit�o(� �er�rfl'a 
\\:e ina y . infcribe anyJecre.t·fence · ' .; . r · letW on! · ' a ���·1 �r�1� , , , ,a.�r tY � .. 9l: .. � . .  
qu_1ltUp! ··l'topomaD''()f ..tDC'·Wr-Jtihg 
inf9lditt�, tO the writing infolded. As 
1:-..J . ' r ,  ·WlT"f!Y'i�nJe- • ' . , · :--. A  � ,  . ; · .  � ,  ... ... ... '!II!T�-,.1.� �· � --� .: l; �  t. J..J ) • .; .. 

.. .._. ...... ,.. _, ,/ . ; .. . 

\ I  . ,  .. � � ' """ � .  • )  1 \ J' " w  

, .. . ·. r -:-� �, 



The 
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Th� inv�lJEd meaning of which 

claufe JS this. :�· · �n 

If you fuppofe each letter of the 
firfr·Aiphabet ro be inftead of A, and 
thofe of the fecond for B, then will 
the former claufe be equivalent to this 
following defcriptioo . .  
Aabab ababa babba aabab �bbab baaaa . babaa 

F I :.  � y. f 0 r w' . 

aabaa aabaa aaaaa &aaaa aabaa aaal 
e e a ·r.r. e d 

aha a a baaab aaaba abbab baabb aabaa 
i. f c 0 v e 

baaaa aabaa aaabb abaaa aaaaa ababb 
r e \ I a m 

.. 
aabab 
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baaba abbab babaa baaaa abaaa. Laaba 
t o w r 1 t 

aabaa baaba aabbb abaa a baaab • . >�f' e t h i .: _ s . .  ·� . ',;_� ..., .. ; . .: :·: ;-; 
, -

This way of fecrecy may ·be fer
viceable for fuch occafions as' thefe. 
Suppofe a �an. w���- -�k�� �artive, he mar by ·;this mea� 'dik'OYer to 
his Friends the fecrets of the enemies 
��p, under J;Jle outward form of 
a letter perf�ing them .to yield. 
Or fuppofe fuch a man were forced 
b'- his .own. lwJd-writing to betray 
his Came and Party , though the 
words of it in common appearance 
may exprefs wJ,lat the enemy does 
defire ; yet the inrolved meaning , 
(\vbich £hall be legible only to his 
Ccmfederaces ) rna y contain any 

thing 
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thiag elfe,  which he has a. mind. to 
difcovtr to th«*Q·: As in the fort'nt� 
erample. . ,;; . - .  ,, .· 

But now If there be a tbreeford 
Alphabet, . (a� is e.a�� to �rivt) . 7  
then the Hl'watd wrtting \Vfll bear 
unto the outward ·but a triple prO
portion , which will be much more 
convenient for inlarging of the pri· 
vate intimations� 

And this way of writing is juftly 
to be preferred before any of the 
other, as containing in it more emi, 
nently, all thofe conditions that are 
defirable in fuch kind of inventions. 
As, 

• 
�� 'Tis not very laborious either � 

to write or read. " "�  

2. ,Tis very difficult to  be decy
pherec;J by the enemy. 

�· 'Tis void of fufpicion. 

But 
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But by the way, 'tis to be gene. 

rally obferved , that the mixture of 
divers kinds of fecret writing toge. 
a:her (as fuppofe. this with the Key. 
1Charatler ) will make the inward 
fence to be much more intricate and 
�rplexed. 

C H A P. 
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c � .� r. x·. 

Of w11itin1.· . #I) flcret finfe hy fewer 
·Jetters tha�'4Te required to the rvords 
of it. �he tJ(e of tbi4 PmiJngft the 
Jews Ana Romans. 

As the ftnfe may be obfcured by 
wiiting.it with more letters than 

are required to the words _of it, fo 
likewi fe by fewer. Abbreviations have 
been anciectly ured in all the learned 
languages , efpecially in com mon 
forms , a n� Phrafes of frequent ufe. 
Sometimes by contraB:ing word5 , 
wheh fom e  parts of them did fland _ 
for the whole. So in the. Hebrew ,,�,. B11xtrwf de 
for �;,,, et totum illud., which is all cne �bhr��iar. 

• , , C. zn znzno. 
wuh . our et cttter•, &c� fiJ 10r ,011J 
Sccundr1m dicere, equivalent to our viz. 
or v.J!.. verhi grAtia. So likewife in the 
Greek xp-; for � e.-',0�, a nd "v(i for ri.v
�P6)�. i\nd in the Latin Dn1 for Do · 
mimu ;  ;; for .Anim.z,and the like. But 
thefe were rather for the fpeed of 
writing, than the Secrecy. 

G Some-
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Sometimes words were expreffed 

only by their firft letters. Thus did 
the Jews write a l l their Memorials, 
arid common Forms, which are largely 

I�itl. handled by Bu�torfe. Hence was it, 
that their Captain ]r1d� had his name 
of Maccahy_ ; for being to fight again�t 
Amiochus, he gave that faying for hts 
watchword, E.xod. 1 S· �'J!.,N:l 10:1 'O 
i'1l�.. WII"O is like 1111to thee (0 Lord) 
·�ongjl tlie 'God ? infcribing in his en· 
figns the capital letters of it , ,JJQ 
M11cahi.Whereupon after the Vifrory, 
the Soldiers fi:iled their Captain by 
that name. 

'Tis obferved by t� R4hhie�, that 
many grand Myftertes are thts way 
impliecf in  the words of Scripture. 
Thus, where it is faid, P falm � ·  O'J, 
MaiiJ rife ut againft me, 'tis interpreted 
from the feveral letters, Refh the Ro
m.zr;s, Beth the B•h.JloniAtH, Jod the 1oni�ns or Grecillns, Mem the MedeJ. 
Anfwerahle unto which, t hat place jn 
Ge11. 49· .,. - (fpeaking of Shilo, unto 
whom nnp, thegatherinc( of the people I 

fhalJ j 
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fball b.e) is by another Rab_!Jy applied 
to the jews, Chtijlians, Heatheni; and 
Turks. 

Upon thefe grounds likewife,is that 
Argument to prove the Trinity , from 
the 6rtl verfe of Genefis. 0'i1'at N"':l· 
The word O,i11N Etohim, being of-the 
plural number, is thought to be tbat 
Divine name, which denoteth the Per
fans of the Deity ; which Perfons. are 
more particularly intimated in the 
letters ofrhe Verb N�J, that a-nfwers 
unto it : :1 Beth being put for r:1 the 
Son, , ReTh for nr-, the Holy Ghoft, 
N Aleph for JN the Father. A nd if 
you will believe the Jervs, the Holy 
Spirit hath purpofely involved in the 
words of Scr ipture, every fecret that 
belongs to any A rt or Science, under 
fuch Cabalifms as thefe. And if a man 
were but expert in unfolding of them, 
it were eafre for him to get as much 
knowledge as Adam had in his Inno
cency, or Humane Nature is capable 
of. 

Ci 2 Thefe 
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Thefe kind of myfterious Interpre

tations from particular letters,do (eern 
to be fomewhat favoured, by Gods 

/addition of th� letteT i1 unto the 
G�:1. 1 7 - 5 · name of Ahram and SarA, u pon the re. 
• 5 · newing of his Covenant with them ; 

wh�ch in al l  l ikel ihood. was O:Ot with· 
o.ut fome fecret ���fyllery·. That being 
the chief letter of the Tttr4f,T4m11utow, 
m ight perhaps iotimate .tbat among� 
�b�ir:other.Pofieriry, whh the promife 
of which .he had then Blelfed them, 
they {bould a l fo be the Parents of the 
.Me/litu, who. was 'jehovAh:' 

nde Te,.. This· lik-ewife others have con-
;;�}::.�.�eo firme� from .. the example of Chrift, 

.. who cal ls htmfelf Alpha and Omega, 
Rev. 1 .  8. 

But though fuch conje8:ures may 
be al lowable in fame pa rtic u lars, yet 
to make all" Scriptu res capable of the 
l ike fecrets, does.give fuch a latitude 
to mens roving and corr upt. Fancies,as 
mull: nee ·. ls occafion ma,ny wild and 

/rm. I. r .  {hange A bfurd itics. And therefore c. I J  · lren.-etu does fitly obferve, that  from 
fuch 
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fuch idle col Ieaions as thefe, many 
Hetefies of the Valentinians and Gno� 
picks had their a rft beginnings. 

As this �ay of lhort \\'!"iring by 
the firfi: letters, "'as of ancient ufe 
amongft the 1ems, fo J ikewife amongft 
the Romans, t\1 hich appears from many 
of their Contratl:ions yet remaining, 
as 8. P. D. sj/utem plurim.1m dicit. 
S. Pq. R.  SeJ�atltS populufque Romantes. 
C. R.Civr1 Romanru. V.C. 'Vrbs condit.1. 
And th� like. 

Thefe lingle letters were called 
s,gl.l, per Srncopen, from the oblolete 
word s�Rill£, whence SIJ!.rlfatim. They 
were ufual ly  infcribed in their Coins, 
Stat\,les, Arms, Monuments, and pub -
lick Records. You rna y fee them Lib. dr: �·· 
largely t reated of by Valeritu Probus, ter: nnrt
where he affirms the fiudy of them to �:Ji.r is fet 
be very necelfary for one that \vould forth by 
underftand the Rom.'tn Affairs. His !;;::�,,� 
enim exprimebant nomina Curiarum , 
Trihuum, Comitiorttm, S4cerd?tiornm , 
Poteftatum, ft1a.�ijlratllum, Pr.efectHra-
mm, Sacrorr1m ludontm, Rerum urb.t-

G � narmr., 



8 6  TJ,e S(cret and. Swift 
nttrtwn, rerMm •ilitarium, CoDegioru.,, 
Decuri4rMm , Fajlornm , Numerort1m , 
Men/Urarum, 'Juri� civilu, &fimiiium. 

· Th�y were firft ufed by their Nota. 
rie� , at. Senates and other publick 
Affemblies, and from thence re-tained 
in their Statutes and Civil Laws : 
Whence M4ililiur makes it the note 
of a good Lawyer. 

-Rfti le,(M!/1 t4bMit�� & condita jura 
Noverit, 4tque n1ti& levibus pendenti4 

verha. 

J)dor. Thus (fai.th JfiJor� (A) inver fed 'tJ 
BtUii11nd. did formerly fianC:I for pupi!ltJ, and M 
Je r�Jtiont inverfed w for .1/JIIlier. By the1e letters com. ling. D. E. R . I. c. P. is fignified De e� re 
;/�! itA- cenfoernnt patres. 
Pet. Crinit. When the Judges were to infcribe H��efl. their feveral  opinions on a l itt le flone I>�;c.l.6. c.8 .  rr n h Jl. • h u or 1 t. erA. , to e can mto t c rn ; 

by the note A, they did abiolve, by 
•From the *" /( condemn ; by N. L. Non liquet, 
Greek,'?�- they did intimate that  they could not 
'Tfi.J>YJI. -:,f-1:' tell what to make of the bufinefs , 

and 



M .E s s .E N G E ll . 87 
and did therefore fufpend their judg-
ments. 

But becaute of thofe many Ambi
guities which this contraaed way of 
writing wa·s liable unto,and the great 
Inconveniencies that might happen 
thereupon in the mifinterpretation of 
Laws ; therefore the Emperor 1ufti .. 
ni4n did afterwards feverely forbid 
any further ufe of them, as . it were, 
calling in all thofe Law-books that 
Were fo written. Neq; enim licentiAm L�·b. r · Col. 

l .  d "  
. . d " . /." Tlt. I 7 . lrg. apertmus ex ta z co rce tn Jll rerum a 1- r. 1 .  

q11id recitari. 
The chief purpofe of thefe ancient 

Abbreviations amonglt the ·Roma»s, 
was properly for-theirjpeed. But it is 
eafie to apprehend, how by compaEt, 
they may be contrived alfo for Secrecy. 

G 4 C H A P. 
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C H A P. XI. 
Of wriiing "' inve»ted Cfm.r4derJ. 

!T'Z d .  n. .  n. : . . ,1 h fr" �· 'teeters. 
1 .'Je · IJ• IIJ�JJOfJ o1 I r r:-lntO - w d ji�&h 44 frgnifie either · l..T 

0
t
1
1• s. , . . . . "'" o ons. 

The generd Rulf 1 of 11»/JJidmg 1111d ob
fc6rin,? 11n1 &t lt.T· ch�ra(fer s� HlJIV to 
exprrfo 4/IJ fenfe;ettli!r �1'PointJ, or 

. Liilt'��Jt/Jr;P.l.gflrts.·· � 
· ·�-

BEfide.s the ways of ftcret writing 
by r he common lttters , there 

may likewifc .. be �i\')GfS -�.hers by in
vented JiQtts. 

l;hedilferenc-e of charaa�rs, where-
. by. feveral Languages- ar� expreft, is 

part of the i«ond gentral curfe in the 
confufion of Tonguts ; for as before 
there was but one way of !peaking, fo alfo but one vJa y of writing. And as 
now, not only Nations, but p�rr icu lar 
Men, may difcover their thoughts by 
any different articulate founds , fa 
likewife by any written flgns. 

rfhefe 
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l'r�!e· invented Charallers in .the 

g�o·e�ak a rc; difiinguifhable into fuch 
as figndie c;jther · 

1 .  Letters. 
2 .  ffTqi;JS, 
l· ThillJ!.!, and Notio»s. . 

Firft,Concerning thofe tbar lig.nifi� The Ler
�ettGr� ; To whichkin��Jome learned ��� 
men refer the Hebre\V charaCler that 
is. now in ufe ; affirming tha,c Ezr .t HJ·t�W�p�. 
firft invented it, thereby the �tter to prll[..t liS. 
conceal th� �crets of their Law, a nd f./::&c.t . 
. that they maght not .have fo much "''" Ml 
as their manner ot wtii:ing common F.Mf'6• 
with the S3mrtrit.zns and other Schif-
maricks. 

· 

'Twere but needlefs to let down 
any particulars of this kind, lince i t  is 
fo eafie for any ordina ry man to in
vent or vary them at pleafure. 

The rules that a re u (ual ly pre
fcribed for the unfold ing of fucb 
chara8ers, are brieBy thefe. 

1 Endeavour to dillinguifh betwixt 
the Vowels . and Confonants. The 
Vowels rna y be known by the.�r fre

quency, 
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quency, there ,being no word without 
fmne of them. If there be a·ny fioglc 
charaEl:er in Englifh, it muft He one of 
thefe three Vowels, 4. i. o. 

2 .  Search after the feveral powers 
of the letters : For the underllanding 
of this, you mull mark which of them 
are· moll common, and which more 
fcldom ufed. (This the Printers in 
any Language _can. eafily inf�rm }·o_u 
of, who do a�ordmgly provrde the1r 
�ts of le=tters.) \Vhich of them may 
be doubled , and which not, as H R,. 
X. T. And then for the number of 
Vowels or Confonants in the begin. 
ning, middle, or end of words, a m an 
muft provide feveral Tables, whence 
be may readi ly guefs at any word, 
from the number and nature of the 
letters that make it : As what words 
corifift only of Vowels ; what have 
one Vowel and one Confonant, whe
ther the Vowel be firll ; as in thefe 
words, Am • .Jn. M. if in.iJ.it.of. o».or.us. 
Or Iafi, as in thete words, Be. he. ml. 
!Jy.JJ. IJ. my. ty. do. to.fo. &c. And fo for 

al l 
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al l  other words according to their 
ieveral. quantities and natures. 

Thefe Tables mull: be various a�
cording to the difference of languages. 
There are divers the like rules to be 
obfervcd , which are :too tedious t:o 
recite ;  you may fee them largely 
hand led by B•ptijla Port�;, and GuftA· 
'VH4 SeJe11�. 

The common rules of unfolding 
being once known, a man may the In thefe 
better tell how to delude them ; either ilifes Or,; 
by leaving out tbofe letters chat are of is�� & lefs ufe, as H. I(.� X. 7: and putting regarded. 
other cbaraaers inftead of them, that 
ibal l  fignifie the Vowels : So that-the 
number of· this invented Aipbabet 
will be perfea;. and the Vowels, by 
reafon of their double charaaer, lefs 
difiingui01able. Or a man may like-
wife delude the rules of dilcovery, by 
writ ing continuately , without any 
diftinLl:ion betwixt the words,or with 
a falfe dillinB:jon,o.r by inferring nt�IIJ 
and non-fignifc4nts, &c. 

Thefc 
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Thefe CharaCters are befides. liable 

to all  t hofe other ways, whereby the 
common leners may- be obfcured , 
wbother by changing their placrs, or 
dieir tJorvers. • I 

The particulars of this kind may be 
of fuch great \lariery as cannot be di . 
ftinEHy recited. But · it is the grand 
inconvenience of a : l  rhefe .  ways of 
itcr�.:cy by inventai Gharaaers, rhat 
they a�;e nOI:'witbout fiitpic ion . 

·Fer the remedy ing of w hich , there 
have been fome other i nventions of 

...i. ) ". writing by Points or Lines,or Figures, 
wherein a man · would nevcr·riutlrult 
any priwte metfage ; rhere bei�g no
thing to.be difcerned in·rhefe kinds of 
intimation, but only, either fome cnn
fufed, a nd cafual, or elfe fome Mathe
matical Dt!fcri ptions. A s  you may fee 
in thefe following exam ples. 

fJJy PoiJits alone. 



• 
• 

• • 
• 
• 

• • 
• 

• 

• • 
• 

• •  • • 
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Thi5 ma y 1 ikewife be otberwife 

performed, if the AJphaberr..Be con. 
rrivc:d in � Triangular form, the rnid-

4fle part of it being cut out. 

Aad fo for a�fqmre or IUUTid 
-.... 

r-1 .. \�x - -. 
' ti J· ··'�heJugeuheft: direElo.tf.cS.��_te, by 

fo much the lefs liable unto error 
will the .writing be, that is de(cribed 
from them. 

, .. wal· � It is eafie to apprehebd, by thefe 
cbiw, particulars, how a man may contrive f.!. 9 any private faying in the form of a 

Laoeskip or other pic.lure. There may 
be divers the  l ike ways, whereby this 
invention of Secrecy may be fu rther 
obfcured ; but they are in themfelves 

, fo obvious , thit they need not any 
l a rger expl i cati'&'n • 

• C H A P. 
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C H A P. XII�� -
O{Charllllers thAt expreji wotds. The 

Prfl in'lleiJt_ion of theft. Of thofe that 
fignipe thin!!.s and notiont, 44 Hiero
xiJphieks, E"'blems. 

THe next particular to be dif
courfed of, is concerning Cha

raaers that exprefs words. The wri
ting by thefe is properly ftiled Steno-
gr.ph,, or Short-hand, ScriptMr,e &01'/J* cmt. 1 .  All 
pentiium, cum verha non perflri!Jimus fea Bt{(. Epifl. 
fig,,mus,faith L1pjius. The art of them 27· 
is to contrive fuch figures for feveral 
fyllables as may eafily be joyoed toge-
ther in one form,according as different 
words lliall require. Thus 'ti$ ordinary 
to reprefent any proper oame,bJ(fome 
fuch unuf4al charaaer,ai may contain 
in it all the letters of that name for 
which it is intended. Of this nature 
was that angular figure, fo much ufed 
by the Grecians of ol� which 'might s,IJiimi. 

be refolved into the letters rJttecz. �Ts� H This 
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* P 'j\ � c:x 
Tlais mark was efieemed fo fa.cred 

amorigft die Ancients, that .Antiochu1 
Soter, a perpetual Conqueror, did al
ways inftamp it upon his Coin, and 
infCribe it on his Enfigns ; unto which 
ho�id pretend to be admonifhed in a 
Dream,by an Apparition of Ale.x•11tler 
the Great. And there are many fuper
flitious women in thefe times, who be. 
Jieve this to be fo lucky a cbaraCl:er, 
tbat tbcx.._ always work it upon the 
fwadltngt:loaths of their young cbil· 
dren, tblnking the�by to make them 
more healthful and profperous in their 
lives. Unto this kind alfo, forrte refer 
the c�raaers that are us'd in Magick, 
which are maintained to)lave, not 
only a fecret fignification, but like· 
wife a na�ral efficacy. 

Thi$:-lbort-haqd writing is now fo 
ordinary in pratfice (it being ufual for 
any com1110nMechanick botll to write 

and 
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add-invent it) that I ilia I I  no t  _geed to 
fet down any particular edm'Ple of 
ir. In ancient times it was not fo fre-
quently u�d : B

.
ut then there �as a Andthere-two-fold kJnd of Jt. ·�, flft p.,. PrivAte. ' &ero/Jus 

p tlbiick. reckons it 
. amongtl 

Thefe pnvate charaaers were pra· thefe Jarcr 
ffifed by the Rom11n Magiftrates, and invem.i-
th f · r. gft ons, lib. dt o ers o em1nent ,a vour amon - Repert. tit. 

them, who being often importuned .. f. 
to write in the commendation of thofe 
perfon! they knew not, were fain to 
agree upon fome fecret notes, whereby 
their ferious EpifHes might be diftin-
guHlled from thofe �f form. Whence C•i"!r4bon. 
the Proverb arofe, De meliori not& ;;I:e. ;of; .. • 
commenrl11re. wret. , . 1 i . 

The other cbaraaers of pub lick and 
common ufe, are many of them ex· 
plaioed by �•leriMs Probus in his Book 
d� literu llntitJuil. And there is a whole . 
V I D' A· f b r... De nota o ume or tutonary o t em, a:t 7jr011u & f<l!'th by 111nus Gruteru1.From tht pra- �nee . .  
Ehce oftfiefe came the word Not•riw, c��iff" -as 'If St . .A11jlin obferves, • c. 2��· • 21 

H 2 Tho 
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The firft invention of them is com. 

manly afcribed tO TJro,who was a fer
... Jn chron. �nt unto Cicero. So * Eufebius, and 
t De in- ,� Polyd.Virl!,il. But Trithemius affirms, 'Utnt.rerum Tba . b' r: lf . T 'fc  z. 2 .  c. s. t Crcero 1m1e wnt a reatl e on 
De Po!ygr. -.this fubject , which was afterwards 

augmented by St.Cvprittn. And that he 
had found ·in an old Library the copy 
of a Pfalter written in thcfe chara. 
aers,infcribed by fame ignorant man, 
with this Title : P{alterium in lingua 
ArmenicJ.  

Lib._' 3 ·  ad T hat Cicero was not unacquainted 
Attzup. J l.  with thefe notes,may be evident from 

that pa.ffage to .Attic us : �od ad te de 
le�atis firipji,parum intelle.xit ,credo qsiA 
3-tri. tmJ,l.Eic.�v fcripfer4m. 

Drolo 1 Pet. Diacomu attributes the firft in· 
Ctmr'!d.w • vention of thcfe to the old Poet En· Im�. IJidor, nius ; whofe beginnings in this kind, 
�,.��·.'· r .  did afterwards receivefucceffive addi·; 

tioo from the works of Tyro, Phi/4r· 
girus, Aqudt�, and Seneca the Father, 
by whom they wtre increafed to the 
immber of )ooo. 
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But Herm.tnnus Hugo, a late Jefuit, De _orig� 

will have this fhort-hand writing to fcrzbe�az, . r: ��ffi . c. r 8. ;u�rt• be of far more anctent Ute ; a . rmtng finem. 
that D4vid alludes to the praCl:ife oK�.t 
in tbat phrafe, P{al. 4� . 1 .  The pen of a 
reaJy writer. �nd rh

.
at the w�it,�ng 

upon the wall  tn D4nrel � - 2 5. wh1c1i 
fo puzled the Chaldean Wizards, was 
defcribed in filch kind of Charaaers. 
But whether this were fo or not, is 
not much material : It i s  fuffi.ciently 
pertinent to the prefent enquiry, that 
the ufe of thefe \\'ord·charatters may 
well enough conduce to the fecrecy of 
any written meffage. 

The third and I all: fort of ligns that 
have been anciently ufed for the ex
preffion of thin��' and notions ,are either 
Hier�elyphicks or Emblems. 

1 .  Concern ing HieroJ?,hphicks. The Of H�ero
word lignifies Sacred Sculpturn, which glyphtcks. 
were en graven upon Pillars, Obelisks, 
Pyramids, and other Monuments be-
fore the invent ion of letters. Thus 
the Egyptians were wont to exprefs 
their minds by the piEl:ures of fuch T11:it • .An· ' 

H � Crea� ,..,_ I. 1 1 •  
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Creature$' as did bear in them fome 

�/- naturat ·�efemblance to the t.J.Mng in
Pb7]el. "P'ir. tended.� . .  By the .fbape of � Bee they de b.went. z�r.arefented a K in�_:; intimating that l 3 & I I  -..- ,:J, · · · · · he fhou ld be endo w ed with Induihy, 

lioJlo/ , a nd a Sting. By a s�rpent with 
IlfS tail in his mouth, the year, which 
Jeturns into it felf. And (which was 
a kind of prophetical Hieroglyphick) 
by the fign of a Crols they did anci · 
e-ndy det;1<te f1em ventur� f•lutu, or 

h fl .  vitam t�tern•m, as Pet. Crinit�s relates 
�foi;;����� out of Ru!fiRus . . * Philo reckons up the 
! 7:  c. ::1 . knowledge of thefe, amongft thofe 
�bi/.�r other :1bftrufe E.?.Jpt.it�» Arts, wherein 

'Vt " o z •• Mofes-i&jaid to be fo expert. And Cle-
Lib. I .Stro- mens relates of PJth�or�U, how be mat. was coeteot to be drcumcifed, that 

fo he might be admitted to the un· 
derfianding of thofe many and .great 
Myfieries, which were this way deli· 
vered by the ancient Priefls, who did 
conceal all their Learning under fuch 

Luean. l. 3 · kind of Magical expreffions as the 
-Poet fiiles them. 

Nondum 
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No11rlum flMmirJetM M«mpbis co11�exere hyblo1 
Nover11t., & [axil tant1em volucrejf;,fir4que, 
Sculpt�Zq; {erv�ZbllPit magictM a"imt4if! lingu111. 

PlutArch fpeaks of a Temple i� E!!lpt LiGrll;;. 
ded.icated to Minerva, in the f�Otlt ofgj;ide. 
wh1ch there was placed the Imag� of 
an lnfant,an old man,a Hawk,by whiCh 
they d id reprefent God; a Fi(h,the ex
preffion of Hatre� ; and a Sea-bor{e,the 
common Hieroglyphick of Impu
dence. The conllruaion of all being 
this, 0 ye that are born to die, know that 
God hateth Impttdence. 

Of this nature were thofe prefents Hnoodot. 
fent �nt� Da:ius, when. he was aim oft �e�3o:,·'+ 
weaned tn Ius War agatnft the Scythi- clem . .Ale�. 
ans, which were a Bird ,a  Moufe,a Frog, Strom. 5 · 

and certain Arrows ; i ntimating that 
unlefs the Perji1ns cou ld fly as Birds, 
or hide themfelves under water as 
FroKs, or inhabit the Caverns of the 
Earth as Mice, they fhould not efcape 
the Sc'Pthia� Arrows. Of this kind 
likewlfe were fome Military figns 
amongft the Romans. When any thing 
was to be carried with filence and fe-

H 4 crecy, 
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crecy, they lifted up the reprefentati· 

P':t ·. on of a Minotaur,thereby teaching the 
fr ·. 'l:ty�. Captains, that their counfels and con

. 3 '  c. 3 • tr\_vances muft be as inextricable as a 
Labyrinth, which is feigned to be the 
habitation of that Monfter. 

Emblems �# .  Like unto thefe Hieroglyphicks, 
:from the are the expreffions by Emblems. They G,-ee� . were ufually inferted as ornaments, 
"!J�£�- upon velfels of gold� and other mat
,:,�e:fcrere, ters offiate or pleafure. Ofthis nature znpccre. are the ftamps of many ancient Me-

dals, the impreffes of Arms, the Fron
tifpieces of Books, &c. 

The kinds of them are chiefly two
fold. 

1 .  Natural, Which are grounded 
upon fome refembJance in the proper· 
ty and effence of the things them· 
felves. So a Dolph in, which is a fwifc 
Creature , being defcribed upon an 
Anchor, which ferves for the fray and 
reft of a Ship, lignifies Feftina-le»te, 
Deliberation in counfel, and Difpatch 
in execution. A young Stork carrying 
�he old oQe) Filial gratitude. 

2. Hiflo· 
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� .  lfiftoriral, Thofe that refer to 

fome common relation. So the pi8:ure -. 
of PrometheiM gnawed by a Vulture, 
lignifies the defert of over-rn uch cori
ofity. Phaeton, the folly of raihnefs. 
NarcijJ�M, the punifhment offeff .. Iove. 

It was formerly efteemed a gtfat 
fign of wit and inventioo,handfomely 
to convey any noted faying, under 
fuch kind of expreffions. 

C H A P. XIII. 
Concerninf!. an univerfalCh�trafler, that 

m4:1 /;e ley,ihle to all Nations and Lan
guages. The benefit arJd po/lihility of thu. 

A Fter the Fall of Adam, there were 
two general Curfes infliB:ed on 

Mankind:The one upon their Labours, 
the other upon their Langua�e. 

Againfl: the firft of thefe we do natu
rally endeavour to provide,by all thofe 
common Arts and Profe ffions, about 
which the W orld is bufied ; fee king 
thereby t o  abate the f wear of their 
.Brows in the earning of their Bread. 

Againft 
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Againft the otber,the bell: b.elp that 

t we can yet boall: of, is tbe' Latin 
tongue,and the other learned Langua
ge, which by reafon of their geneta
lity, do fomewhat reflore us from the 
firft confufion. But now if there were 
ftkh an univerfal charaaer to exprefs 
things and notions,as might be legible 
to all People and Countries, fo that 
1nen of feveral Nations might with the 
fame €afe both write and read it, this 
io venrion would be a far greater ad· 
vantage in this particular,an.d mighti· 
ly con-d rJce to the fprc�ading and pro
moting of all  Arts anJ Sciences : Be
caufe tha�g reat part ofour time which 
is now required to the Learning of 
words, might-then be imployed in the 
ftudy of things. Nay, the confufion at 
B.tbcL might this way have been rcme· 
died,if every one cou ld have expre!fcd 
his own meaning by the fame kind of 
CharaCl:er. But then perhaps the art 
of Letters was not invented. 

That filch a manner of writing is 
already ufed in fome parts of the 

World, 
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W �ld, the Ki�gdoms of the high 
Levizne·, rna y evtdently appear fron1 
divers credible Relations. Triga:tlti:u Hifl:r·. si� 
affirms,that though thofe ofC hinq and nenf; t. r .' - 5  
J4Pil» do as much differ in their Lan -
guage, as t�e Hebrew and th<? Dutch, Bacon Aug· 
.yet either of thetn can, by this hew or ment. Scj. 

h n. 11 •f!d. tnt./.6.C. I J  a common c araLLer, as \Ve un er. P�f!. G,.. ftand the books and letters of the t. 1 . c. 41. 
otbers,as if they were only their own. dH"0m.J:lug, 

A d r fi . I h"  e rzg. 
n 10r orne parttcu ars, t -IS ge-fcrib. c. 4. 

neral kind of writing is already at· 
rained amongH: us alto. · 

1 .  M�ny .. Nations do agree in the 
chm-afrers of the common numbers, 
defcribing them e ither the¥oman way 
by letters, as 1. 1 1 .  v. x. c. L). M. or 
elfe the Bt�rbarian way by figures, as 
1 .  2 .  �· to.  d .... c • .  So likewife for that 
which-� cal l Philofophical number, 
which is any fuch meafure whereby 
we judge the differences betwixt feve
ral fubHances, whether in weight, or 
length, or capacity ; each of tbefe are 
exprell in feveral Langiiages by the 
fame charaCl:er. Thus 9 fignifies a 

Scruple, 
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Scruple , 3' a Drachm, and f� o(,che 
reft. 

2 .  The A llronomers of feveral 
Countries do exprefs both the heaven
ly Signs, and Ph nets, and Afpetl:s by 
th��:.fame kind of notes : As, "f,t5 ,n,QO, 
&c. 'lt , J.l,d', � , &c. d ,* , 6 , 0 , 8 .  Which 
charaaers (as i t  is thought) were 
firfl: invented by the ancient Afiro
log�rs for the fecrecy of them, the 
better to conceal their facred and 
niyffetious profeffion from vulgar 
capacity.  

� · The Chymica l Treatifes that are 
\vritten in different languages,do all of 
them agr� in the fame form of wri
ting their M inerals . Thofe that are at
tributed to any of the Planets, a re de
cyphered by the chafaaer of the Pla
net to which they belong. The refl: by 
other particular figns, as  6. for Salt 
AmmoQiack, 8 for Arfnick, &c. 

4· Mufical notes in mofr Countries 
are the fame : Nor is there any reafon 
why there may not be fuch a general 
kind of writi ng invented for the cx-

preffion 
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preffion of every thing elfe as well as 
thefe particulars. 

In the contrivance of this there 
niufl be as many feveral charaaers as 
there are primitive words. To which 
purpofe the He.6rerv is the be(t pat
tern, beca ufe that Language co'n�fl:s 
of fewefl: Radicals. 

Each of thefe pr imitives muft have 
f�me particular marks to diftinguifh 
the Cafes , Conjugations , or other 
neceffary variations of thofe Deriva
tives that de�nd upon i t .  

In the reading of fuch a writing, 
though men of feveral Countries 
fbould each of them differ in their 
voices, and pronounce feveral words, 
yet the fenfe would be ftill the fame. 
A� it� in the pitl:ure of a Man,aHorfe� 
or Tree, \vhich to all Nations do ex
prefs the fame conceit,though each of 
thefe Creatures be ftiled by feveral 
names, according to the difference of 
Languages. 

Suppofe that Aftronomical fign ts 
were to be pronounced, a Jew \vould 

call 
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The S;�cret and .. _ S,vift 
c�li'i t .,,tt� ; a Grecian,TaJje;v ;· ililta
J i�o� "toro ; a Frenchman, Taureas : a 
Gertnan�Stier ; an Englifhm�·n,a BNU. 

So like wife for chat charaaer,which 
in Tiro's note� fignifies the World, a 
Je «r--would read it \un ; a. Grecian, 
K5,-p..�; an Iralian,i/ mondt ;  a French
tnan,le mondt ; a G erman,Bdt. Though 
fcveral Nations 1nay differ in the e.x .. 
pre/lion of things� yet they all agree in 
the.f�e conceit of them. 

·tf'm: learning of this charatltr will 
not be more difficult thfll the'learaiog 
of any one �anguage, oecaufe there 
needs not be more figns for the ex
preffioo of things, than there is now 
for tbe expreffion of words. Amongll 
thofe in China and 14/.:zn, there is faid 
to be about feven or eight tholfand. 

The perfeaing of fuch an invention 
were the only way to unite the feven
ty two Lariguages of the firft confu
fion ; and therefore may very well 
deferve their endeavours, who have 
both abilities and leifure for fuch 

... kind of Enquiries. 
C H A P. 
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C H A P. XIV. 
Concerning the third wa7 of fetret� llif

courfing by figns �tnd gef/(lres, . whtch 
may ftgnifte either 

�congruo . .. � -� 
e.x 

placito. 

THe third way of difcourfingwas 
by figns and gefi ures, w hicb{as 

they ar� ferviceable to this pur(!Qfi) 
m�¥. be difiinguifhed into fuch a: arc 
figmficant, eitller 

1. Ex congruo. 
2. Or ex placito. 

I .  Ex tongruo, when there is !Orne 
natural refemblance and affinity be
twixt tbwClion done,and th� th�ng to 
be expreltor which kind are'· an thofe 
outward geftures, whereby not only 
dumb Creatures, but men alfo 9o ex
prefs their inward paffions, whether 
of Joy, Anger, Fear, &c. for,

� 
S�pe t�eens 'VO&em verl14fj '1/M/tiiJ ha�et. 

And 
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And th6\Vife man notes .� :Pf the 

Prov 6. t 3�corner, That he winketh with btl t)es, 
he /peAiuth 1vith his fiet,he teacheth with 
his PTJ/!,tr s . 

• Of this kind likewife are many 
�igious aaions)and circumftances of 
Divine wodhip,not only amongft the 
ancient Heathen, but (orne that were 
pa rticularly enjoy ned the Priefl:s and 
J..evi�s of the old Law, and fome too 
li.a"Jt are-tlOW in ufe in thefe times of 
f\Ml;. Gofpel. For by fuch bodily 
geftures and figns, we may as well 
fiJeak u�nto God as unto men. 

To this kind alfo are red ucible thofe 
aCliqns of form, that are required as 
nectlfary circumllances in many civil 
affairs and pub l ick folemnities, which 
are ufually fuch, as in thenUelves are 
apt to fignifie the thing for which they 
are meant. 

But now, lome times the intended 
meaning ofthefe geftures is concealed 
under a fecret fimilitude. As it was in 
that aO: ofThra!Jimlus, who being con· 
fulted witn,how to maintain a tyranny 

that 
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_th,U w�s newly ufurpi(t : He bid the 
M'mfi.tige� att�n4 him 'i� t�e �i�1·: 
where wnh h1s Wand he whtpt. if 
thofe higher Ears of Corn t bat did 
over-top the refi ; intimating, th�u it 
con filled in cutting off the Peers·4nd 
N ability, who were likely to be 'ilibfi: 
impatient of SubjeEI:ion. This I m�y 
�all a Paraholical way of fpeaking by 
Gellures. 

, 2. Ex pl�cito, vv·hen thefe figns have 
their fignification from ufe and mutu .. 
at com paCl: ; which kind of fpeafflr.ik. 
as,.-it refers to lafcivious in�imations; 
is largely handled by Ovid. de Arte 
Amandi. 
Verba foperciliu fine voce loquentia di

e am, 
Verbf_- le?,es digitu, &c. 
By the help of this it is comrrioli 

for men of feveral Nations, who un
derfiand not one anothers Lail�uages, 
to entertain a mutual Commerce and 
Traffick. Arid 'tis a ftrange thing to 
behold, what Dialogues . of Gefiures 

I thete 
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.� . . pe

·
, f  .

. � .�ill ��fs he�w.�xt fiJf;,� 
. . 
�, . : .are. 

·tprn both Deaf ana� Dumb ; Wo are 
;·tl�)>y this means ·�Hone, to �of wer 
· ·aB� reply unto one another as dtreB:1y 13,s If they bad the benefit of Speech. �:l.� a great ,part of the State �nd Ma. 
Je�y _belonguig_ to the Turkdh Em-
: per�r, ttat he ts attended by Mutes, 
with whom he may dikourfe con· 
ce,niRg any private bufinefs, which ���Uid' not have others to under· 

tc were a miferable othing for a ra. 
tional So�l to be i�prifoned in fuch a 
Body,.; . as had no way at all to exprefs 
its �agitations ; which would be fo 

Jn·aWthat are born Deaf, if that which 
nature denied them, were not in this 
rerp

. 
eEt fupplied by a feco� nature, 

cuJlom and ufe. 
. B.ut (by the· way) 'i'is very obferva. 

• s�rtJ b�e w.hich * VaUefim re]ates of Pet. Pmlof. &. ; . Poniim a Fi'iepd of us, who by an un· 
heard- of Art tau,ght th� Deaf to fpeak. 
�peens primMtn firi�rre, res ip{�U aigito 
i11dicando, qnte &ht�raflefih��s i/lu ft1.nift· 1 

carentNr ; 
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'"riff!' ; desnde ,,4a motiiS lingtltf, _tJ.i 
ehAr4tl�ri6m refPonderelJt provoel{_�. 
'Fjrft learning them to lA ri.te me rii\ne 
of any thing .he fhould point to ; and 
afterwards provoking them to �ch 
Jllotions of the Tongue as mighl'11n-
fwer the fevera l words. 'Tis probable 
that this invention well followed , 
might be of fiogular ufe for thofe that 
ftand in need of fuch helps. 1"houg h 
certainly that was far beyond ,ir, . .(if 
t_rue) which is related �f a,.q anel�{lt 
f>�Clor, Gabriel Neale, that: he could 
underftand any word by the meer mo-
tion of the Lips, without any utter· 
a nee. 

The particular \vays of difcourfing._ 
by Gellures,are not to be numbred , as 
being t:rlmoft of infinite variety,  accor .. 
ding as the feveral Fancies of men !hall 
impofe fignific:1tions upon all fuch 
figns or aB:ions as are capable of fuf
ficient difference. 

But fome there are of more efpecial 
note for their ufe and antiquity. Such 
is that upon the joynts and fingers of 

I 2 the 
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�nd,corhmonly fl:iled�rt�itt, 

- ot{fjaiiJlo!o;!_ia. la rgely treated ef by 
� Lih. dc lo- dte veperable -Jf Hede, t Pierim, aod 
Y':fz1� P�� ottrs.ln whom you may fee, how the ge1.t�m ,.z. · . git'or19. A 1ents were wont to exprefs any 
fi-r:e dl_in- numbsr ,by the feveral poftures of the dtg1tatzone. h d d fi h b t Hierog{y- an s an ngers : T e num ers un-
phic. l 3 7. der a hundred, were denoted by the 
�:. 1 : &c. left batd,an� thq. fe_ above i>_y rhe right 
tiq. tea. an . . �en _ · ·uvot.lfl, com men mg Cttlm-s An· b d · 1 ��, n ' 

d .  
i.2.3 .  c .  r 2 . P�l��- for his o 0 Age,  fays, That he 
s"tfr· r o .  reckoned his }'cars upon his rig�t 

hand. � 
" �, � � ·.n r Feelix llimirt�� !Jtli !OJ,}e'( j;ecu/a vitam 

Diftt�lit, �ttque (uoJ jam dextr:z comprttat 
l.I'JNOl. 

There are div�_�s palfages in the 
ancient Authors,both Sacred and Pn'i
fane, which .. do evidently allude to this 
kind of reckoning •. 

Hence it is eafie to conceive, how 
the letters)as well as the numbers,may 
b.e thus applied to the fe�ral  parts of 
the hand, fo that a mail might with 
divers touches, make up any fenfe,that 

he 
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he hath occaGon to difcover unto a 
C�rat� . ·"'ti� 

Th1s rna y be performed, euhet:;� 
the numbers are fet down in  the Au
thors before cited, or elfe by any other 
way of compaB: that may be agrqs:d 
upon. 

As for example : Let the tops of the 
fingers fignifie the five vowels ; the 
middle parts, the five firft confonants ; 
the bottoms of them, the fife next 
coofonants ; the fpaces betwixt the 
fi�cers, the four nex�. One fing�r- laid 
ot·tbe fide ofthe hand may fign16e T, 
two -fingers V the confonant, three 
W, the l ittle finger crafTed X, the 
wrifi Y, the middle of the hand Z. 

But becaufe fuch various gefticula
tions as are reguired to this, will not 
be without fufpicion,therefore it were 
a better way ,  to impofe f�gnifications 
upon fuch actions as are of more com
mon unfufpeB:ed ufe;  as fcratcl}ing of 
the hetrd, rubbing the feveral parts of 
the face, winking of the eyes, twilling 
of the ��ard, &c. Any of ·which, or 

I � all 
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a�. f. them togetb

. 

er, maJr.
pe as 'Yell 

c _ _ . ved to ferve for tiJiW'·purpOfe, 
a " - · t}l m uch more fecrecy. 

Ih which Art,if our gamingCheats, 
and Popi(h Miracle-impoflors, were 
bufl\vell verfed,it might m,uch advan
tage them, in their coufening trade of 
Life. � 

., C H A t. XV. 
C'o,icerning ihe fwiftnefs of informt�ti

oni,e#htr 6y qualities, tU tht·imprtf/ion of ima1,ination' · 4nd the fenfltive 
(Pecies ; or hy JPiritu4/Subftances, tU 
Angels . 

H A ving already treated concern
. ing the feveral ways of fecrecy 

in difeourfing, .I fhall in the next place 
enquire, Ht>w a man may with the 
greate!} frviftne{s and /}eed, difcover 
his intentions to one that is far diftant 
from him. .. 

Th�re is n.othing (w,e fiy) fo fwift 
� thought, and yet the impreffion of 

thefe 
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thefe in,ano�ber, might be a s  quicki. 
moll as the lirfl: aa, i(.�here were . :._ 
fuch a great po�er in imagination;� :.-. 
fome later -Jf Phtlofophers have at · .;. JIJ�fl.A 
buted to it. ;;��"'/:. 

Next to the atls of thought, tb.e I. 3 ·  c. r. 
fpecies of light do feem to be of the Pompmllti-

. k fl: . 
W r: h . h 

f'"' de l'fl• 
qu.1c e motton. e tee t e hg t o  ct�ntllt. 
the Eafl: will in a moment fill the He .. P•t't�teifw. 

mifphere, and the eye does prefently 
difcern a n  objeCl: that is very remote� 
How we may by this means commu .. 
ni�te our thoughts at great diftances, 
I {ball difcourfe afterwards. 

The Subfl:ances tha t are moll con
fiderable for the fwiftnefs of their 
motion, are 

Either{ 8 piritual. 
Corporeal. 

Amoogft all created Subft�nce,s , 
there are not any of fo f wift a rriotion 
as Angels or Spirits. Becaufe there is Spirits. i 
not either within their .patures, any 
fuch Indifpofition and ReluClancy, or 
without them in the medium,any fuch 
impediment as may in the leall: man-

1 4 ner 
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.,. r r�tara thei� c.,ourfes��d th�e(orc 
!' · e the anciint PhtlofOphers am-,, 

. 1ed tbefe as the caufes of that mad 
celerity of the celellial Orbs ; though 
according to their fuppofitions,I think 
it would be a hard m�tch, if there 
werc;,..a Race to be run betwixt the 
PritlJ�m T,ohlle and an Angel . It being 
granted that neither of therp could 
m�veJn an i�lla

.
nr, it would be but 

. an"even lay, whlch fbould prove the 
�fwifter. 

From the fitnefs of Spirits in t�is 
regard, to. convey any meffage, are �Mio they in th� I�arned L�nguage�· calle� 

�i¥'-�' Meffengers. · ' 
AngeltH. Now if a man had but fuch famili-
Plut.trch. MnimUI "rPiw. (>ijfertlllo 
16, l 7-

arity with one of thefe, as SocrAtes is 
faidJ��ve with his Tutelary GeniuJ : 
If'�e cou�d fend but one of them upon 
any errand, there would be no quicker 
way than this for the difpatch of bufi-
nefs at all diflances. 
· T��lt they have peen often thus im· 
ployed, is affirmed by divers relations. 
VAtiniiH being at Rome, was informed : . by 
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by 

_
an AP;p,rition

_
, of tha

. 
t;
.
Vi�

. 
tmt. 

w�tch P trul,'iM . t heueett�ral had ' -. 3�· '· 
tatned over Kmg Perfis .'tO ,.Ma17t �"''· M#z. 
the very fame day wl,erein the B�tel .t:- :r; �- s. 
was fought ; '"hich was a kmg time.·�W.;?1· "· 
before any other Meffenger could.ar- · 
rive with the news. 

· And it is ftoried of mapy.,;8thers, 
that "&Jlilft they ha•e or relidld in re;. 
mote f:ountries , they:ha�e kno� �lie 
death of their Friends,even in fhe very 
hour of their departure ; either by·· 
Bl�eding,or by D reams, or fome fuch 
Wlty -of intimation. W hich, though it 
be commonly attributed to the opera
tion of Sympathy ; yet i t  is more pro
bably to be afcribed unto. the Spirit or 
Genius. There being a more efpecial 
acquaintance and commerce1�Jwixt 
the Tutelary Angels of p-awf(ular 
Friends ,  they are fometimes by them 
informed (though at great diftances) 
of fuch remarkable accidents ·as1lefall 
one another. 

But this way there is little hopes to 
�dvaiuage our enquiry, bccaufe it is 

not 
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i, fo ep;fie to imp loy a good Angel, 

fafe deaJin�ith a bad one. 
? _bt.: Abbot lrithemius in  his Books 

caircerning the feveral ways of fecret 
and fpeedy difcourfing,does preteud to 
handle the forms of conjuration, call
ing each kind of CharaB:er by the 
oame,f Spirits, thereby to deter the 
wlgar from fearching into his )N orks. 
But under this ptetence, he is l!ought 
al£0 to' deliver fome Diabolical Ma. 

P•JP• gick.Efpecially in one place,where he 
Gr�m�. 1· 1 •  fpeaks of i. he three Saturnine Angels, �- +•· and certain I mages, by which, Jn the 
PIIJgrf11h· fpace of twenty four hours , a man 
.l. :J· e. J 6 • •  may be informed of news from any 

part of the World. And this was the 
JJlaia· reafon, why by Junius his ad
v�freelerick the fecond,Prince Pala
tine� caufe the original Manufcript 
of that work to be burned. Which 
3.aion is fo much {though it fhould 

�!'�"""· feeni unjullly) blamed by Seten1JJ • .. 3· '· r ; .  

C H A P. 
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C' H  A P. «VI;, . · ·-" Concerning the Jiviftnefi of &o�eJ4il&( 
£y Bodies, whether In�nimate, M 
.ArrorPs,BulletJ; or Animate,M ¥��t. 
Beajls, Birds. 

� .  

THe Bodies-that are moft cuDiaent 
for their fwifu.,:fS, may b9 dh 

ftinguifhed into fuch as are �lllttnimate • 
.. either 

Animate. 

, . 
. r·: 

Thefe inanimate Bodies,as Arrows, Jmnima• 
Bullets, &c. have only a violent IJI.O· Bodies. ' 

tion, which cannot th�refore be qwti-
nued to fo great a dtftance as ... -@mc; 
occafions would require : But for fo 
much fpace as they do move, they are 
far fwifter .than the natural mQtion .. of 
any animated body. How thefe,ba've 
been contrived to the fpeedy convey-
ance of fecret meffag�s, hath been for-

merly 
\1\i\,. 



1 2 4 r.he S£·cret and Su;ift 
jl_e

.

rly difcourfed, in the fourth Chap

Men. 

$1/i'II'Us. P�lyhifl. 
'� 4 

··.W, whicQJ no., forbea r  to repeat. 
·,_ Thofe fiving b'cdies that are molt 
ooferv3t51e for their fpeed and celerity 
in lyleffages, are either Men, Bealls, 
Bircfs :  Though I doubt not, but that 
Fillies alfo may be ferviceable for this 
P-\lfJP��,_efpecially the Dolphin,wh�ch 
JS reported to be of the greateft f wift
nefs , and mot eafily cicuraterl or 
made tame. 

A n1ongll: the. ancient Footmen, there 
are fome u pon record for their incre
dible f wiftnefS. Lad.u is reported to be 
fo quic� in his runn ing, Vt arenu pen· 
dtn,fihus & cavo p!-tlvtre, rmlla indicia 
r�li»ipJeret vefli�iortlm, that he left !lO 
i�reffion of his foodteps on the hol
loW.. fands. And it is related of a Boy 
amGrigfr the Romans, being but eight 
years old, th3t  did run five and forty 
mile �'} an afternoon. Aniftius and 
Pbiltmldes,two Footmen unto .Alexan· 
der theGreat,are faid to have run I �oo 
fladi� in a day. Which relations will 
�·etQ lefs incredible, if we confider 

the 
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th� a�cient �Exerci{es •. and . Ga111es .. f. - . . . 
thts kmd, together wtth 6e publt . 
fame and rewards for thofe that were 
mofr emineat. 

AmongLl the variety ofB�all:s>thGre. Swifmets 
are.r fome of more efpecial note for ofBeafts. 
their llrength and fwiftnefs. SeoW,er E�!· 2or. 
mentions a ftory, (though hepi.lls 
the truth of it) of a 'W(tain Beafl: caU-
ed Ell end, two of which being joy ned 
in a l ittle Cart , are faid to pafs three 
lwndred leagues a day upo,n the.Ice. 

In former Ages,and in other Coun
tries, the Dromedary, and Can1el,  and 
Mule, were of more common ufe ; But 
in thtfe times and places the Horfe(for 
the moft part) ferves inll:ead of thrp 
all ; by the, help of which.� we haye 
our fwifteft means of ordinar�cqn
veyance. The CuLlom of riding Poft, 
by renew��g both

. 
Horie and . .1\-\an at 

fet Stageffis o� anctent Invent�t fje-
rodotru relates 1t to be ufed by Xerxes Lib. 8. 9 1. 
in the Grecian War ,and that it was by 
the PerftJtns called 'A »"fn7cw. The pa_r-
ticulars that concern thefe kind .._Qf 
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�t. �rweya9Fes amongtl: the Ancients, 
I'� largefy hand led by Hermasnus 
H'�,?.O lib: A� origine fcribendi, cttp. 1 4· 

N�t HiJf. Plinr tells us of cenain Mares in Lu� 
l. a. '· +"·jitanu, which do conceive merely by 

the Well Wind , that alQne (without 
t�opulation of any Male) ferving 

• to'1nnate the ir heat, and to generate 
their  young. \NIIich are like wife men

Georz. 3·  rione� by f/irgit; 4'; -! 

Ex!ept a Tit lf; auf tU /e-ves, & /£pe fine �OiJ 
Conjugiis, 7.Jento gravid4, &c. 

· 

Methinks thefe children of the 
wind, fhould for their fleetnefs -make 
ftcelient Poft�horfes, and much con
duce to the fpeedy .conveyance of any 
r,lelfage. 

· · 

The Paraceljians talk of natural 
mel:f1s to extraCt the metal and fpiric 
QJ1t6i'ooe Horfe,arid infufeit into ano·' 
t1· er, of �nabling them to carry a man 
f Jely and fwiftly, through enemies, 
:Jrecipicesi.?r other dangerou s ?lac�s. � futh Hotfes (lily they) were ut�; 
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by the Wife. men of the Eall: at o)lr aa .. 
viour's Nativity ; for t�y had �t 
otherwife been able to have .kept pace 
with a Star, or to have paffed fo great 
a Journy as it was to 1er•falem, which 
is thouaht to be five or fix hundred 
miles at the Ieaft, from the plac;,�s of 
their habitation. If this conceit 1\Vere 
feaftble, it wou ld �cb promote the 
fpeed of conveyances ; but I think it 
may juftly be referred among,ll the 
other Dreams of tlf.e Melancholick 
Otymicks. 

Amongll: all animate bodies,there is The fwiJi .. 

not any that have naturally fo·· rwift a ��� of 

mos.jon as Birds, which if a man could 
1 s. 

wen imploy in the difpatch of any 
errand, there would be but little fear 
�ha.t fuch Meffengers fhould be ei�r 
Intercepted or corrupted. 

That this hath been attemp.t�4, an_d 
effe8:ed by many· of the An��,. IS . 
affirmed by divers relations.P/en.1 tolls f•t. aJ. 
us of Volaterramu, that he difcovered · I o. '·2+· 

a Conquefl: he had gotten, unto the 
City ofRome,by fending olKSwaUows, 

whiQb 
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"tt!tpb fhou.ld By thither, being �noin
·�: o.-er \tub the colour .of VIctory. 

And of .another, who fending one of 
thefe Birds irno a befieged City , 

:-(whence fhe was before taken from 
her young ones) and tyini a firing 
un�o her wi[h certain kaots upon it, 
di�reby fhew, after what number 
of �ays _their. �ids would come, at 
wh1ch ttme diiy·iloulm make an Ir· 
ru� UP,OQ\he.- e_nemy. 

And elfewQere tn the fame Book, 
�· 3 7 .  he relates, How Hircius the Coriful, 

and Brutus, who was befieged in Mu· 
tin•, 'tJid this way maintain mucual 
·intell igence

_
, by tying their Letters 

unto fuch P1geons, as were taught be
fore-haneh:o By from the Tents to the 
qty, an� from thence to the Tents 
ag�n. 

Hi.ftor.Ani- �Th4t�roflhen�s di� by this means 
mslium, feri�� ne ws of h1s V1El:ory at O!Jm· 
z. 6. c. 1 · •i4 : .. to::bis Father at £(1ina is related r ' . o ' by £/ian. 

AIIAcreon has an Ode upon fuch a 
Pigeon, which he himfelf had often 

ufed 
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ufed as a Meffenger,w·he.-ein the Jllrd 
is feigned to fay, :�� :� i.;.· 

tE I �' 'A I . )9 0 IICC.'f.9$0JI'Tt 
.6,cc. 'f.911 c.J 7TJcrrLU'Tal 
K ' "' �  ... , ' a,J IIWJ opCf� Cl' .• a� v� 
'Em�i>l.d� 't9��cv. 

Unto this inventi9n alie 1*71enaifs �tZtyr. 1· 
thought tO allude, where he fays, JU�tafinem� 

-td1JfJ114� e di;ve!fts 1arti�'fjrku, 
�xia prttcipiti venijfet epifto{a""fle'nnJ. 

Lyp/it14 relates out of Pttrro, , that it Saturn. 
was ufual for the Roman Magiftrates, ;.er;.. 1· 2 '  
w*n they went unto the Theatre, or 
other fuch publick meetings, when

. 
ce 

they could no� return
. 
at pleafure1: tep 

carry fuch a Ptgeon wtth them,tfi4t tf 
any unexpetled buftnefs lliould. hap
pen;they migh� thereby give . . :AitiS 
to their Friends or Families �·��·,; ".' t� 

By which relations you ,may·�.. ' , 
how commonly this invention was 
prafrifed amongfl: the Ancients. Nor : 
hatp it been JetS ufed in thefe later · K times, 
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titfles't ���ially in tbofe Countries, 
where hy 1reafon of continual Wars 
and Diffentions, there have been more 
particular and urgent neceffity for 

Not. in �- fuch kind of conveyances. Nnne vul
:;;-;��;�· g�til(ima �es eft, co/umh3f hahere, ad 

eJufmodi JH.ffa paratus, faith Cajauhon. 
CmJmtnt. .V,ttrt111iJ opere, nofl

. 

rates hoc heRo civiJi, 
in Veget. ftequenter adjuti _font , faith Godefi. 
I. l · '· � . St ·--'- .  ' . 

efflcwtHS. · 

T'*"' are divers other flories to this 
See l!zmt. purpOte, but by thefe you may fufficiInammllt. I d"fi I a· f concern- cnt y 1 cern t 1e common pra tees o 
ing .Ami- this kind. As 4t is ufual to bring up 
��:r':d. Birds ofpr�y, a� Hawks,C�rmorants, 
furt.lit. /. 1. &c. to �D obedtence of thetr keepers ; c. :t r .  fo likewife have fome attempted it in 
fu'�C:!: thefe other Bird�, teaching them the 
ches. ar� tJf carrying metTages. There is a 
Herm.J:Iugo. fma'lter fort of Pigeon, of a light body 
j;;?;,'5,:, and {!ift. flight , which is

. 
ufually 

c. 1 � . m.ade �Jto1ce of for fuch paruculars ; 
:;���� 7• ati4 there�ore the kind of them is 

coinmooly called by the name of 
Carriers. 

C H A P. 
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C H A P. XVII. 
Of ficret anJ fwift informAtions !JJ the 

fpecies of found. 

H Aviog in the former Cha�ters 
treated feverally co�cernirig th_. 

divers ways of fecrecy and fiviftnefs 
in Difcourfe ; .it remains that I now 
enquir�(accfirding to t�e method,JlrO
PQfed) how both thefe' may be joy ned 
together in the convt;yance of any
meffage. The refolution of which, 
fo (\r as it concerns the particulars 
alreaCJy fpecified, were but needlefs 
to repeat. 

That which does more i01media.t�ly 
belong to the prefent R!!_.tre, and.�ls 
the main occafion of this difco,urfe, 
does refer to other ways of inti�� 
betides thefe in ordinarY' u�! �· .. �ol 
fpeaki�g, or writing, or geflures. for 
m the general we mull note, That 
WhA!ever il c4pab!e of 4 competent Jilfe
renGe, perceptible to an1 fenfe, mtty be " 

K s fof/i&ienl 

I 3·· 1 
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fofftdt-nt meJns, whtrehy tfJ exprefs the 
Cot.Jt-,;ons. It is more convenient 
indeed, that thefe differences fhould 
pe of as great variety as the le�ters of 
th'e 1\lphabet ;but it is fufficient ifthey 
be but .. twofold , becapfe two alone 
may_, with fomewhat"rno;elabour and 

�ime, be. well enough contrived to 
expifs all,.tbe neft. Thtls any two 
le.¢ .. - '�or nu�bers, fuppofe.,A.B.bei�g 
tra · pofed through five places, wdl 
yield thirty two differenco9f"-and fo , 

· confequently wjll fuperabundantly 
ferve for the fi5lJr and twenty Letters, 
as was b�fore more largely explained 
in the ninth Chapter. 

'Now the fenfitive fpecies, whereby 
f�h informations mufl: be conveyed, ��it her the fpecies of {otmd, or the 

'fp��tes of fight. The Ear and the �ye 
,,;�he only fences that are of qUick .�perception , when their objeB:s are 
. remote. 

De. ,e ,r.il� -� f'egetius diflinguillieth all fignifi· 
tilri,l.J q. catory figns· into thefe three forts. 

1 .  Pocalia. 
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1 .  1/ocali.t. By articulate -founds. 
2. Semivocalia. By imLTtisuiate 

• founds. ·•. · 
� ·  Muta. By the fpecies of llght. 

The two laft of thefe are chiefly 
pertinent to the prefent enqpiry. C�n
cern�ng which, . in the general it rna y 
be concludect�that any found, whether 
ofTrumpets� Bells, CannQ"I, Drbm�1 
&c. or any objetl: · of fi�lif, whether 
a,me, fl1lDQk, 6c. which is capable of 
a doub�e di�!ence,may be a fufficient 
rqeans whefeby to communicate the 
flioughts. 

The particular application ofthefe, 
to fome experiments, I fhall treat more 
diftihtHy in the remainder of this 
difcourfe. 

Firft, Concerning the fecrecy.;.and Secret a_nd 
f�iftnefs of any metfage By . t�- ���i�r;; 
cres of found. Though thefe auBtble by the " 
fpecies be much flower than � r�ecies of 
fight, yet are they far fwifter m.iJ;�· found. 
natural motion of any corpo_rQa.1��f ... 
fenger. The ch ief ufe of th�fe; is for 
fuch as are with in fame compete·nt 

K J nearncls, 
' 
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nearnefs ,as perha p a mtlc ofi.But they 
may alfo by frequent ul iplications 
be con i ued to a far greater di a ce. 

. There is a relatio in 'Joach. Camera .. 
�r.o���;� ritu, of fome. that have he�r� their 

' de defeE!tt Friends fpeaJung to t em d 1fhn ly, 
�rncf'lorum when they ave been many miles afun. 

der. Hab�: i notos homines,neque /eves,& 
non indoc1os, qui aflirmllbant, .fe aHdii.ffi 
[ecttm coNoqrtentes difi:rt , eos quos tunc 
mr;ltorum millium paffiutm abeffe certe 
fcirent. But this he juftly refers to 
Diabo ical � agick, and the Illufion of 
Spi rits. 

There are other naturAl Experi
ments in this kind, of more efpecial 
note for their A ntiq u ity. Such was 
that of King Xerxes, related by Cleo· 
menes, as he is cited by Sard&U. Cleo· 

De rerum medes in libro de ctrct�lu ccelefiibm Inrr;entor. (cribit Xerxem toto itinere a Perfide lib. 2 .  G ft ;rr. & in ra:ciam ftationes AtuiJ1e , in iu 
homines it.J prope, ttl vocem alteriru after 

exaudiret ; q�to modo quadragtnta hora
rum .!patio, ex Grrecia in Per fidem res 
rJunciari poterat. But this Inv enuon, 

befides 
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befides the great trouble a� �er-
tainty of it,is alfo too grofs f�r iinita· 
�Qn,fa vouring fomewhat of -�rude-
lidfs of thofe former and more.-.bar
barbus Ages. 

Much be� it was that experi· 
ment oftheRo•ans,in the contrivance 
of,tbePifl-all,related by our learned 
Cambden ; •is Wall was built b£ Bn't1111. de 
Severus iiMhe North pu..df Enoiiii'Jd Pt�Oo ft.ve 

� . · n ' -'he PzEfs 
above a.Jiundred miles long. The wstlp.6; 4 T�weFsof$WGre about a mile diftant Boter�Geog. 
r. ·� �th Be · c •-::w ch £ 1· ' · & 1. 4. 1rom � wuv er. .tWlX - p where he c\de Towers there patTed certain mentions 
hollow pipes or tJ"unks in the curtains ahlfo ano-11 

h. h t er wa of the wall , through W lC the of Sooo 
Defendants could prefently inform furlo�gs 
one another of any thing that \Vas m chzn•. 
necetfary , as concerning that place 
wherein the enemy was moll ·f·Iy 
to alfault them, &c. ' · 

Since the wall is ruined, aJ19 t}lis 
means of f wife advertifement, · ta� 
away , there are many inhabi.tent,s 
thereabouts, which hold their Land 
by a Tenure in Corna'-e ( as the 

K 4 Lawyers 
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Lawyers fpeak) being bound by 
blowing of a Horn to difcover the 
irruption of the enemy. 

There is a noth�r experiment to thi 
F11�ul. 9. purpofe mentioned by ffTaichius, wbo 

thinks it poffible fo to cont rive a t runk 
or hol low pi pe, r f1at  it fbal l  pre !erve 
the voice entire I y for certain hours or 
days, fo that a man may fend I is words 
to a friend inftcad o his  writ in!! .1  here 

'being' always a certa in  fpace of int r· 
million, for the pa lfa ge of the voice, 
bet wixt its goi ng in to thefe cavities, 
and its com ing out ; he �onceives,that 
if both ends were r afonably flopped, 
whilft the fou nd vas in the rr. idH, it 
would continue there till  it had fome 
vent. Huic tu6o verha noftra in[ttforre
muJ , & cl!m prohe munitter ta6ell.:�rio 
committamus, &c. \Vhen the Friend to 
whom it is fen t , fhall  receive and open 
it, the words fball come out  diftinC.Hy, 
and in the fame order wherem they 
were fpoken. From fuch a contrivance 
as this, (faith the fa me Author) d id 
Alhertus Magmts make h is Image, and 

Frier 
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Frier BJcon his Brazen Head;�o 'Jlliter 
certain words . \Vhich conceif · (if it 
Ju�ve any truth) may (e.rve f�wbat 
'to extenuate the grotS' abfutdity of 
that Popi01 Relick concerni�·'Jo(epl/s 
[Hah] or rhJ� noife that he made Q1 
other Ca-t(lnters ufe)in fetching bfa 
blo'! ; �,is faid . to

. 
be pr,�fer�ed 

yet In c:t· gill amongA: .. other ancu:� 
Relicks. �-

.. v, ·l\· 

But a�lio-a thefe Fancies it is confi
'eera���t�t ttte fpe

.�
ies of. fou.I?� are ' 

Q:�ttltt�tn the Atr, by}a krnd .of· 
rontinuatwn and effiux from their 6rA: 
origina l ,  as the fpecies of l ight are 
from any lum inous body ; either of 
which being once feparated from their 
caufes, do prefently �anifu and �ie. 
Now as it wou ld be a mad th ing __ r a 
man to endeavour to catch the stan. 
beams, or inclofe the l i ght ; upon the 
fame grounds J ikewife muft ir-n�eds 
be abfurd , for any one to attempt 
lhe fhutting in of articu late fotfiil�-: 
Since both of them have equally 
the f�unv intrinfical and infeparable 

dependance 
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deModfoce upon their efficient 
caufe�. 

lfr*- indeed, the fpecies of found 
rna y,. feem to tia ve fome kind of felf

,cOntln�e in the Air, as in Ecchoes; 
ft4t fo l ikewife is it Ja proportion 
wit� thofe of �ht, _as_,.�. · '_ � trhe qu !ck 
tU(otng round - :of a �' wh1ch 
will make the appearariii,:of a fiery 
circle : And tbough the fJft kind of 
there-be mort?-Afting thaq lhe other, 
bY reafon their natural motion is not 
fo quick, yet neither of die.,. are of 
fuch du ra tion as may be fufficient for 
the prt;!fent enq8if:y. 

None of all there inventions already 
f�cified, do fufficiently perform the 
bulinefs that is here enquired after; 
not!are they either fo general ly or 
rarttr�ppliable for all places and 
exigences. 

The d ifcovery that is here promifed, 
may be further ferviceable for fuch 
C;J.its as thefe. 

Suppofe a Friend were perfidioully 
clapped up in fome clofe Dungeon,and 

that 
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that we did not know exaaly w�ere, 
but could only guefs at the place , 
within the latitude of half �ile; or 
fomewhat more ; a m� miglit very 
difl:ioEl:ly, by thefe other inMpndons, 
difcourfe unt" him. Or fuppofe a Cilf 
were firait!Y ioefieged, and there ware 
either wi� it �r without it, fuch a 
Confeder�te� wtth whom we fhould 
necelfarily confer about fome defign ; 
we may b� thefe means fafely dicover 
to him our intentions. By which you 
may g·�that the Melfenger which 
is here imployed , is of fo frrange a 
nature, as not to be barred out with 
walls, or deterred by enemies. 

To the performance of this, it is 
requifite that there be two Bells of 
different notes , or fame fuch otl;ler 
audible and loud founds, wb.J�we 
may comn1and at pleafure)as Muskeis, 
Cannons , Horns, Drums, &c. By the 
various foundi!lg of thefe (according 
to the former Table) a man may �alily 
exprefs any letter, and fo confequeiuly cap. 9· 
any fenfe .  

Thef� 
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, There Tables I £hall again repeat in 

thiJ.place : That of two letters may 
be contf!ted t�us : 1t. . . t � 

A.  - ,a C. . . D. E. 
aiaaa. aaaab. aaaba. iaabb. aabaa. 

F. G. ; H. .J� K. 
aabab. aabba. aabbb. ablllt. abaab. 

L. M.  N. ' o  P. 
ababa. ababb. 'Qboaa. abbab. abbba • 
. � R.  .,. S� :T. V. 

abbbb. baaaa. baaab. baaba. baabb. 
W. X. Y. 24 �, 

babaa . babab. babba. babbb. 

Su ppofe the word , PiE! uals were 
thi$ way to be expreft, let the bigger 
found be reprefented by A ,  and the 
le_gir by B, according to w hicb, the 
W&1'ff may be thus made up by five of 
thefe founds for each letter. 

V.. I. C. • T. U. 
baabb. aba�. aaaba. baaba .  baabb. 

A. L. S. 
aaaaa. ababa. baaab. 

That 
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That is, the Ieifer nP.t' founded once, 

· and then the bigger t"ice41Jd �en 
again the Ielfer twice, Is (�aabb) wtp 
fignifie the l�tter (Y .) Sojjle bigger 
oqce, and tJ!JI

. 
the leif�r · ·once,'t W 

after that 'be· bJ�Jger thnce togettfer, 
�s (abaaa>-.ill reprefent the letter (I,) 
a"nd fo of tb� reft. 

If the fotlnds be capablt of a triple 
difference , then each . Jetter may be 
exprelfC!d by a tl)reefold found, as may 
appea�,y..this other Alphabet. 

A. B. C. D. E. ·�� G. H. 
aaa. aab. aac. baa. bah. bba. bbb. bbc. 
1.. K. L. M. N. 0. P. � 

caa . cba. ebb. cbc. cca . ccb. ccc. aba. 
R.  S. T. \r. W. X. Y • .-z. 
abb. abc. aca. acb. ace. bca. lx:��c. 

V. I. C. T. U. A .  L. S. 
acb. caa. aac. aca. acb. aaa. cbb. abc. 

· �  
If thefe founds do contain a quintu

ple difference,then may every letter be 
lignified by two founds only, (which 

will 



· 1 41 ·The Secret and S"'ift 
wiU tiiuch cortduce to the fpeed and 
difpatc!Peffu� a metfage .) As you 
mayiee in thrs other Table. 
.. . . - ·· _. 4$-.:t. C. D. E .  F. G.�·· I, K. L. M. 

· aa •• ab. a c. ad. ae. batf)O'k.hJj.be.ca.cb. 
N. 0. P. Q _ R. S. TrV.'fi.X. Y. Z. 
cc. cd . ce. da. db. de. dd.de.ea. eb.ec.ed. 

V. / I. C.� i. Q. A. L. S. 
de. od. ac. dd . de. aa. ca. de. 

·J:. 
D•frlt't.z;t, 'Tis related. by Porta, thafwhen the 
I, I- ' '· 6. Citizens in the �e of NavArre were 

r�uced-to fuch-great extremities that 
theW were ready to yield, they did dif
cover to their Friends the greatnefs 
an�ind of their wants, by difcharg
iri�lfivers Cannons and Ordinances in 
the night-time, according to a certain 
order before agreed upon ; and by this 
rr1��ns d id obtain f�ch fitting fupplies 
as preferved .. the Cuy. 

C H A P. 
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C H A P. Xliii:, ·:� 

,.*'..1,!> ' 
Co��&erning a �nguAge th4t, f14J confip . 

oniJ ofr 1,1fl and Muftfal No�e_s.�� 
without 'AnJ 'lrti�late[ot�»d. 

jV 

IF the MQ#ical Inftrum'jint that is 
ufed to this purpofe , be able to 

exprefs the ordinary Notes, not only 
acc�rding to thefr different Tones, but 
thetr Til'lles, alfo, then may each Letter 
of the Alphabet be rendred by a fingle 
found. 

Whence it will follow, that a man 
may frame a Language , confifting 
only of Tunes and fuch "inarticulate 
founds , as no Letters can expr�fs. 
Which kind of Speech is fancied td�e 
ufual amongft the Lunary Inhabitants, 
who (as * Domingo Gonfoles hath di� • ,or� 
covered) hav_e contrived the Letters.�r�:�n 
the Alphabet upon the Notes after writt� fome fuch order as this : the fame 

Author o£ 
Nuntit.�� Where I11tJnim11t: 
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�c�1��t�l� m nQprs\[lu� :1�:;,� l� L o keilo l et J '} � 

'Nhere the five Vpwels , are re
prefented � ��- M

_
innum9 on each of 

rb,s five h�, betpg �o� of them 
pta·ced accordmg to therr nght order 
and confequence, only the 1etters K. , 
a nd Q_ are left out, becaufe they may .1 
be OJherwife C • .f:etfed. I 
. According · �·ro this Alphabet of �;um . . lates, thefe word�, Gloria Deofoli, 

· 94 mull: be thus contnved. 

§ l o r \ a. � s o J o L  · 

By this you may eafily difcern how 
two Muficians may difcourfe with one 
a.nother,by playing upon their Infiru

ments 
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ments of Mujick, as  well as. by talking 
with their infirumentft>f S pee&h. l\nd 
(W�ich is a lin_gular curitJtY)1idw. t�e 
words of a Song rna y be contdv� 10: 
the tune of it.� . t ,..,. ; • 

� fuppof�t.s=fe· l�tte�
_
s_NJd no'tp$ 

mtght be dtfpofHt-�anfwer one a no�· 
ther, \Vith better a<Jvantage than here 
they are e.1ffed. And th!sJ�lfJ .. � 
would be eafie enough for tlloTf!dhtt 
are thoroughly verfed ia the grounds 
ofMufic�, unto 'fhofe furtherenq��ry 
I do liertl'O.!llY propofe M1is invention. 

But now'if thefe inarti��late founds 
be contrived for the expreffion, not of 
words and letters, but·of things arid no
tionJ.; (as was before explained, con
cerning the univerfal CharatlJ:r) then 
might there be fuch a general ·Lan
guage, asfhould be. equally fpe��able 
by all People and Nations ; and fo we 
might be reftored from the fecond 
general curfe, which is yet manifefted; 
not only in the confufion of -wriliiiK, 
but alfo of fpeech. 

L The 
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· - ·The ffltentNc!l!fi thefe�ufical tunes 
�y fei'te for the u nive_rfal Language, 
and1.�ewriti� of them ��rthe univer· 
HI C.harafler. As all Nations do agree 
in .. the fag1e conceit. q_t:#Jings, fo like
wife in die fame co,�ft!f'Rarmonie�. 

This Curiofity �r 01:1ghl:· I know) 
·bas ·aot yet been men�ioned by any 
Author, �ut it may be (it well confi. 
dered) of tWa excellent ufe, as to de
feJ!¥ a more full aftrl particular en· 
largement in a Treatife by i� feJf. 

C H A P. I 



M E s s E N G E R .  i 47 
� H A P. XJX. 

of thofe collzmon relations that cfi/Jeerp 
{ecret and kif! informations b, the 
fp�ciei of f!bt, <rbich are "either Fa
bulous, or Ma�cal. 

THe ufual rektti�ns tha_t .. cem 
.. fecret and f wtft conveyances 

by the'fpecies of fight, may be ditlin
guHhed ipto fueft as are, either !If 

1 !1- Fahulous. 
2. Magical. 
3 ·  NAtural and trae. � .-

Fqft of thofe that are Fahuldles � Iri I.Ofthofe 
which kind, that of the Loadfl:one is tab�ous 

ft k b] . . . . d relations mo remar a e, as 1 t ts matntaJne to this 
by * Famianss Strrzda in his imitatiOn puflw�e. 
of Lucretius his fti�e;and divers ·�ers. ,.;-:;.. �: 
The manner that 1s ufually prefcrtbed 
for the performance of it, is thus. �et 
there be two Needles provided, of� an 
equal length and bignefs, being both 
of them touched with the fame Load
fione : Let the letters of the Alphabet 
be placed in the circles on which they 

L 2 are 
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are moved, as &be points of the com
pafs under the needle of t}le Mariners 
Ch�r�1tet tlte Fri�nd t�at is to travel 
r.ak9 one of them wuh h1m,firft agree
ing u�n the da�s a!J;d<hours wherein 
they �ould conf<;f tpgether : At 
w hicll times, if ont of them move the 
needle of his infl:rument to any letter 
of the. Alphabet, the other needle, by 
a Sympat�,_ will mov� unto� fame 
letter in the other iniroment;though 
they be never fo far difl:ant. And thus 
by feveral motions of the needle to 
the letters, they may eafily make up 
any words or . fence which they have a 
mind�to exprefs. 
0 · minam b£c ratio {cribendi prodeat ufu ; 
Cf1utior & citior properaret epiffola, nuVar L•tr".· • verita infidiar,, .fluviofque morantu, 
lpfi 'T princtJJJ rnanibiH fibi conficeret rfm, &c. 

Saith Strada : But this invention is 
altogether imaginary,having no foun
dltion in any real experiment. You 1 
may fee it frequently confuted , in 
thofe that treat concerning magne· 

,. tical 
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tical venues. Non fo.l�m e.x{Jihilt�ntii 
font, fed etiam m11le Tt�H�ltlt�nd(Philofo-
ph�,?t feru/J;' jt�hularum i.f!i pro,tifores, 
qili fou portentu deterrent ha9ines J 
prt:eclari/fimo '"ufirum fludio, faitfi· .. ci- Philofop; 
l h 

· · r. ·• Mt1f!1et o�us, to t IS pU!lJOlF· 1. 4. �. ;o. 
The firft occafion of thefe relations, 

was the proof of m�t ftrange imq�a
terial powers of th�J;..oadftone��
by i� dii,;.)l!. ork through thick ait�fia 
bodies, . ·  Tab}e.,or Wall, or the l�ke ; 
as alfo of that dirtffiive vertue, where· 
by it always tends to the poles ; from 
whence others have conjeaured, that 
it might be ferviceable alfo for fuch .a 
bufinefs·, . at fo great a difiance. f. 

:5ut again A: this, it is confiderabJe, 
1 .  That every natural agen� is fup

pofed to �ve forne certain fphere , 
whicli determines its activity. � . .  

2 .  That magnetical operati• do 
not arife (as fame fondly conceive) 
from a Sympa thetical conform3fion 
of natures , whi.ch is the fame a( all 
d ifl:ances ; ,but from fuch a diffufion of 
thefe magnetica 1 qualities through 

L 3 the 
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the medium, that they may be conti
nued frpiJl the A gent to the Patient. 
4lxl fo thC?fe natural po\fers �I not 
ee of {o ' great an extent,. .IS they flr� 
�upPQrta· in thi5 experimeiu. 
· The utmoft dill:aQc.e, at which we 
may difcourfe with .. ano.ther by tbefe 
�agpet,i��l vertl�JS: is two or three 
file,� Qr thereabouts ; and this we 
may_ d�o, though it be thr.ough a. wall 

s. W11rd of.,P3r� tbf�D� Fjjri en��offi "!e 
mag"etu a()�lf!l expertentta, ut � Magiifu ,& m· ReduS. prumenti ad id aptali,amicus cum 4mico, 
·se:��bteeH in cukicu!o proximo, trans r:r�t.!Jum mn· 
Phil.Mt�gn. rum (putA bipeta,le�-) coUoguatur, �»imi 
t. 4· c . ! I .  foi fententiam -tPjplttiat, & ad qtheftt• 

refpo1ij,leat, (faith a late Author.) But 
in this experiment, it is not only the 
fecondary vertue of the needles that 
can be thus effeaual (as is •fuppafed in 
the jlrmer invention) but there mufl 
be tht help  alfo of the Loadftone it felf. 

As for the reafon why thefe mag
neticaJ powers are able to w ork 
tHrough folid. bodies- ; 'tis confidera
ble, that any quality may be diffufed 

through 
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through fuch a fubftance, _ a�· hath no 
natural repugnancy ynfo it. We fee 
t�he !ight _qoes pafs as well.��tpug-- _ ltbH:·_ � 
63dtes as �old, through"fobliaf;�u l 
&c. only Opacity keeps it ou���-� e 
that quality alone is contrary to its 
nature. So likewife Js �t with magneti-
cal vertues, whiCAt do equally fpread 
themfelves through all kin� o�

_
: �_-,:J. 

whether rare or denfl, d#apbilidlliir 
opacot.l:th_eret�e- in g. �� quality �on-
trary t3lthJs, -ufe 1t 1s that gegeral 
endowment of the whole globe;�" that 
univetfaJ · quality to which j;'all other 
particulars are natuNlly fubferviem. 

The fecond fort of relations� to t"bis 2 Magica� 
purpofe, are fuch as refer to diabolical 
Mat.ick ; of which kind is that inven-
tion thought to be, which is common -
ly afcribed to PythagorM, of w�om·it 
is reported, that he could wr$: any 
thing in the body of the Moon, f<J:-as it 
might be legible to another at a�reat 
diffance. At.rippa affirms thi�'lo 'he occult.Ph1-
naturally poffible, and the way oTfer- uf. l. ,, c,6• 

forming it, not unknown to him!eif, 
L 4 \Vith 
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with Com� others in his time. And 

optic. z. 3 ·  f1ji_r},gripts: Rifoer feems to belieJF it ; 
z���!m tiki f¥.Cc�!ing .of the ftraw ex�ii
perJuafio· diiJI�tpf)e wrought by fo�e glaffes, 
J;:'terva- he adds" Deniqtse certo artiPcio,depil14S , c. 

im.tJgines, aut fcr!pttU liter�U, noile,fere· •. 4z. �.e�� lun�
.
fic �PP&Iii

_
po.ffunt, ut r44!u 

t
. 

· ._· "- l[_rttdtanttbus , tdeoqtJ� rejl�Jtu , 
'U 114·& leg,;u, qtt£ Conflaljrtnopolz Lu-
tetiJft tibi qpncientur. iiJl, 

.:r�,;
ere is a11 experi�;lnt;in QPticks, 

to rei\Tefent any wriung by the Sun
beams,upcn a wall or front of a houfe ; 
for which purpQfe. the letters muft 
be firft defcribcl!c�lfb Wax, or fame 
other opacous cOlour, upon the fur· 
face of the glafs, in an inverted form ; 
-which glafs, afterwards refleCting the 
light upon any wall in the fbade, will 
difcotter thefe letters in the right form 
andJ5rder. Unto fome fuch invention, 
I did firft(before I had well  contidered 
Jhefe particulars )attribute the perfor
ll}�nce of chafe ftrange prom ifes in  �orld in Nrmtitu iDanimlltru. But upon better �- ; �oon, thoughts, it will be found1 that the 

fptcies 
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fpecies of re8eEl:ion, in this experi� 
nie'!l, are fo weak , .  tha� uitlefs the 
afafs an<Wie letters be very big, � al_d 
the wall 'l1tpewhat near, tJttt_e dl 
be no diHina appearance of the wti"-
ting. And therefore this way tne·re 
can be no tbougfl]S of contriving any 
refleaed fpecies, �hat fhall be �ifible 
at  fo great a difiance as th�/'M�n. 
Nor iJJ.here any oth.er natural" ��d. bs 
concelfabl� tbi whach fo fira�e .an 
effeEl: mayr;be -�rformed ,whic� ts•the 
reafon that it is fo frequSf_ltfy attri-
buted to diabolical rvtagick, by almoft 
all" the Writers that have occafion to 
treat of it. 

· 

But Agrippa in another place fpeak
ing Foncerning this invention, affirms 
that it was performed thus :PythAgor.eU 
did firft. defcribe with blood �PY let- .Ag,.;11JI, 
ters which he thought fir , 10 fome tie V.nit. 
great glafs , and then oppofing the S&z'ent.& 48• 

glafs againfi the fu! l  Moon, the let-
ters would appear thor�ugh it, .as if 
they were writ in t.he circumferen'ce 
pf her body. f<!!__.e coUibuifJet fanguine 

perforipftt 
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p�rfcrip{tt in /peculo, quo,ttd pleni luminu 
Jj� orbem ohverfo,Jlanti a tergo,res t..X
A;pittU. . in dtfto Jufl4 commowfh;J,7!il!t In 
.'��i.e� IJ,\ff'age he feems ·t�tirnate, 
dllt thiS-writing in the Moon could 
not.;be vifible at any great diftance 
(as it is related ill common Tradition) �. hat it di� apfltar to ·fuch o�ly, 
' · ,. :X&- whofe eyes ._ and the Moon 

this gla.fs n1ight �e interpoied And 
a,��ng td: t�is t�e �ode'*' the 
r�n ceales,nor may ltlfrul.f'be re
ferred lo Diabolical Magick. 

:�nch. ca- �ore properly reducible to this mer$r,Pro- k ind, are thofe incltanted glaffes men-tem. rn /rb. • 
d . ,_. . h h Plutm-c. de none 1n "utvers Aut ors : In w ich diftB.orac. fqmc Magicians are faid to contain 

fuch familiar Spirits , as do inform 
them of any bufinefs they llialt en
quire after. I have heard a great pre
tende�o the knowledge of all fecret 
Arts; confidently affirm, that he him
felf was able at that rime , or any 
other, to fhew me in a glafs what was 
done in any part .of the W orld, what 
fhips were failing in theMeaiterranean, 

who 
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who were walking in any ftr,eet of 
a11y City in:sp�in, or. the like. And this 
he did aver , wit�.·all the labouml 
expre. of a fl:rong • c�gG.d". 
The man, for his condition� �Jn 
Italian Doa�n of Phyfick ; fOl'· · hi� 
par�s, he was, kno'Wl to be of ex.tra
ordinary skill in .. the abftrufer t\rts, 
but not altogether free from,be ffifpi-
�on of thit unfa wft.d Mtgick. 

-/f 
l 

C H A P. 



C H A P. X X. . 1' . 

f?�""'rtnation.r-!Jy frgnificatfJr/ (ires and 
·�oaks. Their Antiquitf. The tr11e 

· ,aanner of u{ing t'hem to this purpofe. 
That theft , w� meant in N untius 

... �imatus. 

T H E Httperimi�ts tir this kind 
'r' that a're erue, and upon rtt(tural 

grounds, have been made eftber by fire 
in the night, or fmoak and fuch other 
figns vflible at a dillance in the day-
time. � 

Thefe informations by fignificatory 
fires, have been of ancient ufe. The 
firft invention of them is common ly 
afcribed to Sinon in the Trojan Wars. 

N•t. Hifl. Specularem fignipcationem Trojano !JeUo 
1· 1 ·  '· 56· Sinon invenit (faith Pliny.) This was 

the fign upon which he agreed to un
lpck the wooden Horfe. 

Firgil. Flamm44 eum regia puppis 
Extuler at. ---... 

But 
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But DioJorm SicNlm affirms them 

· to be pra&if�d b§r Merle a in he� Biblioth«. 
Confpiracy with 1 afon. Anti ·weY z. '�-· 
are freq uently mentioned in "�� 
ancient Hiftorians. * HeroJotru fpea"�·· Polplm, 
of them in. Jhe Grtfian War aga:inft !. 7· '· 1 8 1• 

Xerxes. And "l: T.ht.�cydides teft�fies t Hifl. l. :. 
of them in the �nfets tliat were 
made by die "'Jieloponr/fiani 11gainft Item, !. J .  
Salamis, and i n  the S.iege of Cor&JYil. 
A:ppi�tn fp�ki�g. of Sc�pio at Nu"!·an- SoCrwt•lll 
tt�, how 'lle dtv�ded hts Cam.p toto �f(.le�t. N. 
dxvers Compantes , fays '*at : 'be 
aSigned each of them fo fev�ral 
Tribunes, with this charge, Si im
peterentttr ab hofle , de die , if panno. i' To this 
TUbYO in hajla fob/ato fig_nificarent ' de r::�� 
nolle, igne. I� the enemy did charge ofrruce m 
any of them, they fl1ould fignifie it defiance. 
to the others , in the day-time by 
holding up a red cloth, in the ni�t by 
fires. Vegetius affirms it to be ufual, De re miti .. 

�he_n the Army was divided , 
�o t•r.l.J .  '·S · 

Inform one another , in the day 
by fmoak , in the night by fires. zylf. de .. •I
Thefe fignificatorv fires were by the litt..R:F�n. r . /tb. $tJ:DIIif'o Greczans log. g. 
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GreciAm ca_lled (fJptfx-ro, (faith S11iJ.�t�) 

· an� (emet1mes Tiupafl«.. The ufe of 
1Eneii4 Po- � was chiefly for the anfwer of 
limtt.e.] r .fome particular R!!_£re, that was be. 

f fore agreed upon ; as concerning the 
com-ing of Aidf or Enemies ; if the 
Enemies were ooming , they were 
wont to fhake thefC, Tor�hes ; if the 
Ai�s, they .�Jd tlJ!:m. ftill (faith the 

seb.Lm /,2. St.b.oliajl upon Thacydides.) 
7'htleyd. .But they have by molt exaa ln-

vevtiQ!)s, been enlarged to a greater 
latituoe of fignificatioq. So that now, 
any thing which we have occadon 
to difcover , rna y be exprelfed by 

Weeur de "tl1em. 
secretu, '  The way s by wbich they may '· 1+· '· 1'• be contrived to this purpofe , are 
{;:.·�1e� �ivers : I fhall fpecifie only the chief 
1. 1. c. r Q .  of them. 
t;""1""· �� That which in ancient times was Y�rzet. R..e- fc h . . 
tfmf, 1. u .  u, ed by t e Grecians, and IS parucu-
�- 6r. lirly treated of in * Pol]biru ad� •Hz.ftor.l.ro :C. h h ' 
juxtpfo/em. v�t J. t us. 
�� . .  Let 
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Let the letters be divided toto five · • 

Tablets or Colums. 
· 

I II III IV V 

I 

2 h 

e 

f l 1 
"""T 

g , , 

h ..  n 

k .  p 

, q  
r (' 
f ' 

Let there be provide4 ten Torches, 
five being placal on the righ� hand, 
and five on the left : Let fo many 
Torches be lifted up o� the right·  
hand , as rna y ibe w the number of 
the _Table ; and fo many O!l t!Je
as .!}lay fbew tbe number of · · . · ·  
le�r- in it , which you would ex
prefs : As in this following etample� wherein the feveral numbers, both at 

the 
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itfle·rig8�and left hand, do �lg�,i� the 
word HAsTEN. "* 

- j Tbe ��ght hand. The left hand. 
-·- ·· 1 --
II ' H  3 
i A. I 

I� 

-
117 � J "' �· - -- ' 
IV. •,!) I ' T'4. · 

4 
-·. ,., ,  

I I E .1. I � �  
fii I N J 

J"Jla.t is, two lights being lifted upon 
tb�right hantJ, fhew the fecond Co
ltill!A i� an� at �he fame time three 
Torches appearmg on the left hand, 
. denotes the third letter in thatColumn 

'�-ich is-I.TJ"hu.s a lingle Torch being 
:'a:ircovered on both fides, doth figoifie 
rb�cft letter of the firft Column, 
\Vhicb is A, and fo of the reft. 

There 
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T�c;�e Js anpther way m�ntio�ed By three 

_by J fiAchimus For!ius, unto the per- 1����� 
formance oJ wh1ch, there a&.. only rerienti�. 
three lights requited � One 'forch 
being fhewed alone, ihall fignifie tbe 
eight firff letters, A.B.C.D. E.F.G.H. 
Two together, the eight next, 1./(,L. 
M. N. 0. _p. � A11� all three the reft, 
R. S. T. P. W. X T. .,� 

One light �eiug difcovered o�ce, 
fi�nifies 4 _; if twice, B : Tw� li&hts 
be1ng !hewed once , do den(Ue the 
-letter I;  if twice, /(, &c. . .. · 

According to tbis war; lfl would 
exprefs the word F A M 1 N B , . ·the 
Torches mufl: be contriv:ed ; one 
light mufl: be lifte.d up fix timc;s for 
the letter F ;  one light once for A ; 
tw.o lights four times for M ;  two 
lights once for I ; two lights five times 
for /V. . 

But here it will be requi(it.e that· 
there be fome inter)lli{ij.on bet"'· ·· 
t'-< expreffi.on of feveral letters, be
caufe otherwife there mull nee�ds be 
a gre�t confulion amongfl thofe that 

M belong 
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. belong to . the fame oumJ>er of 
.Torches. · •  In which refpeB: tbii way 
is muth more tedious and inconve
ni�nt � than th� former invention out 
o�Po��im. . 

By two It 1s· eafie to conce1ve, how by the Torches. Alphabet �nfiffing of two �etters 
tranfpofed through five pla�es, fuch 
a manner of difcourfing may be other
wife COI)trived, o#.I1L.f>t two Torches. 
Bilt then there m11ffbe five�ews, to 
exprefs every letter. 

There is another way of fpeaking, 
by the differeoc��f motion in two 
lights ; Which for its quicknefs and 
fpeed,. is ··muc..h to be preferred before 
any of the refl ; tbe manner of it is 
thiJs :' Provide two· Torches on long 
poles : Let them be placed fo far from 
one another, that they rna y feem unto 
your confederate to be about four Cu
j!ts di��nc�. By th� divers elevations 

.._:4�preffioqs o� rhefe, enclining of 
·Wiem to the right hand, or to the left, 
fever�l�y or both together, it is eafie 
to exprelS all the Alphabet. 

One 
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One light alone being difcovered, 

muft fiand for A ; lifted up, for E ;  
depreffed , for I ;  e.nclined to the 
right hand, for 0 ; unto the left hand, 
for V. 

Two lights elevated, for B ; de
prelfed, for C ; enclined to the right 
hand, for D ;  to the left hand, for F. 

Two lights being frill difcovered, 
and the Torch at the right hand 
being r ted up, fhall fignifie G ;  be
ing depreffed , H ;  inclined to the 
right hand, I( ; to the left hand, L. 

The Torch at the left hand, being 
elevated,£hall fl:and for M ;  deprelfed, 
for N; inclined to the right hand, 
for P ; to the left band, for R:___ 

The Torch at the .right hand be 
ing moved towards the left hand , and 
that at the left hand, being at the 
fame time moved towards the right 
hand , fball fignifie R :  The righ 
hand Torch being inclined to t e left 
hand, and·the other at the fame time 
being elevated, lignifies S ;  being de
pre[ed, T: The left hand Torch 

M z being 
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being inclined to the; right haad , 
and the ofber at the fame time be· 
ing ele\ated, lignifies W; being de
pr�lfed, X. 

The right hand Torch being in
clined to the r-ight hand , and the 
other ar the fame. time being ele
vated, may ftand for r ;  being de
pre{fed, for Z· 

When any t�/g_'ts · i:hu5i to be ex
preffed; the two Torches, .�ing dif
cov;red , mu£l: remain without .any 
monon , fo long , _til! . the Confede
rate iliall"'y./othe� Jtgbts fhew fome 
fign, tha� ,.e is reidY to take notice. 
After every one qf thefe particular 
motions� the Torches m ufl: be care
fully hidden· and ob{cured , that fo 
t�e fevera� letters expreffed by them, 
may be th� better diftinguifhed. 
� Tht: day-t-ime Informations by 
!IIPak, cannot fo conveniently be or
� according IK> this latter contri-
vc(tice, and therefore m uft be mana
ged by fome of thofe other ways 
that were fpecified before : 1·o which 

purpofe 
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pu rpofe there mull: be fome. Tunne]s 
provide� , for the orderl¥ .. inclofing 
and conveying up the fmoak. The 
other particulars concerning this, are 
in themfely.es eafie enough to be .ap
prehended. 

How theft; fignificatory figns \Vill 
be vifible at a gre� . diftance . .. How 
by multiptication of them in feveral 
places , they �av �� c�ntriveq for ��::;';� 
�any fcores of mtles; w!ll �afily �e 
dtfcerned from the tituanon ;and ufe 
of Beacons , by which £he inJima-
tions of publ iq,: danger. and prepa-
rations, have 6een: ofteriddi;es fudden-
ly fpread ovcr_this whole lHand. 

This may further be advaptQged 
by the ufe of Galtl.e114 his p�rfpe
aive . 

'Tis fl:oried of the Inhabitants . in a�Je.� 
Chin.t, that when any Merchants �o �:.��r9 ' · 
happen upon the fhores of that �.n 
dom, they arc prefent ly exa�· . :, 
whence they com'e, \vhat C:o'lbmo-
dities they bring , and of what nwm- · 
ber they are : Which being known, 

M � - the 
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the Watch (fet for that purpofe) do 
prefently �inform the King of their 
anf wers, by· fmoak in the day, and 
fires in the night : \Vho by the fame 
means does as fpeedily :feturn them 
his pleafure, wfiether they fhall be 
adm itted or kept out : And fo that 
is eafily difpatched in {o\ne few··bours, 
wh icft could not be performed the 
ordinary way, .witiout the trouble of 
mariy days. ; • ' 

· The praCl:ife of all thefe fecret and 
fwif� Melfages , may perhaps feem 
very difficult at the firll ; but fo does Po&·f. l.l Q.. alfo the Al,t· bfWftt'io"g and Reading 
to an , unlettefed nlhn : Cullom and 
expcr�ence will make the one as facile 
and .. !eady as the other . .. 

That thefe ways of information 
already explained , whether by the 
fpeciesiiOf found or ftf!.ht' aro.the fame 
with thofe intimated in Nuntim in
,tiJjm�tttu, may be ckarly evident to 
�riy ; "one who does but thoroughly 
perufe that difcourfe, and compare it 
with divers other the like patTages, 

of 
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of the fame Author, in his Domin�o 
Gonfo/e$. 

1 .  For the fpecies of found, his 
words are thefe , Auribus nihil p.er- Nunc. Ina
cipi ni/i perfo1fum, neminem fugit. Erit ni. p. r 6. 
igitsr neceffe ut il, cui 11liquid auditu 
mediante 11Unci �tum fuerit, fonos t�ut!iat, 
eofJue diftingui"jles pro nume� auJien-
Jorum ; qu�e cum ftnt infinita, infinittt, 
etiam fit oportet , [onorum .. edendor.um 
vt�riettH. Satu tamen erit ut diftin· 
gua11tur 'llel genere, vel tempore, modo 
etiam & numero. Which palfage, to-
gether with that otber iflvention in l 
Domingo Gonfales:·concerrting the Lan-
guage of the Lunary Inhabitants , 
before explained in the e�hteenth 
Chapter : I f;;ly, both thefe ,  being 
compared with the difcpveries and 
experiments orthe fame kind that are 
here difcqprfed of, may plainly mani-
feft, that they are both performed by 
the fame means. .·: .. 

2. For the Species of fight,- �h.ls 
words are thefe , Si ocNiu Amici 11h- Nun_e: Inlt .. 
fentis aliquid ct�pu reprefentare, idq�e nim. P· 16. 

M 4 citius 
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eirius qtt-am torpus aiiquod fohlunare Aa 
locum tam Iongo interv4Ho dujunllsm 
po/lit P�':forri ; opor�et ut ide£ , five 
for.mte "vifibiles , · auy,ea»tur �untitate, 
mNltiplicentur numcro , t;7 pro rersin 

figmficandarum ilarietate vdrientur, vel 
qualJtate, vel tJftantitate_, vel fltll, vel 
or dine. Which palfage .lteing tompared 
with that other way ot compaa, be-

l'Aan in tw.ixt Gonfa/es and� his Man Diego , 
the Moon, mentioned ia the other Difcourfe : It P· z r .  may e'vidently appear, that th� ways 

of intimation \V hich were there 
meant} ar� perk>rmed after the fame 
m anner, i��inalp'-'hich .they are 
here __ difctoUdid o� · 

He doe� ipdeed m�ntion out of Buf 
i,eqMilu, tile practice of thofe informa
ti� amongft the Inhabitants

. 
ofChin.a, 

and thi�ks tbat th�y-Wt:re ufed too by 
the Rqm�?Js. ; but withall he wonders, 
how that now amongllus,they fhould 
be a l together forgot ten ; and the re· 
fi9ring of them to thefe places and 
times, feems to be his chief aim, in 
the promifes· of that difcourfe. 

The 
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The particular example which he 

mentions, is this : Suppofe that one at 
London would fend a me!fage to Bri· 
]low, Wells, Exeter, or though i t  were 
any remoter place : Neqtte enim lon
f.inquitatem vite r.nu!trtm moror, {i detur 
[4culttU flernenrji, & permeabilem rffi
ciendi. That 1�, the greatnefs of di
ftance can be no impediment, ir the 
fpace betwixt be fitted with fucb high 
Mountains, and Beacon Hills, as. may 
ferve for thefe Jcind of Difcoveries. 
Suppofe (I fay) this Meffenger fhould 
fet forth from ,L1mdo� , in .. the very 
point of noon , he woufd. norwith
ftanding arrive ai Briftorv before 
twelve of the clock that ' day : That 
is? a Melfage may b� thefe �eans be 
conveyed fo great a d lflance, In fewer 
minutes than thofe.whichi make the 
difference betwixt the two Meridians 
of thofe places. 

If according to this, we fboul� in-
terpret that paffage out of Trithemius� 
concerning the three Satur11i.ne An- See before gels, that in twenty four hours can cap. 1 5 • 

convey 
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convey news from any part of the 
World ; that Author might then , 
in one refpe8: , be freed from the 
afperfion Qf Diabolical Magick, which 
for this very reafon hath heretofore 
been imputed to him. But this by the 
way. 

It may be, the ret'olution of thofe 
great promifes in N unci us ln•nimatus, 
to fuch eafie cauf�s as they are here 
afcrjped un'to, will not be anf werable 
to n'iens ·expeaation, every one will 
be apt to miftruft fome greater matter 
than is here ex_E�eft : But 'tis thus 
alfo,jn e�ery othlr"tlie like particular; 
for Ignorance is the mother of Won
der, and Wonder does ufually create 
unto it felf many wild Imaginations, 
whicbis the 'reafon why mens Fancies 
a�:e fo_prone to attribute all unufuaJ 
and'Uoknown Events, unto ftranger 
caufes than either Nature or Art hath 
defigned for them. 

C on&lufion. 
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Cone lufion. 
The Poets have feigned Mer&NYJ to Horat. l. r ,  

be the chief Patron of Thieves and od . . d10;.� 
T h 

Ow . ru� 
reac ery, tam. 1. 1 1 • • 

'Ap,e; qmAnnwv. 
Homer. in 
Hymnu. 

To which. pu rpofe they relate that Nat. Comes 
he filched from Venus her Girdle, as f{th;lof 
fhe embraced him in congratulation · · · · 
of a Vi8:ory ; that he robbed jtJp_iter 
of his Sceprer. and �auld have ftoln 
his Thunderbolt too , but th�t he 
feared to burn his fingers. And the 
Aftrologers obferve, that thofe who 
are born under this Planet, are natu-
rally addiB:ed to Theft and Cheating. 

If it be feared · that ,this Difcourfe 
may unhappily advantage others, in 
filch unlawful courfes ; 'tis con6dera� 
ble,that it does not only teach how to 
deceive, but confequently alfo how to 
difcover Delufions. And then befides, 
the chief experiments are of fuch 

nature, 
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natu re,t hat  they cannot be freqt.tently 
praclifed, w it hour jufi caufe of fufpi 
cion, when as it is in the Magifirates 
power to P.,revent them. However, it 
w�l l  not follow� that every thing mull: 
be fuppreft whi� may be a bufed. 
There is nothing hath more occafi. 
oned Troubles a nd Content ion, than 
the A r t  of \V riting,whi�h is the reafon 
why. �he Inventor of it is fabled to have 

C4li. Rha· fawn Serpents Teeth : And yet it was 
"1ltiq. ua. but a b�rbarous atl of Thamru the 
1 2 2 '  f. • 5 · tgyptian K ing, therefore to forbid the 

learning of Lettw�r: .  We may as well 
<.:ut �ut our Tongues , beca·ure that 

James J · _. member is a world of wickedne{s. If 
all thofe ufeful Inventions that a re 
lia ble to abu fe ,  fhould  therefore be 
concealed , there is not a ny Art or 
Scien�� which m.igtit be lawfully pro· 
felt. · . 

F I J{ 1 S. 



f3aoks Sold hy Richard Baldwin . 

PLtll/ttrl ll'it/, Profit : Confifting of Recreations of diYers 
kinds, Numrrict�l, G11metrical, Mecbauical, Opt•ct�l,Jlflr,_ 

r11mical, HortmJetricJ�l, �ryptof.r"phical, Statical, Magrteticll/., 
Automatic�!, r.hymica/1 Htflorzcpl. Pub!Hhed for ingenio•s 
Spirit• to make farrher Scruriny into thefe (and the like) 
fubllme SCience-s, and to diYerr rhem from fullowing fuch 
"Vices as Youth (in this A.ge) are

. 
too much inalin'_<l to. By 

W.lli•'Qj uybour11. To fih1ch ts added , a new Syftem of 
Algrbra, acrcording ro the Iaft Improvemenrs and Difco
nriea that hath been made in that Arr, by l(jch•rd S11ult 
Profeffor of the Mathematicks. 

State-TraEii. In two parts. The firft pan being, a Colle
t!ion of fenral neatifea relating to the Government, pri
YattJy printed in the Reign of King charles II.The (econd pan 
confift:in� o( a farther Colleaion of (eYeral choice Treatifes 
relating to the Government, from the Year 1 66o. ro 1689. 
Now publithed in a Body, to t'hew the Neceffiry, and clear 
the L�galiry of the late ·llnolution, and our prefent Happy 
Senlement under the Au fllicious Reign of Their Majeftiea 
Kin� WilliAm and Queen Mary. 

Bibli�tbeca Polltic11. Or a Difcourfe by way of Dialogue 
on thefe �eftions : r .  Whether a King of England can 
ner fall from of forfeit his Royal Dignity, for any Breach 
of an Original Contra6t or Wilful Violation of Fundamentd 
Law• of the Kin�dom ? 2. Whethe#r King Wi//i411J (com
monly ftiled the Copqueror) d id by Conq�elt require fuch 
an abfulure unconditioned Right (0 rhe Crown of 1his 
Realm for himfelf and hia Heirs, as can never be lawfully 
refitted or torfeiud for ant M<1 !e-adminiftr: .nion or T}!':mny 
whare•er ? Dialogue th• Tmtb and lait. J;'o which is added. a large Table ro lhe whole. 

The Works of the Famous Mr. irAr;ciJ l(abelais, Dod:or 
in Phyfic:It. Treati11g of the:: .Lins, Heroick Deeds, and 
Sayings of G(ffgn,.tuA and his Son l-Art 'ngruel. Tnnflated 
from the French. To which h added J.tabllr.i;'s Life ; and a new Key to the whole Work. 

The 



The Life or Le111i1 of Bourbo•, Jare Princre o£ coruJ,. Qi. geaed into Annals. With many Curioua Rcmarb on rhe 
Tr•l!fattiona of Hurop� for thefe laft Silty Years. Dtm1 out ()f Frenah. 

A Brief Difquifition of the Law of Nature, according ro 
t!le Principles �md Method laid down in the Reverend 
Dr. Cumb:r/a,d'a (no� Lord Bithop of Pet�rborougb'a) La
tin Treatife en rhu SubjeCt. Aa alfo hi• Gonfuration of 
Mr. Pfobb'a Principles, pur into another method. Wirh tbc 
Rtbh! Reverend Author'• Approbuion. 

The Tragediea ofrhe Laft Age, contider'd and examin'd 
by t he Pra�i�e of rhe Ancients, �nd by the common fenfc 
of all Ages ; in a Letter w Fl�:rmood Sbtpbrrd Efq; Pan I. 
The Sectmd Edition. 

A ilion View of Trag�_dy ; .ira Original, Excellency, and 
Corrur-rion ; ivith fame Refl.e<!ions on sbAI{•[peAr and other 
Practitioners for· rbe Suge: Both by Mr. �m1r, Senanr 
to ·rhl!ir M�jeftie•. 

A Ne·..-, Plain , Shorr, and Compleat Fn•ch and E.t�glifh 
Grammar ; whereby the Lear_,er . may amain in few 
Momhs to fpeak and wrire F'mcb corretlly , as rhey do 
now in the Coon of Fra11e1. And wherein all that ia dark, 
fuperfl.uous and deficiem: in orhe� GrftmJIIArs , i1 plain , 
ibort , ·and merbodica:Jy fupplied. Alfo •cry ufeful to 
Str�"!."'• rhu are defirous ro li!arn rhe "E,.r.lijh Tongue : 
For whofe fake is added a Shorr , bur very Exaa: &.glifh Grammar. The Third Edition, wilh Addiliona. By p,. tlr Ber11ult. 

Trurh brou�hr ro light ; Or the Hiftory of 1he firft 14  
Years of King JAmeJ l In four pa�u. £5c. 

Memoirs of E.meric Counr Tec/(!l1. In four Booka.Wherein 
a re related a l l  the moft confiderable Tranfa6tioos in HUJJ· 
g4rJ aP-d 'he Ottoman Empire, from hi1 Birrh , Auo 16 56, 
rill afrer the Bantl qf saJa,kmlmt, in the Year 169 1 .  
Tran{brtd out o f  French. 

Tra .':-:\: ir1w (tYt:rs paru of Bmop1 and A/ill, undertaken 
by the French Kin:.;'s Order,ro difcofer a new Way by Land 
into Cf'j""�.:; ; "0'Haining many curious Remarks in Narural 
Philo:o";; ;y :  Geography, Hydrography, and Hiftory. TOo 

gerber 



gerber with a Defcription ofGrtlt TllrtArJ, and of the dir
ferent People who inhabit there. Done out of Fr111cb. To 
whiah i1 added, A Supplement ex1rad:cd from H•ltiMJt 
and PurcbAI ; givir,g an Acaount of feveral Journeys o
•er Land from Jtp.ffi•, Ptr}iA, and the Mugu/1 Country, to 
CbifiA , together with the Roads and diftancca of the 
Place�. 

Liturgi• ng�rifiA ; or, the Boek of Common-Prayer 
and Adminiftration of the Saaraments, and other Esale.6a
ftiaal Rirea and Ceremonies, ufually praCl:ifed, and folemn
Iy performed in all the Churches and Chappels of the (lily 
and ctanron of �,,;,� in Swit�wiA.J, &a. 

Lettera of Love and Gallantry, and fneral other �ub. 
jed:s. All written by Ladies. 

The Memoir• of Monfieur Dt•ge••' : Containing the 
moft fecret TranfaB:ions and Aft"air• "f Franct, from the 
Death of He11ry VI. till the beginning of the Miniftry of the 
Cardinal de l(.ichtlitu, &c. 

Vieior� .A11glicA11� : Being an Hiftoriaal Colletlion o£ 
all the memorable an� ftu�ndiOUI ViB:ories obrained by 
the EnglUh againft the itrenah, both by Sea and Land,fin;e abe Norm•,. Clonqueft, f.Sc. 

The Devout 6hriftiana Preparation for Holy Dying, {5a. 
Memoirs concerning tht; Campagne of Three Kings, 

Wilit�m,LttDit,and 1mu.a,in rhe Year I 692.With RefleB:ions 
upon the Grear Endenourt of L111Jis 1he 1 4th to etfeB: his 
Deigns, of Jllfll•s the 'ld. ro Remount rhe Th rone, and 1he 
proper Methods for the Allie• to rake to hinder both. 

E.uropb cthains broke ; or a fure and fpeedy Projed: a:o 
refcue her from the prefent Ufurpations of the Tyrant oi 
Fr"'"'· ·· 

The Cabinet Open'd , or the Secret HiO:ory of the 
Amours of Madam d1 M1i•''"""' wich the Freflch King. 
Tranfiated from rhe Frt11cb aopl'. 

. 

Slllll at B.Jor : or the Ghoft of rhe Marquili ;J, Lou'Voil 
aonfulted by the Frmcb King, concern ing the prefenc At: 
fairs. Done out of Fr�•cb. Tbr Gl•tltmMJ'I 1ourn•l. Or, The Monthly Mifaeiiany. 
In a Letter to a Gen,leman io the Country. Con6fting oi 

Neft'l, 



Ntlt'J, Hifiorj, PhilDfopby, Poetry, Mujicl(, 'IY•fl•tio•s, &c. 
Vol. II. S•pt•mbtr 1693. Where are to be had Complear Seu 
for rhe Year 1 69z. or Single ones, for !aft Year. 

An Anfwer to rhe Late King JAmlll Dealaration , dated at Sr. Germ,;,., , April rhe 7th. S. N. 1 693. Licenfed by 
Mr. �creury ITI•c"Lrd. 

Re�iom upon 1he Late Horrid Confpiracy contri•ed 
by tbet.�Frencb Courr,. 10 Murrher Hia Majefty in Fl,md111 ;  
And for which Monfieur Grandval,one of the Affaffinates 
was Execured. 

An Aa,ount of rhe !are Terrible Harrhquake in SiciiJ; 
with moll of irs Purictllarr. Done from tbt lralian CopJ 
printed at Rome. 

RefleEtions upon two Pamphleu larely pubiHhed ; one 
cal led A L'tttr fro� Mtmfieur de Crofs, conc•r•i"g tb1 
Mrrfloi"l �{ChriftendQm . .  An1 r�e other,.An An[mtr to that l.ett.n-. Pretended to hne been written by rhe Author of 
rhe faid Memcirs. By a Lover of Truth. 

A r.  ue and exad:.-account of the reraklng a Ship called, 
The Fnend•1 Adventure of Topl.ham, frOQl the French, 
after the h � d  been raken�l( days,•ancPrhey were upon the 
Co.tfts of Fr11nc1 wirh" itfour daya ; where one EnglHh-man 
;� nd a Boy fer. upon feYen French men, killed rwo of them, 
rook the orber fi.Ye Prifoners, and brought rhe Ship and 
them faf� ro &tglaftll, e5:. ·N�vil_ I!(lz,.'s Letter, and fome other l:.errers •hat con
cern lhe SubjeCt: of his Leuer. Wirh filorr Mores on 
rhem · ;  for the Clearer Information of the Membera of 
Parli:�menr , In Order ro i.Ve'Dil Pai•'• Tryal. 

The Spee"ch of rhe Right Honourable Hmry Earl oF 
W.arri"gton, L ord Delamert, to rhe 6rand jury at ch•ft•r. April I 3 1 691. 

The Charge of rhe Rigbr Honourable HtMJ Earl of 
Warrington, ro the Grand Jury at rhe Q!!arter-Seffions 
held fol' the Counry of Cheft•r , on the 1 1 th of oB1bn 
1 692. 

A Prr:j�� of a Defaent upon Fr•c1. By a Perfon of Q£aliry. 
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