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The history of the alphabet begins in Ancient Egypt, more than 
a millennium into the history of writing. The first pure 
alphabets emerged around 2000 BC in Egypt, as a 
representation developed by Semitic workers in Egypt of 
their own language (see Middle Bronze Age alphabets), 
deriving the system from the partly alphabetic principles 
(besides syllabic and logographic values) of the Egyptian 
hieroglyphs. Most other alphabets in the world today either 
descended from this one development, including the 
Phoenician alphabet, the Greek alphabet, and the Latin 
alphabet, or were directly or indirectly inspired by its design. 

From: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_alphabet
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El Lissitzky, 1925



Jan Tschichold, 1965 / 1928



Kurt Schwitters, 1927



Herbert Bayer, 1924-25



Josef Albers, 1931



Bradbury Thompson, 1950



Wim Crouwel, 1967



Shavian Alphabet, Kingsley Read, 1958


