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| reached the theater a nine that morning,haf an hour before the appointed time, for | knew only too wel how unki
Caesar Demetrius could be to the unpunctud. But the Caesar, it seemed, had arrived even earlier then that. | found L&
his persona guard and chief drinking companion, lounging by the theater entrance and as| goproached, Labeus amirkad a
"Whet took you S0 long? Caesar's beenwating for you”

"Imhef anhour ealy,” | ssid sourly. No need to betadful with thelikes of Lebienus—aor Pdlyarates; as| should be cdling im, now thet
hesgvenusdl new Gresk names "Whareishe?”

Lehienus painted through the gate and tumed his midde finger draght upward, jebling it three times toward the heavens | limped ¢
without anather word and wert insde

Tomydsrey | saw thefigure of Damelrius Caesar right & the vay anmit f the theeter, the upparmodt row, hisdight figure outined
agand theilliant Huedof themaming ky. It wes less than 9x weeks since | had broken my ankle hunting boar with the Caes
iniar of theidand; | was dill on autches and walking, let done dimbing stairs, was a chdlenge for me. But there he wes
aove

"Syauvetumad yp a lagt, Asandar!™ hecdled "lts about ime Hurry onup! [ve gat something vay interesting to Show yau”

Pisander. It was last summer when he suddenly bestowed the Gresk neamesanus dl. Jius and Ludus and Maraus lodt the
honest Romen praanominaiand became Burystheus and |ldomeneus and Diamedes | who wiss Tibaius Ulpius Draoo wes now Fisander. It
latest faghion & the court thet the Caesar mainiained—at hisimpaid fathersingstence—doan herein Sdlia these Gresk rames to be fdllor
dl supposd, by mandetary Gresk hardyles and didky pomedes; the weating o ary Gresk codumes and, evatugly, the inrodudior
adigetary bessd the predticedf Greek buggary. Wl the Caesars amuse themsdvies s they will; and | might nat heve mindiditif he hed nex
somahing heraic Agamenon o Odyssaus ar thelike But Aisander? Asander of Laranda wees the author of thet marvdlous gaic of warld
Heraic Marriages of the Gods, and it would have been ressongble enough far Caesar to name mefar him, snoe | am an higarian dso. A
thaeistheealier Fissnder, Fissnder of Camirus who wrate the ddest knoawn gaic of the desds of Herades But there wes yet anather Fis
fat and comuat Athenian pdlitidan who comesinfar somemardless modkary inthe Hyperbalus d Aridophenes and | hgppen to know the
one of Caesar's gpecid favorites. Since the other two Pisanders are figuresout of antiquity, obsoure exogpt to goeadidslikene |
help but thirk thet Caesar hed Aridiopheness charadter in mind when aaining my Gresk neme far me: | am naither fat nor comut, but the
tekes gret plesreinvexing our souswith auchlitle pranks

Foang aaipdetodimbto thetop of the thester, far example | wart haading parnfully up the Seep dione Seps flight &fter flight ter flig
emagad & legt & thevay highest row. Demdrius wes daing df toward the Sde, admining the wondafu gpettade o Mount Etna rising
west, snowcapped, stained by ashes at its ammit, apumed black smoke adling framitshaling mew. The views that can be ok
up here atop the greet theater of Tauromaium are indead bresthteking, but my bresth hed bean teken affidatly by the efart o th
and | wasinno mood juet then to gopredde the Jlendar of the Soenary about us

Hewasleaning againd the donetablein the top-row concourse where the wine-sdllers display their wares during intermissi
enormous scroll was lad out in front of him. "Here ismy plan for theimprovemat o theidand, Fssnder. Come teke alook ac
whet youthink of it”

It was a huge map of Sdlig, covering the entire table. Drawn pradicaly to ful scde, one migt sy. | could see grest cald
perhaps hdf a dozen of them, marked boldly on it. Thiswas not at d whet | was expedting, Snce the cdtansibde pupose o the
thismoming wes to dsoussthe Caesar’'s plan far ranovating the Taramanium thedler. Amaong iy vaious aress of expatiseisa aatan kno
adhtedure But no, no, theranovation of the thegter was nat & dl on Dametriussimind today.

"Thisisabeautiful idand,” he said, "but its economy has been duggsh far decades | propose to aweken it by undarteking



amhitious condrudion program Sdliahes ever ssn. For exaple, Hsande, right harein aur pretty litle Taramenium theres a aying ne
prope royd paace Thevillawhere |ve bean Iving these pedt three yearsisnicdy Stuated, yes but it's rather modest, wouldnt you say,
residence of the heir to the throne?' Modest, yes. Thity or faty rooms & the edge o the Seep diff overlooking town, dfading a
progpect of the seaand the vdicano. He tgpped the scarlet cirdle in the upper right-hand corner of the map surraunding the i
Tauomanum oocoupiesin northeestan Sdlia " Suppose we turn the villainto a proper palace by extending it down the face
diff abit, en? Come over here, and I'll show youwret | meen”

| habldled dang behind hm He led me around to a paint dang the im where his villas partico wes in view, and proocesded to de
cacading sFiesdf levds supported by fantadtic cantilevered platforms and enomousflaing buttresses; thet would carry the srudure doan t
faced thediff, ight to the shore df the lonian Seafar bdow. "Thet would mekeit ever o much snder far meto get to the beach, wouldl
say? If we were to build a track of somesart thet ran doawn thesded thebuilding, with acar sugpended on cables? Instead of ha
take the main road down, | could sy desoend withinmy oan palace”

| sared the goggeeyed dare o inredlity. Suchadrudure if it could be built at dl, would take fifty years to build and cost
sacesd theleed. Tenhillion mayte

But that wasn't dll. Far fromit.

"Then, Hisander, we nesd to do somehing about the acoommodations for vigting royaty at Panormus.” He ran his finger we
across the top of the map to the big port farther dong the northern shore. "Panormus is where my father likes to stay wi
comes here; but the palace is Sx hundred years old and quite inadequate. 1'd like to tear it down and build a full-scae |
of the Imperid palace on Pdatine Hill on the dte, with perhaps a replica of the Faum of Romajus doavhill fromit. Hed |
mekehimfed a home when he vidts Sidlia Then, as a nice place to stay in the middle of the idand while we're out h
there's the wonderful dd pelaced MadmianusHeraueus near Enng, bt its pradiically fdling down. We could erect an artirdy new s
Byzatiredyle lefsssy—onitsste, bang vay caefu nat to ham theexdiding mosaics of course And then—"

| lidened, ever moredupdied by the momat. Demetriuss idea df reawekening the Sdlien economy invalved building unthinkelly exc
royd paaces dl over the idand. At Agrigentum on the southem coeg, far exarde where the royds liked to o to see the ma
Grek tardes thet are found there and & nearbly Sdinunte, he thought that it would be pleasant to construct an exact duplic
Hadrianuss famous villa a Tibur as a sort of tourist lodge for them. But Hadrianuss villais the size of a amdl city. I
tekeanammy of aeftamen a lesgt aoatury to buld itstwin et Agigatum And over & thewesem end df theidand he hed some ndiion for a
rugoed, pimo—rdid Hametic dyle or whetever heimegined Homeic dyleto be, dingngramentically to thesinmit of the dtedd of Bryx. Ther
a Syracusa—wl, whet he hed inmind far Syracusawould heve benkrupted the Eaire A grand new pelaoe, neturdlly, but dso alightihouss
arein Alexandig, and a Pathenon twice the Sze of the red one, and adozen or 0 pyramics like those in Aiguptos, only perhaps
bigger, and a bronze Colossus on the waterfront like the one that used to stand in the harbar & Rhodes and—'m unell
cdoan theetirelig without warting to weep.

"W, Asander, whet do you say? Hes there ever been aluilding program likethisinthe hidary of thewarld?!

Hisfaoewas inng Heisavay handsome men isDamdtrius Caesar, and in thet momatt, trandfigured by his oamn megdomeniac soh
wes a vaitedle Apdlo. But aaazy ane Whet posshle response coud | heve mede to dl thet he hed just poured farth? Thet | thought it
wildes lunecy? Thet | vary much doubted therewas eough gdd indl his father's treeary to undawwrite the cogt of such an absurd ente
That we would dl be long dead before these projects coud be completed? The Emparar Lodovias his fether, when asging m
sviced the Caesar Dametrius hed wamed med hisvdailetamper. A word placed wrangly and | might find mysdf hurled sprawling
the very steps up which | had just dambared with so much laor.

But | know how to menege things when gpesking with royaty. Tectfully but not unctuoudy | said, "It is a project that ingpil
withave, Caesr. | an hard pressad to lringitsequd tomind”

"Exactly. Ther€'s never been anything like it, has there? Il go doanin higary. Nathe Alexanda nor Sardangpalus nor A
Ceesr himadf ever attampted a pubdicworks program o such amlatious Sze —You, of course will be the dnidf achitedt of the entire
Asaoe”

If he had kicked mein the gut | would not have been more thoroughly taken aback.

| smothered a gasp and said, "I, Caesar? You do me too much honor. My primary fidd these days is hi
scholarship, my lord. I've dabbled abit in architecture, but | hardly regard mysdf as qudified to—"

"Wdl, | do. Spare me your fase modesty, will you, Draco?' Suddenly he was cdling me by my true name agair
seemed very Sgnificant. "Everyone knows just how capable a man you are. Y ou hide behind this scholarly pose becau
think it's safer that way, | would imagine, but I'm wel aware of your red abilities, and when I'm Emperor | mean to me
mog of them. That's the mark of a Great Emperor, wouldn't you say—to surround himsdf with men who are



themsdlves, and to inspire them to rise to their full potentidity? | do expect to be a great Emperor, you know, ten year
now, twenty, whenever it is that my turn comes. But I'm dready beginning to pick out my key men. Youll be one of
He winked & me. "See to it that leg heds fast, Draco. | mean to start this project off by building the Tauromenium {
which | want you to design for me, and that means that you and | are going to be scrambling around on the face of tt
looking for the best possible ste. | don't want you on crutches when we do that. —Isan't the mountain beautiful

Pisander?'

In the space of three breaths | had become Pisander again.

He ralled up hisscrall. 1 wondered if we were findly going to discuss the theater-renovation job. But then | redliz
the Caesar, hismind inflamed by the full magnificence of his plan for trandforming every mgjor city of the idand, was nc
interested just now in taking about a petty thing like replacing the clogged drainage channd running down the hillsde ac
to this theater than a god would be in hearing about somebody's persond hedth problems, his broken ankle, say, wi
godlike intdlect is absorbed with the task of designing some wondrous new plague with which he intends to destroy
million yellow-skinned inhabitants of far-off Khital alittle later in the month.

We admired the view together for a while, therefore. Then, when | sensed that | had been dismissed, | took my
without bringing up the topic of the theater, and dowly and uncomfortably made my way down the steps again. Ju
reached the bottom | heard the Caesar cdl out to me. | feared for one dreadful moment that he was summoning me ba
| would have to haul mysdf dl the way up there a second time. But he smply wanted to wish me a good day. The
Damdriusisinsang o coursg, but heésnat redly vidous

"TheEmparar will never dlovhimto doit)” Jicuo sad, aswe sat late that night over our wine.

"Hewill. Thre Emparar graiishisaazy sonhisevay litlewish Hisevary kig ane, oo™

Saadoismy ddest friend, well nemed, athamy litie men. We are bath Hispeniards we want to schod together in Taraoo, when |
resdencein Romaand entered the Emparor's savice, 0 dd he. When the Emperor handed me off to his son, Spiculo follow
loydly to Sdliatoo. | trust hm as | trust no other man. We uiter the most flagrant treason to each other dl the time.

"If he begirsit, then” sad Saiculo, "hell never go thraugh with anything. You know what he's like. Six months after they
gaund for the peace here, hdll deade hed rether gt darted an his Parthenon in Syracusas Hell eret three adunrns there and go dff to Pa
Ardthenhdl jump omenhgredseamonh dter thet.”

"S?' | Ad "Whet buanessistihet of ming? Hesthe onewtoll look slly if thetshow hehendesit, nat me Imanly the ardhitect”

Hiseyeswidenad. "Whet? Y aure edLelly gang to gt invaved inthisthing, are you?'

"TheCaesar hesreguested my savioess”

"And are you so supine that youll smply do whatever he tels youto, howvever fodishit mey be? Hssaway the nedt five or te
d your lifean ademented young prinoes cockeyed schamefar burying this whdle godforssken idand under mountains o mardle? Gat your
linked with his for dl time to come as the facilitator of thisluretic efar?" His vaice became a herdh modding soprano. Tiberius |
Draco, the greatest man of science of the era, foolishly abandoned dl his valuable schdarly ressarch in order to dev
remaining years of hislife to this ill-concaived sries of prepoderoudly grandiose projects, none of which was ever comy
and finally was found one morning, dead by his own hand, sprawled at the base of the unfinished Great Pyre
Syracusa— No, Draoo! Dont doitt Jugt shekeyour heed and walk avayt™

"Y ougpesk asthough | haveany chaiceaboutit,” | said.

He stared a me. Then he rose and stomped across the patio towad the bdlaony. Heisa aipde fram birth, with a twide:
and afoot that points out to the sde. My hunting accident angered him because it causad meto linp as wel, which direds &
atention to Saauos ovn defamity as we hadde Sde by Sde through the streets, a grotesquely comica pair who might eec
thought to be onthar way to abeggars convartion

For alog momart he stood goweing a mewithout gpeeking. It wesanigt of bright moonlight, billiartly illumireing the villes of the we
U and down the dopes df the Tauramenian hillsdg, and asthe slenceweant anand an | found myseif dudying the tiangular outlines of Sp
form as it was limned from behind by the chilly white light: the broad burly shoulders tgpering down to the narrow wa
the spindly legs, with the big outjutting head planted ddfiantly atop. If 1 hed hed my sketchped | would hevebegunto draw im Buta
| havedrann immany imesbefore

Hesad & lag, vay quidly, ™Y ou asound me, Draco. Whet do you meen, you dont have any chaioe? Sy resign from his savice
back to Roma. The Emperor needs you there. He can find some other nursemaid for his idiot princding. You don't se
think that Demetrius will have you thrown injall if you decline to tekeonthejob, do you? Or executed, or omehing?'

"You don't understand,” | said. "1 want to take thejob on.”



"Benthoughitsamedmanswet dream? Draoo, haveyou gone arazy yoursdf? Isthe Caesar's lunecy contagiaus?”

| smiled. "Of course | know how ridiculous the whole thing is. But that doesn't mean | don't want to giveit atry.”

"Ah' Siado sAd, getingit a legt. "AR So thet'sitt Thetemptation o theunthinkabld Theangines'inyouwanisto pile Rdion an Ossa
find out whether he can manage the trick! Oh, Draco, Demelrius isnt as crazy as he seems, is he? He szed you
pafedly. Therésanly anemeninthewarld whosgat the hybris to take on this idiatic job, and he's right here in Tauromenium.”

"It's piling Ossa on Pdlion, not the other way around,” | said. "But yes. Yes, Spiculo! Of course I'm tempted. So
itsdl aaaness? Andif nahing ever getsfinghad whet of it? At lesst thingswill be started. Plans will be drawn; foundations will b
Don't youthink | wart to sse how an Aiguptian pyramid can be built? Or how to cartilever apalace thoussnds o fedt down the gdeof thisdi
Itsthedenced alifdimefar me”

"Ardyour account o thelifed Trgan V117 Only the day before yesterday you aouldnt sop taking about the documants thet are on the
to you from the archive in Sevilla Speculating hdf the night about the wonderful new revelations you were going to
them, you were. Are you going to abandon the whole thing just likethet?"

"Of coursenat. Why shaud oneprget interferewithanothar? 1'm quite capable of working on abook in the evening while
designing pa aces during the day. | expect to continue with my painting and my poetry and my music too. —I think you
underestimate me, old friend."

"Wl let it not be said that you've ever been guilty of doing the same.”

| let the point pass. "l offer you one additiond consideration, and then let's put this away, shdl we? Lodovicus |
gxty and not in wonderful hedth. When he dies, Demetrius is going to be Emperor, whether anybody likes that idea ¢
and you and | will return to Roma, where | will be a key figure in his adminidration and dl the scholarly and sc
resources of the capitd will be at my disposal. —Unless, of course, | irrevocably estrange mysdf from him while he's &
har apparent by throwing this project of his back in his face, as you seem to want me to do. So | will take the job.
investment leading to the hope of future gain, so to speak.”

"Very nicely reasoned, Draco."

"Thank you."

"And suppose, when Demetrius becomes Emperor, which through some black irony of the gods he probably will
too long, he decides held rather keep you down here in Sdlia finishing the grest work of filling this idand with secor
architectural splendors instead of his interrupting your holy task by transferring you to the court in Roma, and that's wh
do for the rest of your life, plodding around this backwater of a place superviang the completely usdess and unnec
congtruction of—"

| had had about enough. "Look, Spiculo, that's a risk I'm willing to take. He's dready told mein just that many
that when he's Emperor he plans to make fuller use of my kills then his father ever chose to do.”

"And you bdieve him?'

"He sounded quite Sncere.”

"Oh, Draco, Draco! I'm beginning to think you're even crazier than heid"

It was agamble, of course. | knew that.

And Spiculo might wel have been speaking the truth when he said that | was crazier than poor Demetrius. The C
after dl, can't help being the way he is. There has been madness, red madness, in his family for a hundred years or
serious mentd ingability, some defect of the mind leading to unpredictable outbreaks of flightiness and caprice. |, on th
hand, face each day with clear perceptions. | am hardworking and religble, and | have a findy tuned indligae cx
suoossding & anything | tumit to. Thisisnat boeting. Thedlidity of my achievamantsisafact nat open to quedion. | have built temples and
heve peinted greet peintings and fashioned glendid 9atues; | hevewitien goic poems and books o higiary, | heveeven desgned afyigmed
I will someday build and test successfully. And there is much more besides thet | have in mind to achieve, the secrets that
in cipher inmy natebooksinacrabbed left-handed sript, thingsthet would rendfom thewarld. Some day | will bring them dl to parfediion
presat | am not ready to do so much as hint a them to anyone, and so | use the dphe. (As though anyone woud be
comprehed these ideas of mine even if they could read whet is written in those

notebookd)

One might say that | owe dl this mentd agility to the specid kindness of the gods, and | am unwilling to contradi
pious thought; but heredity has something to do with it too. My superior cgpedties are the gift of my ancetars jud as the
Damdrius Caesr’'smind aredf his In my vanscoursssthe blood of onedf thegrediest of our Emperars; the visanaty Trgan VI, who wa



been wl fit to weer thetitle thet wes besowed Sxteen oanturies ago on the firs Emperor of that name Optimus Princeps, "
pinces” Who, thaugh, are the fardfahers of Damdtrius Caesar’? Ladoviad Maius Artoninid Vdas Aquild Why, ae these nat some
feddes menever to hevehdd the throne, and havethey nat led the Empaire down the peth of decedence and deding?

Of course it is the fate of the Empire to enter into periods of decadence now and then, just as it is its supreme
fortune to find ever and dways afresh source o rearth and renewd when oneis nesded. Thet iswhy our Roma hes bean the preaminan
inthe world for more than two thousand years and why it will go on and on to the end of time, world without end, et
rebounding to new vigar.

Congda. Thereweasatroubled and dredtic time @ghtean hundred years ago, and out of it Augueius Caesar gave us the Impaid gove
which hes saved usin good steed ever snce Whenthellood of the early Caesars ran thin and such men as Cdigula and Nerc
disastroudy to power, redemption was shortly a hand in the fam o thefird Trgen, ad &ta im Hadhianus Sucossded by the
cgpable AntoninusHusand Maraus Aurdius

A later paiod of troubdles wes Lt to right by Diodeianus whose work wes compleled by the grest Congantinus and when, inevitet
declined yet again, seven hundred years later, fdling into what modern higtorians cdl the Great Decadence, and w
eedly and shamefully conquered by our Greek-speaking brothers of the East, eventudly Havius Romulus arose among
give us our freedom once more. And not long after him came Trgan VII to carry our explorers clear around the
bringing back incaculable wedth and setting in motion the exditing period of expanson that we know as the Renais
Now, das, we are decadent again, living through what | suppose will someday be termed the Second Great Decadenc

cyde seems inescapable.

| like to think of mysdf as a man of the Renaissance, the last of my kind, born by some sad and unjust accident
two centuries out of this proper time and forced to livein thisimbecile, decadent age. It's a pleasant fantasy and there's
evidence, to my way of thinking, thet it's true.

That thisis a decadent age there can be no doubt. One defining symptom of decadence isafondnessfor vast and
nonsensica extravagance, and what better example of that could be provided than the Caesar's witless and imprudent
schemefor reshaping Siciliaas amonument to his own grandeur? The fact that the structures he would have me consirt
him are, dmost without exception, imitations of buildings of earlier and lessfatuous eras only reinforces the point. But a
are experiencing abreakdown of the centra government. Not only do distant provinceslike Syriaand Persiablithely gc
own way most of thetime, but aso Galliaand Hispaniaand Damatia and Pannonia, practically in the Emperor'sown b
yard, are behaving amost like independent nations. The new languages, too: what has become of our pure and beautiful
L atin, the backbone of our Empire? It has degenerated into awelter of local didects. Every place now hasits own babt
lingo. We Hispaniards spesk Hispanian, and the long-nosed Gallians have the nasal honking thing called Gallian, and in
Teutonic provincesthey have retregted from Latin dtogether, reverting to some primitive sputtering tongue known as
Germanisch, and so on and so on. Why, eveniin Itdiaitsalf you find Latin giving way to abastard child they call Roman
which at least is sweetly musicd to the ear but has thrown away al the profundity and grammatica versatility that make:
the master language of the world. And if Latin isdiscarded entirely (which has not been the fate of Greek inthe East), h
will aman of Hispania be understood by aman of Britannia, or a Teuton by aGalian, or aDamatian by anyone at al?

Surdy thisis decadence, when these dedrudtivee cantrifugglities siveep through our soaidly.

But isit redly the case that | am a man of the Renaissance drandad inthis missrable ege? Thet's nat 0 essy to sy, Ina
Foesth we use the phrase "a Rendissance e’ to indicate someone of unusud breedth and degpth o atainment. | an aartainly thet. But w
have truly fdt at home in the swashbuckling age of Tragjan VII? | have the Radissance expandveness o mind but do | +
flamboyant Renaissance temperament as well, or am | in truth just astimid and Sodgy and ganadly pdding as evayore | s
me? We mua nat forget thet they weare medievds Could | heve camied a sword in the streets, and brawled like a legionary
dightest provacation?Waud | have hed twenty misresses and fifty besterd sons? And yeamed to damber aboard alting aresking hip anc
beyord theharizor?

No, | prabelly was nat much like them. Ther sous were large Thewarld was bigger and brighter and far more mydteious to then
sETsto us ad they resoonded to its mydaies with a ramantic favar, aferodous aupouing o enargy, thet mey be inposslde far any «
encompesstoday. | havetaken onthisasggmant of Caesar's becauseit dirssomed thet romertic fevar inme and mekes mefed renewed
withmy greet warld-girding ancestor Trgan VI, Trgan the Dragon. Butwhetwill | be daing, redly”? Disooveing new worlds as hedd? N
will be buildng pyramids and Gresk tamples and the villadf Hedhianus But dl thet hes bean done onoe dlresdly, quite sstidadarily, and the
ned to doit again Am |, therefore, s decadant asany of my contemporaries?

| wonder, too, what would have happened to great Trgan if he had been born into this present era of Lod



Augustus and his arackbrained son Damrius? Mend great qainit are d highrik & attime when amdl souls rule the world. 1| mysd
found shrewd ways d fitling in, of enaring my oan ssounity and sdey, but would he have done the same? Or wauld he have gon
svagpring around the place like the true man of the Renaissance that he was, uril firdly it became nebessary to do awey v
quelyinsomedark dley as an inconvenience to the roya house and to the realm ingenad”? Rerhgs not Parhaps as | prdfer
hewould havensan likeaflaring arow through the dark night of thismurky gpoch and, ashedidinhisoan time, cet albilliart ligt over the
d thewarld.

Inany case hare wes |, undaniady intdligat and putaively sene, vduntaily linking mysdf with our deranged yourg Caesar's prgjedt,
because | wes urdile to ress the wondaful tedicd dellegeth it represanted. A grand romantic gedure, or Sndy amed one? Va
Saiauo was rigtinsaying by aoogating thejob | demondrated thet | wes arazer then Demetrius Any ganuindy ssnemen would haveun o
angy.

Oneddnat have to be the Cumeeen Syl to be adle to foresee thet alang timewould go by before Damerius mentionad the prge
agan The Caesar isforever fliting from onething to anather; it is a mark of his mdady; two days after our conversation in the th
dt Tauromenum far ahdidey among the ssnd dunes o Africa, and he was gone more than a month. Since we had not yet «
much as dhoose alocation for the diffsde palace, et done come to an understanding about such things as adesign and acondrudion budge, |
whademetter out of my mind pending hisretum. My hope, | supposs, westhat hewould havefargattenit entirdly by thetimehe.came back to

| took advantage of hisabsance to reumework onwhet hed been my mein undartaking of the seeson, my sudy o thelifedt Trgan VII.

Whichwes something thet hed cooupied meintamittertly for the past seven or eight years. Two things had led me back to it
time One wes the dsoovay, inthe dusy depths of the Savillamaitime archives, of a packet of long-buried journds purporting
Trgansown acoount o hisvoyege around thewarld. The ather wasthe riding mishgp during the boar hurt thet hed left me on autiches far
bang apaiod o enforoad inedivity thet gave me willy-nilly, agood reeson to essume the schdar'srde ance mare

No adeguate account of Trgjan's extraordinary career had ever bean wiitten. Thet mey seam drange, consdaing our lag
tradtion o great higtaricd schdlardhip, gaing bck to themidy figuresof Neevius and Emisin the time of the Repuldic, and, of course Sl
Livius and Tacitus and Suetonius later on, Ammianus Maradlinus &ter them, Druslius of Alexandiia Marous Androniaus— &
come closer to modern times, Lucius Adius Antipater, the great chronicler of the conquest of Roma by the Byzantines
timed MadmiliansVI.

But something has gone awry with the writing of history since Hajius Romuus put the sundered helves of Impaid Romal
gether in the year 2198 after the founding of the city. Perhapsit is thetinatime df grest men—and aatainly the eaof HaviusF
and his two immediate successors was that—everyone is too busy making history to have time to write it. That was'
used to bdieve a ay rae but then | broke my ankle and | came to understand that in any era, however energetic it may be, tl
adways someone who, from force of specid circumstances, be it injury or ilines or exle findshimsdf with affidet laare to
hend towiting.

What has started to seem more likdy to me is that in the time d Havius Romuus and Gaus Haiillus and Trgen the |
pudiding any sort of ecoount o thosemighty Empararswould nat heve been an entirdly hedlthy pastime. Just as the finest account

Iivesaf thefirg twelve Caesars— gpesk of Sudioniuss scathing and scabrous book—wias wiritten duing the rdatively banignreagnd thefirg
and nat when suich monders as Cdigulaar Nero or Damitian were il bresthing fire in the land, so too may it have seemed unw,
scholars in the epoch of the three Hispaniard monarchs to st down aything but a barebones dyonde o pubdic evarts and i
legdaion Toadyze Caesar isto aitidzehm Thet isnat dways e

Wheteve' the reason, no warthwhile contemparary books on the remarkable Havius Romuus have come doan to us aly mare
drondesand some fawring penegyrics OF the innar nefure of his sucoessr, the shedowy Galus ius Havillus we know pradiically nathil
axh dy data as whae he was bam—ike Havius Romulus, he came from Tarraco in Hispania, my own ndive city—anc
govemmatd podts he hdd duing hislaog carer before dtaining the Imperid throne. And for the third of the three great His:
Trgan VIl—whose sumame hgppenad by acainadence to be Draoo but who eamed by hisdesds aswal, throughout the warld, the neme d
the Dragon—we have, once agan, judt themod besic ardsd hisgaiousragn

That no one has tackled the job of writing hislifein the two cantuiessnoehisdesth doud comeasno suprise One canwril
about adead Caesar, yes but wharewasthemen to do the jab? Thedittaing period of the Renaissance gavewey dl too quiddly to the dar
d indugnid devdopmant, andin thet dreary, smoky time the meking of money took prianty over evaything dse, at and sshdadhip induck
now we haveour new ead decadence, inwhich one weekling dter anather hes wam the Impaid aoan and the BEmpireitsdf ssersga
be adlgosngino acongaiesd separate entities that fed little or no sense of loyalty to the central autharity. Such vigor es or
Gan menegeto mude” goesinto inane enterprises like the construction of gigantic pointy-headed tombs in the Pharaonic syl



inthiside of Scilia Who, in such an age, can bear to confront the grandeur of a Trgan V11? Well, | can.

And have a thick sheaf of manuscript to show for it. | have taken advantage of my postion in the Imperiad sen
burrow in the subbasements of the Capitol in Roma, unlocking cabinets that have been sealed for twenty centuric
bringing into the light of day offica papers whose very existence had been forgotten. | have looked into the private ri
of the ddliberations of the Senate: no one seemed to mind, or to care at dl. | have read memoirs left behind by high ¢
of the court. | have pored over the reports of provincid excise-collectors and tax commissoners and inspectors of the
markets, which, abstract and dull though they may seem, areiin fact the true ore out of which higtory is mined. From dl
| have brought Trgjan the Dragon and his era back into vivid redity—at least in my own mind, and on the pages
unfinished book.

And what afigure he was! Throughout the many years of hislong life he was the absolute embodiment of strength,
implacable purpose, and energy. He ranks with the greatest of Emperors. with Augudtus, with Trgan | and Hadrianu:
Congantinus;, with Maximilianus HI, the conqueror of the barbarians, with his own countryman and predecessor |
Romulus. | have spent these years getting to know him—getting to know the Dragon!—and the contact with his gre
that | have enjoyed during these years of research into hislife has ennobled and enlightened my days.

And what do I know of him, this great Emperor, this Dragon of Roma, this distant ancestor of mine?

That hewas born illegitimately, for onething. | have combed very carefully through the records of marriages and bir
Tarraco and surrounding regions of Hispaniafor the entire period from 2215 to 2227 a.u.c., which should have been m
than sufficient, and athough I have found anumber of Dracos entered in the tax rollsfor those years, Decimus Draco a
Numerius Draco and Salvius Draco, not one of them seemsto have been married in any officia way or to have brought
progeny that warranted enumeration in the register of births. So his parents names must remain unknown. All | can repx
that one Trgjan Draco, anative of Tarraco, islisted asenrolling in military servicein the Third Hispanic Legioninthe ye
2241, from which | conclude that he was born somewhere between 2220 and 2225 a.u.c. In that period it was most us
enter the army at the age of eighteen, which would place his date of birth at 2223, but, knowing Trgan Dracoas| do, | wouldl
aguessthet hewent inevenyounger, parhgoswhen hewassxtean or only fifteen.

TheEmpirewasdill under Gresk ruiea thet time, technically; but Higoenia likemost of thewestam provinoes wsvirtuglly indegpendant.
Empaor a CordantinopdisweasLeo X1, amanwho cared much maregbout filling hispdacewith theartidic treesresof andent Grescetha
aboutwhet might begaing oninthe Eurgpentamitaries Thosetaritorieswarenomindly under thecontrd of the\Westem Emparar, anyway, h
ddant cousn Niogphoros Cantacuzenos But the Westem Empeararsduring theeradof Gresk domingionwereinvaiaoly ide puppets and
Nicgphoros thelegt of that series, was even more idle than most. They say he was never eventobessaninRomg but partdl h
incomfortablerdreat inthesouth, near Negpalis

Trerebdliondf the West, | am proud to say, bagenin Higoenia, inmy vary onn rdivedty o Tarraco. The bad and dyramic Havils R
ashgphards sonwho mey have bemllitarate, raised anammy of menjudt asragged as he, ovathrew the provinad govemment, and proc
himsdf Emperor. That wasin the year 2193; hewastwaty-fivear thirty yearsdd

Niogaharas theWestem Emparar, dnoseto regard the Higoenic uprisng asaninggnificant locd uproar, anditisdoubatful thet newsdf it re
theBasleusLeo XI in Condantinopalisa dl. But vary shartly thenearby provincedf Lusitaniahed svomalegiancetotherebod benne, and th
Britannig, and Gallianext; and pieceby piece the western lands fell away from their fedlty to the feckless govanmatinRamg urnt
HaviusRomuusmarched intothecgaitd, cooupied thelmperid palace, and sant troopssouth to arest Niogphorosand cary imintoexilein
Aiguptos By theyear 2198 the Eadtem Empirehed falen do. Leo XI medeasomber pilgimegefrom Congantinopalisto Ravenato Sgne
recognizngHaviusRomulus not only as Emperor of the West but as monarch ot the eedemtaritoriestoo. :

Havius ruled another thirty years. Not content with having reunted the Empare, he ddinguished himedf by a ssoond &t
eqdat, avoyage around thetip of Africathet took himto the shares of Indiaand possly even to the unknoan lands beyond. He wias thefir:
Maitime Emparars sdiing ancdle exampefar thet even mareexdraordinary travdler, Trgan VI, wo ganadionslae.

We Romars hed medke joumneys oveland to the Fer Eadt, Persaand evenindia as far back asthetimedf thefird Augusus Andin th
the Esgtern Enpire the Byzantines hed diten sdlled doawn Africals westem coedt to carry aon trade with the black kingdoms of thet continen
hed led afew of themore venturesome Emparor's of the West to send their own expeditions dl the way around Africaand on
Arabia, and fram there now and thento India But these hed been sporadic adventures Havius Romulus wanted pamenat trede rdaions
Adan lands On his grest voyage he camad thousands of Romars with him to India by the African raute and |eft them there to
mercantile colonies, and theresfter we werein constant commercid contact with the dark-skinned folk of thosefa-off lan
aly thet, he or ane o his cgtains—it is nat dea—sdled orwad fram Indiato the even more digart redlms of Khita and Gipengu, wi



yeloarskinned peoplelive And thus begen the commerdd comedionsthet would bring us the slks and incense, the gems and qaices the i
My of those mydaiauslands thar huberb and thar emardds rubies and pepper, sgophires anmemon, dyes pafumes

There were no bounds to Havius Romuluss ambitions. He dreamed d<o of new wesward voyages to the two continants ¢
Romaaon the ather Sdedf the Oceen Seas Hundreds of years befare histing, the reddless Emparar Setuminus hed undarteken afodhardy
to conquer Mexico and Peru, the two great empires of the New Warld, goending an enormous am and meding with ovaw
Odfedt. The adllgpee O thet entaqrise 0 weskened us militaily and economicaly, that it was an easy matter for the Greeks t
contrd of the Brairetwo genardtions later. Havius knew fram thet sorry precedent that we could never achieve the conquest of
fiacergtionsd the New World, but hehoped & leedt to gpen commercid contact with them, and from the earliest years of his re
mecedfatsto thet end

His successor was another Hispaniard of Tarraco, Gaius Julius Havllus amend ndder birth then Haiuswhosefamily fortur
have undawitten the ariginel Havian rebdllion. Galus Havillus wes afaragful menin lisown rigt and an adimirdde Emparar, but, ragning
two schmighy figuresas Havius Romuus and Trgjan Draco, he seems more of a consolidator than an innovator. Duing histim
throne which covered the pariod fram 2238 to 2253, he continued the maitime pdlicy of his predecessor, though gving maore empheds on s
tothe New Ward then to Africaand Ada, whiledso driving to credte grester unity batwean the Latin and Greek halves of the Empire
something to which Havius Romuushed devated rddively litle attertion.

Itwesduingthereign of GausHavillusthet Trgan Dracoroseto prominence Hisfird militay assgnmentsssamtohavebeanin Africa v
hewoneaty promation for hisherasmin puiting downanuprisngin Alexandria and thenfor suppressing thedgorecktionsof banditsin the
desert south of Carthago. How he came to the atationaf Emparar Galusisundesr, though prolaebly hisHigpenicbirth had somet
to dowithit. By 2248, though, we find him in command of thePragiarian Guard. Hewasthen anly about twenty-fiveyearsdd. Soo
hed acquired theadditiond titleof Firg Tribune and shartly Conaul too, andin 2252, theyear beforehisdeath, Gaiusfomelly adopted Trgan
sonandpradamedhimashishar.

It was as though Havius Romulus had been born again, when Trgan Draco, soon dtaward, assumed the purpdle unde ther
Trgan V1. Inthe place o thedodf petridan Gaus Hauillus came a ssoond Higpeniard pessant to the thrang, ful of the same baiderous e
hed catapuited Haiusto greainess and thewhdewarld echoed to the resonent sound of hismighty laughie.

Indeed, Trgan wasHavius redone on an even grander e They were bath big men, but Trgan wes agiart. (1, his remate desoand
quitetal mysdf’) Heworehisdark heir to themiddedf hisbeck. His brow was high and noble; his eyes flashed like an eagl€'s; hi
ooud be heard fram the Capitdiine Hill to the Jniauum He could drink akeg of wireat atting with ol effect. In the gty years o hislife
fivewives—at, | hedento add, & the same time—and immumerdde midresses He sred twenty legjtimete dhildren, the tenth of whom wasr
anoestor, and such aharde d begtards thet itisno unuaLd thing today to see the hawk-faoed Vissge o Trgan Draco daing bedk & oneintte
d dmegt ay aty inthewarld.

Hewasalove nat aly of women but of the arts, egpadidly those of datuary and music, and of the soiences Such fidds as metharet
agtronomy and engineering had falen into neglect during the two hundred years of the West's subservience to the soft, |
lovirg Greeks Trgan sponsored thar renewd. He reuilt the andat capitd & Roma from end to ad, filling it with palaces and unvas
thedters asthough suich things hed never exiged thare before and, parhgps for fear thet thet migt ssam inaifiaart, he moved on eeswad
provincedf Pamnonia to thelitiedty of Veniaon the River Danubius and built himseif whet was essaniidly a ssoond capitd there, with its ow
univasty, ahog o theters agrand Sanete building, and aroyd pelace thet isone of thewondars of thewarld. His reesoning wes thet Venia
darker and rainer and adder then Ly Romg, was dosar to the heart f the Epaire Hewould nat dlow the pattition of the Enare once &
eadem and westem redms immensethough the'task of govaming thewhdethingwas Hadng his caaitd in a canirdl location like Veniadlor
tolook moreegsly wesward tovard Gelliaand Britannig, northward into the Teution lands and those of the Gaths, and eestwiard to the Gred
whilemananing theransd power atirdy inhisoan hends

Trgandd nat, hoveve, s0ed ay gredt partion o histime a the new cgaitd, nor, far thet métter, & Roma athe. He was condanty
move, now presanting himedf &t Congantingpdlisto remind the Greeks of Adathet they hed an Empearar, or touing Syria.ar Aiguptios or |
or darting up into the far north to hunt the wild shaggy beasts that live in those Hyperborean lands, or revigting his
Higoenia whare he hed trandormed the andatt aty of Saiillainio the main port of emberkation for voyages to the New Warld. He wes ¢
men

Andinthetweanty-ifth yeer o hsragn—2278 auc—he st aut on hisgrestet joumey o dl, the Supendous desd far whidh hisnene
farever remamberedt hisvoyage compledy around the warld, begimning and ending a Savillg, and taking into its compess dmeet evay i
avilized and barbaric thet thisgabe contains

Had anyone beforeim conoaived of such an audedious thing?| fird nathingindl the records of higtary to indicteit.



No oneheseve saiody doubted, of course, thet thewarldisasphere, and therefore is open to circumnavigation. Common
aone shows us the curvature of the Earth as we look off into the ddance and thendion thet thereisan edge somenhare, df wh
mainasmLg inevitedy punge isafade sited for dhildiaris taes, nothing more. Nor is there any reason to dread the existenc
impesssle zone d flame somenwhereinthe southam sees assndefdk used to think itistwenty-five hundred years snce dipsfird sdled ara
sauhemtipd Africaand no onehes ssenany wellsdf fireyet.

But even the boldest of our seamen had never even thought of saling dl the way around the warlds midde, let dane atar
befare Trgan Draco st out fram Savillato do it. Voyages to Arabia and Indaand even Khita by wey of Africa, yes and voyages to t
Warld dso, firg to Mexico and then doan the westiem coedt of Mexico dang the narrow drip of land thet links the two New World contire
thegreat enpred Paruwas reeched. From thet we leamed of the exitence of assoond Oceen Seg, onetet was parhgps even gredter then
thet sgparates ELrgpafromthe New Warld. On its eestem Sde ware Mexioo and Pary; on its wesiem Sde, Khital and Gipangu, with Indie
on Buwe lay inbetwean? Were there other empires, perhaps, in the middle of that Western Sea— empires mightier than
and Cipangu and India put together? What if there were an empire somewhere out there that put even Impaid Roma
dhede?

It was to the everlasting glory of Trgan VII Draco that he was deeamined to fird aut, even if it cot hm hislife Hemugt |
uttaly ssoureinhisthrang, if he was willing to abendon the caitd to subordinates for so long a span of time ether that, or he ¢
care afig about the risk of usurpation, so avid was he to make thejoumey.

Hisfiveyear expedition around the warld wes | think, ane of the mogt Sgnificant achievements in dl history, rivaling, perhg
aedion of the Brpireby Augudus and itsexpandon across dmodt the whole of the known world by Trgan | and Hadrianus. It
arething, aboved dsethat heachieved, thet drew me to undarteke ny ressarch into hislife He found no empires to rivd Romaaon thet ¢
no, but he did discover the myriad idand kingdoms of the Wetan Seg whose produds have 0 gedly arided our liv
moreover, the route he pioneared thraugh the narrow lover partion of the southem continart o the New Warld hes given us pamanat &
g to the lands of Ada from ather diredion, regardess o ay gopostion thet we migt encounter fram the evar-trouldesome Mexice
Rawians on the ane hend ar thewalike Cipenguans and the unthinkatly mutittdinous Khitsans on the ate.

Bu—dthoughwe arefaniliar with the ganerd aulinesof Trgan's voyage—the jourd thet he ke, fll of highly spedific ddtall, has be
for centuries. Which iswhy | felt such ddight when one of my researchers, snuffling about in a forgotten corner of the C
MaitimeAffarsin Savilla, reported to meeaty this year thet he hed sumbled quite acddentaly upon thet vay jourdl. It hed bean filed &l t
amongd the dooumants o a later ragn, buied undanusively in a pack o hills of leding and payrdl records | hed it shippad to me
Tauamenum by Impaid counie, ajouney that took sx weeks, for the packet went overland dl the way from Higoenato |
wauld nat risk S0 predous athing on thehigh ssa—and then down the entirelagth of Itdiaito thetip of Bruttium, acrossthe drat by fery to M
adthacetome

Wasit, though, therichly detailed narrative | yearned for, or would it Smply beadry list of navigators marks, longi
and | atitudes and ascensions and compass readings?

W, | would not know that until I had it in my hands. And as luck would have it, the very day the packet arrived w
day the Caesar Demetrius returned from his month's sojourn in Africa. | barely had time to unsedl the bulky packet a
my thumb aong the edge of the thick sheaf of time-darkened vellum pages that it contained before a messenger came
with word that | was summoned to the Caesar's presence at once.

The Caesar, as| have dready said, is an impatient man. | paused only long enough to look beyond the title page
beginning of the text, and fdt a profound chill of recognition as the digtinctive backhanded cursve script of Trgan Drac
to my astonished eyes. | dlowed mysdf one further glimpse within, perhaps the hundredth page, and found a passa
dedlt with a mesting with some idand king. Yes! Yes! The journd of the voyage, indeed!

| turned the packet over to the mgor-domo of my villg, a trusworthy enough Sdlian freedman named Pantaleo
told him exactly what would happen to himif any harm came to a Sngle page while | was away.

Then | betook mysdf to the Caesar's hilltop palace, where | found him in the garden, inspecting a pair of camds
hed brought back with him from Africa He was wearing some sort of hooded desert robe and had a splendid c
scimitar thrugt through his belt. In the five weeks of his absence the sun had so blackened the skin of his face and han
he could have passed essly for an Arab. "Pisander!” he cried & once. | had forgotten that foolish name in his abser
grinned a me and his teeth gleamed like beacons againg that newly darkened visage.

| offered the appropriate pleasantries, had he had an enjoyable trip and dl of that, but he swept my words away
flick of his hand. "Do you know what | thought of, Pisander, dl the time of my journey? Our great project! Our g
enterprise! And do you know, | redize now that it does not go nearly far enough. | have decided, | think, to make Sd



cgpita when | am Emperor. There is no need for me to live in the cool sormy north when | can so easly be this ¢
Africa, aplacetha | now see |l love enormoudy. And so we must build a Senate house here too, in Panormus, | thir
great villasfor dl the officids of my court, and a library—do you know, Pisander, there's no library worthy of the ne
thiswhole idand? But we can divide the holdings of Alexandria and bring hdf here, once there's a building worthy of h
them. And then—"

[ will goareyouthewhded it. Sfficeit to say thet hismedness hed entered an entirdy new phese of uninhibited grandiosity. And | was
vidim of it, for he informed me that he and | were going to depart thet very night on a trip from one end of Sdliato the
searching out Stes for dl the miraculous new structures he had in mind. He was going to do for Sdilia what Augustt
done for the city of Roma itsdf: make it the wonder of the age. Fargatten now was the plan to begin the building program with 1
pelace in Tauromenium Frd we mud trek from Tauromenium to Lilyleaum on the ather coedt, and bedk again fram Bryx to Syraousa!
peLsng & evary pantin betwean.

Ardowedd Sdliaisalageidand, thejoumey ooccupied two and ahef months The Caesar was adheaful enough travding compeni
iswitty, &fter dl, and intdligat, and lively, and thefact thet heisamedmen wes anly aocesordlly a hindrance We travdled in great luxury &
hdf-heded state of my ankle meant that | was carried in alitter much of the time, which made mefed like some gret pa
potentate of antiquity, a Pharaoh, perhgps or Daius o Parga But are dfedt of this suddenly imposad intaryaion in my studies was
became impossible for me to examine the jourd o Trgen VII far meny wesks which was meddening To tekeitwithmewhilewe !
and duoy it ureptitioudy inmy bedchamber was too risky; the Caesar can be a jedous man, and if he were to comein uar
andfirdmedveting my enagiesto something unconnected to hisprgect, hewould be pafedly capeble of seizing the journd from me
spot and tossng it into the flames. So | |eft the book behind, turning it over to Spiculo and tlinghim to guad it with hislife
may angt theredter, as we darted hither and yon across the idand in increesingly more torrid westher, summer havin
arived and Sdlialying asit does beneeth the merciless southern sun, | lay tossing restlesdly, imegring the contents of the jc
my fevared mind, devisng far mysdf afantedic st of advantures far Trgean to take the place of the red ones thet the Caesar Dadtrius he
hithe safidness prevented me fram reeding in the neay disoovered jourdl. Though | knew, even then, thet the redlity, once | hed the ch
dsoover it, would far supessanything | could imeginefar mysdf.

And then | returned & last to Tauromenium; and reclaimed the boodk fram Spiculo and reed its evary word in three agonidhii
and nights scarody degaing amomeat. And faund init, dang with meny atde of wonder and beauty and srangeness mary things thet i
would nat heveimegined, which were nat 0 pessing tofind

Thouchit weswiitteninthe rougher Letin o medievd days the text gave me no diffiauiies The Emparar Trgan VI was an adimiraié
whosegyle Hurt and gan and highly fluent, reminded med nathing so much ssthet of Ulius Caesar, another gredt leeder who could herdle
aswdl ashedd asword. He hed, goparantly, kept the journd as a private record of his circumnavigation, very likdy not mear
have it become a public document at dl, and itsamvivd inthe ardhives ssamsto have been merdy fartuitous

Histde bageninthe hipyadsd Sadilla five vessdsbang reedied for the voyage, none of them large, the greatest being only ¢
tons. He gave detailed lidings of their stores. Weapons, of course, sty aassbows fity metdiock arquebusss (this wegpor
neMy been invented then), heavy atillery pieces, javdins, lances, pikes, didds Anvils grinddiones forges bdlows lantems iny
with which fortresses aould be condrudted an nemy discovered idands by the mesons and donecutters o his arew; drugs medianes <
woodken quedrants Sx metdl agtralabes; thirty-seven compess neades Six pairs of measuring compasses, and so forth. For usein
with the princes of nemy discovered kingdoms a cargo of flasks of quicksiiver and copper bars, beles o aatton, velve, sttin, and bro
thousands of amd| bells, fishhooks, mirrors, knives, beads, combs brassand copper bracdets and such, All tiswes eumeraed
clerk’sfinicky care: reading it taught me much about a side o Trgan Draoo's charadter thet | hed not Suspected.

Atlegt the day of sling Doanthe River Badisfram Savllato the Ocean Sea, and quickly out to the Ides of the Canaria,
however, they saw none of the huge dogs for which the place is named Bu they dd find the notlevarthy Raning Treg, fram
goanicsmdlen trurk theentirewater 3oy of oneidand was derived. | think this tree has perished, for no one has seen it since.

Then came the legp aoross the sea to the New Warld, ajoumey hampared by duggsh winds They aossad the Equetar; the pde
longer could be seen; the heat melted the tar in the ships seams and turned the decks into ovens. But then came better .
and swiftly they reached the western shore of the southern continent where it bulges far out toward Africa. The Emy
Peru had no sway inthis place; it was inhabited by cheerful naked people who mede a pradtice o eding humen flesh, "lut @
Empaor tdisus "thar enamies”

Itwes Trgansintentionto sal completdy around thebattom of the continent, an astounding god considaing thet noaneknew how far 0
extended, or what condiionswould beencountered at itsextremity. For that matter, it might not cometo an end inthe south @t a



so there would be no sea route westward whatever, but anly acontinuouslandmessruming desr downtothesouthem pdeand ble
dl progresshy sea And therewasdwaysthe possihility of megingwith interferencely Paumianfarcessomewharedong theway. But southw
they wart, probing et evary ingt inthehopethet it might merk theteminetion of thecontinent and acomnedionwiththe seathat lay on the:
sde.

Sevad o theseinds proved to be the mouths of mighty rivers but wild hodile tribes lived dong ther banks, which mede eqdoration |
and Trgan feared d0 thet these ivarswould anly teke them dep inland, into Rewvian-contralled tamitary, without binging them to the sea
continent's western side. And so they continued south and south and south dong the coest. The weether, which hed been vary ha
worsened to the south, gving them dark skies and icy winds. But this they dready knew, that the seasons are reversed belc
Equator, and winter comes there in our summer, 0 they werenat sunprised by the change

Along the shore they found peculiar black-and-white birds that could svim but not fly; these were plump and
good to eat. Thaedill gopeared to be no wedaty route The coedt, barren now, seamed endess Hall and dedt assalled tham, mouniar
floatedinthe dhoppy se, add ranfrazeinther beerds Food and weter ran low. Themen begen to gumbile Although they hed an Empera
micK, they began to gpeek gpanly of tuming beck. Trgen wondared if hislifermight bein denger.

Soon dter which, as uichwiniry conditions desoended upontham as no man had ever seen before, there came an actud muti

cgiansd two hipsannounced thet they werewithdraning fram the expediion. " They invited metto megt with them to disouss the Stuetion!
wrate "Harly | westo bekilled | sat fivetrusted mento thefird rebd hip, beaiing amessage fram me, with twenty more saardlly in anoth
Whan thefird group came aboard and the rebdl captain greeted them on deck, my ambassadors dew him a once; and th
men of the second boat came on board." The muiiny was put down. Thethree ringeedarswere executed immediatdly, and eever
men were put ashore on afrigid idand that had not even the merest blade of grass. | would not have expected Trgen C
tregt the congairators mildy, but thecdm wordsinwhich hetls o leaving these men to attaridle desth were dhlling indisacl

Thevoyagarsweat on. In the blesk southem lands they disoovered arace o neked gats—adht fed tdl, says Trgan—and captured
bring back to Roma as curiogties. "They roared like bulls, and aied aut to the damons they worshipped. We put tham on
ships, in chains. But they would take no food from us and quickly paished”

Thraugh somsand wintry darkness they procesded south, dill finding noway west, and even Trgan begen now to think they would
abandon the quest. The sea now was nearly impassable on aooount o ice they found another source o thefat fligless irds t
and set up winter camp on shore, remaining for three months, which greetly depleted their stores of food. But when in
thet wesfairer, though dill quiteinhogaiteble, they decided firelly to go on, they camedmod & onceto whet isnow known asthe Srat o Trg
the continent's uttemod paint. Trgan sat one df his captainsin to invedigate, and he found it nerrow but degp, with a strong tiddl flo
sty water throughout: no river, but a way acrossto the Wesan Sl

The trip through the dtrait was harrowing, past needle-sharp rodks through impenerele mists over weter thet Srged an
framonewdl of thedhanrd to anather. But green trees now gppeared, and the ligis df the netivies canpfires and befare long they emarge
aher s "The sky wes wondroudy biug, the douds were flety, the waves were no more than rippling waveets, burnished
brilliant sun.”" The scene was S0 peaceful that Trgan gave the new seathernamed Paaficus an aooount o itstrancplity.

His plan now was to sall due west, for it seemed likdy to him then, eteing ino this undharted seg, thet Gipengu and Khita
aly ashat ddanceinthet dredion. Nor dd hedesreto verture northward aong the continent's side because that would bring
thetaritary of the bdligeret Pawvians and hisfiveshipswaould be no metch for an entireampaire

Bu an immadiae wesward course proved imposshile because of contray winds and eeswarcHoearing curets So nathwad |
anywey, far atime daying doseto share and kegaing awary eyeout far Rawvians Thesunwes hardly bright in the doudess sky, and they
no rain. When findly they could turn to the west again, the ssawas uttaly enpty o idands and looked ved beyond dl imeginil
night strange stars appeared, notably five brilliant ones arranged like a cross in the heavens. The remaining food
dwindled rapidly; attempts at catching fish proved usdless, and the men ae dips o wood and mounds of savdlg, and hunte
theratsthet infesed the halds Water wees raioned to asnge sp aday. The risk now was not so much another mutiny as out-a
davaion

They camethento some el idands firelly: poor anes wharenathing grew but dunted, twisted drubs But therewere people there tox
o twenty o tham, smye neked peodle wiho panted themsdves in Sripes " They grested uswith ahal of gones and arows Two of oL
were dain. We had no choice but to kill them dl. And then, since there was no food to be found on the idand excep
few pitiful fishes and crabs that these people had caught that moming and nathing o any Sze or substance was to be hed dff sh
roegted the bodies of the deed and e those, far athewisewewould urdy heve died of hunge:™”

| cannot tel you how many times | read and reread those lines, hoping to find that they said something other thar
they did. Buthey dwayswaetresame

In the fourth month of the journey across the Pacificus other idandsgopeared, fatile ones now, whose villagas grew detes ¢



st fram which they mede breed, wing, and all, and dso hed yams benenes, coconuts and ather such trgpicd. things with which we are |
familiar. Some df theeidandaswearefriedy to themainas but most were not. Trgjan's journd becomes a record of atrocitie:
killed them dl; we burned ther village as an example to their neghbars we loeded our ships with ther produce™ The same
occur again and again. There is not a word of gpology or regret. It was as if by tagting humen flesh they had turne
mongers thamsves

Beyord these idands wes more empliness—Trgan saw now thet the Padficus was an ooeen wihose 9ze was beyond dl comprd
compered withwhich even the Ooeen Seawes a mae lake—and then, dtar anather dsheatening trek of meny weeks came the disoover
ged idand goup thet we cdl the Augudiines seven thousand idands large and amdll, gtretching in a huge arc across more
thousend miles of the Padifious "A dhiftain came to us a mgedtic figure with markings drawn an hisface and adhirt of oatton fringed with
caried ajasdin and a degoe o branze enarudied with gdd, adhidd thet dso oarkled with the ydlow mad, and he wore eaings amil
bracdesd gdd likenise" His people difered aioes—annamon, doves ginge, nuimen, mece—in exchangefar thesmpetrinkes the Rom
brought, and dso nubies diamonds peatls and nuggesd gdd. "My purpose ws fufilled” Trgan wrate "We hed found afabulaus new e
themidd of thsimmanse s

Which they proceeded to conquer in the mogt bruta fashion. Though in the begimning the Romans hed peecdfl rdaionsy
neivesof the Augusines demondrating hourgiassss and compesses to them and impressing them by having their ships gunsfired
dagng modk gadiatarid contestsinwhich meninamoar fought egeing menwith tridents and nets things quiddy went wrong. Some o Trga
having hed too much of the detewinetto drirk, fel upon the idand women and possessed them with dl the zed that menwio t
touched awoman's breedis far dose upon ayear are gt to how. The women, Trgan rdaes, gopeared willing enough a firgt; but hi
treated them with such shameful violence and crudty that objections were raised, and then quarrdls broke out as theide
care to odfend thar women (some of whom were no mare then ten years dd), and inthe end there wes a bloody messacre, alimirein
murds o thenddleidand dhieftan

Thssadion o the jourd is unbearadle to reed. On the one hand it isful of fesaneting ddall about the auidoms o the idandars how |
sarifioed by dd womenwho caper aout owing resd trumpais and smear the blood of the saaifice on the foreheeds o themen and how r
d egeshavethar sead organs pieroad fram ane sideto the ather with agdld or tin bt aslage asa goose quill, and so on and on with r
drange detall that seems to have come from another world. But interspersed amongs dl thisisthe tde of the daughter
idanders, the inexorable destruction of them under one pretext or another, the journey from ide to ide, the Romarsdwa
gretad in pesce but metters degenaating siftly into rgpe, murder, lodting,

Ye Trgan appears unaware of anything amiss here. Page after pege in the same cdm, deedy tone, destribes these ho
though they were the returdl and inevitele conssquence o the adllison o dien aultures My own reedions o dodk and dismay, as | rea
mekeit arezangy dear tomehow dfferat our eraisframhis and how vay litile like a Reneissance men | aduelly am Trgen saw the ain
menasufatunee necesstiesd thewors; | saw tham asmondrous And | cameto redize thet one prafound and conmplex agpect o the deex
d our avilizionisour dstain for vidence o thissort. We are Romensdill; we bhor disorder and havenat logt our kil @t the arts of w
when Trgjan Draco can speak so Hady o reidiaing with cannons againgt an attack with arows or of the burning of entire vill
retribution for a petty theft from one of our ships, or the sting of his men's lugt on little girls because they were unwil
take the time to seek out their older sisters, | could not help but fed that there is something to be said in favor of our
decadence.

During these three days and nights of steady reeding of the journds | saw no one, neither Spiculo nor the Caesar n
of the women with whom | have dlayed the boredom of my yearsin Sicilia | read on and on and on, until my head be
avim, and | could not stop, horrified though | often was.

Now thet the empty part of the Pecificus was behind them, one idand after another appeared, not only the
Augudtines, but others farther to the west and south, multitudes of them; for dthough there is no continent in this ocean
are long chains of idands, many of them far larger than our Britannia and Sdlia Over and over | was told of the
ornamented with gold and peacock feathers bearing idand chieftains offering rich gifts, or of horned fish and oysters
of sheep and trees whose leaves, when they fdl to the ground, will rise on little feet and go crawling away, and kings
rgahs who could not be addressed face-to-face, but only through spesking tubes in the walls of their palaces. Ides of
idesof gold, ides of pearls—marve after marvel, and dl of them now seized and daimed by the invincdble Roman Er
inthe name of eternd Roma

Then, findly, these srange idand reams gave way to familiar territory: for now Asa was in Sght, the shores of |
Trgjan made landfdl there, exchanged gifts with the Khitaian sovereign, and acquired from him those Khitaian experts
arts of printing and gunpowder-making and the manufacture of fine porcdains whose skills, brought back by him to |



gave such impetus to this new era of progperity and growth that we cdl the Renaissance.

He went on to India and Arabia afterward, loading his ships with treasure there as wdl, and down one side of Afris
up the other. It was the same route as dl our previous far voyages, but done thistimein reverse.

Trajan knew once he had rounded Africa's southernmost cape that the spanning of the globe had been achieved, :
hastened onward toward Europa, coming firg to Lusitanids southwestern tip, then coasting dong southern Higpania L
returned with his five ships and ther surviving crew to the mouth of the River Baetis and, soon after, to the sarting p
Savilla, "These are mariners who surely merit an eternd fame™ he concluded, "more justly than the Argonauts of ol
sdled with Jason in search of the golden fleece. For these our wonderful vessels, saling southwards through the Oces
toward the Antarctic Pole, and then turning west, followed that course so long that, passing round, we came into th
and thence again into the west, not by saling back, but by proceeding congtantly forward: so compassing about the gl
the world, until we marveloudy regained our native land of Hispania, and the port from which we departed, Sevilla"

There was one curious postscript. Trgan had made an entry in his journa for each day of the voyage. By his reck
the date of his return to Sevilla was the ninth day of Januarius in 2282; but when he went ashore, he was told that tt
was Januarius 10. By saling continuoudy westward around the world, they had lost a day somewhere. This rema
mydery until the astronomer Macrobius of Alexandria pointed out that the time of sunrise varies by four minutes fo
degree of longitude, and so the variaion for a complete globd circuit of three hundred Sixty degrees would be 1,440
or oneful day. It was the clearest proof, if anyone had dared to doubt Trgan's word, that the fleet had sailed entirdly ¢
the world to reach the strange new ides of that unknown sea. And by so doing had unlocked a treasure chest of wonde
the great Emperor would fully exploit in the two decades of absolute power that remained to him before his degth at tl

of eighty.

And did I, having gained access at last to the key document of the reign of Trgan VII, set immediatdy about the t
finishing my account of his extraordinary life?

No. No. And thisiswhy.

Within four days of my finisning my reeding of the journal, and while my head was il throbbing with dl | had disc
therein, a messenger came from Itdia with news that the Emperor Lodovicus Augustus had died in Roma of an apoplex
his son the Caesar Demetrius had succeeded to the throne as Demetrius |1 Augustus.

It happened that | was with the Caesar when this message arrived. He showed nether grief over his father's passi|
jubilation over his own ascent to the highest power. He smply smiled a amdl amile, the merest quirking of the corner
mouth, and said to me, "W, Draco, it looks as if we must pack for another trip, and so soon after our last one, t00."

| had not wanted to believe—none of us did—that Demetrius would ever become Emperor. We had dl hope
L odovicus would find some way around the necessity of it: would discover, perhaps, somehithato unknoanillegtimete son, «
inBabylon or Ladindl these years wiho could be brought farth and gven preference: It was Lodovicus, after dl, who had cared <
to witness the anicsof hisson and her thet he hed pecked Demerius dif to Sdliathese three years pedt and forbidden him to st fool
meriand, though hewould befreetoindligewhetever whimhefended inhisidand edle

But thet exlenow was ended. Andinthet sameindant aso wes ended dl the Caesar’'s shamerto beautify Sdlia

It was asthough those plans hed never been. ""Y auwill st anong my hidh minidas Draoo,”" the new Emperar tdd me: "'l will meke you
| think, inmy firg year. | will have the ather Corsddhip mysdf. And youwill do have the partfdiio of the Miniry of Rudic Works for the
beyond dl doutat isin nesd of beautification | haveadesgn far anew pelace for mysdf in mind, and then parhgps we can do something
improving the shabby old Capitol, and there are some intaresting faragn gods | think, who would gopredate having tamples eredtec

If I hed been Trgan Draoo, | would perhgps have asssssneted aur crazy Demetrius in that moment and taken the throne for r
bath far the Empires seke and my own. But | an anly Tibaius Ulpus Draco, nat Trgan of the same cognomen, and Demdrius hes |
Emparar ad you know therest.

And as for my book on Trgjan the Dragon: wel, perhaps | will compeeit someday, whenthe Emparar hesrunshart of prg
me to design. But | doubt that he ever will, and even if he does, | am not sure thet it is a book | ill want to give
public, now that | have read Trgjan's journd of the circumnavigation. If | were totdl the Sory of my ancedor's tonveing adhie
woud | daretotdl thewhdedf it?1 think not. And o | fed anly rdief & aloningy incomplete drdt of the book to gather dudt iniits box. [t s
am, inthis research of mine, to discover the inner nature of my greet royd kingman the Dragon; but | delved too dex
seems, and cameto know hmalitietoo well.



