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Anyone -who has had dealings with a book club lately wll
readily 'agree with me that this next story is frighteningly
pl ausi bl e.

COVPUTERS DON' T ARGUE
Gordon R Dickson

Treasure Book C ub

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPI NDLE

OR MJTI LATE THI'S CARD

M: Walter A Child Bal ance: $4.98

Dear Custoner: Enclosed is your |atest book sel ection.
"Ki dnapped, " by Robert Louis Stevenson.

437 Wodl awmn Drive
Panduk, M chi gan
Nov 16. 1965

Treasure Book O ub
1823 Mandy Street
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Sirs:
| wote you recently about the conputer punch card you
sent, billing ne for "Kim" by Rudyard Kipling. | did not open

t he package containing it until | had already mailed you ny
check for the ambunt on the card. On opening the package, |
found the book mssing half its pages. | sent it back to you,

requesting either another copy or nmy noney back. |nstead, you
have sent ne a copy of "Kidnapped," by Robert Louis
Stevenson. WIIl you please straighten this out?

| hereby return the copy of "Kidnapped."

Si ncerely yours,

Walter A Child

Treasure Book C ub

SECOND NOTI CE

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPI NDLE

OR MJTI LATE TH S CARD

M: Walter A Child Balance: $4.98

For "Ki dnapped,” by Robert Louis Stevenson

(I'f remittance has been nmade for the above, please disregard
this notice)

Treasure Book O ub
1823 Mandy Street
Chicago, Illinois

437 Woodl awn Drive
Panduk, M chigan
Jan. 21. 1966

Dear Sirs:
May | direct your attention to ny letter of November 16,
1965? You are still continuing to dun me with conmputer punch

cards for a book I did not order. \Whereas, actually, it is your
conmpany that owes me noney.

Si ncerely yours,

Walter A Child

M. Walter A Child
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437 Woodl awn Drive
Panduk, M chigan

Treasure Book C ub
1823 Mandy Street
Chicago, Illinois
Feb. 1.1966

Dear M. Child:

We have sent you a nunber of rem nders concerning an

anmbunt owing to us as a result of book purchases you have

made fromus. This anpbunt, which is $4.98, is now | ong

over due.

This situation is disappointing to us, particularly since there
was no hesitation on our part in extending you credit at the
time original arrangenents for these purchases were made by
you. If we do not receive paynent in full by return mail, we wll
be forced to turn the matter over to a coll ection agency.

Very truly yours,

Samuel P. Gines

Col l ection Myr.

437 Wbodl awmn Drive

Panduk, M chigan

Feb. 5, 1966

Dear M. Gines:

WI1l you stop sending me punch cards and formletters and
make nme sone kind of a direct answer from a human bei ng?
/ don't owe you nobney. You owe nme noney. Maybe | should
turn your conpany over to a collection agency.

Walter A Child

FEDERAL COLLECTI ON QUTFI T

88 Prince Street

Chicago, Illinois

Feb. 28, 1966

M. Walter A Child

437 Woodl awn Drive

Panduk, M chi gan

Dear M. Child:

Your account with the Treasure Book C ub, of $4.98 plus

i nterest and charges, has been turned over to our agency for
coll ection. The anmpbunt due is now $6.83. Please send your
check for this amount or we shall be forced to take i medi ate
action.

Jacob N. Harshe

Vi ce President

FEDERAL COLLECTI ON QUTFI T

88 Pnnce Street

Chicago, Illinois

April 8, 1966

M. Walter A Child

437 Woodl awn Drive

Panduk, M chi gan

Dear M. Child:

You have seen fit to ignore our courteous requests to settle
your | ong overdue account with Treasure Book C ub, which is
now, with accurmul ated interest and charges, in the amount of

$7.51.
If payment in full is not forthcom ng by April 11, 1966, we
will be forced to turn the matter over to our attorneys for
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i mredi ate court action.
Ezeki el B. Harshe

Pr esi dent

MALONEY, NMAHONEY,
MACNAMARA and PRU TT

Att orneys
89 Prince Street
Chi cago, Illinois

April 29, 1966

M. Walter A Child

437 Wbodl awmn Drive

Panduk, M chigan

Dear M. Child:

Your indebtedness to the Treasure Book C ub has been

referred to us for legal action to collect.

Thi s i ndebt edness is now in the anmount.of $10.01. If you

will send us this anpbunt so that we nmay receive it before My
5, 1966, the nmatter may be satisfied. However, if we do not
receive satisfaction in full by that date, we will take steps to
col l ect through the courts.

I amsure you will see the advantage of avoiding a judgnent
agai nst you, which as a matter of record would do lasting harm
to your credit rating.

Very truly yours,

Hagt horpe M Pruitt, Jr.

Attorney at Law

437 Wbodl awmn Drive

Panduk, M chigan

May 4, 1966

M. Hagthorpe M Pruitt, Jr.

Mal oney, ' Mahoney, MacNamara and Pruitt

89 Prince Street

Chi cago, Illinois

Dear M. Pruitt:

You don't know what a pleasure it is to ne in this natter to
get a letter froma live human being to whom | can explain the
si tuati on.

This whole matter is silly. | explained it fully in nmy letters to
the Treasure Book Conpany. But | might as well have been
trying to explain to the conputer that puts out their punch
cards, for all the good it seened to do. Briefly, what happened
was, | ordered a copy of "Kim" by Rudyard Kipling, for $4.98.
When | opened t he package they sent ne, | found the book had
only half its pages, but 1'd previously nailed a check to pay
them for the book.

| sent the book back to them asking either for a whole copy
or ny noney back. Instead, they sent ne a copy of

"Ki dnapped, " by Robert Louis Stevensonwhich | had not

ordered; and for which they have been trying to collect from
ne.

Meanwhile, | amstill waiting for the noney back that they

owe ne for the copy of "Kim' that | didn't get. That's the whole
story. Maybe you can help nme straighten them out.

Rel i evedl y yours,

Walter A Child

P.S.: | also sent them back their copy of "Kidnapped," as

soon as | got it, but it hasn't seemed to help. They have never
even acknow edged getting it back.

MALONEY, MAHONEY,

MACNAMARA and PRU TT

Att orneys
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89 Prince Street

Chicago, Illinois

May 9, 1966

M. Walter A Child

437 Woodl awn Drive

Panduk, M chi gan

Dear M. Child:

I amin possession of no information indicating that any item
purchased by you fromthe Treasure Book C ub has been
returned.

I would hardly think that, if the case had been as you stated,
the Treasure Book Club woul d have retained us to collect the
anmount owi ng from you.

If I do not receive your paynent in full within three days, by
May 12, 1966, we will be forced to take | egal action.

Very truly yours,

Hagt horpe M Pruitt, Jr.

COURT OF M NOR CLAI M5

Chicago, Illinois

M. Walter A Child

437 Woodl awn Drive

Panduk, M chi gan

Be informed that a judgnent was taken and entered agai nst

you in this court this day of May 26, 1966, in the anmount of
$15. 66 including court costs.

Payment in satisfaction of this judgnent may be nade to this
court or to the adjudged creditor. In the case of paynent being
made to the creditor, a release should be obtained fromthe
creditor and filed with this court in order to free you of |egal
obligation in connection with this judgnent.

Under the recent Reciprocal Cains Act, if you are a citizen
of a different state, a duplicate claimmy be automatically
entered and judged against you in your own state so that

collection my be nade there as well as in the State of Illinois.
COURT OF M NOR CLAI M5
Chicago, Illinois

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPI NDLE

OR MUTI LATE TH S CARD

Judgnent was passed this day of May 27, 1966, under
Statute $15. 66

Against: Child, Walter A, of 437 Wodlawn Drive, Panduk,
M chigan. Pray to enter a duplicate claimfor judgnent
In: Picayune CourtPanduk, M chigan

For Amount: Statute 941

Samuel P. Gines

Vi ce President, Treasure Book C ub

1823 Mandy Street

Chicago, Illinois

437 Woodl awn Drive
Panduk, M chigan

May 31, 1966

Gi nes:

Thi s busi ness has gone far enough. |'ve got to come down to

Chi cago on business of ny own tonmorrow. |'Il see you then and
we'll get this straightened out once and for all, about who owes
what to whom and how nuch!

Your s,

Walter A Child
Fromthe Desk of the derk
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Pi cayune Court

June 1, 1966

Harry:

The attached conmputer card from Chicago's M nor C ains
Court against A Walter has a 1500-series Statute nunber on
it. That puts it over in Criminal with you, rather than CGvil,
with me. So | herewith submit it for your conputer instead of
m ne. How s busi ness?

Joe

CRI M NAL RECORDS

Panduk, M chigan

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPI NDLE

OR MJTI LATE THI'S CARD

Convicted: (Child) A Walter

On: May 26, 1966

Address: 437 Wodl awn Drive

Panduk, M ch.

Crim Statute: 1566 (Corrected) 1567

Crime: Kidnap

Date: Nov. 16, 1965

Notes: At large. To be picked up at once.

POLI CE DEPARTMENT, PANDUK, M CHI GAN. TO POLI CE DE-
PARTMENT CHI CAGO | LLINO S. CONVI CTED SUBJECT A. (COw
PLETE FI RST NAME UNKNOWN) WALTER, SOUGHT HERE | N
CONNECTI ON REP. YOUR NOTI FI CATI ON OP JUDGVENT FOR

KI DNAP OF CHI LD NAMED ROBERT LOU S STEVENSON, ON NOv.
16, 1965. | NFORMATI ON HERE | NDI CATES SUBJECT FLED H S
RESI DENCE, AT 437 WOODLAND DRI VE, PANDUK, AND NMAY BE
AGAI N I N YOUR AREA.

PGCSSI BLE CONTACT I N YOUR AREA: THE TREASURE BOOK CLUB,
1823 MANDY STREET, CHI CAGO | LLINOS. SUBJECT NOT KNOMN
TO BE DANGEROUS. PI CK UP AND HOLD, ADVI SI NG US OF CAP-
TURE . . .

TO PCLI CE DEPARTMENT, PANDUK, M CHI GAN. REFERENCE
YOUR REQUEST TO PICK UP AND HOLD A. (COWPLETE FI RST
NAME UNKNOWN) WALTER, WANTED I N PANDUK ON STATUTE
1567, CRI ME OF KI DNAPPI NG

SUBJECT ARRESTED AT OFFI CES OF TREASURE BOCOK CLUB,
OPERATI NG THERE UNDER ALI AS WALTER ANTHONY CHI LD AND
ATTEMPTI NG TO COLLECT $4.98 FROM ONE SAMJEL P. GRI MES,
EMPLOYEE OF THAT COVPANY.

DI SPCSAL: HOLDI NG FOR YOUR ADVI CE.

POLI CE DEPARTMENT PANDUK, M CHI GAN, TO POLI CE DEPART-
MENT CH CAGO, |LLINO S

REF: A. WALTER (ALI AS WALTER ANTHONY CHI LD) SUBJECT
WANTED FOR CRI ME OF KI DNAP, YOUR AREA, REF: YOUR COwvt
PUTER PUNCH CARD NOTI FI CATI ON OF JUDGVENT, DATED MAY
27, 1966. COPY OUR CRI M NAL RECORDS PUNCH CARD HEREW TH
FORWARDED TO YOUR COVPUTER SECTI ON.

CRI M NAL RECORDS

Chi cago, Illinois

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, SPI NDLE

OR MJTI LATE THIS CARD

SUBJECT ( CORRECTI ONOM TTED RECORD SUPPLI ED)

APPLI CABLE STATUTE NO. 1567

JUDGVENT NO. 456789

TRI AL RECORD: APPARENTLY M SFI LED AND UNAVAI LABLE

DI RECTI ON:  TO APPEAR FOR SENTENCI NG BEFORE JUDCE

JOHN ALEXANDER MCDI VOT, COURTROOM A, JUNE 9, 1966
From t he Desk of

Judge Al exander J. MDivot
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June 2, 1966

Dear Tony:

I"ve got an adjudged crimnal coming up before nme for
sentencing Thursday norningbut the trial transcript is
apparently msfiled.

I need sone kind of information (Ref: A \WalterJudgnent
No. 456789, Crimnal). For exanple, what about the victim
of the kidnapping. Was victi m harnmed?

Jack McDivot

June 3, 1966

Records Search Unit

Re: Ref: Judgnent No. 456789was victi m harnmed?

Toni o Mal agasi

Records Divi sion

June 3, 1966

To: United States Statistics Ofice

Atta.: Information Section

Subj ect: Robert Louis Stevenson

Query: Information concerning

Records Search Unit

Crim nal Records Division

Pol i ce Depart nent

Chicago, I11.

June 5, 1966

To: Records Search Unit

Crim nal Records Division

Pol i ce Depart nent

Chicago, Illinois
Subj ect: Your query re Robert Louis Stevenson (File no.
189623)

Action: Subject deceased. Age at death, 44 yrs. Further
i nformati on requested?

A K

I nformati on Section

U S Statistics Ofice

To: United States Statistics Ofice

Atta.: Information Division

Subject: RE: File no. 189623

No further information required.

June 6, 1966

Thank you.
Records Search Unit

Crim nal Records Division

Pol i ce Depart nent

Chicago, Illinois

June 7, 1966

To: Toni o Mal agasi

Records Divi sion

Re: Ref: Judgnent No. 456789victimis dead.

Records Search Unit

June 7, 1966

To: Judge Al exander J. MDivot's Chanbers

Dear Jack:

Ref : Judgnent No. 456789. The victimin this kidnap case
was apparently slain.

Fromthe strange | ack of background information on the
killer and his victim as well as the victims age, this snells to
me like a gangland killing. This for your information. Don't
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quote ne. It seenms to ne, though, that Stevensonthe

victimhas a nane that rings a faint bell with nme. Possibly, one
of the East Coast Mb, since the association comes back to nme
as sonething about piratespossibly New York dockage

hi j acker sand sonet hi ng about buried | oot.

As | say, above is only speculation for your private guidance.
Any time | can help .

Best ,

Tony Mal agasi

Records Divi sion

M CHAEL R REYNCOLDS

At toney-at - | aw

49 Water Street

Chi cago, Illinois

June 8, 1966

Dear Tim

Regrets: | can't nmake the fishing trip. |'ve been court-

appoi nted here to represent a nan about to be sentenced
tonmorrow on a ki dnappi ng charge

Odinarily, |I mght have tried to beg off, and MDi vot, who

i s doing the sentencing, would probably have turned nme | oose.
But this is the damedest thing you ever heard of.

The nman bei ng sentenced has apparently been not only

charged, but adjudged guilty as a result of a conedy of errors
too long to go into here. He not only isn't guiltyhe's got the
best case | ever heard of for damages agai nst one of the |arger
Book Cl ubs headquartered here in Chicago. And that's a case
woul dn't m nd taking on

It's inconceivabl ebut dammably possible, once you stop to
think of it in this day and age of machi ne-nmade recordsthat a
conpl etely innocent man could be put in this position

There shouldn't be much to it. |I've asked to see MDi vot
tonmorrow before the time for sentencing, and it'll just be a
matter of explaining to him "Then | can di scuss the damage suit
with ny freed client at his |eisure.

Fi shing next weekend?

Yours,

M ke

M CHAEL R REYNOLDS

Attoney-at - | aw

49 Water Street

Chi cago, Illinois

June 10

Dear Tim

In haste

No fishing this coning week either. Sorry.

You won't believe it. My innocent-as-a-I|anb-and-1"'mnot-

ki dding client has just been sentenced to death for first-degree
murder in connection with the death of his kidnap victim

Yes, | explained the whole thing to McDivot. And when he

expl ained his situation to me, | nearly fell out of ny chair.
It wasn't a matter of nmy not convincing him It took |Iess than
three mnutes to show himthat ny client should never have
been within the walls of the County Jail for a second. Butget
thisMcDivot couldn't do a thing about it.

The point is, ny nan had al ready been judged guilty

according to the conputerized records. In the absence of a trial
recordof course there never was one (but that's sonething |I'm
not free to explain to you now)the judge has to go by what
records are available. And in the case of an adjudged prisoner,
McDivot's only | egal choice was whether to sentence to life
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i mprisonnment, or execution.

The death of the kidnap victim according to the statute,

made the death penalty mandatory. Under the new | aws

governing length of tine for appeal, which has been shortened
because of the new system of conputerizing records, to force an
elimnation of unfair delay and nental anguish to those

condemed, | have five days in which to file an appeal, and ten
to have it acted on.
Needl ess to say, | amnot going to nonkey with an appeal

I"mgoing directly to the Governor for a pardonafter which we
will get this farce reversed. McDivot has already witten the
Governor, also, explaining that his sentence was ridicul ous, but
that he had no choice. Between the two of us, we ought to have
a pardon in short order.

Then, 1'lIl make the fur fly .
And we'll get in sone fishing.
Best ,
M ke

OFFI CE OF THE

GOVERNOR OF I LLINO S

June 17, 1966

M. Mchael R Reynol ds

49 VWater Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear M. Reynol ds:

In reply to your query about the request for pardon for
Walter A Child (A Walter), may | informyou that the

Governor is still on his trip with the M dwest Governors
Conmittee, examining the Wall in Berlin. He should be back
next Friday.

I will bring your request and letters to his attention the

m nute he returns.

Very truly yours,

Clara B. Jilks

Secretary to the Governor

June 27, 1966

M chael R Reynol ds

49 VWater Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear M ke:

Where is that pardon?

My execution date is only five days from now

Wal t

June 29, 1966

Walter AL Child (A Wilter)

Cell Block E

Illinois State Penitentiary

Joliet, Illinois

Dear Valt:

The Governor returned, but was called away i mediately to

the White House in Washington to give his views on interstate
sewage.

I am canping on his doorstep and will be on himthe nonent

he arrives here.

Meanwhil e, | agree with you about the seriousness of the
situation. The warden at the prison there, M. Alien Mugruder,
will bring this letter to you and have a private talk with you.
urge you to listen to what he has to say; and | enclose letters
fromyour famly also urging you to listen to Warden Magruder
Your s,
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M ke

June 30, 1966
M chael R Reynol ds
49 Water Street

Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mke: (This letter being snuggled out by Warden

Magr uder)

As | was talking to Warden Magruder in ny cell, here, news

was brought to himthat the Governor has at last returned for a
while to Illinois, and will be in his office early tonorrow
morni ng, Friday. So you will have tine to get the pardon

signed by himand delivered to the prison in time to stop ny
execution on Saturday.

Accordingly, | have turned down the Warden's kind offer of

a chance to escape; since he told me he could by no means
guarantee to have all the guards out of ny way when | tried it;
and there was a chance of ny being killed escaping.

But now everything will straighten itself out. Actually, an
experience as fantastic as this had to break down sonetine
under its own weight.

Best,

Wal t

FOR THE SOVEREI CN

STATE CF I LLINO S

I, Hubert Daniel WIIikens, Governor of the State of Illinois,
and invested with the authority and powers appertaini ng
thereto, including the power to pardon those in ny judgnent
wongfully convicted or otherw se deserving of executive
mercy, do this day of July 1, 1966, announce and proclai mthat
Walter A Child (A Walter), now in custody as a consequence
of erroneous conviction upon a crinme of which he is entirely
innocent, is fully and freely pardoned of said crinme. And | do
direct the necessary authorities having custody of the said
Walter A Child (A Walter) in whatever place or places he
may be held, to immediately free, release, and all ow unhi ndered
departure to him.

I nterdepartmental Routing Service

PLEASE DO NOT FOLD, MUJTI LATE,

OR SPI NDLE THI S CARD

Failure to route Docunent properly.

To: CGovernor Hubert Daniel WIIikens

Re: Pardon issued to Walter A Child, July 1, 1966

Dear State Enpl oyee

You have failed to attach your Routing Nunber.

PLEASE: Resubmit document with this card and form

876, explaining your authority for placing a TOP RUSH
category on this docurment. Form 876 must be signed by your
Department al Superi or.

RESUBM T ON: Earliest possible date ROUTI NG

SERVI CE office is open. In this case, Tuesday, July 5, 1966
WARNI NG Failure to subnmit form 876 WTH THE

SI GNATURE OF YOUR SUPERI OR m ay make you liable to
prosecution for msusing a Service of the State Governnent. A
warrant may be issued for your arrest.

There are NO exceptions. YOU have been WARNED.

I
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