STARWARS
Episode V
THE EMPIRE STRIKESBACK

Script adaptation by

Lawrence Kasdan and Leigh Brackett
from agtory by

George Lucas

LUCASHLM LTD.

A long time ago, in agdaxy far, far, avay...

It isadark timefor the Rebellion. Although the Death Star has

been destroyed, Imperial troops have driven the Rebel forces from

their hidden base and pursued them across the galaxy.

Evading the dreaded Imperia Starfleet, agroup of freedom fighters

led by Luke Skywaker has established anew secret base on the remote
iceworld of Hoth.

The evil lord Darth Vader, obsessed with finding young Skywal ker,

has dispatched thousands of remote probes into the far reaches of
space...

EXTERIOR GALAXY -- PLANET HOTH

A Star Destroyer moves through space, releasing Imperial probe
robots from its underside.

One of these probes zooms toward the planet Hoth and lands
onitsice-covered surface. An explosion marks the point of

impact.
EXTERIOR HOTH -- METEORITE CRATER -- SNOW PLAIN -- DAY

A weird mechanica sound rises above the whining of the

wind. A strange probe robot, with several extended sensors,
emerges from the smoke-shrouded crater. The ominous mechanica
probe floats across the snow plain and disappearsinto the
distance.

EXTERIOR PLAIN OF HOTH -- DAY

A small figure gallops across the windswept ice dope. The



bundled rider ismounted on alarge gray snow lizard, a
Tauntaun. Curving plumes of snow rise from beneath the
speeding paws of the two-legged beest.

Therider gdlopsup adopeandreinshislizardto a

gtop. Pulling off his protective goggles, Luke Skywalker
notices something in the ky. He takes apair of
eectrobinocularsfrom his utility belt and through them sees
smoke rising from where the probe robot has crashed.
Thewind whips at Lukesfur-lined cap and he activatesa
comlink trangmitter. His Tauntaun shifts and moans nervoudy
beneath him.

LUKE (into comlink) Echo Three to Echo Seven. Han, old buddy, do you
read me?
After alittle gatic afamiliar voiceis heard.

HAN (over comlink) Loud and clear, kid. What's up?

LUKE (into comlink) Well, I finished my circle. | don't pick up any
lifereadings.

HAN (over comlink) Thereisn't enough lifeon thisice cubetofill a
gpace cruiser. The sensors are placed. 1'm going back.

LUKE (into comlink) Right. I'll see you shortly. Thereésameteorite
that hit the ground near here. | want to check it out. It won't take

long.

Luke dicksoff histranamitter and reins back on his
nervous lizard. He pats the beast on the head to calmiit.

LUKE Hey, steady girl. What's the matter? Y ou smell something?

Luketakesasmdl device from hisbdt and sartsto

adjust it when suddenly alarge shadow fals over him from
behind. He hears amonstrous howl and turns to see an e even-
foot-tall shape towering over him. It isaWampalce Cresture,
lunging a him ferocioudy.

LUKE Aaargh!

Luke grabsfor hispistal, but ishit flat in theface by a

huge white claw. He fdls unconsciousinto the snow and ina
moment the terrified screams of the Tauntaun are cut short by
the horrible snap of aneck being broken.

The Wampa | ce Creature grabs L uke by one ankle and drags
him away acrossthe frozen plain.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE ENTRANCE -- DAY

A stadwart figure rides his Tauntaun up to the entrance



of an enormousice cave.
INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

Rebel troopers rush about unloading supplies and otherwise
securing their new base. Therider, Han Solo, swings off his
lizard and pulls off hisgoggles.

Hewaksinto the main hangar deck toward the Millennium
Facon, which is parked among severd fighters. Mechanics, R2
units, and various other droids hurry about. Han stops at the
Millennium Falcon where his Wookiee copilot, Chewbacca, is
welding on a centrd lifter. Chewie stops hiswork and lifts
hisface shidd, growling an irritated greeting to his boss.

HAN Chewie!
The Wookiee grumbles areply.

HAN All right, don't lose your temper. I'll come right back and give
you ahand.

Chewbacca puts his mask back on and returnsto hiswelding
asHan leaves.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER
A makeshift command center has been set up in ablasted area

of thick ice. Thelow-cellinged room is abeehive of activity.
Controllers, troops, and droids move about setting up

electronic equipment and monitoring radar sgnals.

Genera Rieekan straightens up from aconsole at Han's

approach.

RIEEKAN Solo?

HAN No sign of life out there, Generdl. The sensorsarein place.
Y oull know if anything comes around.

RIEEKAN Commander Skywalker reported in yet?
HAN No. He's checking out ameteorite that hit near him.

RIEEKAN (indicates radar screen) With all the meteor activity inthis
system, it's going to be difficult to spot approaching ships.

Taking adeep breath, Han blurts out what is on his mind.
HAN Generd, I'vegot to leave. | can't Stay anymore.

Princess Leia, standing at aconsole nearby, isdressedina
short white combat jacket and pants. Her hair is braided across



her head in aNordic fashion. She overhearstheir
conversation and seems somewhat distressed.

RIEEKAN I'm sorry to hear that.

HAN Well, there'sa price on my head. If | don't pay off Jabbathe
Hut, I'm adead man.

RIEEKAN A death mark's not an easy thing to live with. Y ou're agood
fighter, Solo. | hateto lose you.

HAN Thank you, General.

Heturnsto Leiaas Rieekan moves away.

HAN (with feding) Wdl, Y our Highness, | guessthisisit.
LEIA That'sright.

Leaisangry. Han sees she has no warmth to offer him. He
shakes his head and adopts a sarcastic tone.

HAN (cooly) Wéll, don't get al mushy on me. So long, Princess.

Han walks away into the quiet corridor adjoining the
command center. Lela stews amoment, then hurries after him.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- ICE CORRIDOR
LEIA Hanl

Han stopsin the corridor and turnsto face Lela.

HAN Yes, Y our Highnessness?

LEIA | thought you decided to stay.

HAN Wéll, the bounty hunter we ran into on Ord Mantell changed my
mind.

LEIA Han, we need you!

HAN We?

LEIA Yes.

HAN Oh, what about you need?

LEIA (mystified) | need?| don't know what you're talking abouit.

HAN (shakes his head, fed up) Y ou probably dontt.



LEIA And what precisdy am | supposed to know?

HAN Come on! Y ou want meto stay because of the way you fedl about
me

LEIA Yes. Youreagreat help to us. You'reanatura leader...
HAN Nol! That's not it. Come on. Aahhh -- uh huh! Come on.
Leagaresat him, understanding, then laughs.

LEIA Youreimagining things.

HAN Am I? Then why are you following me? Afraid | was going to leave
without giving you agoodbye kiss?

LEIA I'd just as soon kissaWookiee.
HAN | can arrange that. Y ou could use agood kiss!

Angrily, Han strides down the corridor as Lela Stares after

him.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- ANOTHER ICE CORRIDOR
A familiar stream of beeps and whistles herald the approach

of Artoo-Detoo and See-Threepio, who appear around a corner

and move dong anicewall toward the main hangar.

THREEPIO Don't try to blame me. | didn't ask you to turn on the
thermd hester. | merely commented that it wasfreezing in the
princess's chamber. But it's supposed to be freezing. How are we going
todry out dl her clothes?| redly don't know.

Artoo beeps astream of protesting whistles.

THREEPI O Oh, switch off.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

The two robots stop at Han Solo's space freighter. Han and
Chewie are sruggling with their centrd lifters.

HAN (to Chewie) Why do you take this gpart now? I'm trying to get us
out of here and you pull both of these.

Chewiegrumblesin irritation.

THREEPIO Excuseme, Sr.



HAN (to Chewie) Put them back together right now.
THREEPIO Might | have aword with you, please?
HAN What do you want?

THREEPIO Wdll, it's Princess Leia, Sir. She's been trying to get you
on the communicator.

HAN I turned it off. | don't want to talk to her.

THREEPIO Oh. Well, Princess Leiaiswondering about Master Luke. He
hasn't come back yet. She doesn't know where heis.

HAN | don't know where heis.
THREEPIO Nobody knowswhere heis.
HAN What do you mean, "nobody knows'?

Han glances at the fading light at the entrance of theice
cave as night dowly beginsto fal on the planet.

THREEPIO Wdll, uh, you see...

Han jumps down off thelift, as Thregpio follows him.
HAN Deck Officer. Deck Officer!

THREEPIO Excuse me, sr. Might | inqu-...

Han abruptly puts his hand over Thregpio's mouth asthe
deck officer approaches.

DECK OFFICER Yes, sir?
HAN Do you know where Commande r Skywalker is?

DECK OFFICER | haven't seen him. It's possible he came in through the
south entrance.

HAN It's possble? Why don't you go find out? It's getting dark out
there.

DECK OFFICER Yes, gir.

The deck officer leaves hurriedly, as Han takes his hand
off Thregpio's mouth.

THREEP O Excuse me, sr. Might | inquire what's going on?



HAN Why not?

THREEPI O Impossible man. Come dong, Artoo, letsfind PrincessLeia
Between ourselves, | think Master Lukeisin considerable danger.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN ICE TUNNEL

The deck officer and his assistant hurry toward Han as he
entersthe tunndl.

DECK OFFICER Sir, Commander Skywalker hasn't come in through the
south entrance. He might have forgotten to check in.

HAN Not likely. Are the speeders ready?

DECK OFFICER Not yet. We're having some trouble adapting them to the
cold.

HAN Then well have to go out on Tauntauns.
DECK OFFICER Sir, the temperature's dropping too rapidly.
HAN That'sright. And my friendsoutiniit.

ASSISTANT OFFICER I'll cover sector twelve. Have com-control set
screen apha

Han pushes through the troops and mounts a Tauntaun.

DECK OFFICER Y our Tauntaun'll freeze before you reach the first
marker.

HAN Then I'll seeyouin hell!

Han maneuvers his mount out of the cave and racesinto the
dark bitter night.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE GORGE -- DUSK

Thejagged face of ahugeicewall stsgloomily inthedim
twilight of aHoth day. Luke hangs upside down, ankles frozen
into icy staactites, his extended arms within afoot of the
snow floor. One side of hisfaceis covered in adried mask of
frozen blood. He opens his eyes as a chilling moan of the
hideousice creature echoes off the gorge walls. Luke pulls
himself up, grabs hold of hisankles, and futilely triesto
unfasten the throngs.

Exhausted, he drops back into his hanging position. Ashe
hangsthere, he spies hislightsaber lying near apile of his
discarded gear, about three feet out of reach.

He focuses on the saber and, as his hand strains toward the



weapon, he squeezes his eyestight in concentration.

Just astheice creature looms over Luke, the lightsaber
jumpsinto Luke's hand.

The young warrior ingantly ignites hissword, swinging up,
and cuts himself loose from theice. Heflopstothesnow ina
heap. The Sartled creature moves back, hisgiant yellow eyes
blinking. Luke scramblesto hisfeet. He swings hislightsaber
and the beast screamsin pain.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ENTRANCE TO ICE GORGE -- DUSK

Luke staggers out of the gorge into the dark and snowy
twilight. Weak and exhausted, he stumbles down a snow bank.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOW PLAIN -- DUSK

A amadl, lonefigureriding a Tauntaun races through the
hostile vastness of snow and cold. Asit runs, the Tauntaun's
legskick up large clouds of snow and ice into the snowy air.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- OUTSIDE ICE HANGAR -- DUSK

Artoo sandsin the falling snow, beeping worriedly.
Threepio moves iffly over to him.

THREEPIO Y ou must come dong now, Artoo. Therésredly nothing more
we can do. And my joints are freezing up.

Artoo beeps, long and low.

THREEPIO Don't say thing like that! Of course well see Master Luke
agan. Hell bequitedl right, you'll see. (to himself) Stupid
little short-circuit. Hell be quite dl right.

Threepio turnsto go back insde the main hangar as Artoo
mournfully kegpshisvigil.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOW DRIFT -- DUSK

Thewind is blowing quite strong now. Luke strugglesto

stay upright, but ablast of freezing snow knocks him over. He
strugglesto get up, but he can't. The young warrior from
Tatooine drags himsdlf a couple of feet and then collapses.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK -- ENTRANCE -- NIGHT

Princess Lela stands inside the dark entrance to the Rebel

base, waiting for asign of the two Rebel heroes. She shivers
inthe cold wind as, nearby, Chewie stswith hishead in his
hands. In the background, Artoo and Threepio move through the
doors.



A Rebd lieutenant movesto Mgor Derlin, an officer
keeping watch with the princess.

LIEUTENANT Sir, al the patrolsarein. Therés ill no contact from
Skywaker or Solo.

THREEPIO Midtress Leia, Artoo says he's been quite unable to pick up
any signas, athough he does admit that hisown rangeisfar too

weak to abandon dl hope.

Leianods an acknowledgment, but sheislost in thought.

DERLIN Y our Highness, there's nothing more we can do tonight. The
shield doors must be closed.

Heturnsto the lieutenant.

DERLIN Close the doors.

LIEUTENANT Yes, gr.

Thelieutenant walks away. Chewielets out along, mournful

howl, somewhat like a coyote. At the same moment, Artoo begins

acomplex series of efficient beeps.

THREEPIO Artoo saysthe chances of surviva are seven hundred
seventy-five...to one.

Lelastands praying to hersdf asthe huge meta doorsdam

across the entrance of the ice cave. Theloud booms echo

throughout the huge cavern. Chewielets out another suffering

howl.

THREEPIO Actudly, Artoo has been known to make mistakes...from time
to time. Oh, dear, oh, dear. Don't worry about Master Luke. I'm sure
hell bedl right. He's quite clever, you know...for ahuman being.
EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOW DRIFT -- DUSK

Lukeliesface down in the snow, nearly unconscious. Sowly

he looks up and sees Ben Kenohi, barely visible through the

blowing snow. Itishard totel if Kenobi isred or a

hdlucination.

BEN Luke...Luke.

LUKE (weskly) Ben?

BEN Y ou will go to the Dagobah system.

LUKE Dagobah system?



BEN Thereyou will learn from Y oda, the Jedi Master who instructed
me

Theimage of Ben fades, reveding alone Tauntaun rider
gpproaching from the windswept horizon.

LUKE (groaning faintly) Ben...Ben.

L uke dropsinto unconsciousness.

Han pulls up and legps off his mount. He hurriesto his
snow-covered friend, cradling himin hisarms. Han's Tauntaun
letsout alow, pitiful bellow. But Han's concerniswith

Luke, and he shakes him urgently.

HAN Luke! Luke! Don't do this, Luke. Come on, give measign here.
Luke doesn't respond. Han beginsfrantically rubbing and

dapping Luke's unconsciousface. As he sartsto lift the

youth, Han hears arasping sound behind him. Heturns, just in

time to see his Tauntaun stagger and then fdl over into the

Sow.

Han carries L uke to the moaning beast. Then, with afina

groan, the Tauntaun expires.

HAN Not muchtime.

He pushes Luke'sinert form against the belly of the dead
besst.

LUKE (moaning) Ben...Ben...

HAN Hang on, kid.

LUKE Dagobah system...

Han ignites Luke's saber and cuts the beast from head to
toe. He quickly tossesit's steaming innards into the snow,
then lifts Lukesinert form and suffshim insgde the
carcass.

HAN (redling from the odor) Whew...

LUKE Dagobah...

HAN Thismay smell bad, kid...

LUKE (moaning) Yoda...

HAN ...but it will keep you warm...til | get the shelter built.
(struggling to get Lukein the carcass) Ooh...I thought they smelled



bad on the outside!

Thewind has picked up considerably, making it difficult to

move. Han removes a pack from the dead creature's back, taking
out ashelter container. He beginsto set up what can only be
apitiful protection againg a bitter Hoth night.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOWDRIFT -- DAWN

Four snub-nosed armored snowspeeders race across the white
landscape.

INTERIOR SNOWSPEEDER COCKPIT

Thereisonly onepilot, Zev, in the enclosed two-man
craft. He concentrates on the scopes which ring his cockpit.
He hearsalow beep from one of his monitors.

ZEV (into transmitter) Echo Base...I've got something! Not much, but
it could be alifeform.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOWDRIFT

The small craft banks and makes adow arc, then races off
in anew direction.

INTERIOR SNOWSPEEDER -- COCKPIT

The pilot switches over to anew transmitter.

ZEV (into trangmitter) Thisis Rouge Two. thisis Rouge Two. Captain
Solo, so you copy? Commander Skywalker, do you copy? Thisis Rouge
Two.

Thereisasharp crackle of Satic, then afaint voice.

HAN (filtered over Zev'sreceiver) Good morning. Nice of you guysto
drop by.

ZEV (switching transmitters) Echo Base...thisis Rouge Two. | found
them. Repedt, | found them.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOWDRIFT -- DAY

The smdl shdlter Han set up is covered with snow on the
windward side. A makeshift antennarests gingerly on top the
snowdrift. Han spots Zev's snowspeeder approaching in the
distance, and beginswaving hisarmsfranticaly & thetiny
craft.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MEDICAL CENTER



Strange robot surgeons adjust amass of eectronic
equipment. A switch isthrown and asudden blinding flash
obscures Lukein abactatank filled with athick, gelatinous
dime. He beginsto thrash about, raving in delirium.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MEDICAL CENTE R -- RECOVERY ROOM

Luke sitsup in arecovery-room bed, weak but smiling. His
face shows terrible wounds from the Wampa's attack. Threepio
and Artoo enter the room.

THREEPIO Master Luke, Sir, it'sgood to see you fully functiona
again.

Artoo beeps his good wishes.
THREEPIO Artoo expresses hisrdlief, aso.

Han and Chewie make their entrance. The Wookiee growlsa
gredting.

HAN How are you feding, kid? Y ou don't look so bad to me. Infact,
you look strong enough to pull the ears off a Gundark.

LUKE Thanksto you.
HAN That's two you owe me, junior.

Han turns as Lea enters the room. He looks at her with a
big, devilishgrin.

HAN Wéell your Worship, looks like you managed to keep me around for a
littlewhilelonger.

LEIA (haughtily) | had nothing to do with it. Generd Rieekan thinks
it'sdangerous for any shipsto leave the system until we've activated
the energy shield.

HAN That'sagood story. | think you just can't bear to let a
gorgeous guy like me out of your sight.

LEIA | don't know where you get you delusions, laser brain.

Chewieisamused; helaughsin hismanner. Han, enjoying
himsdlf, regards Chewie good-humoredly.

HAN Laugh it up, fuzz ball. But you didn't see usaonein the south
passage.

Luke sparkstothis, helooksat Leia



HAN She expressed her true fedingsfor me.
Leaisflushed, eyes darting between Luke and Han.

LEIA My...I Why, you stuck up,...nalf-witted,...scruffy-looking...
nerf-herder!

HAN Who's scruffy-looking? (to Luke) | must have hit her pretty close
to the mark to get her dl riled up like that, huh, kid?

Lealooks vulnerable for amoment, then the mask fals
again, and she focuses on Luke.

LEIA Why, | guessyou don't know everything about women yet?
With that sheleans over and kisses Luke on thelips. Then
sheturnson her hed and waks out, leaving everyonein the

room dightly dumbstruck. With some smugness, Luke putshis
hands behind his head and grins.

Suddenly, in the distance, the muffled sound of andarmis

heard.

ANNOUNCER (over loudspeaker) Headquarters personnel, report to command
center.

The voice repesats the order and Han, Chewie, Artoo, and
Threepio hurry out of the room, bidding farewell to Luke,

HAN Takeit easy.
THREEPIO Excuse us, please.
INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER

Rieekan looks up grimly from a console screen. He calls
over to Leiaand Han.

RIEEKAN Princess...we have avistor.
The group hurries over to Riegkan.

RIEEKAN We've picked up something outside the base in zone twelve,
moving ess.

SENIOR CONTROLLER It's metal.
LEIA Then it couldn't be one of those creatures that attacked Luke.

HAN It could be a speeder, one of ours.



SENIOR CONTROLLER No. Wait -- there's something very weak coming
through.

Threepio steps up to the control pand and listensintently
to the strange signdl.

THREEPIO Sir, | am fluent in Sx million forms of communication. This
sgna isnot used by the Alliance. It could be an Imperid code.

Thetransmisson endsin satic.

HAN Itisn't friendly, whatever it is. Come on, Chewie, let's check
it out.

RIEEKAN Send Rouges Ten and Eleven to station three-eight.
EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOW PLAIN -- DAY

The dark probe robot moves past the smoldering ruins of
station three-eight and down aridge toward the Rebd base. It
raises alarge antennafrom the top of its head and beginsto
send out apiercing Sgndl.

The probe droid has spotted Chewbacca who, not thirty feet
away, has popped his head over a snow bank. Ingtantly, the
probe robot swings around, its deadly ray ready to fire. But
before it can get ashot off, it is hit from behind by alaser
bolt, and explodesin amillion pieces.

Han Solo replaces his blagter inits holster and peers

intently at the smoldering remains of the Imperia probe.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER
Leiaand Rieekan listen to Han on the comlink.

HAN (over comlink) Afraid there's not much left.

LEIA (into comlink) What wasit?

HAN (over comlink) Droid of somekind. | didn't hit it that hard. It
must have had a self-destruct.

LEIA (into comlink) An Imperid probe droid.

HAN (over comlink) It'sagood bet the Empire knows we're here.
RIEEKAN Wed better start the evacuation.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- IMPERIAL FLEET

Darth Vader's Star Destroyer, larger and more awesome than
thefive Imperia Star Destroyersthat surround it, Sitsin



the vastness of space. The six huge ships are surrounded by a
convoy of smaller spacecraft. TIE fighters dart to and fro.

INTERIOR DARTH VADER'S STAR DESTROY ER -- BRIDGE -- MAIN CONTROL DECK

Controllersworking the vast complex of eectronic controls
hear ominous approaching footsteps and look up from their
controls. The squet, evil-looking Admira Ozzd and the young,
powerfully built Generd Veers, who have been conferring near
the front, aso fed the approaching presence and turn toward
it. Darth Vader, Lord of the Sith, enterslike achill wind.
AsVader moves across the wide bridge, Captain Piett hurries
up to Ozzd.

PIETT Admird.

OZZEL Yes, Captain

PIETT | think weve got something, Sir. Thereport isonly afragment
from aprobe droid in the Hoth system, but it's the best |lead we've
hed.

OZZEL (irritated) We have thousands of probe droids searching the
gdaxy. | want proof, not leads!

PIETT Thevisudsindicate life readings.
OZZEL It could mean anything. If we followed every lead...

PIETT But, gr, the Hoth system is supposed to be devoid of human
forms.

Vader movesto alarge screen showing an image of the Rebel
snow base. Rebel speeders can be seen approaching the basein
the distance.

VADER Y ou found something?

PIETT Yes, my lord.

VADER (studying the image on the console screen) That'sit. The
Rebelsarethere.

OZZEL My lord, there are so many uncharted settlements. It could be
smugglers, it could be...

VADER That isthe system. And I'm sure Skywalker iswith them. Set
your course for the Hoth system. General Veers, prepare you men.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- TRANSPORT BAY



A captain issuesingructionsto two of hismen at the

entrance to the main transport bay. Severa Rebel transports
behind them are being loaded by men carrying heavy boxes and
moving quickly, but not in panic.

REBEL CAPTAIN Groups seven and ten will stay behind to fly the
gpeeders. As soon as each transport isloaded, evacuation control will
give cdlearance for immediate launch.

REBEL FIGHTER Right, 5.
INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

Alarms sound. Troops, ground crews, and droids rush to
their dert sations. Armored snowspeedersarelined upin
attack formation near the main entrance.

Inthe midst of dl thisactivity, Han does somefrantic
welding on the lifters of the Millennium Falcon.

Han finishes hiswork and hops down to the hangar floor. He
pullsout hiscomlink, al the while eyeing problematic

lifters.

HAN (into comlink, to Chewie) Okay, that'sit. Try it...Off! Turnit
off! Turnit off! Off!

Smoke risesfrom aminor explosion on thelifter.
Exasperated, Han surveysthe new damage.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MEDICAL CENTER

Luke dressesin readiness for the evacuation ashis
attending medical droid stands by.

MEDICAL DROID Sir, it will take quite awhile to evacuate the T-forty-
sevens.

LUKE Wéll, forget the heavy equipment. There's plenty of timeto get
the smaller modules on the transports.

MEDICAL DROID Takecare, Sir.

LUKE Thanks.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

Rilots, gunners, and R2 units scurry about. Luke, pulling

on his heavy-wesather jacket, is headed toward arow of armored
Speeders. He stops at the rear of the Millennium Falcon, where

Han and Chewie aretrying to repair theright lifter with even
more haste than before.



LUKE Chewie, take care of yoursalf, okay?

AsLuke pats Chewie on the arm, Chewie puts hisarms around
Luke and giveshim atight hug. Han isdiscussing thelifter
with arepair droid when he seesLuke.

HAN Hi, kid. (to droid) There's got to be areason for it. Check it
at the other end. Wait asecond. (to Luke) You dl right?

LUKE Yeah.
HAN Be careful.
LUKE You, too.

Luke smiles, then waves at hisfriend and walks on. After a

few steps, he stops and looks back. Han glances up and the two
exchange adlent communication, each wishing the other

safety, happiness -- many things, dl difficult to verbalize.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- CONTROL ROOM.

Alarms sound throughout the hidden Rebel base. Inthe
control room, acontroller urgently gestures for Generd
Rieekan to check acomputer scan.

CONTROLLER Generd, there's afleet of Star Destroyers coming out of
hyperspace in sector four.

RIEEKAN Reroute al power to the energy shield. Weve got to hold
them till al transports are away. Prepare for ground assault.

Rieekan exits hurriedly.
INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- VADER'S CHAMBER -- MEDITATION CUBICLE

Thedark cubicleisilluminated by asingle sheft of light

which falson the brooding Dark Lord ashe sitson araised
meditation cube. Genera Veers enters the room and approaches
the silent, unmoving Vader. Although seemingly very sure of
himsdlf, Veersis ill not bold enough to interrupt the

meditating lord. The younger genera stands quietly at

attention until the evil presence spesks.

VADER What isit, Generd?

VEERS My lord, the fleet has moves out of light-speed. Com-Scan has
detected an energy field protecting an area around the sixth planet of
the Hoth system. Thefield is strong enough to deflect any
bombardment.



VADER (angrily) The Rebels are aerted to our presence. Admira Ozze
came out of light-speed too close to the system.

VEERS Hefdt surprisewaswiser...

VADER Heisasclumsy as heisstupid. Generd, prepare your troops
for asurface attack.

VEERS Yes, my lord.

Veersturns smartly and leaves as Vader activatesalarge
viewscreen showing the bridge of hismighty ship. Admird
Ozzd gppears on the viewscreen, slanding dightly in front of

Captain Piett.

OZZEL Lord Vader, the fleet has moved out of light-speed, and were
preparing to...Aaagh!

VADER Y ou havefaled mefor thelast time, Admiral. Captain Piett.

Piett stlepsforward, asthe admird moves away, dightly
confused, touching histhroat asit beginsto condrict

panfully.
PIETT Yes, my lord.

VADER Make ready to land out troops beyond the energy shield and
deploy the fleet so that nothing gets off that system. You arein
command now, Admiral Fiett.

PIETT Thank you, Lord Vader.

Piett's pleasure about his unexpected promotion is not an
unmixed emation. He glanceswarily a the struggling Admira
Ozzd who, with afina choke, sumblesand fdlsina

lifeless hegp before him.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

With asense of urgency, Leiaquickly briefsagroup of
pilots gathered in the center of the hangar.

LEIA All troop carrierswill assemble at the north entrance. The
heavy transport ships will leave as soon as they're loaded. Only two
fighter escorts per ship. The energy shield can only be opened for a
short time, so you'll haveto stay very closeto your transports.

HOBBIE Two fighters against a Star Destroyer?

LEIA Theion cannon will fire severd shotsto make sure that any
enemy shipswill be out of your flight path. When you've gotten past



the energy shield, proceed directly to the rendezvous point.
Understood?

PILOTS (in unison) Right. Okay.

LEIA Good luck.

DERLIN Okay. Everyoneto your stations. Let's go!

The pilots hurry away.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH -- DAY
Rebel troops carry heavy bazookartype weapons and position
them aong the snow trench. Men hurriedly respond to their
officers ydled orders and brace themselves against the

rhythmic gusts of hitter-cold wind.

Other troops |oad power packsinto agun turret and swing
itsgunsinto pogtion.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- POWER GENERATORS
Near the base power generators, troops rush to set up their

heavy baitle equipment. Buzzing loudly, the generators send

aong, sparking fingers of energy into the bitter Hoth wind.
INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER

Thelong line of Rebel controllersistense, asare

Princess Leiaand Genera Rieekan, who aretrying very hard

not to show any fear.

RIEEKAN Their primary target will be the power generators. Prepare to
opentheshidd.

EXTERIOR ICE PLAIN

The Rebd trangport and two escort fighters begin their
departure from theice planet.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER

A huge Imperia Star Destroyer rest against asea of stars,
far above the white surface of the planet Hoth.

INTERIOR IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE
An Imperia controller gpproaches his commander.

CONTROLLER Sir, Rebd ships are coming into our sector.



CAPTAIN Good. Our first catch of the day.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER
WOMAN CONTROLLER Stand by, ion contral....Fire!
EXTERIOR REBEL BASE ICE CAVE -- ION CANNON

The giant ball-shaped ion cannon rotatesinto position and
blasts two red energy beams skyward.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- HOTH -- REBEL TRANSPORT

The Rebel transport and its escort race away from the white
planet, closely followed by the two red energy beams.
Asthe Rebd transport races toward the waiting Imperial
Star Destroyer, it is overtaken by the two scarlet energy
bolts. The Imperial Star Destroyer is hit in the conning tower
by the powerful bolts, which set up fiery explosionsonits
metd hull.

The big Star Destroyer veers, then spinswildly out of
control. Asthe Imperia ship careersinto deep space, the
Rebel transport races away to safety.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR DECK

Pilots, gunners, and troopers hurry to their stations and
their vehidles.

ANNOUNCER (over loudspeaker) Thefirst transport is away.
Everyone cheers a the announcement, which echoes through
the hangar. L uke turns and walks on, heading toward his
snowspeeder. His gunner, Dack, afresh-faced, eager kid, is
gladto seehim. They climbin.

DACK Fedingdl right, Sr?

LUKE Just like new, Dack. How about you?

DACK Right now | fed | could take on the whole Empire mysdlf.
LUKE (quietly, strapping in) | know what you mean.
EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN

A thin horizon line cuts across the bleak landscape. Small
dot-sze objects begin to appear on the horizon, moving in the
direction of the Rebel base.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH



A Rebd officer liftsapair of dectrobinocularsto his

eyes. Through the lenshe seesavery close view of agiant
Imperid snow walker. He adjusts the view which then zooms
back to reved three more of the ominous battle machines.

Smdll flashes of ydlow fire billow from the guns of the

lumbering snow wakers.

The officer lowershis binoculars as the regular rhythmic

pounding begins to make the ground vibrate. The pounding grows
louder and is accompanied by ahigh-pitched, metdlic

rattling. The officer gpeaksinto his comlink.

TRENCH OFFICER Echo Station Three-T-Eight.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- CORRIDOR

Pilots and gunners race to their waiting snowspeeders. Ice

and show begin fdling from the walls of the corridor, shaken

by the pounding Imperid snow walker asthey draw ever nearer.
TRENCH OFFICER (over comlink) We have spotted Imperia walkers!
CONTROLLER Imperid wakers on the north ridge.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH

The Rebe troopsaim their wegpons at the horizon as

explosons erupt al around them. They are nervous and their

grip on their wegpons tightens from the cold and from fear.
Behind the troops a dozen snowspeeders race through the

Kky.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) Echo station Five-Seven. Were on our way.
EXTERIORHOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEFIELD

The fleet of snowspeedersraces abovetheicefield at full

throttle. They accelerate away from the base and head toward

the distant walkers.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) All right, boys, keep tight now.

DACK Luke, I have no approach vector. I'm not set.

LUKE Steady, Dack. Attack pattern delta. Go now!

EXTERIORHOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEFELD



The cannons mounted on the walker head fire at the

speeders. Other walkersloom in the background. Two speeders
race away past two of the enormous wakers and bank to the
right.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE All right, I'm coming in.

Heturns his speeder and heads directly at one of the
walkers, flying toward itstowering legs. The horizon twists
as the speeder banks between the legs.

LUKE (into comlink) Hobbie, you till with me?
EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEFIELD

Two speedersrace directly at the head of awalker, then

split and fly past it.
Three other walkers march onward, firing al cannons.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOWTRENCH

Rebd troopsfire on the approaching walkers, asthe snow
and ice explode dl around them.

EXTERIORHOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEHELD

A speeder banks through and away from the legs of awalker.
Two other speeders pass the first speeder from the opposite
direction. Other Rebd craft race just abovetheicy plain.

A giant walker head swivelsand fires, striking a

snowspeeder and sending it crashing in aball of flames.

INTERIOR IMPERIAL SNOW WALKER -- COCKPIT

Genera Veersand two walker pilots keep a careful eye on

the racing Rebe snowspeeders as they maneuver their lumbering
war machineforward.

Luke's speeder banksin from the side of Veersswalker and
heads straight for its viewport, blasting avay. An explosion

hits the walker window, but dissipates, doing no harm. The
speeder roars up and over the impregnable war machine.

INTE RIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT

Lukelooksback at the walker asit growssmaller inthe
distance.

LUKE That armor'stoo strong for blasters.



On the horizon, another walker moves up past Luke's cockpit
window, twisting out of Sght as L uke banks and starts another
run.

LUKE (into comlink) Rouge Group, use your harpoons and tow cables. Go
for thelegs. It might be our only chance of stopping them. (to Dack)

All right, stand by, Dack.

Dack isat the gunner's controls.

DACK Luke, weve got amafunction in fire control. I'll haveto cut
intheauxiliary.

LUKE Just hang on. Hang on, Dack. Get ready to fire that tow cable.

Barely keeping his seet in the tumbling ship, Dack struggles

to set up his harpoon gun.

Luke swings his speeder around and heads toward an oncoming
walker. Laser boltsand flak fill the air, creating adeadly
obstacle coursefor thetiny craft.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEFIELD

Rouge L eader and another snowspeeder fly in tight formation
toward the walker as explosons burst dl around them.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT

After sustaining aheavy volley of fire, Luke turnsaround
to seeif Dack isdl right.

LUKE Dack? Dack!

Dack islost. Blood streams down his forehead, which

rests on his smoldering controls. Out the back window, an
Imperia walker recedesin the distance.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH AREA

Rebd troopsfirethe dishlike ray gun while explosons
erupt around them.

EXTERIORHOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- BATTLEHELD

Two walkers lumber toward the Rebel base as a speeder
between them explodesin aball of flames.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH

Thedidikeray gunishit by alaser bolt and instantly



explodes.

INTERIOR IMPERIAL SNOW WALKER -- COCKPIT
Through the cockpit window, Veersand his pilot can seethe
Rebel power generatorsin the distance.

A hologram of Darth Vader appears on acontrol pane
screen.

VEERS Yes, Lord Vader. I've reached the main power generator. The
shidd will be down in moments. Y ou may start your landing.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) Rouge Three.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT
WEDGE (into comlink) Copy, Rouge L eader

LUKE (over comlink) Wedge, I'velost my gunner. Y oull have to make
thisshot. I'll cover for you. Set your harpoon. Follow me on the next

pass.

WEDGE (into comlink) Coming around, Rouge Leader.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) Steedy, Rouge Two

EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

Wedge's speeder races through the legs of one of the
monstrous walkers.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT
WEDGE (to gunner) Activate harpoon.

Wedge's gunner reaches for afiring switch to activate the

harpoon. The harpoon flashes out, and speeds toward the

receding legs of the walker.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- BATTLEFELD

The harpoon hurtlestoward thewalker, Inaningant it is
embedded in one of the walker'slegs.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT

WEDGE (to gunner) Good shot, Janson.



EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFELD

The speeder Rouge Three races around one of the giant

walker'sfeet, trailing the cable behind it. Continuing around

the back foot, Rouge Three then circles the walker around the

tail end.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT

Wedge checks his controls and banks around the front of the
walker.

WEDGE One more pass.
JANSON Coming around. Once more.
EXTERIOR HOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

The speeder sweeps left to right in front of the giant
legs, towing the cable behind it.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT
JANSON One more.

Wedge swings the speeder between the legs of the giant
walker.

JANSON Cable out! Let her go!
WEDGE Detach cable.
EXTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE

The cable release on the back of the speeder snaps loose
and the cable drops away.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT
JANSON Cable detached.
EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFELD

The speeder zooms away into the distance. The tangled legs

of the enormous war machine attempt a step, but asthey do the
giant Imperiad waker beginsto topple. It teetersfor a

moment, and then crashes onto the icy ground, sending snow and
metd piecesflying.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE PLAIN -- SNOW TRENCH



Thetroopsin the trenches cheer a the sight of the

crashing walker.

An officer givesasgna to hismen and Rebel troops

chargethefdlen war machine.

TRENCH OFFICER Come on!

The troops run toward the downed walker, followed by two

Rebel speedersflying overhead. Just asthey reach the walker,

it explodes, the impact throwing some of the men onto the

frozen ground.

INTERIOR WEDGE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE THREE -- COCKPIT

Wedge lets out atriumphant yell, banking his speeder avay
fromthefalen waker.

WEDGE (into comlink) Whooha!! That got him!

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) | seeit, Wedge. Good work.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER

Large chunks of ice tumble into the command center asLea
and Generd Rieekan monitor computer screens.

RIEEKAN [ don't think we can protect two transports at atime.

LEIA It'srisky, but we can't hold out much longer. We have no
choice.

RIEEKAN (into comlink) Launch patrols.

LEIA (to an ade) Evacuate remaining ground staff.
INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR

Muffled distant explosions creste widening cracksin the
iceroof of the hangar. Trying to ignore the noise and faling
bits of snow, Han works on one of the Falcon's lifterswhile
Chewie works on one of thewings. Noticing Chewie attach a
wrong part, Han growsimpatient.

HAN No, no! No! This one goesthere, that one goes there. right?

In another area of the hangar, Threepio watchesas Artoo is
raised up into Luke's X-wing fighter.



THREEPIO Artoo, you take good care of Master Luke now, understand?
And...do take care of yoursdlf. Oh, dear, oh, dear.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- BATTLEFELD

The fierce battle on the vast snow plains of Hoth rages on.

The Imperid walkers continue their dow, steady assault on

the Rebel base, firing lasers asthey lumber ever onward. In

the snow trench, Rebel troopsfire large bazookaike guns and
dishlike ray guns as explosions erupt around them. A gun tower
ishit by alaser bolt and instantly explodes. Another blast
destroysaray gun.

INTERIOR IMPERIAL SNOW WALKER -- COCKPIT

Genegrd Vears studies various readouts on his control
pand.

VEERS All troopswill debark for ground assault. Prepare to target
the main generator.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

Luke's peeder and Rouge Two fly in formation, banking from
right to left and flying above the erupting beattlefield. Hak
burstsal around them.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT

Luke, glancing over, sees Rouge Two on hisleft. Hisship
shudders asflak bursts nearby.

LUKE (into comlink) Rouge Two, areyou dl right?

INTERIOR ZEV'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE TWO -- COCKPIT

ZEV (into comlink) Y eah. I'm with you, Rouge L eader.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) WEell set harpoon. I'll cover for you.
EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

The two speeders race across the horizon toward the giant
walkers.

INTERIOR ZEV'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE TWO -- COCKPIT

ZEV (into comlink) Coming around.



INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT
LUKE (into comlink) Watch that crossfire, boys.

INTERIOR ZEV'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE TWO -- COCKPIT

ZEV (into comlink) Set for position three. (to gunner) Steedy.

LUKE (over comlink) Stay tight and low.

EXTERIOR ZEV'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE TWO

Luke's speeder movesin formation with Rouge Two, when
suddenly Zev's speeder ishit by alaser bolt. His ship bucks
violently under the impact and the cockpit explodesin aball

of flame.

Spewing smoke, the speeder hurtles toward alooming walker.
Beforethey collide. Rouge Two explodesinamillion flaming
pieces.

INTERIOR LUKE'S SNOWSPEEDER, ROUGE LEADER -- COCKPIT

Desperately, Luke worksthe controls of hisflak-buffeted
ship. Suddenly, the speeder isrocked by a huge explosion.

L uke struggles with the controlswith alook of terror on his
face. The speeder fillswith smoke, and eectrica sparksjump
about the cockpit.

LUKE (into comlink) Hobhbie, I've been hit!
INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER

Apart from the distant thunder of laser bladts, the

corridor isstrangely quiet and empty. Running footsteps echo
through the freezing hallway, then Han appears. Cracks have
appeared in some of the walls and some pipes have broken,
sending hot steam hillowing into the underground hallways. Han
hurriesinto the command center. It isashambles, but some
people are ill at their posts. As he enters, agigantic

cave-in dmost obliterates the room. HefindsLeiaand
Threepio near one of the control boards.

HAN Youdl right?

Lelanods. Sheissurprised to see him.

LEIA Why areyou 4till here?

HAN | heard the command center had been hit.

LEIA You got your clearanceto leave.



HAN Don't worry. I'll leave. First I'm going to get you to your ship.

THREEPIO Y our Highness, we must teke thislast transport. It's our
only hope.

LEIA (to controller) Send al troops in sector twelve to the south
dopeto protect thefighters.

A blast rocks the command center, throwing Threepio
backward into Han'sarms.

ANNOUNCER (over loudspeaker) Imperial troops have entered the base.
HAN Comeon...that'sit.

LEIA (to head controller) Give the evacuation code sgna. And get to
your transports!

Leialooks exhausted. Han grabs her and startsto lead her
zstHm, Leia and Threepio run out of the command center,
the code signal can be heard echoing off the corridor walls.
HEAD CONTROLLER K-one-zero...all troops disengage.
THREEPIO (to Han and Leia) Oh! Wait for me!
EXTERIOR BATTLEFELD -- SNOW TRENCH

Rebd troops retreat under the awesome Imperia ondaught.
OFFICER Begin retreat!

SECOND OFFICER Fall back!

Troops flee from the battle, the ground exploding around
them.

EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

Three of the giant walkers, firing lasers, advance toward
the Rebel headquarters.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- SNOW TRENCH

Continuing their retreat, the Rebdls see the walkers
looming ever nearer.

EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFIELD -- ICE PLAIN



On the battlefield, Luke watches as awalker foot rises and
moves over him. Helooks up at the underbelly of the huge
walker, passing overhead.

Running beneath the monstrous machine, Lukefireshis
harpoon gun at the walker's underside. A thin cablefollows
the projectile from the gun. The magnetic head and cable
atach firmly to themeta hull.

Still running under the walker, Luke attaches the cable

drum to his belt buckle. Soon heis pulled up the cable and
hangs dangling underneeth the walker.

Thewalker's giant feet continue to pound onward acrossthe
frozen snow. Stray laser bolts whistle by Luke as he climbs up
the cable to the walker's hull, reaching asmall hatch.

Hanging precarioudy, Luke cuts the solid meta hatch with his
laser sword.

He takes alandmine from around his neck and throwsit
ingde the Imperia machine. Quickly, Luke starts down the
cable and crashes onto the icy ground far below. Helies
unconscious as agiant rear leg passes by -- and just misses
him.

The giant walker stopsin mid-step. A muffled explosion
comes from within -- and then the walker's mechanica insdes
are spewed out every conceivable opening. The machine sits
dead initstracks, smoking like alocomotive on tilts.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- BATTLEFIELD

Vearsswalker continues to advance toward the Rebd base.
The smoldering walker that L uke exploded stands smoking just
to theright of Veerss path.

INTERIOR IMPERIAL SNOW WALKER - COCKPIT

Inside hiswalker, Generd Veers preparesto fire on the
Rebel power generators.

VEERS Digtance to power generators?
PILOT One-saven, decimal two-eight.

Veersreaches for the e ectrorangefinder and lines up the
main generator.

VEERS Target. Maximum fire power.
EXTERIORHOTH -- BATTLEFELD

The Rebel troops continue their desperate retreat, pushed
back by the relentless Imperial assaullt.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- ICE CORRIDORS



With Threepio lagging behind, Han and Learace through the
crumbling ice corridors. Suddenly, thereis an explosion. Han
turns, grabsthe princess, and pulls her to thewall asa
tremendous cave-in blackstheir path.

He takes the comlink from his pocket.

HAN (into comlink) Transport, thisis Solo. Better take off -- |
can't get to you. I'll get the princess out on the Falcon.

Han and Leiaturn and race down the corridor.
THREEPIO But...but...but...where are you going? Uh...come back!!
INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- COMMAND CENTER

Imperia troops have reached the base. Asthey push through
the blocked passageway, Darth Vader strides behind them.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- ICE CORRIDOR

Han and Lelarun toward the entrance of the main hangar
where the Millennium Falcon is docked. Threepio till lags
behind.

THREEPIO Wait! Wait for me! Wait! Stop!
The door to the hangar closesin hisface.
THREEPIO (exasperated) How typical.

Quickly, the door reopens as Han reaches out and pullsthe
golden droid through.

HAN Comeon.
INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR

Chewie paces under the shelter of the Millennium Falcon's
landing gear. The giant Wookiee pats the underbelly of his

bel oved ship and barks afew reassuring words. As he searches
worriedly for his captain, something a last catcheshiseye.
Chewieletsout arelieved shriek at seeing Han and Leia
running toward the ship. The Wookiee runs out into the

fdling ice, lets out ahowl, then runs up the ship'sramp.

Han and Leiarun up the ramp after him, closely followed by
Threepio.

HAN Hurry up, goldenrod, or you're going to be a permanent resident!

THREEPIO Wait! Wait!



INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- ICE CORRIDOR

Imperia troops run through the base corridors. Vader

surveysthe place. A huge chunk fals, dmaogt hitting him, but

he camly, purposefully, continues around it.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGER -- MILLENNIUM FALCON

A distant, huge, explosion rocks the hangar deck. Ice cakes
come crashing down on the Millennium Falcon.

INTERIOR MAIN HANGAR -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- MAIN HOLD
Han, sanding before a control pand, isbusy flipping

switches as Chewie watches atroublesome gauge. A worried Leia
observestheir efforts.

HAN (to Chewie) How's this?

The Wookiee barks a negative reply.

LEIA Would it hdped if | got out and pushed?

HAN It might.

Threepio clanksinto the hold.

THREEPIO Captain Solo, Captain Solo...dr, might | suggest that
youl...

Han givesthe gold robot a devastating look.
THREEPIO It can wait.
INTERIOR MAIN HANGAR -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

They move to the cockpit where Han flips some more
switches. Leiawatches him, impeatient, disbdieving.

LEIA Thebucket of boltsis never going to get us past that blockade.
HAN Thisbaby's got afew surprises|eft in her, sweetheart.

Han and Leialook out the cockpit window and see a squad of
stormtroopers rushing into the far side of the hangar.

Quickly, Han strgps himslf into the pilot's seet and Leia

into the navigator's chair.

INTERIOR HOTH -- REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR



Stormtroopers hurriedly set up alarge bazookalike weapon.
Behind them the giant hangar doors open dowly.

EXTERIOR MAIN HANGAR -- MILLENNIUM FALCON

A laser gun appears on the Falcon and swings around to aim
at the Imperid troops.

The stormtroopers, preparing to fire their bazooka cannon,
are hit by the Falcon'sfire and are thrown about in all
directions

INTERIOR MAIN HANGAR -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
Chewie rushesinto the cockpit.

HAN Come on! Come on! Switch over. Let's hope we don't have a
burnout.

A laser hitsthewindow near Chewie asheis settling into

his chair. Letting out aloud whelp, Chewie quickly pulls back
on the controls and the first stage of enginefire can be

heard. Han flashesabig grin at Leia.

HAN See?

LEIA Someday you're going to bewrong, and | hope I'm there to seeiit.
Han looks a Chewie.

HAN Punchit!

Theroar of the Falcon's main engines blasts out everything
astheice-cave wdl rushes by outside the cockpit window.

INTERIOR REBEL BASE -- MAIN HANGAR

More stormtroopers run into the hangar, closely followed by
Vader. Hearing the loud roar of the Millennium Falcon's
engines, Vader looks toward the main hangar doorsjust intime
to see the Falcon lift up and disappear outside the cave.

EXTERIOR HOTH -- ICE SLOPE -- DAY

Luke and two other pilotslook up asthe Millennium Falcon
races above them, flying very closeto the ground.
Thethree pilots turn then, and trudge onward toward their
X-wing fighters, each going to hisown ship. Luke waves
farewell, then heads toward his own fighter.

Artoo, seated on his cubbyhole, chirps an excited greeting
as Luke climbs aboard the spacecraft.



LUKE Artoo! Get her ready for takeoff.

From his ship, Luke sees Wedge in his own X-wing, preparing
for takeoff.

WEDGE Good luck, Luke. Seeyou at the rendezvous.

Luke smilesand nods at Wedge, then lowers himsdlf into the
cockpit of his X-wing while Artoo waitsin the cubbyhole,

beeping impatiently.

LUKE Don't worry, Artoo. We're going, we're going.
The canopy over the X-wing lowers and snaps shut.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- LUKE'S X-WING

Lukesfighter, itswings closed, speeds awvay from theicy
planet. Soon it disappearsinto the sars.

INTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- COCKPIT

Luke, looking thoughtful, suddenly makes adecison. He
flips severa switches. The stars shift as hetakes his

fighter into a steep turn. The X-wing banks sharply and flies
away inanew direction.

The monitor screen on Luke's control pand printsout a
guestion from the concerned Artoo.

LUKE (into comlink) There's nothing wrong, Artoo. I'm just setting a
New course.

Artoo beeps once again.
LUKE (into comlink) We're not going to regroup with the others.

Artoo beginsaprotest, whistling an unbelieving, "What2"
Luke reads Artoo's exclamation on his control pandl.

LUKE (into comlink) We're going to the Dagobah system.

L uke checks his readouts and makes afew adjustments. He
rides along with only the soft hum of the instrumentsto bresk
the sllence. Findly, Artoo chirps up.

LUKE (into comlink) Y es, Artoo?

Artoo utters asoft, carefully phrased steam of whistles.

LUKE (into comlink, chuckling) That'sdl right. I'd liketo keep it
on manua control for awhile.



Thelittledroid lets out a defeated whimper. Luke smiles,
and continues on his course.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON

The Millennium Fa con speeds away from Hoth, closaly
followed by one huge Star Destroyer and four tiny TIE
fighters

Asit ispursued, the Falcon races toward two very bright
star-sized objects.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
Inside the cockpit, Chewie lets out aloud howl. Han checks
asthe ship is buffeted by exploding flak. He appearsto be
doing six thingsat once.

HAN (harried) | saw them! | saw them!

LEIA Saw what?

HAN Star Destroyers, two of them, coming right at us.
Threepio bumps and bangs hisway into the cockpit.
THREEPIO Sir, sir! Might | suggest...

HAN (to Leia) Shut him up or shut him down! (to Chewie) Check the
deflector shield!

Chewie barks areply as he readjusts an overhead switch.
HAN Oh, great. Well, we can ill outmaneuver them.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- STAR DESTROYERS

The Millennium Fal con races toward one of the huge oncoming
Star Destroyers. Suddenly, the Falcon starts into adeep dive
draight down, closely followed by four TIE fighters. The
underside of the Star Destroyer continues on acollison

course with two oncoming Star Destroyers. Sowly, it Sarts

to veer to theleft.

INTERIOR STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE

Out the front window, the two approaching Star Destroyers
can be seen vearing to the | eft.

IMPERIAL OFFICER Take evasive action!



Alarms sound al over the huge ship. Thetwo other Star
Destroyers get closer, one of them moving over the bridge so
closethat it makes brushing contact withit.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- TIE FIGHTERS
The Millennium Falcon races away from the colliding Star
Destroyers, il followed by four TIE fighters. Laser bolts
spark the pitch-black skies.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
Things have cdmed down abit, but the race isn't over yet.
Chewiebarksat Han. Leiais till trying to recover from the
steep dive. The ship isbuffeted by laser blasts.

HAN Prepare to make the jump to light-speed.
THREEPIO But, Sir!

The buffeting of lasers becomes |ouder and stronger.

LEIA They're getting closer!

HAN (with agleam in hiseye) Oh yeah? Watch this.
Expectantly, they look out the cockpit window as stars do
not go into hyperspace, but just St there.

Han and Chewielook at each other and are thrown into an
acute state of concern.

LEIA Watch what?

Hantriesagain. Still nothing.

HAN | think werein trouble.

THREEPIO If | may say o, S, | noticed earlier the hyperdrive
motivator has been damaged. It'simpossible to go to light-speed!

HAN We'rein trouble!
The explosions become heavier.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- TIE FIGHTERS -- STAR DESTROYER

The Falcon racesinto the starry vastness, followed by the
four Imperid TIE fightersand an Imperia Star Destroyer.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT



Starsrace by asflak bursts outside the Falcon's window.
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- HOLD

Han worksfurioudy a some control paneswhile giving
various ordersto Chewie.

HAN Horizonta boogters...!

(Chewie barks)

HAN Alluvid dampers...! Wdll that's not it.
(Chewie barks)

HAN Bring me the hydrospanners!

Chewie hurries over to the pit and places the tools on the
edge.

HAN | don't know how we're going to get out of thisone.
Suddenly, aloud thump hits the side of the Falcon,
causng it to lurch radicaly. Chewie barks. Thetoolsfall
into the pit on top of Han.

HAN Oww! Chewiel

More turbulence rocks the ship.

HAN That was no laser blast! Something hit us.

LEIA (over comlink) Han, get up here!

HAN Comeon, Chewiel

Han climbs out of the hold like ashot. Both he and Chewie
run out of the hold and toward the cockpit.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Out the front cockpit window, they see hundreds of
ageroidsracing by.

LEIA Ageroidd
Han changes places with Leiawho has been at the controls,
and Chewie getsinto hischair. Han works hiscontrolsas a

chunk of rock crossesin front of the ship.

HAN Oh, no! Chewie, sat two-seven-one.



LEIA What are you doing? Y ou're not actualy going into an asteroid
fidd?

HAN They'd be crazy to follow us, wouldn't they?

Another asteroid thumps againgt the ship and Leiawinces at
thejolt.

LEIA You don't haveto do thisto impressme.

THREEPIO Sir, the possibility of successfully navigeting an asteroid
field is gpproximately three thousand, seven hundred and twenty to one.

HAN Never tdl methe odds!
EXTERIOR ASTEROID BELT -- MILLENNIUM FALCON

The Falcon turnsinto the asteroid storm and asthe ship
completesitsturn, asteroids start coming straight at the
cockpit windows.

A large asteroid tumbles away from the Falcon's path at top
gpeed. Several smaller asteroids crash into the big one,
creating small explosions on its surface. Other asteroids of
al szespassby in every direction, some colliding and
exploding. Thetiny Millennium Facon veersaround the big
asteroid and races past it through the rain of rocks, followed
by four TIE fighters, which bob and weave around the
ageroids.

Oneof the pursuing TI E fighters connects with an asteroid
and explodes. The other fighters are pelted with a steady
stream of smaller explosions.

Two huge asteroids tumble toward the Millennium Falcon,
which quickly banks around both of them. Thethree TIE
fightersfollow in hot pursuit until one of thefighters

scrapes an asteroid and tumbles out of control into deep
Space.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- STAR DESTROYER -- ASTEROID BELT

The massive Star Destroyer blasts oncoming asteroids asiit
follows the Falcon. Smaller agteroids explode acrossits vast
surface.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- TIEFIGHTERS -- ASTEROID BELT
The Falcon twistson itsside as it races around an
oncoming asteroid. Two TIE fightersfollow in the distance,

coming from ether side.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT



Agteroids race by the cockpit window as Han pilots his

trusty craft through the dangerousfield.

L ooking out the cockpit window, the Falcon crew seesabig
agteroid drop past the window, narrowly missing their ship.
Chewie barksin terror asadightly smaller asteroid comes
especially close -- to close -- and bounces off the Falcon

with aloud crunch. Threepio's hands cover hiseyes. He
manages a short peek at the cockpit window. Princess Leiasits
stone-faced, staring at the action. Han gives her aquick

look.

HAN Y ou said you wanted to be around when | made amistake; well,
this could beit, sweetheart.

LEIA | takeit back. Were going to get pulverized if we stay out
here much longer.

The group watches as more asteroids race by outsde the
window.

HAN I'm not going to argue with that.

THREEPIO Pulverized?

HAN I'm going in closer to one of the big ones.

LEIA Closer?

THREEPIO Closer?!

Chewbacca barks the same word, only louder.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- ASTEROID BELT

The Millennium Falcon dives toward the surface of one of
the moon-sized agteroids. Thereisacontinued display of
explosons againg the starry void as smaller asteroids
collide with larger chunks of rock. Thetwo remaining TIE
fightersfollow the Falcon to the large asteroid. The Falcon
skimsthe surface of the giant asteroid as, dl thewhile,

small asteroids explode on the surface of the ship.

The TIE fighters approach the Falcon, but a giant asteroid
hurtles directly into their path. Asthe asteroid continues on
itsway, it leavesremains of the two exploded TIE fightersto

tumble into deep space.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Rattled by the violent rocking of the starship, Threepiois
nearly in hysterics



THREEPIO Oh, thisis suicide!

Han notices something on his main scope and nudges his
faithful Wookiee, pointing.

HAN There. That looks pretty good.

LEIA What looks pretty good?

HAN Yeah. That'l do nicdly.

THREEPIO (to Leia) Excuse me, maam, but where are we going?

Out the cockpit window, they see that they are skimming the
surface of the enormous asteroid and nearing alarge crater.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- GIANT ASTEROID CRATER

The Millennium Falcon divesinto the huge crater and
disappears.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
LEIA | hope you know what you're doing.

HAN Y eah, metoo.

INTERIOR GIANT ASTEROID CRATER

The Falcon races down into the crater. The walls are barely
vigble asthe ship speed through the tunndllike opening. A
smdl cave appears on one side of the crater, and the Falcon
turns, dows, and scootsintoit.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- LUKE'S X-WING

Thetiny X-wing speeds toward the cloud cover of Dagobah.
Artoo, riding on the back of the fighter, turns his head back
and forth with some anxiety.

INTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- COCKPIT

Luke watches Artoo's words asthey are trandated and
screened on the computer scope.

LUKE (into comlink) Yes, that'sit. Dagobah.
Artoo beeps a hopeful inquiry.

LUKE (into comlink) No, I'm not going to change my mind abouit this.



(getting alittle nervous) I'm not picking up any citiesor
technology. Massive life-form readings, though. Theré's something
divedown there...

Artoo beeps, thistime adightly worried question.
LUKE (into comlink) Yes, I'm sureit's perfectly safe for droids.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- DAGOBAH -- LUKE'S X-WING

The X-wing continuesitsflight through the twilight above
the cloud-covered planet.

INTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- COCKPIT

Luke seesthe cloud race by as he takes his craft closer

to the planet. He must operate his controls carefully since

the cloud cover has completely obscured hisvison. Andarm
buzzes in the background, Artoo beeps and whistles
franticaly.

LUKE (into comlink) I know, | know! All the scopes are dead. | can't
seeathing! Just hang on, I'm going to art thelanding cycle...

The blast of the retrorockets is deafening, drowning out
Artoo's dectronic squeals. Suddenly, thereisacracking
sound asif limbs were being broken off treesand then a
tremendous jolt as the spacecraft stops. Luke pulls aswitch

and his canopy pops open.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- DUSK

The migt-shrouded X-wing fighter isamogt invisblein the

thick fog. Luke climbs out onto the long nose of the

spacecraft as Artoo pops out of his cubbyhole on the back. The
young warrior surveysthe fog, which isbarely pierced by the
ship'slanding lights. About al he can make out are some

giant, twisted trees nearby. Artoo whistles anxioudly.

LUKE No, Artoo, you stay put. I'll have alook around.

Artoo lets out ashort beep. As Luke moves dong the nose,
Artoo loses his balance and disappears with a splash into the

boggy lake.

LUKE Artoo?

Luke knedls and leans over the plane looking for Artoo, but
the water is <till and reveals no sign of thelittle droid.

LUKE Artoo! Where are you?



A smdll periscope breaks the surface of the water and a
gurgly beep is heard. The periscope starts to move to shore.
Rdieved, Luke starts running aong the nose of the fighter to
itstip.

LUKE Artoo! Y ou be more careful.

The outline of the shoreis now more than ten feet away.
Luke jumps off the planeinto the water, scrambles up to the
shore, and turnsto look for Artoo. The periscope il
steadily movestoward shore.

LUKE Artoo -- that way!

Suddenly, through the thick fog layer, adark shape

appears, moving toward the little droid. The dark, sinuous bog
beast dives beneath the svampy water, making aloud clunk
againg Artoo's meta hull. The droid disappears from sight,
uttering a pathetic eectronic scream.

Holding hisignited lightsaber before him, Luke wades afew
feet into the murky pool, looking for any sign of hislittle

friend.

LUKE Artoo!

Theblack surfaceis till asdesath itsdf...until afew

bubbles begin to appear. Then, phheewaat!! The runt-size robot
isspit out of the water, makes a graceful arc, and comes
crashing down into a patch of soft gray moss.

LUKE Oh, no! Areyou al right? Comeon. Y ou're lucky you don't taste
very good. Anything broken?

Luke helps Artoo to hisfeet and begins wiping the mud and
roots from hisround metal body. Artoo responds with feeble,

soggy beeps.

LUKE If you're saying coming here was abad idea, I'm beginning to
agree with you. Oh, Artoo, what are we doing here? It'slike...
something out of adream, or, | don't know. Maybe I'm just going

crazy.

As L uke glances around at the spooky swamp jungle that
surrounds him, Artoo gects a stream of muddy water from one
of hiscranid ports.

EXTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- VADER'SCHAMBER

Admira Piett hestatesin the entryway to Vader's private
cubicle. After amoment, he steps into the room and pauses at



the surprisng sight before him.

Darth Vader, hisback turned, is sllhouetted in the gloom
onthefar sde of the chamber. A black, insectlike droid

attends him. Among the various gpparatuses surrounding them, a
respirator tube now retracts from Vader's uncovered head. The
head is bad with amass of ugly scar tissue covering it. The
black droid then lowers the mask and helmet onto Vader's head.
Whenitisin place, the Dark Lord turnsto face Piett.

VADER Yes, Admira?

PIETT Our ships have sighted the Millennium Falcon, lord. Bt...it
has entered an asteroid field and we cannot risk...

VADER (interrupting) Asteroids do not concern me, Admiral. | want
that ship and not excuses.

PIETT Yes, lord.

EXTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON
The pirate starship restsin adark, dripping asteroid

cave. It isso dark that the cave's exact dimensions are
impossibleto determine.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Han and Chewie busily shut down the engine and al
electronic systems. Threepio and Leiawatch worriedly.

HAN I'm going to shut down everything but the emergency power
sysems.

THREEPIO Sir, I'm amost afraid to ask, but...does that include
shutting me down, too?

Chewiebarks"yes'. But Han thinks otherwise.

HAN No, | need you to talk to the Falcon, find out what's wrong with
the hyperdrive.

Suddenly, the ship lurches, causing dl thelooseitemsin
the cockpit to go flying. Chewie howls.

THREEPIO Sir, it's quite possible this asteroid is not entirely
dable.

HAN Not entirdly stable? I'm glad you're hereto tell usthese
things. Chewie, take the professor in the back and plug him into the

hyperdrive.



THREEPIO Oh! Sometimes | just don't understand human behavior. After
al, I'monly trying to do my job in the most...

The diding door closes behind the indignant Threepio as
Chewie and he move back to the hold. Suddenly, the ship
lurches again, throwing Lelaacrossthe cabin into Han'sarms.
Then, abruptly, the motion stops as suddenly asit started.
With some surprise, Han and Lelaredizethey arein each
other'sarms.

LEIA Let go.
HAN Sghh!
LEIA Let go, please.

Leaflushes, averting her eyes. She's not exactly fighting
to get free. But, of course, Han blowsit...

HAN Don't get excited.

Theanger risesin Leia

LEIA Captain, being held by you isn't quite enough to get me excited.
HAN Sorry, sweetheart. We haven't got time for anything el se.
Han grins quickly wickedly at Lelaas heturns and exits
through the door. Leias confused emotions show clearly on her
lovely face.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- BOG CLEARING -- DUSK
Themist has dispersed abit, but it is<till avery
gloomy-looking swamp.

L uke pulls an equipment box from the shoreto the clearing.
Heignitesalittle fusion furnace and warms his hands before

it. Taking apower cable, he plugsit into Artoo's nosdlike
socket.

LUKE Ready for some power? Okay. Let's see now. Put that in there.
Thereyou go.

The droid whistles his appreciation. Luke then opensa
container of processed food and sits before the thermal
heeter.

LUKE (sghs) Now al | haveto doisfind thisY oda...if he even
exigs.

Nervoudy, helooks around at the foreboding jungle.



LUKE Still...theré's something familiar about thisplace. | fed
like...I don't know...

STRANGE VOICE Fedl like what?

Luke jumpsout of hisskin. Artoo screechesin terror. The
young warrior grabsfor hislightsaber as he spins around,
looking for the speaker. Mysterioudy standing right in front
of Lukeisastrange, bluish creature, not more than two feet
tal. Thewizened littlething isdressed in rags. It motions
toward Luke's sword.

LUKE (looking at the cregture) Like we're being watched!
CREATURE Away with your wegpon! | mean you no harm.

After some heditation, Luke puts away hiswegpon, dthough
he redlly doesn't understand why. Artoo watcheswith interest.

CREATURE | am wondering, why are you here?

LUKE I'mlooking for someone.

CREATURE L ooking? Found someone, you have, | would say, hmmm?
Thelittle cresture laughs.

LUKE (Trying to kegp from smiling) Right.

CREATURE Helpyou | can. Yes, mmmm.

LUKE | don't think so. I'm looking for agreat warrior.

CREATURE Ahhh! A great warrior. (laughs and shakes his head) Wars not
make one grest.

With the aid of awaking stick, thetiny stranger moves
over to one of the cases of supplies. He beginsto rummage
around.

Artoo movesto the edge of the case -- stlanding amost eye
levd to the creature who is carelesdy handling the supplies
-- and squesks his disapproval.

Their tiny visitor pick up the container of food Luke was
eating from and takes a bite.

LUKE Put that down. Hey! That's my dinner.

The creature spits out the bite he has taken. He makes a
fece.



CREATURE How you get so big, eating food of thiskind?

Heflipsthe container in Lukesdirection and reachesinto
one of Luke's supply cases.

LUKE Ligten, friend, we didn't mean to land in that puddle, and if we
could get our ship out, we would, but we can't, so why don't you
just...

CREATURE (teasing) Aww, cannot get your ship out?

The creature spots something of interest in Luke's case.

L uke loses patience and grabs the case away. The creature

retains his prize -- atiny power lamp -- and examinesit with

ddight.

LUKE Hey, you could have broken this. Don't do that. Ohhh...you're
making amess. Hey, give methat!

CREATURE (retresting with the lamp) Mine! Or | will help you not.
Clutching its treasure, the creature backs away from Luke,

drawing closer to Artoo. As Luke and the creature argue, one

of Artoo'slittle arms dowly moves out toward the power lamp,
completely unnoticed by the cresture.

LUKE | don't want your help. | want my lamp back. I'll need it to get
out of thisdimy mudhole.

CREATURE Mudhole? Simy? My homethisis.

Artoo grabs hold of thelamp and thetwo little figuresare
immediately engaged in atug-of-war over it.

Artoo begps afew angry, "Give methats.”

CREATURE Ah, &h, ah!

LUKE Oh, Artoo, let him haveit.

CREATURE Mine! Ming!

LUKE Artoo!

CREATURE Mine!

The creature lets go with one hand and pokes Artoo lightly
with onefinger. Artoo reactswith a startled squedl, and lets

go.

CREATURE Ming



LUKE (fed up) Now will you move aong, little fella? Were got alot
of work to do.

CREATURE No! No, no! Stay and help you, | will. (laughs) Find your
friend, hmm?

LUKE I'm not looking for afriend, I'm looking for a Jedi Magter.
CREATURE Ochhh. Jedi Master. Yoda Y ou seek Y oda
LUKE Y ou know him?

CREATURE Mmm. Takeyou to him, | will. (laughs) Yes, yes. But now, we
must eat. Come. Good food. Come.

With that, the creature scurries out of the clearing,

laughing merrily. Luke Stares after him. All he seesisthe
fant light from the smal power lamp moving through thefog.
Luke makes his decision and starts after the creature.

CREATURE (in the distance) Come, come.

Artoo, very upset, whistles a blue streak of protest.

LUKE Stay here and watch after the camp, Artoo.

Artoo beeps even more frantically. But as L uke disappears
from view, theworried little droid grows quieter, and utters
asoft dectronic sigh.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- MAIN HOLD AREA

Threepio whistles and beeps astrange didect into the
control pand in front of him. The control panel whistles back

afew mystifying begps.
THREEPIO Oh, whereis Artoo when | need him?

Han enters the hold areaand knedl's on the floor near the
control box.

THREEPIO Sir, | don't know where your ship learned to communicate,
but it hasthe most peculiar didect. | believe, S, it saysthat the

power coupling on the negetive axis has been polarized. I'm afraid

you'll haveto replaceit.

HAN Wél, of course I'll haveto replaceit.

He hands awire coil up to Chewie who isworking near the
caling.



HAN Here! And Chewie...

Chewie brings his head back through the trap door in the
ceiling and whines. Han glances back at Threepio, then spesks
quietly to Chewie so only he can hear.

HAN (continued)...l think we'd better replace the negative power
coupling.

Leafinisheswelding the vaves she has been working on

and attempts to reengage the system by pulling alever
attached to the valve. It doesn't budge. Han notices her
struggle, and movesto help her. Sherebuffshim.

HAN Hey, Y our Worship, I'm only trying to help.

LEIA (dill struggling) Would you please stop cdling me that?

Han hearsanew tonein her voice. He watches her pull on
thelever.

HAN Sure, Leia

LEIA Oh, you make it so difficult sometimes.

HAN | do, | redly do. Y ou could be alittle nicer, though. (he
watches her reaction) Come on, admit it. Sometimes you think I'm all
right.

Shelets go of the lever and rubs her sore hand.

LEIA Occasondly (alittle smile, hdtingly) maybe...when you arentt
acting like ascoundrel.

HAN (laughs) Scoundrel? Scoundrel ?1 like the sound of that.
With that, Han takes her hand and starts to massage it.

LEIA Stop that.

HAN Stop what?

Leiaisflushes, confused.

LEIA Stop that! My hands are dirty.

HAN My hands are dirty, too. What are you afraid of ?

LEIA (looking right into hiseyes) Afraid?

Han looks at her with apiercing look. He's never looked



more handsome, more dashing, more confident. He reaches out
dowly and takes Leids hand again from whereit isresting

on aconsole. He drawsit toward him.

HAN Y ouretrembling.

LEIA I'm not trembling.

Then with an irresstible combination of physical srength

and emotiona power, the space pirate beginsto draw Leia
toward him...very dowly.

HAN Y ou like me because I'm ascoundrel. There aren't enough
scoundrelsinyour life.

Leiaisnow very closeto Han and as she speaks, her voice
becomes an excited whisper, atone completely in opposition to
her words.

LEIA | happento like nice men.

HAN I'm anice man.

LEIA No, yourenot. You're...

He kisses her now, with dow, hot lips. He takes histime,

as though he had forever, bending her body backward. She has
never been kissed like this before, and it almost makes her

faint. When he stops, she regains her breath and triesto work
up someindignation, but findsit hard to talk.

Suddenly, Threepio appearsin the doorway, speaking

excitedly.

THREEPIO Sir, gr! I'veisolated the reverse power flux coupling.
Han turnsdowly, icily, from their embrace.

HAN Thank you. Thank you very much.

THREEPIO Oh, you're perfectly welcome, Sr.

The moment spoiled, Han marches out after Threepio.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- ASTEROID FIELD

Thelmperid fleet movesthrough the asteroid-filled void,
intently seeking its prey.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROY ER -- BRIDGE

Aderoids collide, creating afireworks display outsde the



bridge window. Darth VVader stands, staring out the window
above the control deck. Then dowly turnstoward the bridge.
Before him are the hologram images of twenty battleship
commanders. One of these images, the commander of a ship that
hasjust exploded, isfading away quickly. Another image, in

the center and alittle gpart from the others, isfaded and
continudly disrupted by static. It istheimage of Captain

Needa, commander of the Star Destroyer most hotly on thetall
of the Millennium Falcon. Admiral Fiett and an aide stand

behind the Dark Lord.

NEEDA (in hologram)...and that, Lord Vader, was the last time they
appeared in any of our scopes. Considering the amount of damage weve
sustained, they must have been destroyed.

VADER No, Captain, they'redive. | want every ship availableto
sweep the asteroid field until they are found.

The Imperia star captains fade out one by one asVader
turnsto Admira Piett.

PIETT Lord Vader.

VADER Yes, Admird, what isit?

Theadmira is scared, hisface white as asheet.

PIETT The Emperor commands you make contact with him.

VADER Move the ship out of the asteroid field so that we can send a
clear transmission.

PIETT Yes, my lord.
EXTERIOR ASTEROID HELD -- VADER'SSTAR DESTROYER

Vader's Imperid Star Destroyer moves against the vast sea
of starsaway from the rest of the fleet.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- VADER'S CHAMBER

The Dark Lord, Darth Vader, isaonein his chamber. A
strange sound enters the room and alight beginsto play

across Vader's black figure. He looks up and bows quickly.

A twelve-foot hologram of the Gaactic Emperor materiaizes
before Vader. The Emperor's dark robes and monk's hood are
reminiscent of the cloak worn by Ben Kenobi. Hisvoiceis even
deeper and more frightening than Vader's.

VADER What isthy bidding, my master?



EMPEROR Thereisagreat disturbance in the Force.
VADERI havefdtit.

EMPEROR We have anew enemy -- Luke Skywalker.
VADER Y es, my madter.

EMPEROR He could destroy us.

VADER He'sjugt aboy. Obi-Wan can no longer help him.

EMPEROR The Forceis strong with him. The son of Skywaker must not
become a Jedi.

VADER If he could be turned, he would become a powerful dly.
EMPEROR Yes. Yes. Hewould be agreat asset. Can it be done?
VADER Hewill join usor die, my magter.

Vader knedls. The supreme Emperor passes ahand over the
crouched Lord of the Sith and fades away.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- CREATURE'SHOUSE -- NIGHT

A heavy downpour of rain pounds through the gnarled trees.

A strange barogue mud house Sits on amoss-covered knoll on
the edge of asmadll lagoon. The smdl, gnomish structure
radiatesawarm glow fromitsthick glasswindows. Asrain
tap-dances amerry tune on Artoo's head, the stubby little
droid rises up on histip-toesto peek into one of the glowing
portals.

INTERIOR CREATURE'SHOUSE

Artoo, peeking in the window, seesthe inside of the house

-- avery plain, but cozy dwelling. Everything isin the same
amall scae asthe creature. The only thing out of placein

the miniature room is Luke, whose height makes the four-foot
ceiling seem even lower. He Sits cross-legged on the floor of
theliving room.

The crestureisin an adjoining area-- hislittle kitchen

-- cooking up an incredible meal. The oveisasteaming
hodgepodge of pots and pans. The wizened little host scurries
about chopping this, shredding that, and showering everything
with exotic herbs and spices. He rushes back and forth putting
platters on the tablein front of Luke, who watchesthe
cresture impatiently.

LUKE Look, I'm sureit'sddlicious. | just don't understand why we



can't see Y oda now.

CREATURE Pdtience! For the Jedi itistimeto eat aswdll. Eat, eat.
Hot. Good food, hm? Good, hmm?

Moving with some difficulty in the cramped quarters, Luke
stsdown near the fire and serves himself from the pot.
Tasting the unfamiliar concoction, heis plessantly surprised.

LUKE How far away is'Y oda? Will it take us long to get there?
CREATURE Not far. Yodanot far. Patience. Soon you will bewith him.
(tasting food from the pot) Rootleaf, | cook. Why wish you become
Jedi?HmM?

LUKE Mostly because of my father, | guess.

CREATURE Ah, your father. Powerful Jedi was he, powerful Jedi, mmm,
LUKE (alittle angry) Oh, come on. How could you know my father? Y ou
don't even know who | am. (fed up) Oh, | don't even know what I'm

doing here. We're wasting our time.

The creature turns away from Luke and spesksto athird
party.

CREATURE (irritated) | cannot teach him. The boy has no patience.

Luke's head spinsin the direction the creature faces. But
thereis no one there. The boy is bewildered, but it gradually
dawns on him that the little crestureis Y oda, the Jedi
Master, and that he is speaking with Ben.

BEN'SVOICE Hewill learn patience.

YODA Hmmm. Much anger in him, like hisfather.
BEN'SVOICE Was| any different when you taught me?
Y ODA Hah. Heisnot ready.

LUKE Yoda | anready. |...Ben! | can beaJedi. Ben, tell him I'm
reedly.

Trying to see Ben, Luke startsto get up but hits hishead
onthelow calling.

Y ODA Ready, are you? What know you of ready? For eight hundred years
have | trained Jedi. My own counsel will | keep onwhoisto be

trained! A Jedi must have the degpest commitment, the most serious

mind. (to theinvisible Ben, indicating Luke) Thisone along time



have | watched. Never his mind on where he was. Hmm? What he was
doing. Hmph. Adventure. Heh! Excitement. Heh! A Jedi craves not these
things. (turning to Luke) Y ou are reckless!

Lukelooks down. He knowsit istrue.

BEN'SVOICE Sowasl, if you'll remember.

YODA Heistoo old. Yes, too old to begin the training.
Luke thinks he detects a subtle softening in Y odas voice.
LUKE But I'velearned so much.

Y odaturns his piercing gaze on Luke, as though the Jedi

Master's huge eyes could somehow determine how much the boy
had learned. After along moment, the little Jedi turnstoward
where he alone sees Ben.

Y ODA (sighs) Will hefinished what he begins?

LUKE I wont fail you -- I'm not afraid.

YODA (turns dowly toward him) Oh, you will be. Y ou will be.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- STAR DESTROYERS -- ASTEROID FIELD

The Imperid fleet around Vader's ship is surrounded by the
agteroid storm. Agteroids big and small pelt the vast
exteriors of the menacing ships. One of the smaller Imperid
vessdsishit by ahuge asteroid and explodesin a brilliant
flash of light.

INTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

The cockpit isquiet and lit only by theindicator lights

on the control panel. Princess Leladitsin the pilot's seat.

She runs her hand across the control pand as she thinks of
Han and the confusion he has created within her. Suddenly,
something outside the cockpit window catches her eye. The
reflection of the panel lights obscures her vison until a

soft suctionlike cup attachesitsdlf to the windscreen. Leia
moves closer to seewhat it might be. Large, yellow eyesflash
open and stare back at her. Startled, she jumps back into her
seet, her heart pounding. Thereisascurry of feet and aloud
screech, and in an instant the eyes are gone. The young
princess catches her breath, jJumps out of her chair, and races
from the cockpit.

INTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- HOLD AREA



The lights go bright for a second then out again. Threepio
and Chewbaccawatch as Han finishes with some wires.

THREEPIO Sir, if | may venture an opinion...
HAN I'm not redlly interested in your opinion, Threepio.

Lelarushesinto the cabin just as Han drops the final
floor panel into place.

LEIA (out of bresth) Theré's something out there.
HAN Where?
LEIA Outside, in the cave.

As she spesks, there comes asharp banging on the hull.
Chewielooks up and barks anxioudly.

THREEPIO Thereitis. Listen! Listen!
HAN I'm going out there.
LEIA Areyou crazy?

HAN [ just got this bucket back together. I'm not going to let
something tear it apart.

He and Chewie grab their breath masks off arack and hurry
out. Leiafollows.

LEIA Then I'm going with you.

THREEPIO | think it might be better if | stay here and guard the
ship. (hears another mysterious noise) Oh, no.

EXTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON
It isvery dark indgde the huge asteroid cave, too dark to
seewhat is attacking the ship.

Leiastamps her foot on the floor of the cave.

LEIA Thisground sure feds strange. It doesn't fed likerock at
dl.

Han knedls and studies the ground, then attempts to study
the outline of the cave.

HAN There's an awful lot of moisturein here,

LEIA | don't know. | have abad fegling about this.



HAN Yeah.

Chewie barks through hisface mask, and points toward the
ship's cockpit. A five-foot-long shape can be seen moving
acrossthetop of the Falcon. The leathery cresture lets out a
screech as Han blasts it with alaser bolt.

HAN (to Leia) Watch out!

The black shape tumbles off the spaceship and onto the
ground in front of the princess. Han bends down to investigeate
the dead creature.

HAN Y eah, that'swhat | thought. Mynock. Chewie, check the rest of
the ship, make sure there aren't any more attached. They're chewing on
the power cables.

LEIA Mynocks?
HAN Go oningde. Well clean them off if there are any more.

Just then, aswarm of the ugly creatures swoops through the
ar. Lelaputs her arms over her head to protect herself as

she runstoward the ship. Chewie shoos another Mynock away
with hisblaster. Severd of the batlike creaturesflap their
wings loudly against the cockpit window of the Falcon. Insde,
Threepio shudders at their presence.

THREEPIO Ohhh! Go away! Go away! Beadtly thing. Shoo! Shoo!

Han looks around the strange, dripping cave.

HAN Wait aminute...

He unholgters his blaster and fires at the far sde of the

huge cave. The cavern beginsto shake and the ground startsto

buckle.

Chewie barks and moves for the ship, followed closely by

Lelaand Han. Thelarge wings of the Mynocks flap past them as

they protect their faces and run up the platform.

INTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- ENTRY AREA

As soon as Han and Leia are on board, Chewie closesthe
main hatch. The ship continuesto shake and heave.

HAN All right, Chew ie, let's get out of herel

The Wookiee heads for the cockpit as Han, followed by
Threepio, rushesto the hold area and checks the scopes on the



control panel. Leiahurries after.

LEIA TheEmpireisdtill out there. | don't think it'swiseto...
Han rushes past her and heads for the cockpit.

HAN (interrupting) No timeto discuss this as acommittee.
And with that heis gone. The main engines of the Falcon
begin to whine. Leiaraces after him, bouncing around in the
sheking ship.

LEIA (angry) | am not acommittee!

INTERIOR ASTEROID CAVE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Hanisdready in the pilot's seat pulling back on the
throttle. The cave-quake has greetly diminished.

LEIA Y ou can't make the jJump to light-speed in this asteroid field...
HAN Sit down, sweetheart. We're taking off!

Asthe ship beginsto move forward, Chewie barks. He
notices something out the window ahead. Threepio seesit too.

THREEPIO Look!

HAN | seeit, | seeit.

Suddenly, arow of jagged white stalagmites and stdactites
can be seen surrounding the entrance. And as the Falcon moves
forward, the entrance to the cave grows ever smaler. Han
pulls hard on the throttle, sending his ship surging forward.
THREEPIO We're doomed!

LEIA The caveiscollgpsing.

HAN Thisisno cave.

LEIA What?

Leias mouth drops open . She seesthat the rocks of the
cave entrance are not rocks at al, but giant teeth, quickly
closing around the tiny ship. Chewie howls.

INTERIOR SPACE SLUG MOUTH

The Millennium Fa con, zooming through the monster's mouth,
rollson its sde and barely makes it between two of the



gigantic white teeth before the huge jaws dams closed.
EXTERIOR CAVE ENTRANCE -- GIANT ASTEROID

The enormous space dug movesits head out of the cave as
the Falcon flies out of its mouth. The mongter tiltsits head,
watching the starship fly away.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- GIANT ASTEROID

The Falcon races out of the asteroid crater and into the
deadly rain of the asteroid storm.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- DAY

With Y oda strapped to his back, Luke climbs up one of the
many thick vinesthat grow in the swamp. Panting heavily, he
continues his course -- climbing, flipping through the air,
jumping over roots, and racing in and out of the heavy ground
fog.

YODA Run! Yes. A Jedi's strength flows from the Force, But beware of
the dark side. Anger...fear...aggression. The dark side of the Force
arethey. Easlly they flow, quick tojoin you in afight. If onceyou

gart down the dark path, forever will it dominate your destiny,
consumeyou it will, asit did Obi-Wan's apprentice.

LUKE Vader. Isthe dark side stronger?
Y ODA No...no...no. Quicker, easier, more seductive.
LUKE But how am | to know the good side from the bad?

Y ODA Y ou will know. When you are cam, at peace. Passive. A Jedi uses
the Force for knowledge and defense, never for attack.

LUKE But tell mewhy I can't...

Y ODA (interrupting) No, no, thereisno why. Nothing more will |
teach you today. Clear your mind of questions. Mmm. Mmmmmm.

Artoo beepsin the distance as Luke lets Y oda down to the
ground. Bresthing heavily, he takes his shirt from anearby

tree branch and pullsit on.

Heturnsto see ahuge, dead, black tree, its base

surrounded by afew feet of water. Giant, twisted rootsform a
dark and sinister cave on one side. Luke stares at the tree,
trembling.

LUKE There's something not right here.



Y odasitson alarge root, poking his Gimer Stick into the
dirt.

LUKE | fed cold, desth.

Y ODA That place...is strong with the dark side of the Force. A domain
of evil itis. Inyou must go.

LUKE What'sin there?
Y ODA Only what you take with you.

Luke lookswarily between the tree and Y oda. He starts to
strap on his weapon belt.

Y ODA Y our wesgpons...you will not need them.

Luke givesthetree along look, than shakes his head "no."
Y oda shrugs. L uke reaches up to brush aside some hanging vines
and entersthe tree,

INTERIOR DAGOBAH -- TREE CAVE

Luke movesinto the dmost total darkness of the wet and
dimy cave. Theyouth can barely make out the edge of the
passage. Holding hislit saber before him, he seesalizard
crawling up the side of the cave and a snake wrapped around
the branches of atree. Luke draws a deep breath, then pushes
deeper into the cave.

The space widens around him, but he fedlsthat rather than
seesit. Hissword caststhe only light as he peersinto the
darkness. It isvery quiet here.

Then, aloud hiss! Darth Vader appears acrossthe

blackness, illuminated by hisown just-ignited laser sword.
Immediately, he charges Luke, saber held high. Heis upon the
youth in seconds, but Luke sidesteps perfectly and dashes a
Vader with hissword.

Vader is decapitated. His helmet-encased head fliesfrom

his shoulders as his body disappearsinto the darkness. The
metallic banging of the hemet fillsthe cave asVader's head
spins and bounces, smashes on the floor, and findly stops.
For aningtant it rests on the floor, then it cracks

verticaly. The black helmet and breath mask fall away to
reved...Luke's head.

Across the space, the standing L uke gasps at the sight,
wide-eyed in terror.

The decapitated head fades away, asin avison.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- CAVE -- DUSK

Meanwhile, Y odasitson theroot, camly leaning on his



Gimer Stick.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- VADER'S STAR DESTROY ER

Vader's Imperid Star Destroyer moves through space,
guarded by its convoy of TIE fighters.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE -- CONTROL DECK

Vader standsin the back control areaof hisship'sbridge
with amotley group of men and creatures. Admira Piett and
two controllers stand at the front of the bridge and watch the
group with scorn.

PIETT Bounty hunters. We don't need that scum.
FIRST CONTROLLER Yes, gr.

PIETT Those Rebelswon't escape us.

A second controller interrupts.

SECOND CONTROLLER Sir, we have apriority signal from the Star
Destroyer Avenger.

PIETT Right.

The group standing before VVader isabizarre array of

galactic fortune hunters Thereis Bossk, adimy, tentacled
monster with two huge, bloodshot eyesin a soft baggy face;
Zuckuss and Dengar, two battle-scarred, mangy human types;
|G-88, a battered, tarnished chrome war droid; and Boba Fett,
aman in aweapon-covered armored space suit.

VADER ...there will be asubstantia reward for the one who finds
the Millennium Falcon. Y ou are free to use any methods necessary, but
| want them alive. No disntegrations.

BOBA FETT Asyou wish.

At that moment, Admira Piett gpproaches Vader in arush of
excitement.

PIETT Lord Vader! My lord, we have them.

EXTERIOR IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER, AVENGER -- ASTEROID BELT
The Millennium Fal con speeds through deep space, closdy

followed by afiring Imperid Star Destroyer. A large asteroid

about the same size as the Fal con tumbles rapidly toward the
gtarship. Thetiny Falcon banksto avoid the giant asteroid as



smaller rocks pelt its surface. Then the smadl craft roars

under the asteroid which explodes harmlessy on the hull of

the vast Star Destroyer.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

The ship shudders as flak explodes near the cockpit window.

Threepio checks atracking scope an the side control panel

while Leiawatchestensely out the window.

THREEPIO Oh, thank goodness we're coming out of the asteroid field.
Chewie barks excitedly astherain of asteroids beginsto

subside. A bolt from the Star Destroyer setsup afiery

explosion on the back side of the Falcon, causing it to lurch

toonesde.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- STAR DESTROYER, AVENGER -- ASTEROID FIELD
The Faconis hit hard by another bolt from the Star

Destroyer which creates a huge explosion near the cockpit of

the smdler ship. The Falcon tilts steeply, then rights

itdf.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Han correctsthe angle of hisship.

HAN Let'sget out of here. Ready for light-speed? One...two...three!

Han pulls back on the hyperspace throttle and -- nothing
happens. Flak bursts continue to rock the ship.

HAN (frantic) It'snot fair!

Chewieisvery angry and startsto growl and bark at his
friend and captain. Again, Han desperately pulls back onthe
throttle,

HAN Thetransfer circuits are working. It's not my fault!
Chewie puts hishead in hishands, whining.

LEIA (amost expecting it) No light-speed?

HAN It's not my faullt.

THREEPIO Sir, we just lost the main rear deflector shield. One more
direct hit on the back quarter and we're done for.

Han pauses for amoment, makes adecision, and pulls back



onalever.
HAN Turn her around.
Chewie barksin puzzlement.

HAN | said turn her around! I'm going to put al power in the front
shidd.

LEIA Yo uregoing to attack them™?

THREEPIO Sir, the odds of surviving adirect assault on an Imperia
Star Destroye...

LEIA Shut up!
EXTERIOR SPACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- ASTEROID FIELD

The Facon banks, makes a steep, twisting turn. In the

next moment it is racing toward the Star Destroyer, looking
very smdl againgt the massive surface of the Imperia ship.
Asit moves across the surface of the Star Destroyer, the
Fa con bobs and weaves to avoid the numerous flak bursts.

INTERIOR STAR DESTROY ER, AVENGER -- BRIDGE

Thetiny Facon heads directly for the Avenger's bridge.

The Imperias ationed there are stunned to see the small
spaceship racing low acrossthe hull, headed directly at the

huge windows of the bridge area. Alarms go off everywhere. The
Destroyer's commander, Captain Needa, can scarcely bdieve his

eyes.

NEEDA They're moving to attack position. Shields up!
Needaand his men duck as the Falcon nears the bridge
window. At the last minute, the Falcon veers off and out of
gght. All isquiet.

NEEDA Track them,. They may come around for another pass.

TRACKING OFFICER Captain Needa, the ship no longer appears on our
Scopes.

NEEDA They can't have disappeared. No ship that small has a cloaking
device.

TRACKING OFFICER Wdl, there's no trace of them, gir.

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER Captain, Lord Vader demands an update on the
pursuit.



NEEDA (drawing a breath) Get a shuttle ready. | shal assumefull
responsibility for losing them, and gpologizeto Lord Vader.
Meanwhile, continue to scan the area.

COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER Y es, Captain Needa.
EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- BOG -- DAY

Luke'sface is upside-down and showing enormous strain. He
stands on his hands, with Y oda perched on hisfeet. Opposite
Luke and Y oda are two rocks the size of bowling bals. Luke
stares at the rocks and concentrates. One of the rockslifts
from the ground and floats up to rest on the other.

Y ODA Usethe Force. Yes...

Y odataps Lukesleg. Quickly, Lukelifts one hand from the
ground. His body wavers, but he maintains his balance. Artoo,
gtanding nearby, iswhistling and beeping franticaly.

Y ODA Now...the stone. Fedl it.

L uke concentrates on trying to lift the top rock. It rises
afew feet, shaking under the strain. But, distracted by
Artoo's frantic beeping, Lukeloses his baance and findly
collgpses. Y odajumps clear.

Y ODA Concentrate!

Annoyed at the disturbance, Luke looks over at Artoo, who
isrocking urgently back and forth in front of him.

Artoo waddles closer to Luke, chirping wildly, then scoots
over the edge of the swamp. Catching on, Luke rushesto the
water's edge. The X-wing fighter has sunk, and only thetip of
its nose shows above the lake's surface.

LUKE Oh, no. WEll never get it out now.
Y odastamps hisfoot inirritation.

Y ODA So certain are you. Alwayswith you it cannot be done. Hear you
nothing that | say?

Lukelooks uncertainly out at the ship.

LUKE Magter, moving stones around is onething. Thisistotaly
different.

Y ODA No! No different! Only different in your mind. Y ou must unlearn
what you have learned.



LUKE (focuang, quietly) All right, I'll giveit atry.
YODA No! Try not. Do. Or do not. Thereisno try.

Luke closes his eyes and concentrates on thinking the ship

out.

Sowly, the X-wing's nose beginsto rise above the water.

It hoversfor amoment and then dides back, disappearing once

agan.
LUKE (panting heavily) | cant. It'stoo big.

YODA Size matters not. Look at me. Judge me by my size, do you? Hm?
Mmmm.

Luke shakes his head.

YODA And wel you should not. For my dly inthe Force. And a
powerful aly itis. Life createsit, makesit grow. It'senergy

surrounds us and binds us. Luminous beings are we...(Y oda pinches
Luke's shoulder)...not this crude matter. (a sweeping gesture) Y ou must
fed the Force around you. (gesturing) Here, between you...me...the
tree...therock...everywhere! Y es, even between thisland and that

ship!

LUKE (discouraged) Y ou want the impossible.

Quietly Y odaturnstoward the X-wing fighter. With hiseyes
closed and his head bowed, he raises hisarm and points at the
ship.

Soon, the fighter rises above the water and moves forward

as Artoo beepsin terror and scoots away .

The entire X-wing moves mgesticdly, surdly, toward the
shore. Y oda stands on atree root and guides the fighter
carefully down toward the beach.

Luke staresin astonishment asthe fighter settles down

onto the shore. He walks toward Y oda.

LUKE I dont...I don't believeit.

Y ODA That iswhy youfall.

L uke shakes his head, bewildered.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- IMPERIAL FLEET

Thefleet around Vader's Star Destroyer now includes
Needas Star Destroyer, the Avenger.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROY ER -- BRIDGE



VADER Apology accepted, Captain Needa.

Clutching desperately at histhroat, Captain Needa dumps
down, then falls over on hisback, at the feet of Darth VVader.
Two stormtroopers pick up the lifeless body and carry it
quickly away as Admira Piett and two of his captains hurry up
to the Dark Lord.

PIETT Lord Vader, our ships have completed their scan of the area and
found nothing. If the Millennium Falcon went into light-speed, it
be on the other side of the galaxy by now.

VADER Alert dl commands. Caculate every possible destination along
their last know trgjectory.

PIETT Yes my lord. Well find them.
VADER Don't fall meagain, Admird.

Vader exits asthe admird turnsto an aide, alittle more
uneasy than when he arrived.

PIETT Alert dl commands. Deploy the flet.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- IMPERIAL FLEET

Vader's ship moves away, flanked by itsfleet of smaller
ships. the Avenger glides off into spacein the opposite
direction. No one on that ship or on Vader'sis aware that,
clinging to the side of the Avenger, isthe pirateship, the
Millennium Falcon.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

THREEPIO Captain Solo, thistime you have gonetoo far. (Chewie
growls) No, I will not be quiet, Chewbacca. Why doesn't anyone listen
to me?

HAN (to Chewie) Thefleet isbeginning to break up. Go back and stand
by the manual release for the landing claw.

Chewie barks, struggles from his seat, and climbs out of
the cabin.

THREEPIO | redlly don't see how thats going to help. Surrender isa
perfectly acceptable aternative in extreme circumstances. The Empire
may be gracious enough...

Leiareaches over and shuts off Threepio, mid-sentence.



HAN Thank you.
LEIA What did you havein mind for your next move?

HAN Wédll, if they follow standard Imperid procedure, they'll dump
their garbage before they go to light-speed, then we just float away.

LEIA With therest of the garbage. Then what?

HAN Then we've got to find a safe port somewhere around here. Got any
ideas?

LEIA No. Where are we?

HAN The Anoat system.

LEIA Anoat system. Ther€'s not much there.

HAN No. Wdll, wait. Thisisinteresting. Lando.

He points to a computer mapscreen on the control pand.
Leladipsout of her chair and moves next to the handsome
pilot. Smdl light points representing severa systemsflash
by on the computer screen.

LEIA Lando sysem?

HAN Lando's not a system, he'saman. Lando Carissan. Hesacard
player, gambler, scoundrd. You'd like him.

LEIA Thanks.
HAN Bespin. It's pretty far, but | think we can makeit.
LEIA (reading from the computer) A mining colony?

HAN Y eah, a Tibanna gas mine. Lando conned somebody out of it. We go
back along way, Lando and me.

LEIA Canyou trust him?
HAN No. But he has no love for the Empire, | can tell you that.

Chewie barks over theintercom. Han quickly changeshis
readouts and stretches to look out the cockpit window.

HAN (into intercom) Here we go, Chewie. Stand by. Detach!
Han leansback in hischair and givesLeiaaninvisble

amile. Shethinks for amoment, shakes her head; agrin creeps
across her face and she gives him aquick kiss.



LEIA Y ou do have your moments. Not many, but you have them.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- IMPERIAL STAR DESTROYER

Asthe Avenger Star Destroyer moves dowly into space, the
hatch on its underbelly opens, sending atrail of junk behind
it. Hidden among the refuse, the Falcon tumbles away. In the
next moment, the Avenger roars off into hyperspace. The
Facon'sengines areignited, and it races off into the

distance. Amidst the dowly drifting junk, Boba Fett's ship
appears and moves after the Falcon.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- BOG -- CLEARING -- DAY

In the clearing behind Y odals house, Luke again stands
upside-down, but his face shows less strain and more
concentration than before. Y oda sits on the ground below the
young warrior. On the other sde of the clearing, two

equipment cases dowly riseinto the air. Nearby Artoo

watches, humming to himsalf, when suddenly he, too, risesinto
theair. Hislittlelegs kick desperately and his head turns
franticaly, looking for help.

Y ODA Concentrate...fed the F orceflow. Yes. Good. Cam, yes. Through
the Force, thingsyou will see. Other places. Thefuture...the past.
Old friendslong gone.

L uke suddenly becomes distressed.

LUKE Han! Leid

The two packing boxes and Artoo fall to the ground with a
crash, then Luke himsdf tumbles over.

Y ODA (shaking hishead) Hmm. Control, control. Y ou must learn control.
LUKE | saw...I saw acity inthe clouds.

YODA Mmm. Friends you have there.

LUKE They werein pan.

Y ODA lItisthefuture you see.

LUKE Future? Will they die?

Y oda closes hiseyes and lowers his head.

Y ODA Difficult to see. Alwaysin maotion isthe future.



LUKE I've got to go to them.

Y ODA Decide you must how to serve them best. If you leave now, help
them you could. But you would destroy dl for which they have fought
and suffered.

Lukeis stopped cold by Y oda's words. Gloom shrouds him as
he nods his head sadly.

EXTERIOR BESPIN SYSTEM -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- DAWN

The powerful pirate starship blasts through space asiit
heads toward the soft pink planet of Bespin.

EXTERIOR BESPIN SURFACE -- MILLENNIUM FALCON
It isdown on the gaseous planet. Huge billowing clouds

form a canyon as the ship banks around them, heading toward
the system’'s Cloud City.

Suddenly, two twin-pod cloud cars appear and move toward

the Falcon. The cloud cars draw up alongside the starship.
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

One of the cloud cars opensfire on the Falcon, its flak
rocking the ship. Chewie barks his concern.

HAN (into transmitter) No, | don't have alanding permit. I'm trying
to reach Lando Cdrissan.

More flak bursts outside the cockpit window and rattlesthe
ship'sinterior. Leialooks worried.

HAN (into transmitter) Whoa Wait aminute! Let me explain.
INTERCOM VOICE Y ou will not deviate from your present course.
THREEPIO Rather touchy, aren't they?

LEIA | thought you knew this person.

Chewie barks and growls at his boss.

HAN (to Chewie) Well, that was along time ago. I'm sure he's
forgotten about that.

INTERCOM VOICE Permission granted to land on Platform
Three-two-seven.

HAN (into transmitter) Thank you.



Angry, Han snaps off the intercom. Chewie looks a him and
grunts. Han turnsto the worried princess and her droid.

HAN There's nothing to worry about. We go way back, Lando and me.
Leiadoesn't look convinced.

LEIA Who'sworried?

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- CLOUD CARS
The clouds part to reved afull view of thecity asit

bobsin and out of the cloud surface. The cloud cars and the

Falcon heed for the gleaming white metropalis.

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LANDING PLATFORM -- MILLENNIUM FALCON

With the dloud cars till guarding it, the Falcon lands on
one of the Cloud City's platforms.

EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM -- DOOR OF MILLENNIUM FALCON

Han and Leiastand at the open door, armed. Behind them,
Chewie, dso armed, surveysthe scene warily.

THREEPIO Oh. No one to meet us.

LEIA | dont likethis.

HAN Wadl, what would you like?

THREEPIO W, they did let usland.

HAN Look, don't worry. Everything's going to be fine. Trust me.
INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Lando Cdrissan, asuave, dashing black manin his

thirties, leads agroup of aides and some Cloud City guard
rapidly toward the landing platform. The group, like the other
citizens of the city, isamotley collection of diens,

droids, and humans of dl descriptions. Lando hasagrim
expression on hisface as he moves onto the landing platform.
EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM -- DOOR OF MILLENNIUM FALCON
HAN See? My friend. (to Chewie) Keep your eyes open, okay?

Chewie growls as Han waks down the ramp. Lando and hismen
head across the bridge to meet the space pirate.



EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LANDING PLATFORM

Lando stops ten feet from Han. The two men eye each other
carefully. Lando shakes hishead.

LANDO Why, you dimy, double-crossing, no-good swindler! Y ou've got a
lot of guts coming here, after what you pulled.

Han pointsto himsdf innocently, mouthing, "Me?"

Lando movesthreateningly toward Han. Suddenly, he throws
hisarms around his startled, long-lost friend and embraces
him.

LANDO (laughs) How you doing, you old pirate? So good to see you! |
never thought 1'd catch up with you again. Where you been?

Thetwo old friends embrace, laughing and chuckling.

EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM -- DOOR OF MILLENNIUM FALCON.
THREEPIO Wdll, he seemsvery friendly.

LEIA (wary) Yes..very friendly.

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LANDING PLATFORM

LANDO What are you doing here?

HAN (gesturestoward the Falcon) Ahh...repairs. | thought you could
help me out.

LANDO (in mock panic) What have you done to my ship?
HAN Y our ship? Hey, remember, you lost her to mefair and square.

Chewie growls areserved greeting. Lando suddenly notices
the princess and amiles.

LANDO Hdlo. What have we here? Welcome. I'm Lando Calrissian. I'm
the administrator of thisfacility. and who might you be?

LEIA Lea

LANDO Welcome, Leia

Lando bows before Leiaand kisses her hand.
HAN All right, dl right, you old smocthie.

Han takes Lela by the hand and steers her away from Lando.



THREEPIO Hello, sir. | am See-Threepio, human-cyborg relaions. My
fecilitiesareat your...

Before Threepio can finish his self-introduction, Lando has
turned to follow Han and Lela, who are walking toward the

city.
THREEPIO Well, reslly!

Lando, hisaide, Lobot, and Han lead the way acrossthe
bridge, followed by Threepio, Chewie and Leia

LANDO What'swrong with the Falcon?
HAN Hyperdrive.

LANDO I'll get my peopleto work onit.
HAN Good.

Lando turnsto Leia

LANDO Y ou know, that ship saved my life quite afew times. She'sthe
fastest hunk of junk in the galaxy.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR

The group has crossed the narrow bridge and entered the

city. They walk down thelovely Art Deco passageway, rounding
severd corners and passing many smal plazas asthey go.

Threepio lags abit behind.

HAN How'sthe gas mine? Isit paying off for you?

LANDO Oh, not aswell asl'd like. Wereasmall outpost and not very
sdf-aufficient. And I've had supply problems of every kind. I've had
labor difficulties..(catches Han grinning at him) What's so funny?

HAN Y ou. Listen to you -- you sound like a businessman, aresponsible
leader. Who'd have thought that, huh?

Landoisreflective. Helooks at Han amoment.
LANDO Y ou know, seeing you sure brings back afew things.
HAN Y eah.

LANDO (shakes his head) Y eah, I'm responsible these days. It'sthe
price you pay for being successful.

Han and Lando laugh together, and the group moves on



through the corridor.

Thelagging Threepio passes a Threepio-type slver droid
who is coming out of adoor.

THREEPIO Oh! Niceto seeafamiliar face.

SECOND THREEPIO (mumbles) E chu tal

THREEPIO How rude!

Threepio stops, watching the silver droid move away. Then
he hears the muffled beeping and whistling of an R2 unit
coming from within the room.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- ANTEROOM

Curious, Threepio entersthe room.

THREEPIO That sounds like an R2 unit in there. | wonder if...

Threepio walks through the doorway to the main room. He
looksin.

THREEPIO Hdllo? How interesting. Oh, my.
MAN'S VOICE (from within) Who are you?

THREEPIO Oh, I'm terribly sorry. 1...I didn't mean to intrude. No,
no, please don't get up. No!

A laser bolt to Threepio's chest sends him flying in twenty
directions. Smoldering mechanica armsand legs bounce off the
walls as the door whooshes closed behind him.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR

Lando, Han, and Leia continue down the corridor unaware of
Threepio's dreadful accident. Chewbacca glances around, sniffs
theair, but shrugs his shoulders and follows the group.

EXTERIOR DAGOBAH -- BOG -- DUSK

Inthe bright lights of the fighter, Luke loads a heavy

caseinto the belly of the ship. Artoo sits on top of the
X-wing, settling down into his cubbyhole. Y oda stands nearby
onalog.

Y ODA Luke! Y ou must complete thetraining.

LUKE I can't keep the vison out of my head. They're my friends. I've
got to help them.



Y ODA Y ou must not go!

LUKE But Han and Lelawill dieif | dont.

BEN'SVOICE Y ou don't know that.

Luke looks toward the voice in amazement. Ben has
materialized asared, dightly shimmering image near Y oda.
The power of his presence stops Luke.

BEN Even Y oda cannot seetheir fate.

LUKE But | can help them! | fed the Force!

BEN But you cannot contral it. Thisisadangeroustimefor you, when
you will be tempted by the dark side of the Force.

YODA Yes, yes. To Obi-Wan you listen. The cave. Remember your failure
at the cavel

LUKE But I've learned so much since then. Master Y oda, | promiseto
return and finish what 1've begun. Y ou have my word.

BEN It isyou and your abilities the Emperor wants. that iswhy your
friends are made to suffer.

LUKE And that iswhy | haveto go.

BEN Luke, | do n't want to lose you to the Emperor theway | lost
Vader.

LUKE Y ou won't.

Y ODA Stopped they must be. On this depends. Only afully trained Jedi
Knight with the Force ashisaly will conquer Vader and his Emperor.

If you end your training now, if you choose the quick and easy path,

as Vader did, you will become an agent of evil.

BEN Patience.

LUKE And sacrifice Han and Leia?

Y ODA If you honor whet they fight for...yes

Lukeisin great anguish. He struggleswith the dilemma, a
battleraging in hismind.

BEN If you chooseto face Vader, you will do it done. | cannot
interfere.



LUKE | understand. (he movesto his X-wing) Artoo, fire up the
converters.

Artoo whistles ahappy reply.

BEN Luke, don't givein to hate -- that leads to the dark side.

Luke nodsand climbsinto hisship.

Y ODA Strong isVader. Mind what you have learned. Saveyou it can.
LUKE I will. And I'll return. | promise.

Artoo closes the cockpit. Ben and Y oda stand watching as
the roar of the engines and the wind engulf them.

YODA (sighs) Told you, | did. Recklessis he. Now matters are worse.
BEN That boy isour last hope.

Y ODA (looks up) No. Thereis another.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- PLANET DAGOBAH

Lukestiny X-wing rockets awvay from the green planet of
Dagobah and off into space.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LIVING QUARTERS -- DAY

Within the quarters assigned her on Cloud City, Leia paces

in agitation. She has changed from her cold-weather pants and
jacket to alovely dress. Her hair isdown, tied back with
ribbons. She moves from alarge, open window and turnsto see
Han entering through the doorway.

HAN The shipisamost finished. Two or Three more things and were
in great shape.

LEIA The sooner the better. Something's wrong here. No one has seen
or knows anything about Threepio. He's been gone too long to have
gotten logt.

Han takes Leia by the shoulders and gently kisses her
forehead.

HAN Redax. I'll tak to Lando and seewhat | can find out.
LEIA | don't trust Lando.

HAN Wdll, | don't trust him, either. But heismy friend. Besides,
well soon be gone.



LEIA And then you're as good as gone, aren't you?

Not speaking, Han considers her words and gazes at her
troubled face.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- JUNK ROOM

Theroom is piled high with broken and discarded machine
parts. Four Ugnaughts, smdl hoglike creatures, separate the
junk and throw some pieces onto a conveyer belt which moves
briskly toward a pit of molten metal. Pieces of Threepio's
golden body move down the belt. Chewie enters the room and
spots an Ugnaught picking up and inspecting Threepio's head.
The Wookiee barks acommand, startling the Ugnaught, then
reachesto grab the head. But the Ugnaught tossesit away from
him to another Ugnaught. This game of keep-away goes on until
Threepio's head fals from their grip and bounces with aclang
onto the ground.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LIVING QUARTERS -- DAY

The door zaps open. Chewbaccawalksin, carrying apacking
case of Threepio, arms and legs hanging over the edge.

LEIA What happened?

Chewie setsthe case on atable, grunting and groaning an
explanation.

HAN Where? Found himin ajunk pile?
LEIA Oh, what amess. Chewie, do you think you can repair him?

The giant Wookiee studiesthe array of robot parts. He
looks at the princess and shrugs sadly.

HAN Lando's got people who can fix him.

LEIA No, thanks.

Thereisabuzz and the door dides open, revealing Lando.
LANDO I'm sorry. Am | interrupting anything?

LEIA Not redly.

LANDO Y ou look absolutely beautiful. Y ou truly belong here with us
among the clouds.

LEIA (coadlly) Thank you.



LANDO Will you join mefor alittle refreshment?

Han looks at Lando suspicioudy, but Chewie barks at the
mention of food and lickshislips.

LANDO Everyonesinvited, of course.

Leiatakes Lando's proffered arm, and the group turnsto
go. Lando spots Thregpio'sremains.

LANDO Having trouble with you droid?
Han and Lela exchange aquick glance.
HAN No. No problem. Why?

Han and Lela move arm-in-arm through the door, followed by
Lando and Chewie. The door dides closed behind them.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

Leiawalks between Han and Lando as Chewie follows a short
distance behind. Long shafts of light pour across the corridor
between tal, pure-white columns.

LANDO So you see, sncewereasmall operation, we don't fall into
the...uh...jurisdiction of the Empire.

LEIA Soyou're part of the mining guild then?

LANDO No, not actualy. Our operation is small enough not to be
noticed...which is advantageous for everybody since our customers are
anxiousto avoid attracting attention to themselves.

The group walks into another corridor and heads for ahuge
doorway at thefar end.

HAN Aren't you afraid the Empirés going to find out about this
little operation and shut you down?

LANDO That's always been a danger looming like a shadow over
everything weve built here. But things have devel oped that will
insure security. 1've just made adedl that will keep the Empire out
of hereforever.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- DINING ROOM
The mighty doorsto the dining room dide open and the

group entersthe dining room. At the far end of a huge banquet
table Sts Darth Vader. Standing at hissde and dightly



behind him is Boba Fett, the bounty hunter.

Faster than the wink of an eye, Han draws his blaster and
pops off a couple of shotsdirectly at Vader. The Dark Lord
quickly raises his hand, deflecting the bolts into one of the
sdewadls, where they explode harmlesdy. Just as quickly,
Han's wegpon zipsinto Vader's hand. The evil presence calmly
placesthe gun on thetablein front of him.

VADER We would be honored if you would join us.

Han gives Lando amean look.

LANDO | had no choice. They arrived right before you did. I'm sorry.
HAN I'm sorry, too.

EXTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- BESPIN SYSTEM

Luke's X-wing races through thick clouds toward Cloud City.
INTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- COCKPIT

Lukeisgrim-faced as he pilots his course toward Bespin's
shining city. Artoo's beeps and whistles are transmitted onto
the scope.

LUKE (into comlink) No, Thregpio'swith them.

Artoo whistles another worried inquiry.

LUKE (into comlink) Just hang on. Were amost there.
INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LARGE CELL

Chewbaccaisin aCloud City prison cdll. The stark roomis
flooded with hot light. To add to Chewies misery, a
high-pitched whistle screeches loudly. Chewieisgoing mad. He
hitsthe wall with giant fists as he paces back and forth
acrossthe cell floor. The upper lights go off dbruptly. The
prisoner rubs his eyes and movesto awall, where he listens

for amoment. Then, moaning to himself, he movesto aplatform
where the disassembled pieces of Threepio lie. He picks up the
golden droid's head and meditates on it for amoment, barking
afew philosophical remarks. Chewie sticks the robot's head on
itstorso and starts adjusting wires and circuits. Suddenly,

the lightsin Threepio's eyes spark to life as Chewie touches
two connectors together. Thregpio immediately beginsto speak,
but hisvoiceis so dow and so low asto be nearly

unintdligible.

THREEPIO Mmmm. Oh, my. Uh, |, uh -- Takethis off! I, uh, don't mean



to intrude here. 1, don't, no, no, no...Please don't get up. No!
Chewielooks at Threepio in bewilderment, then scratches
hisfurry head. He gets an idea and adjusts some connections,
whereupon Thregpio immediately begins spesking normaly.

THREEPIO Stormtroopers? Here? We'rein danger. | must tell the
others. Oh, no! I've been shot!

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- PRISON ENTRY AREA
Darth Vader strides through the room as two stormtroopers
prepare an el aborate torture mechanism. Han is strapped to a
rack which tilts forward onto the torture device. Vader
activates the mechanism, creating two bursts of sparks, one of
which strikes Han's face.

The door opens, and Darth Vader movesto the holding
chamber, where Lando and Boba Fett await him.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- HOLDING CHAMBER
LANDO Lord Vader.

VADER (to Fett) Y ou may take Captain Solo to Jabba the Hut after |
have Skywalker.

Han's screamsfilter through the torture room door.

BOBA FETT He'sno good to me dead.

VADER Hewill not be permanently damaged.

LANDO Lord Vader, what about Leia and the Wookiee?
VADER They must never again leavethiscity.

LANDO That was never acondition of our agreement, nor was giving Han
to this bounty hunter!

VADER Perhaps you think you're being trested unfairly.
LANDO No.

VADER Good. It would be unfortunate if | had to leave agarrison
here.

Vader turns and sweeps into the e evator with Boba Fett.
Lando walks swiftly down another corridor, muttering to
himsdf.

LANDO Thisded's getting worse dl thetime,



INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LARGE CELL

Chewie now has alittle more of Threepio back together. One
arm i s connected, but the legs are yet to be attached. There
isone smal problem, however. It seems the Wookiee has
managed to put the droid's head on backwards.

THREEPIO Oh, yes, that's very good. | like that. Oh! Something's not
right because now | can't see. Wait. Wait! Oh, my! what have you done?
I'm backwards, you stupid furball. Only an overgrown mophead like you
would be stupid enough...

Threepioiscut off in mid-sentence as Chewie angrily

deectivates acircuit and the droid shuts down. The Wookiee

smells something and Sits up. The door to the chamber dides

open and aragged Han Solo is shoved into the room by two

stormtroopers. Barking his concern, the huge Wookiee gives Han
abig hug. Han isvery pae, with dark circlesunder hiseyes.

HAN | fed terrible.

Chewie helps Han to a platform and then turns as the door
dides open reveding Leia. She, too, looks alittle worse for
wear. Thetroopers push her into the cell, and the door dides
closed. She movesto Han, who islying on the platform, and
kneds next to him, gently stroking his heed.

LEIA Why arethey doing this?

HAN They never even asked me any questions.

The cell door dides open. Lando and two of his guards
enter.

LEIA Lando.
HAN Get out of here, Lando!

LANDO Shut up and listen! Vader has agreed to turn Leiaand Chewie
over tome.

HAN Over to you?

LANDO They'll haveto stay here, but at least they'll be safe.
LEIA What about Han?

LANDO Vader'sgiving him to the bounty hunter.

LEIA Vader wantsusal dead.



LANDO He doesn't want you at dl. He's after somebody called
Skywalker.

HAN Luke?

LANDO Lord Vader has set atrap for him.
Leidsmindisracing.

LEIA And werethe bait.

LANDO Wéll, he'son hisway.

Han'srage peaks.

HAN Perfect. You fixed usal pretty good, didn't you? (spitsit out)
My friend!

Han hauls off and punches Lando. Thetwo friendsare

ingtantly engaged in afrantic close-quartersfight. The

guards hit Han with their rifle butts and he flies acrossthe

room. Chewie growls and startsfor the guards. They point

their laser weapons at the giant Wookiee, but Lando stops
them.

LANDO Stop! I'vedonedl | can do. I'm sorry | couldn't do better,
but | have my own problems.

HAN Y eah, yourearea hero.

Lando and the guards leave. Han wipes the blood from his
chinasLelaand Chewie hep him up.

LEIA (dabsat hiswound) Y ou certainly have away with people.
INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER
Four armor-suited stormtroopers stand at the ready in the

large chamber, which isfilled with pipes and chemica tanks.

Inthe middle of the room isaround pit housing ahydraulic

platform. Darth Vader and Lando stand near the platform.

VADER Thisfacility iscrude, but it should be adequate to freeze
Skywaker for hisjourney to the Emperor.

An Imperia soldier appears.
IMPERIAL SOLDIER Lord Vader, ship approaching. X-wing class.

VADER Good. Monitor Skywaker and allow him to land.



The soldier bows and leaves the chamber.

LANDO Lord Vader, we only usethisfacility for carbon freezing. If
you put himinthere, it might kill him.

VADER | do not want the Emperor's prize damaged. Wewill test it...on
Captain Solo.

Lando'sfaceregistersdismay.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- BESPIN SYSTEM -- LUKE'S X-WING

Luke's X-wing moves through the clouds asit nearsthe
aty.

INTERIOR LUKE'S X-WING -- COCKPIT

Encountering no city guards, Luke scansthe display pand
with concern.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER

Thereisagrest activity on the carbon-freezing platform.

Six Ugnaughtsfrantically prepare the chamber for use. A
specid coffinlike container is put in place. With Boba Fett
inthelead, asquad of six ssormtroopersbringsin Han, Leia
and Chewie. Strapped to Chewie's back, with only his head,
torso, and one arm assembled, is Threepio. Threepio's head
faces the opposite direction from Chewie's and the droid is
congtantly twisting around in avain effort to seewhat is
happening. His one attached arm is animate and expressive,
intermittently pointing, gesturing, and covering hiseyes. The
remaining pieces of hisbody are randomly bundled to the
Wookiee's back so that hislegs and other arm stick out at odd
anglesfrom the pack.

THREEPIO If only you hed atached my legs, | wouldn't beinthis
ridiculous position. Now, remember, Chewbacca, you have a
responsibility to me, so don't do anything foolish.

HAN (to Lando) What's going on...buddy?

LANDO Y ou're being put into carbon freeze.

Boba Fett moves away from the group to Darth Vader.

BOBA FETT What if he doesn't survive? He'sworth alot to me.

VADER The Empirewill compensateyouif hedies. Put himin!



Realizing what is about to happen, Chewielets out awild

howl and attacks the stormtroopers surrounding Han. Within
seconds, other Imperid reinforcements join the scuffle,
clubbing the giant Wookiee with their laser weagpons. From the
ingtant of Chewi€'sfirst move, Thregpio beginsto screamin
panic while hetriesto protect himsdlf with hisonearm.

THREEPIO Oh, no! No, no, no! Stop, Chewbacca, stop...!
The stormtroopers are about to bash Chewiein the face.
HAN Stop, Chewie, stop! Do you hear me? Stop!
THREEPIO Yes, stop, please! I'm not ready to die.

Han breaks away from his captors. Vader nodsto the guards
to let him go and the pirate breaks up thefight.

HAN Chewiel Chewie, thiswon't help me. Hey!
Han givesthe Wookiee astern look.

HAN Save your strength. Therell be another time. The princess -- you
have to take care of her. Y ou hear me?

Han winks at the Wookiee, who wails adoleful farewell.

In aflash the guards have dipped binders on Chewbacca,
who istoo distraught to protest. Han turnsto Princess Leia.
They look sorrowfully at one another, then Han moves toward
her and gives her afind, passonate kiss.

LEIA | loveyou!
HAN | know.

Tearsroll down Leas face as she watches the dashing

pirate walk to the hydraulic platform. Han looks onefina
time at hisfriends -- and then, suddenly, the platform drops.
Chewie howls. Lelaturnsaway in agony. Lando wincesin
sorrow; it makes alife-changing impresson on him.

Instantly, fiery liquid beginsto pour down in ashower of
sparks and fluid as great as any sted furnace. Holding Leia,
Chewie hdf-turns away from the sight, giving Threepio aview
of the procedure.

THREEPIO What...what's going on? Turn around, Chewbacca, | can't see.
Oh...they've encased him in carbonite. He should be quite
well-protected -- if he survivesthe freezing process, that is.

Chewieisin no mood for technica discusson; he givesthe
droid an angry glance and barks.



A huge mechanica tong lifts the seaming meta-encased

space pirate out of the vat and stands him on the platform.
Some Ugnaughts rush over and push the block over onto the
platform. They dide the coffinlike structure to the block and
lift the meta block, placing it insde. They then attach an
electronic box onto the structure and step away.

Lando knedls and adjusts some knobs, measuring the heat. He
shekeshishead in relief.

VADER W4, Cdrissan, did he survive?

LANDO Yes, he'sdive. And in perfect hibernation.

Vader turns to Boba Fett.

VADER He'sal yours bounty hunter. Reset the chamber for Skywalker.
IMPERIAL OFFICER Skywalker hasjust landed, my lord.

VADER Good. Seetoit that he finds hisway here. Calrissan, take
the princess and the Wookiee to my ship.

LANDO Y ou said they'd bel€eft in the city under my supervision.
VADER | an dtering the ded. Pray | don't dter it any further.

Lando's hand indtinctively goesto histhroat asheturns
to Leia, Chewie, and Threepio.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR -- DAY

As Luke and Artoo move carefully down a deserted corridor,
they hear agroup of people coming down aside halway. Artoo
lets out an excited series of begps and whistles. Luke glares

at thetiny droid, who stopsin histrackswith afeeble

sguesk.

Boba Fett entersfrom a sde halway followed by two guards
pushing the floating, encased body of Han Solo. Two
stormtroopers, who follow, immediately spot L uke and open fire
on him. The youth draws hisweapon and blaststhe two
troopers before they can get off asecond shot. The two guards
whisk Han into another hallway as Fett lowershisarm and
firesadeadly laser at Luke, which explodesto onesde and
tears up ahuge chunk of wall.

Luke rushesto aside hallway, but by the time he reaches

it, Fett, Han, and the guards are gone. A think metal door

blocks the passage. Luke turnsto see Leia, Chewie, Threepio,
and Lando being herded down a second halway by severa other
stormtroopers. Leiaturnsjust in timeto see Luke.

LEIA Luke! Luke, don't -- it'satrap! It'satrap!



Before she can finish, sheis pulled through adoorw ay and
disappears from sight. Luke races after the group, leaving
little Artoo trailing behind.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- ANTEROOM

Luke runsinto an anteroom and stops to get his bearings.
Lelaand the others are nowhere to be seen. Behind Luke, Artoo
scoots down the corridor toward the anteroom when suddenly a
giant metd door comes damming down, cutting off Luke's exit.
Several more doors clang shut, echoing through the chamber.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- HALLWAY LEADING TO ANTEROOM

Artoo stands with his nose pressed against the giant metal
door. Hewhistlesalong sigh of rdlief and, alittle dazed,
wanders off in the other direction.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER -- ANTEROOM

Luke cautioudy walks forward among hissing pipesand
steam. Seeing an opening above him, he stopsto look up. Ashe
does, the platform he stands on beginsto move.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER

Lukerisesinto the chamber, borne by the platform. The

room isdeathly quiet. Very little sseam escapes the pipes and

no one ese seemsto bein the large room. Warily, Luke walks
toward the stairway.

Steam beginsto build up in the chamber. Looking up through
the steam, L uke sees adark figure standing on awalkway above
him. Luke holsters his gun and moves up the stairsto face
Vader. He fed s confident, eager to engage hisenemy.

VADER The Force iswith you, young Skywalker. But you are not a Jedi
yet.

Lukeignites hissword in answer. In aningtant, Vader's

own sword islit. Luke lunges, but Vader repelsthe blow.

Again Luke attacks, and the swords of the two combatants clash
in battle.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR

Leia Lando, and Chewie, with Threepio on hisback, march
along, guarded by six stormtroopers. The group reaches an
intersection where Lobot and adozen of Lando's guards stand
at atention.

The guardsimmediately aim their weapons at the startled



stormtroopers. Taking the stormtroopers weapons from them,
Lobot hands oneto Leiaand one to Lando.

LANDO Well done. Hold them in the security tower -- and keep it
quiet. Move.

As Lando's guards quickly march the stormtroopers away,
Lando beginsto undo Chewie's binding.

LEIA What do you think you're doing?

LANDO WEe're getting out of here.

THREEPIO | knew al dong it had to be amistake.
Chewieturns on Lando and starts to choke him.

LEIA Do you think that after what you did to Han we're going to trust
you?

Lando triesto free himsdf from Chewie.

LANDO (choking) | had no choice...

Chewie barksferocioudy.

THREEPIO (to Chewie) What are you doing? Trust him, trust him!
LEIA Oh, so we understand, don't we, Chewie? He had no choice.
LANDO I'mjust trying to help...

LEIA Wedon't need any of your help.

LANDO (choking) H-a-a-a..

LEIA What?

THREEPI O It soundslike Han.

LANDO There's sill achanceto save Han...| mean, at the East
Plaform...

LEIA Chewie

Chewiefindly releases Lando, who fightsto get his breath
back.

THREEPIO (to Lando) I'm terribly sorry about dl this. After dll,
hel's only aWookiee.



EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- EAST LANDING PLATFORM -- BOBA FETT'S SHIP

Thetwo guards dide Han's encased body into an opening in
the side of the bounty hunter's ship. Boba Fett climb aboard
on aladder next to the cargo hold.

BOBA FETT Put Captain Solo in the cargo hold.
And with that, the door dams shut.
INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR

Lando, Leia, and Chewie run down a Cloud City corridor when
suddenly they spot Artoo who rushes toward them, beeping
wildly.

THREEPIO Artoo! Artoo! Where have you been?

Chewieturns around to see the stubby droid, causing
Threepio to be spun out of sght of hisfriend.

THREEPIO Turn around, you wooly...! (to Artoo) Hurry, hurry! Were
trying to save Han from the bounty hunter!

Whidtling frantically to Threegpio, Artoo scoots along with
the racing group.

THREEPIO Well, at least your still in one piece! Look what happened
tome!

EXTERIOR EAST LANDING PLATFORM -- SIDE BAY

An eevator door dides open and Lando, Leia, and Chewbacca
race for alarge bay overlooking the East Landing Platform.

Just asthey arrive, Boba Fett's ship takes off againgt a

cloudy sunset sky.

Inwild anguish, Chewie howls and gartsfiring at the

ship.

THREEPIO Oh, no! Chewie, they're behind you!

A laser bolt explodes near the princess. Everyone turnsto
seewhat Threepio has aready spotted coming from the other
direction; asquad of stormtroopers running toward them. Artoo
peeks out from the elevator.

Leiaand Chewbacca gtart firing at the troopers as Lando
makes a bregk for the elevator. Laser bolts continue to

explode around the princess and the Wookiee, but they refuse
to budge. Lando sticks his head out of the elevator and
motionsfor the pair to run, but they barely notice. They seem

possessed, trangported, asall the frustration of captivity



and anger of loss pour through their death-degling weapons.
But after afew moments, they begin to move through the
rain of laser firetoward the elevator. Oncethey areinside,
the door dams shut and the stormtroopers race forward.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CARBON-FREEZING CHAMBER

Luke and Vader arelocked in combat on the platform
overlooking the chamber. Their swords clash, the platform
sways. Luke aggressively drives Vader back, forcing Vader to
use defensivetactics.

VADER Y ou have learned much, young one.
LUKE Youll find I'm full of surprises.

Vader makes two quick moves, hooking Luke's sword out of
his hand and sending it flying. Another lightning move a
Luke'sfeet forces the youth to jump back to protect himsdlf.
Losing hisbaance, Lukerollsdown the airsto the circular
carbon-freezing platform. There he sprawls on the floor,
surprised and shaken. Just in time he looks up to see Vader,
likeagiant black bird, flying right at him. Luke rolls awvay

as Vader lands. Crouching, Luke keeps his gaze steadlily on his

enemy.

VADER Y our degtiny lieswith me, Skywalker. Obi-Wan knew thisto be
true.

LUKE No!

Behind Luke the hydraulic élevator cover has opened
noisdedy. All thewhile, Luke dowly, cautioudy moves
back, away from the Dark Lord.

Suddenly, Vader attacks so forcefully that Luke loses his
balance and fals back into the opening. Thereisarumble,
and in an ingtant freezing steam rises to obscure Vader's
vision. Vader turns asde and desctivates his sword.

VADER All to easy. Perhaps you are not as strong as the Emperor
thought.

Through the steam behind Vader something blurs upward.
Liquid metal beginsto pour into the pit.

Vader turns around -- and then looks up. He sees L uke, who
has |egped fifteen feet straight up and who now hangs from
some hoses on the carbonite outlet.

VADER Impressive...most impressive.

Luke jumps down to the platform where heis separated from



Vader by the steaming carbonite pit. Heraises his hand. His
sword, which had falen on another part of the platform,
swiftly jJumpsinto his outstretched hand and isingtantly
ignited. Vader immediately lights his sword aswell.

VADER Ohi-Wan has taught you well. Y ou have controlled your fear...
now release your anger.

Lukeismore cautious, controlling hisanger. He beginsto
retreat asVVader goads him on. AsLuke takes adefensive
position, he redlizes he has been foolhardy. A quick sword
exchange and Luke forces Vader back. Another exchange and
Vader retreats. Luke presses forward.

VADER Only your hatred can destroy me.

Breething hard, Luke jumpsintheair, turning a somersault
over Vader. Helands on the floor and dashes a Vader asthe
room continuesto fill up with sleam.

Vader retreats before Luke's skillful sword. Vader blocks

the sword, but looses his balance and fallsinto the outer rim

of pipes. The energy Luke has used to stop Vader has brought
him to the point of collapse. Luke movesto the edge and looks
down, but seesno sign of Vader. He then deectivates his
sword, hooksit on his belt, and lowers himsdlf into the pit.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- TUNNEL AND REACTOR CONTROL ROOM

Moving through atunnellike entrance, Luke cautioudy
approaches the reactor room. He ignites his sword and moves
into the room and toward alarge window as Vader enters.
Luke raises his sword and moves forward to attack.

Behind Luke alarge piece of machinery detachesitsdf from
thewal and comes smashing forward toward his back. Luke
turnsand cutsit in haf just as another machine comes

hurtling at him. Using the Force, Luke managesto deflect it
and send it flying asif it had hit aninvisble shidd. A

large pipe detaches and comesflying at Luke. He deflectsit.
Sparking wires pull out of thewall and begi nto whip at the
youth. Smal tools and equipment comeflying a him.
Bombardment from al sides, Luke does his best to deflect
everything, but soon heisbloodied and bruised. Findly, one
meachine glances off hisand goesflying out the large window.
A fiercewind blowsinto the room, unmoving, stands the dark,
rocklikefigure of Vader.

A piece of machinery hits Luke and heis knocked out of the
window.

INTERIOR GANTRY -- OUTSIDE CONTROL ROOM -- REACTOR SHAFT

Lukefdlsonto the gantry, rolls, and hangs over the edge,



holding his deactivated sword in hand. He puts the sword on
his belt and beginsto scramble up.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR LEADING TO LANDING PLATFORM

Lea, Lando, Chewie and the droids come round a corner and
head for the door to the landing platform. They glimpsethe
Millennium Facon for amoment before the door dams shut. The
group ducksinto an alcove as stormtroopers arrive at the end

of the corridor. The troopers send arain of laser bolts at

the group. Chewie returnstheir fire as Lando punches
desperately at the door's control panel.

LANDO The security codes has been changed!

THREEPIO Artoo, you can tell the computer to override the security
sysem.

Threepio points to acomputer socket on the control pandl.
Artoo beeps and scoots toward it. Lando meanwhile has
connected up to the pand'sintercom.

LANDO Attention! ThisisLando Carissan. The Empire has takes
control of the city. | advise everyone to leave before more Imperia
troops arive.

Artoo takes off acomputer cover and sticks his computer

arm into the socket. Suddenly, a short beep turnsinto awild
scream. Artoo's circuitslight up, his head spinswildly, and
smoke begins to seep out underneath him. Quickly, Chewie pulls
him away.

LANDO Thisway.

Lando, Leia, Artoo, and Chewie flee down the corridor. As
he scoots a ong with them, Artoo sends some angry beeps
Threepio'sway.

THREEPIO Don't blame me. I'm an interpreter. I'm not supposed to know
apower socket from acomputer terminal.

INTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- CORRIDOR

Inapanic, Cloud City resdents are trying to get out of

the city. Some carry boxes, others packages. They run, then
change direction. Some are shooting at stormtroopers, others
smply try to hide.

Other stormtroopers pursue Lando, Leia, and Chewie who are
firing back at them. Artoo works on another door to the
landing platform while Threepio berates him for his seeming

ineptitude.



THREEPIO What are you talking about? We're not interested in the
hyperdrive on the Millennium Falcon. It'sfixed! Just open the door,
you stupid lump.

Chewie, Leia, and Lando retreat along the corridor. A
triumphant beep from Artoo -- and the door snaps open.

THREEPIO (to Artoo) | never doubted you for a second. Wonderful!

Artoo lays acloud fog, obscuring everything, asthe group
dashes outside.

EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM -- CLOUD CITY -- DUSK
They racefor the Millennium Fal con as a battalion of

stormtroopers reaches the main door. Lando and Leiahold off

the troops as the droids get on board with Chewie. As Chewie

bounds to the ship the Threepio on hisback, Threepio hitshis

head on the top of the ramp.

THREEPIO Ouch! Oh! Ah! That hurt, Bend down, you thoughtless...Ow!

Chewie garts up the ship. The giant engines begin to whine
as Lando and Leiarace up the ramp under ahail of laser fire.

LANDO Lea Go!
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- CORRIDOR

Artoo dragsthe partially assembled Threepio down the
corridor of the Falcon.

THREEPIO | thought that hairy beast would be the end of me. Of
course, I've looked better.

Artoo beeps understandingly.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
Chewieworksthe controlsasLeiasitsin Han's seat and

Lando watches over their shoulders. As Chewie pullsback on

the throttle, the ship beginsto move.

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LANDING PLATFORM -- DUSK
TheMillennium Facon liftsgracefully into the twilight

sky and roars away from the city. Troopsfire after it and TIE
fighterstake off in pursuit.

INTERIOR GANTRY -- OUTSIDE CONTROL ROOM -- REACTOR SHAFT



Luke moves dong therailing and up to the control room.
Vader lungesat him and Luke immediately raises hislit sword
to meet Vader's. Sparks fly asthey dud, Vader gradually
forcing Luke backward toward the gantry.

VADER You are beaten. It isusdesstoresst. Don't et yourself be
destroyed as Obi-Wan did.

Luke answers by rolling sdeways and thrusting his sword at
Vader so vicioudy that he nicks VVader on the shoulder. The
black armor sparks and smokes and Vader seemsto be hurt, but
immediatdy recovers.

Luke backs off aong the narrow end of the gantry as Vader
comes at him, dashing a the young Jedi with hissword. Luke
makes a quick move around the instrument complex attached to
the end of the gantry. Vader's sword comes dashing down,
cutting the complex loose; it beginsto fal, thenis caught

by the risng wind and blown upward.

Luke glances a the ingrument complex floating away. At

that instant, VVader's sword comes down across Luke's right
forearm, cutting off his hand and sending his sword flying.

In great pain, Luke squeezes hisforearm under hisleft armpit
and moves back along the gantry to its extreme end. Vader
follows. Thewind subsides. Luke holds on. Thereisnowhere
esetogo.

VADER Thereis no escape. Don't make me destroy you. Y ou do not yet
redlize your importance. Y ou have only begun to discover you power.
Joinmeand | will complete your training. With our combined stirength,
we can end this destructive conflict and bring order to the galaxy.

LUKE I'll never joinyou!

VADER If you only knew the power of the dark side. Obi-Wan never told
you what happened to your father.

LUKE Hetold me enough! Hetold meyou killed him.
VADER No. | amyour father.

Shocked, Luke looks at Vader in utter disbelief.
LUKE No. No. That's not true! That'simpossible!
VADER Search your fedings. Y ou know it to betrue.
LUKE No! No! No!

VADER Luke. Y ou can destroy the Emperor. He hasforeseen this. Itis
your destiny. Join me, and we can rule the galaxy as father and son.



Come with me. It'sthe only way.

Vader puts away his sword and holds his hand out to L uke.

A cam comes over Luke, and he makes adecison. Inthe

next ingtant he steps of f the gantry platform into space. The
Dark Lord looks over the platform and sees Lukefaling far
below. The wind beginsto blow at VVader's cape and the torrent
finally forces him back, away from the edge. The wind soon
fades and the wounded Jedi beginsto drop fast, unable to grab
onto anything to bregk hisfall.

INTERIOR REACTOR SHAFT

Suddenly Lukeis sucked into an exhaust pipein the Sde of
the shaft. When Vader seesthis, he turns and hurries off the
platform.

INTERIOR EXHAUST PIPE

L uke tumbles through the exhaust pipe.

He didesto the end of the dickly polished pipe and stops
ashisfeet hit acircular grill and knock it open. Luke claws
at the surface of the pipe, trying to keep from diding out

into space.
EXTERIOR BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY -- WEATHER VANE -- DUSK

Unable to hang onto the pipe, Luke tumbles out, emerging a
the undermost part of Cloud City. Reaching out desperately, he
manages to grab onto on e ectronic weather vane.

LUKE Ben...Ben, please!

Luketriesto pull himsdf up on the weather vane but dips
back down. He hooks one of hislegs around thefragile
ingruments. All thewhile, apowerful current of air rushes
out a him from the exhaust pipe.

LUKEBen. Leid

Thereisan ominous cracking sound from the base of the
wegther vane and a piece bregks off, falling into the clouds
far below.

LUKE Hear me! Leid

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
Lelaseemsto belost inafog, her expression troubled.

Chewieisbusy operating the ship. Lando stands next to the
Wookiee, watching areadout on the control pandl.



LEIA Luke...We've got to go back.

Chewie growlsin surprise.

LANDO What?

LEIA | know where Lukeis.

LANDO But what about those fighter?

Chewie barksin agreement with Lando.

LEIA Chewie, just doiit.

LANDO But what about Vader?

Chewieturns on Lando, the newcomer, with an ominous growl.
LANDO All right, dl right, al right.

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- MILLENNIUM FALCON -- DUSK

The Falcon makes agraceful banking turn back toward Cloud

City.

EXTERIOR CLOUD CITY -- LANDING PLATFORM

Vader enters the landing platform and watches as the speck

that is the Falcon disappears. Thewind blows at his cape.
Heturnsto two aideswho are standing near the entrance to

the landing platform.

VADER Bring my shuttle.

EXTERIOR BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY -- WEATHER VANE

Nearly unconscious, Luke hangs upside-down on the westher
vane as his body shiftsin thewind.

EXTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY

The Falcon divesto the underside of the floating city.
Three TIE fighter closein on the sarship.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON
Leatriestoremain cam.

LANDO (pointing out the cockpit window) Look, someone's up there.



LEIA It'sLuke. Chewie, dow down. Slow down and well get under him.
Lando, open the top hatch.

Lando rushes out of the cockpit.

EXTERIOR BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY -- WEATHER VANE
L uke hangs by one arm from the crossbar of the westher

vane. He dipsfrom the bar and grabs onto the pole of the

vane asthe Fal con banks toward him. The Falcon positions

itself under Luke as Lando moves up through the opening of the
hatch. Luke beginsto dide and findly falsfrom the vane

into space.
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Out the cockpit window, Lelasees L ukefalling from the
bottom of the city. The ship gainson him.

LEIA Okay. Easy, Chewie.

TheFalcon closesinon Luke.

EXTERIOR BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY

Three TIE fighters race toward the Facon, firing away.
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- HATCH

The hatch pops open with ahiss of pressure. Lando reaches
out to help the battered warrior inside the ship.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Flak bursts dl around it as the Falcon banks away from the
city. Leiaand Chewie struggle with the controls.

LEIA (into intercom) Lando?

LANDO (over intercom) Okay, let's go.

EXTERIOR BOTTOM OF CLOUD CITY

The Falcon racesaway. It isclosdly followed by three TIE
fighters, al of which keep up aheavy laser assault on the
fleeing garship.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Explosons erupt dl around the cockpit, buffeting the ship
wildly. Chewie howls ashefrantically triesto control the



ship.

Leiaand Chewieturnsto see Luke, bloody and battered,

enter the cockpit supported by Lando. Leiajumps up and hugs
him while Chewie barksin joyousrelief.

LUKE Oh, Lea

LANDO All right, Chewie. Let'sgo.

Leiahelps Luke from the cockpit as another huge blast
rocks the ship.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- CLOUD CITY -- DAY

The Fdcon, till followed by the three TIE fighters, races
away from the cloud-covered city.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- SLEEPING QUARTERS

Lukerestson acot, hisinjured arm wrapped in a
protective cuff. Leiagently wipes hisface. The ship lurches

agan.

LEIA I'll be back.

She kisses him, then leavesthe quarters.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

All over the ship muted alarm buzzers sound. Lando
anxioudy watches the flashing lights on the control pand and
hurriedly adjusts some switches. Seated next to him, Chewie
points out anew blip gppearing on the panel. Leia, watching
over their shoulders, recognizes the shape.

LEIA Star Destroyer.

LANDO All right, Chewie. Ready for light-speed.

LEIA If your peoplefixed the hyperdrive.

Another explosion rocksthe ship. Lelanoticesasagreen
light on the panel next to her flashes on.

LEIA All the coordinates are set. It's now or never.
Chewie barksin agreement.
LANDO Punchit!

The Wookiee shrugs and pulls back on the light-speed



throttle. The sound of theion engine changes...it iswinding
up. Faces are tense, expectant. But nothing happens, and the
engine goes off. Chewielets out afrustrated howl. Theflak
dill violently rocksthe ship.

LANDO They told methey fixed it. | trusted them to fix it. It's not
my fault!

Chewie gets up from his chair and starts out of the
cockpit. He gives Lando and angry shove as he ssorms past him.

EXTERIOR SPACE

In the distance the TIE fighters continue their chase,

gtill shooting lasers. Vader's Star Destroyer moves behind
them, determinedly following the Falcon.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE

Vader stands on the bridge looking out the window as
Admira Piett gpproacheshim.

PIETT They'll bein range of our tractor beam in moments, lord.

VADER Did your men deactivate the hyperdrive on the Millennium
Fdcon?

PIETT Yes, my lord.

VADER Good. Prepare the boarding party and set for your weapons for
sun.

PIETT Yes, my lord.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON

Beeping while heworks, Artoo isbusy connecting some wires

to Threepio who now has one leg attached.

Chewie enters through the doorway, grunting to himsdlf.

THREEPIO Noisy brute. Why don't we just go into light-speed?

Artoo beepsin response.

THREEPIO We can't? How would you know the hyperdrive is deactivated?
Artoo whigtles knowingly.

THREEPIO The city's central computer told you? Artoo-Detoo, you know

better than to trust a strange computer. Ouch! Pay attention to what
you're doing!



Chewieisinthe pit. Heistrying to loosen something with

an enormous wrench. Frustrated, he usesthe wrench likeaclub
and hitsthe pandl...

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Lelaand Lando, seated in front of the control pandl, are
suddenly sprayed by a shower of sparks.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE

Vader sands on the bridge, watching asthe Millennium
Faconischased by the TIE fighters. As his Destroyer draws

nearer, Vader's breathing gets dightly faster.

VADER Luke.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- SLEEPING QUARTERS
Lukeredizesthat Vader'sshipisvery near. Hefeds

resigned to hisfate. He sensesthat heis beaten, more

emotiondly than physicaly.

LUKE Father.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE

VADER Son, comewith me.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- SLEEPING QUARTERS
LUKE (moaning) Ben, why didn't you tell me?

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Lando and Leia are at the controls of the Falcon.

Meanwhile, in the ship's hold, Chewie continuesto work

franticadly on the hyperdrive mechanism.

LANDO (into intercom) Chewie!

EXTERIOR SPACE

The Fa con races through space followed very closdy by the
TIE fighters and the huge Imperia Star Destroyer.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

L uke enters the cockpit and looks out the window. Heis
amost unconscious with pain and depression.



LUKE It'sVader.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE
VADER Luke...it isyour destiny.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT
LUKE Ben, why didn't you tdl me?

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE
PIETT Alert dl commands. Ready for the tractor beam.
INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- HOLD

Artoo racesto a control panel and startsworking on a
circuit board. Furious, Threepio stands on oneleg, ydling.

THREEPIO Artoo, come back at once! Y ou haven't finished with me yet!
Y ou don't know how to fix the hyperdrive. Chewbaccacan doit. I'm
gtanding herein pieces, and you're having delusons of grandeur!

Artoo moves acircuit on acontrol pand. Suddenly, the
control pand lightsup.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Leaand Lando are thrown into their seats asthe
Millennium Falcon unexpectedly shoot into hyperspace.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- HOLD

The ship tilts up and Artoo topplesinto the pit on top of
Chewie.

THREEPIO Oh, you did it!
EXTERIOR SPACE

The Facon soarsinto infinity and away from the huge Star
Destroyer which seems, by contrast, to stand till.

INTERIOR VADER'S STAR DESTROYER -- BRIDGE
Admird Piett and another captain glance a Vader in

terror. Vader turns dowly and walks off the bridge, his hands
held behind his back in acontemplative gesture.

EXTERIOR SPACE -- REBEL CRUISER



The Millennium Falcon is attached to ahuge Rebd cruiser
by adocking tube. Rebel fighters move about the giant
cruiser, and aRebe transport ship hovers near the fledt.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

Lando stsin the pilot's seat as he talksinto the
comlink. Chewie busly throwsavariety of switchesin
preparation for takeoff.

LANDO (into comlink) Luke, we're ready for takeoff.
LUKE (over comlink) Good luck, Lando

LANDO (into comlink) When we find Jabbathe Hut and that bounty
hunter, well contact you.

INTERIOR STAR CRUISER -- MEDICAL CENTER

Luke speaking into the comlink asamedica droid workson
his hand. Lela stands near him while Threepio and Artoo look
out the window.

LUKE (into comlink) I'll meet you at the rendezvous point on
Tatooine.

INTERIOR MILLENNIUM FALCON -- COCKPIT

LANDO (into comlink) Princess, well find Han. | promise.
INTERIOR STAR CRUISER -- MEDICAL CENTER

LUKE (into comlink) Chewie, I'll bewaiting for your sgnd.
Chewieswail comes over the comlink.

LUKE (into comlink) Take care, you two. May the Force be with you.

Lukelooks down at hishand. A metalized type of bandage
has been wrapped around hiswrist. The medica droid makes
some adjustmentsin atiny eectronic unit, then pricks each
oneof Lukesfingers.

LUKE Ow!!

Lukewriggles hisfingers, makesafist, and relaxesit.

Hishandis completdy functiond.

He gets up and walks over to Leia. Thereisanew bond
between them, anew understanding. Leiaisthinking about Han;
Lukeisthinking about hisuncertain and newly complicated



future. Together they stand at the large window of the medical
center looking out on the Rebdl Star Cruiser and adense,
luminous gaaxy swirling in gpace. Luke puts hisarm around
Leia Thedroids stand next to them, and Threepio moves closer
to Artoo putting hisarm on him. The group watches asthe
Millennium Falcon movesinto view, makesaturn, and zooms

away into space.
EXTERIOR SPACE -- REBEL STAR CRUISER

While Luke, Leia, and the droids stand, looking out the
window of the star cruiser, two escort fightersjoin the large
ship. Slowly, the cruiser turns and moves away into space.
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